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An  hiftorical  relation  of  *the  State  and  Aftings  of  the 
fufFering  Remnant  in  the  church  of  Scotland^  who 
fublifted  in  Sekft  Societies,  and  were  united  in  gen©, 
ral  correfpondencies  during  the  hotteft  time  of  the 
late  Pcrfecution,  ^iz*  from  the  year  1681  to  1691. 

TO  G  E  T  H  K  R     WITH 

An  Bccount  of  the  State  of  the  land  in  general,  and  of 
the  Society  people  in  particular,  in  the  intervals  be- 
twixt each  of  their  general  meetings,  with  feme  per- 
I  tincnt  remarks  upon  thefe  hiftorical  occurrences,  and 
'many  letters  to  and  from  the  general  correljpondent 
meetings,  istc.  ^ 


Collected  and  kept  in  record  by  Mr.  Mich  as  I. 
Shields,  who  was  clerk  unto  thefe  general  So* 
cieties,  and  perfonally  prefent  at  moft  of  their  xneet^ 
ings> 

Mal.  ill.  16.  Then  tbey  that  Jeared  the  Lord /pake  often  »h0 
'  to  tttsoiher, 

Ucb.  X.  aS'  Net/lr/akiug  the  ajfemhling  tf  your/elves  togetb' 
er  as  the  manner  of  fome  is,  but  exhorting  one  afiotber^  aui 
fo  much  the  more  as  jefee  the  day  approaching, 

TO     WHICH    IS    ADDED, 

Ten  Cottfiderations  on  the  danger  of  apoftacy  and  defec^ 
tion   from  a  covenanted  work  of  reformation.    By 
'    Mr.  James  Guthrie^  fometime  minifter  of  the  Gofpel 
at  Stirling. 

AS     ALSO, 

A  collcftion  of  very  valuable  Sermons,  preached  by 
thefe  faithful  and  eminent  Servants  of  Jefus  Chrift^ 
Meffrs.  John  Kid,  John  King,  John  Welch,  John 
Blackaddery  John  Dicifon  and  Gabriel  Semple* 

Collcftcd  and  tranfcribed  by  John  Howje,  and  pub- 
liihed  at  the  defire  of  fome  of  thofe  who  defirc  to 
own  the  fame  tcftimony  that  fome  of  thofe  authprs 
owned  and  fealed  with  their  blood. 


GLASGOW: 

Wntcd  by  JohnBrtce,  and  Sold  by  him  at  hxs 
&op,  oppofitc  GibfonVWynd,  SAtT^MA^KtlTt 
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THE 

PREFACE 

TO    THE 
UNDERSTANDING   READER. 


JUDICIOUS    flEADEft, 

BY  a  mifiuie  obfervation  of  the  church  miUUQt^ 
thou  wilt  find  that  ihe  has  been  often*  redmced  q&« 
to  this  fad  dileinma^  Sin  or  Suffer.  Indeed^  there  if 
jio  allowance  for  fm  y  but  there  is  fuch  an  arcana  in  the 
lot  of  the  children  and  people  of  Gk)d,  that  if  they  rcfolve 
not  to  fin,  then  fuffer  they  mud. — Ail  that  will  liii 
godly  in  Chrijl  Jefusjbali  fuffer perfecutiou. — For  no  lboj[|- 
er  was  the  old  ferpent  caft  out  of  heaven^  then  he  ex« 
cogitated  means  to  ruin  the  whole  human  fpecies  ;  and 
no  fooner  was  that  malevolent  defign  in  part  accompliui* 
ed*9  and  that  gracious  promife  promulgated  in  the 
garden, — /  will  put  enmity  bettueen  thee  and  the  wnnan^ 
&c.  than  the  conflift  betwixt  the  flefh  and  the  Ipi^, 
the  righteous  and  ths  wicked,  began.  And  no  foon^ 
was  that  red  dragon  mentioned.  Rev.  xii.  caft  out  unto 
the  earth,  than  he  perfecuied  tl^e  womdny  and  went  f9 
tnake  nrar  with  the  remnant  of  her  feed j  which  keepihe 
ccmmandments  of  GsJ,  and  have  the  tefiimony  of  Jffut 
Chrifl. 

But  then  the  church  and  people  of  God  may  be 
called  out  unto  various  kind$  of  fufferings  for  a  fadthful 
adherence  unto  this  tcftimony  »  for,  not  to  mention  ge- 
neral calamities  and  defolatiug  judgments, — fometimes 
ihey  may  be  called  forth  to  bear  the  mofl  invidious  re- 
ft %  proaches 

•  Th*  internal  ferpent ;  be  it  v^as  whofe  gaile 
Stirred  up  with  eovy  «id  refcnge*  deceived 
The  mother  of  manlttnd.  what  time  hit  pride 
Had  caft  Itim  oat  fron  netves  with  all  nit  I^S  ; 
In  meditated  fraud  and  malice  bent  •    ;  *'     •* :  •     " 
On  mao!s  dtArMioOf  tmagre  what  might  ht^ 
e/hcMvier  vo  hia/clt,  fcstrlefip  returofd. 

Pas     l.f%m'r      Ua  V  1   ««hAl^l 


jproaches  and  calnmnies,  that  envy  can  invent  or  igno- 
irance  can  entertain :  theyjball  revile  you,  und  /peak  all 
inanner  of  evil  rfyou  fir  my  namis  fake. — Sometimes 
they  may  be  called  out  to  fuffer  by  the  lofs  of  their  worlds 
ly  fubftances,  or  tempof^  enjoytaents.  And  they  took 
jMully  the  jpoilin^rf  their  goods, — Again,  they  may  be 
cwed  forth  to  mffer  bonds  and  imprifonments ;  yea,  to 
#ndare  ftripes,  and  divers  kinds  of  torments  for  his 
same's  fake,  and  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience  2 
tmmmqfhers  wfre  tortured,,  not  accepting  of  diliveranse.  But 
allien  diey  are  fometimes  called  out  unto  the  higheft  den 
gree  of  fuffering  in  this  life ;  and  that  is,  to  lay  down 
their  lives  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift, — And  If  aw  under  the 
gfltar  the  fouls  of  them  that  nuerefldin  for  the  ivordofGod. 
.]^ay|  fometimes  fuch  is  the  cata^roplie,  th^t  2(11  tbefe 
;[tre  compounded  into  one  potion,  and  caft  into  the  cup 
^f  their  fufferings,  and  this  ieems  to  have  been  the  cafe 
^th  thofe  whofe  aAions  and  cqnt^dings  are  in  the 
following  Iheets  defcribed^ 

Here  it  might  he  accounted  ^  jbpierflyity  in  the  en- 
fiy,  eitho:  to  applpgize  for  this  publi^ratipn,  or  yet  to 
treat  of  $he  prigiUj^  rife  or  oc(:afioq  of  the  tranfaftioas 
thereifi  mentioned ;  feeing  that  for  the  ^rft,  the  fubjeA 
vrillanfwerfor  itfelfi  and  for  the  lai^,  it  i^  anticipated 
in  the  iptrodu£tion,  or  preliminary  difcpprfe  to  the  fub^ 
jcft.  What  craves  thy  attention  fui^th^  Concerning 
jkhe  inftnunentjs  hy  which  thefe  tr^nfadions  we^e  (:arried 
en^— -the  fubjed:  itfelf,-^and  fomewhat  9f  the  in^itutioajt 
'Warrant,  duty  and  ntflity  of  Chriftian  fellowihip  in  fo^ 
ciety  and  correfpondent  meetings,  may  be  points  out 
yeiy  ihortly  in  thefe  few  particulars  foflowing.     And 

rirfl.  As  to  tl^e  inftrumei^ts,  let  me  preipjfe,  that 
slthough  the  fuffering  of  Chrift  in  his  myftical  mem- 
bers, be  a  moft  mournful  and  gravaminous.fubjeA ;  yet 
it  wants  not  its  own  proper  ufe  and  advantages,  unto 
Ishofe  wl|b  are  rightly  exerqifed  thcrebjr^  while  the  Lord's 
goodnefif  is  moft  gracioufly  difplayed  in  jthe  midft  of 
fll  thefe  fufferin^s,  wh^th^  unto  theinfeilves  or  unto 
pthers f/   And  -*,  *. 


i  Good  wliai  he  |^«et,  fbpremely  t^  t 
Nor  left  whcp  hf  dff  wf  y 

XfeiioiwesfirciiDb«fmircigHhaid,...i  .     •- 
AfebleiE9g|iafi%iiifc,  ^  ^r     ^  ^  .;  ,. 


To  the  Reader.  „.         y. 

1.  For  inftance,  here  was  a  poori  fleering  (but  wrefl- 
ling)  handful  of  Chrift's  faithful  witneiTes,    reduced 
unto  the  utmoft  extremity,  not  only  extrudol  and  ex- 
cluded from  all  benefit  and  priviledge  of  law ;  but  even 
deprived  and  bereaved  of  the  gofpel,  that  moft  valuable 
prjViledge  i  their  worthy  paftors  who  (hould  have  been 
as  high  goats  before  thejlochy  being  not  only  thruft  outv 
and  banifhed  from  themj  but  even  thofe  few  who  for 
their  faithfulnefs  hzA  jeoparded  their  lives  in  the  high  place f- 
of  the  fie  Id  J  were  by  wicked  hands  violently  grafped  from:" 
them,  and  killed : — So  that  their  eyes  could  now  no  more 
behold  their  teachers, — But  lo,  in  this  extremity ,  the  Lord 
mercifully  interpofed  by  direfting  them  in  this  critical 
janchire  of  affairs,  unto  an  embodyiug  of  themfelves  in- 
to a  general  correfpondence  out  of  their  fele^  focieties,  ■: 
which  became  of  great  and  unfpeakable  advantage  un-  ' 
to  them,    for  thereby  they  not  only  came  to  know  one    " 
wothen  welfare  and  mind  anent  the  difpsnfationsof  the   ' 
time;  but  werealfo  enabled  to  confult,  agitate  and  con- 
clude upon  fuch  method?  and  meafurcs^  as  were  moft?  •" 
helpful  unto  them  for  the  carrying  on  a  teftimony  pub-  ' ' 
lidy  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  every  one  of  his  perfe-    ' 
cuted  and  born  dowi^  truths  in  that  dark  and  cloudy  dsy.    " 
And 

2.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  altho'  they  were  expofed 
unto  the  utmoft  danger  and  hardfliips,  by  a  bloody  c- 
ncmy,  who  was  ftill  upontbe  purfuit  in  queft  ofthem;   * 
yet  (if  I  miftal^e  i^ot)  they  never,  except  one,  fuffered 
the  leaft  injury  in  coming  to  and  going  from  thefe  meet* 
'^^s,  tbo'  feyeral  of  them  were  tal^en  and  killed  other- 
vays.-^nd  what  is  moft  noticeable  of  all,  is,  thai  it  could 
not  have  been  rationally  thought  that  fuch  i^  pour  wafted 
'emnant  could  have  fubfifted  or  held  out  fo  long,  con- 
Bering  the  manifold  and  moft  excruciating  hardftiips 
*ndfufferings  they  were  reduced  unto,  being  killed  with 
foW,--?5illed  with  hunger,— killed  in  the  fields,— killed' 
>pon  the  fcas, — killed  upon  fcaffolds, — killed  under  co- 
bur  of  Ijrw  \  and  kille4  without  all  colour  of  law ; — and 
yttwith  the  Lord's  pecJpie  of  old.  The  more  they  iverc  cp^ 
f^edj  tie  more  they  gmv ;  while  they  continued  faith- 
'■Tunto,  and  ftcdfaft  w^h  him.    This  little  grain 'of    ' 
"^rd  fee(i  planted  by  his  own  hand  and  watered  by-^ 
^ hlood  of  fo  many  gallant  maftyrs^  namjaf\^um  »i«r- *' 
^nmfimen  Kccltfia  f9,  7^  blood  pf  the  martyrs  if;  th^ 
''"-'^  .         iced 
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feed  of  the  chnrch^.^ — And  he  looked^  and  behold  the  lufh 
burned  nxiHhfire^  and  the  hujh  was  not  confumed. 

Secondly, ¥or  the  fubjefi  itfelf,  there  is  therein  contain- 
ed, I .  A  fhort  iketch  of  the  rife  and  fomewhat  of  the  na- 
ture of  thefe  meetings  or  general  correfpondencies.  2.  A 
fummary  of  the  principal  actings  and  conclufions  of  the 
faid  meetings.  3.  A  brief  hint  of  the  land's  fufferings  in 
5cncrai,andthemfelv9S  in  particulafj  during  the  intervals. 
4.  There  is  a  feries  of  interefting  letters,  both  edifying 
lujcj  inftruaing  (fome  of  whom  were  before  in  print)  with 
feveral  other  valuable  papers  which  will,  doubt lefs,  yield 
information  unto  thofe  who  defire  to  be  informed  a- 
pent  the  affairs  of  that  time,  bcfides  a  variety  of  remark* 
iaterfperfedthro'out  the  whole  of  the  fubjedl.— Onlyas  the 
true  ftgte  of  the  teftiraony  feems  to  be  fomewhat  over- 
looked at  the  revolution  by  the  writer  of  this  regifter;* 
there  is  fomewhat  in  their  conduft  at  that  time  that  de- 
J  erves  our  further  confiderat  ion,  fuch  as  their  guarding  the 
corrupt  convention  of  eftates  ;-.their  raifing  a  regimnte, 
and  affociating  with  malignants  5 — their  efpoufing  the  in*. 
tereltofthe  prince  and  princefs  of  Orange,  without  fcrip- 
tuiial  and  covenant  qualifications  ;  and  their  uniting  with 
ji  corrupt  and'backflidden  miniftry.  But  as  thefe  ?re 
touched  at  a  little  ip  the  appendix,  I  fliall  only  licre  iti 
Ibort  obferve, 

That  altho*  the  Lord  ffcill  prefcrvcd  fome,  then  and 
in  all  ages,  who  defigned  faithfully  to  contend  for  the 
woid  of  Chrift's  patience,  yet  fure,  it  was  a  pity  fo  ma- 
ny Samfons,  famous  for  contending  and  weathering  out 
10  many  ftorms  of  hazard  and  dangers  for  their  faithful- 
nefs,  Ibould  have  had  cheir  hair  foeafily  cut  by  founder- 
ing upon  thefe  rocks  of  comoliance  ;  which  may  ferve 
as  a  beacon  for  an  example  of  caution  unto  future  a- 
p:es,  fhewing  that  it  is  as  impoflible  for  men  iutendiniT 
hunefty  andfaithfuhiefs,  either  to  tamper  or  joia,  fj-d-js 

♦  If  any  defidcrare,  or  want  to  kro«r  any  t^inpr  cencemirg 
f>h  .Michael  Shields,  take  the  foliocifingh'tr.— He  wa«  fon  10 
J-mfeS  S:.i  Irs  of  H^najh  hcj.d,  (in  the  Mcrfe)-  and  bfoiher  tn 
mt  well  known  Mr.  Aiexandtr  Shields.  He  had  received  ^  con).  . 
petfnt  meafure  of  edticario??.-  He  became  a  clerk  toihc  gene'^l 
mea  nft  diinng  the  moft  part  of  iliefe  tr^tnfsdHon^ ;  botfe?f1a 
>vith  the  rsvoiuuon  church,  and  at  faft.  went  oirer  witK  his  f>i6-' 
fher  Amongft  others  to  the  fcit|eincnt  at  Dkrien,  1699,  vvhe-. 
ther  he  died  in  the  wfJds  of  CiA!edoma»  ot\  i^cf  fea,  \<\  jAm^Lica^ 
€>rMr  ChurJeliova  l^4if  la  C«rQlica,  \ic  lUkaw  nov  \  \>^^\.  w^  u^x^t 
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fVrr,  urith  malignants  and  coxnpliersy  and  to. retain  their 
former  integrity;   as  for  the  moft  lucid  river,   when 
gliding  unto  the  fak  and  fluid  ocean,  to  retain  its  fweet 
taftc  and  moft  chryftaline  colour  J. — Indeed,  it  moft  be 
granted  in  their  behalf,  that  they  had  been  long  groan* 
inguider  the  cruel  yoke  of  prebcy,  oppreflion,  tyranny 
an5  flavery :  now  by  the  revolution  they  were  reftored 
onto  their  natural  rights  and  priviledges  :  Prefbyterian 
Hiinifters  were  reftored,  and  feveral  afts  made  againfi: 
diem  in  the  perfecuting  period  repealed : — A  general 
affembly called:  The  confeflion  of  faith  ratified: — and 
prefbytery  eftablifhed  by  aft  of  parliament  in  Scotland  \ 
whereby  the  nation  was  in  a  great  meafurc  freed  froai 
tyranny  and  flavery. — But  then  upon  an  impartial  en- 
quiry, it  will  be  found  after  all,  that  thefe  who  flood 
their  ground  in  adhering  to  the  whole  of  a  covenanted 
irork  of  reformation,  and  contending  for  the  fame  both 
in  church  and  ftate,  had  relevant  grounds  and  reafons 
for  their  conduft  in  fo  doing. — For 

i/,  No  king  nor  queen  at,  or  fince  the  revolution, 
vrere  or  are  qualified  with  fcrlptural  and  covenant  qu^ 
litications,  nor  took  the  ancient  Scots  coronation  oath  ; 
which  qualifications  were,  by  feveral  laudable  a£ls  of 
parliament,  made  the  fundamental  qualifications,  fine 
^ua  fi0/i|  of  admiflion  to  that  office  by  the  laws  of  the 
crown  * :  But  on  the  contrary,  are  fwom  to  maintain 
the  Eoglifh  conftitution  and  prelatic  hierarchy  in  direft 
oppofition  unto  the  fame  fwom  to  in  the  folemn  league 
wd  covenant. 

t  From  the  foUowiog  (lieeta  iris  evideift.  That  as  long  as  the 
Uoited  Societies  were  Uvoured  with  the  advices  and  do^rines 
dcliitrcd  by  pious  aod  faithfoi  Mr.  James  Renwick,  whatever 
fellla  their  way  that  was  difapreeable,  yet  chey  ftill  kept 
tniglit  in  the  main,  ai  to  the  point  of  public  tf  (tisiooy.  Rat 
Bofoooerhfld  they  mt  Mr.  Shields,  or  rather  Meflrs.  Lining  acd 
Bo^  than  chey  fell  into  one  llrp  of  compliance  after  another^ 
of  vftich  thefe  men  were  the  priLcipal  abettors.  The  otfsiva- 
lioDis,  That  a  faiihfol  and  orthodox  niinlitry,is  oneof  the 
Mtcft  privileget,  nexito.Ghnft  or  thegofpelofier  itfelf,  that 
oiskiod  do,  or  poffibiy  can  enjoy  :  On  the  contrary,  a  fet  of 
bij^  heterodoxt  cornipt  and  unfaithful  mioifters,  mud  be.  one 
of  the  worft  of  evils  that  a  church  or  poor  people  can  be  pofli- 
Ufpligaed  with.  TAe  leaders  qfthu  people  cai^fe  them  to  irr^ 
miibef  that  mre  led  of  them  mre  defiroyed. 

*  V:deaa  5.  Pari  2(«40«  «6l  6.  xi44.  %^  i;.  P^l  l<49« 
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zJfy,  Although  prda<jy  was  then  abolUhed  in  Sdot- 
land^  yet  it  was  neithef  then  not  iince  declared  to  be 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God  ;  and  though  Prcibytery 
was  then  eftablifhed  in  Scotland,  *<  as  agf ee^ble  to  the 
«'  word  of  God,"  yet  it  was  never  declared  to  be  of  di- 
vine inftitution  founded  thereupon,  but  only  a$  it  was 
agreeable  unto  the  inclinations  of  the  pcfdple,  founded 
upon  the  claim  of  right.  Herein  there  was  a  retrograde 
motion  of  near  a  hundred  years  back  unto  an  aft  of  Pari. 
1592.  whereby  the  whole  of  our  pufeft  reformation  was 
over-paffed  and  ovef-looked.     Hot 

j^dly^  Has  there  been  any  judicial  aft  in»  church  or 
ftate  at  or  fince  the  Revolution,  made  in  favoixrs  of  our 
covenants  ?  nay,  not  fo  much  as  a  repeal  ^  that  wicked 
and  nefandous  aft  of  parliament  made  in  the  feign  o( 
James  VII.  declaring  the  giving^  taking  ar  o'Ofning  •f 
item  to  infer  the  pains  of  high  treafon*     Or 

4/i&/y,  Is  there  any  pofitive  aA  to  be  found  amongll: 
the  archives  of  the  nation,  by  which  that  heaven-daring 
aft  refciflbry  (annulling  all  the  afts  betwixt  1640  and 
1649)  ^s  repealed  ?  If  there  is  riot,  the  whole  legal  efta- 
bliihment  of  the  true  Proteftant  Prelbytef tan  form  of 
church-government  muft  ftand  yet  publicly  condemn- 

^thlj^  Notwithftanding  of  a  faint  aft  made  at  the  Re-^ 
volution  declaring  thefirft  aft  Pari.  2.  Charl.  II.  affert- 
ing  his  Majejtfsfuprimacyj  &C.  as  inconfftent  with  Pref- 
iyierian  government  J  and  tvhat  ought  to  be  abrogated  %  :  yet 
uj  virtue  of  the  Englifh  conft itntion,  into  vhlch  the  Scots 
conftitution  is  now  twifted,  by  the  2d  and  3^  Articles  of 
the  union,  they  ftill  retain  and  continue  in  the  exercifc 
of,  that  ttfurped  power  over  the  church  and  heritage  of 
the  Lord :  witnefs  the  king's  nominating  and  appointing 
clergymen  unto  their  ecclefiaftical  charges  5 — ^The  calling 
and  adjourning  church  judicatories  and  even  fometimes 
fine  die ;— -impofing  oaths  upon  church  men  and  appoin- 
ting afts  of  fafts  and  thankfgiving  under  civil  penalties  \ 
the  patronage  aft  \ — the  toleration  bill ; — Porteous  aft  ; 
—the  Quebec  aft  5  the  Popifh  bill  in  England  and  Ire- 
land, with  a  concatenation  of  other  encroachments,  all 
flowing  fjom  that  exotic  head.     And 

Laftly^  ^fhcfe  who  carried  on  the  bloody  perfccution, 
thofc  who  favoured  popery,  prelacy,  fa'r.    and  thofe 

whQ 

i Set  gas.  Ful  I.  fltff  J,  of  WilliMa  u4M»l^  \«»^^- 
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«bo  had  made;  defe^on  t^ereunto^  w^e  neither  purged 

out  of  churchy  nor  ftate,  at  .or  fince  the  revolution :  and 

how  could  it  be  otherways,  feping  thefe  men  moftly 

had  engrofled  th^e  poibUj^;  affairs  into  their  hands,  that 

bad  been  made  menibers  in  the  duke  of  York's«parIia- 

nat,  (fome  of  whom  had  their  bauds  reeking  in  the 

Mood  of  the  faints)  and  who  had  not  only  forfeited  all 

right  to  reprefent,  fit,  or  vote  in  any  lawful  judicatory ; 

but  had  even  forfeited  their  very  lives  unto  the  law  of 

tbe  Lord,  (whatever  they  might  pretend  from  the  laws 

of  men)  ^r  nvhofoever  Jhall  Jbed  marCs  bloody  by  manjball 

his  blood, be ^ fid f 

And  for  the  revolution  churchy  was  it  not  compoun* 
dcd  complexly  of  old  public  refolutioners,  thofe  who 
had  accepted  of  that  woeful  and  church  renting  indul- 
gence, and  thofe  who  had  taken  feveral  finful  oaths 
unto  the  late  tyrannical  government ;  and  add  unto  all 
thcfefome  hundred  tefted  and  uon-tefted  curates  ;  fome 
of  whom  lived  in  the  peaceable  exercife  of  that  office 
until  their  dying  day ;  and  all  wjthout  any  other  ac- 
knowledgment, than  taking  the  oaths  in  form  to  the 
government,  and  fubfcrlbing  the  fhort  formula, — And 
tho'  feveral  petitions  were  ^ven  in  then  by  diffferent  par- 
tics  both  to  church  and  ftate,  for  a  redrefs  of  thefe  griev- 
ances :  but  what  anfwer  they  got  or  could  expeft,  the 
following  flieets  will,  in  fOme  meafure,  make  evident  *♦ 
b  Now 

•  To  (hew  that  the  above  is  no  wanton  charge,  take  the  fol- 
*<»wirgiDftance  in  lieu  ot  many  that  could  be  here  produced, 
weie  it  neceifiirY. — And  t     /• 

I.  When  feveral  papers  were  given  in  to  tbe  General  Aiiem. 
Xi5}0,  all  the  anfwer  thev  got  from  the  Cbmmittee  wa8,,That 
^hat  was  complained  oi  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  o^ufe's  o^  the 
national  faft :  and  though  thefe  caufes  were  more  full  than 
wj  fiocc  that  time ;  yet  the  left  and  declaration  (two  of  ihe 
P-wcipai  evils  complained  o^)  were,  at  the  defire  ouhe  kinc'a 
c*«inifrioner  and  otncrs.  expunged  from  faid  adt  cr  caufes,  h5> 
Meihcy  had  taken  fatd  teii  and  declaration.  < 

1  Though  an  afl  was  concerted  in  the  committee  of  oveF** 
fO'Ci,  (which  was  brought  in  and  read  in  open  aflcmWy)  aflVrt- 
wgChrift^  headfhip  ovjcr  the  church,-  yet  it  was  then  (upprcflcd 
MaDCPer  heard  of  li nee  that  tiHK.  ;  . 

3-  One  George  Mcldrum,  who  had  forme dy  been  a  curate^ 
Vai  not  only  received  into  the  chiijch  on  the  forefaid  terms,  but  . 
cbipifen  moderator  to  tiie  afTemblies.  1698,  1705.  but  alfo  mad«  « 
^feffor  of  divinity  in  the  college  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  all  wiij)? 
•Bt'inv  pnbltc  8<:kBowlcdgmcni  of  rcprntance  to/  his  formef 
Way—S.vcrali  v/bo  had  lakcp  the  tcfl  and  declaration,  ai\4 
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Now  theft  ;irc  oiily  a  few  firokes  Jn  miniature,  of  that 
which  has  been  by  fotne  called  the  glorious  find  happy 
reyolution;  for  it  werefrfiOTaneQus  to  iniift  upon  a  por-i 
firait  of  that  here  which  has  (b  often  and  fo  well  been 
4elincate4  and  ^gured  out  by  others.-*^ And  if  any  think 
that  what  is  hereiaid  l^ears  too  hard  upon  the  revolution 
ijettlement,  I  anfwer  that  wh?it  wa>  good  in  that  eftablifh- 
ment  I  have  ac)cilowledged,  and  in  what  was  evil  it  were 
to  be  wifhed,  that,  one  feature  niore  unto  the  foregoing 
draught  could  not  be  added,  not  to  mention  the  bud  ef^ 
fefts  or  woeful  confequences  daily  flowing  therefrom  a 
The  beholding  of  which,  if  the  feeing  of  our  eyes  and 
the  hearing  of  our  ears  could  rightly  affeft  oi'r  hearts, 
night  inake  us  iigh  and  cry  out  with  the  lamenting 
prophet  of  old : — Mfjtnypafi^r^  have  dejlroyed  my  vineyards. 
r^and  being  defohte^  it  ptourpetb  unto  pie.f^Tbi'n  is  a  con-m. 
t^racyofierprf^hets:  They  are  light andtreacherous perfonr^ 
"^Her  priejis  have  polluted  tfje  JanEtuary^  they  have  done- 
nfklence^  to  the  law.-^Her  princes  are  revolters  :  therefore 
'0je  law  is  jlacled^  ^nd  judgment  dofb  never  goforf%.--^ 
^Tberrfore  wrong  judgmept  proieedeth.     But 

Tbirdljs  Somewhat  might  now  be  faid  concerning; 
Chriflrian  fellowibip  gnd  coj^reipondant  xueetings  ii>  ge4 
neral :  but  as  my  judgment  on  this  point  zpay,  perhaps,^ 
tally  with  the  mind  of  m^y  of  thofcj^  for  whopn  thist 
publication  is  chiefly  defigned,  I  fhall  therefore  refer 
them  to  the  introduAion,  ;md  their  own  infgrmatory 
findication  on  head  !•     And  here  I  (hall  only  obferve^ 

y?.  They  never  reckoned  themfelves  to.  be  a  civil  ju-r 
dicatory :  for  altho*  for  the  better  •  order  in  fpeaking, 
th^r  found  it  neceflary  to  choofe  one  to  occupy  the 
jplace  (or  rather  the  n^mt)  of  a  pirxfes  ;  yet  they  never 
fbciked  upon  thefe  tranfactions  to  be  of  a  civil  nature* — 
i[idee4  in  fuch  ^  hrofcea  ftate,  the  vexy  end  of  the/e 

meetipo;^ 

peifeciited  the  people  of  God,  npoii  theJiketfrraa  were  a^dmittcd 
rnlioff  elders  at  the  fame  time.    And 

^.  4;  when  a  member  qf  the  Goneral  AiTemhly  17^3,  was  fpeak-< 
&iffin  favoar  of  our  co? tniiated  work  of  reformation  to  ftrength<« 
CQliis  caofe.  aod  make  bis  demand  appear  more  juft  and  equt^^ 
table,  tir.  Jim^  Saiithiii  Cramrpond,  from  the  moderator's 
chaa/,  ia  the  faee  of  the  General  Afl^mbl  ^ ,  conffdenily  d^claredi^ 
*i  that  the  chortfh  was  not  now  upon  that  footin|K.**  meaning  th^ 
covenants*^— ^ Any  who  deiire  to  fee  thefe  and  many  inore  in- 
jibnees  of  the  like  oatore,  may  oonfnU  l>e  ro<^*s  memoirs,  p.  320. 
^r.  C^A/Aibo'f  p/affireaiojps,  and  Hefihxkti)^  b^^p^bk  \>Ui»4uftf||L 


meetings  obliged  them  to  toncert  and  eonchide:  upon 
xvhdt  was  neceirary  and  advantageous  unto  thcmfelvesi 
botii  as  men  and  Chriftiaos,  for  the  propagation  and 
right  managing  of  the  public  teftimony  th^  maintained 
in  agreeablcneis  to  the  word  of  God,  law  of  nature  and 
fiwdamenul  laws  of  the  land.— But  even  in  this  cafe, 
irtcre  there  is  a  ftanding  miniftry,  it  is  fometimes  found 
requifite  and  expedient  to  keep  what  they  call  congrega* 
tional  meetings  to  treat  upon  (cxtermtm  prwt/egii/m 
eccJt/ta^.J  The  external  priviledges  of  the  churchi  and 

rhis  cannot  be  called  a  civil  judicatory.- ^Nor 

2ii/y,  Did  they  ever  look  upon  thefe  corrclpon- 
dcncies  to  be  a  church  judicatory,  or  purely  of  an  eccle^ 
fialtical  nature,  as  they  never  took  upon  themfelves  the 
cxercifc  of  church  difcipline,  or  to  purge  fcandal.  Nay^ 
It  is  evident  from  the  following  regiiler,  that  during 
the  whole  time  an  ordained  miniiler  was  never  admitted 
a  conititute  member  of  the  faid  correfpondencies,  al* 
tho'  tlieprefence  of  fuch,  (when  they  had  any)  was  many* 
times  found  ncceflary  and  of  great  advantage  for  thciir 
sdvlcc  and  concurrence  in  things  of  an  important  na-^ 
ture.  It  is  true,  that  being  oft  times  deftitute  of  a 
church  judicatory,  yea  fometimes  witliout  a  xninifter^ 
or  gofpel  ordinances  altogether,  they  were  in  provi« 
deuce  laid  under  a  necelHty  to  treat  of  things  that 
more  properly  belonged  to  that  charafter ;  fuch  as  tht 
appointing  of  diets  of  failing,  diftributing  collectionsji 
fe*r.  But  if  we  grant  this  maxim,  that  in  times  and 
cafes  extroardinary,  fomeihing  extraordinary  may  be  dme^ 
this  may  eajtly  be  accounted for.^^^^'LeX  it  then  fuflSice  fbff 
an  anlwer  unto  thofe,  who  have  wondered  what  for  %, 
creature,  geiieral  meetings  were,  That  they  were,  (at  IcaJ^ 
ought  to  be)  a  body  or  religious  fociety  of  menand  chiriCi 
tian  men,  confikute,  allenarlyy  of  the  members  of  felcft 
praying  focieties,  who  had  embodied  themfelves  into- 
chriftian  fdlowfhip  meetings  for  prayer,  godly  confer* 
exicc  and  other  religious  duties  for  the  mutalhdipan4 
cdificatijon  of  one  another. — And  as  this  duty,  wl^ethcr 
as  ta  i«licl  focieGes  or  correfpondent  meetings,  is  a  d«tjr 
notooiy  llighted.  and  ucgle£led  by  the  moft  part,  but 
esen  .objcftcd  againft  by  many  in  this  degenerate  and  ap« 
Ijoftjjtc  generation, .  it  may  be  no  ways  iropertinatc  hcn^ 
t(^,toi}ch  a  Ufitte  at  its  divine  warrant  or  ini^it.utiOD,  its 
utility  and  the'  neceflity  of  fuch  a  duty/ in  thefe  fe«» 
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ijlf  For  Its  divine  warrant  or  inftitutlbn,  fays  the  fpi- 
lit  of  God  by  the  Apottle  to  the  Hebrews:-- Not  Jorfak^ 
ing  the  affemhling  of  ourfilves  together ^  as  the  manner  of 
fome  //,  hut  eifhorting  one  another^  &c«  Which  duty  tve 
find  warranted  by  the  praftices  of  both  old  and  new  Tef- 
^  tament  faints.  And  fo  Ezra  ix.  4.  ^hen  there  nvere 
mJTembled  unto  mcy  every  one  that  trembled  at  the  ivords  of 
ihe  God  of  Ifrael^  &c.  And  Ma!,  iii.  i6,  Then  they  that 
feared  the  Lardy  fpahe  often  one  to  another y  &c.  And  to 
what  pnrpoft  went  they  out  and  fat  by  the  river  of  Babel, 
Pfal.  cxxxvii.  but  to  remember  and  fpeak  of  Zion  with 
Wh»^  religions  converfation  ? — It  is  alfo  prophefied  of  as 
Ivhat  fhould  abound  in  the  new-Teftauient  church.  See 
Jcr.  xxiii.  25.  Zach.  viii*  21. — Accordingly  we  find 
many  fweet  fellowfliip  meetings  kept  by  the  Lord^s  peo- 
ple in  the  new-Tcftament  times  5  feverafe  of  whom  were 
kept  by  our  Lord  himfelf  with  his  difciples  while  on  earth 
both  before  and  after  his  refurreftion ;  which  for  our 
imitation  and  example,  are  recorded  in  fcripture  f ;  in 
imitation  of  which,  Thefe  all  continued  tvlth  one  accord 
in  prayer  with  the  women,  Afts  i.  14.  And  to  this  ex- 
crcifewcretheygatheredintothehoufeof  Cornelius  j  and 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  the  fame  work  were  they 
gathered  unto  the  river  fide  at  Philipi,  unto  whom  Paul 
preached :— And  in  the  houfe  of  Mary,  Aftsxii.  12. 
But  what  needs  more  ?  nay,  it  became  fo  effential  to  re- 
ligion, that  the  primitive  Chriftians  made  the  communi- 
on of  faints  an  article  of  their  creed,  and  they  looked  u- 
ponthem  as  none  of  their  fi^temity,  who  did  not  man- 
tain,  or  take  pleafure  in  the  fellowfliip  of  Chriftians.- — 
laoty  (fays  the  royal  Pfehnift,)  acpmfanionof all  that  fear 
and  obey  thee. 

2dlyy  As  it  is  of  divine  inftitotion,  fo  it  is  of  great  ufe 
and  utility  unto  the  people  of  God .    For 

I.  How  many  fins  have  been  prevented  and  temptati- 
ons defeated  by  Chriftian  fellowfliip  ?  Our  firft  parent 
Eve  w?s  alone,  when  affaulted.  A  Peter  will  fometimes 
confcfsChrift  in  company  with  the  apoftles  ;  who  when 
abfeht  from  thera,  will  fhamefuHy  deny  him.  For  as 
iioufe^  or  bodies  of  men  are  more  apt  and  able  to  ftand 
a  ftorm,  when  built,  or  ftanding  together,  than  alone  ; 
fo  members  of  religious  fbcieties  have  many  times  proved 

'  '  help 
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kelpful  for  the  ftrcngthning  and  fupporting  of  one  ano- 
ther. The  wife  man's  maxim  is,  Two  are  better  than 
mtifortheij  have  a  reward  for  their  labour  ;  for  if  they 
fallj  the  one  will  lift  up  his  fellow  : — if  one  prevail  agatt^ 
fmi,  tivojhall  with/land  him  :  and  a  threefold  cord  is  not 
u/lly  broken.     And 

2.  The  Lord  has  in  an  emiuept  manner  countenanced 
diis  duty  : — for  what  fweet  and  comfortable  returns  of 
prayer,  (tho',  alas  !  thefe  are  now  in  a  great  meafure 
gone)  have  the  Lord's  people  experienced  in  thefe  meet- 
ings, bcth  in  the  primitive  times  *,  and  in  our  reforming 
times;  but  efpecially  in  the  la^e  fuffering  times  both  be- 
fore and  fince  the  revolution,?  witnefs  their  own  dying 
teftimonies,  wherein  they  not  only  enforce  and  inculcate 
this  duty  upon  others,  but  folemnly  declare  what  their 
ovm  fonls  had  experienced  thereby  f  •     Nay,  they  rifqu-«^ 
cd  their  worldly  all  to  enjoy  the  fweetnefs  of  Chriftian 
fellowfliip.     And  how  fhameful  is  it  for  us  to  be  behind 
them  in  this  duty^  while  we  are  not  expofed  to  any  oct- 
ward  hazard  or  amazement.     Says  one  who  had  the  ex- 
perience of  this, — Come  here,  and  I  will  tell  ypu  what  he 
hath  done  for  my  foul.     And 

3.  The  Lord  has  beftowed  a  variety  of  gifts  upoa 
Chriftians  ;  one  is  endowed,  with  ({uick  wit  and  inven- 
tion, another  withfolidity  of  judgment  5  to  one  is  given 
a  great  ftock  of  utterance,  to  another  a  good  memory  ; 
—one  is  more  open  and  zealous,  another  is  wary  and 
cautious  5  one  is  ftrong  in  gifts  and  graces,  another  is 
weak  5  one .  is  ofttimes  dejefted  and  caft  down,  another 
is  more  facetious  and  cheerful :  and  for  what  purpofe  are 
all  thefe  given,  but  to  glorify  the  giver,  and  for  the  edi- 
Mcation  of  one  another  ?  Whei^^ore^  (fays  the  apofUe  to 
the  Theflaloiiians)  comfort  jourfelves  together,  and  edify 
9fie  another: 

ylly^  As  this  duty  is  of  great  ufc,  fo  it  is  highly  reafon-^ 
W  and  necelTiry.     For 

I.  It  is  neceflary  and  reafonable  for  all  lawful  civil  {o* 
acties,  to  ufe  habile  methods  in  treating  of  their  own 
'nterell  and  concerns  j  fo  it  is  highly  expedient  for  the 

followers 

:     •  Vide  Euftbius's  ecclefiaflical  hiflory,  lib.  3.  cb.  30.  lib,  5. 

ra. ;  andSjcrates'shiftorv,  lib.  i.ch.  15. 
t  Such  as  the  dying  teflimofiies  of  James  Robertfon,  John 

Fiodlay,  John  5  ch mood,  John  Paton,  Robert  Millar,  ThcttlW 
^Attldart,  Joho  Ktlbei  :  aadUace  the  revolution  Sir  KobtYl^V 
m»0i,,  jgEa  Wilfoa,  uoi  fcvugl  others. 
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-^followers  of  Chrift,  not  only  to  concert  rules  anJ  meth- 
^l^iods  for  the  promoting  of  the  intereft  of  that  body  where* 
of  he  is  the  head  %  ^,  but  alfo  to  have  a  particular  fympa- 
£hy  and  fellow-feeling  with  one  another. — It  is  a  milU 
tary  maxim,  whether  in  dangerous  marches,  or  in  a 
pofture  of  defence,  *<  to  ftick  or  ftand  clofe  together." 
And  fo  ought  all  Chrift's  faithful  foldiers,  if  they  would 
ihanage  their  fpiritual  affairs  with  fuccei's  and  to  pur-^ 
pofe. — rNeithcr  can  this  duty  be  reftridted  unto  times  of 
pcrfecution  only,  as  fome  would  have  it. — It  is  true,  thefe 
times  are  ^^tt^  proper  feafons  for  it  :  but  it  will  be  found 
neceJOiary  sitid  beneficial  at  all  times,  and  efpecially  in 
times  of  defection  and  apodacy,  and  in  perilous  times  \ 
and  never  mor€^  acceptable  unto  God  than  now,  wheu 
notonlyalmoft  all  kinds  of  error,  infidelity  and  profaiiity  a-  . 
bounds,  and  even  amongfi:  profeiTors  \    but  alfo  when 

we 

•  X  There  is  avariety»f  rules,  quenes,  articles  and  dire Aioos 
prefcrtbed  by. different  authors  in  the  method  for  receiving  in- 
trants into  thefe  meetings,  which  for  brevity's  fake  I  muft  here 
omit.  I  fhall  therefore  only  recite  a  'ev  o^  them  which  feem  to 
be  very  much  overlooked,  even  by  thoie  few  who  pay  any  at* 
teotioo  now  onto  this  duty. 

I.  **  The  cpnftituent  members  (hould  bt  of  found  principles, 
^a  blitmclefs'conyerfation,  endowed  with  a  competent  mtrafure 
of  knowledge,  and  exercifed  about  their  foul's  cafe,  and  the 
declarative  glory  of  God  in  the  world." 

».  '*  Id  matters  of  the  public  teftimony,  let  no  member,  nor 
Sret  any  fingic  meeting  meddle  to  do  any  tiung  but  with  the  coa« 
fcntof  the  general  cor  refpondence."' 

3«  <*  Na  menber  (hould  take  on  him  any  public  office,  or  un- 
dertake any  debateable  pradticc,  nor  go  to  iaw  without  acquaint- 
idgtbe  meeuDg  for  their  advice  and  confent.*' 
.  4.  **  No  member  ihauld  go  to  any  peony  wedding,  or  fre- 
quent debauched  company,  udder  the  pain  of  reciufion  from  the 
meetirg."  •  ' 

5.  '*  Every  member  is  to  labour  to  have  their  coaverfation  e* 
very  way  becoming  the  gofpel,  and  becoming  fuch  a  proteiHon  ; 
and  (hould  do  more  than  others  do,  feeing  they  profefs  more. 
Therefore  they  fnould  be  miich  taken  up  in  fecrct  prayer,  read- 
ing the  fcriptu  res,  and  coming  to  public  ordinances  when  dif* 
X>enre(l  in  GikTs  way."    And 

Lafily^  **  When  any  member  falls  under  fcandal,  he  is  to  be 
recludedft  nntil  be  give  evident  (igns  oi  bis  true  repeataocc,  and  ( 
until  he  both  fatisfy  the  &f23n  (if  there  be  any)  aod  the  m^^t*  . 
ing^  abcpt  it.*' 

Any  who  want  no  Fee  thefe  dire^oiis,  qaeries  and  articles  at 
large*  may  confult  Mr.  Walter  Smith's  rules  and  di^eAions  for 
fellowihip  meetings,  the  method  to  be  ufcd  in  receiving  members 
into  tberefprmeo  fopcties  by  Mr.  Renwiek  ai^d^«.«e|)eral 
'oA^oji  (jprt  in  mtijurcria) :  aad  Mr,  liej^i^^ptoy,:  Uw^^. 
whht  He  abate  are  exCramo* 
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we  are  under  the  awful  gloom  of  approiching  judgments^ 
and  fecmingly  upon  the  eve  of  fome  d«(]^^on;  the 
I^ord's  judgments  being  already  ^^r^/a^f  in  the  earthy  which 
requires  the  mod  intenfe  diligence  in  keeping  up  the  ere 
dit  of  religion',  when  fo  much  abandoned  and  bonie 
down*  It  behoved  to  be  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when  thefe 
mentioned  by  Malachi,  fpake  often  ofie  to  another.     And 

2.  Might  I  be  permitted  to  ufe  this  as  an  argument 

to  enforce  this  duty  ?  It  is  the  conftant  pradice  of  pro^ 

fane  and  wicked  men,  fuch  as  ftage-players,  comedians, 

mafqueraders^  frequenters  of  balls,  drunkardsi  thieves^ 

highwaymen,  extortioners,  fe*r,  to  gather  together  aiid 

join  in  clubs,  to  confult  ways  and  means  to  gratify  their 

ovmlufts  and  ambition,  in  ferving  the  worft  of  mafters  : 

and  ihall  thofe  who  ferye  the  beft  of  mafters  be  thus  out* 

ftrippedinadranQinghis  intereft  and  fervice,  andtben*^ 

courage  one   another  in  their  way  heavenward  ;  altho* 

thtj  Aould  be  accounted  fools  for  this  by  a  wicked  ge« 

neration,  or  ma  people  dwelling  alone,  avdnot  reckoned  a^ 

mofigfi  the  nations  ?  And 

3,  The  deejay  or  thriving  of  religion  goes  hand  in  hand 
with  it,  JLook  unto  thetimesofouriff/»rw/7/w«,  and  y^ 
will  find  it  fo  §,  that  when  thefe  meetings  began  to  de- 
cay, than  religion  became  dead  and  languid. — On  the 
contrary,  it  has  been  very  juftly  obferved  by  fome,  that 
fai  any  corner  of  the  land  where  religion  began  to  tlirivc 
and  flourifh,  thefe  meetings  began  as  natively  to  be  ere^-. 
cd,  as  birds  of  one  kind,  m  chobfing  their  mates  in  the' 
fpring,  begin  to  draw  together.— No  fooner  was  Faul 
converted,  than  he  effayed  to  join  the  company  of  difci^ 
pies.  Let  us  gojheedily  and  pray  before  the  Lord, — c^  / 
will  go  aljb^     Ana 

Lafllsy  Thi^  excrcife  is  highly  requifite  as  an  appara-« 
tus  to  fit  and  prepare  us  for  eternal  communion  and  feU 
lewihip  with  theiaints  above«  All  perfons  ought  to  be 
rcfdv^d  in  what  company  they  take  moft  pleafure  in 
while  upon  earth.  And  how  (hall  we  think  to  keep  com- 
pany by  the  clofleft  communion  with  thofe  glorified  faintr 
above,  with  whom  we  could  not  think  to  keep  fellow-i 
fhip  with  while  upon  earthy — ^It  is  ufual  for  defignedtra- 
Tellers  untbafar'cauntry  to  choofe  to  travel  in  company ; 
«-fQ  nothing.. is  mctt'e  commodious  for  the  traveller  to 

i'-FoHlih  Ibe  Fox^  9^  asd  iiRmomenti»  Clark's  man^TcA, 


XVI  7(7  the  Reader. 

the  cekftial  country,  or  Jcrufalem  above,  than  to  go  u 
troops  as  they  did  of  old  when  going  up  to  the  folemi 
feafts  of  the  Lord  at  Jcrufalem,  /  went  nvith — a  multi 
tude  that  kept  My  days. 

After  all  this,  I  know  there  have  been  and  are  \ 
number  of  objcfltions  muftered  upagainft  thefe  meetings 
but  for  brevity's  fake,  I  muft  here  confine  myfelf  unt( 
the  three  following,  which  I  take  to  be  the  moft  forml 
dable  arid  recent  at  prefent. 

Objec.  I,  For  what  purpofeferve  thefe  meetings ^  when 
iheje  who  frequenPrthem^  are  as  bad^  if  not  worfe^  tBan 
many  in  the  neighbourhood  ?,  All  I  obferve  in  anfwer  to 
this,  is,— That>.no  queftion,but  there  have  been,  aiid  will 
be  tares  among  the  wheat,  and.  corn  amongft  ^he  chaffy 
until  the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  reftitution  of  aH 
things.  And  ofttimes  hjrpocrify  goes  under  the  name  of 
real  religion,  and  many  times  real  religion  is  branded 
%Tith  the  Vile  epithet  of  diflimulation  5  and  commonly 
■^hen  a  corrupt  member,  or  one  falling  into  any.fault 
(which,  alas  !  is  now  a-aays  become  too  common)  is 
difcovered,  then  nothing  is  more  ufual  for  the  neigh- 
bourhood, than  to  judge  the  whole  web  by  bis  fwatch. 
But  what  does  this  militate  agaihft  the  duty  itfelf,  pr  the 
remanent  members  either  ?  For,  by  a  parity  of  reafon,, 
we  might  conclude  that  all  the  eleven  apoftles  w^re  trai- 
tors, becaufe  Judas  was  one.  But  even  their  ovm  con* 
feffion,  implied  in  the  charge,  fhews,  that  when  they 
are  fo  much  offended  at  any  tiding  blame-worthy  in  a. 
number  of  fuch  focieties,  (at  leaft  it  fays  tome)  that- 
they  think  thefe  ought  or  fliould  be  better  than  them^ 
fclves  or  others  ;  otherwife  what  would  be  obfervable  a-? 
bout  them  above  others  l — But  judge  noty  lefi  ye  be 
judged. 

Objec.  IL  It  is  further  objefted,  and  even  by  feme, 
that  fhould  preach  up  the  neceflity  of  fiich  a  duty.  That 
thefe  meetings  fervefor  little  purpofe^  bt4t  to  raife  needlefs 
que/iiQns,  and  gender  Jlrife  and  divjfion.  Unto  this  \ 
I  would  reply,,  that 

I.  It  is  now  a  long  time,  fince  fin  and  duty,  truth  and 
error  have  ftruggled  in  the  moral  world,  and  that  both 
with  refpe<S  to  the  inward  and  outward  mai),  wherein 
fometimes  Ifrael,  and  fometimes  Amalek  prevails, — But . 
it  has  been  an  epidemical  evil  in  almoft  every  age,  that 
whene^'er  any  perfon  or  fociety  of  men,  began  to  make 

any 
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*hy  confciencCj  progrefs  or  degree  in  teftifylng  acainfl: 
thclins  and  dcF^^^^cions  of  the  time  wherdn  they  exiftcd, 
tliat  they  could  be  characterized  by  the  generation,  (and 
cvetibr  fomeof  thofcwho  are  none  ofthemoft  irreligi«- 
otts)  as  men  of  ftrife,  contention  or  dlvifive  coUrfcs, 
'f atis  is  no  new  thiag  :  fays  the  prophet,  when  lie  had 
hctw  declaring  the  truth  unto  an  apoftate  geneniJion,— 
Woif  mf^  ffty  mcf/:t^f  that  thju  hajl  hru  me  a  vian  ofjtrifi 
timlcontifftti7n  unto  the  tvholeenrtkt     but 

2.  Let  it  bj  fuppofcd,  that  thprc  fhould  be  any  fu<iH 
frojWefome  pcrfons  in  thcfe  focieties,  who  raife  need* 
it-r*»  feuds  and  difofdersj  the  fault  is  in  the  members,  and 
not  in  the  duty  itfelf  whdn  rightly  managed.  This  mull: 
hold  good  in  all  other  lawful  aflemblies,  whether  civil  of 
religious,  as  well  as  chefe  mectiiigs,  and  grant  that  therd 
is  or  has  been  in  thofc  meetings  (particularly  con^fpon«4 
djnt  and  congregational  meetings)  ftill  fome  pcrfon  or 
other  afpiring  to  have  the  lead  in  every  argument,  mo- 
tion, vote  or  propoiition  j  which  fometinies  has  created 
iio  fmall  diforder  :  Yet  as  this  ofttimcs  proceeds  front 
pride  nnd  ambitioti,  or  at  beft  from  fiery  zeal,  or  to 
lie-ir  thcmfelves  fpeak  or  argue  for  arguments  fake,  oi* 
ratiicr  baiUcr,  (which  is  worfe)  tl>cle  mmt  rather  be  acr 
counted  a  peil  or  burden  than  a  blefiing  or  benefit  unto 
•any  well  regulaLCd  fociety  : — offence  mufl  comey  (fays  the 
great  iniKitutcr  of  all  ordinances)  bvt  woe  unto  hivi  by 
.huljiii  it  iomtth*     The 

III.  And  laftobjeaion  that  t  flir.ll  obferve,  and  it  has 
al'b  been  made  by  fome  of  thofe  men  which  muft  nepds 
novV  occupy  the  places  of  teachers  :  vi/.  7hefs  meet'tngs^ 
i.t€'  nc  luup  tjc'edjul  or  necejfarjy  excepting  unto  thcfe  called 
fuantahi^nieh^  *Liiht,n  they  ivant  preiuLlng,  Unto  this  { 
i;).ty  anfwer, 

I.  That  indeed  this  is  no  iynpi-opcr  extr^ifc  for  peo- 
j-.If,  when  dvifiitut't"  of  pulnic  ordinunc^is,  (of  which  ihe 
{^llowin;-^  legificr  i:>  ^  pi egiiant  proof)  but  does  this  ex- 
nnpt  otliers  who  d^iiiy  enjoy  gofpcUordmances  from  ail 
obligation  lo  tliis  duty  ?  Surely  no.  The  apoftle  en- 
joins us  tc  exkjrt  one  an'Jhery — to  comfort  one  n?ioiher, — 19 
t-dify  one  another^ — tu  teach  and  aJtnoniJh  one  another y — ^to 
■  receive  one  another y — to  hefuhjeSl  to  one  another y — to  confefs 
their  fins  to  one  anofhtry — to  mi  nifler  their  g'lft^  to  om  am-* 
/^r#-,— -^ivd  toy^/vv  Qne  anoiht-r  in  ;V:r*:    and  how  can 

c  they 

*  Ilfh.  ;i/.  rj.  1  TPcff.  t.  It.  Co],  i\\.  i6.  Ro3\.  3L^.  V  Y-ft^l. 
Ki  21.  Jdjj/^  V.  i6,  1 2^1.  iv,  10.  Gal,  v.  1 3 • 
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dp  this  without  an  opportunity  for.ltbat  pmrpofe  ?  an^ 
however  fome  explain  fome  of  .thefe  texts^  according  to 
their  own  notion  inoppofitioQ  to  tbb  diity  ;  yet  furxt 
they  can  never  be  wholly  reftrifted  either  to  family  wor- 
ihip,  or  yet  public  ordinances.  And  granting  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  families,  why  not  of  a  number  of  familica 
n^t  together,  and  a  number  of  thefe  focieties  unto  the 
fame  exerclfcs  of  duty  ?  and  this  makes  nothing  at  all 
againft  the  fixth  and  fevenlh  direftion  in  our  direftory 
for  worfliip,  (as  they  foolifhly  would  liippofe)  providing 
that  the  one  duty  do  not  retard  or  juille  out  the  other. 
—And  for  public  church-meetings,  where  have  they  the 
opportunity  to  adminifter  thefe  gifts  unto  one  another, 
except  they  turn  Quakers  ?  According  to  the  divine  in- 
junAiou,  a  woman  is  not  to  fpeak  in  the  church  :  But 
'  here  the  apoftle  makes  no  diilindlion  \  nay,  we  are  told 
in  the  forecited  text,  Afts  i.  17,  That  thefe  eUl  etntinued 
witb  one  accord  in  prayer  with  the  women  J.  And 
.  .  Lajlly^ 

X  Here  t  cuieftioo  may  arile*  'Whether  womeo  may  he  fuft- 
ained  as  cooltiiute  memDcrt  in  focicty  meetings  I  and  if  fo, 
whether  they  ought  to  okeer  tpan  or  with  mea  in  a  promKcuous 
tnanaer  ?--Rtft  at  thii  jM>int  has  been  romewHsrt  controferted, 
it  will  be  at£i£B  te^ive  10  fabftance  the  mind  of  a  very  judicious 
.writerji  defigqsd  Timotheut  Pbiladelphus*  but  faid  to  be  Mr. 
. Brown  of  Wamphray,  in  a  pretty  large  masufcripr,  intituled, - 
••  The  divine  right  of  the  meetings  of  the  Lord**  people,  ijc,*^ 
to  which  he  fsys, 

^\  Lil/Hyt  You  may  afTociatc  in  thefe  meetings  with  Chriftiao 
women  i  for  thefe  are  Chriftians  as  well  as  men  are  i  and  (o  the 
common  Chrifliao  duties  which  are  competent  to  thefe  meetings, 
do  belong  to  them ;  as  alfo  they  had  need  to  have  ibcie  duties 
performed  towards  them,  as  weil  as  men ;  and  rather  more, 
feeiog  they  are  the  weaker  vefTels,  and  fo  temptations  and  fad 
.^ifpenfstions  a^e  the  more  ready  to  ieize  upoa  them*  And.  fur- 
ther, the  bleiliogs  premifed  and  beftou^ed  on  thefe  meetings, 
and  fuch  as  cooluntly  frequent  them,  do  belong  to  both  fexes. 
In  a  word,  sH  the  foregoing  argomeots  brought  in  for  proving 
the  lawfalneis  of  thefe  meeungs,  it  cooclndes  in  favour  of  wo- 
men's being  members  and  aAars  in  thefe  meetings.  In  the  old 
Teftament,  fee  ^lier  in  the  palace  of  Ahafutras^  Efther  iv. 
As  slfb  Job  xlii.  IX.  'there  was  a  meeting  in  which  Job's  lifters, 
as  Weil  as  others,  wefeprefent;  and  by  the  daughters  io  the 
Song  are  rtieant  weak  fainu,  whether  men  or  women  in  thefe  pri« 
Yatemeetiigs.-And  thefe  fpokenofMal.  iii*  10.  rou ft  include 
women  as  well  as  men.  And  if  we  come  to  the  newTefUmeoc* 
we  find  Mary  and  Elizabeth  at  this  exercife«  Luke  i.  and  for 
the  famepurpofe  fee  Mark  xyi.  Luke  xxii.  %»  John  xx,  17.  £cc. 
and  fo  in  that  meeting.  Ads  i.  19.  n^  ali  continued  in  pray 
^/-it'/M  f^f  nv^mcKH   Afid  chete  in  the  boub  oi  tAi\^>  K€i% 
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hafilji  "To  fhut  up  the  whote^  the  Lord  has  not  onlr 
put  a  note  of  attentioB  and  approbation  upon  this  duty, 
Mai.  iu.  l6.--^-0m/  the  Lord  bearlened  at? a  heard ^  and  m 
book  rf rtmembrance  Vfos  Vfritten  before  him  ;  bit  has  alfq 
appended  a  moft  gracious  promife  of  his  prefence  unto 
it,  Mat,  xviii-  Ip,  20. — If  Pwo  of  pu  Jhall  agree  on  earth 
as  touching  any  thing  that  theyjhallajk^  itfball  he  done  for 
tbem^'^For  ivkcre  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
tiavit^  there  ant  I  in  the  midji  of  them. 

After  what  I  have  here  obferved,  (and  elfewhcfp 
upon  the  like  occaiV^u)  Ifuppofeit  were  ncedlefs  to  act 
Tance  any  thing  as  motives  to  enhance  this  publication. 
Only  as  different  fubjefts  ofttimes  have  different  circunv- 
fiancesy  I  fliall  juft  hint  to  the  reader, 

I.  lliat  it  is  pretty  evident,  that  that  handful  defign* 
ed  by  the  name  of  the  United  Societies  have  been  very 
much  traduced  both  before  and  fince  the  revolution  : 
before  the  revolution  they  were  branded  as  blind  zealots, 
/cJij'/niaticks,  rejefters  of  yniniftry  and  magiftracy,  men 
ot  bloody  and  feditious  principles,  isfc.  Since  the  reso- 
lution their  moft  faithful  contendings  have  been,  by 
fome  hiftorians  and  others,  rcprcfented  as  high  flightf'^ 
and  extravagances^  And  although  ibmewhat  has  drop** 
ped  from  divers  pens  at  different  times  in  their  behalf, 
yet  fure  a  better  vindication  hi  their  defence  cannot  be 
produced,  than  a  publication  of  thele  very  tranfactioug. . 
for  which  they  were  fo  aljperfed  5  and  it  would  appear, 
that  it  waswrot^  at  firft  with  a  view  to  this  :  for  ijoifdom 

c  2  is 

KiJ.  It.  Asd  thofe  aiTerabied  ^t  the  river  (ide  of  Phlilppi*  And 
fonsjtimea  they  nia.y  not  only  prove  helpful,  bat  io  tjhcfe  meet"' 
ing»»  g'^e  *  lefTon  16  an  old  miniller  or  profcflbr," 

**  B'lt  here  it  may  be  objedcd.  That  promifcaous  meetjcf^  of 
m^n  aod  women  for  private  woifhipand  mutual  edi^cstipn  aro 
l;able  to  reproich*  and  apt  to  be  abufed^  ^c.  To  which  I  Ul* 
fwtr, 

**.i.  That  why  meetings  of  men  and  women  for  fueh  dut^et 
fhocid  be  termed  promifcuons,  more  than  other  meetings  of  won* 
/hip  of  both  fexes*  for  family  worfhip,  or  for  pubh'c  ordioanceft 
or  dvil  aflairt  of  life  are  fo  called  or  reputed,  \  know  r^t.-Bu( 
this  1  know,  that  all  meetings  of  men  and  women  for  whatever 
purpofes,  are  apt  to  be,  and  have  been  abufed  by  Satan  and  hi$ 
inAmmems  for  finifter  endf ." 

Here  he  goet  on  in  anfwev  to  this  bbje^ion  with  much  .briiliaa- 
cy  ot  argnment,  fhewiog  in  feveral  pvtictilars,  what  pradei^a 
ihouid  be  afcd  in  women's  being  members  of  fuch  focieries  :-- 
aod  withal  whit  cautjon  ihoold  be  ufed  to  prevent  every  grotind 
-  of  jealonfv  or  lufpicion,  that  may  occaQofl  reproach  uyoo  (uctv  % 
reiigjons  idt'^jr.   ':^  . 
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is  fvjtijied  of  her  children, — It  is  true,  every  thing  is  beat?  ■• 
tiiui  in  its  fealbn,  and  perchance  foinc  may  think,  that 
after  fo  much  time  is  dapfed,  this  publication  wants  thU 
peace  of  rcquifite  duty.  But  grant  this,  better  late  than 
never;  the  J^^rd  hns  aflured  us  in  his  word,  that  he  will 
both  olead  his  own  caute,  and  vindicate  his  witneiKng 
cb^irch  and  pjjople :  But  the  pofitivc  rime  we  have  not 
prcfcribed  ;  only  we  arc  furc,  that  it  fhall  be  either  while 
alive,  or  after  they  are  gone,  ^<fo.v  ivilt  mawtarn  the  cavle 
tj  thf  aff^'itUiiy  ami  the  ri^bt  of  ike  por,     A 

2.  Motive  for  this  publication  may  be  this  •,  th?t  a.^ 
theie    two  cardinal  evils    which   they  had  to  ilniggla 
■with,  ^»/z.  Popery  and  Prelacy  feems  fo  be  pushing  their 
•way,  and  making  wide  llrides  unto  thcfc  lands  ruain  j 
Athen  fuch  herds  are  npt  only  warpihi^  cff  to  theantichrii"-. 
tian   canip;^  bvit  even  numbers  ci   w It ncfs- bearers  I'cem 
to  be  lofing  views  of  their  o^vn  profeffed  tertirTxOny  hi  thh 
hour  ar/d  poiver  of  darhfufs^  let  us  then,  by  a  rctrcr.iet't 
\:cw,  trace  back  the  footfteps  of  ChriA:*s  flock,  andyvvr^ 
•//r  hds  bfjide   thejhi.'pherds  /c'/.'?*/.r— Indeed  this  crooked 
*and  iiifidious  generation  is  now  become  -iveary  of  {what 
tbey  call)  controverted  points  of  principles  :  thcfe,    fay 
they,  eat  out  the  life  of  religion.     And  as  the  following 
fvbjeft  bears  the  title  of  t'aithfitl  contetidhgs  difpiuyed^ 
k  may  be  judged  to  bear  this  difagrevble  face  of  onlrc-t 
vcrfy  by  fome,  and  fc  b}'  them  be  denied  a  hearing  to 
arfwerfor  itfelf. — It  is  trnc,  itrife  and  divlficn,  the  nvQ 
grand  parerts  of  needl^iris  difp^t^:  vin<l  groundleis  animo- 
£tie?,  always  arc  end  h::ve  be^^n    b:ul  neighbours   to  re- 
ligion.    'JThcfe,  rke  a  gangrene,  h'.;\c  ear  en  out  the  vit-e 
ak  thereof.     But  how  a  faiphful  ccntr.nding  fcrthe  c^uf^ 
oi  Chrifl:  an-1  cvtry   one  of  his  dcf^ifed  truths,  (which 
are  now  fallen  into  fo  much  difrepute  as  to  be  contro-r 
verted)  cun  eat  out  the  life  cf  religion,  is  not   o  eafy  to 
determine.     It  oriult  rather  be  ftared  that  thefe  gentle- 
u^.en  who  \YOuld  exchange  true  zeal,  truth,  and  faith - 
fu'ncfs  for  what  they  deiign  chanty,  moderarion,  and 
liberty  of  confcience,    (hafing  almoil   every  fpecies  of 
contending  or  witnef?  bearing)    have  but   little  real  re- 
ligion at  bottom,  for  controvt-riy  to  corrode  upon.      It 
comoioidy  falls  out  both  lnrefpe«J\  of  principle  a/id  prr.c- 
*   tical  religicn,  that  thofe  unftable  fouls,  to    whom  oid, 
truths  become  unfavoury  bv  fjch  voiatilirv,  not  only 
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Vofc  figlit  of  their  own  profeffion  •  ;  but  moft  caCIy  be- 
come a  prey  uptjd  any  whimiical  not  ion,  error  and  de- 
hifioo  whatlocver.— And  hence  it  is  that  fo  many  pro- 
feflors  are  tript,  and  carried  off  their  feet  at  this  time.* 
Therefore  if  we  can  do  no  more,  if  we  could  but  hon- 
eitiv  hand  down  the  faithful  contendings  of  our  refor- 
ming and  fuiFcring  anccftors  as  a  teftimony  to  pofterity, 
it  might  be  a  piece   of  generation  fervice,  lb  at  would 
yield  no  final!  comfort  or  peace  of  mind  at  laft  f .    Mem- 
orable for  the  purpofe  are  thefe  words  in  the  laft  fpeech 
of  the  laft  martyr  that  publicly  fuffered  on  a  fcaftbid 
inScoriand  ;  "  Do  not  grow  weary  (fays  he)  to  maintain^ 
«*  in  your  place  ^nd  ftatipns,  the  prefent  teftimony ;  for 
"  when  Chrift  goes  forth  to  defeat  antichrift,  with  that 
"  name  written  on  hisvefture,  King  of  Kings j  and  Lord 
^  ef  Lords,  he  will  make  it  glorious  in  tb(J  earth ;  And 
"  if  ye  can  but  tranfmit  it  to  pofterity  ye  may  count  it 
'*  » great  generation  work  :  But  beware  of  the  minifters 
"  that  have  accepted  of  thi$  toleration,  and  all  others 
<<  that  bend  that  way  y  for  the  Sun  hath  gone  down  Uf 
«  pon  theni.'* 

But  I  know,  it  is  objefted,  and  perhaps  will  be  ob- 
jefted,  after  all  that  I  have  here  faid,  and  even  by  fomc 
judicious  perfons,  who,  in  charity^  we  muft  luppofc 
wifli  well  to  the  memory  and  contendings  of  thefe  worthy 
men,  Tbat  as  they  Wfre  mo/f/y private  men^  and  thefe  tranf 
actions  partly  ^f  a  private  nature y  andfometimes  not  carried 
en  infuch  an  agreeable  %uffy  as  they  themfelves  could  have 
%oiJhedy  the  publication  of  them  mufl  rather  tend  tj  eupofe 
them  and  their  weahnefsj  than  to  exoner  them  or  the  uJii' 
monif  they  contended  for  f  before  this  lukewarm  cr  ludibncus 
generation'  Could  I  here  advance  any  thing  they  woull 
iuftain  as  an  anfwer  to  this,  I  would  juft  obfcrve  ; 

ijly  That  altho'  thefe  adiors  and  tranfaclions  wer? 
moftly  private  men  and  privaie  matters  ;  yet  in  fo  far  a.^ 
both  were  connefted  in  carrying  on  the  public  teftimo- 
ny of  the  day,  they  behoved  to  be  of  a  public  nature 

^Ifo^ 

•  Tbcdouhfs  9nd  drifts  of  the  voluble  mind, 
Tbat  here  ipd  there  appear^  tarn  ]udgm<:o(  blind. 

LiTM — -MF- 

•j- The  mao  who  confecratci  his  hours 

J  .By  vigorous  efTortsand  an  honeftaim, 

hi  otict  he  draws  the  ftring  of  life  sod  death  i 
He  w»!ks  with  qaure^  and  her  paths  are  peace. 

Tbe  Complaint,  aighX  (fiCOnA'^ 


I 
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alfo :  aiid  voTild  it  be  accounted  fair  play  to  omit  the 
one,  that  the  other  might  be  concealed  ? 

2rf/jf,  As  fevcral  of  thefe  tranfaAions  are  already  hin- 
ted  at  in  the  Hind  let  loofe, — Informatory  vindication. 
Renwick's  large  life  and  letters,  this  muft  rather  be  :s 
publifhing  the  original,  than  offering  what  is  intirel] 
new  unto  the  public.-— And  tho*  we  are  not  to  judge  ol 
matters,  nor  fteer  our  courfe  always  by  the  ncedJe  pi 
providence  in  the  compafs  of  actions  j  yet  I  might,  aik 
for  what  end  the  original  manufcript  has  been  hitherto 
prcfervcd,  if  for  no  ufe  to  the  public  ? 

>^dfyf  Whatever  divifions.or  things  difagreeable  fel 
in  amongft  them,  it  but  only  fliews  they  were  but  hier 
fubjeft  unto  the  like  paffions  with  others  ;  and  tho'  thcj 
were  but  private  men,  yet  I  might  refer  it  to  the  unbi. 
aflcd  reader,  whether  any  thing  he  finds  here  of  this  na- 
ture, be  not  lefs  than  what  has  fallen  out  in  learned  chqrcl 
judicatories  particularly  fince  the  revolution.     And 

Lqftiyi  For  their  other  faults  and  failings,  they  were  but 
menand  willing  (at  Icaft  to  the  year  1688)  to  h?^ve  thetE 
correfted  J,  and  would  it  not  bear  hard  upon  any  hiftory, 
n^y  on  fcripture  itfelf, .  to  fay,  it  were  better  they  had 
never  been  publifhed,  bccaufe  the  faults  and  failings  oi 
the  .penman,  or  the  perfons  therein  notified,  are  there- 
in related  or  recorded. — Nay,  bear  with  me,  if  I  fhould 
fay,  that  this  is  one  of  the  proper  utps  of  all  hiftory,facrcd 
or  profane ;  for  by  this  important  leffon  we  may,  for  the 
condudt  of  life,  learn  what  was  imitablc  in  the  perfons 
and  ^Aions  therein  narrated,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
caution  avoid  the  rocks  upon  which  they  fplit  or  fiifFer-< 
ed  ihipwreck,  and  fo  by  guarding  againft  the  errors, 
follies  and  n^illakes  of  paft  times,  we  may  be  rendered 

.   wifej 

t  Forinftancc,  the  engagentent  to  Tecrecy  which  they  cn^creil 
into  on  account  of  the  pubhfhing  the  LanerSc  dccl^rttioa  ;  which 
.was  the  moft  exceptionable  thins  of  a  private  nature,  was  h^ 
them  laid  afide  as  foon  a^  they  diicovered  the  evil  consequences 
thereof :  which  was  no  more  nor  lefs  than  what  our  Re^or- 
mers  did  with  feveral  things  fallen  into  at  (he  beginoinf;  oi  the 
reformation,  but  laid  a Hde  afterwards.  And  for  that  word  to 
beafedby  the  wanderers  memicned,  P  64.  let  none  thinlc  it 
was  in  imitation  of  the  Mafon  word  ;  no,  it  was  only  ro  be  uf«ti 
for  a  time  to  prevent  their  being  circoinvtcned  by  klfe  friendi 
or  open  enemies;  a  notable  inftance  we  have  of  the  taking  oi 
Mr.  King,  who  was  betrayed  by  two  of  the  enemy  in  diCiiU'U  ol 
two  ot  the  rufferers.  H^d  this  word  been  then  and  there  ulcd, 
hit  apprehending  ai  that  time  (God  wiilteg)  might  happily  have 
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wiferby  the  experience,  and  at  the  expencc  of  former 
ages.  Very  pertinent  for  this,  arc  a  few  v^ords  near  the 
tjiid  of  the  life" of  Robert  Garuock,  (wrote  by  himfelf 
while  in  prifon,  and  yet  in  manufcript)  who  was  execut« 

cd  at  the  Gallowleeof  Edinburgh,  0^7.  — ,  1681. • 

"  Now,  for  any  thing  I  know,  I  will  be  tortured,  and 
«  my  life  taken,  andi  fo  will  get  no  more  written.  .  So,' 
<<  any  that  read  it,  I  beg  of  them,  to  fiiun  all  that  is  evil 
««  of  my  lilc,  as  they  would  fhunhell ;  and  if  there  btr  . 
**  any  thing  in  it  that  is  for  ufe,  I  requeft  the  Lord  that 
<<  he  may  bear  it  home  upon  them  when  I  am  gone>  and 
««  make  it  tlius  ufcfiil  for  them  that  read  it,  £3*^^" 

All  I  obferve  in  the  laft  place,  anent  the  way  and 
manner  of  this  publication,  is;  that  as  Mr.  Shicld« 
broke  off  Ibmewhat  abruptly  with  a  paper  that  was  to 
be  given  in  by  each  perfon  to  then*  minifters  at  their  ac« 
cefiion  to  the  revolution  church,  it  was  found  neceflarf 
to  add  a  fhort  appendix,  fhewing  upon  what  footing  the 
more  faithful  party  ftood  their  ground  at  and  lince  that 
time. — As  to  the  ftlle  of  language,  it  is  much  the  fan:^ 
with  the  original  copy :  Only  as  there  were  fomc  wordi 
fuper^uous  and  fome  papers  of  leiTer  note,  fomewhat 
prolex :  it  was  found  proper  to  abridge  them  a  little,  as 
concifely  as  pofUble  ;  in  lieu  of  which,  fome  letters  and 
other  papers  more  momentuoiis  have  been  added,  and 
put  in  their  proper  places,  which  had  been  at  firft  omitted 
with  a  few  foot  notes  for  the  explanation  of  the  fubjeft 
and  all  to  render  it  as  commodious  to  the  reader,  as  pot 
lible  :  and  whoever  fufpefts  the  tranfcription  either  of 
liie  regifter  or  appendix  to  be  otberways  vitiated  from 
the  genuine  copies,  may  be  fatisfied  with  a  fight  of  the 
autographs  from  which  they  wer  j  tranfcribed. 

And  now  for  a  final  conclufion,  may  the  angel  of  the 
covenant,  he  who  guided  his  Ifrael  of  old  with  a  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day  and  -^flamingjire  by  nighty  guide  all  his  own 
profelling  people  in  this  dark  and  cloudy  day,  wherein 
the  night  of  our  defe^ons  grows  darker  and  darker, 
and  the  Jordan  of  pur  difficulties  deeper  and  deeper  >^ 
And  as  the  church  of  Chrift  in  thefe  liles,  has  now  of  X 
long  time  dwelt  with  the  daughter  of  Babylon,  with  that 
cruel  yoke  of  bondage  wreathed  about  her  neck,,  may 
the  time  to  favour  our  Zion  come,  yta^  tJie  fet  titnc, ' 
when  antichrift  that  man  of  fin,  and  all  the  fupportcr$ 
and  abctt^r^  of  the  kingdom  of  darkue/s,  may  be  brought 
iuv/n^xid^c&iv/cd,  with  ^  revivsLl  of  the  decayed  power 
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p£  true  praftical  religion  and  godlinefs,  and  a  covena^ltl 

vork  of  reformation,  that  out  captivity  may  be  rcturm 

iujlreams  in  thefouth,  :  ^ 

Amy  if  the  following  ihcets  complexly,  fliall,  thi| 

the  divine  operation  of  the  fpifit,  prove  conducive  in  tj| 

ieaft,  to  any  of  the  forcfaid  purpofe,  tlwt  is,  either'^ 

the  advantage  of  true  and  real  religion,  or  the  gaining- 

friends  unto,  or  confining  them  in  the  covenanted  intc 

ellj  in  a  fubferviency  to  God's  glOry  and  the  good  of  l 

church  -,  then  I  dare  fay^  the  principal  end  is  gaincdJ 

.Tor  that  God  the  Father  and  oiir  Lord  jellia  Chrift  wl 

,  himfelf  before  Pontius  Pilate  ivitticpd  a  good,  covfijfic 

iTiay  ftir  up  and  enable  many  to  witnefs  and  contend  < 

the  whole  of  liis  difputed  truths  in  thefe  once  covenant 

but  now  degenerate  ifles  of  the  fea,  Britain  and  Irelaiil 

•  that\ghry  may  dwell  in  our  latid^  is,  and  ought  to  be  t 

^carneft  dcfire,    judicious  reader,  of  one  who  remaji 

^as  ft)rmerly,  thy  wcH-wiflicr  in  the  truth. 


ILocHGOiN,   Sept.  2'jthy  1780. 
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Pagestf.  Ltnc  g.  for  Getjeral  Meeetin^,  read  a  General  B. 
tifig.  p.  a  18.  laftlioe,  fo'  could /ee^  r.  could  not  fee,  p  a»j 
15  &  ao.  for  Triermimon  r,  Frierminhny  and  toot  dote, 
farnepi^ge,  for ordon  r.  Gordon^  p.  241.  footnote,  latt  Hoe» 
'  emtttf.  account.  Perhaps  i(iere  are  loine  others  which  we|: 
the  reader  will  ^xizt  acd  excufe. 

ERRATA    of  the  Sermons. 

Page  ».  of  the  preface  in  the  foot  note,  V  6.  for  1657.  r  1 
Fage  1).  foot  note,  )inc6.  for  requiring  r,  receivings  p.  . 
■11,  for  bh  behalf  f,  his  and  their  behalf,  p.  18,  iootnote, 
lor  defore  r.  before ,  p»  40-  !•  i*  ffom  ihe  foot  tor  nvree  r.  ^ 
p.  44. 1. 11.  iarjcrved  rjiwed,  p.  66,1.  1.  for //^  r.  life,  p 
!•  7 .  for  ibe7?t  r.  n/e,  p.  tia.  ik&  Hae,  lor  xxiv  r.  xxii,  p.  is 
%i.  ior/aut> £juu, 
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A  S  th€*  Lord  hath  made  his^  glorious  attribute*. 
■f\  of  mercy,  power,  and  wifdom,  to  {bine  brigbu 
^  in  the  behalf,  and  for  the  gOod  of  his  church  tind 
people  in  all  ages,  to  his  glory,  and  their  comfort,  and 
to  the  coiifbiftiding  of  aU  his  and  their  enemies ;  fo  he 
li3th  made  the  fame  to  appear,,  in  as. eminent  ind  fplen- 
<iid  a  n]anner;  in,  and  to,,  itnd  for  the  church  of  5rd/- 
W,  as  to  any  other*  Very  early, ,  not  long  after  our 
Lord's  afcenllon,  he  preV(.:nted  this  lapd  with  mercy,  in 
making  tlie  I'gl^t  of  his  glorious  gofpel  to  fliine  in  ir,^ 
^hen  many,  and  thefe  far  mightier  and  richer  nations, 
remained  in  darkncis,  and  in.  the  feadcw  of  death.  And 
T^hen  it  was  overfpread.Avith  grpfs  AntichrilHan  dark-, 
flcfs,  and  that  for  a  long  time,  he  raanifefted  his  love  to 
it,  by  making  the  light  of  the  goipelagain  to  arifc,  which 
Ji?  a  dear  fun-ihine  day,  after  lb  l&ng  and  fo  dark  a  nighr^ 
tended  to  the  difcovery  of  all  the  errors  and  idolatries  of 
the  man  of  iin,  which  were  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
Reformation  abandoned  :  So  that  it  was  among  the  lirft 
of  the  nations  that  did  hr:tc  thewhorey.  and  fhakepffher 
Joke.  And  many  times  fince,  he  hath  remembrcd  mer- 
cy in  wrath,  and  hath  evidenced  his  love  to  his  people 
when  they  could  expedl  nothing  (looking  upon  their  owa 
^erts)  but  to  feel  the  eife<its  of  his  holy  anger ;  alfo, 
when  his  people  have  been  weak  and  ready  to  faint  uiidet 
the  pretTure  of  heavy  burdens,  and  their  enemies  many^ 
and  ftrong^  then  hath  he  fhown  his  power,  either  in 
^porting  them  under  thefe  burdens,  or  elfe  removing 
the  fame  oft' their  Ixrcks,  and  fcattering  and  overcoming 
.  their  enemies  i  Likewife  when  they  have  been  involved, 
ff  near  to  be  involved  in  terrible-like  difficulties,  out  of 
^hick  they  could  fee  no  way  to  extricate  themfelves,  he 
Wthmade  his  wifdoa^  ta  appear  m  their  behalf,  either  m 
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leading  them  (as  he  does  the  blind  in  ways  they  knotv 
not)  by  thefc  difficuhies,  or  elle  in  paving  to  them  a  paf-- 
fage  through  the  fame.     So  that  as  the  mountains  are 
round  about  Jerufalem,  the  Lord's  holy  attributes,  as  fo 
niaay  high  and  impregnable  mountains  have  been  round 
about  the  church  of  Scotland,  loving,  and  not  leaving, 
lielping  and  preferving,  ilrengthenmg  and  comforting 
her.     Her  privileges  have  been  great,  Angular,  and  ma- 
ny >  for  no  church  under  the  New  Te^^ai^ent  difpenfati- 
on  hath  Iiad  greater  gofpel  light,'  nor  hath  attained  unt<» 
iuch  a  reformation,  not  only  from  Heathenifm,  which, 
(he  attained  unto  even  at  the  fiirft  planting  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  nations,  but  alfo  from  Romifh  idolatries,  af- 
ter the  golpel  light  had  rifen  again  in  our  dark  horizon, 
^en  more  and  purer  than  any  of  her  lifter  churches^ 
though  they  had  caften  off  the  fame  yoke  j  and  hot  only 
fo,  bufcfrom  Prelacy  and  Eraftia»ifito  j  and  was  brought 
fpto  theftrifteft  and  folenmeft  of  covenants,  that  ever  a 
|>eople  came  under :  and  although  fhe  has  never  wanted 
enemies j^  and  thefe  oftimes  very  formidable,  many  and 
mighty,  to  contend  with,,  and  wreftle  againft,  yet  all  a- 
longft  through  every  period,  fhe  hath  had  valiant  cham- 
pions .  for  truth,  even  when  fallen  in  the  ftreets,  and 
faithful  and  zealous  contienders  for  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges Chrifl  her  Head  arid  King  had  endowed  and  en- 
doted  her  with  j  fo  that  from  the  firfl  begining  of  the 
ReFormatibn  from  Antichriftian  darknefs,  until  this  ve- 
ry tjme,  there  hath  been  a  conftant  teftimony  for  Chrift: 
carried  on,,  and  kept  up,  though  fometimes  it  hath  had 
more,  and  fbmetimes  fewer  owners,  and  avouchers  there- 
of, yet  as  one  link  of  a;  chain  depends  upon  another^ 
fo  it  hath  done,  and  hath  been  preftrved  unbroken,  or 
uncut  off  to  this  day.^    But  as  great  fins  and  multiplied 
tranfgreffibns,  after  great  light,  and  multiplied  mercies^ 
'  are  very  provoking  to  the  Lord^  to  bring  on  a  people 
guilty  of  the  fame,  &re  judgments,  and- terrible  deibkt- 
mg  ftrokes ;  fo  the  mentioning  of  our  many  and  mani- 
fold mercies,,  and  great  and  gracious  privileges,  fhould 
Be  fo  far  from  puffing  us  up,  that  they  fhould  humble 
tts,  and  lay.  us  tow,  even  in  the  dufl.     And  as  the  re- 
membrance of  what  once  we  were,   and  fr(jp  whence 
we  are  fallen,  -  fhould  fill  our  hearts  wjth  forrow  ;  fo  the 
confideratlon  of  what  we  are  now,  and  the  fears  of  what 
we  may  meet  with,  if  repentance  prevent  it  not,  fhould  fill 
our  eyes  with  tears.    W'e  maj  take  up  a  hitter  lamentation^ 
9ndizj^  How  4oth  the  city  Jit  Jplitar^  that  was  full  ofpeo* 

tie 
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pie  ?  How  isjhe  iecome  a  widow  that  was  gnat  among  the 
.nations  and  princes  among  the  provinces  ?  How  is  Jhe  hi^ 
^ome  tributary  ?  Alas  !  our  crowB  is  fallen  from  our  head, 
wo  unto  us  that  we  haye  iiflned.  We  that  were  once 
ihe  head,  sure  i^xvf  become  the  tail.  As  there  is  a  cloud 
of  darknefs,  «nd  deadnefs  this  day  over  the  foce  of  all 
the  reformed  churches  j  fo  in  a  par.ticular  manner,  S<;otr- 
land  hath  a  great  £hare  of  the  fame,  and  the  cloud  is  io 
Xhick  that  our  prayers  cannot  pafs  through.  It  hath 
been  a  long,  weary,  and  dark  night,  and  it  yet  contir 
iiues  a  night  of  perfecution,  divifion  and  defertion,  as 
the  punlfhment  of  our  defeftion  ^nd  apoftacy." 

When  the  glorious  work  of  Reformation -which  ww 
built  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  pains  and  labour,  prayet, 
*ears  and  blood,  was  overturned  and  broken  down,  thefe 
folemn  covenants  broken  and  burnt,  Chrift's  miniftcrs 
jcje<fted,  and  hirelings  put  in  jheir  room,  and  abjured 
Prelacy  eftabliflicd,  and  the  fupremacy  over  the  church 
(only  proper  to  Chrift  as  Medlitor)  fettled  upon  the  head 
of  a  monger  %  it  might  have  be^  expefted  that  this 
would  have  been  the  height  pf  the  hatidqs  revolt  from 
the  Lord^  and^hat  here  they  %vould  ftand*  But  Oh? 
thefe  who  had  broken  the  bonds  of  a  facred  covenant, 
and  caft  away  thefe  cords  fronj  them,  and  had  proven 
To  perfidious  and  treacheipus  to  Cod  and  man,  could 
not  be  thought  to  haye  ssa^  tie  upon  them  to  reftrain 
;them.from  running  the  greateft  length  in  wickednels 
that  ever  mortals  arrived  at .:  fo  the  generality  of  the 
bulk  and  body  of  the  nation  hath  gone  on  in  a  continu- 
ed courfe  of  rebellion  againft  the  Lord,  and  froip  one  de- 
gree of  backilidmg  unto  another,  until  fiow  they  arc 
near  the  borders  jof  Babylon  ;  yet  notwkhftanding  thi^* 
xlreadful  and  abnoft  univerfaji  apoftacy,  lince  the  laft 
f;\tal  and  fearful  Revolution,  even  in  the  beginning 
thereof,  the  Ix>rd  preferved  a  remnant  of  faithful  minr- 
fters  and  profeiTors  from  faying  a  confederacy,  aiid  go* 
ing  along  with  thefe  iniquous  courfes  :  though  their  wit^ 
aieis  and  teftiniony  was  hot  fo  public  as  afterward  it  was, 
yet  at  Pentland  there  was  a  party  v/ho  openly  owned  his 
caufe  and  covenant :  But  for  the  punifliment  pf  former 
fins,  and  for  future  trial,  they  fell  before  thc^r  enemies, 
many  of  whom  were  murdered  both  in  fields  and  on  fcaC- 
folds.  Albeit  this  ftrokc  was  both  fore  and  deep,  yet 
,the  wound  thereof  in  a  few  years  thereafter  wa.s  txatifi 
•  \Lt2ledj  sui4  tlw  dim  thereof  alinQil  forgotten  l  tor  jvolv 
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vithftanding ,  th/f  cnepoies  cruelty  and  craft,   to  root 
out  the  followers  of  Ctrift>  ^nd  bury  their  tellimonies 
jfor  him,  yet  the  banner  olF  the  gofpel  was  more  dii'play- 
cd  than  formerly^  by  many  faithful  ftapdard-bearcrs, 
^d  that  in  the  open  fields,  whercunto  all  had  accefs,  and 
followed  in  great  multil:u4es,  which,  though  the  fame 
.  was  threatened  and  interdidled  by  men,  under  fevere  pe- 
nalties, yet  it  was  bleffed  and  countenanced  of  the  Lord, 
to  the  conviilioQ  ^nd  qopverfion,  edification,  comfort 
and  confirmation  of  many  fouls.     3ut  as  it  is  ufual  for 
fuch  ^  calm,  not  to  be  long  without  a  ftorm,  and  fuch  a 
ifhining  blin^  of  the  gofpel,  without  a  dark  cloud  ob^ 
ftrufting  the  fame  j    fo  it  was  then,  for  the  Lord's  j^o- 
pie  being  necefl^tate  to  make  ufe  of  defenfive  arms,  it 
jpl^fed  the  holy  liord  (who  does  all  things  well  and 
wtfely,  in  faithfulnefs  and  truth,  and  his  people  will  be 
jnadf;  tg  fee  ?^nd  fay  fo,  though  in  the  time  of  their  meet- 
ing witli  crofs  difpenfations  tlxey  be  ready  to  cry  out, 
^hy  is  it  thus)  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  devouring  fword 
of  a  cruel  and  blqody  eneixiy  at  BothweUbridge  June  2 2d, 
1679.     Then  there  was  a  dark  cloud,  fpread  over  us,  or 
rather  a  dark  ni^ht ;   This  wias  a  time  of  darkncfs  and 
gloominefs^  of  rebuke  and  blafphemy :  After  this  defeat 
%ht  cafe  of  the  land  was  lamentably  fad,  enemies  rejoiced, 
triun^phed,  and  f'St  up  their  trophies  of  victory,  as  if 
•having  taken  and  killed  many  of  Chrift's  followers,  his 
caufe  had  been  buried  without  hope  of  its  riiing  again  : 
THbic  hands  of  minifters  ?nid  profefiors  became  weak  and 
their  hearts  faint ;   the  edge  of  their  zeal  was  blunted, 
and  love  grew  cold  j  much  bowings  yielding,  tampering 
,and  complying  with  the  bloody  enemies  \  minifters  quite 
left  preaching  in  the  fields,  formerly  much  countenanced 
of  the  Lord,  and  many  of  them  complyed  with  the  encr 
xnies,  for  favours  granted  by  them,  after  they  had  mur-. 
dered  many  of  the  faints  both  in  fields  and  on  fca^olds  ^ 
*tliiis  it  was  with  the  land  :  But  the  Lord,  who  is  always 
imndful  of  his  people  in  their  low  condition,  and  will  not 
liifier  hiswprk  to  be  without  a  witnefs,  raifed  up  a  fitted 
;uid  worthy  inftrument,    Mr.   Richard  Cameron,  whq 
came  from  Holland,  and  went  boldly  to  the  open  fields, 
and  faithfully  preached  the  gofpel,  fetting  the  trumpet 
to  hi?  mouth,  freely  giving  warning  of  the  fins  and 
ihares,  duties  an4  dangers  of  the  time,  with  whom  the 
Lord  ftirrcd  np  a  faith^l  and  fruitful  minifter,  Mr.  Don 
nald  Cargill  to  join ;    the  feals  of  both  their  miniftry, 
furejet  upon  thf  heai^t^  of  xw^|  V  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^Y 
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^nd  wife  ends  faw  it  tft  to  remove  them  from  us :  Mr. 
Richard  Cameron  was  killed  at  ^Vmofs,  and  Mr.  Do- 
nald Cargfll  fuffered  at  the  crofs  of  Edinburgh,  bothj.     / 
willingly  and  chearfiiUy  fealing  thefe  truths  with  their  J 
blood  at  death,  which  they  had  profeffed  and  preached 
in  their  life :    After  whofe  death,  the  cafe  of  the  land 
was  deplorable,  yea  more  than  it  was  after  Bothwd  for 
now  had  miniliers  given  over  all  public  preaching,  ex* 
cept  in  fome  private  chambers,    notwithftanding   the 
many  reiterated  and  preflfing  calls  of  the  people,  fo  that 
one  might  have  wandered  from  fea  to  fea,  and  not  have 
gotten  the  benefit  of  the  faithfully  and  freely  preached 
gof|>el.    Sin,  fnares  and  temptations  abounded,  defcc* 
tions  incrcafed,  and  confufions  grew  \  many  ferious  feek^ 
crs  and  lovers  of  Chrift,  began  to  languifh  in  difcourage- 
ment,  and  to  figh  and  droop  in  difpondency  \  the  enemy 
raged,  and  threatened  the  ruin  of  all  that  was  unde-N 
ilroyed ;  the  generality  of  the  people  were  involved  in 
the  defeftions,  compliances,  fins,  and  fhares  of  the  time, 
fo  that  the  teftimony  of  Chrift  was  like  to  be  quite  bu-» 
r»ed :  but  the  holy  and  gracious  God,  who  many  a  time 
hath  remembred  mercy  to  his  people  in  wrath,  and  made 
the  time  of  their  extremity,  his  opportunity  of  manifeft* 
ing  himfelf  for  their  help  and  encouragement,  in  h» 
great  love  and  condefcendency,  preferved  a  remnant,  vo^ 
fome  meafure,  free  of  thefe  public  fins  and  defeftions  that 
the  generality  were  involv^  in  at  the  time,  or  elfc  ia 
mercy  brought  them  off  from  backflidden  courfcs,  who 
did  embody  themfelves  in  focieties  for  prayer  and  con- 
ference J  and  though  they  were  united  and  joint  m  the 
teftimony  of  the  day,  which  was  fqr  the  prerogatives  of 
Clirift,  the  privileges  of  his  church,  and  the  liberties  of 
mankind,  and  againfl,  not  only  tyranny  upon  the  one 
hand,  but  alfo  dcfcclion  upon  the  other :  yet  being  feat- 
tered  up  and  do\m  the  country,  they  could  not  have  ac* 
ccfs  to  know  one  another's  miiids,  in  order  to  the  com-^ 
^'^''niqiting  of  mutual  help,  counfel  and  encouragement 
*^one  another  in  that  fad  and  weary  day,  that  they 
^•ghtthe  better,  and  the  more  unanimoufly  keep  up 
"^at  noWe  tefHmony  i(i  their  flation  and  capacity  :  If  ow<* 
^'cr  providence  opened  a  door  for  this,    which   at  th© 
Jj'jc,  and  fince,  hath  been  bleffed  to  the  helping  to 
'jf^hch  the  things  that  remained,  that  >vere  ready  to 
.  *c :  'He  occ^fiou  of  whicli  vas  tjiis* 
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TifE  day  aiFter  the  death  of  that  famous  and  faithfiif 
pimifter  and  martyr  .Mr.  Donald   Cargill,  July  28th, 
1681.  a  Parliament  did  convcen  at  Edinburgh,  in  which 
the  duke  of  York  did  prefcde  as  Commiffioner,  for  the 
jtheijr  difowned  tyrant,  Charles  JI.  wherein  were  feveral 
wicked  laws  enabled,  efpecially  that  blafphemous  and 
.  felf-contradiftbry  Teft,  ordained  to  be  ta^en  by  all  per* 
Ions  in  public  truft  j  againft  yrhich,  fome  pf  the  feriouf- 
ly,  and  zealoufly  godly  in  the  Weft,  did  look  upon  it  %s 
^eir  indifpenfible  4uty  to  giye  fbmp  public  teftimony^ 
fcme  way  cprrefponding  to  the  notoriety  of  the  fin,  as 
in  their  capacity  they  cpuld  attain  to,,  left  their  deficient 
fcy  in  thisy  might  have  made  them  interpretativcly  to  be 
.looked  upon  as  confenters  to,  or  at  leaft  connivers  ^t 
fbch  a.  wickednefs ;  and  that  the  fame  misjxt  be  helpful 
for  handing  down  the  teftimony  to  pofterity  :    But  de- 
firihg  that  the  fame  might  done  by  the  advice,  confent, 
and  concurrence  of  as  many  as  could  be  obtained,  they 
cftdeavoured  tQ  acqu^nt  all  ia>  every  place  of  the  natioq^ 
«i!^hom  they  heard  owned  and  adhered  to  t{ie  teftimony 
againft  tyranny  and  defeftion,  as  left  ftated  by  the  twp^ 
miniftcrs  Ayho  had  lafelv  fealed  the  fame  with  their  blood,* 
.  to  the  end  that  fome  from  all  thefe  refpeftive  places 
might  conveen  at  a  timeand  place  appointed,  for  mutur 
al  unanimous  confultation,  deliberation  and  help,  in  go-?   - 
ing  about  that  affair :  and  for  fettling  a  correfpondency 
thereafter  anjongft  th^m.     Thus  was  the  rife,  and  this 
gave  the  occafion  to  the  firft  general  meeting,  which 
from  time  to  time,  hath  fince?  continued  to  be  kept^ 
9ut  becaufe  thefe  ijieetings  h^ve  been  fp  much  talked  of| 
and  fpol^en  againft,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  ^nd  re- 
prefented  as  &raftian  ^flen^blies,  treating  of  church  and 
ftate  affairs :  I  fhall  therefore  fairly  and  ingenuoufly  give 
.  a  true  relation  pfsdj  the  concluiions  6of  any  cpnfequence) 
that  have  l^een  refolved  upon  at  thele  meetings -from  tl^e 
firft  of  them,  to  the  very  lail  (I  having  accefs  to  be  pre* 
ient  at  nioft  of  them,  and  fo  cannot  but  be  judged  to 
jiave  opportunity  to  know  what  was  refolved  and  con- 
cluded therein)  Though  doubtlcfs  a  better  order  and  me- 

.  thod  in  managing  affairs,  had  been  deftreable,  and  fome  - 
thing?  are  liable  to  be  miftaken,  as  no  wonder  there  was 
not  more,  confiderihg  thatime's  darknefs  and  confuiions, 
find  the  weakncfs  of  the  managers,  fome  of  whom  ha4^ 
more  zeal  than  knowledge,  more  honefty  ^han  pqlicv, 
^W/nc>re//ng]e-hearted  fimplicity  than  prudence  ;    yet 

tfic  unbizdKd  sjid  unprejudiced  tnay  diCcovw  vtiuOa.  m^c.- 
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miity,»  ^d  fomewhat  of  the  Lord's  conduft,  and  helping 
them  to  manage  and  keep  up  the  teftimony  according  to 
their  capacities,  and  ftationS*  in  thefe  meetings. 

In  the  profecuting  of  this  undertaking,  I  fliall  firff  give 
fome  fhort  hint  of  the  ftate  of  the  country  every  time 
thefe  meetings  occurred,  efpecially  how  it  was  witfi  that 
pcrfecuted  party  at  each  of  thefe  times  5  what  peifecution 
they  were  meeting  with  froin  the  avowed  smd  bloody  e-' 
Demy,  and  cdntradi^on,  opposition  and  reproach  from 
perfons,  and  parties  on  either  hand,  with  fome  brief  ac-* 
count  of  what  coritendings  and  wreiUings  they  had  witk 
thctn,  with  fome  declining  to  the  left  hand  byd^feftion^  • 
and  with  others  upon  the  right  hand  running  to  unwar- ' 
rantable  extravagancies  j    which  in  fome  mealure  wiU : 
hclpto-demonftrate  what  gave  occaiion  and  rife  to  that, 
perfecutcd  party,  to  fall  upon  fucK  refolutions  in  thefe 
meetings,  for  their  own  vindication,  but  efpecially  for 
the  vindication  of  the  caufe  by  them  owned,  from  ca- 
lumnies  and  reproaches,  foir  keeping  up  the  tcftimony^. 
and  for  preferving  peace  and  unity  among  themfelves.. 
And  ia  the  next  place  I  fliall  give  a  true  relatiou  pf  the 
refolutions  themfelves  which  were  concluded  at  every  one. 
of  ^he  meetings  ;    with  what  gave  the  occafion  to  evfery 
one  of  the  fame :   And  alfo  fome  account  of  the  effeftf. 
following  thereupon.     The  perufing  of  which  though  it 
may  be  humbling,  feeing  thereby  our  Ipw  condition  may . 
be  evident,  when  fo  noble  a  caufe  hath  fuch  weak  ma- 
nagers :  yet  the  fame  will  not  be  unpleafant  to  look  o- 
^€r,  for  in  it  may  be  feen  fome  refolutions  fallen  upon, 
a/»d  alfo  put  in  praftice,  which  might  have  taken  heads 
more  wife  to  contrive,  and  hands  more,  ilrong  to  per- 
form} then  thofe  who  were  helped  to  do  both. 

Before  I  begin  with  this  relation,  I  fhall  premife  a 
few  things  which  I  defire  may  be  ferioufly  confidered,. 
and  foberly  pondered,  hoping  they  may  have  fome  weight  - 
?        *Mitheunbi;^ed, 

'/,  Thefe  meetings  were,  and  are  looked  upon  by.thc. 
"nited  Societies  (though  it  cannot  be  denied  but  fome 
P^ons,  efpecially  at  the  firft  frequenting  of  them,throV 
wfhncfs,  inconfideration  and  ignorance,  vented  them- 
feKes  in  fome  things  to  the  contrary,  but  the  mifcarriig- 
€s  of  two  or  three  perfons  cannot  be  juftly  charged  u^w. 
the  wlu)lc>  neither  js  civil  not  ecclefiaflic  judicatories  \. 
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but  of  the  fame  natuice  with  particular  Chriftian  focieties^ 
gathered  together  in  their  general  correfpondencies,  in 
the  time  of  extreme  perfeaillon,  by  mutual  advice  and 
ccwnmon  confent,  endeavouring  jointly  to  know  the  fins 
and  duties  of  the  day,  that  fo  they  might  be  helpful  and 
encouraging  to  one  another  in  concluding  what  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  their  prefervatio;i,  and  the  propagation  of  the 
taftimony,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  the  law  of  na- 
ture, ajtid  the  fundamental  conftitutions  and  laudable 
praftices  €>f  this  antient  covenanted  church  and  nation  of 
Scotland,  afting  jointly  and  barmonioiifly  by  way  of 
confultation,  deliberation  and  admonition. 

.  2rf/)p,  Thefe  refolutions,  confented  unto,  and  agreed 
upon  by  theie  preftnt  at  the  meeting,  reprefenting  the 
Ibciety  or  focieties  they  were  fent  from,  though  they  nei- 
ther were,  nor  are  looked  upon  as  formal  ftatutcG  of  ei- 
ther civil  or  ecclefiaftic  judicatories,  yet  they  were  under- 
ftood  to  be  of  an  obliging  force  upon  all  who  were  con- 
fentcrsy  partly  by  reafon  of  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and 
j»rtly  by  virtue  of  their  confent  ;  but  no  ways  obtruding 
the  fame,  as  extending  over  the  whole  land,  because 
coming  from  us,  tho*  there  lieth  upon  them  alfo  a  mo- 
ral obligation  to  perform  fuch  neceirary  duties, 

yilyy  At  the  time  when  thefe  meetings  were  firft  fre- 
quented, it  could  not  be  expected  that  fuch  order  was 
in  them  as  eould  have  been  wifhed,  feeing  the  darkneft 
and  confufions  of  the  time  were  great,  and  the  weaknefa 
crf'thofe  prefent  at  them  not  fmall,  nor  their  oppofition 
from  sdl  hands  deipicable  ;  yet  by  degrees  ther  after- 
ward attained  to  a  more  exact  method  in  managing  of 

'  matter:^  And  though  the  word  Comfenihn^  at  firft  was 
v£cd  to  diftinguifii  thefe  meetings  by, "and  ibme  refolu- 
tions therein  concluded,  may  at  firft  view,  feem  to  fa- 
vour of  authority  •,  yet  as  the  lame  is  not  to  be  underftood 
in  thatfenle,  which  the  flrift  acceptation  of  the  word 
may  import,  fo  the  Chriflian  charity  and  brotherly  love 
of  any  not  too  rigidly  ceirforious  will  cover  the  fame,  im-  . 
puting  it  to  weaknefs.  Teeing  whenever  they  came  to  fee 
fuch  things,  or  any  other  to  be^ wrong  or  offcnfive,  they 
did  forbear  them  and  refonn. 

'  ¥^hy  Though  the  word  Pr^^/f/ was,  and  may  be  ufed 
ftill,  yet  that  is  not  to  be  underftood  of  one  having  au- 
thority^ but  only  of  one  for  ordtry  and  avaidhg  rf  ccri^ 

fujion  in  the  meeting  ;  and  the  word  CoTnmiJfioner  or 
Ca/^miffbn^Sy  yet  they  are  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  peru 

fpns  clothed  whh.  Buihimtj^  to  a£l  }u^da\V|  Vxi  x]h&  me-et-^ 
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ing  they  are  delegate  unto,  biit  only  as  perfons  reprcfen- 
ling  the  refpeftive  focieties  they  were  fent  from,  that  at 
the  meeting  with  their  brethren,  they  might  unanimouf4 
ly  confent  and  conclude  upon  what  was  incumbent  and 
neceflary  for  them ;  and  that  when  they  went  home, 
they  might  acquaint  the  fociety  which  fent  them,  with 
what  paft  at  thefe  meetings. 

S/^/y,  Though  thofe  who  will  be  at  the  pains  to  read 
over  this  account,  may  lee  fome  refolutions  concluded  on 
at  thefe  meetings,  which  had  fmall  ,or  no  effefts  follow- 
ing upon  the  fame,  yet  this  need  not  be  thought  {h*angC|^ 
if  it  be  confidered  that  as  fometimes  difpenfations  may 
fail  out,  betwixt  the  falling  upon  the  conclufions,.  and 
the  performance  of  what  was  concluded  or  refolved  upon, 
(which  at  the  time  of  the  refolution  was  not  thought  u- 
pon)  that  may  be  the  caufe  of  counting  it  expedient  to 
alter  the  fame  ;  and  the  want  of  ability  may  hinder  the 
performance  of  what  was  intended :  So  the  refolutions 
complied  unto,  and  agreed  upon  at  thefe  meetings,  are 
to  be  looked  upon,  not  fo  much  what  they  did,  as  what 
they  were  willing  to  do,  in  their  ftation,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  caufe,  if  opportunity  and  ability  had  correC* 
ponded  to  their  defire  :  However  they  cannot  be  altoge- 
ther freed  from  fofgetfulpefs  and  laiznefs,  things  incident 
to  them  as  well  as  others. 

Having  premifed  thefe  things,  I  (hall  give  the  relati- 
on of  what  I  promifed. 

THE  firft  of  thefe  General  Meetings  was  kept  upon 
the  15th  of  December y  1681,  at  the  Logan  houfe,  in  the 
parifh  of  Lifn^ahagow  and  Ihire  of  Clidefdale.  Before, 
or  at  which,  time,  the  condition  of  the  country  wasia- 
nientable,  the  cruelty  and  malice  of  the  enemy  was  come 
to  a  great  height ;  they  were  preffing  conformity  to  their 
"^J^uitous  coiirfes,  and  alas  !  they  were  much  complied 
^4.  Defe<^ion  was  growing,  fin  was  abounding,  and 
tie  love  of  many  was  waxing  cold,  fnares  and  temptati- 
ons were  increafing  •,  and  which  was  fad,  people  wanted  . 
tuthfiil  warning  of  the  fin  and  danger  T)f^the  time,  for 
*^ifters  (as  if  change  of  difpenfations  could  give  a  dif- 
^^ge  from  indifpenlible  duty)  were  lying  bye  from  the 
public  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  arid  did  not  (as  becomes 
^atclnneli)  fet  the  trumpet  to  their  mouth,  to  give  a 
^ortmfouai  of  what  was  duty  and  wlnt  was  fin,  \ri  tudv 
J5  -i  X  vtv\^ 
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'^  time  of  great  danger  and  cxtpeme  neccffity  :  But  clpei 
cially  the  cafe  of  the  fcattered,  reproached^  perfecuted^ 
and  yet  contending  party  was  fad ;  for  upon  the  one  hand 
enemies  rage  was  keen  againft  them,  fo  that  they  were 
reduced  to  very  great  ftraits^  of  hiding,  chafing,  wan-* 
dering,  imprifonment  and  killing  :  So  upon  the  other, 
as  the  want  of  the  faithfully  preached  gofpel^was  very 
wounding  to  them,  the  enjoying  of  which  io  purity  ajid 
power,  would  have  been  refrelliing,  encouraging  and 
watering  to  them  in  their  weary  wildernefs  condition  ; 
So  the  fad  reproaches  and  odious  calumnies,  particular- 
ly being  of  Gib's  principle^,  which  were,  caft  upon  tlienx 

'  by  many,  efpecially  by  fome  minifters  and  profeffors,  was 
not  eafy  to  bear.  Notwithftanding  of  which,  and  many 
more  difcouragements,  the  forefaid  day  and  place,  A 
meeting  didconveen,  confifting  of  perfons  fent  £rom  fe- 
vera!  focieties  up  and  down  the  country,  who  owned  and 
adhered  to  the  Teftimony  of  the  ddv.  The  occafion  of 
which  meeting,  is  a  little  hinted  above  ;  in  lliprt,  it  was 
this :  To  conllder  about,  and  detpinine  upon  giving  a 
Public  Teftimony  againft  the  wicked  tlcis  of  the  late  Par^ 
iramentj  efpecially  that  wretched  Teft,  and  for  fettling  2^ 
correfpondence  thereafter  among  all  them  of  one  j  u  J^vment 
in  owning  the  teftimony.- After  they  were  met,  ?.nd  prayer 
ended,  it  was  thought  convenieait  that  a  certain  number 
ihould  be  chofen  out  of  the  whole,  for  the  more  fpeed/ 
and  eafy  refolving  upon  what  they  were  met  abo^it ; 
which  being  done,  the  firft  tiling  they  did,  in  reference 
to  the  making  of  any  conclufton,  was  the  reviling  and 
rc£Hfying  of  an  Adt  and  Declaration,  (the  form  whereof 
being  drawn  up  before)  wherein,  after  they  have  related 
how  the  late  deceaft  tyrant,  Charjes  the  11.  was  legally 
caft  off  by  the  Declaration  publilhed  at  S.mq*jhar^  they 
give  reafons  of  their  revolt  from,  and  difowning  of  his 
authority  5  TiXid  in  the  end  they  fhcw  their  adherence  to 
4he  Rutherglen  and  Sanquhar  declarations.  So  thoy  de- 
clare againft  whatever  hath  been  done  by  Charles  Stuart 
and  his  accomplices,  in  prejudice  to  our  antient  laws  and 
liberties,  in  all  his  feveral  pretended  parliaments  fince 
the  year  1660,  and  particularly  the  late  parliamenl:  hol- 
den  at  Edinburgh,  July  2^ ^  168 1,  by  a  CommilTioner 
profeffedly  Popiih,  and  for  villainy  exiled  his  native 
land,  with  all  the  adls  therein  enacted  ;  as  that  aboTni* 
nable,  ridiculous,  imparalleled,  and  foul-perjuring  Teft, 
and  the  reft.     After  this  was  done,  the  fame  was  pub- 

Ikljr  read  ia  the  audience,  of  all  prcSeat  ^t  xt^a  mceving^ 

'v.  '  axvji 
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thfeir  judgment  required  of,  and  their  conient  fought  un- 
to it,  which  was  cheerfully  obtained  ;  fo  that  it  was  rc- 
iolved  that  the  fame  &ould  be  publjfhed  at  Lanerk,  upon 
the  1 2th  of  January  1682,  and  fomc  horfe  and  foot  to 
do  the  fame.  That  wliich  gave  the  occafion  to  the  con- 
fulting  and  refolving  upon  the  piiblifhing  of  this  Tefti- 
mony,  is  a  little  mentioned  above,  and  the  doing  thereof 
in  fuch  a  public  manner  was  neceflary,  feeing  thereby 
they  evidenced  their  zeal  for  the  caufe  wronged  by  thefe 
wicked  laws,  their  fear  of  partaking  of  other  mens  fins, 
left  they  Ihould  partake  of  their  judgments  alfo  ;  their 
delireto  have  the  comi^ftion  of  theheinoufncfs  of  the  finf 
witnefledagainftfailenedupon  the  confciences  of  the  con- 
trivers, a<SborSj  and  compliers  with  the  fame  ;  and  to  caft 
a  fair  copy  to  pofterity,  if  the  like  neceffity  calling  for 
the  fame  Ihould  occur  5  as  they  had  got  m^ny  notable 
mftances  of  the  Ijke,  from  their  predeceffors  of  worthy 
memory.  Though  what  followed  upon  this  (o  neceffary 
a  duty,  be  matter  of  mourning,  yet  not  in  the  leaft  t« 
make  the  lawfulnefs  oi?  expediency  thereof  to  be  called 
in  queftion.  As  upon  the  one  hand,  when  the  cruel 
advcrfary,  angry  that  there  fliould  be  any  in  the  laud^ 
evidencing  their  love  and  loyalty  to  Chrill,  and  zeal  a- 
gainfl  the  wrongs  done  to  him,  his  caufe  and  intereft> 
heard  of  tiie  publifliing  of  this  'feftimonyj  to  fhew  their 
indignation  againft  the  fame,  they  caufed  the  (fo  called) 
magiilrates  of  Edinburgh  to  ere^t  a  ftage  at  the  crofsj 
and  there  //;  their  rohesy  (by  the  hand  of  the  hangman)  . 
folemnly  to  bum  the  Declaration  publifhcd  at  Lanerkj 
and  with  it  the  Solenm  League  and  Covenant,  upon 
which  they  faid,  (in  a  paper  they  printed)  that  the  De- 
claration was  founded  ;  ^and  lined  the  town  of  Lanerk  in 
6000  Merks,  becaufe  they  did  not  hinder  the  publilh-t 
ing  of  it,  although  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  do  the 
i'atnc*  So  upon  the  other  hand,  though  it  made  the 
f  r.ufe  owned  by  the  publiihers  more  clear  to  fome,  yet 
many  minrfters  and  profcflbrs  condennied  it,  even  for 
difowning  the  ^juthority  of  the  Tyrant  by  fuch  a  partyi 
as  well  as  for  fome  expreflions  in  it,  as  Conveution  of  A'i- 
Jhitesy  In  our  name  and  authority ^  &c.  which  were  indeed 
not  well  worded,  and  unadvifedly  put  in,  the  defence  of 
which  was  afterward  pad  from,  as  it  is  to  be  feen  in  their 
Informatory  Vindication. 

A  fecond  thing  refolved  upon,  was  th^  ajgreeing  upon 
;and  fettling  a  General  Corre/jwndence  to  run  circuVlt 
Uiroi/jfh  tiif  VI  hold  fodeties  of  the  nation  oxsmuig  t\\e 


li     General  Meeting  J  Dec.  i^tb^  i68i. 

Tcftimony,  every  fourteen  days,  or  at  leaft  every  month." 
This  conclufion  was  thought  very  rational  and  neceffary, 
for  the  fpeedy  knowing  of  one  another's  minds  about  a- 
ny  matter  in  agitation  among  them,  and  communicating 
their  thoughts  to  one  another  for  counfel  and  direction, 
how  to  carry,  in  and  about  the  fame,  and  for  avoiding 
of  confiifion  aiad  preferring  of  union.  And  as  the  deiign 
of  agreeing  upon  this  coniilufion  was  very  rational;,  fo 
what  hath  followed  upon  the  fame,  hath  tended  to  the 
advantage  of  the  cai;fe  and  encouragement  of  its  owners, 
for  it  hath  produced  this  effeft :  Where  there  were  feve** 
ral  focieties  in  a  ihire,  they  have  endeavoured  to  keep  up 
a  correfpondence  among  themfelves  by  one  or  two  per- 
fons  fent  from  every  fociety  in  the  fhire,  to  a  place,  and 
at  a  time  appointed,  efpccially  nrefently  before,  and  pre- 
fcntly  after  every  General  Meeting,  for  eonfulting  and 
determining  matters  relative  to  one  or  more  of  the  Socie- 
ties in  the  bounds^  and  for  removing  of  differences  among 
any  of  them,  which  was  incumbent  for  them  to  do  in 
their  ftation.  Thefe  are  called  ftiire  meetings  ;  and 
Sometimes  two  or  three  fliires  do  fo  correfpond  :  And 
^hen  the  fhire  is  large,  and  many  focieties  in  it,  they  di- 
^de  fuch  meetings  in  two,  and  meet  together  hut  upon 
ibme  emergencies  more  than  ordinary  :  But  what  things 
cannot  be  brought  to  any  concluQon  therein,  and  thefe 
fnatters  more  public,  and  which  require  the  advice,  con- 
f:urrence  and  confent  of  the  whole,  were,  and  are  brought 
to  the  General  Meeting,  that  there  it  might  be  confiderr 
edj  and  fpme  conclufion  put  thereto,  as  was  proper  for 
them  to  do,  according  to  their  ftation  and  capacity.  And 
this  method  continues  unto  this  day. 

Further,  it  was  concluded  th^t  every  quarter  of  a  year 
thereafter  there  fliould  be  a  General  Meeting  of  perfons 
to  be  fent  from  all  the  focieties  in  every  fhire,  burgh, 
and  comer  of  the  nation,  where  they  refided  who  owned 
theTeftimony,  To  refolve  upon  this  conclufion,  was 
one  caufe  of  the  conveening  of  their  meeting,  which  was 
looked  upon  as  helpful  to  propagate  the  Teftimony,  to 
preferve  unity  among  its  owners,  and  to  ftrengthen  and 
encourage  one  another  in  the  way  of  their  duty  in  that 
dark,  fad  and  weary  day.  And  though  many  have  been 
pleafed  from  ignorance  or  prejudice  to  exclaim  againft 
thefe  meetings,  and  confequently  againft  this  conclufion 
of  the  firft  of  them,  yet  what  effcSis  the  fame  hath  pro- 
duced^ aniwerabk  to  the  ei^ds  of  their  firfV  appointment, 

the 
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following  account  of  th9  fubfequent  meetings  will  dcr 
monftrate, 

Like^vife,  it  was  concluded^  that  nothing  fhould  be 
done  by  any  particular  perfon,  without  the  confent  of 
the  fociety  whereof  he  was  a  member,  in  things  whereof 
their  knowledge   and  confent  was  requifite  to  be  hadU 
And  alfo,  that  nothing  fliould  be  done  by  any  fociety, 
or  focieties  in  a  fhire,  in  matters  relative  to  the  puMic, 
and  which  coi^cerned  the  whole,  without  the  knowle4ge 
and  confent  of  the  General  Meeting.     That  which  made 
them  fell  upon  this  refolutign,  was  the  fears  that  perfons 
or  focieties,  (having  more  zeal  than  knowledge)  mighj: 
run  and  rulh  upon  things  at  their  own  hand,  doing  them 
in  name  of  the  whole,  and  yet  without  their  knowledge 
and  confent,  which  though  eveni^ight  upon  the  matter^^ 
yet  wanting  the  concurrence  of  thefe  as  much  concernedj^ 
if  not  more  than  they,  cannot  be  reckoned  their  deed : 
And  if  wrong  both  as  to  matter  and  manner,  the  whole 
would  be  blamed  ;  yea  the  caufe  would  fuffer  more  re-^ 
preach,  feeing  in  a  community  it  is  ordinary  to  find  fomc    . 
perfons  rafh  and   precipitant  in  meddling  with  mattcns 
beyond  their  fphere :   Eipecially  there  was  ground  for 
this  fear,  in  that  confufed  and  dark  time,  for  ieekingto 
prevent  which  they  cannot  be  juftly  blamed.     And  as  the 
concluHon  was,  and  is  rational,  and  neceffary  for  that 
end,  efpecially  among  a  community  which  defires  and  tlo- 
iigns  to  do.  do  nothing  relative  to  the  public,  and  which 
concerns  the  whole,  without  the  knowledge,  concurrence 
and  confent  of  all  thcfe  concerned  ;  fo  the  fame  hath 
proved  efFeftual  for  keeping  of  union,  excluding  of  con- 
fufion,  hedging  in  of  petulant  fpirits,  and  right  manag- 
ing of  affairs,  though  feveral  have  been  pleafed  to  cry- 
out  againft  it  as  an  impofition,  efpecially  feme  who  have 
broken  off  from  them  :  But  as  they  have  explained  their 
^aning  in  other  things,  fo  alfo  in  this,  as  may  be  fecn 
^^hc'ir  Ltf or matory  Fwdicatiofjy  P.  46,  47. 

Moreover  it  was  concluded,  That  each  commiffioner 
A^e  prefent,  Ihould  after  his  return  to  the  fociety  tie 
^as  fent  from,  confult  witji,  and  feek  their  advice,  if 
t"Cy  judged  it  necefliry,  that  fame  perfon  or  perlbns 
ftould  be  fent  abroad  to  foreign  reformed  churches,  for 
"^king  known  to  them  the  fad  condition  of  this  churcli,  - 
^d  in  particular  their  own  low  and  lamentable  cafe  ; 
*nd  to  come  refolved  to  the  next  meeting,  as  to  the  way 
and  maimer  ofc^rry^'wg  k  on.  Tho'  lonie  eiYefts  wlucb. 
«>^(nr€c/ upon  this  rcfoludony  were  difcouraging,  u^  ih^Xi 
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befhcwn  hereafter ;  yet  that  ^hich  rnade  them  fall  uponh 
wasreafonable,  for  as  this  church  in  general  was  in  a  very 
fid  iafc  being  brokeil  vrith  perfecution,  wounded  with  di- 
Txfion,  and  IJkc  to  be  ruined  with  defection,  and  fo  ftood  in. 
need  of  the  help  and  fympathy  of  other  churches  ;  fo  in 
fGrticiflar  that  party  being  members  thereof,  their  conditi- 
Kxi  was  not  the  leaft  deplorable,  being  forely  perlecuted  by 
,thc  common  enemy  \  and  fadly  reproached,  wrongfully 
Tcprefenied^  and  calumnies  call:  -upon  them  by  many  of 
their  declining  brethren ;  as  that  they  were  running  up- 
^fm  wild  extravagancies,  particularly  that  they  were  of  Gib's 
principles,^  which  were  fpread  not  only  in  this  land,  hiit 
»lfo  in  the  neighbouring  and  foreign  churches,  There- 
•fcretoclear  thenifelvesof  thefe  things,  and  efpecklly  to 
.▼indicate  the  caufe  owned  by  them,  and  alfo  to  obtain 
fi>eing  become  as  aliens  to  their  mother's  children)  the 
lympathy  of  ftrangers,  they  judged  it  expedient  that  the 
i^ieties  ihould  take,  it  to  their  confideration,  whether  it 
were  neceflary  to*  fend  one  or  more  of  their  number,  m. 
good  repute  among  them,  and  in  fome  capacity  for  ma- 
Wging  fuch  an  ui^dertaking, 

it  was  alio  refolved,  that  the  29th  of  December^  next, 
fiiould  be  obferved  by  all  the  focieties  adhering  to  the 
Teftimony,  and  united  in  that  Correfpondence,  as  a  day  of 
fcfting  and  prayer  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  in  mercy,  to  direct,  countenance  and  blefs 
the  a^Slion  which  was  to  be  gone  about  upon  .the  1 2tii  of 
January,  i682.  This  aftion  was  the  publilhing  of  the 
Declaration  at  Lanerk.  .  And  that  the  faid  latli  of  Jun- 
wary  be  obferved  as  a  dayof  faftingand  prayer  by  all  that 
Ihould  remain  at  home,  in  th^sir  leverat  focieties,  and 
that  the  a6th  of  January,  and  ipth  of  Fcbi-uary,  be  ob* 
Jerved  days  of  fading  and  humiliation,  prayer  and  vhankf- 
giving,  by  the  faid  focieties.  And  the  next  general  meet- 
ing was  appointed  to  be  upon  the  15th  of  March  at  the 
►  Pheft's-hilU 

Having  given  this  account  of  the  conclufions  of  this 
meeting  with  what  gave  the  occafion  to,  and  followed 
thereupon :  I  fiiall  next  give^he  relation  of  this  one  thing, 
which,  -^though  it  feem  .to  retle£l  upon  theie  who  had  a- 
tty  hand  in  it,  yet  I  could  not  omit  it,  feeing  it  would 
be  reckoned  dil ingenuity  in  relating  the  laudable  dtscds  of 
a  perfon  or'party,  not  to  give  fome  account  of  their  mif*- 
carriages  alfo  :  efpecially  thefe  which  are  not  only  nottour 
tQ^Qthcrs^  h]Xtiiio  confelTed  to  be  fuch  by  thcmfeives  : 
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,aa  tVis  was.     But  becaufe  I  ftudy  brevity,  as  wclljas  im- 
partiality, I  rtiail  give  it  in  few  words.     'Hicre  was  one 
engagement  unto  I'ecrecy  taken  by  the  members  of  this 
meeting,  the  import  of  which  was,  TChat  theyjhould  net 
miJn'  known  unto  any^  what  c^fichifiom  were  rifjlved  upom 
€it  the  time^    but  upon   the  like  engagement.     This  wa* 
thought  necefiary  and  expedient  at  the  time,  left  the  thca 
intended  publifhing  of  the  Declaration,  Ihould  have  b^en 
difcovered,  and  fo  the  aftion  impeded.     But  the  conti* 
nuing  of  it,  at  the  next  meeting,  and  fo  fronok-  one  meet 
ing  to  another,  until  it  was  jointly  laid  afide,  was  very 
diiadvantageous  to  the  caufe,  atid  perplexing  to  many  of  the 
owners  thereof  5  for  fome  of  tender  confoiences  fcruple^ 
toacquaintperfons  (who  either  wanted  cleameft  to  taketh^ 
cngageinent,  or  elfe.it  was  thought  fit  not;  to  tender  it  tn 
them)  with  matters,  even  when  the  good  of  th^  caufe 
was  concerned  in  it,  and  fo  it  was  made  a  bond  of  iniqui- 
ty ;  And  others  not  minding  what  bonds  were  apon  them 
by  rciifon  of  the  fame,  and  from  an  itching  humonr^ 
which  is  iu  many  to  tell  tilings,  became  guilty  of  perjury^ 
by  being  too  lax  in  it. 

After  this  meeting  the  cafe  of  the  land  was  deplorably 
fad,  as  it  was  before  it.     Enemies  went  ftillon  in  prd- 
fing  confoniuty  to  .their  hclUlh  Courfes,  getting  ready 
compliance  thereunto,  by  the  generality  of  people,  and 
pcrfecuting  all  recufants  with  rigour.     But  especially  the 
cafe  of  the  witneiTing  party  wats  much  to  be  pitied,  'for 
U|)OH  the  one  hand,  the  advcrfary  after  the  publishing 
of  Lancrk  Declaration  breathed  out  cruelty  and  {laughter 
againft  them,  fome  efFefts  of  whofe  fury  is  touched  a  little 
above.     And  upon  the  other  hand,  inftead  of  compafi* 
-fion  and  fympathy,   which  might  have  been  exported     ' 
Would  have  b^en  fhown  them  in  fuch  a  fad  junSurc,-. 
many  of  thcnr  covenanted  brethren  did  not  only  con- 
demn fome  words  iHthe  declaration,  as  convention  \£f:Cm 
but  alfo  the  thing  itlfelf,  as  coming  from  fuch  a  party, 
who,  they  then  concluded  was  runnitig  upon  unwar- 
rantaWe  and  unhappy  courfes,  and  were  rcprefented  as 
fuch,  l>oth  at  home  and  abroad.     Although  thefe  things 
were  wounduig  and  weighty  to  them,  yt;t  they  did  no-  . 
thing  abate,  but  rather  kindle  their  zeal ;    they  were 
more  (^'ligent  than  formerly,  in  keeping  up  their  meet-^ 
mgs  for  prayer  and  conference,  and  their  defire  v?a« 
more  fervent  lopromor^r  the  TeliimonY,  ^^^  tranftmiVt 
to  poftent/^   for  L*h:i  0;ttliii^  of  the  Ccvrcfpondciv^e^ 
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and  the  ptiblifliing  of  the  Declaration,  was  a  little  re- 
viving to  them  in  theif  bondage,  a  pledge  that  the  Lord 
would  do  more  for  them,  and  a  branch  of  hope  reached 
tothehi,  in  that  their  low  condition.  But  their  great 
complaint  was  th^  want  of  the  faithfully  preached  gofpel 
which  they  longed  after. 

However,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the  lafl: 
getieral  meeting  did  conveen  at  the  Prieft-hill,  in  the 
parifh  of  Muir-kiirk  of  Kyle,  and  fhcriifdom  of  Air, 
upon  the  15th  of  March  1682.  After  they  were  met, 
and  prayer  ended,  this  meeting  (but  efpecially  afterward, 
method  being  attained  by^  degrees,  and  not  at  the  firft) 
for  order^s  fake  was  thus  modelled ;  when  it  was  known 
who  were  thefe  fent  from^  the  feveral  focieties  (there  be- 
ing always  more  there  than  fuch)  there  was  chofen  of 
thefe  fifteen,  and  fometimcs  more,  to  make  up  which 
number^  every  (hire  choofed  fome  more,  and  fome  few- 
er, according  to  the  number  of  focieties  therein,  dnd 
where  there  wasiut  one  out  of  afliirc,  he  was  always  of 
that  nuniber.  Again  out  of  thefe  was  chofen  a  Praefes; 
not  that  to  him  was  given  (neither  did  they  claim)  any 
power  or  authority,  ov^r  the  reft,  but  for  keeping  of  or- 
der, tod  avoiding  of  confiifion,  which  was  very  incident 
imong  fuch  a  company.  Sometimes  the  reft  of  tlie 
Comniiffioners  were  deiired  to  go  to  another  place,  and 
fpend  the  time  in  prayer ;  but  what  conclufions  were  re- 
quifite  for  them  to  know  and  obtaintheir  confent  unto, 
were  fignified  to  them,  that  they  might  acquaint  their 
focieties  therewith  when  they  went  home ;  or  if  they 
had  any  thing  to  obje<ft,  they  might  give  it  in ;  at  other 
times  they  were  prefent,  that  they  might  lee  and  hear 
what  paft,  and  fpeak  their  mind,  when  they  faw  it  nc* 
ceffary,  that  fo  they  might  the  better  give  an  account 
Aereof  when  they  went  home  to  their  focieties. 

Next  when  this  was  done,  there  were  fome  queftion«i 
enquired  at  every  one  of  the  feledled  number  \  fuch  as. 
If  they  knew  the  mind  of  the  ibciety  they  were  fent 
from?  If  they  did,  whether  their  fociety  owned  the 
Teftimony  againft  tyranny  and  defci^lion  ?  if  they  were 
free  of  fcandal  ?  as  alfo  if  any  there  prefent,  knew  any  of 
the  reft,  chargeable  with  fuch  things  ?  And  if  any  were 
found  fo  chargeable  ;  they  were  in  all  Ibbriety  defired  to 
withdraw,  but  not  to  be  offended,  feeing  what  they  did 
'Was  out  of  love  to  them,  and  for  their  own  exoneration," 
to  manifed  their  hatred  at  the  iin,  and  fenfe  o?  \\\^  V^iii.- 
ne/s  of  the  cenfurc  to  be  infilled  fot  tvxcVi  kviXi^'aX?^  Xjrf 
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ttkefe  who  were  competent  for  the  fame.    This  method 
hath  been  ftiU  followed.     And  about  two  years  after  this, 
thefe  queftions  were  written,  which  I  ihall  infert  when' 
1  come  to  the  time  in  which  the  fame  was  done.     And 
albeit,  this  hath  been  exclaimed  againft  by  many,  and 
called  by  fomc  cannons  5  yet  the  fame  was,  and  is  thought' 
neceffary,  feeing,  at  the  firii  beginning  of  thefe  meet*' 
ings,  and  iince,  many  people  were  fadly  involved,  and 
infnared  in  the  public  defections,  and  grofs  compliances* 
of  the  time;  which  would  have  been  found  cenfurablc 
by  church  judicatories,  in  a  peaceable  and  fettled  condi- 
tion of  the  church,  and  in  this  confufed  and  broken; 
time,  wanting  Tuch  judicatories  to  make  application  untO' 
(Ko^¥eve^  being  willing  to  retain  the  fenfe  of  the  juftnefir 
of  the  cenfure,  which  fliould  be  infli<^ted  upon  the  per- 
fons  guilty  of  public  fcandal.)     Therefore  out  of  love  to 
tlicir  brethren,  and  fear  of  pattaking  of  other  menV 
fins,  they  defired  and  endeavoured  to  have  the  members 
they  concurred  with  in  thefe  meetings,  in  carrying'  on,' 
and  managing  the  Tellimony  in  their  ftatlons,  fo  qualifi- 
«4l,  as  they  might  with  comfort  and  confidence  join 
^'ith,  biHDg  of  one  mind  and  judgment,  as  to  the  mat- 
t«'rof  the  TVifiimony,  and  free  of  any  public  fcandal ;  or 
if  they,  had  been  chargeable  with  any,  cohfeffed  it,  were' 
fen^iWe  of  the  evil  thereof,  and  willing  to  acknowledge* 
offence  they  had  given  thereby,  to  fuch  as  were  compe- 
tent to  take  the  fame.     This  was,  nor  is  not  a  taking  u- 
pon  them  the  triul  of  fcandals,  or  fcandalous  perfons  \ 
fcr  all  the  trial  which  they  did,  .ind  do  judge  incumbent' 
for  them  being  private  perfons  in  their  private  capacity' 
not^'ithftanding  of  the  greateil  neceffity,  is  not  judicial 
and  authoritati\e,  but  nieerly  private  and  popular,  for 
information  about  the  cafe  arvd  praftice  of  the  perfons,' 
in  order  to  the  regulating  of  tlieir  confcicnces.  in  their 
^utyand  carriage  toward  them  ;  that  fo  according  to  the 
Wgment  of  difcretion,  they  might  be  fully  perfuaded  in 
i       Acir  minds,  as  to  what  was  right  and  Avrong,  true  ot 
i       ^,  and  might  not  remain  ftaggering  or  doubting  in 
I       ^^rir  duty  toward  them. 

Thefe  queftions  being  enquired,  and  what  followed* 
Antupon  at  an  end  •,  then  what  bufinefs  they  had  to 
'jpnfnU  about,  and  to  deliberate  upon,  came  to  be  con- 
^'<kred.  The  firft  tiling  done  at  the  meeting,  as  like- 
^ife  at  fevcral  meetings  afterwards,  was  the  reading  of 
the  conduflons  of  the  foregoing  meeting,  and  it  "was  ea- 
juiw/  at  every  membery  if /ic  ^j^rovcd  of  tbc  feme. 
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At  this  meeting  they  did  approve  thef eof.  That  which 
moved  to  this  was,  that  in  cafe  any  particular  perfon^ 
or  fociety  had  feen  fincc  the  laft  meeting  ground  of  ob- 
jcftion  againft  any  of  the  refolutions  therein  concluded^ 
they  might  give  them  in,  that  fo,  after  due  confiderati- 
<Mi,  if  it  were  found  neceflary,  fuch  refolutions-  might 
either  be  altered,  or  quite  laid  afide* 

Next,  it  was  concluded  by  thein,  that  the  honourable 
jilexander  Gordon  of  Earlftotiy  attended  by  John  Nijhet^ 
Ihould  be  commiffionate  to  fpreign  nations,  to  reprelent 
their  low  cafe  to  the  reformed  churches  there.  And 
that  money  fhould  be  coUefted  and  brbught  into  Edin- 
l)urgh,  betwixt  and  the  4th  of  April  next  thereafter, 
for  helping  to  defray  his  expences  in  that  undertaking. 

The  import  of  his  commiffion  was  this  : "  After 

«'  narrating  the  motives  preffing  to  fend  him  abroad  \ 
^  as  the  low  cafe  the  church  of  Scotbnd  was  in  by  per- 
M  fecution  J  and  that  in  particular,  iheir  caufe  and  cafe 
^  was  fadly  mifreprefented  abroad,  by  the  fubtle  dealings 
«*  of  adverfaries,  whereas  they  declared,  they  neither 
««  maintained,  nor  defired  to  hold  any  thing  contrary  to 
^^  the  written  word  of  God,  their  ancient  laws,^  civil  and 
«  ecilefiaftic,  and  their  former  work  of  Reformation^ 
*«  agreeable  thereto  :  They  do  concredite  him  faithfully 
^.*  to  inform  all  the  Proteftants,  to  whom  he  Ihould  come 
^  (they  defiring  to  know  their  cafe,  in  order  to  the  fym- 
««  pathifing  with  them,  and, holding  up  their  cafe  unto 
•*  the  Lord,  as  members  of  the  fame  body,  under  Jefus 
•*  their  Head)  of  their  prefent  cafe,  principles,  former 
«  and  latter  proceedings,  and  that  they  were  (through 
^  grace)  labouring  to  keep  themfelves  clean  in  the  way 
*«  of  the  Lord,  as  it  had  been  walked  in  by  their  prede- 
**  ceffors,  in  their  carrying  on  the  noble  work  of  Refor- 
«'  mation,  in  the  feveral  fteps  tlicreof,  from  Popery, 
^  Prelacy,  and  Eraftian  fupremacy.  And  it  is  upon 
«  thefe  heads,  their  fuffcrings  were,  and  are  ftatcd  ; 
^  and  £br  the  .more  clear  and  full  knowledge  whereof, 
**  they  recommended  them  to  the  information  of  him 
**  whom  they  had  fent,  as  being  well  feen  in  their  affairs  : 
**  Humbly  defiring,  that  what  information  he  fhould 

V  give,  might  be  credited  :  And  that  what  information 

V  they  had  gotten,  or  might  get,  of  their  principles,  . 
•*-  or  practices  being  contrai-y  to  the  fcripture  might  not  be 
^*  believed,  the  fame  being  only  falfe  afperfions  caft  upon 
•*  them.     Concluding  with  an  intreaty  to  all  the  lovers 

^*  ofZioTif  not  to  flight,  bjlt  lo  y^vAsx  4^^^Vj  ^  \h.e  fad 
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ff  4;afe  they,  ts  a  part  of  the  Protcftant  Intercft,  were  rd- 
^<  dafted  unto," 

This  condufion  was  in  purfuance  of  one  in  the  former 
meeting,  that  every  Commiffioner  there,  fhould  feek  the 
advice  of  their  focieties  about  fending  fome  abroad  to 
reformed  foreign  churches,  for  making  known  to  them 
the  fad  cafe  of  this  church.     And  in  a  particular  manner 
their  own  low  cafe,  and  to  come  refolved  about  it  to  this 
meeting,  which  accordingly  was  done,  and  they  thought 
the  fending  ifome  abroad  very  rational  and  neceffary.  So 
at  this  meeting  it  was  unanimoufly  concluded  upon  j  and 
Earlflon  as  the  man  of  greateft  repute,  and  bcft  qualified 
among  them,  was  jointly  pitched  upon,   Notwithftanding 
whereof  within  a  few  days  after,  fomp  (efpecially  Andreiv 
Young,  a  man  of  no  dcfpicable  parts,  and  one  who  was 
then  feemingly  zealous  in  promoting  the  Teftimon'y,  yea 
and  cordial  in  this  condufion)  went  to  Clafgow,  where 
confulting  with  fome  friends,  they  diflcnted  from  this 
refolution,  alledging,  among  other  things  that  the  per- 
fon  nominate  was  not  fit  for  managing  of  a  matter  of 
fuch  importance.     In  which  diflentment  joyned  fever:;! 
focieties,  reflifing  to  concurr  by  collefting  money  for  pro- 
moting it.     And  the  reft  being  bent  for  the  fame,  it  oc- 
cafioned  no  fmidl  divifion  and  contention,  both  ly  word 
and  writ.     But  the  condufion  was  rational,  and  feem- 
cd  neceiTary  at  the  time,  the  reafons  moving  to  the*  faU 
Ung  upon  it,  is  fomewhat  (hown  above :  In  Ihort,  it  was 
the  endeavouring  to  reprefent  the  deplorable  condition 
ef  this  church,  efpecially,  the  fad  cafe  themfelves  was 
rtih^cd  unto  ;  and  fo  feek  the  rolling  away  of  reproach- 
es indiiflrioully  heaped  upon  them :    and  to  jfhew  the 
juftnefs  of  their  caufe  they  were  contending  and  fufFer;- 
iflg  for,  that  fo  they  might  obtain  that  fympathy  abroad, 
^hich  was  denied  them  at  Jiome,     Howbeit  this  con- 
dufion was  diflented  from  and   much  oppofed.     Yet, 
larlftoun,  in  April,  went  from  this  land  for  Londoa 
.  ^th  John  Nifbet,  where  he  left  him,  and  went  to  the 
J'ttherlands. 

Likewife  it  was  concluded,  that  the  CornmifH oners 
there  prefent  (liould  acquaint  anJdefireevery  manof  his 
'^fpeftive  focicty,  to  provide  for  liimfdf  fit  weapons,  in 
^ft  there  fliould  be  any  need  requiring  the  fame. 

Tlie  reafons  moving  to  this  refolution,  were  the  endea- 
voring to  retain,  and  maintain  that   principle  of  fc\> 
^cfence  whereupon  It  iras  founded,  which  nature  tCAcVv-*' 
^  /etj't  jg  contradk^ecl  and  oppoied  by  our  unreiafotiWcA^ 
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9idverfaries»  fir,om  whofe  unjuft  violence  (by  whem  tbcy 
were  killed  all  the  day  long,  and  accounted  as  fheep  for 
the  fla^i^hter}  they  fought , by  this  mean  to  defond  themr 
felves,  and  rcfift  them ;  not  only  in  their  wanderings, 
but  aifo  when  together  in  their  meetings,  in  .cafe  they 
ihould  b.e  aiTaulted  by  enemies.  As  s^(b4:hat  they  might 
be  in  feme  pofture  for  their  own  defence.  If  bloody  psH 
piAs  ihould  make  a  mafTacre. 

Moreoy.er,  it  was  concluded,  tliat  although  poi^fbns 
having  made  defedtion  from  the  way  of  God,  or  lying  vwi^- 
der  public  fcandal,  providing  they  be  fenfible  of  their  fi», 
and  give  figns  of  their  repentance,  may  be. received  into 
.the  foclety,  upon  engagement  to  make  aoknowlcftlgmeat 
.  of  their  fin,  according  to  the  degree  of  their  oflfence,  and 
the  fatisfying  of  the  offended,  to  thefe  who  ^re  competent 
to  receive  the  fame*  This  conclufion  fince,  hath  many 
a  time  been  put  in  pra&ice  \  and  that  which  gave  the 
rife  to  this  refolution,  was.  Many  perfons  in  the  time  of 
temptation,  and  hour  and  power  of  darknels,  having 
Uiiade  defeftion,  who  through  grsice  attained  not  only 
.the  fenfe  of  the  dilhonour  done  to  God  thereby,  ,but  aU 
To  of  the  offfence  done  to  their  brethren,  with  whom  they 
W€re  willing  to  be  reconciled,  by  acknowledging  their 
offence :  And  in  particubr  from  the  fenfe  of  the  juftncfs 
of  the  caufe  owned  by  the  witncffiug  party,  they  were 
idefirous  to  incorporate  themfelves  with  tl^em,  which 
they  did  fignily  to  them  5  who  though  they  were  wil- 
ling to  encourage  them  all  they  could,  in  the  way  of  du- 
ty, yet  as  to  joining  with  them,  being  guilty  of  fuch 
ftandals,  they  knew  not  well  what  to  do  in  it,  fo  they 
reprefented  the  cafe  to  their  brethren  at  this  meeting, 
to  get  their  advice,  about  the  fame  \  who  taking  it  to 
their  fe^ious  confideration,  refolved  upon  this  conclufion, 
above  mentioned,  as  the  only  expedient  which  they  could 
fall  upon,  in  their  cafe,  and  circumftances  :  jTeeiug  albe- 
it they  wanted  minifters,  and  were  not  themfelves  com- 
Etent  for  the  trial  and  removal  pf  fcandals ;  yet,  that 
ch  an  engagement  fbould  be  required  and  obtained,  " 
was  rfttioiiai,  they  thereby  declaring  the  juftnefs  of  the 
cenfure  to  be  inflicted,  albeit  they  could  not  do  ic. 

•  After  this  meeting  the  cruel  and  bloody  enemy  went 

on  inceflintly,  'a:nd  unweariedly  in  their  |>erfecution  a- 

gainft  diifenters,  defection  increafed,  tentations  and  fnares 

were  ftnvrtfi  thick  in  peoples  way,  whereby  many  did 

£^1^  v^^  broken  and  fnare^s  an^  ti)i)i^ti\  \  IS^vHviV  ^\i^ 
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public  preaching  cottld  not  be  obtained,  wherel^  peopte 
wanted  ncft  only  the  difcoverjr  of  iins  ftnd  fnares  tiheBi 
~  abounding^  and  of  judgments  imminent  and  lying  on,  and 
of  wrath  impendent  and  hanging  over  the  land  ^  but  al- 
io the  difcovery  of  tlieir  proper  and  pertinent  duty,  aod 
what  Ifrael  ought  to  do,  in  fuch  a  day  of  darknefs  and 
gloominel's,  perplexity  and  grief,  as  that  was.  But  Sa 
pitrticular,  the  cafe  of  the  witneffing  patty  vras  much  to 
be  commiferate,  though  they  got  pity  from  few  ;  for  as 
they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  gofpel  by  faithiiil 
minifters,  that  they  could  hear  of,  and  have  accefs  to, 
in  all  the  land,  agalnft  whom  they  had  not  juft  grounds 
x>f -withdrawing,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  t^hich  was 
to  them  their  greateft  grievance  under  their  heavy  prd^ 
fares  5  fo  adverfaries  rage  againft  them  was  nothing  a- 
bated,  and  the  mouths  of  reproachers  opened  wide  againft 
them,  and  their  tongues  bended'  like  bows  for  lies,  bot 
they  where  not  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  cnrtK. 
Among  other  things,  the  dilT^ntment  from  the  concte- 
fion  of  the  Lift  meeting  about  Earlftoun's  going  abroad, 
was  very  difcouraging,  and  i^ras  the  occafion  of  mudi 
contention  and  divilion  5  for  thelc  ^vho  were  for  thecori- 
clufion,  were  bent  for  profecuting  it  to  the  utnioft  df 
their  power,  and  thefe  who  diflented  were  as  inirch  |i« 
g-ainH:  it.  There  were  feveral  writings  paft  between  d* 
one  and  the  other:  .Some  in  Glafgow  who  were  chief 
in  the  diffentment,  wrote  to  thofe  in  Edinburgh,  whoi 
were  for  thecoiKrlulion,  giving  reafons  of  their  fo  doing, 
which  was  anfwered.  And  JUr.  7<7.v«|r,  a  greatftickkr 
for  the  diffentment,  witli  moft  of  the  fociety  in  Teviot-* 
dale  wrote  alio  to  thofe  in  Edinburgh  ;  fo  that  ttc  de- 
bate came  to  no  fmall  height,  and  was  like  to  be  the  ojd^ 
calion  of  a  greater  rent  than  it  produced,  if  it  had  not 
been  timeouily  prevented. 

However,  a  General  Meeting  did  convern  at  T/zAt- 
//ff«,  in  the  Pariih  of  Tweetrs-muir,  and  Sheriffdom  of 
Tweedale,  upon  the  15th  of  y«//^,  1682,  After  thty 
were  met,  and  prayer  ended,  and  the  meeting  modelled 
after  the  wonted  manner  \  when  t;]ie  qtieftions  were  gw- 
ii»g  through  the  members,  which  was  ordinary  to  be  en* 
qnired  at  them,  about  themfelves  andthefe  they  rei>re- 
fc«ted,  their  owning  the  Tcftimony,  and  being  free  of 
public  fcandal,  thero  fell  in  corifufions  among  them*,  fdn? 
J ^me$ Rnffd,  amnii of 21  hot  and fierv  fpirit,  being  trffe 
of  thofe  ti'bd€/iqmred  the  izimt,  didftrctclif^nccStbOTv 

too 
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too  great  a  length,  and  added  one  queftion  which  was 
never  enquired  either  before  or  after,  nor  much  at  the 
tlme>  which  was.  If  they  or  their  Society  were  free  ofpay^ 
ing  cujtoms  at  Ports  or  Bridges  ?  This  he  enquired  at  ei- 
ther one  or  two,  wliich  when  perceived,  it  occafipned 

■  jbm^  debate,  and  fo  was  deiifted  from  ;  however  this 
queftion  of  paying  cuftoms,  was  much  tofled  by  the  faid 
James  Ruffel  and  fome  few  ^yith  hipi,  who  not  loi\g  af- 
ter, made  it,  among  others,  a  caufe  of  reparation  from 
the  witn^ffing  party,  by  whom  it  was  never  fo  far  ftretch- 
ed  5  for  as  they  did  find  no  fauh  with  thofe  that  fcruplcd 
to  pay  it,  if  they  did  not  impofe  the  like  upon  others  \ 
fo  they  that  had  clcamefs  for  the  fame,  did  not  with^ 
draw  from  them  upon  that  head,  if  they  were  free  of  all 
Other  things  which  are  ground  of  withdrawing,  though 
they  could  have  wifhcd  they  had  beqi  free  of  that  alfo  \ 
feehig  albeit  they  counted  it  one  of  the  grievances  and 

.  miferics  under  which  they  were  to  groan,  as  havi9g  fome 
tendency  indireftly,  to  the  upholding  and  maintaining 
of  a  tyrannical  power,  which  hath  been  long  exercifed  o- 
wcr  the  confclences,  bodies,  and  eftates  of  the  Lord's 
people :  yet  not  defiring  to  wreathe  an  infupportabl^  yokp  . 
gbouj  their  owji  necks,  they  looked  upon  the  paying 
thereof  to  come  under  another  confideration  than  thp 
Ccfs,  ^c^  the  one  being  newly  laid  on,  and  enadted  for 
wicked  ends,  and  employed  for  unlawful  ufes ;  and  the 
other  being  an  antient  thing,  and  a  part  of  the  town*s 
privileges,  and  often  employed  for  neceflary  ufes,  as  hel- 
ping of  High-ways,  Bridges,  ts'r.  Neverthclefs  many  of 
them  did  not  make  ufe  of  this  argument,  not  being  aci- 
quaint  with  the  way  of  its  firft  hying  on,  nor  v/hiit  uft 
,^asmade  of  it,  but  only  pleaded  the  nccelfity  of  it,  <>on- 
^dering  that  ieveral  reputed  flraight  and  honcft  in  the 
caufe,  but  poor,  had  no  other  way  to  maintain  thenv 
felves  and  families,  except  they  went  to  the  niiirkct  to 
fell  fomething,  for  which  they  behoved  to  pay  cuftom  : 
in  that  cafe  they  thought  they  might  as  Well  do  it,  r\s 
buy  ale  and  bread,  which  paid  excife,  whereby  tliat  ty- 
rannical power  was  upheld  indirc<Stly,  as  well  as  by  the 
Other,  yet  not  to  be  refrained  from,  feeing  they  cou-d 
not  live  without  thefe.  But  to  return,  as  tl>c  quciHons 
were  going  through  the  members  of  the  meeting,  there 
was  a  young  man  of  Dumbarton  fliire,  found  to  bave 
joined  with  fome  that  payed  the  Cefs,  for  which  l\c  w;is 
debarred  from  fitting  there  ;  as  alfo,  another  was  dcbar- 

i^dj  after  /bmc.  debate^  bccaufe  o£  Yus  mwiyv^^y^x^ 
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Jl'f  r.  Alexander  Peden,  and  joining  with  fome  that  gave 
meat  and  drink  to  dragoons  :  But  that  which  occafioned 
the  hotteft  debate  and  greatcft  confufion,  was  about  A« 
lexander  Gordon,  who  had  joined  with  Mr,  Feden,  m 
accepting  the  facrament  of  Baptifm  to  his  child  from  hbn, 
whereupon  the   conteft  arofe,  one  part  of  the  meeting 
faying  Mr.  Pedcn  might  be  joined  with,  and  the  other 
not :  So  feeing  the  matter  was  under  debate,  and  could 
not  be  there  and  then  decided,  it  v/as  thought  moft  ex- 
pedient to  fufpend  Alexander  Gordon  from  the  meetings 
until  enquiry  and  trial  be  made.  How  it  was'with  Mr»  * 
Peden  at  the  time,  and  how  it  was  when  he  joined  with 
him,  that  thereby  it  might  be  the  better  known  how  to 
proceed  therein*     And  for  this  cfieft,  James  RuflTd  pn>- 
milcd  to  fend  one,  or  come  himfclf  out  of  Fife,  and  to 
come  by  Edinburgh,  that  one  might  be  chofen  out  of 
Lothian  to  go  along  with  him  to  the  Monkland,  where 
they  were  to  get  a  third  perfon  to  go  along  with  them  to 
Mr,  Peden  ;  which  thing  James  Ruffel  failed  to  do,  and 
fo  the  enquiry  and  trial  was  not  made.     At  length,  when 
•  they  came  to  fpeak  of  the  conclufion  anent  EarUlounVi 
going  abroad,  the  debate  betwixt  the  one  party  and  the 
other  came  to  be  fo  hotly  handled,  that  they  parted  from 
one  another,  thet)ne  part  going  to  the  one  part  of  the 
fickl,  and  the  other  going  to  another*     However,  thofe 
-who  adhered  to  the  conclufion,  drawing  together,  for* 
meJ  themfelves  into  a  iheeting,  wliofc  refolutions  were 
as  follow  : 

In  the  firft  place,  they  did  approve  all  that  was  done 
by  the  former  meeting,  and  in  particular  teftified  thekr 
adherence  to  all  that  was  done  in  profecuting  the  firft  ap* 
{k>intment  of  the  faid  meeting,  and  affo  their  diflenting 
from  all  thole  who  had  declined  the  faid  appointment, 
until  they  fee  their  fault  therein,  which  was,  firft,  to 
do,  and  then  to  undo,  by  aflenting,  and  then  diifenting-s. 
Albeit  this  refolution  may  appear  at  firft  view  to  be  rafli 
and  precipitant,  in  that  they  withdrew  from  their  breth- 
ren upon  fuch  grounds,  yet  if  matters  be  rightly  weighed, 
Jt  will  ktm  more  moderate,  though  not  altogether  juf- 
tiiiable.  If  the  time  of  refolving  upon  the  fame  bo  con- 
sidered, which  was  immediately  upon  the  back  of  hot 
debates,  when  their  fpirlis  were  aloft  and  unfettled, 
and  the  edge  of  their  zeal  keen  againft  that  whiiih  they 
judged  wrong  in  them.  As  alfo  the  extent  thcicof, 
which  was  not  a  -wlthdr^iwing  frqm  them  in  private  focve- 
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ties  for  prayer  anci  conference,  but  only  in  thcfe  public 
and  general  meeting?,  until  they  faw  their  fauh  in  that 
diffentment,  and  likcwrife  the  occafion  of  falling  upon  it, 
which  was,  as  is  mentioned  above,,  the  drffenting  ^tma 
the  concluiion  about  Earliloun's.  going  abroad,  and  con- 
tinuing  in  it  ;  irt  refolving  of  which  they  were  joint  and 
unanimous,  and  the  famf;  was  rational,  feemed  necefia^ 
ry,  and  was  orderly  gone  about. 

That  which  followed  upon  this  refokition,  fliall  b«" 
be  fhewn  afterwards. 

Next  it  was  concluded  by  them,  that  betwixt  and  the 
a4fh  of  that  inftant,  every  fociety  adhering  to  them  in  . 
that  particular,  of  profccuting  the  firft  appointment  of 
the  laft  meeting,  fliould  bring  their  quarterly^  collection  . 
in  to  Edinburgh. — ^This  wa3  in  order  to  the  helping  to 
.dfefray  the  charges  of  Earlftoun  when  he  was  abroad  : 
which  was  accordingly  done,  in  fo  far  as  their  ability, 
could  reach. 

It  is  here  to  be  noted;  that  the  focieties  every  quarter 
of  a  year,  did  gather  a  collection  of  money^  which  was 
fojnetimei5  more  and  fometimes  lefs,  in  their,  refpeftive 
bounds,  and  fent  with  their  commiffioner  to  the  Gene- 
rA  Meeting,  where  it  was  conlcientioufly  diftributed,  a 
ptrt  of  it  for  public  ufes,  wherein  the  wliolc  was  concer- 
ned, if  any  fuch  thing  called  for  the  fame,  or  to  pri- 
foners,  of  which  always  there  was  not  few  in  feveral  pri- 
iJ^nSy  or  to  indigent-  perfons  in  the  country,  according 
as  their  need  required. 

Likewife  it  was  concluded,  that  the  firft  Thurfday  of 
that  inftant,  the.  third  Thurfday^of  7^/y,  and  firft  Thurf- 
day of  Augujiy  were  to  be  oblcrved  for  days  of  public 
£»ftit)g,  by  aJl  the  focieties  in  the  kingdom,  owning  the 
Toftiinony. 

In  fine,  when  the  meeting  was  near  the  difmifling,  the 
diflcnters  from  the  conclufion,  fent  fome  to  thofe  who 
were  for  it,  defiring  to  have  another  meeting  with  them  j 
whereupon  fome  of  either  lide  going  together,  after  fome 
deliberation,  condefcended  upon  both  time  and  place, 
which  was  to  be  upon  the  nth  day  oi  Augujl^  at  Edin- 
burgh. 

As  Satan,  thatgrandcnemy  of  the  Lord's  people,  did 
rwfe  the  fire  of  divilion,  the  flam«  whereof  burnt  fo 
high,  feekingthereby  to  bring  the  caufe  under  reproach, 
a/id  it^  ownerflr  xs^s  cmteinpt  \  a^d  when  the  f^une  fhould. 

come 
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come  to  be  told  in  Gathy  and puhlijloed^  in  thejtreets  of  Af- 
kekn^  the  daughters  of  the  Philiflines  would  rejoice^  and 
the  daughters   of  the  uncircumcifed  triumph  ;  fo  after  it, 
he  was  not  wanting,  to  raife  the  fire  of  perfecution  a- 
gainft  the  whole,  thereby  feeking  the  deftruftion  of  all 
together  ;  for  immediately  intelligence  of  their  meeting 
together  being  fent  (as  was  alledged)  by  the  Curate  of 
TweecPs^muir  to  the  council  at  Edinburgh,  who  prefent- 
ly  iffued  out  a  proclamation  againft  them,  (who  were 
therein  faid  to  be  80  perfons)  ftriftly  difcharging  all  per-      ':^:,\ 
fons  from  refetting,  harbouring,  or  fupplying  them,  un-        ,ivi'^ 
dcrthe  pain  of  holden  like  guilty  themfclves  ;  as  alfojj -V^^^^ 
commanding  their  Bailiffs,  Sheriffs,  ^c.  to  fearch,  takd"^^;^^ 
and  apprehend    them,  wherever  they   could  be  found  ;  *'•&* 
whereby  their  cafe  was  very  diftreff^d,  being  upon  the    ^ 
one  hand  divided  among  themfelves,  and  upon  the  other     W 
hand,  not  only  forely  perfecuted  by  their  cruel  and  bloo- 
dy adverlaries,  butalfo,  inftead  of  pity,  mifreprefented 
and  reproached   by  many  of  their  declining  brethren* 
And  however  deplorable  their  cafe  was,  the  condition 
rfthe  reft  of  the  land  was  not  much  better  ;  for  enemies 
cmel  rage  and  outrageous  cruelty  reached  all  thofe  who 
had  the  confcience  or  confidence  to  ftand  at  a  diftance 
from  compliance  with  theif  iniquitous  courfes.     Dead- 
nefs  and  darknefs  not  removed,  but  rather  growing,  oc- 
cafioned  much,  through  the  want  of  the  public  and  free 
pwaching  of  the  Gofpel,  the  having  of  which,  in  the 
ftddeft  of  times,  is  a  great   encouragement,  andprpves 
comforting  and  confirming,  in  order  to  the  holding  on 
and  holding  out  in  duty  ;  yea,  though  the  trials  and  af- 
fliffions  attending  the  going  about  the  fame  Ihould  be  ma- 
ny, and  thefe  fiery  and  bloody. 

Nevertheless,  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  hft  meeting,  A  General  Meeting  did  conveen  at 
^burghf  upon  the  nth  of  Augujly  1682.  confiflinff 
^perfons  who  were  for,  and  alfo  fuch  as  were  againifk 
^forefaid  conclufion.  It  might  have  been  expected, 
^  at  this  time  the  fpirits  of  both  parties  fhould  have 
1^  meek  and  mild,  having  fo  much  time,  calmly  and 
deliberately  to  think  upon  matters,  and  that  paffion 
^ald  have  been  guarded  againft,  having  feen  fo  much 
of  the  bad  effefls  of  it  formerly.  But  as  confufions  and 
^ifions  were  at  the  lafl  meeting,  fo  they  were  at  this  \ 
^WAwasmattercf  izinj/i/atjonto  behold,  andisgTO\\t\A. 
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olFibrrow  to  think  upon  \  a  part  of  which  wasf  tnus  oc- 
cafioned :    As  Mr.  James  Renwick  and  Jam^s  RuiTel, 
with  fome  others,  were  coming  home  from  the  lafl  meet- 
ing, being   all   for  the  cpncluiion  which  was  diffented 
from  ;  it  was  judged  neceffdry  by  them,  that  an  anfwer 
fJiould  be  written  to  the  Letters  fent  from  Glafgow  by- 
fome   of  the  diffenters  \  intending  thereby  further'  tc^ 
clear  and  confirm  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  conclufton^ 
and  for  convincing  and  reclaiming  thofe  who  were  againft 
it,  or  for  rendering  the  ol^iliinate  more  inexcufable  :   and 
to  do  this,  Mr.  James  Renwick  and  James  Ruffel  were 
employed,  who  undertook  to  wriec  each  of  them  onc^ 
and  promifed  to  meet  two  or  tliree  days  before  the  me^t- 
,  iftg,  for  reviling  each  other's  paper;:,  and  if  needful  tt.y 
put  them  both  in  on?.     Accordingly  they  did  meet,  an'A 
read  each  other's  papers  \  biit  Mr.  James,  though  he  a-, 
greed  with  the  fcope  and  matter  of  the  other's  v^^riting^  . 
yet  not  with  feme  expreflious  in  It,  fo  it  was  concIudeJ. . 
that  each  fiiould  be  kept  by  itfelf.     However,  ujx)n  the 
forefaid  day  of  meeting,  after  the  commiflioncrs  had  gi- 
ven in  their  commifiions,  as  was  ufual,  and  the  prelcs 
chofen,  Mr.  James's  paper  againft  the  diirentment  was 
read,  containing  an  anfwer  to  the  objeftions  of  the  op- 
ponent?, and  likewiie  fome  reafons  inducing  to  forefaid 
concluiion.     But  as  he  w^s  of  a  meek  and  tender  fpirit^ 
fo  in  this  paper,  tho*  the  reafons  were  folia,  weighty,  and 
fliarp,  yet  the  ilrain  of  it  was  condefcendiag  and  gain- 
ing, whereby  there  was  nothing  faid   againft  it ;    but 
when  James  Ruflel's  (who  was  of  a  liery  and  hot  fpirit) 
his  paper  came  to  be  read,  the  moft  part  of  the  meeting 
as  well  thofe  who  were  for  the  concluiion  as  thofe  who 
were  againft  it,  except  two  or  three,  condemned  it,  as 
having  too  much  bitternefs,  untenderncfs  and  reflections 
in  it.     But  in  the  time  of  his  and  the  meeting's  conten- 
ding about  that  paper  and  other  things,  an  alarm  com- 
ing, they  parted  at  that  •time,  and  at  night  met  agaiu 
without  the  town,  where  after  long,  rcafoning  and  de- 
bating betwixt  the  meeting  and  him,  and  two  with  him, 
v/z.  John  Hend-crfon  and  Patrick  Grant,  in  which  the 
heat  was  not  fmall,  nor  tlie  confiifions  few,  upon  which 
he  and  thefe  two  gave  in  a  written  protcftation  (which 
they   had   drawn  up  before)    to  the  meeting,  intitled, 
*'  The  Proteftation  of  the  Societies  of  true  Prelbytcrian^ 
**  in  the  fliirc  of  Fife  and  Perth,  againft  diforderly  per-  . 
•<  fons."     In  which,  adhering  to  forefaid  conciuCon  at 

lalt 
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the  laft  ineeting,  they  protcft  tigainft  admitting  aixy  tb 
iit  as  members  of  the  meeting,  contrary  to  the  concIuQ- 
on  of  the  laft,  and  then  mention  feveral  things,  where- 
of if  any  weare  guilty,  they  were  not  to  be  admitted  as 
iriembers   oi  2.^  CoJiventictj^  (fo  term    they  the  General 
Meeting)  fome  of  which  the  meeting  did  look  upon  as 
caufes  of  withdrawing,  and  fome  not.     Likewife  they 
gave  in  a  paper  about  the  names  of  the  days  of  the  week, 
jxad  mouths  of  the  year,  wherein  were  feveral  unfuitable 
jand  JHnfavoury^  unchriftkn  expreffioris ;  and  fo  he  and 
his  comrades  left  thcm^  after  he  ^ad  occafioned  fome 
confnfion,  which  otherwife  might  not  have  fallen  out, 
as  was  evident  bor!i  at  the  laft  meeting  and  this ;  And  af- 
ter he  was  parted  from  them  he  was  was  not  idle  ;  by  tak- 
ing trouble  to  Kimfelf,  he  created  more  to  others  j  for 
lie  and  fome  few  with  him,  fl^eking  to  juftify  what  they 
had  done,  were  at  no  fmall  pains  to  inform,  or  rarhcr 
OTfinform  feverals  about  the  proceedings  at  the  faft  and 
this  meeting;,  in  going  through  the  country,  reading  hi* 
papers  to  fandry  men  and  womea*     Y^t  he  gained  few 
to  his  party^     Yea,  he  wrote  abroad  to  Earluoun,  mi/^ 
r^prefenting  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  smd  the  hift^ 
i^hereby  be  and  Mr.  Hamilton  were  in  hazard  (ns  n6 
wonder)  of  being  jealous  of  fri«nds,  and  their  doings  at 
home  :.  To  know  the  certainty  of  which,  he  fent  here  a 
copy  of  the  information  he  had  got  ;  which  when  recei- 
ved, was  both  aftonifhing  and  wounding  to  look  upon. 
Whereupon  it  was  judged  necefTary  for  the  vindication 
of  the  caufe,  clearing  of  themfelves,  and  better  inxbr^ 
^nation  of  friends  abroad,  to  fend  one  to  them  who  knew 
the  whole  affair,  and  was  in  ibme  capacity  to  inform  them 
of  every  circumftance   relating  to"  it,  and  expedient  for 
them  to  know.     So  Mr.  James  Renwick  was  fixed  upoij 
as  the  Sttcft  ;  .who  accordingly  went,  and  by  his  true 
and  clear  information  gained  them  to  a  better  impreftioA 
tf  thofe  they  wei-e  Ibme  what  jealous  of  before  ;  and  im- 
[      Mediately  came  home  again.     However,  as  James  Rufl 
^el  after  this,  nv.ich  oppofed  the   witnefling  party  by 
*^ord  and  writ,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  Co  in  particu- 
lar he  oppofed  Mr.  Renwick  both  before  and  after  he 
^a*  a  muiifter, againft  whom  he  alledgcs,  that  at  this  time, 
^y'len  he  was  abroad,  he  was  guilty  of  perjury  in  acquain- 
^'^g  Mr,  Hamilton  with  m:\tters,  without   taking   the 
^'^H^ment  tofecrffy,  wliich  was  fo  far  given  heed  to  by^ 
^^^t^  XhTo\}^yhi$ intincncc,  that  thev  made  it  a'cxcuft 
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of  their  not  hearing  him  preach,  until  afterwards  they 
came  to  be  better  informed,  and  then  they  did  acknow- 
ledge their  fault.  But  as  Mr.  Renwick  was  fadly  mifta- 
ken  in  other  things,  fo  alfo  in  this  ^  for  when  the  en- 
gagement was  tendered  to  Mr,  Hamilton,  he  fcrupled  to 
take  the  fame,  which  when  confidered  by  Mr.  James> 
he  judged  it  his  duty  notwithftanding  thereof jj  not  to 
keep  up  matters  frcwn  him,  which  if  he  bad  done,  i^ould 
have  tended  to  the  prejudice  of  the  caufe,  and  thereby 
he  would  have  made  it  a  bond  of  iniquity,  contrary  to 
the  intention  of  its  firft  impofers. 

.  Howbeit,  if  Mr.  Renwick  was  wrong  in  this,  Jamesr 
Ruflel  was  firft  in  the  fault,  by  his  acquainting  the  faid 
Mr.  Hamilton,  with  matters  before  him,  without  thp 
faid  engagement  (vi?.  in  his  accujatiotij  and  mifinfortnatian 
nvritten  to  hinij  which  is  yet  extant >)  Put  to  return  from 
this  unpleafant  digreffion.  After  James  Ruflel,  and  the 
other  two  were  gone,  and  day  light  being  cppcie,  they 
were  neceflitate  to  part,  for  fear  of  danger.  Ye^  that 
fame  day  they  met  again  within  the  town,  where  Alex- 
ander Gordon,  and  fome  of  the  diflenters  from  the  con? 
clufion,  above  fpecified,  being  prefent,  it  was  judged  ne- 
ceflary  that  fomething  fliould  be  done  in  relation  to 
them.  So  concerning  Alexander  Gordon,  feeing  he 
was  fufpended  from  the  former  meeting  upo^ .  the  ac- 
count of  his  baptizing  his  child  with  Mx  Peden,  this  meet- 
ing upon  the  account  that  the  enquiry  about  Mr.  Pedei? 
was  not  made  \  enquired  at  him,  if  he  was  willing  be- 
fore them,  to  engage  to  acknowledge  his  offence,  pro- 
viding Mr,  Peden,  after  trial,  be  not  found  to  have  been 
faithful  when  he  joined  with  him  ;  which  he  moft  wil7 
lingly  and  chearfully  did.  And.fo  upon  this  condition, 
he  was  received  in,  a§  a  member  of  the  meeting. 

Likewife  concerning  the  diflenters ,  the  meeting  pro- 
ceeded thus,  in  order  to  them  ;  afking  if  they  were 
willing  to  acknowledge  their  offence  in  what  they  had 
^pne,  which  if  not,  they  were  not  clear  to  a<^  with  them. 
To  which,  the  diffenter^  faid,  that  th^y  defired  to  hear 
Earlftoun's  letter  (which  he  had  fent  home,  giving  fome 
account  of  his  progrefs  abroad)  becaufe  poflibly  thereby, 
they  might  be  more  convinced  of  their  miftake,  and 
cleared  in  their  duty :  which  the  meeting  granted.  And 
when  they  had  heard  the  fame,  they  acknowledged  that 
the  appointment  of  fending  one  abroad  was  duty  :  and 
that  they  were  out  of  their  duty  in   their  diffenting 
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firom  \ff^  And  fo  jointly  with  the  reft  of  the  meeting, 
approved  all  the  condufions  of  the  foregoing  meetings^ 
and  fo  approved  of  the  diflenting  from  them  upon  the 
account  of  declining  the  forefaid  appointment.  This  vras 
iatisfying  to  all  the  meeting,  whereupon  they  were  re- 
ceived as  members  thereof;  and  in  token  ofthe  burial  of 
that  diflentment,  it  was  concluded  unanimoully,  that  tlic 
pbjeAions  of  the  diflenters,  together  with  all  anfwers 
thereto,  fhould  be  deftroyed.  After  which,  thefe  con- 
dufions were  jointly  by  then^  concluded  upon, 

ifly  It  was  concluded  that  a  call  ihould  be  fent  to  Mir, 
Tliomas  Douglas,  inviting  him  to  come  home,  and  when 
conie,  if  no  exceptions  be  found  againft  him,  he  is  to  be 
Joined  with,  but  if  there  be  any  juft  exceptions,  hisf 
charges  are  to  be  paid  and  himfelf  difmiffed.  The  falling 
upon  this  refolution,  proceede4  from  their  longing  to 
have  the  gofpel  freely  preached  by  faithful  minifters,, 
which  they  had  long  been  deprived  of:  and  to  have  that 
foul  ftain,  that  they  woul4  hear  no  minifters,  which  wasf 
paft  upon  them  removed.  And  frpni  a  defire  in  parti- 
cular to  have  the  benefit  of  his  miniftry,  with  whichj, 
they  had  been  privileged  before,  having  heard  of  liis  re- 
piaining  affedlion  to  the  caufe,  they  judged  it  their  du- 
ty to  write  to  him,  being  at  the  time  in  England,  in  or- 
4er  to  his  home  coming.  Accordingly  a  letter  was  writ- 
ten, and  feht,  to  which  he  returned  an  anfwer,  giving 
fome  reafons  of  hi?  not  coming  ^y^hich  were  not  very  fa- 
tisfying. 

idlyy  Alfo,  it  was  concluded  upon  th(?  account  of  difr 
ability  to  manage  the  aflfair,  that  the  honourable  Alexan- 
der Gordon  of  Earlftoun,  be  defired  to  fettle  his  affairs. 
abroad,  and  to  turn  his  comipiiUpn  into  his  much  hon^ 
cured  brother  Robert  Hamilton  his   hand ;   yet  not  to 
leave  matters  in  cpnfiifion,  which  may  prove  difadvan-. 
tageous  to  the  caufe,  by  rendering  friends  fufpicious  of 
them,  but  that  thefe  who  know  of  his  errand,  and.  be- 
ing there,  may  be  alfo  acquainted  with  his  departure* 
And*  for  that  end  what  tin^e  he  f:iw  fit,  w.-s  afligned  to. 
him  to  fettle  his  aflTairs  abroad,  but  wiih  all  expetliuon 
in  his  return  home,  was  injoined  upon  him.     And  for 
his  more  fpeedy,  and  better  return  :    It  was  concluded 
that  all  the  focieties  fhould  collet  money,  according  to 
their  abilities,  and  bring  the  fame  timeoufly  to  their  next 
adjacent  focieties  that  it  might  all  come  into  Ediubuvjjx 
betwixt  and  the  iai^  of  tmt  iniiant. 
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colthAt''L''^'^fc^^^^^^^      ^^^^«^"^  '^  return;  ir 

I.r^ll  w-1?'      V^""/^  t^^^r  ability,  the* 

■       '''''^P'f^^f!^^^^^^^     However,. having  found  fome^ 

neceflary  that  his  place  ihould  not  be  left  empty;  fo  they 
eondefcended  upon  Mr*  Hamilton  to  fupply  the  fame, 
into  whofe  liawds  they  fliould  turn  his  commiflion.  Yet 
fearing  left  friends  abroad  among  whom  he  had  beert 
converfant,  might  become  thereby  fufpicious  of  them, 
that  he  fhould  acqtiaint  them  therewith,  but  affix* 
ing  him  no  time  for  his  return,  though  their  dcfire  was, 
that  he  ihould  haften  it»  Albeit  this  was  fignified  to 
him  prefently  after  the  meeting,  yet  he  did  not  return 
until  the  fpring. 

Likewife  it  was  concluded,  that  none  thereafter  flioul  J 
be  admitted  as  Commiflioners  without  written  comm:fli- 
4:>ns,  that  fo  order  may  be  kept,  and  counterfeits  difco* 
vered.  This  was  only  that  order  might  be  obferved, 
and  for  difcovering  any  cheats  or  counterfeits,  in  cafe 
any  fiich  Ihould  endeavour  to  creep  in  among  them,  to 
get  notice  of  what  they  were  about. 

As  likewife  it  was  concluded,  t^  t  whatever  is,  hath 
httriy  or  may  be  concluded  by  the  ueneral  Meeting,  may  ' 
pot  be  diflented  from,  but  thefe  who  have  any  thing  t> 
objcft,  let  thein  come  to  the  next  meeting,  and  give  iiji 
their  reafons,  that  they  may  cognofce  upon  them,  ancj 
determine  as  tbey  may  be  found  relevant »     This  was  not^ 
but  that  their  conclufions  might  not  be  difTented  from, 
not  looking  upon  tbem  as  unalterable  ilatutcs  ;  but  their 
meaning  and  defire  was,  that  off-hand,  they  fliould  not 
be  declined  (especially  by  thefc  who  had  been  unanimous 
in  making  the  fame)  in  the  interval  between  the  meet-* 
ing  they  were  refolvecl  at,  and  the  other  foil  owl  pg,  hav- 
ing before  their  eyes  the  fad  effefts  which  the  diflcnting 
from  the  conclufiori  about  Earliloun's  going  abroad,  had 
produced,     And  fo  for  preventing  the  like  in  time  com-, 
ing,  and  out  of  love  to  have  union  preferved  among 
them,  they  judged  it  necefiai-y  that  in  cafe  any  IhoulJ 
f  bme  afterward  to  fmd  ground  of  Qbje6lIons  againft  any 
of  the  conclufions  refolved  upon  at  the  prefent  meeting,' 
^hey  had  free  li'3crty  to  give  them  in  at  the  next,  that  fa 
after  confultntion,  and  deliberation  about  the  fame,  the 
roncluHon  might  ftand,  be  altered,  or  altogether  laid  a* 
fide^^as  the  objections  were  found  ^jroundlcfs,  or  relevant,  ' 
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Moreover,  it  was  concluded  that  every  fodety  ihouUL 
bring  the  names  of  their  places,  and  the  names  of  the 
prices  of  their  next  adjacent  focieties,  to  the  nekt  Ge^ 
jural  At^etingy  that  fo  a  way  may  be  fallen  upon,  whlcli 
hitherto  was  neglected,  to  keep  with  their  faid  next  ad- 
jacent ibciety,  a  ChrilHan  fellowfliip  in  prayer,  accord- 
ing to  the  fccond  conclulion  of  the  tirft  General  Meeting 
which  met  at  the  Logan-houfe  upon  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1681. 

Though  little  or  no  effefts  followed  upon  this  conclu- 
fion,  according  to  the  method  laid  down  in  it :  yet  that 
which  was  very  advantageous  to  the  caufe  and  proved 
ftrengthening  to  the  hands  of  the  owners  thereof,  was 
the  refult,  viz,  the  fettling,  and  keeping  a  Correfpon- 
denceof  fome  focieties  together,  which  is  commonly 
called  Shire-Meetings,  the  manner  of  which  is  a  little 
dArfcribed  above. 

Lnfily^  It  was  concluded  that  the  laft  Thurfday  of  that 
inflant,  the  laft  "^Thurfday  of  September,  and  the  fecond 
'iliurfday  of  October,  were  to  be  oblerved  as  days  of 
falVmg  and  prayer,  by  all  the  focieties :  and  the  next 
General  Meeting  was  appointed  to  meet  at  Darmade,  u- 
pon  the  2d  of  November,  which  day,  wths  to  be  kept  a 
day  of  failing  and  pF  v^^r  by  all  remaining  at  home. 

As  before  this  meeting,  fo  after  it,  the  cafe  of  the 
country  was  fad :  the  enemies  dellre,  not  only  to  kill  the 
body,  but  alfo  to  wound  the  confcicnccs  of  people,  was  in- 
fatiablc,  whereby  the  land  was  defiled.  'Diey  went  ftilt 
oil  preiTing  conformity  with  their  wicked  courfes  ;  f5fpi5- 
cially  that  wretched  Teji  v?'as  much  impoled  upon  the 
conicicnces  of  many,  and  much  yielded  unto :  and  com- 
pliance with  abjured  Prelacy,  was  much  endeavoured, 
and  (alas !  much  obtained)  the  recufants  imjM-ifoned, 
(ined,  or  otherwiie  dealt  with  as  thefe  enemies  faw  fit* 
Dt!t  in  a  fpeclal  manner,  tbe  condition  of  the  United  So^' 
cieties  wjs  very  mtxch  diftrelTed,  having  a  potent  and 
powerful  enemy  to  wroftle  with,  whofe  malice  was  cf  uel, 
and  keen,  againft  them  i  But  that  would  have  been  more 
ealJly  borne,  if  they  had  y/anted  contendings  v/ith  fcveral 
of  their  dear  brethren,  both  rpojri  the  on?  hand,  and 
the  uiher,  which  they  could  not  get.cvitcd,  Tmlcfs  they 
had  fhown  ihc  want  of  love  to  them  by  iiilFering  fin  u- 
pon  them,  in  n(;t  witacfling  agaiiiU  it.  Before,  they  had  . 
Init  cue  party  lo  dck]  with^^/i^  tioic  all  on  the  Icft.Vi^itid^ 
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^ing  on  in  declining  couries,  from  formerly  fwom  unto 
principles  :  now,  they  had  another  to  contend  againft  on 
the  right  hand,  running  into  excefles  .of  zeal,  beyond 
its  due  boundaries  ;  fo  that  betwixt  the  two  they  were 
at  no  fmall  trouble.  James  Ruffel  after  his  reparation 
firom  them>  at  the  laft  meeting,  laid  out  himfelf  greatly, 
ndth  a  few  others,  to  n^ifreprefent  the  Societies ^  both  by 
word  and  writing,  at  home  and  abroad,  which  was  matter 
€if  difcouragement,  and  grief. 

However  in  the  midft  of  thefe  perplexities  they  were 
grappling  with,  they  wanted  not  fome  matter  of  encou- 
ragement, and  ground  of  hope.  Though  they  wanted 
the  lympathy  of  many  at  home,  whofe  concernednefs 
with  them  in  their  low  condition  might  have  been  ex- 
pcfted  ;  yet  the  Lord  whofe  tender  mercies  fail  not,  ftir- 
red  up  fome  abroad,  to  pity  and  fympathize  with  them 
in  their  wildernefs  ftate.' 

Mr.  William  Brake!,  a  faithful  and  godly  minifter  of 
the  church  of  Leewarden  in  Friezland^  through  thq  in- 
formation of  Earljlouny  but  more  efpecially  of  Robert  Ha'- 
miltofZf  (one  who  hath  various  ways  declared  much  con- 
cemednefs  with,  and  laid  out  himfelf  not  a  little  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  fuffering  remnant)  this  minifter 
highly  approved  of  the  caufe  owned,  and  fuffered  for, 
by  the  United  Societies,  as  being  the  Lords  caufe :  and 
ihewed  much  fympathy  with  them  in  their  diftrcfs  ;  as 
may  be  evident  in  a  letter  written  by  him  to  them,  very 
fuitable  and  pertinent  to  a  people  warfaring  under  the 
crofs.  Which  letter,  becaufe  it  was  fo  much  fpoken  of 
afterward,  and  to  let  the  tender  fympathy  of  that  wprthy 
mmifter  with  the  afflifted  be  feen,  for  which  he  will  not 
want  his  reward :  And  that  the  fame  may  tend  to  his 
commendation,  although  iince,  by  the  mifinformation 
of  fome  Scots  minifters  in  Roterdam,  and  others,  too 
much  given  heed  unto  by  him,  he  hath  altered  his  mind, 
I  fliall  infert  here  a  true  copy  of  it  in  Englifh  into  which 
language  it  was  faithfully  tranflated  out  of  the  Latin,  in 
which  it  was  originally  written. 

Tio  our  Fathers  and  Brethren  that  are  under  the  perfecu^ 
tion^  in  the  Church  2/* Scotland. 

Although  I  do  not  eftecm  my  gifts  fo  great  as  to 
write  to  you  who  !?ire  fo  emmcntly  taught  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  yet  I  cannot  keep  filcnt  from  ihewing  you,  that 
my  foul  is  knit  to  yours,  whi^  fometimes  ufcs  to  be  a 


TreJhyUfians  In  Scodand.     1682^        )j  j,  . 

comfort  to  the  afflufted,  to  wit,  to  have  fome  to  bear 
burdens  with  them. 

^Tietlier  I  /liall  weep  for  fadnefs,  or  rejoice  for 
gl-uinefs,  is  to  me  a  great  doubt.  If  I  gave  way  to  af- 
tcclian,  grief  would  prevail ;  but  when  I  conAilt  with 
re^ibnj  joy  abounds  ;  becaufe  I  heartily  embrace  the 
cauleofthis,  although  joined  with  the  caufe  of  the  o- 
ther ;  and  I  would  not  wifh  the  caufe  of  that  taken  away, 
with  any  difadvantage  to  this. 

My  heart  is  not  a  little  wounded  with  (ympathy,  when 
I  call  to  mind  the  fad  thirds  you  are  mqjetin^  with ; 
>vhea  I  conii<ler  how  you  are  deprived  of  all  the  good 
things  ^.nA  means  of  life,  that  you  are  put  to  lodge  day 
and  night  m  the  open  air,  without  any  fhelter  from  the 
fv.u's  heat,  rain  or  ^old,  (how  do  you  live  ?  furely  God 
feeds  you  from  heaven)  when  you  embrace  the  bare  rock 
forahcd,  having  the  heavens,  or  it  may  be  the  cold 
fnow  for  a  covering  ;  when  I  confider  what  it  is  to  lee 
C^t  little  ones  (it  may  be)  w,eeping  for  hunger  and  cold* 
and  cannot  get  wherewith  to  warm  them ;  when  I  con- 
fider what  it  is  to  be  always  furrounded  with  deadly  foes, 
and  to  hear  fometimcs  of  the  hufband,  fometimes  of  the 
father  or  mother,  wife,  fon  or  daughter  to  be  taken  to 
execution,  and  all  the  diiy  to  be  as  lambs  alloted  to  the 
Slaughter ;  what  brother  ?  what  Chriftian  ?  yea,  what 
nnbiafled  man  can  thijik  on  thefe  things  but  with  ty^ 
ccfs  of  grief  ? 

But,  upon  the  other  hand,  when  I  confider  tiic  hea- 
venly abounding  bleilings,  the  great  abundance  of  the  Spi- 
rit, and  fpiritual  joy,  the  denicdnefs  to  all  worldly  things, 
the  ardent  love  to  God  and  your  neighbour,  the  chear^ 
W  martyrdom  for  the  name  of  Jefus,  the  holinefs  erf 
life,  l^c,  which  God  your  father  has  in  a  more  abundaivt 
manner  bcftowed  oii  you  than  any  church  in  the  world 
in  thefe  times,  \yiien  I  call  to  mind,  that  God  is  pre- 
ferving  you  as  a  remnant  of  anciently  a  moft  flourifhing 
^Airch,  and  calling  you  as  the  firft  fruits,  yea,  I  fay, 
Ac  Hrft  fruits  of  a  church  fhortly ;  yea,  I  fay,  f}K)rtly 
^0  be  railed  up  :  When  I  f(^e  our  Lord  and  Malter  Jefus 
Chril>,  the  only  head  of  his  church,  glorified  in  yoiu' 
i^'ir^clous  prdcrvation,  and  encompaiTmg  you  as  with  a 
^all  of  fire  round  about,  calling  you  either  living  or  dy- 
*n,  riind  letting  you  forth,  and  preferving  you  to  all,  ei- 
ther godly  or  Uiigodly,  wlio  arc  lurking  in  c[uiet  here  and 
^^c,  for  to  give  a  tvJlliJijf^ny  for  iii|3alclf,    1  ijay ,  .^'W«. 
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I  fcrioufly  ponder  thcfc  things,  how  can  I  be  fad  ?  what 
Ihall  I  fay,  but  glory  to  the  Lord  ?  what  fhall  I  do,  but 
moft  willingly  approve  of  his  moft  holy  and  wife  govern- 
ment pf  his  houfehold,  who  follows  you  with  a  greater 
and  more  infinite  and  eternal  love  and  good  will  than  I 
can.  exprefs  *,  fhould  I  feem  to  repine  by  wiihing  a  change,^ 
and  fo  difapproving  of  his  difpenfations  ?  nay^  the  moii 
holy  and  merciful  God  does  all  things  well. 

But  what  fliall  I  faj  unto  you,  my  dear  brethren  ?  I 
approve  of  your  careful  and  mutual  coiprefpondence  with 
one  another^  and  all  the  churches  *,  I  approve  of  your 
ftrift  difcipUne^  both  as  to  the  private  life  of  every  mem- 
ber, and  alfo  a&  to  your  feparation  from  thefe  fwelling 
in  pride  Biihbps  and  their  adherents.  And  likewile  I 
approve  of  your  feparation  from  thefe  who  have  accepted 
the  indulgence  from  the  civil  magiftrate^  and  lb  have  ac- 
knowledged a  foreign  and  extraneous  power  in  the 
church,  and  introduced  it  into  the  church  againft  the 
fole  government  of  our  only  King  Jefus  Chrift,  which 
hath  proven  the  defbruftion  of  the  church,  and  the  great- 
eft  hinderance  to  its  reftoration.  I  approve  alfo  of  your 
ieparation  from  the  frighted  and  fearing,  though  other- 
wife  pious  men,  and  thefe  who  are  inclining  to  the  in- 
dulged fide,  loving  a  fhort  bodily  eafe,  though  with  a' 
check  oi  confcience  ;  who  deprive  themfelves  of  all  that 
4>p€n  boldnefs  they  ought  to  have,  and  entrap  themfelves 
in  inextricable  fnares,  not  confidering  hmv  great  hurt 
they  do  to  the  church*  O  how  much  rather  is  it  to  be 
chofen  to  die  a  noble  and  Chrift-glorifying  death,  and 
to  obtain  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  or  to  endure  all  forts 
of  injuries  and  oppreffions  in  the  defarts  and  mountain&> 
than  to  enjoy  the  the  pleafures  ofjinfcr  a  feafoUy  for  Hvhgt  ' 
fellowjhip  hath  righteoufnejs  with  tmrigbteoufnefs^ 

Go  on  therefore,  dear  brethren,  as  ye  have  begun  ^ 
Come  out  from  among  them^  f^iih  the  Lordy  and  touch  not 
the  unclean  thing ;  Then  fhall  I  receive  you^  and  be  to  you  a 
father y  andyefiall  he  unto  me  as  fans  and  daughters y  faith 
the  Lord  of  hqfls.  Let  not  the  devil  and  his  inllruments 
and  followers  fright  you>  who  is  come  unto  you  full  of 
great  wrath,  bccaufe  he  knows  his  time  is  but  fhort,  for 
the  God  of  peace  fhall  bruife  him  under  your  feet. 

Let  not  the  cruehy  nor  fubtilty  of  enemft;s,  nor  hun- 
ger, nor  cold,  nor  the  prifbn,  nor  a  gallows,  nor*  the 
iword,  fear  you :  none  of  thefe  things  fhall fepart^te  you  from 
,  ibi  Uvi  ^  God*     Tea^  your  light  affli£lion^   "which  is  hnt 
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fir  a  moment^  nvorlethfor  jm  a  for  more  exceeding  and  ex- 
ternal weight  of  glory.  Let  always  that  faying  of  our  Sa- 
viour's be  in  your  mind,  He  that  takes  not  up  his  crofs  and 
follows  mey  is  not  worthy  of  me.  He  that  finds  his  lifojhall 
lofe  it,  but  he  that  lofeth  his  life  for  my  fakefhall  find  it* 
Neither  let  your  peace  entice  you  to  comply  with  thofe, 
who,  although  they  be  godly  men,  yet  they  live  only 
for  themfelves,  and  not  for  the  good  of  the  church  5  nay 
rather  for  its  hurt*  O  how  pleafant  and  noble  a  thing 
is  it  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  more  pure  church,  to  make 
a  way  by  whi^h  King  Jefus  fliall  enter  to  reftore  his 
jchurch  in  Scotland.  O  I  how  profitable  will  it  be  to  af- 
ter generations  to  have  you  for  a  |;ood  example  to  follow  I 
and  that  they  can  fay  of  you,  fo  and  fo  did  our  forefa- 
thers, fuch  and  fuch  things  fuflFercd  thev  in  fuch  and 
fuch  a  cafe  5  they  behaved  themfelves  to  and  fo.  O 
what  excels  of  joy  fhall  they  have,  who  (after  the  perfe- 
jcntions  are  over)  fhall  fee  the  people  of  God  in  peace  glo- 
rifying him  ?  How  fhall  they  then  be  confpunded  who 
arc  fitting  filent,  finghted,  god  deferting  the  caufe  and 
people  of  God  ?  How  fhall  they  then  come  trembling  and 
xronfeffing  their^  faults  to  you  ?  and  thefe  who  are  now 
perfecuting  yoii,  how  fhall  they  blufh  and  be  afhamed  ? 
Let  me  fpeak  to  you  in  the  words  of  Ifaiali,  Hear  ye  tht 
word  of  the  Lord,  yf  that  tremble  at  his  *i.rord,  your  bre^ 
thren  that  hated  you,  that  cafi  you  out  for  my  name^s  fake, 
faid.  Let  the  Lord  be  glorified ;  but  he  fhall  appear  to  your 
joy,  and  they  fhall  4e  afhamed^  Then  fays  the  Pfalmifi', 
The  righteous  fhall  rejoice  when  hefceth  vengcofice ;  he  fhall 
wafb  his  fret  in  the  blood  of  the  wicked.  So  that  a  man  fhall 
fay,  verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous,  vefily  there 
is  a  God  to  judge  the  earth.  Seeing  it  is  a  righteous  thing 
with  God  to  recQmpence  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you  ; 
kut  to  you  who  are  troubled,  refl. 

Therefore  my  brethren,  watch,  fland  fafl  in  the 
faith,  quit  yourfelyes  like  men,  be  flrong,  and  God  will 
fh-engthen  your  foul,  All  ye  that  hope  in  him,  be  ye 
ftable,  unmoved,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  Hold fflfi  that  you  have,  let  no  man  take  your  crown. 
Be  ye  faithful  unto  the  death,  and  Godfoall  give  you  a  crown 
of  life*  for  the  rod  of  the  wicked  foall  not  reft  always  «- 
pen  the  lot  of  the  righteous. 

Farewel,  Heverend  Fathers,  dear  brothers  and  fillers ; 
the  Lord  enlighten  you  with  the  ligh^Jf  his  counteivsLivc^^ 
^nd  grant  yon  to  tnfle  of  his  aii-fufficiency ,  and  ftren^Wxv 
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you  in  the  faith^  that  ye  may  always  behold  thefc  thifijj^ 
ih^t  are  invifible,  and  live  by  them ;  and  that  he  maj 
£11  you  with  the  fpirit  of  joy  smd  gladnefs,  and  that  iM 
xatj  <:herl{h  you  m  the  hope  of  the  life  to  come,  aiiffl 
fanftify  you  more  and  more,  that  ye  may  do  all  things  ift 
his  fight,  in  faith^  as  the  Sons  of  GkJd  throrugh  Chrri 
Jefus,  in  love,  in  fear,  in  obedience,  with  chearfulnefflj 
wifdom,  patience  and  conflancy.  ^ 

The  Lord  be  your  fun  and.  ihield,  and  rdck  of  hdbfe 
tation^  yed,  all  in  all  to  you,  both  in  time  and  throiighi 

out  all   eternity,     — ^ --^ ihaU  flie^  ybU  duJ 

mind  in  the  reft.  ■  Be  mindful  of  me  in  youf  jir.iyet*9| 
that  the  Almighty  may  give  me  a  greater  meafure  of  hil 
Spirit,  for  comfort^  holinefs  and  faithftjlnefs  in  ittj 
Work,  aiid  fitaefs  to  go  about  it.  The  Lof  d  be  with  yow 
I  greet  you  with  the  right  hand  of  fellov/fhip.  • 

WILLIAM  BRACKEL: 

.  There  was  likewife  at  this  time,  a  Letter  fent  by  R#. 
BERT  Hamilton,  which,  though  it  be  diret^tcd  t^ 
Mr.  Rentuickf  yet  it  was  deiigned  for  the  whok  »S<)Cjetie« 
$is  is  evident  through  the  whole  -,  the  teiidr  ij^hereof  fdt 
Jows  : 

SIR, 

August  22^,  1682 

YOU  may  let  me  know  if  you  received  my  laft.  I) 
may  be  we  fhall  not  have  many  occarions  to  write, 
for  the  execution-day  of  the  Lord  fccms  to  approach,  lioi 
tonly  upon  Scotland,  but  upon  the  whole  churches  •,  anc 
that  becaufe  of  the  contempt  of  the  precious  gofpel,  atfc 
the  perfidy,  indifFerency,  formality  and  unconcernedneC 
of  the  profcffors  thereof.  The  day  is  coming,  wherek 
^11  that  bear  a  name  of  godlincfs  ihall  be  tried.  O  mj 
triends,  the  day  is  coming,  wherein  the  people  of  Goc 
Ihall  be  put  to  that  blefled  neceflity,  to  hav^  no  where  t( 
Jhelter  themfelves,  but  under  the  ftiaduw  of  the  Almigh. 
ty.  O  happy  thefe,  who  have  been  or  fhall  be  in  ani 
meafure  helped  to  be  faithful ;  who  fiiall  get  their  foul! 
for  a  prey.  I  doubt  not  but  fomc  ihiill  bt:  witncfles  botl 
of  the  Lord's  glorious  coming,  and  of  his  ftrlking  thro 
kings,  and  breakmg  down  of  kingdoms,  drving  up  o: 
rivers^  purging  jTOcleanfmg  of  lUs  houfe,  and  taking 
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•of  Ws  icat  to  rrign  and  rule  as  a  free  king  in  Bis  oWh 
houfe ;  but  O  !  who  is  the  man  that  fhall  abide  tlife 
day  of  his  coming  ?  i  trow,  it  will  be  hard  to  determine  : 
Yet  I  cannot  but  believe  and  hope,  that  poor  defpifed 
Scotland's  mufter  in  that  day,  fliall  come  fhort  of  lio 
land  in  the  ^orld,  which  has  been  honoured  above  all 
others  to  bejlr  the  ftatidard  with  this  glorious  motto, 
CHRIST  JESUS,  not  only  King  of  the  Jews,  but 
KING  OF  KINGS  and  LORD  OF  LORDS,  Zion's 
King^  without  competitor.    • 

ktAy  my  dear  Friends,  that  the  Lord's  way  may  be 
the  more  remembered,  I  think  it  might  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  lay  it  upon  every  focicty  to  keep  a  regifter  j  not 
only  of  the  Lord's  glorious  way  of  dealing  with  his  peo- 
ple, in  hiding,  delivering,  conducing  them,  fji*r, ,-  but 
alfc  his  method  with  the  enemies  of  all  forts  j — to  fet  ' 
<lown  what  and  when  fuch  a  family  or  pcrfon  did  againft 
the  Lord,  his  work,  or  any  of  his  people  ;  and  then  to 
fee  them  in  their  families,  in  their  children,  arid  in 
their  deaths.  If  this  be  gone  about,  I  can  affure  you, 
that  not  only  the  prefent  generation,  but  the  generati- 
ons to  come  ihall  profit  thereby.  For  this  long  time, 
and  now  more  than  ever,  the  Lord  has  been  makmg  up 
the  want  of  faithfulnefs  in  miniilcrs,  by  preaching  with 
terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs,  and  that  not  only  by  his 
legible  judgments  on  the  families,  pcrfons,  and  deaths 
of  the  open  enemies  ;  but  more  efpecially  upon  the  per- 
fons,  families  and  deaths  of  lukewarm,  apoftatc  pn^lef^ 
fors.  When  I  was  in  that  land,  I  travelled  fomeT^hat 
in  that  work  to  great  advantage  •,  there  are  few  or  none 
you  fhall  find  ofTuch,  but  either  they  died  miferaWy,  or 
«re  living  fq  \  either  without  children,  or  pofleflcd  with 

devils,  madnefs,    fools,  whoremongers,  ^c, As  al-i 

fo,  I  think  if  the  Lord  had  not  a  mind  to  return  to  our 
land,  he  would  not  have  been  at  pains  to  have  written 
fuch  large  hiftories  of  his  wrath  upon  families  and  pcr- 
fons as  he  has  done,  which  if  he  returned  not  again, 
ftould  all  be  buried :  neither  would  he  have  received  fudi 
a  bumt-offering  at  Scotland's  hands,  as  the  heads,  hands, 
ind  eftates  of  fo  many  of  his  moft  precious  children.  Of 
this  I  r*ecd  fay  no  more. 

It  might  alfo  be  thought  upon,  if  it  were  .'not 
fit  to  have  the  fittcft  pcrfons  chofen  out  for  catechi- 
sing, which  is  a  duty  fo  neceflary  this  day  \  I  am  Cvvre  ^-s 
Ticteaary  as  unylknow,    I  hope  wheix  our  neccQiues  ;xt^ 
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fo  greati  that  none  will  fcruple  to  undertake  it,  provid- 
ing they  find  themfelves  able, 

O  go  on,  go.  on,  he  is  faithful  who  hath  faid  it,  it 

fiiall  be  well  with  the  righteous. And  is  it  not  fome- 

vhat  promising  this  day,  that  the  Lord  is  helping  fome 
^  keep  foot-lide  with  the  brethren  at  home,  not  only 
m  our  firft  Teftimony  againft  M.  M — :t^,  but  in  the 
l^e  endeavours  ;  and  fcems  not  only  to  favour  us,  but 
to  accept  of  them  at  our  hands  ?  It  is  obferyable,  our 
moving  and  yours  was  rjot  only  one  way,  but  at  one 
time,  notwi^hftluiding  the  diftanee,  and  ignorance  of 
one  another's  moving  \  for  though  there  have  been  fomc 
in  that  land,  who  not  only  for  themfelves,  but  in  name 
of  country-fides  have  writteil  to  me,  as  I  am  informed  by 
my  brother ;  yet  fince  I  left  that  land,  I  have  received 
few  letters  from  any,  and  I  judge  none  concerning  the 
public.  What  has  been  in  tt,,  I  fhall  not  fay,  though  for 
mine  own  part  I  have  been  maHe  to  blcfs  the  Lord  for  it,  . 
whO'in  that  trial,  as  in  others,  learned  me  to  draw  near- 
er and  nearer  to  himfelf,  and  to  rejoice  in  his  favour, 
love  and  unchangeablenefs,  yea,  under  the  fhadow  of 
his  wings.  And  O  unfpeakaWe  love  !  who  in  any  meai- 
furc  has  kept  us  in  ys.  hand ;.  for  fmce  I  faw  you,  I  have  * 
been  threatened  to  be  ft^ved  out  of  my  judgment,  or 
confcience,  and  to  be  bribed  out  of  it  with  the  offers  of 
honour  and  preferment.  O  praifcs,  praif^  to  him  for 
Lis  goodnefs  !  ^ 

O  dear  Friends,  let  us  fell  down  before  the  Lord,  and 
adore  him,  who  after  all  our  fevcraj  trials  has  not  only 
brought  us  to  be  one  in  mind  and  judgment,  but  alfo 
employed  about  the  fame  thing  \  O  for  grace,  for  grace 
to  be  kept  in  his  hand^  ^Vlien  I  was  as  a  dead  man,  he 
called  me  out  from  all  my  acquaintances  into  a  ftrange 
land.  A  ftranger  to  their  humour,  to  their  language, 
to  their  perfops,  poor  and  empty,  yet  he  led  me  out,  I 
not  knowing  whither  I  was  going,  he  put  work  in  my 
hands,  madeiriends  for  me,  and  is  now  carrying  on  his 
work.  O  blefs,  blefs  the  Lord  ?  and  pray  that  it  may 
jgo  forward.  I  n^uft  fay  to  the  commendation  of  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  that  though  when  I  came  here,  (as 
afterward  they  declared)  they  not  only  hated  our  nation, 
'but  our  caufe.  But  O  what  a  change,  in  fuch  a  time  !  for 
the  Lord  (after  that  they  were  engaged  to  mind  our  church 
publicly,  and  to  appint  weekly  and  monthly  meteings  for 

the 
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the  fame)  gave  them  an  opportunity  for  a  public  teftimony^x  - 
ftating  it  the  fame  with  our  own,  after  he  had  let  them  (in 
much  prayer  and  wreftUng,  day  and  night)  find  the  fweet- 
nefsof  that  way,  he  gave  them  the  victory  to  the  wonderof 
thcmfeh'es  and  on-Iookers,  and  to  the  aflonifhment  and 
conviction  of  their, ad verfaries,  which  not  only  has  en- 
couraged the  godly  to  public  teftifying,  but  endeared 
them  fo  to  our  church  and  caufe,  that  they  cannot  hear 
it  fpoken  of,  but  they  are  at  the  melting  down  with, 
tears.  But  having  fpoken  of  this  in  my  laft,  I  need  fpeak 
no  more  of  it,  only  let  it  ftir  up  all  ranks  to  thankful^ 
nefsy  tendernefsy  more  holy  zeal  and  forwardi?efs. 

Amongft  many  other  overtures  my  brother  ihewed 
me  from  you,  that  of  having  our  youth  educated  for  a 
new  nurfery^of  minifters,  did  not  a  little  aflonifh  me,  it 
being  of  a  long  time  both  my  great  work  and  exercife 
here,  and  I  propofed  it,  and  the  Lord  had  made  it  ac« 
ceptable  at  the  very  firft  moving  of  it,  fo  that  I  was  de- 
figned  to  have  written  it  to  you  long  iince,  had  not  the 
weight  of  it  fo  preffed  me  for  fouie  days,  tying  mcto  my 
chamber. 

O  dear  Friends,  lay  it  to  heart,  perfons,  and  families^ 
and  focieiies,  every  lafs  and  lad,  by  failing  and  prayer,  , 
fee  how  the  Lord  feems  to  pafs  by  the  minifters  erf  Scot- 
land, pitching  upon  ftrangers,  who  not  only  offer  their 
fervice,  but  are  willing  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  re- 
building of  that  once  fo  glorious  and  beautiful  work,  and 
to  be  at  the  coft  and  charges  of  educating  our  youth, 
whereby  they  may  be  fitted  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe 
of  our  God>  aad  to  ordain  fuch  as  fhall  be  judged  fit  for 
the  great,  O  great  work  of  the  miniftry.' 

Worthy  and  dear  Friends,  as  this  would  be  gone  a- 
bout  with  much  fafting  and  prayer,  fo,  %ifor  the  Lord's 
lake,  let  none  be  chofen  for  this  end^  but  fuch  who 
have  given  evidence  of  their  real  piety,  holiness^ 
and  tenderness:  And  O  let  none,  as  they  would 
nut  be  made  monuments  of  the  Lord's  anger  and  wrath 
in  an  extraordinary  way,  venture  upon  it  uncalled.  Let 
them  read  Ifjriah's  and  Jeremiah's  call,  and  Titus  i.  7, 

O  the  plagues,  the  plagues  that  may  be  feen  on  our 
minifters  this  day,  yea  on  fuch  as  were  once  as  bright 
iiars  in  our  horizon,  may  be  a  terror  to  all  poftcrity  to 
venture  lightly  on  fo  great  a  work.  Let  not  the  waiwtot 
klu-uing  ftartlc  anj^  where  the  main  thing  is  rcaW.7  i^'W 
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and  known  :  yea,  it  has  »ot  been  the  want  of  learning,' 
but  of  grace,  holy  zeal,  and  courage,  that  has  fo  brought 
ais  among  the  feet  of  our  adverfaries,  and  kindled  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  io  hot  againft  us.     O  then,  upon  all-/ 
hands,  let  it  he  gone  about  with  much  fiafting  and  prayer, 
as  being  the  ordinary  and  appointed  way  to  know  the- 
Lord's  will,  and  to  be  fitted  for  going  about  it,  and  ma-  *' 
naging  it  aright. 

Worthy  friends, -to  me  this  mivtter  hath  been  often 
xeprefented,  as  ampngft  the  greateft  concernments  yet  in 
kand  j  as  a  mean  that  may  be  eminently  for  recovery  from; 
the  dead,  or  of  giving  us  the  foreft  blo»¥  that  ever  we- 
yct  had.  O!  a  down  pouring  of  the  Spirit  in  his  ful- 
uefe,  be  your  allowance,  both  for  your  encouragement  • 
in  your  managing  of  it,  and  for  a  token  of  our  Mafter's  • 
approhatioa  of  the  work.    : 

.    And  O  forget  not  to  «iind  poor  Frci%land^  and  in 
particular  the  work  begun  here,  let  the  godly  here,  lie 
near  .to  your  hearts  and  prayers  before  the  throne,  for  . 
tiiai  church,  I  d^re  fay,  is  dearer  to  them  than  their 
lives.     Mind  alfo  worthy  Mr.  Brackel,    who  has  now' 
written  to  yo^  :  it  isf  he  whom  the  Lord  is  honouring 
here,  and  hath  honoured  to  give  a  great  teftimony,  of 
wbich  I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  lafb.     And  O  for  the 
Lord's  fake  mind  worthlcfs,  worthlefs  me,  who  am  as  a 
dead  man,  of  a  long  time,  feparate  from  my  brethern,   : 
andihot  at,  yea  bitterly  ihot  at,  by  all  ranks  of  ofF-fallers 
from  the  caufe  of  God.     I  will  tell,  I  muft  tell  you,  I   . 
hare  found  my  Lord,  nnchangeable,  in  every  eftate  the 
fame,,  ay  the  fame  up  making,  and  more  than  up  mak-  ^ 
ing  portion  ;  fweet  and  eaiy  is  his  crofs  ;  I  cannot  get  him 
commended:   O  liis  love  is  lovely,  yea  lovlinefs  itfelf: 
O  if  he  were,  vent,  whole  mercy  endureth  for  ever  \  O    \ 
feck  him  to  our  land,  to  our  mother,  and  to  ourfelves, 
that  his  kingdom  may  come,  and  his  will  be  done  o'fx    * 
darth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.     O  let  him  do  with  us  as  he 
will,  that  he  would  but  come  as  in  the  days  of  old  ;  yea,    ; 
and  forever  blefled  be  his  name  for  what  I  have  already 
fcen  and  heard,  both  of  iweet  Scotland,  and  poor  Frciz- 
land.     O  let  us  not  envy  tliat  ho  is  enlarging  his  tents  and 
fettingup  in  other  places  ;  his  prcfcnce  is  more  than  able 
to  fill  heaven  and  earth;    there  is  no  fear  that  he  want 
pleniihing  where  he  comes.     Let  him  conquer,  let  him 
conquer,  until  he  has  ftrctched  his  conquell  from  one 
end  ot  the  earth  to  the  othor,  in  breadth  and  Icjigth^    • 

AVvd 
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anc!  length,  and  hav:  made  a  footftocl  of  all   his  enc- 
mirs. 

Dear  and  worthy  Brethren,  I  will  not  further  trouble 
you,  expefting  thut  mv  brother  Ihall  write  unto  you  ; 
only  this  I  add,  that  as  for  the  number  of  thofe  that 
cone  in  order  lo  the  miniftry,  it  is  condefcended  upon, 
that  four  or  live,  come  at  lirft,  and  they  are  to  ftay  by 
Mr.  Brachcl,  or  elfe  in  fome  College  here  in  the  winter, 
vtnd  then  receive  ordination  in  the  fpring ;  for  once  hav- 
ing fo  many,  more  might  be  condescended  upon,  as  the 
\j)Til  gave  clearnefs.     Il'he  I/ord  himfelf  dire<Sfc  and  guide 
yon  through  all  the  parts  of  it,  that  he  be  not   further 
I'fovolced. — —The  Lord  be  with  you   all,  and  fend  a 
jojful  meeting. 

ROBERT  HAMILTON- 

Mr,  Reniu!rl  in  hi»  third  Letter  (as  it  ftands  in  the 
priurcJ  volume)  hath  refpe^l  to  this  and  fome  other 
l-ctt(frs  received  froni  jSlr.  Hamilton,  in  which  he  fhews 
iiisicnre  of  the  weiglitmds  of  that  affair;  but  it  appear- 
ed ftdly  afterward,  that  others  of  them  took  too  little 
notice  of  this  L<;ttcr. 

After  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Brackel  was  fpread  abroad ' 
?nioiig  the  focietie?,  coming  at  fuch  a  time,  and  con- 
tiinino  fuch  t!iings  fuituig  their  cafe,  and  being  fent  not 
only  from  a  ftranger,  but  a  faithful  godly  minifter,  the 
fum- proved' hr»nd-iirf:rgthening  and  heart-comforting 
and  conrirming  to  them,  .to  profecute  that  noble  tefti- 
i^io.Ty  in  thtir  ftatioil  ajul  capacity  which  they  had  put 
their  hard  urAc.  And  to  evidence  the  grateful  feiifc  of 
jHc  favour  received  by  his  Letter,  they  wrote  to"  him. 
'^forecver,  after  this"  meeting,  *Earlftoun  wrote  home, 
G'Ving  an  acconrf,  that  there  was  a  door  opened  abiosd 
fw*  teaching  young  men  at  an  univerfity,  a  benefit  which 
tC'uM  not  b J  rightly  gotten  at  home,  v/hichwas  obtained 
^'thexcans  of  the  laid  Mr.  William  Brackel  •,  though 
'«'.  Hamilto'i  ttA  Earlflouti  were  not  wanting  to  do  , 
'■^-^t  they  could  in  it  aifo.  So  he  dcfurcd  there  mlghi: 
"^' lone  youni^  men  prdVntly  fent  over,  in  order  to  ihe 
blowing  f.f  their  ftiiJie-!  there,  where  aftervi-ai-d  they 
r-'ghf  come  to  get  the  benefit  of  ordination,  when  fit 
*-"thc  fame  5  which  letter  when  received  was  veryre- 
^i'eihing  and  enc^urngin  t,  feeing  thereby  their  deplo- 
riWc  cafe  was  nctoiii/^'rjVd  /y  ftjrangersi  but  ite^o^e 
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of  jgctting  the  benefit  of  the  gofpcl  again,  was  a  little  re- 
wed-  So  by  fbme  who  received  it^  with  confent  of 
others,  it  was  judged  expedient  (feeing  the  contents  of 
the  letter  could  not  be  anfwered  without  the  confent  of  . 
friends)  to  acquaint  .the  Societies^  upon  the  account  of 
the  getting  that  budnefs  foon  difpatched,  to  meet  fooner 
than  the  time  appointed  by  the  lail  meeting.  Where* 
upon  the  time  and  place  was  appointed  to  beat  Edinburgh^ 
upon  the  Eleventh  of  Ocldfer^  and  the  fbcieties  to  be 
acquainted  theiiewith^ 

According  to.  whith  appouitinenty  A  General 
Meeting  did  cohveen  at  the  time  and  place  above-^nen*- 
tioned  5  where,  after  thefe  reprefenting  the  refpeftive 
focieties  had  given  in  their  commii&ons,  and  the  Fr%fe» 
chofen,  he  enquiFed,  in  order  to  the  knowing  that  none 
were  there  who  were  guilty  of  icandal,  if  any  perfon  had 
ought  to  objeA  againft  any  prefent :  At  which  fome  rofe 
up,  and  faid  that  Andrew  Young  who  was  there  reprc* 
fenting^thefociety  of  Teviotdale  had  revealed  that  which 
he  was  engaged  not  to  difcover  ^  which  thing  he  denied, 
faye  only  his  telling  to  fome,  not  concerned,  <  f  fbme 
perfons  who  were  prefent  at  the  publiihing  of  the  Lanerk 
jDeclaration :  Asalfo,.  that  he  h^  heard  Mr^  John  Hep* 
hurtti  againft  whom  there  were  reafons  of  withdrawing  ;. 
which  the  faid  Andrew  Young  granted  he  did,  and  yet 
vefolved  to  go  on  in  the  fame.  After  long  and  hot  de- 
bating and  jangling  betwixt  him  and  feverals  of  the  mee- 
ting, it  was  at  laft  concluded  by  them,  that  the  faid  An- 
drew Young  fhould  be  fufpended  from  fitting  there,  up- 
on the  account  of  joining  and  refolving  to  join  with  the 
laid  Mr.  John  Hepburn^  againft  whom  there  were  fcve- 
yal  reafons  of  withdrawing^,  particularly  his  not  joining 
and  concurring  with  our.  late  Martyr  mimjersy  in  re- 
jefting  ;md  difowning  the  authority  of  Charles  StuarU — 
By  which  joining,  he  had  broken  that  conclufion  of  the 
General  Meeting,  viz.-  That  nothwgjbould  be  dauebx^anyi 
f  articular  perfon  without  the  confent  of  the  Society  whereof 
hevfos  .  a  member^  in  things  vwereiu  their  hwuiledge  and 
confent  was neceffary  to  be  had,  &c •  After  he  was  ac  quaint- 
cd  with  this,  he  went  away  greatly  enraged,  faying  be 
would  (^pofe  himfelf  to  them  and  their  doings,  which 
he  hath  in  fbme  meafure  made  out  fince. 

When  the  conftifion  occafioned  by  this  debate  was  o- 
vcr>  and  uotking  found  againft  any  <»f  the  reft  of  the 

meeting,. 
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•meeting,  xhtf  proceeded  in  order  to  the  chbofing  of  the 
young  men  who  were  to  go  abroad  ;to  tdHofr  their  ftudies> 
the  doing  of  which  was  a  great  end  of  appointing  this 
meeting  fo  foon  5  w^ich  was  gone  alxmt  after  tWs  man- 
ner :    Firft,  praying  that   the  X-ord  would  du^  them 
in  that  weighty  affair.    Then  the  young  men  who  were 
prefent,  aiid  to  be  put  in  the  lift,  were  defired  to  fpeak 
their  minds,  which  they  did  fatisftingly,  firft   of  the 
vork  they  Ds-ere  to  go  about ;  next  or  the  going  in  fucha 
n^-anner,  which  was  not  ordinary.     There  was  fix  put 
in  1  tie  lift,  (all  of  a  blamelefs  life,  and  not  only  of  one 
iijclgincnt  with  themfelves,  but  forward  and  zealous  thcn^ 
'■I  adhering  to,  and  promoting  the  Teftimony)  of  whom 
-our  were prefent,  viz.  Mr.  James  Rer.ivicl^  John  Smitt^ 
Air.  John  Flinty  Tcn&Mr,  Jvillhm  Hardy  ;  and  two  ab- 
lent,  viz,  Mr.  WiUiajn  Boyd  and    John  N'l/bet.     Thett 
there  was  fix  pieces  of  paper  taken,  all  of  one  ujagnitudc 
and  form  ;  and  upon  four  of  them  were  four   figures^ 
each  of  then?  having  a  figure  a-pigpe,  -and  two  irantecL 
in  order  to  the  ^leftipg  of  four  ouj  of  the  fix,  which 
was  the  number  judged  fit  to  be  fent  abroad  at  tfcbt  time. 
"Whereupon  the  four  young  men  were  called  in  (befng 
before  diefired  to  remove)  and  gave  an  account  of  their 
ages  to  the  mtjeting.     Thea.after  praying  again  that  the 
JLord  would  determine  as  he  law  fit  j  the(c  young  men 
prefenting  themfelves,  drew  th^  pieces  of  paper  put  of  a 
bonnet,  the  <^de.ft  being  ftill  preferred  tp  draw  firft. 
As   for  thofe  who  were  abfeiit,  two   drew  for  them, 
Thof€.who  got  the  papers  wanting  the  figures  were  to 
ftay  at  home,  which  fell  to  be  John  Smith  alkd  Mr.  /?7/- 
///wif  Hardy  ;  and  thofe  who  got  the  papers  wieh  the  fi* 
gures  were  to  go  abroad,  two  of  them  were  prefent,  viz^ 
Mr,  James  Rcnwich^  and   Mr^  John   Flinty  and  two. 
were  abfent,  viz.  Mr,  William  J^oyd  and  John    Ni/het, 
for  whom  two  drew.    Then  praying  thijt  the  Lord  would 
blefs  thofe  on  whom  the  lots  had  fallen,  this  work  wa$ 
clofed.     Thereafter  it  was  concluded,  that  joo  Pound 
Scots,  ihould  be  allowed  to  the  four  young  men  called 
to  go  abroad,  (to  each  25  Pound  Scots)  in  order  to  de- 
fray their  expences  in  their  voyage,  and  that  what  was 
needful  to  provide  them  in  cloaths  and  other  neceflaries, 
vntSy  over  and  above,  to  be  taken  off  for  them  ^t  Edity 
burgh  :  And  the  colleftion  for  this  effeft,  was  to  be  feht 
with  thofe  who  were  to  come  from  the  Societies  to  the 
next  General  Meeting;  a^d  the  young  Men  vrere  dcftr- 
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cdtp  be  ready  for  their  voyage  betwixt  wid  the  f<?con4 
week  of  No  venibert .  This  cpudufion  .w^as  chearlully  con- 
f<»nteclunto^.  andas  willingly  and  readily^  put  in  prafticc; 
'for  jra^nedijltclj:  tiicre?^^  was  gi- 

ven to  the  ybiing  men  ¥i^ich  w^a  allowed  them,  but  al* 
fo  what  v/as  heedful  w^s  provided  for  tjiem  at  Edin- 
burgh, two  of  them, .  Air*  7jf^///i>m  Boyd  and  Johfi  Fiitit^ 
in  November  thereafter  took  Ihip,  and  went  to  the; 
Netherlands,  to  tlie  Umver/tty  of  GrQtjingen  ;  but  Mr^ 
fames  Renwlck  was  not  ready  to  go  until  December, 
However,  though  he  went  not  ip  foon  as  the  other  two, 
yet  in  the  fliort  time  he  was  there,  the  liOrd  {q  fitted 
and.  qualified  him  for  the  great  work  which  afterward 
he  undertook,  and  finiOied  \yith  joy,  that  he  was  foon* 
rr  ready,  for  the  work  he  was  fent  about  than  any  of 
them  ;  for  on  May  ^oth  thereafter,  lie  was  ordained  by 
the  Prelbytery  of  Groningcn,  in  whom,  they  had  great 
fatisfaftion, '  and  to  whom  they  gave  no  fmall  comment 
tiation,  as  may  be  feen  in  their  teftificate  to  him.  As 
for  John  Nifbet  being  at  that  time  at  liiondon,  where; 
Earlftoun  had  left  him,  he  was  written  unto,  f hewing 
him  of  that  bufinefs, .  and  a  teftiilcate  fent  him  \  but  h6 
delaying  to  go,  was  npt  long  after  taken  and  imprifon- 
ed.  '  Although  this  fending  of  thofc  young  men  abroad 
5n  order  to  the  obtaining  of  ordination  was  much  con« 
demned  5  yet  in  the  crvcumftances  they  were- then  ftateJ 
in,  it  was  juftifiable,  The  reafons  moving  to  it,  -with  a 
ihort  vindication  of  the  fame,  may  be  {otn  tn  tlie  Inform 
matory  Vindication,  but  mpye  in  tlic  account  of  Mr\ 
-R^/^w/riJV  life  and  death.  ' 

Alioit  was  concluded,  that  Mr.  James  Rqmvick,  John 
SiDiith,  and  Mr.  John  Flint  fliould  each  of  them  draw 
Vp  a  paper  declaring  the  grounds  whereupon,  and  th« 
i*eafons  why,  the  United  Societies  did  withdraw  from 
thofe  who  had  made  defevTtion  in  this  backfiiding  time, 
withal  inviting  (the  reafons  of  withdrawing  from  them 
being  removed)  upon  tlieir  owning  the  Teftimony,  to 
come  andjoin  with  them,  yet  teftifying  the  lawfulnei's  of 
iftanding  at  a  diftance  from  thofe  who  will  not ;  and  al- 
fo  clearing  themfelves  of  the  foul  afperiions  aind  i'ad  re- 
proaches caft  uppn  them.  Which  papers  were  to  be 
|;ivcn  in  to  the  next  meeting,  who  were  to  confidcr  upon 
the  fame  j  and  thqfe  of  the  forelaid  pcrfons  who  were  to 
go  abroad,  were  defired  to  have  theirs  in  rcadinefs  to 
fc^  left  vjxea  they  departed, 

^      *  This 
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This  conclufion  at  the  time  feemed  neceflary  ;  ismd  tke 
motives  prefling  thereunto  very  weighty,  (albeit  it  pro- 
duced fume  bitter  efte^h,  occa£oned  by  the  mifmanagmg 
of  the  fame,  as  fl^all  be  fliewed  afterward)  for  being  upon 
the  one  hand  traduced  as  SeparaliOs,  Schiiinatics,  and 
Rejcilers  of  ihc  gofpel,  is^c.  which  was  Avoundiiig  to 
hew,  and  giicvous  to  bear,  chough. their  iqnoccncy  of 
tiie  thing  n^ade  it  tlie  more  fupportable.  And  upon  the 
other  hand,  longing  for  this  gofpel,  of  which  they  had 
long  had  a  famine,  and  being  delirous  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  it  from  thefe,  from  whom  they  had 
withdrawn  upon  valid  grounds,  and  in  hearing  fome  of 
whom  fornieriy,  their  fouls  had  been  refrelhed,  and 
whom  they  followed  while  they  continued  preaching 
{reely,  and  faithfiilly,  as  becomes  ambafladors  of  Chrift : 
They  judged  this  the  moft  rational  way  to  clear  thcm- 
fchcs  of  thcfe  grievous  imputations,  and  alfo  to  declare 
their  willingnefs  to  join  with  and  hear  thefe  miniflers 
from  whom  they  had  withdrawn,  tho'  they  were  (as  they 
flioald  have  been)  dear  to  them,  providing  the  caufe  of 
withdrawing  were  removed,  to  call  and  invite  them,  with 
whom  then  they  would  with  heart  and  hand,  thereby 
tefliiyjng  that  their  withdrawing  was  not  obftinate* 

According  to  the  defire  of  the  meetitig,  the  three 
yoang  men  wrote  each  of  them  a  paper  j  and  the.  two 
^-howcnt  abroad,  left  theirs,  before  they  took  voyage* 
That  which  followed  upon  this  refolution,  the  accoui*t 
of  the  following  meetings  will  make  manifeft. 

Further  it  was  concluded,  that  the  much  honoured 
Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  fhould  be  conjunct  with  his  hro-. 
ther,  the  honourable  AUxatider  Gordon  of  Earljlonny  in 
his  commiffion.  And  therefore  the  meeting  gave  full 
pover  to  Mr.  James  Rcnnvick^  to  write  in  their  names 
untoboth  the  forefaidperfons,  in  order  to  this?ppohitment. 
The  rcafons  hiducing  to  this  refolution,  were  Earl-^ 
fiviti's  great  deilre  that  it  fhould  l>e  fo,  knowing  that. 
Kin  nvanaging  that  affair,  two  would  be  better  than  one  ; 
fci  th'At  Mr.  Hamilton  would  be  a  good  fecond,  where- 
of he  had  already  gotten  feveral  experiences*.     Alio, 

cbn^ 

*  Mr.  Ham'l-oa  had  obrained  acquaintance  in  Lecwarden,  9m]' 
•i»h  Mi.  Brackel -before  Karlfloun's  going  abroad,  to  which  h.^ 
^as  lerf  by  a  fpcciii  providence.  As  alfo,  one  re  Inn  of  ih? 
cormiiffionatiog  of  M*-,  Hamilton,  and  c;illinp  home  F.aT\ftov\tt, 
VIS,  the  Utter  was  e:irpeo/fr4?aborc.ibeir  iibhicyto  affur^^  and 
iheformrw;ia  reieataH,  6ut  Areral  time*:,  ard  w^vtpiOCNif 
edLclpto[bcmji:bQ3ic,  isom  ihc  liaods  0/  Hunger  s. 
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coaiidering  Ms  being  conjund:  with  Earlftonn,  he  ^vMi 
prove  advantageous  to  the  caufe,  in  order  to  the  obtain- 
sng  of  ftrangers  to  have  a  good  impreffion  of  the  fame, 
and  lympathy  with  its  owners,  at  the  time  in  diftrefs  \ 
he  having,  both  before,  and  after  EarMoun  went  there, 
laid  out  himfelf  very  mach  for  that  end ;  and  it  was  hop- 
ed that  he  would  do  it  more,  when  the  fame  was  laid  on 
liim  by  them.  As  liij^ewife  when  Earl/loun  ihould  re* 
turn  home,  to  which  he  was  deiired  b^  the  laik  meetixiff, 
he  might  the  better  fupply  his  place.  In  purfuance  of 
this  conclufion,  and  of  the  meetings  defire  to  Mr.  Ren- 
wick,  he  wrote  abroad  to  both  the  forefaid  perfons. 

.Moreover,  it  was  -.concluded,  that  the  i4th  of  that 
mondk  ifaou)4  be  obferved  by  all  the  focieties,  a  day  of 
thankfgiving  unto  the  Lord  for  his  known  mercies  re- 
<ceived  at  the  meeting.  Which  in  particular,  was  the 
getting  fuch  a  demonftration  of  the  fympathy  of  ffarpn- 
gers  with  them  in  their  diftre^^  cafe^  as  that  they  Had 
accefs  to  fend  young  ipen  to  an  Univerftty,  where  they 
would  have  opportunity  of  learning :  And  when  fit,  get 
the  benefit  of  ordination,  whereby  they  were  in  expefta- 
'  don  of  attaining  the  great  privilege  of  hearing  the  gofpd,. 
within  a  fhort  time :  A  mercy  to  be  highly  prized^  muoh 
vahied,  and  to  be  thankful  for,  when  they  have  ground 
df  expecting  i|:,  as  well  ^s  fruitful  under  it,  when  enjoy- 
ing the  fame* 

It  was  alfo  concluded  that  the  1 6th  of  No  vember  ihould 
Ue  obferved  by  the  focieties  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  ti- 
pon  the'account  of  the  many  provocations  that  the  holy 
I^ord  gets  1  left  that  he  fhould  withdraw  from  them. 
And  likewifc  that  the  12th  of  December  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved by  the  focieties,  as  a  day  of  fafting^and  prayer,  to 
feek  earneflly  of  the  Lord  that  he  would  remove  Satan's 
fire  and  fury ;  which  (alas)  was  too  much  to  be  feen  a- 
mong  them,  and  that  he  would  endue  them  with  the  fpi-? 
rit  of  meeknefs  and  patience. 

The  occafion  of  making  this  a  caufc  of  a  fiift  was,  at 
the  precedti^  meeting,  in  contending  with  James  Ruf- 
filj  there  was  top  much  of  a  fpirit  of  bitternefe  on  bo^h 
fides  evidenced,  as  alfo  at  this  meeting,  in  debating  with 
Andriw  Young :  therefore  having  a  fight  of  the  evil 
thereof,  they  defired  to  mourn  for  the  fame,  and  to  feek 
of  the  Lord  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  re^ndve 
it ;  and  endue  them  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  pati- 
ence,  which  are  aunong  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  fuiN- 

*ble 
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able  to  app^^  in  contending  for  the  caufe  with  oppo&es 
either  upon  the  right  hand,  or  on  the  left. 

After  this  meeting,  as  well  as  before  it,  the  cde  of 
the  land  (wliich  once  might  have  been  called  Hephzibab 
and  Beulah)  was  deplorably  fad ;  enemies  riding  over  the 
heads  of  the-  Lord's  people,  under  whofe  cruelty  and  op- 
preffion  they  had  been  long  gi:ioaning,  and  whoie  burdens 
wece  made  nothing  lighter^  but  rather  heavier.  Tlie  yoke 
of  (Nrelacy  and  tyranny  was  wreathed  harder  about  their 
necks.  And  alas  \  the  generality,  was  IJfachar^Y\\Lej  cou-<>  - 
ching  under  the  burdens,  but  few  zealous  and  Napbtidi* 
like,  to  jeopard  their  lives  upon  the  high  places  of  the 
£eld,  for  the  intereft  of  Chrifl,  their  own  defence,  and 
thpir  brethreas.  As  enemies  had  been  much  endcavoor- 
ing  to  get  that  princi^  of  felUefeBce  <]uite  abandoned 
l^thepeople;  fo,  the  fame  was  now  laid  afide  by  the  ge* 
nerality.  And  as  prelacy  was  fet  up,  and  yielding  to  it 
iore  prefled  \  fo  it  was  much  bowed  unto,  even  by  many 
of  thefe  who  had  confefled  with  their  month  that  it  w» 
a  fin,  having  many  aggravations  attending  it.  And  as  ' 
the  TeJ^  and  other  oaths,  which  heathens  wouU  aUiorr, 
was  much  prefled  before,  fo  now  alfo. 

Faithful  and  free  preaching  was  wanting^  whereby 
the  fins  and  fnares  which  then  were  not  few,  were  not 
(lifcovered,  and  fo  people  was  left  to  comply,  or  not 
comply,  as  they  plealed.  And  whatever  trials  and  temp- 
tations, the  land  in  general  met  with ;  the  United  So^ 
cieties  in  particular,  never  wanted  their  fliare  of  the£ime: 
If.  infnaring  oaths  and  bonds  were  preffing  through  the 
country,  they  wanted  not  the  temptation  of  the  fame, 
but  through  free  grace  they  were  kept  from  compliance 
therewith  though  they  incurred  fuffering  thereby ;  and 
the  fympathizers  with  them,  upon  the  account  of  ftand« 
ijig  at  a  diilance  from  them,  were  few  :  if  fearchings  of 
rude  and  bloody  foldicrs,  filled  with  hellifh  fury,  were 
male ;  the  moft  of  thefe  fearchings  were  for  them :  And 
if  the  country  wanted  public  and&ithfid  preaching  of  the 
gdf^Md  5  fo  did  they  at  this  time,  which  was  their  great-i* 
cil  grievance.  But  oftentimes  the  fociettes  had  troubles 
and  trials  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  which  the  reft  of 
thv  bnd  were  not  perplexed  with,  as  at  this  time :  for 
l>cuJ>:  the  rage  of  malicious  enemies^  which  was  keen  a- 
g^ilift  them,  as  well  (yea  more  than)againft  others j^iml 
the.  )iraat  of  the  faithfully  preached  gofpcl>  a  vantvyttcit 
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the  whole  land  was  tryftcd  with  ;  they  were  fadly  re-  *^ 
prcfented  as  Schifmatics,  Separatifls,  and  Rejecters  of  * 
the  gofpel,  though  in  the  mean  time  they  were  grieved 
for  the  want  thereof,  and  longing  for  it ;  witnd's  the  . 
conclufion  ofthelafl:  meeting  to  draw  up  a  call  to  the  mj^  ■ 
niftcrS)  which  was  at  this  time  to  be  considered.  Thciy  "^ 
had  alio  other  griefs /which  were  heavy  to  bear  ;  as  their  '^ 
contendings  with  James  Ruffil^  who  as  is  related  above,  * 
having  feparated  trom  them,  had  mjfreprefented  them  ' 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  And  llkfrwiie  Andre%o  ITonngl  ' 
was  now  much  agaxnil  them  5  which  as  it  proved  ftreng-  ■ 
tbening  to  adverlaries  ;  fo  it  was  weakening  to  the  hands,'. \ 
and  wDunding  ta  the  hearts  of  friends. 

■However,  a  .General  Meeting  did  conveeti.nt  Edin*  ' 
burgh  upon  the   I oth  of  January,   i<5B3.     Prayer  being  ' 
ended,  and  tlic  mteetiBg  modelled  after  the  wanted  man-  '^ 
ner;^  they  approved  of  what  was  concluded  at  thelaft*'^ 
meeting.  •  * 

ly?.  It  wias  conduded,  that  John  Smith  fliould  draw' 
Bp  the  call  to-  the  minlfters,  and  prefent  the  lame  to  the 
ne;ct  meeting.  The  oceafion  of  this  refolution  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  dclire  of  the  lail:  mee;*ing :  each  of  the  ^ 
three  young  men  drew  up  a  paper,  and  two  of  them  go- 
ing abroad,  left  theirs  before  they  took  voyage  :  and  the 
other  was  prefent  at  the  meeting.  After  all  the  three 
papers  were  read,  and  ferious  confideratlon  about  the 
fame,  none  of  them  was  thought  fit  to  give  in  by  itfelf. 
,  So  it  was  concluded  that  John  Smith  fhould  draw  one  but 
of  all  the  three,  and  to  prefent  the  fame  to  the  riext  meet- 
ing to  be  by  them  coniidered. 

Next,  the  meeting  having  received  the  coUefHons 
from  the  feveral  focieties,  deftributed  the  fame  accord- 
ing to  the  necefRties  of  fome  families,  and  others  in  need. 
And  appointed  receipts  for  the  lame  to  be  brought  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Likewife,  H  wis  concluded,  tliat  the  ?cth  of  that  in- 
ftant  be  ohfcrved  by  the  focieties^  ??  a  day  of  prayer  un- 
to the  Lord,  bleffing  him  for  their  prcjcrvation  at  the 
time  (which  was  no  fmall  mercy,  having  met  as  it  were 
in  themidfl:  of  their  enemies,  ami  parted  in  fafety,)  and 
alfo  for  feeking  counfel  and  r hreftion  for  rr  anaginir  mat- 
ters at  the  next  meeting.  Which  in  particular  wr.s  the 
refolving  upon  the  call  to  the  miniftcrs,  which  was  look- 
ed upon  by  them  ai.  no  fmall  Ijufincfs :    And  the  rjrxt 
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meeting  was  appointed  to  meet  at  the  Mjres^  upon  the 
14th  of  February,  1683.* 

The  cruelty  of  enraged  enemies,  the  condition  of  the 
land  in  general,  and  of  the  focieties  in  particular  conti- 
nued as  is  before  related,  but  can  fcarcely  be  difcribed  in 
few  words ;  but  the  reproaches  and  mifreprefentations  of 
oppofites  on  each  hand  were  weighty, 

Notwitliftanding  thefe  things  were  great  hinderances 
to  them,  in  profecuting  that  noble  Teftimony  in  their 
ftation,  which  they  were  owning,  and  fuffering  for  5 
yet  through  grace  they  were  kept  from  finking  under 
them,  fo  as  to  lie  by  altogether  from  the  duty  called 
for  at  their  hands ;  and  their  zeal  was  rather  increafed, 
than  diminifhed,  though  in  feverals  of  them  there  was 
ihoreof  it,  than  of  knowledge  (without  which,  it  can 
neithh-  be  folid,  nor  lafting^  and  no  wonder  if  the  oc- 
cuntnces  of  that  time  de  duly  pondered  :  It  was  a  time 
ofdeadnefs  and  darknefs,  a  day  of  ftumblingsandjumb- 
Kngs  :  poor  people  being  without  guides  and  teachers, 
likefiUjr  fheep,  wandering  upon  the  mountains,  without 
a  ihcphcrd,  and  yet  having  fome  z^al  uj^on  their  fpirits^ 
which  they  would  gladly  have  vented :  It  is  not  much  to 
be  admired  that  they  went  wrong  in  fome  things  (which 
yet  they  would  have  been  loath  to  have  done,  if  they  had 
known  it  to  be  fo)  over  which  the  mantle  of  charity 
ftould  be  caft,  and  themfelves  pitied  rather  than  remem- 
bred  with  difdain,  and  told  of  with  upbraiding :  And 
though  it  will  not  juftify  any  thing  wrong  done,  yet  it 
ftould  make  people  more  charitable,  and  tender  of  the 
doers ;  efpecially  feeing  they  are  fenfible  of  it  themfelves, 
and  confefs  it.  Their  defire  to  have  the  gofpel  preach- 
ed (though  they  were  reprefented,  as  if  they  would  hear 
BO  minifter)  even  by  them  from  whom  they  had  with- 
drawn upon  valid  caufes,  providing  the  fame  were  re- 
moved. Therefore  they  judged  the  condefcending  upon 
a  General  Call  to  be  given  in  to  them,  was  the  fitteft  way 
to  obtain  their  forefaid  defire,  and  to  exoner  themfelves, 
but  the  mifmanaging  the  fame  was  humbling  to  them> 
2nd  no  ways  advantageous  to  the  caufe.  .  .  ,  . 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  General  . 
Meetings  a  meeting  did  conveen  at  thcjlfj^rfj',  in  the 
parilh  of  EgUJbam,  andfhire  of  Rei]ifrew,  upon  the  i/^xh' 
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o^lPfebltiiu*y;  1683.     They  approved  of  what  was  done 
at  the  foregoing  meeting. 

According  to  the  firft  refblution  whereof,  the  call  to 
tSe  iriiniftdrs  ,was  brought  to.  this  meeting,  and  agreed 
upon  5  and  appointed  that  a  copy  thereof  fliould  be  deli- 
vered to  the  minifters  that  could  be  gotten  at  Edinburgh 

by  ■■"■  "'"' ■  ■  ,  and  that  three  copies  be  feht  to  the 

minifters  after  named,  viz.  Air,  Alexander  Peden^  Mr^ 
jilichael  Brticey  Mr^  Thomas  Forrefievy  and  Mr..  John  . 
Hephurtu  After  the  meetings  copies  of  the  call  came  tfy 
ftveral  of'  the  minifters  hands,  and  fome  diligence  vas 
©fed  for  that  effeft*  Two  men  went  from  Glafgow, 
with  a  copy  thereof  to  give  to  Mr,  Forr^Jlcr^  who  com- 
iftg  to  the  place  where  he  refided,  and  not  having  the 
opportunity  to  fee  him,  left  it  with  fome  of  his  elders, 
that  ftiewed  it  to  him,  who  was  much  difpleafed  there- 
-  with  ;  a  letter  was  written  conceiving  it,  and  fubfcribed 
by  them,  which  was  fent  to  Qlafgow,  and  an  anfwer  re- 
turned.    Likewife  Alexander  Gordon^  and 

tyas  appointed  to  go  to  Ireland,  with  copies  of  the  call 
to  prefent  it  to  Mr.  Alexander  Peden^  a»d  Mr.  Michael 
Bruce  J  as  alfo  to  .Mr,  Samuel  Arnot^  who  were  all  at  the 
time  in  that  kingdom.  They  accordingly  went,  having 
SI  letter ,  wTth  them  dircfted  to  all  the  three  minifters, 
with  fome  of  whom  they  had  conference.  But  neither, 
that,  xior  what  eUe  they  did  there,  prodiico^d  any  thing 
tending  to  that  -much  defii-ed  union  with  them. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  follows,  which  evidences  the 
longing  deiire  we  had  for  the  benefit  of  the  gofptl ;    as 
alfo  the  great  refpeS,  and  high  efteem  we  had  of  theie , 
minifters  ta  whom  It  was  dire£led» 


^..    ffTari^y,  Fathers^  .    r        . 

THE  Remnant  of  the  church  of  Scotland  has  con-r 
dejtended  upon  an  unanimous  call  to  ail  the  mi-^ 
lufters  that  can  be*  found  any  way  concerned  with  the 
caufc  for  which  they  are  fuffering ;  and  have  d?lkred 
one  in  general  ta  the  faid  miniftbrs :  But  we  (knowing 
your  concernednefs  above  many)  have  thought  fit  to  fend 
to  you  a  copy  of  the  fanae  particularly, :  becaufe  of  many 
motives,  wfaeich  to  us  are  weighty.     And 

ijiy  Becauie  there  is  fo  much  ignorance  In  the  coun-» 
irfTj  meut  the  very  fimdameiaals  of  xd\|jlou» 
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idly^  Becaufc  there  is*  none  now  in  Scotland,-  to  hold 
up  the  ftllen  banner  of  our  Lord  by  the  pre^hing  ,pf 
the  gof]>eL  .       .  ,       .    . 

3^/)?,  Bccaufe  there  is  fo  much  need  of  baptifm  to  in^ 
£ants,  and  {0  many  like  to  be  hard  ppt.  to  it,  :what  ky 
reproiich  from  pretended  friends,  und  perfecution  fr^pi 
enemies,  becaufe  their  childrou  are  unbaptized. 

It  is  true,  wc  kn6>ar  that  it  is  not  abfolutely  neceC- 
fary  to  falvation ;  yet  we  ought  to  ufe  all  means  lawful^ 
to  -have  the  fame  in  a  cleanly  way. 

Theie  are  fome  of  our  grounds  for  fending  fo  expreifly 
to  you,  who  we  hope  will  anfwer  us.  Thefe.our  Com- 
oiiffioners  c^n  fhew  you  more  fully  our  cafe,  and  how 
great  our  need  is  of  fuch  as  you :  Therefore  we  ear neftly 
intreat  you  to  inake  as  little  delay  a^  ye  poffibly  caa.  k 
jnay  be  ye  think  wd  will  hot  hear  minifters  except  they 
preach  publicly  in  tlie  fields  :  But  for  anfwer,  wc.  wiU 
"  hear  all  jninifcers  (whether  in  lioufes  or  fields)  who  W4II 
preach  according  to  the  word  of  God,  our  CovenanifSy 
ConfclEon  of  Faith  and  Catechifms  Larger .  ainl  Short- 
er, that  fliall  embr^ice  this  our  call,  and  preach  without 
any. limitation,  either  to  time  or  plaw,  but  as  conyeni- 
cnry  ihall  oficr  itfelf^  *,..  .     , 

Having  no  more  at  prefcnt  to  trouble  you  with ;  wc 
reft  j(in  the  name,  and  behalf  of  the  reft^.  your  aflur^d 
*  friends,  in  Jef us  Chrift  our  Lord^.   ... 

B  Y  the  means  related  above,  and  otherways,  the  call 
being  made  public,  it  occafioned  the  United  Societips 

**to  he  much  mifreprefcnted  by  many  {and.  even  by  fome 
who  had  better  thoughts  of  us  before)  thinking,  that  lye 
were  running  upon  extravagances. . .  jBut  as  fome  of  us  at 
the  concluding  thereon,  and  others  afterwards,  when  tliey 
f.iw  it,  were  difpleafed  therewith  j,  fo  ic  was  i>ot  long  }}U 
the  faults  and  miftakes  in  it  were  feen,  and  condemned  l^y 
all  of  us,  ^s  well  as  by  others  5.  and.it  w»if»  d(;fired  that  §11 
copies  thereof  Ihould  be  called,  in,  delivered  back,  aijd 
no  more  made  ufe  of,  yea,  fuch  was  pijr  fenfe  pf  fei^'eijal 
things  wrong  in  it ;  and  that  it  might,  be. knpwn  we  lid 
not  own  it,,  foihewhat  was  publUh^d.CQAcejcning  itr.ju 
our  informatory  vindication.  ,       ...  ^ 

However,  tho'  we  rcitrafted  the  call  becaufe  of  its  un» 
foundnefs  in  feveral  parttculiar^,  yet;  it  wa$  t;hought  $t  Jo. 
4lraw  up  another  call  to  miniftcrs,  that  thereby  wc  might 

■  c^JsavoiAr  to  have  the  l^cneiit  pf  tiic  gpfpvias  Sonx^ClVf 
G  i        '  yi% 


^2  A  Catl  to  Mtnijlers^  1683. 

irc  enjoyed  it :  aftd  to  endeavour  to  wipe  off-  that  re- 

E roach  caftupon  us,  that  v^'e  were  Schifinatics,*and  would 
ear  no  minifter  at  all.  Which  call  being  drawn  up, 
and  agreed  unto  at  the  next  meeting  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  8th  of  Mav  thereafter  5  and  prefented  to  fdme  of 
the  minifters,  but  not  embraced ;  a  copy  whereof,  may  ^ 
not  be  impropef  to  infert  here,  feeing  it  falls  in  to  ht  * 
:Q[K)ken  of  in  this  place :  And  is  as  followeth« 

A  Call  by.  a  Remnant  of  the  true  Prefbyterians  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  who  defire  to  adhere  to  tl^e 
trtie  princi|>les  thereof:  Containing  a  vindication 
of  their  withdrawing  :  And  a  proteflation,  in  cafe 
of  not  atcepting  of  this  Call ;  which  is  to  thofe 
who  weri  once  faithful  minifters  of  our  church* 

We  are  caDed  Schifmatics  and  erroneous  in  our  prin- 
ciples, which  we  defire  to  clear  ourfelves  of,  to  all  un- 
biaffed  Prefbyterians  in  Scotland,  or  through  the  world  : 
And  fo  we  flxall  fet  down  the  caufes  of  our  prefent  with- 
drawing. 

It  is  well  known,  that  while  thefe  6uted-minilfccr« 

!)reached  faithfully  in  the  fields,  arid  in  houfes,  plead- 
rig'  for  their  Lord  and  Mafter's  right,  whofe  embafly 
they  did  carry,  they  were  eminently  countenanced  of 
the  Lord,  then  our  fouls  did  cleave  to  them ;  and  fever- 
al  of  ys  (in  humility  be  it  fpoken)  did  lay  out  ourfelve»- . 
to  the  uttermoft  01  our  power  in  our  ftations  for  the  upr 
holding  of  the  fWeet  and  precious  ordinances  of  our  Lord 
and  Mafter,  which  our  fouls  rejoiced  to  follow,  and  as 
«n  evidence  of  our  love  to  thefe  ordinances,  we,  accord- 
ing to  our  engagements  in  our  covenants  did  appear  in 
■armies,  with  no  other  defign  (of  which  our  confcience 
bears  us  witnefs)  but  for  the  extirpating  of  Popery,  Pre^. 
lacy,  Eraftianifm,  and  whatfoever  is  contrary  to  found 
lIoi6b*ine,  and  principles,  and  againft  the  fupporters  there-  . 
of;  and  for  the  fetting  up,  and  eftablifhing  of  Prefby- 
tcrian  government  according  to  our  covenant  engage- 
ments, and  fome  of  the  minifters  joined  with  us  for  our . 
encouragement:  But  the  Lord  thought  fit,  for  ends 
known  to  himfelf,  and  ordered  it  fo,  as  thajt  party  was 
broken  (at  Bothwel)  and  upon  the  back  of  that  difpenfa- 
'  tibn,  many  ftumbled,  both  niinifters  and  people,  f6r 
whick,  we  think  we  may  allude  to  that  in  John  vi.  6fJ. 
J^rvm  fiat  time  many  of  his  difa^hs  went  away  baci^  and 
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vjaMtmnmon  with  him.    &o  a  little  time  after  that 
break,  the  enemy  driving  forward  their  own  defign  ^ 
and  fecking  by  all  means  the  eftablifhing.  and  fetting  up 
of  their  fupremacy,  and  ufurping  more  and  more  over 
the  prerogatives  of  our  King  and  Lawgiver,  tliey  found 
a  fit  opportunity,  by  a  pretended  favour,  an  a6l  called 
the  Aft  of  Indenmity,  in  which  they  granted  liberty  to 
all  that  were  in  arms  (fome  minifters  and  heritors  ex- 
cepted) upon  the  taking  of  a  bond :  And  likewife  a  li- 
hatyto  minifters  to  preach  (except  the  fore- mentioned) 
upon  the  terrns  of  fome  injuuftions,  limitations  and  re- 
ftriftions,  which   we  fhall  not  name  here,  bccaufe  we 
defign  brevity ;  but  in  a  word,  it  was  the  enemies  ufiir-» 
ping,  and  the  minifters  yielding  up  the  government  of 
Chrift'shoufe  into  the  hands  of  thefe  horrid  and  avowed 
iifiirpers,  which  a  great  part  of  the  minifters  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  did  in  a  meeting  at  Edinburgh  ;  the  gfeat 
part  of  them  voting  at  that  meeting  for  receiving  of  their 
fluniftryon  the  terms  propofed  by  theufurpers;  and  ic> 
moftbdfcly  gave  up  the  government  of  ChrilVs  houfe  in- 
to the  hands  of  thefe  his  ftated  enemies  5  and  fome  of 
them  went  to  their  houfes  and  preached  upon  the  fanic 
^nns,  receiving  their  new  entry  (though  moft  corrupt) 
from  them,  which  was  npt  the  4oor,  by  which  at  fixft 
theydid  enter. 
We  grant,  there  were  fpme  who  voted  not  for  the  re- 
.  ceiving  their  miniftry  upon  thefe  terms,  but  yet  gave  not 
tteir  proteflation  againft  their  brethren,  though  their 
^  to  it  was  clear,  for  fear  of  hazard  or  fomething  t<> 
that  purpofe,  which  cannot  be  found  found.     And  f'o 
this  is  one  of  the  grounds   of  our  withdrawing,  until 
there  be  evidences  of  their  repentance,  both  by  v^rord 
andpraftice;  And.  this  we  do  for '  confcience  fake,  di*- 
firing  to  adhere  to  our  fworn  covenants,  and  to  adhere 
to  our  fworn-unto  work  of  Reformation,  in  doctrine,  ^yoV- 
fliip,  difcipliue  and  government,  for  the  breaking  down 
and  difowning  of  which,  the  forefaid  minifters  will  be 
found  guilty,  while  they  preached  on  thofe  terms  5  for 
they  were  not  found  to  declare  faithfiilly  for  our  fworn- 
unto  >vork  of  refom^iation,  in  doftripe,  worfliip,  dlfci- 
pline  and  government ;  neither  could  they,  becaufe  tbeir 
practice  faid  the  contrary.     And  therefore  in  confcience, 
when  we  fawtheir  deceitful  dealing,  we  could  not  joii> 
with  them,  left  we  fliould  ftrengthen  their  hands  \w 
their  dcfcftion ;  md  therefore  we  hope  we  uw  bt  cV:- 
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cncrcd  in  withdrawing  from  thefe,  left  likewife  we  be 
SMind  guilty  in  the  trinfgrdHon  :  But  at  that  time  tliQ 
Jtiordftirrea  up  fomc  to  witnefs  faithfully  againft  all  thcfe 
■fttrpations  and'  encro^kchmcnts  upon  Chrift^*  preroga- 
tives,'and  agairift  their  brethren  that  complied  with  the 
Afi^n  of  the  enemies,  therefore  out  of  confeicnce  of 
^uty  \fft  joined  with  thofe  who  witnefTed  faithfully  and 
freely,  even  to  the  laying  down  of  their  lives,  when  cai- 
ted  to  it.     And  for  others  of  the  minifters,  the  caufe  of 
mat  withdra\\'ing  from  them,  was,  Becaufe  tliey  Joined 
iot  with  their  brethren,  but  left  the  work  in  the  heat 
of  the  day,  and  left  their  brethren  to  the  violence  of  the 
Ipaemy,  and  left  their  poor  -flock  to  be  devoured  of  ra- 
%ening  wolves,  the  fad  effects  of  which  ijy  {t::tx^  this  day  ; 
JBnii  tliey  hj^vc  followed  the  example  of  the  prophet  Jo^ 
wahy  fo  that  when  they  ftiotild  have  taken  their  lives  in 
tteir  hands  •,  as  he  vrentto  Tarjhijb  when  he  fliould  have 
(fcrdared  the  Lord's  meflage  to  Nineveh ;  fo  they,  vrlicn 
iSxjcj  ihould  have  declared  the  Lord's  meffage  to  h;s  poor 
'fcfiering  people,  they  left  the  work,  and  went  to  the 
jEiHowing  a  way  of  felf-prefervation  and  fafety,: — arid  from 
fcllb^vin'g  of  their  duty,  which  we  teltify  agiinit  by  otir 
withdjrawing,  ay,  and  until  they  repent,  and  be*  fet  to 
the  work  again,  ^s  nwy  be  found  coniiftcnt  with  Jfrcfbw 
teriari  principles  •,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  fliafl 
(deiiTc  to  johi  with  them  with  all  our  hearts,  as  what  w^ 
Ihall  fiiy  afterwards  will  clear.     This  is,  in  Ihoxt,  f  jl-  our 
^'ndicaticiii,  and  thefe  are  fome  of  the  grounds  of  ott 
'  withdrawing^     And  he  who  knoyeth  the*  fctrets  of  all 
',  Jiearts,  knoweth  that  we  are  moft  fiidly  reproached,  and 
fclfely  blamed  as  fchifmaticks  and  erroneous^  as  any  un» 
Kafied   Chrifti?n  niay  fee  ;  and  what  we  do,  we  do  it 
0iTt  of  zeal  for  our  Lord  and  Mafter*s  work,  wlijch  \% 
trampled  upon  by  his  avowed  enemies,  and  flipped  from 
fcy  many  profeffed  friends. 

And  now,  we,  who  are  the  poor  fuffering  people  of 
the  Lord,  in  all  huinility,- and  out  of  the  zeal  of  our 
.  lc|wts,  in  tliirfting  for  the  pure  ordimmccs  of  Cod,  and 
.  to  clear  ourfclves  of  the  fcrerinettioned  afperlions.  Do 
invite  you  who  ?tc  the  Prcfbytcrian  minift^rs  of  the 
cSkiirch  of  Scotland,  and  who  were  as  dear  to  us  as  our 
own  hearts,  while  ye  continued   faithful  in  delivering 

Jour  Mailer's  cmbafly  i  we   fay,  we    invite  you  in  our 
lafter's  name  ;  if  ye  hai'c  any  love  to  hlip,  to  us,  and 
f9  others^  who  wc  hooe '  arc '  th:  ihcfen  "and  Iaml>s  of 
''  ■       "•  Chrift's 
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Chrift's  flock,  to  come  out  aifter  ypi!r  manner,  and  preadi 
tlie  gofpel,.  and  adminiflcr  the  lacraments,  accordmg  t<» 
your  former  entry  by  the  well  conftitute  chin-ch,  as  it 
was  eftabJiflied  in  the  year  1648,  whicK  was  a|:Qordinj 
to  the  word  of  God,  reformed  in  dodlrine,  worihip^  di^- 
clplmeand  government,  fromi?opery.  Prelacy^  .and'dl 
that  hierarchy,  according  to  our  fwom  covenants,  aa^l 
according  to   the  afts  of  our  General  Aflemblies,— ^i» 
■preach  the  gofpel  in  feafonand  out  of  feafon,  rightly  di- 
viding the  word,  whh  application  to  the  public  iins  tff 
the  times,  and.  particular  /ins%pf  the  auditory,  parifhef^ 
aiid  country-fides  where  ye  preach  :  For  we  declare  imt^ 
yon,  many  of  you  have  been  guilty,  and  have  ilumWo4 
many,  by  your  dark  and  ambiguous  fpceches,  erpecial%* 
fince  Bothwel :  you  have  npt  declared  for  the  fworh  ci>- 
vcnants,  nor  againft  the  fiiprematy  of  men  who  have 
encroached  upon,  and  ufurpcd  ov*:r  the  prerogatives  of 
oiir  Lord  and  Mailer  \  and  have  not  teftified  againft:  tbp 
finful  bond  after    the  break   at  Bothwel;  ,we  tR&ask 
that  bond  that  engaged  thofc  who  took  it^  not  to  de- 
fend their  mother  church,  according  to  our  cwenant- 
cngagements  ;  and  that  bond  that  was  given  m  for  ittjc 
iminifters  peaceable  behaviour-     This  was  die  bdtrayhig 
of  your  trttft,  and  moft  bafely  yielding  up  the  goycrob- 
snent  of  ChrHl's  houfe  into  the  hands  of  his  fbted  an4 
avowed  enemies.    This  many  of  jou  have  been  guilty  ol, 
even  unto  the  weakening  of  your  brethrcns  haqds  tlvTt 
durft  not  do  fp  $  and  many  of  you  have  been  CIent,anl 
have  not  declared  againft  die  ufiirpers,  ijor  Againft  jokst 
brethren  who  have  ftrengthcned  their  hands,  biit  have 
connived  at  their  mifcaiTiages,  when  ye  fhould  have 
been  ftanding  upon  the  watch-tower,  according  to  th^t 
fcripturc  in  £zeK.  iii.  17,  Son  of  many  1  ha%te  ma3^  th€f  * 
nvatchman  unto  the  houje  oflfrziely  therefore  h^ar  the  ^JGsrd 
itt  my  mouthy  and^ive  them  ivarvingfrom  me  :  nvlen  / 
fny  unto  the  VHcked^,  Ticufjalt  furely  die,  and  fhou.givc/i 
him  not  ^nrnlng^  nor  fpeahejl  to  ^oarn  the  imchd friom  fis 
i/v/v,  the  fame  iv'tcled  tmnjtall  die  iji  his  iniq^iity^  ifut  hvs 
blood  will  I  rsquire  at  thine  hand.     The  apoftle  Paul  lui 
thiit  to  fay,  AAs  xx.  26.  Wherefore  1 1 ah e  yon  to  record^ 
that  lam  pure  frvm  the  hlood  of  all  vie/iy  fr  I  Jjsve  jut 
fhunned  to  declare  all  the  co:mfel,ofGod, 

Therefore,  dear  Friends,  ye  may  pofe  your  own  con- 
friences,  whether  or  not  ye  may  C.\j  fo,  that  yc  arc  DUtc 
from  the  blood  ofaU  men,  or  of  maiiy  poor  fouls  iViil 

Ate 
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arc  joining  with  the  courfcs  of  the  time  this  day,  for 
want  of  faithful  warning. 

Now,  dear  Friends,  and  fometime  highly  honoured 
of  the  Lord,  in  carrying  his  embafly,  ponder  thde 
things,  and  confider  the  cafe  of  the  fcattered  flock,  and 
many  famiihing  fouls  up  and  down  the  land,  who  are 
carried  aiide  with  the  courfes  of  the  time.  Now  come 
£»th  in  the  Lord's  name,  and  let  no  more  differences 
be  betwixt  us  and  you  :  an  union  in  the  Lord  we  defire, 
but  not  elfe.  And  now  we  fhall  give  you  an  account  of 
fnir  principles.  We  adhere  to  the  holy  fcriptures  of 
titith,  and  to  our  fwom  Covenants,  National  and  So- 
Icpm  League,  the  Confeffion  of  Faith,  Catechifms  lar- 
ger and  Ihorter,  the  Acknowledgment  of  Sins  and  En- 
gagement to  Duties,  which  are  all  confonant  to  the 
Scriptures  :  We  likewife  adhere  to  the  protefting  party,' 
their  protefHng  agajnf):  the  malignant  interefl ;  the  own- 
it^  of  which  we  think*  is  no  fmall  caufe  of  the  Lord's 
controverfy  with  the  land :  fo  that  both  you  and  we  have 
hkpa filled  with  our  own  devices :  which  we  cannot  fay> 
but  we  were  guilty  of,  in  fetting  (or  confenting  to  the 
letting)  of  the  crown  upon  the  head  of  the  chief  of  lAa- 
lignants,  for  which  the  Lord  is  punifhing  us  this  day, 
and  we  have  found  the  fad  fmart  of  their  heavy  hand, 
and  are  eating  the  i&niit  of  our  own  doings ;  fo  that  by 
their  hand  the  precious  things  of  our  fouls  are  taken  away, 
our  ark  captivated,  the  glory  removed  from  our  Ifrael, 
our  church  laid  defolate  and  wafte,  and  nothing  lefs  de- 
termined, than  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Prefbyterian 
intered.  And  now,  feeing  the  bad  effefts  of  the  own- 
ing of  that  malignant  party,  it  was  thought  fit  by  us, 
{and  fome  now  truly  honoured  martyrs)  for  jiifl  grounds 
to  rejeft  the  head  of  the  malignants,  and  all  under  him, 
ruling  by  tyranny  and  cruel  oppreifion,  as  many  inflances 
may  be  given,  what  by  fpoiling  and  robbing,  fining  and 
confining,  banifhing,  imprifoning,  and  murdering  the 
lord's  fervants,  only  for  their  adhering  to  their  duty. 
So  we  fay,  we  thought  fit  to  caft  them  off  by  the  tefli- 
mony  at  Rutherglen,  the  Sanquhar  and  Lanerk  declara- 
tions, towhich  we  dcfire  toadhere;  and  whatfoever  af- 
perfions  may  be  caft  upon  us  and  the  fore-mentioned  re- 
nowned martyrs,  we  have  no  other  defign  (the  Lord  is 
our  witnefs)  but  maintaining  and  carrying  on  the  work 
of  reformation,  as  it  was  promoted,  and  carried  on  by 
our  worthy  ancefkors  (as  it  is  aforeiaid)  and  we  delirc 

to 
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to  have  it  promoted  to  poftcrity.  And  O  dear  Friends, 
aj)  we  faid  before,  fo  we  lay  again,  Bcfecching  you  to 
come  (Hit  upcfn  thir  terms,  adhering  to  what  our  fathers - 
and  wc  have  done,  by  proteftations,  remonftranccs  and 
declarations,  and  what  our  faitliful  martyrs  laid  down 
their  lives  for  ;  and  if  you  do  accept  in  the  terms  jm-o-" 
pofcd,  wefliall  through  tlie  lord's  ftrength  concur  with. 
you  in  jeopj-ding  our  lives  and  fortunes  for  your  encou- 
ragement, in  all  things  we  can  do  :  for  we  declare  to  you, 
union  in  the  Lord  is  the  only  defire  of  our  fouls.  And 
now  if  ye  have  any  bowels  of  compaffion,  tender  tlie* 
cafe  of  your  mother-church,  preach  the  word  and  ad- 
rainifter  tlie  facraments,  according  to  your  former  en- 
try, and  let  no  more  brother  be  againfl  brother,  Manaf- 
ieh  againd  Ephraim,  and  Ephraim  againft  Manadeh : 
But  as  we  are  all  embarked  in  the  prefent  perfecution, 
wc  likeuife  may  be  of  one  mind,  and  of  one  judgment  r 
Oh  how  pleafant  would  it  be  5  for  we  may  all  fee  the  fad 
/hiits  of  diviiion,  every  one  of  us  weakening  one  anothers 
hands,  fo  that  many  have  flumbled  on  all  hands,  the  fad 
c&fts  of  which  are  feen  this  day,  the  generality  turning 
aiidc  to  comply  with  Prelacy  upon  the  one  hand,  and 
fome  Jed  to  devilifh  errors  and  delufions  on  the  other 
Jiand*.  IjCt  thefe  things  be  pondered,  and  let  you  and 
us  in  the  liOrd's  ftrength  bo  let  a  work,  in  joint  fuppli- 
cations,  one  for  another,  which  is  the  deiire  of  our  fouls^ 
that  the  Ix}rd  may  yet  dwell  among il  us. 

Now,  we  have  prefented  thefc  things  to  your  fcrious 
comld  .'ration  :  If  ye  will  not  come  forth  when  ye  fee  the 
dangerous  cafe,  and  the  hazard  of  the  ruining  of  this 
pfKir  church,  to  help  us  with  your  advice,  and  counfel 
aaent  our  fouls  and  bodies,  when  both  are  in  hazard,  it 
may  be  the  Lord  will  have  compaflion  upon  us,  and  fend 
us  relief  from  another  airth. 

Therefore  we  the  United  Societies  of  the  church  of 
Scoilind,  do  enter  our  Protcl\ationagainft  you,  ifyere- 
fiife  this  our  CsU,  feeing  it  is  confonant  to  the  fcrip- 
tures  ana  your  former  ergagements  ;  and  bears  witncfs 
againfr  your  filence,  lukewarmnefs,  and  neutrality,  that 
it  may  be  a  ftandln'y  witnefs  againft  your  courfes,  and 
that  pofLcrity  may  fee  our  iiiiioieiicy,  and  that  ull  may 
i'-e  that  wj  have  no  01  her  d*dign,  but  zeal  for  the* 
matters  of  cur  God.  And  we  declare  we  cannot  join  with 
II  you, 

•  By  this  ihcynjc2n,  fi:ch  ls  were  dn^xn  awa^f  bv  3o\\:\  C\S. 
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you,  fiace  ye  refufe  upon  thir  terms,  left  wc  give  our  af- 
fent,  or  at  leaft  be  filent  at  the  burial  of  the  work  of  Re- 
formation^  which  we  pray  our  eyes  may  never  fee*. 

To  return ;  at  the  laft  meeting  it  was  defired  that  the 
receipts  for  the  money  that  was  then  diftributed,  fhould 
be  brought  to  this  meeting,  which  accordingly  was  doue, 
and  they  fatisfied  there^vith. 

It  was  alfo  appointed  by  the  meeting,  in  cafe  any  let* 
ters  came  from  London,  which  recyiired  an  anfwer,  that 
one  fliould  be  written  by  Thomas  Luiing,  George  Mac- 
Vey,  and  Robert  Goodwin,  and  another  by  friends  \\\ 
Edinburgh,  and  both  to  be  prefented  at  next  meeting* 

The  occafion  of  this  refdution,  was  a  letter  fent  by 
Mr.  Niibet  then  at  London,  and  read  at  this  meeting 
which  bemg  darkly  written,  they  could  not  know  well 
what  to  fay  to  it  ^  only  they  learned  fo  much  from  it, 
that  there  were  people  there,  moft  willing  to  join  the 
Suffering  Remnant  in  Scotland,  and  were  defirous  to 
know  what  they  weve  doing,  and  that  they  were  to  write 
afterward,  by  which  they  would  ihew  their  mind  more 
fully. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  defign  carrying  on  againil 
the  prefent  evil  government,  and  thefe  people  mention- 
ed in  the  letter,  being  concerned  therein  were  defirous 
to  know  what  we  were  doing,  and  intended  to  do.  And 
.  tho'  the  letter  did  not  fignify  fo  muc^,  yet  it  was  thought 
that  thefe  people  who  were  thus  concerned,  were  of  the 
Independents,  or  Anabaptifb,  with  whom  (they  ftand- 
ing  where  they  are)  we.  could  not  join.  However  it  was 
thought  fit  to  refolve  that  if  any  letters  came  from  them, 
or  concerning  them,  to  write  an  anfwer  thereto.  But 
none  coming,  this  refolution  had  no  effedl. 

It  was  alfo  refolved  that  no  Chriftian-fellowfiiip  (ifl^ 
fodeties)  was  to  be  kept  with  any  perfon  who  join- 
ed  with  John  Gib,  obflinately   after  the  return   of 

Mr. 

*  Tbe  efied  of  this  Call  was  this  :  thefe  minifters  being  un- 
willing to  ran  fuch  an  hazard^  made  their  work  after  ihis,  more 
than  ever  before,  to  reprefent  thefe  people  as  perfons  of  errone- 
ous prindplcsy  Gibbites,  Republicans,  Defpifers  of  the  gofpd, 
RejeAers  of  lawful  authority,  laying  fioful  redri^lions,  and  im- 
poiitions  i^on  Minifters,  Eraftians,  <3c.  In  a  word,  that  they 
were  fuch  odious  people,  as  had  no  right  to  call  minifters. 
"Whether  this  was  true,  and  a  good  ground  for  rcjcfling  their 
Gall^  or  not,  maft  be  left  with  the  Reader  to  judge. 
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3ilr.  Donald  Cargitt  out  of  England; And  thofe 

^ho  feparated  from  the  faid  John  Gib,  at  that  time, 
4)efbre  they  be  received  into  feUowffaip,  ought  to  be 
examined,  ajoid  promife  given  by  them,  to  give  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  a  Cnurch  Judicatory  (when  it  ihall  pleafe 
the  Lord  to'  fend  it)  according  to  the  degree  of  their  of- 
iience.  'ITiis  conclufion,  confidering  the  circumftances 
of  the  time,  was  judged  neceflary,  not  only  from  a  fenfc 
of  the  hsuhoufnds  of  the  fin,  and  greatnefe  of  the  fcan- 
jdal  of  thefe  %}\o  joined  with  that  vile  impofture  j  but 
alk^  thereby  to  endeavour  to  take  off  the  odium  call 
upon  us,  thiat  we  werp  all  of  Gib's  principles,  when  they 
might  fee  that  we  carried  fo  toward  them  who  had  been 
involved  in  .that  -fhame,  and  that  the  perfons  themfelyes 
might  be  the  more  podyinced  of  the  evil  of  their  way. 

Morcoyttp  it  was  defired  that  every  one  of  thp  fellow- 
Ihips  that  ./en4s  Commiffioners  tp  General  Meetings, 
would  be  cdnficientious  in  chooiing  of  them  prderly,  and 
aUb  thofe  who  are  fiMind  to  be  Heft  qualified  for  judg* 
ing  of  matters  treated  of  in  thefe  meetings.  The  rife  of 
this  condufion  was,  that  it  ir^s  found  that  fome  focieties 
feut  only  fuch  perfons  us  could  have  beft  occafion  to 
come,  without  refpeft  to  their  qualifications :  And  there- 
fore to  i»:eyep3t  this  in  tii^p  coming  the  njeetinjg  agreed 
upon  this. 

In  like  manner  k  was  appointed  by  them,  that  no  let- 
ters concerning  the  public,  or  public  declarations  or  pro- 
leftations,  be  wriitt:en,fpread,  or  publifhed,  by  any  pcr- 
fen,  or  perfons  whatfpever  (of  our  focieties)  untill  the 
fame  be  prefentcd  to  the  <Jencral  ftf: eejting,  th^t  it  may 
be  confidered  by  them^  whether  it  were  neceflary  to 
puliliOi  them,  or  not.  That  which  occafioned  this  re* 
iblution  to  be  made  was,  not  only  fome  perfons  had  pub- 
lifhed papersj  no  ways  neceflary,  nor  incumbent  for 
them  to  do,  aod  in  which/  there  were  things  which  could 
not  be  juftified,  whereby,  others  were  reproached,  and 
mifreprefented  5  but  alfo,  it  was  feared  otheys  migiit  be 
publithed,  that  might  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  caufe, 
and  the  reproach  of  its  owners;  to  pi'evcht  which,  this 
conclufion  was  fellen  upon. 

Some  of  the  meeting,  having  enquired  if  there  were 
any  letters  from  friends  abroad ;  it  was  remembrcd  that 
there  was  one  come  lately,  but  not  brought  there.  How- 
ever, the  fum  of  the  letter  was  fignifiedto  them,  which- 
wa^  to  this  effcft:  That  friends  abroad  defived  t\\e^ 
//  ^  Iho\\\JL 
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ihould  choofe  another  young  man,  to  fend  over  to  the 
reft  of  the  ftudents,  who  were  then  at  Grpmngen.  U«- 
pon  which,  it  was  edc^uired  whether  they  thought  it 
ought  to  be  done,  or  not,  if  one  could  be  got ;  9II  judg- 
ed it  to  be  duty,  and  a  young  man  iikewife  was  conde- 
fcended  upon,  viz,  Thomas  Lining,  who  being  caUed, 
the  Prefes  of  the  meeting  defired  of  him  that  he  would 
be  free  with  them,  and  tell  them  what  he  was  inclined 
unto.  IJe  anfwered  to  this  purpofe  :  friends,  feeing  ye  , 
require  this  at  my  handj  I  fhidl  freely  cell  you,  my  mind 
hath  been,  and  yet  is,  to  follow  my  learning ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  I  am  at  the  meetings  difpofal  in  fo  far.  as  may  tend 
to  the  public  good.  After  he  had  thus  ihew.:i  his  mind, 
it  was  objected  by  fome  that  he  could  not  be  granted,  u- 
pon  feveral  confiderations  5  whereupon  after  hearing, 
and  weighing  the  farne,  it  was  concluded  that  he  fhouid 
ftay,  till  it  fhouid  be  feen  what  became  of  John  Smith, 
in  Glafgow,  who  was  then  upon  his  deathrbed,  and  in' 
the  mean  time  to  wait  upon,  and  Ic^u-n  fome  young  mea. 
at  fchool,  until  it  was  known  whether  or  not  Andrew* 
Young  returned  to  them,  who  had  been  teaciiing  fome* 
of  them.     This  Thomas  Lining  condefcended  to  do. 

Alfo  it  was  agreed  upon,  that  in  regard  we  heard 
that  there  were  fome  young  men  abroad  a  letter  fliouid 
be  written  to  friends,  defiring  them  to  make  trial,  con-» 
cerning  any  of  thefe  young  men's  qualifications,  a^d  if 
tound  rightly  qualified,  that  he  be  chqfei;  for  the  fpv^* 
faid  end. 

At  this,  and  other  meetings  there  were  feveral  things 
fpoken  unto  and  confidered,  and  alfo  fome  refolulions 
concerning  the  fame,  which  we^e  occafionally  brought  be- 
fore them,  various  ways :  As  when  there  was  any  thing 
that  any  of  the  focieties  reckon  faulty,  and  a  grievance, 
whereof  others  of  the  United  Societies  were  guilty,  and 
they  defiring  it  might  be  helped,  it  was  thought  fit  to  re- 
prefent  the  fame  to  the  General  Meeting,  that  they 
might  fall  upon  fome  way  for  the  redrefling  thereof;  as 
alfo,  when  matters  fell  out  ^mong  any  of  theni,  or  con- 
cerning particular  perlbns,  which  they  could  not,  or 
knew  net  how  to  order  among  thcmfclves  \  in  that  cafe  it 
was  judged  fit  to  reprefent  the  fame  to  the  faid  meeting, 
that  they  might  get  their  advice  how  to  carry  therein ;  and 
in  like  manner,  when  any  fociety,  or  particular  perfon  of 
them  had  any  propofals,  one  or  more,  to  make,  which 
might  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  caufe,  and  of  fome, 

or 


General  Meetings  Ffb.  14/^,  1683.      ^* 

or  of  the  whole  of  the  United  Societies  s  then  it  was 
thought  requifite  to  make  it  known  to  the  meeting  de- 
lirjng  their  judgment  of  it,  and  concurrence,  if  they  a- 
grecd  therewith.  Some  of  thefe  matters,  as  above  cir- 
cumflantiate,  being  lignified  to  this  meeting,  they  did 
coniider  and  give  their  mind  concerning  the  fame,  as 
the  following  relation  will  (hew. 

It  was  given  in  as  a  grievance  by  one,  to  be  confider- 
cd  by  this  meeting,  that  notwithilianding  of  refolutions 
made  by  former  meetings  j  yet  there  was  little  notice 
taken,  whether  they  were  obfervcd  in  fome  things,  ss 
for  infcance,  it  was  refolved  at  one  of  them,  that  every 
ref|Ki£tive  Society  fliould  provide  themfelves  in  armr, 
according  to  their  power  and  ilation  :  yet  this  was  not 
oblerved  by  fome,  which  was  a  difregarding  of  whut 
that  meeting  did  therein.  Upon  this  it  v^as  thougbc  lit 
to  enquire  at  the  Commiffioners,  if  they  and  their  fo- 
cieties  had  obferved  i^,  m  providing  tiiemfclves  wiik 
arms ;  which  was  done  not  only  at  thele  who  were  fit- 
ting, but  at  tliefc  franding  by.  And  there  were  ievcral 
found  not  to  have  obferved  the  ftid  nfolution ;  where- 
U}>on  it  was  defired  that  every  Commiilioiier  IhouLi  ac- 
quaint thefe  of  the  focicties  they  came  from  who  had  not 
done  it,  to  obferve  the  forefaid  refolution,  for  neglect  of 
which,  they  deferved  a  rebuke :  And  if  they  further 
flighted  it,  they  ftiould  be  looked  u^x)!!,  as  contemners  of 
tlie  meeting's  refclutions ;  this  they  all  promifed  to  do. 

It  was  lDce^vife  dclired  by  fome,  that  the  meeting 
might  ftiow  their  niind,  and  give  their  advice  concern- 
ing the  paying  of  ftipends  to  tlie  Curates,  whereof  Ibnic 
jierfons  (in  focicty)  had  at  that  time  the  temptation :  The 
Prefes  enquired  what  the  meeting  thought  therc^,  ni;d 
whether  they  judged  it  a  duty,  or  a  fin,  and  fo  a  head  to 
fufTer  on.  In  giving  an  anftver  there  was  a  diftinfcion 
made,  that  there  might  be  an  indireft,  as  well  as  a  direct 
paying  thereof.  As  when  a  tenant  is  bound  by  his  tack, ' 
to  pay  his  mafter  {o  much  money  for  his  land  he  pof- 
fcflbth,  and  the  wav  he  is  to  make  ufe  thereof  is  not  de- 
clared by  the  tack ;  but  only  all  as  tlie  rent  of  the  land ; 
in  that  cafe  the  tenant  was  not  to  be  blamed,  tho'  liis 
mader  gave  as  much  of  his  rent  as  he  pleafed  to  the  Cu- 
rate :  But  when  a  man  is  bound  by  his  tack  to  pay  to  the 
Curate,  or  Bifhop,  fo  much  money,  abftraft  from  tlie 
reft  of  his  mafter's  duty,  in  that  cafe,  the  tenant  wiis 
blame  worthy,  and  it  was  agreed  uiito^  by  all  the  mviev- 
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ing,  that  they  looked  upon  the  fame  to  be  a  fin,  and  z 
Lead  to  fuffer  on ;  but  withal  they  thought  that  the  tc-r 
nant  fhould  not  make  his  own  ufe  of  that  money,  but  give 
it  in,  for  the  public  ufe.  . 

Another  thing  wai  reprefented  at  this  meeting  and 
their  advice  fought,  and,  that  they  might  ^ndeavour:tb 
take  it  away,  which  was  coneming  an  etigagenient  liiade 
among  fome  perfons  a  few  years  ago,  at  a  &aj(bn,  when 
there  was  a  tentatiom  of  pa3ring  ceis,  locallity,  and  miM- 
tia-money,  in  this  manner ;  That  if  any  one,  or  more 
of  them  &ould  fuffer  lofs  at  the  hands  of  cnenMes,  for 
not  paying  of  thcfe  impofitions  j  in  that  cafe,  each  one 
of  thcfe  according  to  their  power  were  to  make  tip  their 
lofs:  And  the  lofers  were  to  bear  a  proportion  in  the 
fame,  thaj  is  to  fay,  the  fir  ft  lofers^  were  to  lofs  as  much 
asthofe  who  were  to  make  them  up. 

After  this  tranfaftion,  rnoft  part  of  thefe  that  engaged 
therein,  complied  with  the  courfes  of  the  time,  aftd  paid 
the  forefaid  impofitions :  which  occafioned  debatles  a- 
mong  them  that  did  not  comply,  for  fome  of  them  fuf- 
taining  lois  for  refufing  to  pay :  And  as  upon  the  one 
hand,  it  was  alledged  by  the  lof^s,  the  nonfComplying 
party,  were  only  afiedged  to  make  up  their  lofs,  feeing 
they  had  not  freedom  to  feek  it  from  thofe  who  had  com- 
plied with  the  enemy ;  even  fuppofe  they  had  been  wiU 
Kng  to  pay  it,  they  having  broken  their  engagement ; 
J5o,  on  the  other  hand,  the  perfons  that  complied  not, 
and  had  fuffered  i)o  lofs,  alledged  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  only  according  to  what  their  proportion  would  have 
been,  if  the  lyhole  of  thefe  who  entered  into  the  engage- 
ment had  contimied  firm^ 

This  bufinefs  was  fignified  to  another  meeting,  who 
appointed  fome  perfonstQ  endeavour  the  compofing  there- 
of,  but  they  not  getting  it  done,  it  was  reprefented  to 
this  meeting ;  to  whofe  determination  both  parties  were 
willing  to  ftand:  whereupon  they  having  confidered, 
whether  the  non-complying  party,  or  thefe  who  had 
complyed,  ought  to  make  up  the  Lofs :  After  delibera- 
tion, they  concluded  (in  regard  redrefs  at  the  tinle  could 
not  be  got  from  the  compilers,  but  left  to  a  more  conve- 
nient feafon)  thefe  who  had  not  complied,  fhould  make 
up  the  lofs  luftained  by  thofe  who  refufed  to  pay  the 
fprefaid  impofition  j  feeing  if  they  failed  therein,  they 
would  alfo  be  breakers  of  their  engagement. 

It 
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it  was  alfo,^  ^ropofed  by  fome  of  the  meeClng,  what 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  United  Societies,  if  (as  was  much 
to  be  feared)  there  ihouid  be  a  maflacre  by  Papifts  in  the 
land  ;  and  whether  or  not,  they  fhould  gather  themfelves 
together  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  their  own^  their 
wives  and  4:hikiiren's  lives ;  this  was  condefcended  ontij^ 
all  to  be  duty,  if.it  could  be  gotten  done* 

Then  it  was  enquired  what  would  be  the  moft  probar 
bk  way  tocftcdaate  it.    After  deliberation,  it  was  judg- 
ed, moft  convenient,  that  in  the  cafe  forefaid,  every  thr^e 
or  four  £>cieties  lying  neareft  together,  fhould  appoint  % 
place  mofl  fit  for  a  meeting  y  as  aKb,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
place  for  jthe  whole  to  conveen  at ;  which  afteir  coafider- 
ation  was  agreed  upon,  to  be  at  CarntabU :  And  to  the 
£nd  they  might  be  in  greater  readinefs  to  come,  and  St- 
uck to  defend  themfelves  when  together,  it  was  conclud* 
ed  that  fome  focieties  which  were  neareft  together, 
fhould  meet  in  fome  convenient  place,  for  kaming  the 
exercife  of  war,  and  perfons  moft  fkilled  made  choice 
of  to  teach  them,  until  they  come  to  the  public  place 
of  meeting,  and  there  choice  to  be  made  without  partia^ 
lity,  of  peribns:  to  teach  and  condu^^  the  reft» 

It  was  likewife  reprefented  to  the  meeting  by  fome^ 
that  they  thought  the  lively  exercife  of  religion  was 
much  marred  through  the  not  propounding  of  queflions, 
and  cafes  of  confcleuce  at  Society  Meetings:  which  be-> 
ing  thought  by  the  whole  meeting  to  have  done  much 
hurt,  Therefore  it  ^vas  concluded,  that  every  CommiC- 
fioner  fliould  fhow  this  to  thfiir  fbciety>  that  it  may  be 
helped  i^  time  coming. 

It  was  alfo  enquired  by  fome»  if  the  oath  of  fecfecy 
ftood  yet,  in  its  binding  force ;  to  which  was  anfwered, 
it  did.  However  it  was  thought  expedient  to  alter  fome 
words  therein,  viz,  in  place  of  indire^Hy^  to  put  in  w//- 
tiugly  and  willhigly.  And  thcfe  vfuvds  perfons  from  wiom 
I  am  commljfwntited^  to  be  put  out^  and  inilead  thereof, 
except  it  be  to  friends »  At  this  timQ'  there  were*.fbme  per- 
fonsjaken  engageif  to  the  f^d  oath. 

Moreover  it  was  propo&d  by  fome,  that  it  feemed  nc- 
ceflary  tohave  a  word,  among  all thefe  joined  in  fociety, 
if  the  meeting  could  condefcend  upon  it ;  to  the  end  that 
thefe  who  are  wandering  through  the  country,  might 
know  one.  another :  And  for  preventing  the  making 
known  w^af  was  among  us,  te  perfons  wandering,,  but 
not  in  fociety;  which  being  done,  tho'  not  wittingly, 
migjtit  do  hurt  m  this  junAurc^    After  delibentioxv  X^^a^ 
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was  thought  fit  to  be  done.  Whereuix)n  it  \yas  agreed 
Iry  the  Prefes,  and  one  fitting  next  him  who  told  the 
fame  to  another,  and  fo  it  went  through  the  whole  jier- 
Ipns  in  the  houfe  privately.  This  being  done,  tJic  Pref- 
es enquired,  if  they  were  all  content  with  the  word, 
(which  was  reformation)  it  was  anfwered  they  were. 
Then  every  Comitiiflioner  was  defired  to  impart  it  to  the 
faciety  he  came  from. 

Finally  it  was  concluded  that  the  cd  of  March,  fhould 
lie  kept  as  a  faft  by  all  cur  focicties,  upon  the  account 
of  our  former  abufe  and  neglecl  of  the  gofpel.  And  aU 
fo  to  intre;it  of  the  Lord  that  whatfoevcr  miniflcrs  might 
accept  of  the  call,  might  do  it  from  a  right  principle, 
and  alfo  have  a  right  end  in  the  fame. 

Likewife  that  the  5th  of  April  may  be  obferved  as  a 
fait  upon  thefe  accounts,  firft  to  mourn  for  the  feveral 
jarrs  that  have  been  among  us  :  Alio  to  feek  light  and 
direction  how  to  carry  anent  matters  againft  the  next 
meeting,  which  was  to  meet  upon  the  2d  of  May  at 
Carntable. 

After  the  meeting  was  parted  and  moft  part  gone  a 
little  diftance  from  the  place,  a  young  man,  who  had 
cpme  out  of  Edinburgh  with  letters  from  friends  abroad, 
met  fomc  of  them  \  upon  which,  all  that  could  be  got- 
ten together  of  them,  were  called  together  again,  before 
whom  the  letters  were  read ;  and  after  deliberation  con- 
cerning the  fame,  it  was  relblved,  that  Robert  Good- 
wine,  Alexander  Gordon,  John  Smith,  William  Nairn, 
and  Thomas  Lining  fliould  anfwer  the  faid  letters,  and 
therein  defire  Earlftoun  to  return  to  this  land  againft  the 
middle  of  April  next  -,  in  regard  thjit  feveral  weighty  af- 
fairs called  for  his  being  prefent  at  the  next  General 
Meeting. 

The  cafe  of  the  country  fi nee  the  laft  meeting  was 
murh  like  as  it  was  before  it,  enemies  went  on  in  profc- 
cuting  their  wicked  defigns,  and  cra<:lly  pcrfccuting  all 
dilfcnters,  a-i  1  in  particular  the  Societies.  The  laft  meet- 
ing being  got  notice  of  by  the  enemy,  a  party  of  enragiKl 
foldiers  came  prefently  oat  and  fpoiled  the  houfe,  where 
it  was  kept,  and.  appreh«:nded  fomc  perfons  in  the  coun- 
try. But  albeit  ]3erfecurion  be  unpleafant  to  flelh  and 
blood,  yet  it  would  have  been  eaficr  and  lighter  to  the 
Sjcioties,  if  they  had  nor,  had  other  things  in  their 
cup,  wliich  made  it  n:orc  bitter,     l^pon  the  one  hand 

they 
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they  wanted  the  benefit  of  the  gofpcl,  the  enjoyment 
whereof^  being  an  unfpeakable  advantage,  and  will  be 
rcalccncd  to  be  fo  by  every  one  who  have  got  the  bleffing 
thereof,  even  though  it  fhould  be  with  the  peril  of  their 
lives  :  And  upon  the  other  hand  being  before  hand  called 
iSchifmatics  and  Separatifts,  for  their  withdrawing  in 
that  broken  and  declining  ftate  of  the  church,  from  fe- 
veral  minifters  guilty  of  defedlion  :  And  now  after  the 
luft  meeting  more  milrcprefcnted  by  fome  on  the  account 
of  the  call. 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  meeting, 
a  General  Meeting  met  at  Car  stable ^  upon  the  sd  day 
of  May,  1683.  After  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the 
meeting,  the  refolutions  of  the  former  meeting  were 
read  and  appro ven :  But  in  regard  Earlftoun  (according 
to  the  defire  of  the  meeting)  was  to  come  to  this  land, 
and  was  at  the  time,  at  Edinburgh.  It  was  thought  moft 
fit  and  expedient,  to  go  there  and  keep  the  meeting, 
that  they  might  have  him  with  them  ;  where»pon  it  was 
agreed  that  the  fame  fliould  be  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the 
8th  of  May  at  night  \  and  thereafter  this  mooting  parted.  ^ 

According  to  the  conclufion  above,  the  General 
Meeting  met  at  Edmburgh  upon  the  8th  of  May.  Af- 
ter prayer,  Alexatider  Gordon  of  Earljroun  being  pre- 
{ent,  gave  them  a  full  account  of  his  diligence  abroad. 
And  they  were  extraordinarily  well  fatisfied  with  all  his 
proceedings,  as  having  a  n^anifeft  tendency  to  the  gloiy 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  the  Remnant.  And  in  evi- 
dence of  their  fatisfaftion,  he  was  continued  to  go  fur- 
ther on  in  his  conwnifli  on.  There  were  feveral  things 
fpoken  of,  and  fome  refolutions  agreed  upon,  an  account 
of  which  fliall  be  here  related. 

ifl^  It  was  refolved  that  a  conjunft  commiiSon  fhould 
be  drawn,  including  Alexander  Gordon ^  with  Robert  Ha^ 
tnilton  that  they  might  go  further  abroad,  to  give  infor- 
mation of  our  ftate  and  condition  to  other  Proteftant 
churches.  And  alfo  a  particular  commiffion,  to  each  of 
them,  in  cafe  it  fhould  ]3e  heedful  that  they  went  not  to- 
jcther  :  And  one,  or  both  to  return,  when  neccffity  re- 
quired ;  providing  they  received  'a  call  from  the  meet- 
ing, for  that  cffeft.  Thefe  commifflons  being  drawn  up, 
were,  with  fome  papers,  delivered  to  Earljhun ;  who 
prefently  aftei:  tlie  meeting,  took  journey  for  Newcaji/e  s 
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tod  having  agreed  with  the  mafter  of  a  fhip,  for  his 
voyage  to  Holland,  juft  as  the  Ihip  was  fetting  out  from 
Tjrne-mouth,  it  was  accidently  ftopt,  and  fome  waiters 
coming  aboard^  Earljloun  and  Edward  Aitken  (who  was 
along  with  him)  were  challenged,  by  them ;  ?.nd  they 
perceiving  themfelves  to  be  in  danger,  and  fearing  the 
feizure  of  the  papers  which  Earlfioun  liad,  threw  them 
over  board,  to  the  end  they  might  fink,  but  the  box  in 
Irhich  they  w^ere,  floating,  were  foon  taken  up*  A- 
mong  which,  were  the  forefaid  coinmiifions.  UpoA 
this,  they  were  both  apprehended,  and  carried  prifoncrs 
to  N^wcaflhy  and  put  in  Newgate^  and  thereafter  brought 
to  Scotland. 

2<//v,  It  was  rcfolvcd  by  the  meetirig,  that  Mkhaei 
Shields  fliould  ftay  at  Edinburgh,  and  wait  for  lettcTS 
from  the  poft-houfe^  which  might  be  fent  from  friends 
abroad ;  and  write  any  convenient  anfwers  to  them,  that 
ihould  be  requilite  for  him  to  do :  And  it  was  refolvcd 
that  Thomas  Lining  fliould  wait. upon  the  more  public 
meetingsi*and  tranflate  any  letters  that  fliould  come  to 
them  in  Latin. 

.^dly^  It  was  refolved  that  Mr.  John  Binning  fliould 
be  dcfired  to  wait  upon  a  fchool,  for  teaching  fome 
young  men ;  and  for  his  pains  he  was  to  have  twenty-five 
pounds  Scots  per  quarter.  Tliefe  named  at  the  meeting, 
•were  John  Williamfon,  James  Bool,  John  Dick,  Bcnj;i- 
min  Hall,  Gavin  Wotherfpoon  junr.  Edward  Aitken, 
TohnDalgleiflij  David  Gibibn,  John  Campbel, and  Robert 
Millar.  According  to  this  refolution,  Mr.  Bhiiiing^  did 
teach  Latin  to  fome  of  thefe  young  men  for  fome  time. 

/[thlyy  It  was  in  like  manner  refolved  by  them,  upon 
•the  atcount  of  the  deflgns  of  fome,  and  the  rartinefs  of 
others,  that  no  perfons  (of  our  focietics)  fliould  draw  to- 
gether in  a  public  manner,  of  rifing  in  arms,  except  it  be 
for  necefl^ary  felf-defence,  and  deliverance  of  our  bre- 
thren, becaufe  thereby  we  could  do  nothing  but  render 
ourfelves  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  if  not  amarrto  the  Lord's 
work,  and  this  v^s  alfo  the  ijiind  of  friends  both  at 
home,  and  abroad,  until  the  Ix)rd  by  his  word  and  Spi- 
rit, fliould  give  US  and  them  further  light  therein.  The 
end  of  tliis  refolution  was  to  put  a  flop  to  the  raflinefs 
to  appear  in  arms,  of  fome  pcrfons  in*  our  focieties,  who 
had  ihown  much  forwardnefs  in  that  matter  before, 
which  would  have  tended  in.  that  jun<n:urc,  to  thecxpof- 
ing  of  them  and  others  to  the  fury  of  tlic  enemy.     As 

alfo. 


General  Meetings  May  ^tb/iGZ^.    .    6*^ 

alfo,  if  there  had  been  ia  public  rifing  in  arms  againft  the 
prefent  evil  goveniment,  as  was  then  expefted  would 
be,  with  which,  the  focieties  would  have  been  folicited 
to  concur  5  a  flop  would  be  put  to  the  rafh  appearance  of 
any  of  them,  and  to  their  joining  with  fuch  with  whom  wc 
could  not  aflbciate  \  of  whom  there  would  have  been  not 
a  few.  But  as  the  focieties  were  rcfolved  to  oppofe  the 
comnson  enemy,  fo  in  doing  of  it,  it  was  their  deiire 
that  it  fhould  be  with  common  confent,  unanimity,  and 
avoiding  (inful  aflbciations. 

5/A/v,  A  paper  was  agreed  unto  by  this  meeting,  con- 
taining the  reafons  of  feveral  of  our  anions,  which  %Tas 
intended  to  be  given  in  to  the  Confederators,  wherein  is 
fomewhat  of  our  mind  anent,  and  a  proteftation  againft 
their  finful  aflbciations.  That  which  gave  the  rife,  and 
occafion  to  this  refolution,  was  this ;  there  was  a  ddign 
canyiog  on  againft  the  prefent  tyrannical  government,  x* 

by  feveral  perfons  in  both  kingdoms.     And  the  focieties  ^^ 

were  not  againft  the  oppofing,  and  endeavouring  to  c» 
verturn  the  faid  tyranny :  Yet  they  were  againft  that 
promifeuous  aflbciation  Avith  men  of  blood,  profanity, 
-and  malignancy,  as  alfo  with  Seftarians,  which  was  at 
that  time  on  foot  for  effectuating  thereof.  Wliereupoo 
l:nowing  tjiat  their  concurrence  would  be  deCred  in  the 
faid  aflbciation,  they  thought  h  ncceflary  to  draw  up 
this  paper,  to  fhew  their  mind  concerning,  and  witnefs 
againft  finful  aflbciation  *.  As  Ukewife  to  take  occaflon 
therein,  to  vindicate  a  little,  fome  of  our  former  adlings 
which  were  much  condemned.  Which  paper  was  given 
io  Earlftoun,  that  he  might  have  delivered  it  to  fome 
f>erfons  at  London,  concerned  in  the  aflbciation,  that 
jb  it  might  have  been  made  public  j  but  when  that  gen» 
tleman  was  apiirchended,^it  was  feized  among  the  reft  of 
the  papers  :  A  true  copy  of  vrhicli  follows. 

The  reafons  of  the  fufferings  and  aftings  of  the  true 
(thoiigh  greatly  reproached,  and  perfecutcd)  Pref- 
byterlan,  Anti-Prelatick,  Anti-Kraftiau  Party  in 
Scotland. 

I  ?  Wi? 

•  The  R^td-r  may  compare  tMs,  and  what  follows,  with 
the  principle,  and  pra6lices  of  the  far  grcateft  number  of  thefe, 
five  Of  fix  years  thcrrc^htr  ;  a:  they  were  rau«h  blamed,  a^hav- 
irg  relinqnifh  d  their  former  princip^cis  :  it  muft  therefore  ht*\\e 
d  iiy  of  every  one  to  )xidgr,  whether  thcit  former,  or  \atet  pna* 
ciphj  aadpra^cts  dcjDO^  asrc^iblc  to  ihe  woid  of  God. 
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.  We  cannot  but  fadly  regret  in  the  very  entry,  (he 
bccafions  of  fuch  vindications,  as  we  are  forced  to  make 
'  in  this  critical  age,  wherein  for  the  moft  part,  all  true 
principles  of  government  and  religion  are  like  to  be  over- 
turned :  And  when  any^are  contending  for  thefe,  they 
arc  immediately  branded  as  enemies  to  government  and 
nMgiftracy,  one  of  the  moft  excellent  ordinances  of  God, 
when  kept  within  its  du<!  bounds  and  limits  fet  do"wn  by 
him  in  his  word  •,  and  when  made  ufe  of  for  the  ends 
propofed  therein.  This  we  fay  we  have  reafon  to  re- 
gret, yet  it  ought  not  to  difcourage  any,  or  deter  them 
from  that  which  we  are  bound  imto ;  although  many 
have  been  whedled  out  of  both  reafon  and  religion,  yet 
tliis  makes  us  put  pen  to  paper,  that  thereby  thefe  who 
arc  honeftly  pnncipled  as  to  both,  may  be  ftrengthened, 
and  we  vindicated  c  So  that  when  the  grounds  are  laid 
down,  and  procedures  laid  to  the  rule,  it  may  be  feen 
whofe  courfes  are  moft  aberrant,  or  differing  therefrom. 
Therefore  we  fhall  touch  upon  fome  of  thefe  heads 
^hich  are  moft  carped  at  by  our  enemies. 

I/?,  The  firft  grand  bufinefs  is  the  cafting  off  the  Ty- 
rant's authority,  and  the  power  to  middle  therewith, 
and  what  a  length  we  flretch  that  power :  As  for  the 
manner  of  the  doing  thereof,  it  is  narrated  in  the  La- 
Bcrk  Declaration,  fo  we  fhall  not  touch  tliereon,  but  as 
a  preamble  {hall  narrate  fomewhat  of  the  grounds  upon' 
which  we  walked,  Firft,  it  is  an  undoubted  principle  a- 
mongft  all  ftates^-men,  that  in  a  general  defcftion,  thefe 
who  in  that  nation  adheres  clofeft  to  the  ancient  laws, 
liberties,  and  conftitutions,  are  the  trueftand  moft  free- 
bom  fubjefts  5  for  laws  being  made  for  the  government 
of  the  whole  nation,  every  member  within  the  fame, 
prince,  people  are  equally  obliged  thereto,  and  in  all 
breaches  upon  either  hand  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  the 
rule.  This  is  net  denied  by  any  found  ftates-mcn,  and  con- 
tradided  by  none,  Barclay  and  other  court  Parafites  ex- 
cepted :  Yea  it  is  fo  clear,  that  nature  taught  Heathens 
themfelves,  from  whom  we  have  our  civil  laws,  that  they 
never  gave  their  princes  more,  yea  the  princes  them- 
felves required  no  more,  but  thought  it  their  greattftf 
honour  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  laws,  as  can  be  clearly  feeri 
in  the  whole  body  of  the  civil  law. .  But  why  fhould  we 
go  thus  far  ?  (if  it  were  not  to  anfwer  fuch  quibblers  in 
their  own  coin)  for  if  we  look  to  the  conftitutions  fet  down 

by 
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by  God  in  his  word,  we  will  find  all  alongft  that  the 
laws  are  to  be  the  fupreme  judge,  whereby  the  a6Uons 
of  both  magiftrates  and  people  arc  to  be  judged  j  and 
where  magiftrates  andTulers  walked  contrary  thereto, 
tlie  oppofing  of  them,  and  revolting  from  under  theoa, 
are  approven  by  God  ;  i^dMiere  they  were  not  revolted 
from,  nor  teftified  againft,  but  joined  with,  and  homo* 
legate  'y  we  find  at  fuch  times  their  fins  charged  upon  the 
people,  and  the  people  plagued  tkerefore  *• 

This  being  confidered,  gave  fufficient  ground  to  ta 
in  the  moft  legal  and  public  way  poflible  ;  (that  as  oup 
fin  was  public,  our  contrary  teftimony  might  be  alfi» 
public)  this,  we  fay,  gave  the  occafionto  us  toteftify 
;igainft,  relift,  and  reject  the  authority,  the  exercife  <£ 
which  was  tyranny,  oppreffion  and  ufurpation,  in  mat- 
ters civil  and  ccclefiaftic,  as  we  have  done  by  our  decla- 
rations and  teftimonies.  But  whereas  fome  are  pleaied 
to  fzy  that  we  aflume  the  l^giflative  power  of  the  nation^ 

and  the  power  of  Parliaments  to  us^- ^We  declare,  all 

that  we  have  done,  or  are  doing  in  that  kind,  is  but 
merely  to  make  our  teftimony  and  procedure  agalnft  the 
prefent  courfe  of  affairs  n?ore  legal  and  ftrong  ;  thattis 
we  have  had  an  eminent  and  public  hand  in  the  fin^  and 
fetting  up  the  idol  of  jealcufy,  fo  we  may  have  an  eujo* 
nentand  public  hand  in  pulling  of  it  down  :^nd  when 
it  Ihall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  fend  us  well-conftitute  judica- 
tories, we  fliaU  deflre  to  have,  or  affume  no  more  but 
our  privileges,  in  our  places  and  ftations,  as  free  bora 
fuDJefls. 

Sectmdlyy  As  to  the  grounds  of  our  not  joining  witli 
minifters  and  profeffors,  or  others,  who  have.made  dc- 
fc*^ion,  we  have  much  to  fay,  which  would  be  tedious,- 
and  rather  the  work  Of  a  volume,  than  of  fuch  a  paper- 5 
but  we  think  they  may  be  very  eafily  reduced  to  this 
rule,  which  was  our  ancient  rule  all  along,  and  ought 
ftill  to  continue  yet :  When  joining  with  perfons  in  the 
cxorcife  of  worfhip  or  othcrwife,  implies  a  homologating 
of,  or  joining  with  the  public  fins  whereof  they  are 
guilty,  there  we  ought  to  foot  aftandj  and  not  to  join, 
becauie. the  joining  is  tainted  with  tbeir  guilt,  Tund  fo  iin^ 
fill ;;  for  no  fin  ought  to  be  joined  with,  "but  avoided  : 
Bitt*«thjsr<  it  does  not  homologate,  nor  can  uo-ways  be 
,■••.).'■•  n   '.  .  tainttci 

♦  They  who  would  fce  thU  prpved,  may  confult  H\c\4  \el 
loofe,  and  others. 
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takitcd  with  the  guilt,  there  we  have  freedom  to  join. 
But  this  we  ought  to  retort  upon  the  heads  of  our  ad* 
mrfaries,  for  they  are  the  jTcparatifts,  and  not  we  }  for 
it  is  the;  offenders  and  not  theioffended,  that  only  beft 
rfeftrvc  that  name  ;  r,,. 

Tbirdlj^  As  to  our  makif^  j^  work  of  Reformatio/i, 
and  {Wticularly  our  covenafits  and  late  public  cieclarati- 
cins>  and  martyrs' teftiraonies  oa  fcaffolds,  a  tcft,  or 
jfnqtrk  whereby  w«  may  know  one  another^  we  efteemt 
fwrfelvesto  have  good  ground  fo  to  da;  for  the  work 
vi  rcfonnation,  and  the  fev  iral  fteps  thereof,  from  Po*. 
pery  to  this  day,  are  fuch  a  linked  chain,  that  there  aie 
none  that  can  difownthe  teftimonies  of  our  martyrs,  ei^- 
Ifeer  former  or  latter,  (being  confidered,  every  one  ac- 
cording to  the  particular  times  and  feafans  when,  and 
^fpenfations  under  which  they  were  given)  but  he  muik 
certainly  diibwn  the  whole  5  for  it  hath  pleafcd  the  I^ord 
to  make  their  flrain  run  all  one  'way,  and  not  crofs  to 
enc  another  ;.  whereby  it  may  be  evidently  feen,  that 
they  have  been  all  diftated  by  one^  fpirit.  Always  here* 
hf  dedtaringj  we  own  pnly  the  true,  teftimonies,  ex^ 
eluding  fome  particular  teftimonies  vitiate  by  Gib  and  o* 
thers,  fince  there  may  be  errors  on  the  one  hand  as  well 
99.  on  the  other  ;  Thofe,  we  fay,  being  excluded,  wc 
Imow  nothing,  nor  defireto  own  nothing  that  is  contra* 
Tj  to  fcripture  and  found  reafon, 

Fottrtbiy^  We  know  likewife,  that  it  h$rth  been  fcru- 
l^ed  at,  our  refiifing  to  join  iffue  and  intereft,  or  in  arms 
with  a  malignant  party,  carrying  on  malignant  deiigns  \ 
boiTCver  under  cuanlngly  bufked  colours  and  pretexts, 
which  wlien  fearched,  are,  and  have  been  found  out  tp 
be  but  meer  cheating  or  betraying  the  true  caufe  of  God 
ki  the  land,  as  we  have  by  fad  experience  found  and 
fmarted  for ;  for  v^  never  yet  took  in,  or  ftrove  to  con- 
«Live  at,  or  palliate  that  malignant  intereft^^  but  the 
Lord  fliewed  evident  marks  againft  us  :  and  they  are 
io  clearly  confuted  by  the  paflage  of  Jehofliaphat,  and  mr.« 
ny  other  paffages  in  fcripture,  that  we  need  not  take 
great  pains  to  ftrike  that  nail  to  the  head  5  for  our  re- 
monftrances,  Mr.  Gillcfpie^  and  many  others,  have  redd 
inarches  fo  well,  that  they  have  left  nothing  for  us  10 
do,  but  to  put  our  feals  to  what  tJicy  have  left  on  re- 
cord :  Neither  are  wc  looking  for,  or  expcfting  an  army 
all  of  faints,  for  there  will  be  tares  among  the  wheat, 
while  the  time  of  reaping  come :  But '  if  we  (riter  tJic 

Lord's 
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Ijord's  fo  eminently  difcharging)  take  in  the  Canaankci 
into  oar  bolbais,  who  have  mad^  thorns  in  our  eyei^  and 
fcQurgei  in  our  fides  :  If  we  (we  fay)  fliail  confederate 
with  thefe,  and  give  them  places  of  tnift  and  office  wldi 
ns,  whom  he  has  fo  eminently  appeared  againft,  we  can- 
not cxpeft  tint  he  will  whip  us  with  taws  of  our  own 
rnaldng,  fince  we  will  not  follow  his  method.  And  we 
define  to  ihcw  all  the  lovers  of  Zion,  that  whofocver  con- 
federates with  thefe  men  of  blood  and  bioody  pra£tice% 
we  have  juft  ground  to  fear  that  the  helpers  and  the  lioU 
pen  will  fall  together  ^  andwe  defire  to  teftify  againft  aH 
fuch  confederacies  and  aiTociations,  in  the  name  of  the 
once  f  lorious  church  of  Scotland^  thefe  being  none  <tf 
her  pindple£,  to  take  in  men  againft  whom  the  £\vord 
of  iullicc  fliould  have  free  courfi.  Therefore  whatever 
ihall  b:  acted  or  done  by  fuch  confederacies  or  ailbciati- 
ous,  that  no  churches,  neither  foreign  nor  neighhomv 
ing,  attribute  of  afcribe  the  faiiie  to  the  true  church  and 
nation  of  Scotland,  whofe  laws  both  of  church  and  Aziae 
being  fo  juil,  as  thutthey  could  not  admit  them  to  livc^ 
much  Icfi  to  rule  or  officiate,  being  men  of  fuch  wicls- 
ed  pra£tict»«  deftni£dve  not  only  to  xdligionj  but  civ2 
fociety* 

Earlfiotin  brought  two  letters  from  Mr,  William  Brac« 
kel,  direcl:ed  to  die  focieties,  one  of  them  dated,  jFdL 
igtbf  the  other,  March  i/^thy  1683.  Both  which,  be- 
ing written  in  Latin  were  tranflated  into  Englifh,  and 
read  at  this  meeting,  to  which  tl\ey  were  acceptable  and 
encouraging  ;  and  it  was  thought  fit  by  them,  to  write ' 
one  to  him.  Which  being  done,  agreed  unto,  andfub- 
fcrilieJf  was  given  to  Eurljltiuny  that  he  might  deliver 
k  to  Mr.  Brackel,  but  the  fame  was  feized  on,  when 
Earlftoun  was  apprehended,  with  feveral  other  pa* 
p«rs. 

However^  a  true  copy  hereof  follows  ;  asalfo  a  part 
of  ]\Tr.  Brackers  letter,  dated  February  19//&,  the  fame 
hcinfj  !  ijjtiibje  to  the  condition  of  thefe  people  to  whom 
he  wrote ;  which  I  have  thought  jSt  firft  to  fet  down^ 
and  then  the  letter  by  the  meeting  to  him<^ 


I 


Mojl  IcutHg  fiiihers   and  brethren  in  ChrijJ  Jtfus  our 
ghrictis  King^ 

T   i  j  not  only  come  to  my  ears  that  yc  wrote,  and 
iciit  10  me  a  letter  of  anfwcr,  but  aifo  a  copy  of  it\» 
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come  to  my  hand  ;  but  where  itfelf  fticks,  or  by  whom 
intercepted,  I  know  not. 

It  rejoiceth  my  foul  greatly  to  know  your  affairs  both 
by  the  forefaid  copy,  and  alfo  by  your  letters  fent  to  us  ; 
eipecially  the  nuraculous  divme  protection  of  you  makes 
me  both  greatly  to  admire  and  rejoice  ;  who  being  cou- 
jragious  and  buficd  in  your  convention,  by  taking  a  care 
of  your  church-affairs,  did  fee  the  cruel  enemies  even 
threatening  death,  feeking  you,  even  compaffing  about 
thehoufe,  .ftricken  with  a  certain  Sodomitijb  bhndnefs 
that  they  could  not  enter. 

How  admirable  are  the  works  of  God  !  how  unfcar- 
chable  is  his  deep  goodnefs  !  truly  we  find  that  he  h*th 
favour  and  mercy  towards  his  faints,  and  perpetual  care 
towards  the  eleft  ;  truly  he  is  a  fiery  wall  about  Jerufalem, 
and  his  angels  compafs  about  thofc  that  fear  him,  and  de- 
livers them.     He  that  fits  under  the  covert  of  the  Molt 
High^  fhall  lodge  under  the  fhadow  of  him  that  is  omni- 
potent.    Let  praife  and  glory  be ,  fung  to  our  Lotd,  by 
all  who  hear  thefe  things,  both  angels  and  men.     It  is 
needful  that  this  experience  of  the  moft  eiiica^ious  pr&- 
fencc  of  God  fliould  flrengthen  your   confidence ;  that 
he  who  delivered  you  out  of  the  mouth  of  bear  and  lion, 
ihall  alfo  in  the  time  to  come  deliver  you  from  all  dan- 
gers that  fliall  fall  in  your  lot,  to  the  glory  of  his  wai- 
ted-for  divine  defence.     But   if  God  fhoukl  fuffer  this 
or  that  man,  or  even  many,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  e- 
riemies,  or  rather  that  he  hinifelf  (hould  give  them  \  by 
this  ye  fhall  be  taught  experience,  that  that  has  not 
fallen  out  becaufe  of  the  defedl  of  divine  protection,  but 
that  God  has  called  them  out,  name  by  name,  for  a  tef- 
thnony  of  himfelf ;    yea,  although  they  fliould  feem  to 
die  in  the  eyes  of  enemies,  and  their  end  to  be  an  igno- 
minious afl[li<Sdon,  yet  they,  I  fay,  go  away  in  peace,  and 
are  crowned  with  a  joyful  crown  and  immortality.     Nei- 
ther are  the  martyrs  of  the  church  of  Scotland  killed,  that 
it  may  be  extirpate,  but  that  it  may  be  buildcd  ;  for  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  feed  of  the  church :  the  church 
was  founded  by  blood,  and  it  grew  by  blood.     Tiic  more 
cruelly  Pharaoh  oppreffed  the  people  of  God,  the  more 
fertilely  tlicy  were  multiplied.     We  arc  very  defirous  of 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  ;  fiiying,  we  wifh  that  falvnikn 
may  come  gut  of  TAoti ;  ivhen  the  Lordjlmll  turn  agalfi  the 
caf^iii^hy  af  his  pecpky  Jacob  JhaJ!  he  glcdy  atid  Jfraet  Jhall 
rejoice.     But  let  ao  iricin  call  down  his  bcart,  becaufe 

God 
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God  is  only  trying  your  patience  5  he  is  alfo  making  our 
way  pkun,  and  a  way  to  himfelf,  to  his  greater  glory  in 
all  lands.  Would  Ifrael  been  more  happy  if  he  had  been 
delivered  out  of  lefs  oppreffion  in  Egypt  ?  Was  not  his 
deliverance  the  more  glorious,  the  heavier  the  perfecuti- 
on  was  ?  Wait  therefore  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord  : 
how  great  fhall  his  goodnefs  be  nvkich  he  hath  laid  up  for-, 
them  that  fear  him,  which  he  hath  prepared  for  tbofe 
that  betake  themfelves  to  him,  before  the  fons  of  men. 
tShew  yourfelves  men  in  the  time  of  diftrefs.  Let  him 
that  is  weak  in  ftrength,  leaning  upon  his  head,  fay,  I 
am  a  man  of  excellent  valour.  He  that  hath  God  near 
unto  him  (as  is  made  known  to  you  by  many,  both  pub- 
lic and  private  experiences)  from  no  man  would  fear  ei- 
ther threatening^,  Iwords  or  ropes.  Learned  men,  great 
men,  albeit  godly,  of  great  name,  err  in  this  matter  ; 
but  God  hath  chofen  thefe  that  were  fools  in  the  world, 
as  wife  ;  thcfe  th^t  were  weak,  as  ftrong  ;  the  ignoble, 
and  thofe  of  no  elleem,  that  he  might  bring  to  dii  grace 
thcfe  who  are  in  honour.  In  the  mean  time,  let  una- 
nimitVi  love,  fervency  of  mind,  gladnefs  in  juftitication 
rem^n  among  yon  ;  and  out  of  thefe,  holinefs,  and  a' 
perpetual  intercourfe  of  the  foul  with  God.  This  one 
thing  I  exhort  you,  that  every  one  may  teach  another  ; 
the  mhers,  mothers,  aged  and  more  learned,  may  teach 
the  little  ones,  and  others  who  are  more  ignorant  of  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  the  fundamentals  of  religion  ;  left  a- 
ny  ihould  perifh  thro'  lack  of  knowledge,  or  left  any 
ihould  waver  in  the  true  faith. 

The  three  ftudents  chofen  by  you  to  the  paftoral  of-» 
fice  are  bufy  at  their  ftudies  j  the  fourth  we  are  waiting 
tor  :  By  God's  grace  we  hope  you  fhall  fee  them  the 
next  year,  and  hear  them  preaching. 

Since  the  time  that  I  have  known  your  eftate,  I  hav« 
judged  it  neceffary  that  certain  men,  endued  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  piety,  authority  and  years,  fhould  be  cho- 
fen for  tha  pailoral  office,  and  fliould  be  fent  unto  us, 
for  the  fpace  of  one  or  two  months,  that  they  might  be 
inftru^led  in  the  method  of  forming  of  preachings,  and 
ibme  other  things.  Next  that  they  fhould  be  examined 
in  a  lawful  way  by  fome  pafi:or  in  an  ecclciir.ftic  conv  ■>.- 
tion,  (let  not  little  knowledge  deter  any  man)  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  fent  unto  his  vineyard,  and  be 
confirmed  in  that  office  by  the  impofitlon  of  hands  •,  and 
fo  return  to  you  in  fuch  a  flate  of  the  church.     I  tiYe 
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not  much  for  the  knowledge  of  tongues,  and  literal  iit- 
ftrudlion,  although  in  itfelf^  iii  other  circumflances  I 
tjiiak  miKh  of  it ;  for  not  by  thedefeft  of  learning,  but 
ojf  the  Spirit  anil  piety,  is  the  church  of  Scotland  brought 
into  fo  iniferable  a  condition  ;  and  I  think  it  is  not  to 
be  reftored  by  learning,  but  by  the  Spu-it  and  piety.  I 
propofe  tbir  things  to  you,  that  you  may  fcrioufly  con- 
flder  that  thing  of  fo  great  moment ;  and  that  ye  may 
either  do  or  reject  that  as  ye  fhall  think  fit.  The  Lord 
be  a  fun  and  fliield  unto  you.     And,  I  am. 


Feb.  9/A,  1683 


JTcur  lover ^  and  promoted  minlfterf 

WILLIAM  BRACKEL. 


Here  follows  the  fetter  to  Mr.  Brackel^ 

Right  reverend  Sir^ 
rin HE  receipt  of  your  firrt  letter  did  not  a  little  en- 
Jl^  courage  us  to  fet  about  the  duties  of  the  d?y,  arid 
to  hold  on  in  the  way  of  the  Lord.  We  cannot  well  ex- 
cufe  our  long  filence  in  not  writing  to  you,  (unto  whom 
we  are  fo  much  obliged)  but  when  we  ccHifider  the  lirft 
part  of  your  letter,  which  contains  fo  much  of  felf-de- 
aial,  and  a  commendation  put  upon  us^  hr  above  our 
deferring,  itputsustoa  IVand  what  to  write  :  And  more 
fo,  when  we  eflay  to  put  peii  to  paper  ;  we  fee  fo  much 
weaknefs  in  ourfelves,  that  we  fear  our  letters  (when 
written)  beT.ttle  to  the  edification  of  either  you  or  o- 
thers  :  But  knowing  you  to  be  fuch,  as  can  pafs  l>y  tTie 
infirmities  of  the  weak,  (according  to  the  example  of  the 
TipoMc  Paul)  together  with  your  ardent  defire  to  know 
ourftate,  makes  us  (though  in  weaknefs)  write  this  lire 
to  you.     We  wrote  an  anfwcr  to  it  before,  and  fcnt  it 

.by  poft,  but  we  hear  the  fame  has  been  intercepted,  and 
pot  come  to  your  hand,  but  only  a  copy  ;  we  received 

.  ^fo  another  letter  of  the  date  February  19/A,  [comforta- 
ble and  refrcfhing  to  us  indeed)  and  your  laft  of  the  date 
March  i^thy  from  Earlftoun^  one  of  our  honourable 
ccrnmiiJioners,  whofe  prefence  has  not  been  a  little  re- 
frefliing  to  us  under  our  prefent  diftrefies  and  labyrinths 
of  difficulties  ;  together  with  the  heart-comforting  and 
hand-ftrengthening  account  he  has  given  of  the  Lord's 

,  condefccnding  to  us  in  our  low  conditicuj  when  we  were 

become 
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bccoirtc  as  ftrangers,  and  aliens  -in  our  mother's  hoiifc, 
to  raife  up  fathers,  brothers  and  fillers  to  us  in  a  ftrahgc. 
land,  who  give  fuch.  eminent  i>roofs  of  their  being  fo  to 
us,  by  their  accepting  and  welcoming  of  our  meflagc  ; 
acid  alfo,  by  their  faiixerly  care  of,  atid  kindnefs  to  our 
honoiu*able  comnuflioners,  and  the  ftudents  fent  by  us  ; 
and  alfo. that  worthy  lady  f  and  her  children,  who  could 
not  get  reft  for  the  fole  of  their  feet  in  their  own  native 
country.  For  which,  and  the  like  cmineni:  favours  we 
acknowledge  ourfdves  altogether  out  of  a  capacity  to 
render  4  recompence,  and  therefore  muft  i^main  deb- 
tors 5  only  we  delire  to  believe,  that  our  Lord  who  has 
iconferred  luch  favours  upon  us,  will  alio  acconiplifh  his 
promiie,  who  hath  faid,  He  timt  receiveth  a  righteous 
^ic9i  in  the  name  of  a  righteous  viaftj  Jhall  receive  a  righteous 
wia%is  reward :  This  Letter,  we  fay,  has  occaSfioned 
great  joy  m  the  hearts  of  all  (efpecially  that  part  which 
cbncierns  the  coming  home  of  the  ftudents)  who  are  tru- 
ly  longing  to  hear  the  found  of  the  feet  of  thefe  who 
bring  the  glad  .tidi^igs  of  failvation.  This  is  a  ground  of 
encouragemcni  for  us  to  hope  that  our  Gkni  is  returning 
to  covenanted  Scotland,  to  rid^  profperoudy  on  the 
white  horfe  of  the  gofpcl,  conquering  and  to  conquer  5 
stnd  to  be  head  and  king  over  his  church.  We  acknow- 
ledge the  goodncls  and  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  this  to  he 
rcry  great,  in  remembering  m  i/t  <7ur  low  conditiotij  and  in 
opening  a  door  of  hope  in  ^  this  manner  (all  praife  and 
^Uryke  'to  him  for  it)  when  all  other  doors  feemed  to  be 
Ihut,  refuges  failed  us  upon  the  right  and  left  hand,  to 
Ic-arn  us  not  to  look  to  the  hiUs  and  mountains  for  fdl- 
vaiion,  (which  alas  {  we  have  too  much  done)  but  unto 
liinifdf,  O  poble  exercife  I  to  be  looking  unto,  and 
clqiendin;^  upon  the  Lord  for  all  things,  both  fpiritual 
and  temporal  j  for  what  want  we  but  he  hath  to  give  ? 
and  not  only  hath  to  give,  but  is  willing  to  give  to 
fach  as  frek  in  faiths  And  alfo  we  acknowledge  the 
J-ord's  goodn-ls  in  raifing  you  up  to  be  inftrumental  in 
this  great  work,  (for  which  ye  will  not  want  your  re- 
ward) and  we^count  ourfclves  greatly  indebted  to  you, 
(much  honourdl  of  tbe  Lord)  for  which,  and  all  otlier 
favours  conferred  by  you  upon  us,  we  give  you  and  the 
godly  with  you,  hearty  thanks. 

K  I  Now 

t  This  vat  lady  Ei^rilcQa. 
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Now  wc  (hall  give  you  (dear  Sir)  a  ibort  hint  of  our 
cafe  and  condition  at  the  time.  Once  it  might  have  been 
fud  of  this  church,  thatjbe  looked  firth  as  the  mornings 
,fair  as  the  moony  clear  as  the  fun  ^  afid  terrible  as  an  army 
fvith  banners  ;  We  had  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel : 
we  were  made  to  drink  the  pure  Hood  ^  the  grape  ;  and  the 
Jbm  of  the  alien  were  made  ourplown^en  /  we  gave  away 
parfelves  in  covenant  to  be  the  Lords,  But  alas !  we 
have  left  our  firjl  love  y  we  that  once  were  the  head,  are 
now  become  the  tail,  and  thefe  to  whom  we  were  a  ter- 
ror, are  become  a  terror  to  us  ;  Our  crown  is  fallen  from 
par  hegdy  wo  unto  us  that  we  have  finned :  We  harvc  mien 
b/  our  iniquity  J  wc  have  finned  away  the  precious  gof- 
psl,  the  food  of  our  fouls  j  and  the  blefled  Comforter 
that  fliould  relieve  us,  is  withdrawn :  Our  enemies  are 
ftrong,  and  increafing  within  and  without,  and  oil  eve- 
ry hand,  Thefe  .things  fliould  not  only  be  matter  ^f 
mourning  and  lamentation  to  us  before  the  Lord,  but 
even  to  all  the  truly  godly  who  heai-  of  them,  There- 
fore we  defire  and  invite  all  the  lovers  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  not  to  be  among  the  number  of  the  paflTcrs- 
bye,  and  of  them  that  care  for  none  of  thefe  things ;  but 
fincerely  to  fympathize  with  us,  'and  lay  out  our  cafe  be- 
i  jre  the  Lorcl,  and  plead  with  him  in  our  behalf,  that 
he  would  \et  arife  and  have  mercy  on  Zion^  and  let  the 
time  to  favour  her  come^  O  noble  work!  this  caufe  has 
prevailed  and  will  prevail ;  for  all  that  we  have  lieen,  are, 
or  may  be  tryfted  with  from  cruel  enemies  or  pretended 
.  friends,  yet  we  have  no  reafun  to  complain ;  we  are  pu- 
niflied  lefs  than  our  iniquity  ddervcs  ;  Whyfbould  a  liv^ 
ing  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punifloment  of  his  fins  . 
Yea  we  have  ground  to  fay,  ^he  lines  are  fallen  fo  m  in 
pleafant  places,  we  have  a  goodly  heritage :  We  are  ho- 
noured with  a  noble  privilege,  to  be  counted  worthy  to 
fuffer  fljame  and  reproach,  robbing,  fpoiling  and  mar- 
tyring for  the  name  of  precious  Christ, — whereas 
many  have  ardently  dc:^ed  to  give  a  proof  of  their  lov^ 
this  way,  and  have  not  obtained  it ;  For  well  is  that  word 
made  out  inour^days,  He  fends  none  a  warfare  upon  thtfir 
9wn  charges^  Why  fhouki  WQ  fear,  fince  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  be  with  us  both  in  the  fire  and  in  the  water  ? 
Who  would  not  fuffer  with  him  that  they  may  reign  with 
Iiin>  ?  Since  there  is  a  crofs  laid  down  at  cVcry  one's 
door  by  our  Lord,  why  fhould  we  not  take  it  up,  and 
bear  it  for  his  fake,  and  foUow  him  whithcrfoever  he 

goes? 
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goes  ?  for  he  h^th  bought  a  bleiling  to  crofTes  at  a  dear 
rate  ;  our  light  affliction  tvhich  is  but  for  a  moment ^  nvdti^ 
etbfor  us  afar  more  exceeding^  and  eternal  nveigkt  ofgh^ 
ry.  O !  noble^  and  weighty  crown  of  glory,  that  they 
who  endure  to  the  end  get !  Here  is  enough  thou^ 
we  be  under  perfecution  all  our  days,  and  though  the 
yoke  of  oppr^ffioq,  be  wreathed  fafter  about  our  necks  i 
it  fets  us  to  be  filent,  and  not  to  quarrel  at  his  di^enfa- 
tions,  though  they  feem  dark :  And  though  he  fliould 
caufe  us  all  to  fall  in  the  wjldernefs  for  bur  munnurlngB 
and  quarrelings  with  him  ;  what  is  the  matter,  if  he  be 
glorified  ?  Let  us  die  in  the  faith  of  it,  that  he  yfOl  have 
a  Remnant,  in  whom  he  will  be  glorified,  and  a  feed  to 
ferve  him  in  thi3  land^  and  that  he  will  return,  and  dweQ 
among  them. 

This  is  indeed  an  evil  time,  even  a  time  of  JacoVs 
trouble  5  but  here  is  comfort,  he  fhall  be  laved  out  of 
it,  and  the  yoke  ihall  be  broken  from  off  his  neck^  and 
his  bands  wHl  be  burft,  and  ftrangcrs  fhall  no  more  ferve 
themfelves  pf  him.  And  though  it  be  faid  at  this  time^ 
that  Zion  is  an  out*caft,  whom  no  man  feeketh  afto^ 
yet  our  I/)rd  has  promifed  to  rellore  heahh  unto  higr* 
and  heal  her  of  her  wounds.  And  we  may  fay,  to  t^e 
commendation  of  his  g;race,  h^  hath  not  left  us  comfoit- 
lefs,  for  be  is  pleafed  to  go  with  us  through  the  fire,  and 
through  the  waters,  fo  that  we  might  (if  we  could  either 
write,  or  fpeak)  invite  all,  to  come  and  behold  what 
wondrons  works  the  Lord  hath  fhown  to  us,  and  amonig 
us,  that  there  need  none  be  afraid  to  venture  upon  the 
like,  or  worfe  fuffcrrngs  than  thcfe  which  we  have  feen, 
and  are  put  to,  fince  we  can  fay  it  now  from  experieiicc, 
that  he  bears  us  and  our  burdens  both.  And  we  defire 
to  put  a  blaiA  in  his  hand  for  the  future,  and  fay,  A- 
nnen,  to  it,  jf  he  lee  it  fit,  for  the  further  manifcftatipn 
of  the  glory  of  his  free  grace,  and  power,  to  heat  our 
furnace  yet  feven  times  hotter,  if  one,  like  the  Son  of 
man  be  with  us  in  it,  we  have  enough. 

And  dear  Sir,  fince  your  letters  hitherto,  have  been 
fo  refirefhing  and  comfortable,  in  our  fo^ro^7ful  and  dii- 
trelled  cafe  j  we  hope  ye  will  yet  be  pleafed  to  confer 
that  favour  upon  us,  as  to  write,  and  let  us  hear  frpm 
you,  both  for  couhfel,  and  encouragement,  for  we  arc 
hopeful  the  more  that  ye  give  of  this  kind,  yc  fhall  get 
the  more  to  give. 


^S  Auoukt  of  the  Year  1683, 

Thus  recommending  you  to. his  grace,  wlio  walks  a- 
iBBCfog  the  candlefticks,  and  lipids  the  liars  ia  his  right 
_  lumd  J;   We  remain  your, .  Ssft% 

":     ^^BfcrFoed  in  our  name,    and  at  our  appointment 
by  Ss*^. 

It  was  appointed  by  the  meeting,  tliat  the  22d  of  Mav, 
Alc  15th  of  June,  and  13th  of  July,  flxould  be  kept  by 
#«r  Societies,  in  prayer  ;  and  the  next  meeting  to  be  at 
Camtable  upon  Auguft  ift,  to  which  the  coUeftions 
verei^ibe  broug^ht. 

Not  long  after  the  laft  meeting,  there  was  a  deiSgn 
agjuhft  the  prefent  evil  government  in  flngiand  difcovcr- 
cd,  which  had  been  carried  on  by  many,  imd  was  thea 
iKar  to  be  put  in  execution,,  which  made  a  great  noifc 
fftarough  the  three  kingdoms,  and  occafioiied  fcvj/al  per*- 
Ibos  to  be  fcm:hcd  for  and  apprehended,  and  fome  fuf* 
£z,ed  on  that  account. 

About  this  time  fell  out  the  apprehending  of  EarU 
jEazK,.  which  was  not  a  little  aflliiUng  to  the  United  So- 
cieties, not  only  upon  the  account  of  .the  Ipfs  of  fuch  a 
worthy  gentleman,  but  alfo  for  the  feizure  of  the  papers 
that  were  drawn  up,  and  agreed  to,  at  the  laft  meeting  ; 
"Whereby  enemies  came  to  the  knowledge  of  what  was 
id  them,  and  a  ftop  was  put  to  his  going  abroad,  for 
the  end  related  above-,  and  though  fome  endeavour* 
were  maJj  for  his  refcue,  out  of  the  hand*  of  his  ene- 
mies, yet  it  proved  unfuccefsful,.  and  he  continued  apri*. 
loner  a  coiUid^rable  time*. 

According  :o  the  apointment  of  the  meeting  bs^ 
fore,  a  General  Meeting  did  conveen  at  Cm-ntMe  upoit 
the  ift  of  Auguft,  1683.  After  prayer,  and  modelling 
«>f  the  meeting,  they  approved  of  wli^t  was  done  by  tlic 
former  meeting,  and  agreed  ujkmi  fome  reiblutians,  as 
fallows. 

I,  It  was  refolved  \yj  the  meeting  that  a  commiiTioii 
ftould  be  drawn,  lubrcribed,  and  feiit  to  il/r,  Rolwrt 
Homihony  then  at  I^ewarden,  to  the  end  he  might  in- 
JbriTi  Proteftant  reformed  churclies  abroad  of  our  iVato 
and  condition.     The  }aft  meeting  agreed  upon  the  lik^r 

com- 

♦  To  wit,  tUl  the  Revcluiioo. 
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commiflion  to  him,  which  was. fent  with  Earlfimn^  b« 
he  ueing  apprehended,  the  lanie  was  ieizcd,  with  oihcsr 
papers  :  wherefore  this  meeting  (being  very  defirous  t» 
iiave  the  cafe  they  were  contending  andfuffering  for,  and 
their  fad  and  afflifted  cafe  made  known  to  reformed  Pi-o- 
tefrant  churches,  to  the  end  they  might  get  their  iympi^ 
thy)  thought  fit  that  a  new  one  fliould  be  drawn  upj 
which  was  done  and  fent<  And  it  diffiExed  nothing  frouai 
the  former,  fave  as  to  time  and  place  *» 

Likewjie  they  agreed  upon  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hamilto«p 
which  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  and  fent  with  Air, 
William  Nairn.     A  true  copy  of  which  here  foUoTti. 

Much  Honoured  and  Worthy  Sir, 

WE  are  much  concerned  with  you,  and  have  good 
reafon  to  be,  becaufe  we  are  feniible  of  yoiir 
labour  and  pains,  which  you  have  been,  and  arc  ^et  at,  is 
giving  true  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  Lord's  quftr- 
rcl,  which  we  defire  through  God's  ftrength  to  own. 
And  for  die  better  carrying  on  -of  which,  we  have  con- 
d^fcendcd  upon  a  particular  commiffioa  to  you,  thac 
thci-eby,  as  ye  have  been  eminently  aftive  for  truth  al- 
ready 5  fb  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  public  (though  pcr- 
fecutcd)  quarrel,  may  be  further  carried  on  thro*  other 
lands,  and  you  may  be  employed  as  a  mean  in  that  fer-* 
vice ;  for  although  it  be  a  heavy  burden  in  itfelf,  yet  your 
God,  and  our  God,  is  able  fufficiently  to  fit  and  fumiik 
you,  and  all  whomfoever  by  his  providence  he  c^lls  to  fuch 
a  work  and  fervice,  by  giving  hill  expences  to  all  hisfer- 
vants,  and  a  back  for  the  burden  ;  fo  we  declare  that  1x9 
motives  lead  us  to  this,  but  principally  the  further  propa- 
gation of  the  glory  of  God.  And  you  are  to  a£V,  and  cany 
on,  whatfocver  work  of  this  nature,  the  Lord  iliall  put  in 
your  hand,  as  he  fhall  enlighten  you,  according  to  hk 
word,  and  give  fuccefs  in  all  places  where  ye  fhall  taravcL 

Worthy  Sir,  the  carrying  on  of  this,  is  unanimaully 
dciired  by  your  friends,  and  you  to  be  employed  as  an 
inftrument  therein. 

Much  honoured  Sir,  This  comraiflion  was  by  the  laH 
meeting  ordained  to  be  drawn  up,  which  accordingly 
was  (lone,  fubfcribed,  ami  fent  by  the  hand  of  your  ho- 
rourablvf  and  dear  brother,   now  in  bonds  for  Chrllr* 

But 

*  It  k yet  extint,  in  Latin. 
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But  the  Lord  who  orders  alt -things  well,  permitted  the 
fame,  with  feveral  other  papers,  to  fall  into  the  hands 
cf  his  enemies:  And  as  to  the  giving  of  a  new  one,  it 
could  not  be  done  until  this  meeting  :  h  thev  declare 
their  adherence  to  their  former  refolutions,  and  have 
fent  you  thiscommifBon,  written  and  fubfcribed  in  parch- 
ment 5  differing  nothing  from  the  former. 

We  received  a  letter  from  you,  of  the  date  May  24th'' 
laft,  wherein  we  fee  matter  of  rejoicing,  and  alfo  of  for- 
row*  As  we  have  reafon  upon  this  account  to  rejoice 
and  be  glad,  yea  to  fing,  and  give  pii^ife  to  our  God, 
who  is  making  himfelf  luiowxi  as  fuch,  and  his  glorious 
attributes  of  power,  faithfiilnefs,  mercy,  fffr.  to  Ihine, 
in  carrying  on  his  noble  caufe,  over  the  belly  of  fo  great 
difficulties,  and  owning  his  people  fo,  in  the  managing 
thereof;  yea  the  many  flops  that  were  put  in  the  way  of 
our  dear  friend's  (now  Chnft^s  ambaffador's)  ordination^ 
makes  us  hope  that  he  is  a  polifhed  fhaft  in  our  Lord's 
quiver,  and  a  Jo/eph  againfl:  whom  the  archers  have  fore- 
ly  fliot,  and  have  not  prevailed,  and  we  hope  will  not. 
So,  we  have  alfo  reafon  and  ground  of  forrow  and  la-^ 
mentation,  upon  the  account  of  the  carriage  of  thefe 
two  young  men  5  but  what  fliall  we  fay,  but  ftand  ftill 
and  behold  the  woudrous  works  of  our  God,  who  is  even 
fitting  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  filver,  purifying  the 
Ions  of  Levi.  It  becomes  us  therefore  to  be  content^ 
though  but  a  third  part  come  through  the  fire,  fince  it  is 
hhnfelf,  who  is  mafter  of  the  work :  it  is  like  they  will  be 
^Jflyjiones^  and  hewed Jiones^  whom  our  Lord  will  make 
ufe  of,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  fecond  temple  in 
this  land. 

As  to  that  part  of  your  letter,  anent  writing  a  protef- 
tation  againfl  the  Scots  church  at  Rotterdam :  the  fame 
is,  thought  duty :  And  it  is  concluded  that  you  arc  the 
fitted  perfon  to  draw  up  the  fame  j  fo  you  are  humbly 
defired  to  do-itj^  and. fend  the  fame  over  with  the  bear- 
er to  the  next  meeting,  to  be  by  them  confidered.  As 
to  other  things  treated  of  at  this  time,  the  hearer  will 
fufiiciently  acquaint  you,  to  whofe  information  we  re- 
fer you. 

The  meeting  has  defired  me  to  acqiiaint  you  thus  far, 
in  their  name.  So  wilhing  you  all  happmels  in  the 
tor  J,  I  reft, 

much  hcnoured  Sir, 

scar  tnoji  humble  Servant. 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 
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?.  5.  Friends  in  Glafgow  defired  me  to  write  to 
'T0U|  to  fend  them  notice  what  is  become  of  the 
book  of  Mr.  Cargiirs,  apd  Mr«  Cameron's  fermons; 
if  it  be  corre£Vedy  and  put  to  the  prefs.  And  that 
they  have  another  book  to  be  fent,  wherein  are 
many  choice  heads  of  copied  fermons  from.  Mr. 
John  Welwood's  own  hand. 


fnrni  the  honourahle  Mr.  Robert  Hamiltoni   to  fonie 
Friends  in  Scotland* 

Leewarden^  May.  24th,  X(i83« 

Right  henwrnhli  tihd  dear  Brethren^ 

I  HOUGH,  as  the  Lord  knows,  t  have  been  often 
made  to  defire  and  fefolve  upon  a  cottage  in  the 
rnefs,  yet  it  has  feemed  good  in  his  eyes,  to  have 
n)e  otherways  employed,  and  kept  up,  not  only  at  home, 
but  in  all  places  of  m^  pilgrimage^  as  a  beacon  on  the 
top  of  a  monntain,  aud  a  witnels  for  hid  precious  and 
Wmrable  caufe,  intereft  and  people,  agalnft  all  his  and 
*rir  enemies,  whether  cOunt^-men  or  ftratl^ers :  and, 
however,  my  real  infufficiency  and  great. emptinefs  did 
often  terrify  and  afiright  me,  at  firft  fight,  to  venture 
Qpcm  fo  great  and  fo  hot  encounters,  as  I  have  been 
^ed  with  s  vet  he,  \a  his  great  love  and  infinite  con* 
^kfcendency^  ipared  no  pains,  (as  forfooth,  Iiiave|;ieenL 
fomewhat,  and  could  have  done  fomcthing  for  him)  once 
toaDure  me,  and  next,  as  it  were,  to  give  my  confent  to 
the  fervicc.  And  when  he  did  let  me  find  (O  !  wonder 
of  woadcrt !)  in  fome  m^fure  what  he  would  do  for  his 
own  name's  lake,  in  abundantly  furnHhing,  wonderful- 
ly leading  oq,  and  honourably  bringing  me  ofi^;  that,  O 
Praife  to^lftiriorious  name  !  he  made  it  often,  not  only 
^nijhlifltfmyfelf,  but  ;idmirable  to  onlookers,  and 
^e  greatelrdf  my  enemies :  for  once  having  ent.?red  and 
got  me  to  a  cheerful  fubmifiion,  and  rejoicing  ii>  his  will 
^d  way,  I  may  fjy,  1  had  often'  no  more  ado,  but  to 
Mndfiilt^  andjie  his  falvation:  and  though  he  ufed  hk 
own  way  in  correfting  my  iintowardnefs  and  mifbelief ; 
1%  0  my  friends  !  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  world  cojikl 
'icvcr  di(cem  it.  O  what  am  1,  fuch 'a  lump  of  fin, 
^at  ever  was  counted  worthy  to  be  fo  dealt  with,  and 
^^'^^itifed  with  fuchfwect^  fiiig^ared,  and  honourable  tods  v 
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no  left  than  the  golden  rod  where\y^ith  our  lovely  Lor  J, 
heir  of  the  inhcritai^ce,  was  ftricken  with .  Courage,  my 
honourable  brethren,  your  chafihgs,  wanderings  fight- 
ings, and  contendings  for  matchlefs,  O  roatclilefe  Him  I 
cannot  but  be  infinitely  more  glorious  than  all  the  paint- 
ed, crowned  vanities  of  the  world  i  O  they  bear  their  re- 
ward with  them,  that  the  worTd  knows  not  of ;  jind  no 
wonder,  whien  dealt  out  by  fuch  a  lovely  hand,  and  im 
the  fight  of  fuch  a  noble  General,  who  deals  ou*  to  every 
man  his  pofl,  and  hi^  blows,  and  furnifhes  accordingly ; 
and  is  mofl  concerned  himfelf  in  the  battle,  and  in  the 
carriage  of  his  own,  that  they  may  be  all  honourable,  and 
receive  the"  crown,  and  the  noble  preparations  of  eter- 
nal glory  with  himfelf  thro«gh  eternity,  which  he.  has 
laid  up  and  purchafed  with  his  own  bToocl. '  O  contfnue^- 
continue  ta  the  end  5  and  he  and  you  fhall  once  jucfgc 
the  tyrants,  and  the  furious  bulls  of  Bafixttn  here  below  ^ 
keep  by  him,  and  ye  fhall  get  the  vwEtery,  y-ea,  aad  be 
more  than  conquerors. 

.  Now^  my  Chriflian  friends^  haykg  this  fo  noble  oc- 
cafiofl  i  I  could  riot  but  give  you  fome  fiirtall  accotmt,.  as 
to  the  LordV  leading,  in  and  through  this  great  and 
lafl  piece  of  fc^vice,  n©t  knowing  but  it  may  te  the  lafl 
edition  of  lervice  to  you  and  the  land  that,  ever  I  fliall 
be  honoured  to  perform  ;  as  alfo,  hoping  it  might  be 
for  yotir  encouraghig  and  rtrengthening,'  and  a  mea;n  to 
endear  you  to  the  bearer.  And,  I  hope,  tiirx)ugh  the 
grace  of  God,  the  gre^tt  MalVer  of  the  affi;mbliesy  his 
cmbaflage  and  mafter-like  furniture,  fliall  Be  more  than 
ableto  commend  him  unto  you  all.  And,  I  have  been  made 
to  think,  if  he  might  be  the  fii-fl  flone  of  our  new  build<«' 
ing :  and  indeed  to  fbme  in  this  place,  hi»  firfl  fermon 
was  to  tbem,  as  the  laying  the  foundation  of  the  fecond 
temple,  wieping  and  rejoicing.  But  however  it  be,  I 
hope  the  Lord  fhall  get  great  glory  by  it,,  ttfll^jret  more 
and  more  approve^  as  he  hath  hitherto  doripfti  a  won* 
derfiiliwajlr.     But,^  '* 

As  to  the  Lord*s  preparing  and  leading  me  on  to  this 
work,  it  was  thus :  He  hath  been  pleafed  femetimes 
..(praife,  O  praife  to  his  name  I)  to  condiefcend  to  me  a 
poor  worm,  to  let  me  feeibmething  of  his  flately  goings 
and  managements  in  thi»  Jay,  as  his  working  out  of  his 
moft  noble  and  mofl  intricate  pieces  of  fervice,  through 
poor  defpifed  means  wid  fecklefs  inflruments,  and  that 
hoth  oi  the  minifters  and  others ;  as  alfo^  his  moCt  glo- 
rious 
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rions  viAories  obtained  of  the  enemies^  ^wfa^n  feemingly 
th^  were  moft  conquering ;  as  alfo^  making,  many  as 
prophets  in  and  for  his  home^  giving  warriiag  of  the  tri- 
als that  were  to  come,  aad  partly  as  come^,  and  of  the 
defe<5lions,  with  grea^  bleffings  on  them  that  fhould 
faithfully  ftand  out  ^  indeed,  Balaam^hkCf  the  moft  of 
them,  and  now,  all  of  them  in  the  enemies  -camp,  are 
fla,ting  themfelves  as  head  of  the  rebels,  and  chief  in  the 
rebellion  againft  thefe,  who  through  the  blefling  of  the 
liOrd,  took  with  the  warning,  and  are  to  this  day  ftand- ' 
ing  6ithfully  to  their  poft;  as  alfo,  his  making  the 
greatcft  of  our  enemies  (even  when  our  Eliafis  were  tak- 
ea  away)  on  their  death-beds,  confirming  to  the  rem- 
nant in  being  their  own  heralds,  denouncing  the  righ-  • 
teoiis  judgments  of  God  againil  themfelves  and  their 
pot^eritj  J  and  in  all,  vindicating  the  poor  wreftling 
remnant,  whom  they  in  their  health  delighted  to  butch- 
er, and  bre^ithing  out  thejr  lafi,  foretelling  the  glorious 
(^:iYS  that  diould  be  yet  in  Scotlafjdy  with  the  raifing  that 
buried-like  ^aufe  again ;  as  alfo,  his  righteous  judgment, 
and  holy  juftice,  in  taking  the  difcipline  of  hi«  own  houfe 
cut  of  the  hands  of  the  perfidions  fhepherds,  who,  at 
their  beft,  in  a  terrible  manner  miiemployed  it.  O  what 
Gidtclj  goings,  doing  more  as  to  the  diicoycry  of  jugglers, 
mockers^  and  hypocrites,  tlian  the  wit  of  man  could 
have  done  in  a  genewtion  j  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  in 
a  fpecial  way  It  reaehes  thefe  who  looked  upon  them- 
felves, and  would  have  others  to  do  fo,  as  above  all  re- 
proof and  cenfures  5  fo  that  if  any  poor  thing  out  of  a 
lioly  zeal  and  tendemefs,  h^d  but  ventured  to  reprove  a 
jninifter,  it  was  as  lefc-majefly,  and  no  more  peace  for 
them.  O  then  the  righteoufiriefs  of  God !  let  us  fall  in 
Jove  with  it,  and  his  infinite  love  in  managing  of  that 
which  was  fo  gricvoufly  mifmanaged  ;  and  in  fo  wealing 
oat  our  rods,  that  he  that  runs  may  read  our  fin  in  our 
judgment ;  for  how  has  he  ftirred  up  one  within  our- 
felvcs,  blafphemoufly  cloathing  himfelf  with  that  fuprc- 
piacy,  to  drive  out  and  punifh  (and  he  fliall  yet  punllh 
in  another  way  than  ever)  for  that  hoi:rid  fupremacy 
that  did  rage  in  our  beft  times  amongft  profeflbrs,  and 
efpecially  minifters,  and  this  day  doth  as  faft  cleave  to 
them  and  the  generation  as  ever.  O  glorious !  O  ftate- 
Jy  goings  !  who  notwithftanding  that  he  hides  himfelf, 
yet  abundantly  flicws  that  he  is  God  and  King  of  Jacoh^ 
though  riding  upon  an  afsy  and  upon  a  colt  the  fok  of  an 
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gt/Sf  yet  king  of  Zhn,  and  mafter  of  rejoicing  to  all  this" 
daughters  thereof,     O  noble  ground  of  rejoichig,  wheq 
he  gives  out  the  order,  and  tunes  the  inftfument  for 
that  effeft,  when  it  neither  can  nor  will  mifgive.     And 
O !  unfpeakable  love  and  teyidemefs !  in  keeping  up  hi- ' 
therto  a  remnant,  witneffing*  and  contending  as  nobly ' 
and  valiantly  this  day  as  ever ;  having  it  to  declare  be-« 
fore  the  world,  that  they  have  hitherto  lacked'nothing ;  • 
and  no  wopder,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  in  a  fpecial  way' 
the  credit  of  our  Lord,  fo  to  fpeak,  is  engaged  for  th^t 
land,  and  for  you,  who  hayc  fo  eminently  vent\ired  foul- 
und  body  in  his  hand, 

.  Now^  thus  as  Xq  his  preparing  of  me ;   next  as  to  his 
leading  of  me. 

When  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Rennvick  came  laft  over, 
I  vas  very  inquifitive  (being  for  a  long  time  greatly 
weighted  with  that  bufinefs)  to  know  of  two  things  frmn 
him.  ift^  How  it  was  betwixt  him  and  the  Lord,  as  to 
his  ftate  and  intereft.  idljj  As  to  his  inward  encourage* 
ment  and  call  from  the  Lord  as  to  his  undertaking  in 
that  great  work  of  the  miniftry.  To  both  which  I  had 
great  fatisfaftion  from  him :  as  alfo,  of  his  lively  uptak-t 
mgs  of  the  Lord's  way  with  his  church  and  people  in  this 
day,  all  which  were  engaging  to  me.  After  his  parting 
with  me,  and  going  to  Groningen^  I  was  mside  to  ^ear^ 
9s  it  were  continually  in  my  ears.  By  whom  fiali  Jacob 
arifiy  for  he  is  veryffnaU  f  'Wherewith  for  a  time  1  was 
greatly  weighted,  till  it  pleafed  tlie  Lord,  after  the  fame 
manner,  to  give  me  the  other  word,  as  I  thought  an  an* 
fwer  of  the  former  1;  Not  by  mighty  nor  hy  power j  but  by 
my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord.  And  by  thisi  the  Lordj  as  it 
were,  anew  again,  let  me  fee  his  glorious  and  ftately 
dealings,  after  the  fame  manner  as  formeriy,  viz.  his  go» 
ing  by  that  which  the  world  calls  great  partSy  learning,^ 
policy,  and  worldly  wifdom,  and  the  idoU  of  this  gene- 
ration ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  has  had  them,  and  to  this 
day  has  them,  all  muflered  againft  him  ;  and  O  the  no^ 
ble  foils  they  have  gotten  already,  and  that  by  the  world'51 
fools,  from  babes  and  fucklings  trained  up  in  Chrift's 
fchool.  While  I  lay  again  wonderfully  led  in,  and  won- 
dering at  thefe  things,  I  received  a  line  from  our  friend 
Mr.  Renwkky  \yith  a  ihort  account  of  a  notable  piece  of 
foul  exercife  he  was  in  at  that  prefent,  which  was  after 
this  manner.     <<  (To  the  prjufc  pf  his  free  grace  I  muft 

•*  fjKak; 
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<<^fpeak  it)  when  fie  helps  me  dther  to  pray  or  meditatei 

<<  he  is  not  wanting ;  but  in  other  things  I  d<t  not  find 

f*  him.    However,  I  think  this  may  be  the  caufe  of  it, 

« I  cannot  win  to  ufe  and  keep  them  in  tlieir  own  places  : 

<'  hut  there  are  fome  things  good  in  themfelvesj  and 

«  good  when  made  a  right  ufe  of;  but  to  me  th6y  are  as 

«*  huPf  armour  to  David,  I  can  put  them  on,  but  I  can- 

"  not  walk  with  them ;  and  I  cannot  fay  but  I  could  put 

"them  on,  unlefs  I  Ihould  lie  of  the  Lord,  who,  (blef* 

^'fed  be  hb  name)  hath  given  me  in  fome  meafure,  a 

«dlfjpofition.'' 

After  the  reading  over  of  his  letter,  I  found  my  heart 

>  greatly  tyed  to  him,  and  was  brought  into  a  pieafant 

fame  and  calmnefs  of  fpirit .     But  again,  in  two  or  three 

days,  I  was  brought  into  great  perplexities  for  the  cafe  of 

the  diurch  in  general,  and  more  efpecially  for  my  mo- 

ther*diurch ;  but  I  thought  I  found  always  my  former 

ibbtion  founding  within  me,  and  that  with  great  power, 

Soot  fo  as  perfectly  to  calm  me  ^  till  fome  days  after 
.  Henmfick  wrote  another  letter  to  my  filler  concerning 
Us  foul's  cafe,  which  I  alfo,  as  the  Lord  helped  me,  rc- 
taned  my  thoughts  of.     And  the  evening  after,  going 
onttQwalk,  I  was  ftrongly  overpowered  with  the  im- 
pwffioa  that  Mr.  R^nivick  was  prefently  to  be  ordained, 
>Qd  that  I  muft  lay  out  myfelf  therein  \  and  as  I  thought, 
wiq  to  great  certainty,  that  whs^tever  difficulties  Ihould 
''c  1ft  the  way,  they  ihould  be  removed ;  for  he  himfelf 
ftould  concern,  himfelf  in  it.     While  thus,  I  went  to 
our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Bracksl^  and  laicl  out  the  whole 
^%  to  him )  who  no  fooner  heard  of  it,  biit  was  as  one 
^\  of  himfelfi  with  the  great  fatisfadlion  and  joy  he  had 
^  it,  which  helped  to  my  ftrengthening*     Whereupon 
^c  reiblved  to  write  prefently  to  Mr.  Remvick,  anent  it, 
^  that  without  the  leaft  thoughts  or  relation  to  the  o- 
thcr  two  \  and  having  but  fmall  time,  we  wrote  but  in 
fliort  to  him  ;  which  letter  you  may  fee  from  himfelf,  as 
it  came  to  his  hands :  he  fhewed  it  to  the  other  two  ; 
*iiQ,  on  what  grounds  I  know  not,  refolved  to  concern 
themfelves  alike  in  the  affair  as  if  the  letter  had  been 
written  to  all  of  them.     And  after  fome  days,  Mr.  Reti* 
Vfici  fent  us  a  very  fatisfying  and  refrelhing  letter,  for 
otur  encouragement  to  move  further  in  it ;  as  alfo,  the 
other  two  pretending  the  fame  clearnefs,  wrote  to  me 
thereanent,  which  indeed  was  both  furprifing  and  weigh-- 
ty  to  me,  on  many  accounts;  for  the  Lord,  {xom.  m^ 

VQrv 
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vpry  firft  hea^ ingof them  named^  led  me  in  a  cjuite  con- 
trary way  a»  to  them  than  tp:  th^'  other,  \  and  I  think  I 
am  not,  and  ^las  for  it,  difappointed  by  any  of  them> 
turn  as  they  "will. 

Now,,  as  to  the  difBcultics.  I  had  -tp  wreftle  with,  and 
our  Lord's  noble  managing  of  his  pwn  cau&,  and  poor 
itorms  conc(;rned  in  it,  it  was  thus  j  ly?.  Our  friend  Mr. 
Srachely  had  not  otily  a  great  inclination,  bi^t  told  me^ 
after  the  receiviug  pf  the  letters,  that  he  was  fully  deter-r 
jBined, .  jthat  they  fhould  all  of  them  be  ordained  at  Emb'^ 
den  ;  which  I  durft  not  confent  to  5  for  the,  maiii  m^a 
ii^tended  to  have  the  manag^xi^ent  of  it  was  Cocceian  in 
bis  judgment,  tho'  he  feemingly  pretended  ptherwife,' 
however  I  could  not  get  him  off  that,  A^^r^w/rcafon, 
as  I  told  him,  of  my  being  againft  it,  was  that  fince  the 
Lord  bad  moved  Groningen  to  own  us,  and  to  fliew  kind* 
TSk&ik  tp  us  in  our  low  eikate^  we  could  not  p^fs.by  them, 
without  firft  giving  them  the  offer^  However,  nothing 
could  prevail,  and  we.  were  likp  to  lofe  our  friend  in  it  ^ 
as  ilfo,  others  of  mv  friends  at.  Leewardtn^  who  would 
Qot  condefcend  to  let  me  go  frpm  them.  Yet  I  dvurft 
TSko/t  yield,  i>€ither  durfi  I  ftay,  bat  as  I  had  done  form* 
eriy,  ventured  piyfelf  on  my  fwcet,  rich,  and  lovelv,  and 
p  kind  Lord's  hand,  who  never  failed  mc  j  yea,  was  ay 
better  than  his  promife ;  when  tliey  faw  I  was  coming  a-* 
way,  Mr.  Brackel  promifed  to  follow  me  withiu  fome 
days,  3nd  gave  me  a  letter  to  one  of  the  miiiiftcrs,  (which 
was  all  the  recommendation  I  had  from  msn)  defiring 
me  tp  deliver  if  to  one  of  the  minifters  at  Gron ingest ^  prp-» 
Tiding  he  was  ^ny  thing  acquainted  by  friends  at  Grorihi- 
gen  of  my  defign  of  coming  th^rc  ;  and  finding  them  4II. 
lirangcrs  to  it,  Irefolved  as  to  my  recommendation,  tP 
caft  myfelf  on  tire  Lord,  and  not  to  deliyer  my  letter 
lintil  Mr.  Braohel  came  himfelf,  thinking  it  might  be  ^ 
mean  to  engage  him  the  more  for  us,  AVhcn  he  came, 
I  told  him  my  refolutions  as  to  Embden  were  the  fjime  as 
formerly,  and  that  I  was  rather  confirmed  than  altered. 
Laying  got  further  notice  from  one  of  the  profcffors  in 
the  place,  that  Embden  was  not  fo  pure  in  fome  things, 
^fpeciaUy  as  to  the  n>agiftrate*s  ufurpiition,  as  Gvonifigen  ; 
snd  withal  begging  he  might  propol'c  it  to  the  miniilcrs 
in  GrMtngen,  which  he  didj  who  told  him,  that  it 
might  be  done  well,  and  with  great  fccrecy  by  the  pro- 
f^rflibrs  of  the  college,  which  fatisfied  our  friend  greatly  ; 
who  alone  laid  down  the  whole  way  gf  it  with  tlicm, 

who^ 
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trho,  after  his  acquainting  me  of  It,  departed  dut  of  the 
town,  leavHig  me  to  manage  what  he  had  pr6pofed  aiki 
€onclude4. 

But,  before  I  go  further,  I  fhall  giye  a  fliort  account 
of  ]\Ir*  iWf;/ and  Mr.  Jbojd :  So  fooft  as  f  came  to  the 
town,  I  exaroirted  all  of  them  feverally,  but  really  1  could 
find  no  fatlsfaftion  in  any  of  them,  faVe  in  our  friend. 
Mr.  Pltnty  I  found  him  Abating  and  unftabie :  as  for. Mir. 
B^ydj  Mr.  Flint  informed  me  aiid  the  reft  very  fadty  of 
him j  both  of  his  untendernefs  in  his .  walk,  and  uiiac- 
quaintednefs  in  our  cafe ;  that  he  was  not  only  ignorant 
OT  nfucji  gf  if,  but  taken  up,  for  the  moft  pan,  with  thcf 
arguments  of  the  adverniries,,a  defending  againft  hisln-e-^ 
fhren  :  tho*  indeed  I  did  meet  with  jxo  gr,eat  difappoint- 
mcnt j  yet  on  many  accounts  it  ^vas  trying,  an4  nwny 
•were  our  fears,  as  to  acquainting  him  vith  our  refoiuti- 
ons,  in  not  letting  Wm  pals  at  jthe  tmie.  Hbjr^er,  whot 
wc  wan  to  be  politive  in  it,  and  ftated  upon  fuch  nobte 
groili^d^  as  not  daring  to  lay  his  haufe  with  fuch  ftones^ 
bfc.  the  Lord  removed  that  difficulty,  wonderfully,  and 
made  ftfr.ifoj^i/ not. p^^  omit,,  bitt 

alfoj  confirmed  others  as  to  their  duty  in  wh^t  they  hj((l 
done.  STow,  I  fay,  thjls, bring  done,  ^d  oiir  worthy 
friend  Mtl  Brackei  out  of  town,  I  went  to  the  chief  pi*o- 
fcfibr,  and  confering  of  our.bt^finefs  with  him,  \  found 
xtcoutf  not  be'done  wijthotit  the  couairrence  of  another 
brother-profeffq^  of  liis,  who  was  a  profeffed  Cocceian  ;  and 
nfing.firc^c^m  with  Kim,  to  "tell  him  my  fcruples ;  he 
aniwercd  me,  that  thu  otter  was  but  to  examine,  and 
not  lay  on  h artels  :  I  afked,  if  it  Could  be  done  without 
him  \  who.faid;,  no  r  then  I  told  him  poptiveJy,  that  we 
could  :ncn  admit  of  it  in  fuch  a  way ;  his  being  prcfent, 
viz»  a  Corri?/^;?^  was  eflEeiytf  alto  the  ordination.  ,  Sopart- 
mg  from,  tftepi,  with  .this  refolution,  to  write  ta  Mr. 
Brackei  what  was  next  to  be  done,  and  acquaint  him 
with  the  cafe  ;  fo  writing  to  him  5  he  coujd  fte  no  haz- 
ard in  tjiat  way :  However^  if  I  could  not  grant  it,  there 
was  a  neceffity  yet  ta  refolve  upon  Emhden :  and  there 
was  a  ftrange  providence  in  his  letter  ;  for  In  the  end  of 
IX y  ta  make  me  come  over  niy  former  fcruple,  he  tcllj? 
me,  that  fie  could  afTlire  me,  unlefs  I  had  a  full  teibmo- 
ny  from  all  .the  profefibrs  of  Oronifigen  to  the  mlnifters 
of  Rwbdm  for  the  ftiidcnts,  they  could  not  be  owned 
there.  This  Avas  a  mean  to  clear  me  the  more,  that 
Jimiden  was  not  the  place  that  the  Lord  fcraaed  lo  be 
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then  calling  us  unto,  fince  wc  could  no  more  accept  cjf 
the  Coccetanh  recommendation  than  ordination,  as  it  was 
then  circumftantiate.     So  that  matters  again  feemed 

.worfe  than  ever,  being  likely  to  have  both  Etnbdeu  and 
the  whole  profeiTors,  and' others  our. friends^. againft  us. 
But  pur  Lord  was  then  at  hand,  who  had  determined  o* 
therwife ;    that  when  I  went  again  to  Mr,  Johannes  a  . 
Marh^  the  honeft  profeflbr,  and  to  one  of  the  miniftersy 

^and  told  them  our  caie,  and  the  weighcinefs  of  it,  and 
that  there  was  no  other  thing  before  our  eyes  iQ  it,  but 
the  glory  of  God,  and  durft  do  no  other  way  than  what 
we  had  told.  So  begging  they  would  by  it  to  heart, 
and  take  it  upon  them  to  prevail  with  the  clailis,  that 
they  would  take  it  in  hand,  which,  to  the  great  admira-> 
tion  of  {bmc  of  us,  they  undertook  moft  willingly.  How* 
ever  the  profcflpr  called  for  their  tcftimonies,  (for  th^ 
were  to  have  his  alfoio  the  cl^iilis)  and  which  was  ob« 
iervable,  all  were  miffing  fave  Mr.  RenwcVsy  which  was 
to  the  fore  by  a  fpecial  jwovldence,  having  got  it  in  my 
hand  but  fome  few  days  before.  When  the  profeffbr  did 
fee  it,  he  was  willing  to  take  it  off  our  band,  but  one  of 

•  the  minifters  being  then  prefent,  told  it  would  never  pafs 
before  the  claffis ;  fo  I  told  them,  that  it  could  not  be 
expend,  confidering  the  tofled  cafe  of  our  churchy  that 
it  could  be  in  fuch  a  drefs  and  order  as  otherwife  were  to 

.  be  defired  \  and  the  profeffor  owned  me,  and  backed  me 
in  it.  So  that  both  faid,  iince  it  was  io^  they  thought 
my  teftimony,  with  Mr.  Brackets^  to  the  claffis,  ay  on* 

■  til  another  was  procured,  were  fuiHcient  \  which  I  could 
not  refufe,  and  it  was  of  the  Lord  in  a  ipecial  way. 
However,  there  lay  a  trial  to  me  in  it,  which  was. very 
great,  viz.  to  have  a  fpecial  hand  in  Mr.  Flinf^  paffing, 
the  tefiimony  being  laid  fo  to  my  door ;  and  conlldering 
how  the  Lord  had  led  me,  and  I  thought,  by  all  difpen- 
fationf?,  was  even  leading  me  by  him ;  as  alfo,  from  what 
I  was  difcovering  in  him,  it  was  to  me  a  fore  ftrait  \  for 
he,  on  the  other  hand,  was  preffing  it  violently.  Where- 
upon, I  went  to  him,  and  fpake  in  private  to  him,  an- 
ent  the  biiiinefs,  with  great  tendemefs,  figniiying  the 
weightinefs  thereof ;  as  alfo,  how  the  Lord  icemed  every 
way  to  difcountrnance  his  palling  •,  for,  as  to  myfelf,  I 
told  him,  I  could  give  him  no  encouragement  to  it ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  from  the  firft  time  that  I  had  feen  him 
and  Mr.  Bo^dy  I  was  made  to  tremble  at  their  coming  o- 

ver 
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vcr  upon  fiich  a  defign.  As  alfo,  that  the  letter  tliut 
Mr,  Brackel  and  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Renwich  was.  110  ways 
deiigned  for  him  :  and  alfo  of  the  mifling  of  his  teftimo* 
niaK  However,  I  told  him,  if  he  had  the  Lord's  call  to 
it,  as  he  wrote  to  me,  thefe  might  all  be  but  as  trials 
a'.Kl  fpurs  in  his  way.  However  1  again  begged  him,  as 
he  loved  his  own  foul,  that  he  would  not  venture  on 
fiich  a  weighty-work  rafhly.  Notwithftanding  of  all,  he 
faid  he  would  go  forward :  So  I,  not  without  great  hea-* 
vinefs  of  mind,  was  forced  to  countenance  him  ;  and  fo 
going  firft  to  the  profeffor  for  his  teftimony,  I  wrote  next 
for  our  wdSrthy  Mr*  BrackePs,  which  he  prefently,  and 
moft  chearfiilly  fent  me  ;  after  thefe  were  had,  and  the 
day  of  the  claflis  came,  being  delivered  to  them,  tliejr 
were  fuftained  valid  9  and  after  Mr.  Fiittt  had  a  little 
luurangue  before  them,  they  were  fent  out  a  little,  and 
the  cl^is  taking  our  caufe  into  consideration,  after,  Arfk. 
one  of  the  minifters  rifing  up,  and  laying  it  openly  out, 
and  then  another^  all  of  tiicm,  with  tears,  cried  out.  It 
is  the  LoixL's  caufe,  and  coA  what  it  would,  if  all  the 
kings  of  the  earth  were  againft  it,  they  would  go  on  in 
it.  And,  vliich  is  obfervable,  one  of  them  aiking.  How 
it  came  we  paiTed  by  the  profeRbrs,  and  took  not  ordi- 
nation from  them  i  another  of  themfelves  rofe  up,  and 
from  that  took  occaiioix.  to  lay  out  the  government  and 
difcipline  of  our  church  *,  and  that  it  was  inconfiftent 
with  our  noble  order  to  take  fuch  a  courfe,  and  that 
ve  were  much  to  be  encouraged  for  it.  Another  that 
Tvas  a  depute  of  the  general  fynod,  defired  to  be 
excufed,  &r  he  feared  he  could  not  attend,  it  being  ut 
fuch  a  diflance where  he  lived  from  the  place;  the  reft 
of  his  brethren,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  fcocd  up,  and 
requefted  that  no  coil,  pains  nor  cliarges  might  be  look- 
ed unto  in  fuch  a  noble  caufe  ;  whereupon  he  confefiVd 
that  it  was  fo.  It  being  alfo  the  cuftom  of  that  place, 
that  every  one  tlvit  piified  mufc  pay  twenty  guilder j  kt 
the  public  ufe  of  the  church ;  the  brethren  jointly  declar- 
ed fh?.t  they  would  be  at  all  the  charge  themfelves.  O 
dear  friends,  prali'e  him !  pr^ife  him  !  who  has  been  ft> 
mindful  of  us  in  our  low  eilate.  And  after  all  this,  cal- 
ling them  in  again,  they  received  them  in  a  moil  friendly 
way,  as  n-.-ver  hitherto  had  been ;  their  injunctions  diir 
friend  himfelf  will  fnow  you.  But  what  Is  alio  remark- 
able, that  Mr.  F/i/ji  in  his  harangue,  r;ave  an  open  tefti- 
mony againft  all  the  forms  and  enormities  in  their  church.. 
O  wondcrfjJ  guiding  and  leid'ng  of  the  Loi  d ! 
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Uo^f  after,  all  thefe  wondrous  ways  of  the  Lord  with 
us,  it  might  have  been  expelled  that  we  riiould  have  been 
more  knit  to  one  another,  more  ferious,^  tender,  and 
zealous  than  everr  However,  on  the  contrary,  Mr. 
F/mt  ftrikes  in  with  his  old  antagonift,  he  had  informed 
fo  againft,  and  ftates  himfelf  moft  bitterly  againft  our 
friend  Mr.  Renivickj  to  the  great  grief  of  friends,  and 
ftumbling  of  ftrangers,  who  were  witneffes  to  it.  When 
it  came  to  my  ears^  however  heavy  his  carriage  was  to 
me,.efpecially  conCderingthe  Gircumftances,.yet  Ithought 
it  wa&  not  without  the  fiiigular  providence  of  God,  who 
had  permitted  him  to  kythe  and  difcover  himfelf  before 
he  came  a  greater  length :  as  alfo  I  thought  I  had  now 
fair  grounds  to  flop  his  going  on  any  further  in  that  fo- 
great  a  work ;,  fo  I  fent  for  our  worthy  friend  G.  H. 
(who  has  been  greatly  encouraging  to  me  fince  he  came 
over,  and  a  great  help  to  me)  and  for  Mr.  Flinty  and  in 
all  tenderneis  to-  lay  it  to  him  wh^t  an  extraordinary 
work  he  was  about,  and  how  extraordinary  his  call  ta 
the  land  was,,  and  the  way  of  his  now  defigning  ta  re- 
turn ;  and  that  in  all,  I  thought  it  required  more  than 
an  ordinary  cafe>  frame  and  walk,  of  which  I  could  fee 
no  evidences  in  him*  While  I  was  to  go  on  in  my'  dil- 
courfe,^  he  interrupted  me,  falling  out  in  great  bitter- 
nefs,  declaring  he  would  no  more  meddle  in  it  v  and 
that  he  was  pofitive,  that  upon  no  account  he  would  ga 
on  in  the  work,  nor  go  home  with  our  friend  Mr.  Ren^ 
wick  A    giving  thefe  for  his  three  unreafonaWe  reafons ; 

1.  He  faid,  he  was  fure  he  would  never  agree  with  him» 

2.  Becaufe  he  faid.  He  {viz,  Mr.  Renwici)  did  read  to» 
little.  3.  Becaufe  of  his  fpirit  of  fupremacy  he  fhewed 
in  Scotland.  I  aiked  him,  why  he  could  not  agree  with 
him  ?  He  could  gave  no  reafon.  As  ta  the  fecond,  I 
alked  him,  if  be  did  not  read,  I  defired  to  know  how  he 
fpent  his  time  ?  If  in  prayer,  or  meditating,  or  any  o- 
liier  way  ?  He  anfwered,  he  durft  not  but  think  he  was 
much  in  that  exercife.  To  which  I  anfwered,  thefe 
were  the  ftudies  in  this  day  moft  accompliftiing  for  e- 
very  work,  and  efpecially  the  work  m  hand.  And  for 
his  laft,  he  could  alfo  give  no  ground  for  it.  After  1 
had  got  this  from  his  owti  mouth,  I  thought  we  were 
fairly  loofed  from  doing  any  more  with  him,  and  then 
we  fent  for  Mr.  Renivicky  who  came  j  and  we  gave  him 
before  Mr.  F/ifity  a  relation  of  what  had  palled ;  who 
Would  have  paf&d  frona  fome  things  that  he  aiibrted, 

yet 
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yet  adhering  to  his  non-paffing  at  that  time,  but  to  .ftay 
a  longer  time,  and  another  occaiion  :  fo  having  prayed, 
I  again  begged  him  to  lay  things  to  heart ;  how  the  Lord 
was  provoked ;  and  prefled,  that  whether  he  ftaid  or 
went,  they  might  be  as  one  heart.  However,  when  he 
went  home,  he  fignified  to  all,  his  refolutions  to  ftay, 
and  bought  books  ;it  a  ftrange  rate,  and  fet  himfelf  to 
learn  the  Dutchy  and  went  without  advertifing  any  of 
us,  to  the  DuUh  kirk  on  the  Ijord's  day,  and  was  pr» 
fent  at  all  their  forms  without  the  leaft  refentment ;  all 
fad  tokens.  And  as  before  he  had  joined  hand  in  hand 
vith  Mr.  Boyd  againft  Mr.  Renwich^  now  again  his  paf- 
Tion  turned  into  ks  old  channel  againft  Mr-  Bcydy  which 
is  wrp.thJike. 

Now,  dear  Brethren,  I  ftand  aftoniflied,  and  wonder 
how  we  are  now  again  put  to  it ;  for  he  had  received  the 
j'irofeffor's  teftimony,  with  Mr.  Brackets  ;  as  alfo  his  be- 
ing before,  and  haranguing  before  the  claflis  :  fo  that  it 
•tlireatened  no  lefs  than  a  fad  blow  to  all  the  beginnings 
und  after  expectations  in  that  place  ;  as  alfo  to  the  caufc 
5tnd  whole  remnant  at  home  •,  as  alfo  to  put  a  ftop  to  our 
friend's  paffinir.  This  coft  fore  fighting  and  wreftling, 
■though  indeed  Mr.  Flint  and  Mr.  Boyd  ^vere  no  more 
concerned  io  k  than  no  fuch  thing  hnd  been  ;  but  on 
!the  contrary,  evidenced  tokens  of  their  fatisfa<^ion  with- 
al ;  as  alfo,  in  their  expe£ling  a  ftop  as  to  our  friend'^j 
pairing.  At  laft  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Brachel^  advertifing  him 
that  we  thought  Mr.  Flint  could  not  pnfs :  and  with  his 
anfwer  I  was  yet  more  difcournged  than  ever,  prcfling 
me  ^y  all  al-gumentn,  that  he  fhould  pafs  •,  and  if  he  did 
«ot,  how  prejudicial  it  would  be  to  the  caufe,  and  fuch 
]ike.  Now,  (which  made  our  cafe  heavier)  we  durft  not 
vent  ourfelves  fo  freely  to  ftrangers  as  w^  would,  fearing 
■the  confequences  that  might  follow.  Jlowever,  tra- 
velling in  theie  difiiculties  until  time  would  fuffer  nX) 
more  delay,  the  time  of  ordination  being  at  hand,  we 
refolvcd  to  go  to  the  prefes  of  the  claffis,  aod  give  them 
notice  that  M.  Flint  could  not  pafe.  When  he  firft 
heard  of  it,  he  was  greatly  difcouraged,  and  had  this 
word  which  was  obfervable  ;  *'  Sir,  he  faid,  if  ye  had 
<«  told  me  of  it  but  a  day  fooner,  I  could  have  ftopped  it, 
**  and  gotten  a  delay  until  Mr.  FUtii  was  ready,  and  ful- 
"  ly  recovered."  (for  he  himfclf  pretended  a  diftcmper 
-of  body)  I  told  him,  I  hoped,  lie  would  let  it  be  no 
hinderaiLce  to  our  friend's  pafling ;  lie  obicfted  ;ic,^u\, 
M  2  ■'  \% 
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If  that  Mr.  Flint  was  but  able  to  fit  on  a  chmr  before 
tbe  clafiis,  it  would  be  fufficient,  and  be  mi|;ht  ftay  9^ 
ter  in  the  land  untU  he  were  recovered.     At  laft}  t  4i4 
let  fomewhat  fall  of  bis  other  diftemper^s  that  welched 
were  raging  in  bimi   which,  when  he  perceiiredy  he 
feexi^ed  prefentlyfatia^ied,  and  un4ertQoi{:  inoft  Chrifti'* 
aniy  the  managem^^t  of  me  bufinefs,  and  that  Mr.  ReV'^ 
'pfici ibould  be  ordained.     O  wondemlloye  and 4CO(^de« 
ilrendency  i  and  noble  Governor,. who  can  ply,  and  doth 
ply  the  hearts  qf  all  as  he  will !  Then  J  went  to  another 
pf  th^  miniilers,  whb  had  all  along  been  a  great  agent  in 
the  bulinefs,  and  told  him  Mr*  Fittit  was  rcfplyed  not 
to  pafs.     He  enquired  a  reafon  |  I  told  him,  he  pretend* 
ed  his  ficknefs ',  he  told  me,  that  could  be  none,  for  h^ 
and  all  the  minift^rs  pnd  profellbrs  of  the  tqwii  faw  him 
daily  pn  the  itreets,  ^d  but  opi?  day  before  in  the  p^idic 
'  college,    {Now  the  ordipation  Was  to  be  the  next  day) 
{Seeing  it  wa^  ib,  I  told  hiip  the  whole  account  of  him, 
which  when  he  h^ard,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  pfiend^ 
ed,  that  he  adhered  to  all,  and  approved  of  our  tender* 
•nefs  ^  yet  he  laid,  it  would  greatljr  refiedl  upon  xn^  our 
caufe,  and  the  whole  remfiant  at  home  |    ^Tid  prciTed, 
that  if  it  wefe  poiDble,  he  might  offer  himfelf  to  the  or* 
4'mation,  and  then  we  needed  not  let  him  go  home  until 
we  found  him  accomp^fhedf     This  again  be^an  to  work 
:new  ftirs  ypon  us  j  yet  after  fom^  tim^  laying  it  before 
the  Lord,  he  was  pfeafed  to  Jet  us  fee  that  it  was  but  ^ 
.  temptation,  an4  that  upon  no  account  were  we  to  offer 
hin|  a  facrifice  of  that  we  could  not  take  to  ourfelves. 
;  After  this,  all  our  fears  and  fcniples  were  remoycd,  and 
we  fully  determined  to  lay  it  all  on  the  Lord,  and  the 
management  of  events  and  confcquents  on  hunfelf.     So 
immediately  going  to  Mr,  F/iaty  I  defired  to  know  his 
.mind;   wluch,  he  faid,  was  the. fame,  not  tq  pafs^  or 
.go home,     After 'fome  fpeakii^g  to  him,  I  delircd  he 
might  go  to  the  prefes  himfelf,  and  XR^k^  his  own  ex- 
cule,  but  not  to' pretend  that  which  was  not,  viz.  his 
ficknds  \  which  he  did,  and  the  prefes  accepted  of  it 
wettf    O  my  dear  friends,  who  is  to  mean,  that  has  Aich 
a  God  for  their  (^od !    fo  condefcending,  fo  loving,  fo 
nighty,  and  (b  powerful,  that  he  can  do  in  heaven  and 
earth  vsrhat  he  "mlL     There  is  yet  one  remarkable  trial, 
and  honourable  outgate  that  we  had,  viz.  before  the  or- 
dination ;  the  minifter  had  told  me  that  it  was  impoflible, 
and  could  not  pafs,  without  fubf^rihiug  three  things ; 
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tbe  one  was,  their  csftcchifins  \  the  mher  two  our  friend 

n^iU  give  you  w  accpunt  of:  I  doiired  to  fee  their  coo- 

fsSon,   and  we  find  th^t  there  is  in  it  mention  of  tffac 

forms,  ai^d  enormities  of  >their  churchy  which  we  plaixdir 

told  them  we  difowaed,  and  were  engaged  in  our  folenui 

TOWS  to  the  contrary.    This  was  agam  like  to  flop  alL 

Uoweirer,  I  went  to  others  of  them,  q|id  gave  than  ^at 

account  of  our  Cpnfeffion  and  Catechlfmsi  and  that  wc 

could  fubfcrfbe  none  but  thcfe,  which,  at  iafl,  they  con- 

defcende4"unto  \  a  pradice  never  before  heard  of  in  thefe 

landsr    "O  praife  and  wonder  I  and  wonder  and  praife  I 

for  his  yet  TPinding  us  in  our  low  eftate,  and  copceming 

iumfelf  io  us  before  ilrangers,    I  aUb  defired  of  them  to 

have  liberty,  with  our  friend  G.  H^  and  my  brother  Mr. 

Gordoiff  to  have  accefs,  to  be  witnefles  to  the  on-laying 

of  the  hands  of  the  clafl^s,  or  prelbytery,  which  likcwiie 

they  granted,  though  not  ufcd  in  that  place. 

Now  the  day  of  the  ordination  being  come,  Mr.  JRen^ 
noicif  with  my  brother  Mr,  Gvrdon^  aud  C*  H.  came  iiw 
to  my  chamber,  but  none  of  the  reft^  after  prayer  wie 
went  out  to  the  church,  where  the  claiffis  was  to  hold  ; 
and  walking  together  in  s^  outer-room  there,  93  weha4 
been  defired,  until  our  6nend  was  called  in,  whk:h  tfaqr 
did  in  a  moft  honourable  way,  not  only  by  the  ordinarf 
fervant,  but  by  one  of  the  brethren  miniflers.     After  ha 
was  in,  we  returned,  and  fpending  feme  time  together 
in  prayer,  we  again  retqrne^,  and  about  t^vo  in  the  a£« 
temoon,  {the  examination  lafting  from  ten  to  two)  one 
of  the  oldeft  of  the  tninifters  was  fent  out  (as  they  had 
promifed)  to  call  us  in,  to  be  witneffes  to  the;onJaying 
of  th<:  hands :  when  we  came  in,  the  whole  of  the  mini* 
fters  faluted  us  moft  kipdlyi  a^e^ionately,  and  friencU 
ly  §  «after  fome  exhortations,  they  propoied  to  him  the 
die  fubfcription,  which  they  jointly  declared  to  be  nc)-? 
thing  elfe  than  the  fubfcribing  of  our  i>wn  confefiion^ 
After  their  reading  it  oyer  again  and  again,  Mr,  James 
ftarted  a  fcruple  in  it,  which,  through  the  Lord-s  UcC* 
fing,  was.  both  fea{bnable^  and  made  acceptable  to  all» 
and  then  he  fuhfcribed  it,    Then  with  prayer  they  went 
9bout  the  laying  on  of  the  hands,  in  a  molt  fcJemn,  an  J 
■a  moft-  tender  way ;  and  the  whole  time  our  friend  wa* 
upon  his  knees,  the  moft  of  the  whole  ^bie-cting  wer 
joining  with  the  tears  in  their  eyesi,     After,  he  was  dt 
fired  by  the  prefes  to  take  the  brethren  by  the  banc* 
which  thev  all  gave  \uixs\  in  ^  ino^^^^^Uo^^v^vrvi^  S  "sav 
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after  he  had  tione,  he  (our  friend  I  mean)  iuA  a  moft 
ferious^  grave  and  taking  difcourfe  to  the  whole  claifis, 
and  fo  was  difmifled.  When  going  out  of  the  room, 
the  prcfes  called  me,  and  defired  that  Mr.  Renwick  and 
I  xnight  dine  with  the  clafiis  \  which  we  proniifed';  and 
con^i^g  in  amongft  them,  they  were  as  brethren  at  a 
ftrait^  every  one  of  them  how  to  exprefs  their  kindnefs 
to  us.  The  prefes  defired  me  to  fit  on  his  right  hand  at 
the  head  of  the  table  ;  and  after  a  little  fitting,  he  de- 
clared to  me  the  great  fatisfa£lion  the  whole  brethren  had 
had  in  Mr.  Renwick^  that  they  thought,  the  whole  time 
he  was  before  them  he  was  fo  filled  with  the  Spirit,  that 
his  face  did  ihine  \  and  that  he  never  had  feen  fuch  evir 
dent  tokens  of  the  Lord's  being  with  them,  as  in  this  aft 
fair  ail  alongft,  and  fo  blefled  and  praifed  the  Lord  for 
what  he  had  feen.  Then  he  defired  a  relation  might  be 
given  to  the  brethren  of  our  cauft  5  which  I  did,  both 
of  our  fufferii>gs  and  wreftlings  5  who  were  all  fo  affefted, 
that  ye  would  have  thought,  they  v/ere  both  weeping 
and  rejoicing  5  grieving  for  our  cafe,  as  they  faid ;  and 
rejoicing  that  the  Lord  had  honoured  us  in  fuch  a  noble 
piece  of  fervice ;  promifling  to  mind  us  both  in  public 
and  private  •,  and  alfo  offered  themfelves  anew  again  for 
the  fame  fervice,  whatever  might  be  the  hazard.  Then 
the  prefes  told  them,  that  the  magifirate  Avas  ufurping 
as  much  upon  them,  and  there  was  as  great  yielding  a* 
xnongft  them  as  in  our  land  -,  and  if  they  follwved  not 
ourpraiftice,  the  church  would  be  ruined,  and  they  and 
their  poftcrity  roQted  out.  There  was  alfo  another  mi- 
jiifter  w1m>  declared,  he  had  been  twenty  years  a  minifter 
in  that  place,  but  had  never  feen  nor  found  fo  much  of 
the  Lord's  Spirit,  accompanying  a  work,  as  that;  and 
declared,  he  would  die  and  live  with  us.  O  tune  up 
your  harps,  and  fing  praifes  unto  him,  whofe  mercy  en,, 
jdureth  for  ever,  and  has  had  yet  compafiion  upon  us  in 
our  low  eftate, 

Now,  nxy  honourable  Brethren,  here  ye  have  a  fhort 
account,  yet  not  the  hundred  fold  of  what  the  Lord  hath 
done  for  us  in  this  affair  ;  the  bearer,  with  our  dear  and 
honoured  friend  in  the  Lord,  will  give  you  a  fuller  ac- 
count of  matters  than  I  was  able  in  the  tiipe  to  do,  vix, 
T,  H,  But  now,  when  we  thought  the  battle  was  fought 
md  the  ftorm  over,  it  begun  afrefh  again  upon  us  from 
mother  airth,  reprefenting  itfelf  as  terrible  as  any  cf  the 

former 
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former  ;  mbugh,  blefled  be  his  name,  through  his  rich 
bleiling,  we  were  never  once  fuiFered  to  be  caft  down  at 
the  thoughts  of  it  !  and  O  again  admire  and  wonder! 
The  morning  after  the  ordination,  as  I  was  lying  in  my 
bed,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brackel^  wherein  he 
gives  me  an  account  of  a  letter  from  Holland  to  ftop  the 
ordination,  for  he  was  to  receive  a  lybel  agalnft  us  all^ 
fubfcribed  by  the  church  of  Rotterdam^  Mr.  Br.  Mr. 
jW?^  younger,  and  Mr,  Thomas  Langlands^  accufing  us 
of  many  terrible  things,  and  fent  me  three  or  four  of 
the  prime  of  them,  whicli  I  have  fent  with  our  friend  ; 
and  withal  deiiring  me,  fo  foon  as  it  came  to  my  hands, 
to  <how  his  letters  to  me  to  the  claffis,  and  either  to  vin- 
dicate ourfelves  before  them,  or  otherways  to  ftop  Mr. 
Renivick  and  Mr,  Flint's  ordination  5  (for  then  he  had 
not  known  Mr,  Flint's  determination  and  ours)  and  u- 
pon  that  pretence  of  Mr.  FJinfs  ficknefs,  the  letter  was 
fent  by  an  «xprefs  to  me  for  its  greater  hafte,  and  might 
have  come  three  days  fooner  to  my  hand  than  it  did,  but 
the  Lord  in  a  wonderful  way  ftopped  it,  b|uc  what  way 
*we  could  never  yet  kam,  O  wonderful  Counfcllor  !  for 
if  it  had  but  come  a  day  fooner,  by  all  probability  it  had 
ftopped  our  friend's  paffing,  for  there  had  been  a  necef-  . 
Hty  for  my  ftiewing  it  to  the  claffis  ;  and  they  could  have 
done  no  other  at  leaft,  than  to  have  taken  it  to  confider- 
ation,  and  to  have  delayed  the  diet  for  that  time;  but 
O  his  wifdom !  infinite  wifiiom  and  power  \  After  I 
got  it,  I  went  to  the  profeffors,  and  minifters,  and 
others  of  the  godly,  and  gave  them  a  full  account  of  all, 
and  of  all  my  letters,  who  were  nothing  troubled,  but 
jitfritied  us  all  in  our  dealings  againft  thefe  minifters,  and 
and  promiied  to  own  us  in  all,  and  give  us  an  account  of 
any  informations  that  fliould  came  againft  us  5  for  Mr. 
BrackeFs  letters  told  us,  they  were  prefently  to  write  to 
ih'Qfiingen  againft  us,  and  caufe  print  their  accufations  a- 
gainft  us.-  So  the  Lord  v/as  ftill  gracious  unto  us,  in 
keeping  us  in  continual  cxcrcife,  that  our  dependancc 
might  be  the  more  on  himfclf :  for  when  he  had  wrought 
for  us  and  broken  the  fnare,  we  were  made  to  fear  Mr. 
Braciel  ^nd  friends  in  Fnejla7td ;  for  in  his  letters,  they 
h:ii  promifed  to  have  their  libel  ready  againft  us  at  -^/«- 
fterdiwiy  againft  fuch  a  day  as  they  named ;  and  Mr. 
Bracket^  without  acquainting  any  but  one  or  two,  cafts 
himfelf  to  be  at  AmJJerdam  the  fame  day,  but  when  he 
cairiC,  the  libel  was  not  ready,  but  they  would  have  becTv 
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at  tcUing  it  hf  word  of  mouth  to  him,  but  he  refufed  t<l 
tear  them  unlefs  in  writing ;  and  indeed  he  was  woiider- 
fully  helped  to  own  the  Lord's  caufe,  and  poor  Scotlnne^s 
caule.     When  he  left  them,  they  promifed  to  have  the 
information  and  libel  againft  us  at  him  within  four  or  five 
days :    But  now  the  time  is  long  over,  ajid  there  is  ito 
vord  of  it !  And  fo  he  returned  to  us  all,-  to  the  wonder 
©f  all,   and  the  joy  of  many,   more  our  friend,    and 
ScotinniPs  friend  than  ever.     And  he  told  me  a  ftrangc 
paflagc.  That  the  day  before  he  went  to  their  meeting, 
he  was  walking  m  his  own  yard,  and  there  he  faw  a  little 
fhialllHrd  hotly  purfued  by  a  great  h.twk,  and  after  ttia- 
lay  toflings  and  turnings,  the  bird  at  laf^,  flies  to  him  for 
ihelter,  and  he  relieved  it,  which  was  borne  in  upon  l\im 
at  the  time,  as  a  lively  emblem  of  ours  and  the  church's 
cafe.     O  praife  to  him  !  when  wc  had  win  to  good  hopes 
of  that  ftorm's  being  broken,  wemuil  yet  again  enter  in- 
to another,  threatening  as  terrible  as  the  other.     That 
fame  day,  in  the  evening,  that  I  received  Mr.  Bracke!'% 
letter  with  the  apoflate  minifters  libel,    arrive  James 
Rtiffely  Patrick  Grant  and  David  Robert/on^  with  full  af- 
furance  to  ftop  the  ordination ;  but  thi*ough  the  Lord's 
gpodnefs,  they  came  alfo  a  day  too  late,  and  were  dit 
appointed,  I  think,  every  way,  as  to  that  alFair  I  refer 
}iOU  \^olly  to  the  bearer.     They  arc  ftill  ftaying  here, 
I  fear  their  deiign  be  not  good ;    and  I  think,  in  that 
p?ace  they  fhallhave  none  of  our  two,  Mr.  Flint  and  Mr. 
Boydy  much  againft  them.     O  Lord,  give  wifdom,  and 
come  yet  and  be  feen.     Q  honourable  friends,  hath  he 

not  been  glorioufly  feen  in  this  bnlincis  ! 

Now,,  what  can  I  fay  unto  you,  onr  engagements  are 
g-eat^  let  eur  tliankfulnefs  be  arfwcrablc ;  get  you  the 
gofpcl,  O  the  precious  gofpcl  again  amongft  you  j  hold 
5t  up  by  prayer  amosglt  you  ;  be  more  in  tcndemefs, 
humility,  watchfukiefe,  crying,  and  wreftiing  than  ever ; 
for  he  is  a  holy  and  jealous  God.  O  be  much  for  him, 
downright  ancj  upright  for  him,  coil  what  it  will ;  he  is 
more  than  able  to  bear  your  charges,  on,  whofe  fhoulders 
the  government  is  laid.  And  my  poor  advice  would  be. 
That  with  all  haftejou  would  ^rite  to  London^  difcharg- 
.ing  Mr.  Nifoet  to  come  here,  for  his  bafc  fitting  of  thne, 
and  fuch  fpecial  calb.  As  alfo  to  fend  for  the  two  that 
are  here  5  for  now  we  are  keeping  fire  in  our  own  bofoms, 
and,  if  the  Lord  prevent  it  not,  putting  weapons  in  mad-i 
jnens  hands.  As  aJfO}  to  feek  the  Lord's  mind  in  ordaining 

oi 
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efi&ore  minifters,  and  that  among  yourfeW<;s.  My  own 
judgment  has  been,  that  providing  y6u  can  |ind  fuch 
guadified  with  holinefs^  tendemefs,  examples,  as  Pauf 
fip  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  converfation,  in  fpirit, 
miaitk  imd  purity;  and  fuch  as  A^s  i«  21.  whicj^'ac* 
cofflpamed  you  in  your  tribulations,  and  have  been  wit* 
ndes  to  your  contendings  and  wreftlings,  and  givoa  . 
prbofof  their  conllahcy  and  faithfulnefs.  And  inde64 
that  is  the  way,  I  think  that  woul^  bring  in  moft  glory 
to  our  XiOrd,  laoitl  which  would  be  muqh  like  pur  c^fe» 
and  my  foul  woiild  moft  ply  with  every  way }  for  \  atft, 
far  from  tlie  mind  that  the  Lord  will  make  ul'e  of  l^ajr^ 
%  for  the  building  of  his  houfe  again.  It  is,  andh.a^ 
Been  fo  much  boafted  of  amongft  us,  fo  trufted  to,  mi 
improven  againft  our  Lord,  that,  I  think,  for  a  tim^^ 
he  will  put  a  mark  of  ignominy  upon  it;,  and  train  up  a|: 
his  own  fchooL     O  my  brethren,  it  is  Gotland  that  muft 

niaJrc  fit  for  minifters,  ejfe  here  it  will  never  be. — ■ 

I  think  ye  ihould  fend  over  three  of  the  moil  eminent  .04. 
inong  you,  with  tlie  firft  occahon,  in  room  of  thejfe  ye 
are  to  call   home,  that   our  cauie  may  be  kept  up  in 
that  college,  and  fomc  to  witnefs  againft  James  Rujel^ 
and  the  otheis,  who  have  feated  there,  or  any  that  niay 
oppoie  us.     As  alfo,  Jetters  of  thank^s  (hould  be  written 
to  tliat  college,  and  to  the  claffis  \  as  alfo,'  ^n  approba- 
tion of  what  they  have  done.     As  alfo,  a  joint  declara- 
tion againft  the  du«ch  of  Rotterdam^  Jirfy  for  their  fet- 
tiog  down  to  the  Lord*s  table  a  promifcuous' multitude, 
men  of  blood,  that  h;:ve  been  at  Pentland  and  Bothwel 
againft  the  Lord  5    men  banded,  ceffed,  and  what  not ; 
•as  alio,  debarring  from  it  fuch  as  were  faithful,  as  worthy 
RatbUUty  Uc.    Item,  for  receiving  in  amongft  them  Mr« 
flemhigy  who  is  rather  Charlts  Stuart's  minifter  than- 
Chrift*s.     As  alfo,  their  cruel  dealing  and  handling  of 
their  countrymen  that  came  there,  who  are  faithful  iOL* 
their  day,  threatening  to  ftarve  them  out  of  their  con- 
fcicnces,  uotwithibndlng  of  the  large  fupply,  they  have 
from  the  magiftrates  of  that  place,  for  the  efteit  of  tlxe 
poor.     Itewy  Their  takhig  into  their  feffions,  as  mem- 
bers'thereof,  men  void  of  both  principles  and  tender-* 
ncfs,  and  their  not  excrcifing  the  difcipline  of  our  chuxch. 
.nor  preaching  faithfully  againft  the  fms  of  our  time.    As 
alfo,  their  liceniing  all  to  preach  amongft  them,  however,- - 
notour  for  their  open  defedlion,  and  avowed  rebellion 
s^gaix^  Chrift ;  fuch  as  have  devoured  the  iJodiL  ^t  home^ 
•  N  -^^ 
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and  feek  to  pnrfbe  thofe  in  a  ftrange  land  who  have  e& 
caped  out  of  their  claws.  As  alfo,  their  open  and  prac* 
tically  difcovering  theBafelves  this  day  againft  our  mo^ 
therJchurch,  Isfc, 

•  My  advice  would  be  alio,  that  your  teftimony  would 
relate  of  a  deciaratioa,  that  you  would  fet  out  aHOt  lay^ 
sng  out  the  rebellion  all  ^ongft  it,  ^ind  how  they  have 
.  now  forfaken  Chrift  and  the  poor  remnant ;  fo  that  if 
]Fe  had  the  ocaafion^^  ye  durft  not  further  own  them  ;' 
and  lay  k  out  to  the  churches^  diat  providing  any  of 
them  come  by  them,  that  they  or  none  others  be  owned 
without  they  have  a  teftimony  and  approbation  from  the 
fuffering  ^remnant  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  As  alfb^ 
ktters  of  thanks  would  be  fent  to  Mr.  Brachely  for  his 
kindnefs  and  fathfidnefe  in  the  cauie  of  God,  and  to 
the  fiifferers  here. 

I  can  fay  no  more,  my  de^  and  honourable  brethren^ 
but  what  1  omit,  I  hope  the  bearers  will  fupply  it.^  ■  > 
Let  me  hear  more  frequently  from  yotr  all,  for  your  let- 
ters are  very  refreihing  to  me ;  though  many  times  I  be 
but  little  in  cafe  to  write  unto  you,  yet  I  defire  that  you 
may  find  my  pra^cal  kindnefs,  and  not  mifiake  my 
filence. 

'  Now,  The  Ueflmg  of  Him  that  dwelt  m  the  bufh,  be 
with  you  aU. 

Tour  fympathtzing  Brother^ 

and  real  Servant^ 
ROBt.  HAMILTON. 

But  to  return  r  Itwasrefolvedby  the  meeting  that 
William  Nairn  fhould  be  fent  abroad  to'  Mr.  Hamilton 
with  copies  of  the  public  papers  ;  and  alfo  to  deflre  him 
to  draw  up  a  proteftatiori  againft  the  Scots  congregation 
in  Rotterdam  )  and  to  fend  it  here,  that  it  might  be  . 
conftdered  by  the  next  meeting.  Accordingly  William 
Nairn-  went  abroad  and  took  with  him  all  the  forefaid 
public  papers  which  were  copies  of  thofe  that  were  feiz* 
cd  when  Earlfioun  was  apprehended. 

That  which  occaiioned  the  meeting  to  mention  the 
proteftation  againft  the  Scots  congregation  at  Rotter- 
dam, was  the  forefaid  letter  (read  to  them  that  day) 
from  Mr.  Hamilton. — ^tjpon  which  it  was  thought  re- 
^ifitethat  he  who  was  fo  acquaint  with  thefe  things 
which  were  to  be  protefted  againft  in  that  congregation. 
Chat  none  (»ould  be  fo  fit  as  he  to  djraw  up  the  faid  pro- 

t^ifiation 
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teftatioa. — ^Yet  never  »iy  fuch  paper  came  from  him  to 
the  focieties  \  and  that  proteftation  which  was  after* 
wards  drawn  up  and  publifhed^  was  written  at  home^ 
and  febt  abroad  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  put  it  in  print. 

It  was  likewife  refolved.  That  a  letter  fhould  be 
wrote  to  thofe  two  young  men,  Mr.  John  Flint,  and 
Mr-  William  Boyd,  then  at  the  univerfity  of  Groningen^ 
cnircfly  calling  them  home,  upon  the  account  of  fome 
information  received  againft  them  by  thp  forefaid  letter^ 
and  the  bear^  G  ■  ■  -^  Hill.  But  though  it  was  deliver^i 
€d  to  them  bv  Mr.  Nairn,  yet  Mr.  Flint  did  not  regard 
it,  but  not  long  after  joined  with  James  B-^fl^l^  ^either 
did  Mr.  Boyd  return  till  the  next  year. 

ft  was  further  refolved,  That  a  letter  of  thanks  ihoHld 
1>e  writtol  to  the  Qaflis  of  Groningen,  another  to  Emlv 
den,  and  a  third  to  Mr.  William  Brackel ;  as  alfo,  a  let^ 
ter  to  EarlftouB,  and  another  to  his  Lady.  All  which,' 
3were  to  be  drawn  up  by  Robert  Goodwin,  Thomas  Li- 
ning, William  Nairjgi  and  I^tichael  Shields,  and  oth^ 
friends  at  Glafgow;. 

That  which  gave  occafion  to  refolve  upon  writing  thele 
leuersy  as  thefe  to  Groningen,  Embden,  and  Mr.  Braci-* 
kcl;  was  the  forefaid  letter  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  (which' 
being  read  at  this  meeting,  was  very  encouraging;  and 
reviving  po  them)  giving  a  large  account  of  the  ordinatir 
on  of  Mr.  James  Renwick  by  the  ClajSis  of  Groningen, 
and  of  the  ftop$  and  hinderances  of  it,  with  the  way  of 
outgate  from  thsm  i  Ih  which  he  lignified  his  defire  thajt 
fetters  of  thanks  fhould  be  written  to  the  faid  Claffis,  and 
alfo  to  the  College  to  whom  the  focieties  were  fo  very 
much  obli^d ;  and  likewife  to  the  minifters  of  Embden^, 
who  had  offered  to  prdaio  ^he  three  ftudents,  and  had 
othenvife  given  proof  of  their  fympathywith  the  focie- 
ties ;  and  in  like  manner  to  Mr.  Brackel,  who  had  feye- 
ral  ways  laid  out  himfelf  for  their  encouragemeqit,  partir 
cularly  in  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Renwick. 

Accordingly  the  letter  to  ]Mr*  Brackel  was  written  aijd 
fent  to  him  with  William  Nairn,  as  alfo  the  letter  to 
the  lady  Barlftoun^  (at  the  time  in  Lewarden)  the  oc- 
cafion of  which,  and  of  the  letter  to  her  hufbacd,  then 
prifoner,  was  letters  from  tliem  both  to  the  meeting,  ' 
who  thereupon  thought  it  their  duty  to  write  again,  tp 
<hem,  for  their  encouragement  under  their  prefent  lot, 
and  tJLiiew  their  fympathy  with  them.  But  as  for  the  ■ 
IcttcxT  to  Groningen  and  Embden,  fo  far  as  I  know  they 
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iwere  not  wrote  at  ^Sm  time,  but  s^erw^rdi  as  ikkHik  ^ 
flie^  in  its/place* 

It  was  in  like  maimer  appointed  by  the  mieetrngj^  tibtiit 
Robert  Ododwin^  James  Wilfon,  Thoi»9$  jI#iei^^ 
jRy— ^  8-^—,  A--'^-^  R-^-*-r*,  and  Michi^wel  Shields 
flMMild-meet  together  ifft  looking  over  and  T<vifii)g  the 
refolutions  of  all  our  general  meetings^  in  ord^r  ta  fee  if 
the  fame  were  right  and  found,  and  if /oundfo,  to  pji^t 

'  fbedii  in  abetter  form  and  dre& ;  And  when  thus  draWU 
up,  theibcieties  in  every  flute  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
tame.    This  refolution  (fo  far  as  I  remember)  :vas.ne-. 

.  ver  put  in  praSice,  the  troubles  of  that  time  being  iq 
many. 

Finally,  it  was  refolved  by  the  meeting,  that  the  jth 
<>f  S0f4emher  fhould  be  obfcrved  by.our  facie.ties,  a  dajr 
cff  £aHng  and  prayer  ;  and  the  next  meeting  to  be  >t 
"JDarfnede,  npon  the  3d  of  Q^obery  which  day  wa^.delired 
to  be  kept  m  prayer,  by  theft  i|i  qpr  fpcieties  remfUning 
Ht  home. 

Having  given  a  fhort  account  of  what  wasiJot^ie  at 
■this  meeting,  it  will  not  be  ami(s  to  fubjoin  thie.l<?ttcr  sir* 

freed  upon  by  them  to  be  written  to  Mr-  WlUiam.Brac- 
el.  But  firftJt  isrequifite  to  ihew  what.gaye  the  oc- 
Y:aiionto  write  an  anfwer  therein  to  fome  things  Whfere* 
•with  the  fqcieties  were -charged.  When  Mr.  Rpnwicl^ 
was  to  be  ordained  by  the  Qaffis  of  Groningen,  ibme 
Scotch  minifteya  then  at  Rotterdam  *,  went  to  Mr» 
KooUrnan^  a  Dutch  minifter,  dcfjring  him  to  write  to 
^r.  Brackel,  to  flop  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Renwick, 
'Which  Mr.  Kookman  did,  writing  fome  accqfationsi  which 
thefe  minifters  and  others  had  ajgainfl  the  focieties^  Uf> 
jK>n  which  Mr  Brackel  wrote  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  giving 
him  an  account  of  the  fame.  But  before  this  informati- 
oh  came,  Mr.  Renwick  was  ordained  \  and  if  it  had 
come  but  one  day  fooner,  by  all  appearance,  the  ordi^ 
-XAtion  had  been  ftopt  for  a  while,  until  they  had  clear* 
^d  themfelyes  and  their  friends  at  home. 

As  at  that  time,  it  was  very  unpleafant  that  any  of  the 

'  'godly  ifhould  have  had  fuch  mif^s^kes  and  mifapipreh^ii-*^ 

0ns  one  of  another,  and  fo  contended  with  one  ano- 

-^er  ;  (pnow,  it  is  not  de^reable  to  inention  thefe  con^ 

ten« 

*  'Fsrtioalariy  Mr.  Gcorgt  Barclay,  Mr.  Robert  iUinglaods^ 
MO^.Mr.  Thomas  Hog  younger,  whoft  ranKs  are  pot  conwiy 
jrm<i/49Mr.  HftmilioQ'iUitec  -  » 
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tendings :  Ne?cithdefS|  to  imke  this  afiair  more  dear 
and  pQn^  the  relating  thefe  accufatipns  wherewith  the 
fbcietx^  were  charged  hjr  the  forefaid  miniftcfB  at  Rotter<« 
€iain  caonpt  be  well  cvited.  Wherefore  I  (faaU  firft  itu* 
iert  the  iame,  .as  they  were  fet  down  in  a  letter  by .  Ide. 
firackel  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  which. he  fent  tothis.landji- 
and  the  fame  was  read  to  this  meeting  ;  and  next  I  fhall 
give  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Bjrackel  \  wherein  is  a 
(hort  anfwer-  to  thefe  accufations,  which  was  thought  fit 
to  be  fent  to  him,  (in  regard  thefe  accufations  were  fent 
to  him)  that  thereby  they  nnght  endeavour  to  vindi« 
cate  themfelvea  of  thefe  things  that  they  were  falfdy 
diarged  witlu 

'Hie  Accufations  agiunft  the  Societies. 

Firfi^  That  they  had  not  only  caft  off  the  IGng,  and 
and  all  magiftrates  then  ruling  in  Scotland  ;  but  more^ 
overj  had  conflitute  among  themfelvcs  all  kind  of  ma-i 
giftratcs,  a  chancellor,  and  prefidents  over  all  great 
men,  55*r.  and  orders  or  lords  for  a  public  politic  con- 
vention, ufurping  an  hnagined  power  over  the  com* 
mands  of  thole  that  are  in  authority,  yea  faying  that  aV 
are  to  be  cut  off  as  open  enetmes  who  do  not  ackncfWi 
Jedge  that  government,  ' 

Secondly^  That  the  Societies  were  not  pure  in  religion^ 
which  they  faid  was  mantfeft  by  queftions  proponed  to  all 
who  are  admitted  into  their  fellow{bip« 

Thirdly^  That  the  Societies  were  only  a  faftion,  anit 
not  a  church,  and  that  they  had  no  power  of  calUng  pafc 
torsj  or  of  giving  ecclefiailic  teflimonies  \  and  that  the 
filent  men  faid  they  were  the  moft  pure  church,  and  that 
they  had  paftors,  prelby teries  and  fynods  ;  Hid  that  it  waa 
their  part  to  examine  f^udents,  and  to  confirm  them  ill 
the  miniftry  with  the  impofition  of  hands  }  and  that  ik 
was  not  lawful  for  any  Holtani'ijb  Prefbytery  to  pluck 
that  lagbt  out  of  their  hands^ 

Fourthly^  That  thefe  ftudents  that  were  at  Gronm^ 
gen,  were  not  of  an  unUameable  life,  cfpecially  John 
Nifbet,  who  endeavoured  tQ  kill  one^  for  the  reafon  vik 
the  &rft  ac^u&tion^ 

H^refollatr«  the  Letter  to  Mr^  Bracked 


Rroerendnnd  vforthy  Sir^ 

E  tf efiite  to  blcft  the  Lord  on  your  behalf^  tj^at 
he  Wli  umdc  cboi^  of  you  to  be  aa  \n(^ni«^ 


w 
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sneikt  to  appear  £Dr  your  Mafter's  wronged  caufe  ia  thfa; 
perfecated  church,  which,  through  the  good  hand  of 
Cod^  has  proven  an  effefhial  mean  for  raifing  up  of 
Pirift's  faUen  banner  in  this  backflidden  land,  wherein  . 
tfkere  are  none  to  appear  valiantly  for  him>  according  to 
t&gcpmtnaBd  of  Gk>d,  and  our  folemn  vowsr  and  engage^ 
BKRts ;  but  upon  the  other  hand,  are  homologating  with 
'  the  encn^,  and  are  turned  violet  reproachers  and  per- 
tepaxs3ft%  of  the  poor  affliAed  fuffering  remnant  both  of 
fiidt  as  are  livings  smd  alfo  thofe  who  are  di»d^  to  the 
BamUing^  weakning,  and  turning  back  of  mahy  who 
were  beaming  to  look  ^er  the  Lord,  a^d  had  put  theiiT 
liand  to  the  plough)  in  witneffing  and  teftifying  againft 
^e  abonunatiopis  ef  our  (lay  and  time ;  ^^hich  doth 
clearly  appear  from  thefe  their  moS  odious,  ridiculous 
cahmnies,  which  the  letter  feiit  to  ps  bv  our  faithful  de<r 
legates,  is  a  new  certification  of^ 

Sir»  we  ihall,  as  in  the  ^ght  of  an  holy  God,  declarer 
the  truth  in  every  point  of  thefe  accufations  ye  received 
£rom  thefe  minifters  at  Rotterdam  againft  us. 

As  for  our  cafting  off,  and  rejeifting  of  Charles  Stumrfi 
3ftd  all  whom  they  call  s^giftrates  ruling  under  him,  we 
own  it,  and  defire  to  mourn  for  our  being  fp  long  in  do^. 
ing  of  it :  The  reafons  of  our  doing  thereof,  we  hope  ye 
^e  fufficiently  informed  of  by  oi^r  worthy  and  faithful 
delegates  fent  to  you.    But, 

2flJfy,  As  to  fetting  up  of  magiftrates  among  .onrfelves> 
there  is  no  truth  in  it.  And  as  to  that  of  killing  all 
who  will  not  adhere  to  us  and  are  not  'of  our  opinion-, 
we  declare  it  to  be  fialfe  and  calumnious,  and  a  thing 
(detefted  by  us. 

As  to  the  fecpnd  accufation,  ^*  That  we  are  nctf:  pure 
**  in  religion.**  Alas  !  we  ate  not  as  we  ought,  to  be 
in  that :  But  as  to  the  putting  anyqueftions  to  thofe 
vhom  we  admit  to  fellowfhip,  we  declare  we  put  none 
but  fuch  as  we  have  from  divine  precept,  and  former  eur 
gs^gements  to  God  and  one  another^ 

As  for  the  third  accufation,  we  think  it  not  ftrange 
that  they  calumniate  us  as  a  fa^^ion,  and  not  a  church  % 
iat  thofe  minifters  and  people  whom  they  hold  to  be  the 
church,  di4  reproach  our  moft  noble!  fuffering  minifters, 
and  martyrs,  as  erroneous,  and  of  Jefuitical  principles  ^ 
as  witnefs  Mr.  Kid  and  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Cargill,  who  in  our  declining  age,  were  the  qnly 
witncffes,  as  minifters,  for  the  caufe  of  our  Lord  Jefus 

Chrlft, 


Mr.  William  BrackeL  ipj 

Chrift,  sigainft  all  the  encroachments  made  upon  tfao 
privileges  of  his  church. 

As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  third  accufation^  '<  That 
''  the  filent  mioiifters  fay  the  j  are  the  moft  pure  churcb^ 
<'  and  that  they  have  paftors  and  pre&yteries  :"  It  is 
true  th^  fit  in  prefbyteriei  and  condemn  the  innocent^ 
lyj  juftityifig  the  lawfulnefs  of  tstking  the  bond  and  late 
indulgency }  upon  which  head^  amotig  many  cithers,  mtt* 
worthies  have  fuffered,  teftifying  agamft  the  fame;  and 
fevoalef  them  hear  the  tefted  Curates  themfelves,  anA 
advife  others  fodo  fo ;  and  the  generality  of  themneioie 
either  to  preach  or  adminifter  the  facradfenti  i  as  vnXr* 
neisy  when  fome  have  come  to  thexfi  with  a«teftificate 
iat  the  benefit  of  baptifm,  they  refufe,  and.advife  them 
to  go  to  the  tefted  l^rates^  This  is  a  part  of  the  pnnfef 
of  their  chinrch. 

As  to  5he  fourth  accufatiori,  «  That  thedtidents  ane 
^<  not  of  all  unbiameabk  life.^  In  anfwer  to  that^  thoie 
three  who  were  fent  t0yoi/,  in  ^^r  to  be  educated  for 
the^  miniftry,  as  to  their  tife  aiid  converfation  whiie 
they  wete  with  us,  they  walked  blamelefly  fo  far  as  could^ 
be  denied  by  us. 

Worthy  Sir,  to  condude,  not  defiring  to  be  tedious  5 
we  the  poor  fuffering  remnant  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land give  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  fdthful  parins  and 
diligence  anent  the  ordination  of  Mr^  James  Renwick  \ 
and  are  glad,  and  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  and  your  wop- 
thy  brethren  had  fatisfafUon  in  him,  and  we  take  ic  as  a 
token  for  good,  that  the  Lord  will  vifit  and  gather  toge* 
ther  again  his  poor.fcattered  fheep  in  our  land ;  and  alfo, 
that  our  God  and  your  God|  Iball  recompence  your  la« 
hour  of  love,  pains  and  diligence,  feven-fold  into  your 
bofom.     Which  is  the  prayer  of  your,  ^c» 

The  enemies  being  much  encouraged  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  difcovery  of  the  defign  (mentioned  above) 
which  was  carrying  on  againft  them,  advanced  in  pro- 
fecuting  their  wicked  ends,  and  went  on  in  their  cruel 
perfecution  againft  all  whom  they  knew  or  could  hear 
of,  that  did  not  comply  with  their  finful  impofitions  ; 
and  the  Societies  did  not  want  their  large  fhare  in  thefe 
fad  afilidkions  and  calamities*  In  the  interval  betwixt 
the  laft  and  this  meeting,  Mr.  James  Renwick  came  to 
this  land ;  which  was  very  reviving  and  refrefhing  to  the 
Societies,  under  all  the  M  tiung%  they  were  exetcikd 
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irith.  Tllough  he  w»  onjained  May  lothj  and  tSvoti^ 
Itis  ddlre  to  be  in  this  hnd  was  great  \  yet  he  came  not 
^'it  until  S^ptemheV^tjc^idSitr^  being  hind^^rcd  by  fcvei- 
^  troubles  ^n4  difficulties  that  hem<3t  with. 

•    Tif  E  General  Meeting  according  to  appointment  iwst 

^  Dartf^ede^  upon  the  third  day  oiOSlober^  i^?3-     ^ 

^  prayer,  Mr.  James  Renwick  being  come  there,  gja^ 

^  account  of  his  ordination,  and  (hewed  his  tefUficatc 

if  the  jCaine,  fubfcribed  by  feveral  minifte*^,  to  the  mecfc- 

3ng  i  by  wjipm  he  was  called  and  received  as  their  mibl- 

ftsTy  whic)i  he  accepted  arid  embraced.     Alfo,  Mr*  Rcft» 

lirick  read  tp  the  meeting,  a  paper  which  was  called  his 

'!iyiimQny  *.*  wherein  was  contained  his  mind  and  judg- 

jfiernt  concerning  the  controverTies  of  the  time,  both 

concerning  duty  and  fin  \  adhering  to  feveral  duties  which. 

were  then  controverted  and'oppofed,  andwitneffing  a-^ 

jpinil  feveral  things  which  he  looked  upon  to  be  corn^p- 

.tions  and  defeflions,  even  in  many  iiiiniilers,  naming 

£>me  of  them,  and  mentionifig  what  he  tefti£ed  againit 

in  them* 

At  fome  things  in  this  paper,  efpeciatly  that  which 
iras  in  it  concerning  fome  miiiiilers  who  were  partlcrt- 
)arly  named,  fome  perfons  were  difpleafed  and  oftended 
at  the  time,  and  afterwards  it  was  much  mifreprefented, 
andhe  reproached  upon  that  account  f . 

Tlie  fame  day  there  was  a  paper  read  to  the  meeting 
conceming  the  oath  of  fecrefy,  which  had  been  feveral 
wajsabufed^  and  was  then  no-ways  needful  :  Therefore 
they  concluded  to  lay  it  aiide,  and  agreed  ujpon  the  faid 
paper,  the  tenor  whereof  follows  :  * 

•«  Although  an  engagement  in  thefe  things  thstt  arc 
abfolutely  and  abftraftedly  duty,  cannot  nor  ought  not 
to  be  refcinded  and  annulled,  becaufe  of  the  objeftive 
tie  before  the  engagement,  which  was  only  a  fuperadded 
obligation  ;  yet  thefe  things  that  are  not  duty  fimply  or 
Siiolutely,  Imt  in  refpe^l  of  fome  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  and  when  engaged  unto  from  fpecial  inducements, 
ire  fay,  thefe  inducements  failing,  or  the  thing  itfelf  be- 
coming burdenfome,  that  fame  power  which  laid  on  the 
engagement  may  take  it  off  again ,  impoiihg  it  no  fur- 
thcf » — So  we  having  entered  into  an  oath  of  lcci:ecy  from 

fome 

^  TbiS  teftmony  is  ncv  prlotcd  with  hie  SerinoDs. 

t  Stt  RcAwick'i  aiih  Lcittt>  ?%  t^oi vtxt  ^itiv^d  ^dam«. 


General  Meetings  0(1.  3^/,  1683.       105 

fome  fpccial  inducements,  particularly  and  principally 
the  carrying  on  of  Lanerk  declaration,  that  it  ihould  not 
be  dilcovcred  and  the  action  hindered,  and  therefore  in 
that  refpecl  the  engagement  was  requifite  ;  yet  we  brings 
ing  it  and  applying  it  all  alongft,  though  the  nature  of 
it  was  only  concerning  the  things  treated  upon  at  that 
time  ;  and  alfo,  feeing  how  it  hath  been  fadly  abufed  \ 
upon  the  one  hand,  fome  thereby  binding  up  thenjfelves 
from  duty,  whicli  was  far  contraiy  both  to  the  nature  of 
tlie  thing,  and  alfo  to  the  intention  of  the  impofers  ; 
and  upon  the  other  hand,  by  fome  really  involving 
thenifelves  in  the  guilt  of  perjury  by  their  inconfiderate 

laxnefs  in  it. ^Therefore  we  (the  fame  power  that  laid 

it  on)  do  require  that  engagement  no  further  to  be  im- 
pofed,  not  fuffering  that  yoke  to  lie  any  longer  upon  peo- 
ple's necks  ;  yet  we  hope  that  none,  as  they  tender  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  caufe,  will  take  occa- 
lion  hereat  to  be  more  lax  than  was  their  duty  formerly. 
This  we  do,  really  profeffing  our  fincere  defire  to-be 
humbled  before  the  Lord  for  every  way  of  our  abuiing; 
that  (now  laid  afide)  oath  offecrefy  J. 

The  meeting  alfo  agreed  ujwn  a  I-.cttcr  to  be  fent  to 
friends  in  Dublin  in  Ireland  j  a  true  copy  whereof  fol- 
low's  : 


October  3^,   1683. 

Drar  Friends  and  ccvenanted  Brethren^ 

THE  Lord  brought  us  to  a  high  pitch  of  a  glorious 
and  blefled  reformation,  in  the  feveral  fteps  thcrc- 
ot,  from  Popery,  Prelacy,  and  Eraftian  fupremacy ;  and 
took  us  into  covenant  with  himfelif,  to  ferve  him  after 
the  due  order,  and  to  maintain  his  intereft  with  our  lives 
and  liberties,  as  we  fliould  anfwer  to  him  at  the  great 
day.  Whereby  our  land  was  made  the  glory  of  the  na-. 
^ions,  and  our  church  terrible  to  her  enemies,  as  an  ar^ 
T^i)  with  bafiJiers^  hoUticfs  to  the  Lord  being  the  badge ;  io 
that  we  may  fay,  our  Hjitie  ivhich  the  Lord  brought  out  of 
O  Egypt 

1  Mr.  Hamihon,  in  a  Iciter  he  fent  home  to  the  Societies^ 
^•ewt  flie  unvifnrraniabl.-ncfs  of  this  OAth  ;  for  this  icalon  (a- 
moDfrft  others)  because  it  allowed  private  perfont  to  require 
2nd  impofe  an  oaih  :  For  which  cauie  be  re.'ufed  it  whcQ 
1'^  was  icsdeced  uoio  hitn. 
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Egyptj  did  Jill  the  landy  and  the  hills  ivere  covered  ivith 
the  Jl^adow  of  ity  and  the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the  good** 
h  cedars.  But  alas  1  there  are  crept  in  amongil  us  Jittlc 
foxes  to  fpoii  the  tender  grapes  \  mv^lignaiit  men  difaf* 
fcfted  to  the  caufe  and  people  of  Go<l,  who  got  footing 
in  judicatories  and  armies,  who  ought  to  have  been  pur- 
ged out,  that  their  places  might  be  tilled  up  with  men  of 
Known  integrity,  according  to  the  wOrd  of  God,  Ex&d^ 
Xviii.  ^f.  2  Sam,  xxiii.  3.  Yet  that  duty  was  not  only 
{hindered  and  condemned  by  a  prevailing  company  of  car- 
tial  hearts  ;  biit  alfo,  public  rcfolutions  v/ore  fallen  upon 
to  bring  in  known  malignants,  enemies  to  God  and  god- 
linefs,  into  places  of  power  and  trult :  and  commiirioiicrs 
authorized  to  clofe  a  treaty  with  thiji  nun  Charles  Stuart^ 
king  of  malignants,  and  to  gi^'e  him  tiu  crcv.'n^  upoa 
firis  fubfcribing  fuch  demands  as  were  lliit  to  him,  alter 
fb  many  difcoveries  of  his  malice  agnin^l  C]od»  and  of  his 
ftill  perilling  in  the  fame,  and  notwithirnndrng  they 
knew  him  not  to  be  her4rty,  but  Juggling  in  what  he  con- 
defccnded  to ;  who  no  fooncr  got  footii"»g,  but  vS^d  all 
means  to  ruin  the  work  of  God  ;  and  in  their  firil  p^ir- 
l»ament  took,  as  it  were,  the  royal  diadem  off  ii"*ng 
Oirift^s  head,  (O  horrid  biafphemy !}  and  fet  it  uix>ft 
thtir  king,  whereby  they  made  liim  an  idol  in  his  p^rfon  v 
who,  by  virtue  of  that  facrilcgioufr  robbing  of  the  Son 
God,  commanded  our  miniflrers  to  leave  their  flocks,  o- 
Ter  which  the  principal  and  good  Shepherd  had  ibt  them^ 
which  they  almoft  all  did,  us  if  ihey  had  been  hirelings^ 
and  fuffered  the  wolf  to  catch  and  Vcatter  the  Iheep ;  ib 
that  we  may  fay.  Oar  pleafaiit  things  were  not  takers 
from  us,  but  we  give  them  away  with  our  own  hands. 
We  betrayed  the  interell  of  Chrift,  and  gave  enemies  ail, 
their  aiking,  and  made  the  IiOrd\s  pleafant  portion  a  de- 
folate  M-ildernefs*  I'et  the  Lord,  becanie  he  had  com- 
paffion  on  his  people,  and  on  his  dwrlling-place,  ftirred 
up  fome  to  go  to  the  high  places  of  tLo  fields,,  and  jeo- 
pard their  lives  unto  the  death,  in  proclaiming  the  truths 
of  God  ;  whereby  there  were  great  inroads  made  upc:n 
Satan's  territories,  who  llnding  himieif  nt  a  lofb  and  dif- 
advantage,  fpcwed  out  finful  Ihare-^  ainonrjfl:  i^s,  10  ruin 
the  work  of  God,  aiid  to  b*eak  n«;,  viz,  indiilgcnce> 
and  indemnities,  whereby H^hriil's  crown  was  eltablilhcd 
upon  a  man's  head,  whlrli  ^u:nc  men,  'loving  worldly 
eafc  more  than  truth,  embracing,  they  betrayed  tl\c 
caufe  of  God,  and  yi^ded  the  day  to  the  dragon  and  his' 

;mgcls  i 
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angels;  otkefs  who  had  rtbt  the  offer,  yet  gaping  after 
it,  ftruck  in  with  them,  to  ftrengthea  th^  devil?  ^de  \ 
and  manf  who  profeffed  to  be  againft  fuch  courfes  th^- 
ielves,  yet  tendered  more  the  credit  <rfdifcrcdhable  men 
than  the  honour  of  God )  and  in&ead  oFufing  sveojii 
for  their  reclaiming,  ftrengthened  their  hands  in  their 
perverfe  ways,  and  lided  with  them  againft  thofe  whoni 
the  Lord  raifed  up  to  be  faitliful  and  free,  and  (weakly^ 
though  not  defignedly  I  hope,  for  we  defire  to  be  cha- 
ritable to  them)  wrought  together  to  gain  the  end  of  the 
common  adverfary ;  %Tho,  as  they  gained  ground,  in^ 
creafed  the  perfecution  j  Vhkh  now  hath  difcovercd  the 
thoughts  and  hidden  hypocriiy  of  many  hearts,  Xtt  in 
«ll  this,  (bleffed  be  the  holy  and  wife  Lord)  he  had  ftitt 
a  remnant  who  kept  their  ground,  and  through  his- 
aBiftance,  wreftled  fbr  him,  by  faithiiil  preaching:  of  hig 
Will,  appearances,  teftimonies,  declarations,  and  fuffer- 
ings ;  \Q  that  there  is  not  one  ftep  of  all  our  public  dei^ 
fj^tipHy  but  that  he  hath  honoured  and  helped  a  partj 
to  witnefs  againft,  and  to  feal  their  teftimonies  with  thenr 
blDod,  both  miniftcrs  and  people  of  divers  qualities. 

And  now,'  we  defire  nothing  but,  the  Lord  afJifting^ 
to  follow  the  good  old  way,  and  to  ftaiild  upon  the  ground 
wherouxito  the  Lord,  by  our  worthy  reformers,  thought 
us,  and  for  whfch  we  have  been  wreftling  and  contencU 
ing  ;  we  fay,  we  are  fecking  nothing  but-  to  take  the 
Ix)rd's  part  againft  his  enemies,  to  ftand  linder  MuhdePj 
-banner  to  fight  againft  the  dragon,  and  to  have  .our  ba- 
niihed  King  Clirift  brought  back  again  ;  and  in  orsier  to 
this,  ftudying  to  ffeake  our  hands  clean  of  the  caufes  of 
his  difpleafure  at  ¥is,  which  keeps  him  fo  long  awaj^, 
and  to  f^t  about  the  duties  of  Chrlftianity  with  mourn- 
ing, humiliation,  faftihg  and  praver. 

Therefore,  being  all  engaged  in  one  common  cauft, 
«nd  bound  in  covenant  together,  and  having  foine  know- 
ledge of  your  eafCf  and  alio  of  your  defire  to  know  arid 
folbw  duty ;  we  thought  ]t  expedient  to  write  unto  ybw, 
yc  having  been,  to  the  grief  of  our  fouls,  led  afide  by 
*hc  cruel,  and  fubtle  dealing  of  adverfarics*,  and  the 
treachery  and  unfaithfulnefs  of  thefe  who  gave  them- 
fclyes  out  for  your  leaders ;  defiring,  as  bKethren,  that 
yc  would  lay  to  heart  the  fad  cafe  our  chuYch  Ts  redaftM 
^nto  by  re:iH)n  of  our  fin  agai^il  the  Lord  \  and  cbiifidfer 
*tat  is  called  fyr  at  your  hands,  if  eithei;  ybu  defire  to 


108  The  Society  s  Letter  to 

ice  liis  return  again  to  Britain  and  Ireland^  or  to  tran& 
xnit  his  truths  to  the  fucceeding  generation,  as  to  the 
ihaking  yourfelves  clean  of  the  abomination3  of  the  times 
and  alio  withdrawing  yourfelves  from  thefe  baclcflidden 
mixufters  altogether  unfaithful  to  our  wronged  Lord  and 
Rafter :  for  as  to  your  meeting«houfes,  not  knowing 
what  underhand  dealing  hath  been  with  .the  wicked 
powers  of  the  time,  neither  thinking  the  cafe  to  be  for* 
mally  the  fame  with  pur  hell-4iatched  indulgences  in 
Scotland :  yet  the  effefts  are  much  one.     For, 

I.  The  embracing  of  thefe  meeting-houfes  was  a  divide* 
ing  of  themfelves  from  their  more  righteous  brethren 
and  their  fufferings,  e^pofmg  them  to  be  the  only  butt 
of  the  adverfaries  malice,  and  to  ftiift  for  themfelves  con- 
trary to  our  engagements,  whereby  we  wer^  to  take  one 
common  lot  with  the  comn^on  caufe, 

a.  It  was  an  embracing  of  a  fnare,  whereby  they  were 
.^ere  drawn  into,  not  only  a  fupine  and  loathfome  for- 
mality and  neutrality  in  the  Lord's-  caufe,  but  into  mi-r 
fsuthnzlnefs  in  the  higheil  degree,  palliating  the  fins,  and 
covering  the  abominations  of  the  tyrannical  powers,  left 
they,  having  the  ana  of  fle£U  upon  t^ieir  fide,  fhould 
caft  down  their  meetingrhoufes,  and  caft  out  themfelves; 
and  in  no  meafure  difcovering  the  duty  of  the  day  to 
people  i  fo  that  they  are  ignorant  of  what  thefe  cruel  ad- 
yerGiries  have  done  agaiiift  our  blcffed  Lord,  and  of  their 
own  fin  in  ftrengthening  their  hands  in  their  working 
wickednefs,,  and  upholding  that  fabric  of  rebellion  a- 
gainft  the  heaven^.     Qh  !  what  fhall  we  fay,  fin  and  do- 
ty hath  been  both  hid,  and  the  fouls  of  the  people  not 
cared  for,  neither  the  ftanding  of  the  intereft  of  Jefus 
Chrift  which  they  have  palpably  betrayed ;   and  have 
moft  aftively  given  their  cpnfent  to  the  enemies  taking 
and  keeping  the  houfcs  of  God  in  pofleffion.     And 

3.  They  have  quitted  their  n^eeting-houfes  at  the  com- 
mand and  threatnin^  of  men  ;  for  albeit  their  entry  was 
hurtfqme  to  the  caufe,  and  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry 
.  nothing  hut^  a  felling  of  truth,  jmd  a  buying  of  finful  li- 
berty to  themfelves  j  yet  that  does  not  warrant  another 
ftcp  of  declining  duty,  in  explicitly  and  more  fully  dcli- 
.vering  up  the  privileges  of  Jefus  Chrift  \  yea,  one  pen- 
dule  of  his  crown  ihould  not  be  yielded,  though  it  fliould 
f  oft  us  all  our  lives,  and  we.  cry  out.  Let  it  not  h.hard 
in  Gathy  par  puilifbed  in.  the  Jlreets  if  JJkelm^  that,  the 
Covenanters  in  Britain  and  Inland  ihould  be  ftanding 

with 
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iFith  their  heads  upon  their  necks  in  that  day  when. 
King  Chrift's  crown  was  taken  from  him. 

O  bdoved  Friends  and  Covenanted  brethren,  go  on 
in  your  duty,  and  follow  no  men,  but  them  who  will- 
follow  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  conlider  truth  as  naked^ 
abfcra^ling  from  all  perfons,  and  refolve  firmly  in  Jeho- 
-vah's  ftrength  to  ftand  to  it  alone,  albeit  none  fliould 
ftand  with  you  j  and  never  take  carnal  reafons  and  argils 
ments  to  plead  yourfelves  out  of  your  duty,  but  conilder 
ay  the  cafe,  whether  it  be  duty  qr  not,  m  all  its  circttm* 
ftances ;  and  if  found  to  be  fo,  then  up  and  do  it  upon 
the  greateft  of  hazards ;  and  think  not  to  walk  fo  as  the 
abufed  laws  of  man  fhall  not  reach  yon,  for  if  they  do  iiot, 
the  law  of  God  will  j    for  they  are  now  confronted  one 
againft  another,  and  the  cry  is  gone  forth  from  the  Lord 
to  all  that  will  fide  themfelves  with  him,  to  take  his  part 
ag^ft  a  cruel  and  treacherous  generation.     Say  fiot  a 
confederacy  unto  ihem^  neither  fear  ye  their  fear  ^  nor  h^  «- 
fraid,     ButfanS^ify  the  Lord  ofhofs  himfdf  and  let  him 
h  your  fear  ^  and  let  him  be  your  dread;  and  he  Jball  hen 
fanSuary  unto  you^  Ifa.  viii;  la,  13,  14.   Wherefore  come 
^ut  from  thenty  and.  be  ye  fiparate^  fi^^h  the  Lord^   ani 
touch  not  tie  unclean  thing  ;  and  I  will  receive  y$Uj  and  be 
a  father  unto  you  f  and  ye  Jball  be. my  fons  and  daughters  ^fcuth 
ike  Lord  jilmighty^  a  Cor,  vi.  17,  18,  O  come  outfro^n^a^ 
mongihem^  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  their  ftus^  and  thai 
ye  receive  not  of  tht'ir  plagues  ;  for  their  fins  have  reached 
unto  heaveuj    and  God  hath  retnembered  their  iniquities^ 
Rev.  xviii,  4,  5,     O  make  haftc,  and  get  in  under  the 
fhadow  of  the  Lord's  wings,  and  give  up  v/ith  every  falfe 
and  wicked  way,  that  now  ye  may  be  hid  from  the  licry 
indignation ;    for  he  is  coming  tojljahe  terribly  the  earthy 
and  to  punijh  the  inhabitants  there  f  for  their  iniquities* 
There  is  a  fuoord  bathed  in  heaven  to  come  down  upon  Idi/^ 
vicoy  and  upon  the  people  of  his  curfc  :  and  i'pare  whom  he 
will,  he  will  not  fpare  n^inifters,  yea  Preibyterian  mtni- 
fters,  for  they  have  betrayed  thointorcft  of  Jefus  Chfirt  ; 
yea,  not  only  confcnted  unto,  but  concurred  with  ene- 
mies fpoiling  him  of  his  princely  robes,  and  of  the  pow- 
er he  hath  in  his  own  houfe :  Thty  have  made  iad  the 
hearts  of  the  righteous,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  made 
fad,  and  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  thiit  he 
ikould-  not  return  from  hii  wicked  way,  by  proiniling 
'  hUn-Ufc,'  ai;d  have  feduce4  the'  peopk',  by  iccing  vi|ions 
:  ■  .         ■  .■     •■■'  ■  :  ...    ■    ^       .—     !•;.•■■  '     oi 


no      Geticral  Meetings  03.  5^7',  i6Sj. 

rf  peace  for  them*  iix  their  backfliding  courfes,   whcir 
tla^erc  was  no  peace  from  the  Lord. 

O  dearly  beloved  in  our  bieSed  Lord,  follow  none  fur- 
*er  than  they  fc^ow  Chrift  ;  and  ceafc  to  liciir  the  in- 
Itrudiou  which  caufeth  to  err  from  the  woixls  of  know-p- 
ledge (  and  mark  anzl  nvoid  them  *who  carafe  div'ifions  a:ii 
fences  contrary  to  the  docfrine  which  ye  have  learned,  for 
y  that  arc  fuck,  Jervc  not  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrijl^  but 
their  ou*n  bellies^  and  by  good  words  and  JaJr  fpeechaj  dc'^ 
£i^ifve  the  hearts  ^ftheJimpU. 

We  fhall  trouble  you  no  further  at  the  tiiiYe,  but 
iieartily  and  fully  approving  of  the  carriage  of  your  hrar- 
ty  friend  at\d  well-wifher  in  the  Lord,  Mr.  James  Ren- 
vfieif  among  you,  (who  is  for  us  a  faitliful  miniiter  of 
Jefus  Chrift)  in  not  joining  with  thefe  men-niinifters  wifh. 
yotf,  and  in-  declining  them  as  to  the  fceking  and  accep- 
ting their  call  to  preach,  or  giving  them  f;jt;.sfacVion  a« 
to  his  (Mrdination  ;  yet,  as  often  he  iaid  unto  youx-lelvcs, 
we  bold  ourfelves  obliged  in  duty  to  fiuisfy  you  who  have 
been  his  hearers  ;  therefore  we  have  lent  unto  you  a  true 
tranfcFipt  of  the  teilificate  of  his  ordination  in  Lutin, 
and  the  EngVip  veriion  thereof^  with  fome  other  paper* 
ibr  your  clearing  and  informatjjfn  in  the  liOrd's  caufe  ; 
tiKHiking  you  heartily  for  the  great  kindivefs,  he  reports, 
that  ye  (hewed  unto  him,  taking  it  as  if  it  hi-d  been  done 
to  all  of  U3.  And  dciiring  that  ye,  ihikuig  yourfelves 
clean  of  the  abominations  of  the  time,  niay  embody 
yourlelves  in  Cliriftian  fellowihips  and  ibticcies,  wtli  ait 
tcndemefs  and  brokcnneJs  of  heart,  crying  mightily  to 
the  Lord,  that  he  would  return  and  be  reconciled  unto 
tlie  remnant  of  his  heritage,  and  reclaim  hi«  c-irtivate  de* 
clarative  glory  out  of  the  hands  of  the  proud  enemy ; 
suid  we  lhall  keep  a  correfpoadence  with  you,  and  lielp 
you  with  any  whom  the  Lord  fends  forth  unto  us,  cloath* 
cd  with  his  commillion,  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of 
fiuvaiion.  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  the  covenanted 
God  of  Britain  a^d  Ireland j  be  with  you. 

The  meeting  like^'ile  appointed  fome  faft^avs  to  be 
tf^pt  by  the  Ibcieties,  viz.  It  was  appointed  that  the  i  tth 
of  O^oher  fbould  be  kept  a  day  of  public  fatting  r.a J  hu- 
miliation for  our  great  and  innumerable  iniquities  which 
have  provoked  the  Lord  for  a  feafonto  deprive  us  of  the 
Uiifpeakable  privilege  of  the  go fpcl,  and  not  endeavour- 
hig  to  order  our  hearts  and  couvcrfations  thereunto. 

It 
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It  yns  alfo  appointed  that  the  25th  of  October  flioulfl 
be  publicly  kept  a  day  of  fafting  and  prayer  to  tlic  Lord, 
who  hath  given  feme  refrcfhing  pledges  oi'  his  duiRg 
greiter  things,  by  his  returning  again  (out  oi"  his  mer^:. 
Mr-ixy,  notwithllanding  of  our  great  tratifgrdUons)  with 
a  blmlc  ^f  the  blefled  gofpcl ;  that  he  Avould  now  help  ur 
to  improve  the  great  mercy  beftowed  upontis,  and  keep 
us  from  provoking  him  again  to  remove  the  candle  out 
of  uar  caiiJie flick. 

As  allb,  it  was  appointed  that  the  1 5th  of  Nwemher 
be  kept  a  day  of  public  thanklgiving  to  the  Lord  for  hie 
many  and  great  mercies  hitherto  beftowed  upon  -us,  m 
not  leaving  us  altogether  in  our  low  coi^tioiu 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  General  Meeting 
(IvaU  be  upon  the  28th  of  November ^  at  Glafgpw  :  and 
tHatthe  collections  Ih.ill  be  brought  there  l^  the  com- 
DRuHoueEs  wlio  come, 

Thk  ftate  of  the  land  vms  ftill  as  before,  bv  violent 
prefiing  of  the  Teft  and  hearing  of  Curates,  whkk  were 
?las !  much  complied  with  by  not  a  few  :  iiuc,  through 
{jnce,  many  were  kept  fr6m  both  thefe  abo»ninations, 
^homng  rather  to  futfer  than  to  fin.  And  though  the. 
perficiitions  and  trials  which  the  focicties  were  tryfteft 
with  were  not  firrall,  nor  the  reproach  from  friends  \\h& 
W  mif-conirructions  of  ther;i  w^crc  not  fer,  which  in- 
ticed  was  \\H:IghtY,  efpeciaily  as  coming  from  them ;  yet 
one  thing  did  not  a  little  alleviate  and  lightcijk  the  facie. 
I'c.  the  home-coming  of  Mr.  James  Renwick  ;  whereby 
t!it:y  w«;re  put  in  hope  of,  and  did  enjoy  the  gofpcl 
prached,  which  was  very  refre filing  and  reviving,  after 
'Cloi:g  a  Lininc  of  gofpd-ord indices  :  And  by -the  bie!- 
*-Jig  cf  the  Laid,  it  proved  a  mean  to  keep  foine  irom 
"'Unirtg  Jipon,  and  to  recover  others  from  extremes  oa 
Ij^'th  Ir.mds.  It  w;if>  ftrcngthening  in  that  weary  day^ 
toaiK/rilno  in  that  fad,  and  enlightening  in  that  Xlark  and 
[■ioomyd.i*.  As  UTure  the  laiV  meeting,  the  focieries 
^^'trcinnch  iiiirrcprcfLnted,  10  after  it  t]u'^  wore  not  lei's, 
^•<»t  i.iilxer  move  ;  clbeciallv  Mr.  Tames  Renwick  wa^ 
[fcitly  niikeprciriited  and  reproached,  oi-.ciuioned  l^r 
il-ercinlhig  of  his  icltiinony  at  the  lalt  luceiing,  which 
'partiralari)-  that  jiart  ihei-^^j!  cjuocnihiji  fbiiic^  ininl(\crs 
^''hou-erethji'tinniimcd}  was  very  ill  tukcr*,  undoAend- 
«1  ievfral  pi'ifonfi,  yei,  from  th;it  tim-i  ibrn*^  of  our 
liuinbtr  icU  tiix  ivcia  ul.     But  ai  it  was  niucli  talked o^^ 
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fa  it  was  much  mifreprefented,  it  being  reported  (which 
was  believed  by  many)  that  he  had  excommunicated  fome 
o£  thefe  minifters,  which  was  far  from  his  thoughts  and 
intention;  neither  did  the  paper  itfelf  bear  any  fuch 
thing  ;  for  all  that  is  in  it  concerning  thefe  minifters 
named  therein,  is  his  teftimony  againft  what  he  thought 
was  wrong  in  their  pradlice,  and  not  one  word  of  excom- 
munication of  them  or  any  other. 

.  The  General  Meeting  conveenedat  Woodftdey  near 
Glafgow,  upon  the  28th  of  November ^  1^83.  After 
prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  meeting,  they  approved  of 
all  that  was  done  by  the  former  meeting,  OEloher  3d  ; 
and  particularly  did  agree  with,  and  approve  of  that  re- 
fclution  concerning  the  oath  of  fecrecy,  which  was  no 
further  to  be  impoied. 

idhy  They  agreed  unto,  and  confented  with  a  Pro- 
teftation  againft  the  Scotch  congregation  at  Rotterdam, 
fcr  fcveral  caufes  therein  contained  ;  which  was  there- 
after fent  to  Mr,  Robert  Hamilton,  who  put  it  in  print, 
aid  fent  fome  of  them  to  Rotterdam.  As  this  paper 
&ath  ftnce  I)een  much  fpoken  againft,  and  condemned  by 
niany,  fo  the  focieties  upon  more  mature  deliberation  a- 
Bout  it,  although  they  looked  upon  the  caufes  inferted 
therein  materiaUy  conlidered  and  rightly  applied,  were 
true,  and  fufficient  ground  for  a  proteftation,  and  defir- 
cd  that  it  might  be  looked  upon  as  a  ftanding  teftimony 
ftogether  with  what  contendings  have  formerly  been  by 
lome  Scotch  fufferers  in  that  land)  for  the  vindication  of 
truth,  and  againft  the  fad  wrongs  and  abufes  in  that  con- 
gregation, ay,  and  while  the  caufes  inferted  were  main- 
tained, and  the  offence  and  fcandal  given,  not  removed  ; 
yet  they  were  convinced,  not  only  that  there  was  an  o- 
miffion  of  the  due  method  of  going  about  fuch  an  afti- 
on,  when  they  had  not  given  previous  admonition  to 
the  perfons  protefted  againft  •,  but  alfo  fome  words  and 
cxpreffions  were  unfuitable,  untender,  bitter  and  ofteii- 
five.  But  in  regard  the  Proteftation  itfelf  is  in  print, 
and  the  fociety's  mind  concerning  it  maybe  feen  in  their 
Jbiformatory  Vindication^  what  is  faid  above  may  fuiUce 
here. 

3J/j»,  The  meeting  agreed  upon  two  Letter?,  the  one 
to  the  claffis  of  Groningen,  to  whom  they  were  very 
much  obliged  and  indebted  for  the  crJiriation  of  Mr. 
Renwickj  and  they  thought  it  duty  to  Hgnlfy  their  thank- 

fuhieis 


Central Meeiwg^  Nov.  7.^th^  \^^^.     n^ 

fulnefs  in  a  letter  ;  which  being  tranflated  into  Latin  was 
fcnt  to  Chcm  :  And  the  other  to  feveral  perfons  in  jPrzVz- 
lattd^  and  more  efpecially  thefe  in  the  city  of  Leewarden, 
who  had  various  ways  flbcwn  their  fympathy  with  the 
ibcieties  ;  which  letter  wa^  likewife  fcnt. 

4/*/j,  It  vn.%  appointed  by  the  meeting  that  Thomas 
laning,  William  Nairn  and  Michael  Shields  fhould  go 
to  Fife,  and  fpeak  with  fome  perfons  there,  who  had 
withdrawn  with  James  Ruflel  from  their  brethren,  and 
wcrccontinnifigin  that  feparation :  And  out  of  brother- 
ly love   and  kindncfs  to  them,  to  defire  them  to  come 
and  hear  the  gofpel  preached  by  Mr.  James  Renwick. 
Accordingly  the  forefaid  perfons  went  to  Fife,  and  fpoke 
vith  fome  of  thefe  people  they  were  fent  to.     But  to  the 
cud  it  may  be  the  better  known  what  they  did  there,  and 
Vaat  anfwer  they  received,  I  fhall  here  fet  down  the  re- 
port, fubfcribed  by  them  all  three,  ^ftd  ihewn  to  the 
next  meeting  as  an  account  of  their  diligence* 

"  We,  under-fubfcribers,  being  cominjAionate  by  the 
General  Meeting,  to  go  to  the  fociety  lof  Fife,  and  invite 
thcmtohenr  the  gofpel  faithfully  prisached  by  Mr.  James 
Renwick :  In  obedience  whereunto  we  went  \  and  at  Eiic, 
wFife;  upon  the  i/^th  of  Decembety  1683,  got  fome  of 
them  con veened  together,  viz*  three  men  and  a  boy,  and 
about  fcven  or  eight  women.     When  conveened,  be*- 
fcre  we  would  impart  our  commifBon  to  them,  we  thought 
^t  duty  thzt  one  of  ourfelves  fliould  pray  •,  which  when 
heard  by  them,  they  declared  they  would  not  join  with 
tJs :  Wlien  we  faw  them  fo,  we  forbarc,  and  delivered 
ourcommiiTion  after  tlik  manner.— ^— The  General  Mee- 
ting hath  fent  us  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Lord  out  of 
his  free  love  and  iniinite  mercy  hath  viiited  hi  j  pooi*  peo-* 
pfe  in  their  low  condition,  in  giving  us  the  Iweet  and 
precious  gofpel  again,  in  ftirring  up  Mr.  James  Rcmvick; 
a  minifter,  faitliftilly  to  preach  the  iame,  and  freely  to 
teftify  againft  the  fins  and  abominations  of  the  time,  to 
^"hich  we  have  been  witncfs  both  in  private  and  in  pu- 
blic ;  and  confidering  oar  being  bound  in  covenant  to- 
gether, atid  out  of  brotlierly  love  and  kindncfs  to  your 
loiils,  they  earneftly  dclire  nnd  invite  you  to  conje  and 
hear  the  fame,  and  be  prirtakcrs  of  that  rich  and  unfpea^ 
kablc  bleffing  the  Lord  liath  beftowed. 
■  "  After  we  had  thus  fpoken,  we  defired  an  anfwer  : 
Whereupon  they  decljtrcd  they  would  neither  hear  him, 
nor  join  with  us,  b^caufe  of  the  reafons  a3p4  grounds  they 
P  \xA 
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had  feparated  from  us  upon,  before  the  faid  Mr.  Jamc* 
went  froltn  Scotland.  We  deiired  they  would  inftancer 
them :  They  inftancedthc  «<  pajingof  cuftoms  at  ports, 
•*  and  in  markets  •,"  yet  they  faid  "  they  were  clear  to 
*'  pay  them  at  boat*  and  bridges  V'  To  which  we  re* 
■plied,  that  we  were  not  to  juftifjf^  the  paying  of  cut- 
toms^  yet  we  could  not  drive  ib  abruptly  andinconfide- 
rately  to  fuch  a  height  of  feparation  upon  that  head  as 
they  did*  But  they  reftifed  to  debate  any  further  anent 
them^  becaufe  they  affirmed  that  it  was  fuUy  debated 
before  ;  which  we  denied,,  as  to  the  way  that  they  had 
taken  in  flating  a  feparation  upon  that  head,,  efpecially^ 
{o  prefumptuoufly^  They  faid  it  was,  anci  was  to  be 
■feen  in  theu*  pubUe  papers  \  which,^  when  we  defired  to 
fee,  they  faid  diey  had  them  not.  Andalfo,  theyaffir^ 
medthat  the  not  paying  of  cuftoms  was  enafted  at  the 

,  meeting  at  Tala-linn,.  and  put  as  aarat^irregation  to  the* 
members  thereof  ^  "Which  we  denied,,  two  of  us  being 
prefent  there^^  And  likewife  they  faid,  they  had  other 
things  againfl  Mr.  Renwicky  and  us  both  :  We  defired 
to  hear  them  :  They  told  us  they  were  in  then*  public 

,  papers.  So  all  the  ground  they  gave  for  reftrfing  to  hear 
the  faid  Mr.  James- pfeach,  was  only  thisj  that  he  does 
not  as  yet  fee  the  paying  of  ciiftoms,.  and  joining  with 
thofe  who  pay  the  fame  to  be  a  gtovx^  of  feparation,  and 
eC  debarring  from  the  privileges  of  the  church.  And  as^ 
for  days  of  the  week,  and  months  of  the  year,  they  own* 
ed  the  fame  was  not  a  ground  of  feparation,  yet  adhered. 
to  that  paper  given  xn  by  James  RuiTel  to  the  General 
Meeting  anent  the  iome ;  and  particularly  to  that  part 
of  it,  which  fays,: — **  Thofe  who  own  fuch  names,  ferve 
themfelves  heirs  to  that  fame  (if  not  greater)  punifh* 
ment,  which  Qod  infliAed  upon  idolaters  of  old  i^  which 
is  a  real  contradi6tion^  This  is  truths  as  witnefs  our 
hands.'*  ' 

THOMAS  LINING. 
Sic  Subfcrihitury  WILLIAM  NAIRN. 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 

And  laftly,  the  meeting  appointed  fome  days  to  be 
kept  by.  the  Societies,  and  condefcended  upon  the  caufes 
as  follow.     As 

I/. 

*  Bv  this  tt  is  evidcDt  that  they  could  not  charge  them  with 
tolerating  the  paying  of  any  other  public  burdCDS  or  taxefi  o^ 
fhgrwifc  tbcy  would  Aol  hate  iailtd  \o  do  ix. 
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xft^  It  was  appointed  that  the  ^tk  cf  Dfcember,  fliould 
be  kept  a  day  ef  puUic  fafting  and  prayer  unto  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  either  bridle  the  rage  of  enemies  againft 
our  honourable  friend  and  fufferer,  Earifioun^  or  cariy 
him  honourably  through  the  trial ;  and  alfo,  that  thole 
raoft  coiv:emed  in  him  may  be  kept  by  the  Lord)  and 
helped  rightly  to  carry  under  their  fad  affli^ons.  The 
occaiion  of  fetting  this  day  apart  for  the  forefaidend, 
was  the  trials  and  tentations  which  they  h(^d  £arlftoun 
was  at  that  time  meeting  with- 

2^,  It  was  appointed  that  the  27^1  of  December  flipuld 
be  kept  a  day  of  public  thankfgiying  unto  the  Lord,  for 
his  conveening  of  us  together  upon  the  23d  oiNovimber^ 
te  hear  his  goipd  preached,  and  bringing  us  all  fafely  off, 
fietwithftandii^g  the  great  ftiry  and  diligence  of  enemies 
againft  us.  This  23d  of  November ^  Mr.  James  Renwick 
preached  at  Darmede^  which  was  the  iirft  public  fermon 
he  had  in  the  fields ;  at  which  time  the  diligence  of  c- 
nemies  was  great  againft  us,  and  being  delivered,  from 
Ithem,  it  w?is  thought  fit  to  let  apart  a  day  of  th^nkfgiv- 
ing  for  it. 

3  J,  It  was  appointed  that  the  25th  of  January ^  1684, 
fcould  be  kept  a  day  of  public  fafting  and  humiliation 
before  the  t«ord,  for  our  d^nful  walking  under  that  (evCi- 
jy  way)  fadly -abufcd  engagement  unto  fecrefy. 

And  it  was  <appointed  that  the  next  ^General  Meeting 
fcould  be  upon  the  2 ift  of  iv^rz^^ry,   1684,  at   Auchen* 
gilloch,'  to  which  ^the  Societies  were  to  fend  the  coUec-, 
tions,  and  the  faid  day  was  to  be  kept  in  prayer  b^  thefe  ^ 
remaining  at  home. 

Having  given  fome  relation  of  what  was  done  at 
tWs  meeting,  I  ftiall  fubjoin  two  letters  agreed  upon  by 
Acm.  Firft,  the  letter  to  the  clafEsof  Groningen^  thi 
^xt  to  the  fociety  in  Friezland. 

November  28,  168^. 

ReverendiJ/lmi  Dotnim  vigilantUpmt  PaJloreSy 

THE  Lord  having  now,  to  our  grent  joy  and  en- 
couragement, reftored  unto  us  our  beloved  friend 
and  minifter,  Mr.  James  Renwick,  and  brought  him 
through  many  imminent  dangers  ;  (for  which  we  defirc 
to  rejoice  in  him,  prailing  his  holy  name)  who  hath 
giv^.i  fuch  an  ampl?  and  favoury  accountof  yDur  teA 

P  Z  COU»y 


lj6  \tbc  Societfs  Letter  to 

concernednefs  for  pur  Matter's  caufe,  and  gflfeftipjl'  *o 
and  fympathy  with  us  in  Scothnd^  that  we  muft  burft 
out  in  exprdfing  our  fenfibl^nefs  of|  and  joV  in  the.  &met  - 
hj  writing  unto  you :  again  ^d  again  blemng  th^  Lord^  ^ 
jUid  thanking  y6i|  for  the  fingulur  mercy  which  .we  €ru . 
joy,  by  your  confirming  of  our  fof  efaid  beloyed  frieiid : 
Mr.  James  RifiwUk  in  the  work  of  the  miBiiftry'  (fOr 
which  he  wag  Cent  over  unto-  you  by  us]  whereof  the 
JiOrd  gives  fpecial  evidences  of  his  own  approbation,  be-* 
iiig  fipgularly  with  him  in  that  great  and  weighty  work, 
to  our  great  rcfrefliing  and  encouragement:  and  alio 
t:?ftif}ing  and  confirming  the  truth  of  that  faitl^ful  Mr. 
IViUiam  Bracket  minifter  at  Leewarderii  witneffed  in  his 
friendly  teftimony  of  our  ftudent  before  your  Prefhy-* 
tery,  viz.  That  the  teftificates  and  calls  Ibbferibcd  by 
lis  unto  them,  particularly  to  the  forefaid  Mr,  Janu^t. 
Ren^wichf  were  delivered  into  the  band  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable the  laird  of  Earljhun.  We  acknowledge  our- 
felves  niany  ways  your  debtors,  both  in  fpirituals  and 
temporals,  and  are  very  feniible  of  your  care  of  the 
church  of  God,  evidenced  fo  many  ways  unto  us  in. our  . 
low  cafe  and  condition,  now  when  the  enemies  of  our 
Lord  in  this  land  have  caften  down  the  Lord's  houfe  to 
the  ground,  and  laid  his  pleafant  portion  defolate,  and 
caften  many  of  us  out  of  our  houfes,  being  violently  per- 
fecute,  and  that  unto  death,  with  all  the  fubtilty  and 
trjelty  which  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  can  dcvife, 
O  !  the  fury  and^wickednefs  of  enemies  is  come  to  a  great 
height^  and  the  malice  of  backilidcrs  is  fwelled  to  a  great 
mealure,  not  only  Chriftianity  but  huxnanity  being  alto* 
gether  given  up  by  the  moft  part  of  the  nation  -,  fo  that 
^  things  fpeafc  forth  the  cup  of  the  AmorlU  and  Eda* 
unite  to  be  near  fullj  and  that  the  Lord  is  even  at  the 
doo^rs  with  a  great  deluge  ©f  his  wrath,  to  be  let  looie 
upon  the  generation.  But  in  the  midft  of  all  our  dif- 
trefles  and  difficulties  (O  !  blcfled  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord)  WQ  have  no  reafon  to  complain,  for  he  fpeaks  com- 
fortably to  us  in  this  wildernefs  5  ^le  is  a  prefent  help  to 
us  in  the  time  of  our  need,  and  puts  fongs  in  our  mouths 
in  the  midft  of  this  hot  fire  ;  and  is  wonderfully  fecn  in 
hiding,  preferving  and  encouraging  us  ;  it  being  no  fmall 
refrefhment  unto  us,  that  he  hath  put  into  your  hearts 
to  ftand  ftill  and  to  hear  our  complaints,  and  to  become 
companions  with  us  in  our  tribulations  \  for  which  we 
ijefiure  to  praife  the  Lord^  aad  to  pray  unto  tum,  that  he 

who 
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-who  is  not  unrighteous  to  forgfet  your  labour  of  lore  ma^ 
Inward  you,  for  putting  to  your  hands  to  ftrengthcn  and 
help  a  wreftling  and  bleeding  church ;  and  that  he  may 
make  you  ever  faithfiil  in  his  vineyard,  following  your 
labours  with  his  ridi  blefling,  to  the  glory  of  his  great 
name,  and  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  in  the  earth, 
and  in  the  fouls  of  his  people.  O !  mind  the  diftreflci 
and  affli<Eted,  bleeding  cafe  of  the  once  glorious  church 
of  Scotland,  as  we  defire  to  mind  you,  both  in  public  an4 
in  private.     We  remain, 

T9i4r  ajjured friends  and  obliged fervanfs 
to  Qur  full  power  in  the  Lgrd^ 

Subfcribed  in  our  i;xame  by  the  clerk  of  fcar  general 
meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS, 


To  the  right  honourable,  truly^  gracious,  ^nd  really  fympchm 
..   thi/ing  Brethren  and  Sifiers  in  Frjefland,  and  more  ^ 
fpecially  in  the  city  ©/"L^ewarden, 

Nove?nher  22th,  1683, 

THE  Lor4  did  vouchfafe  fuch  gracious  and  glorlout 
privileges  upon  us,  that  he  brought  us  unto  a 
pitch  of  reformation,  and  many  engagements  to  be 
for  him,  beyond  many  (yfea,  wd  may  fay  to  the  praife  of 
liJ«  free^race,  and  with  refleftion  upon  our  prefent  in-, 
gratitude,  beyond  any)  lands  ;  but  he  hath  been  many 
ways  provoked  by  us  to  lay  us  low  as  ^t  this  day^,  which 
indeed  we  mull  confefs  we  have  deferved,  yea^,  and  more 
>t  his  hand ;  but  we  defire  to  take  aU  in  love  from  himj' 
whochaftneth  and  loveis,  and  loves  in  chaftifcment ;  and 
infeeking  by  this  hot  and  fiery  furnace  to  get  a  remnant 
purified  for  himfelf,  amongft  whom  he  may  take  delight 
to<iwell.  And  now  when  the  furnace  is  ftill  growing 
totter  and  hotter,  fhould  not  we  lopk  beyond  the  outfide 
.  of  difpenfations,  into  the  Lord's  glorious  purpofes  and 
intentions  j  who,  the  more  hot  he  makes  the  furnacc^^ 
niinds  to  produce  the  more  pure  metal  thereby  ?  Alfo 
^hcn  we  think  upon  (of  which  we  are  fnre  ye  are  not 
.without  the  apprchenfions)  the  fad  and  deplorable  cafe  of 
^futional  and  oth^r  churches^  by  reafon  of  unfaitlv{u\<^ 
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.  nefs  to  the  Lord,  little  efteem  of  his  precious  truths^ 
vr^ot  of  zeal  for  his  glory,  and  not  following  him  fullf 
as  he  ought  to  be  \  we  are  indeed  perfuaded,  that  where 
lie  hath  thoughts  of  loye,  and  purpofes  of  kindnefs,  thir 
ther  he  will  come,  and  fit  as  a  'refiner's  fire  to  purge  and 
refine.  But,  O  !  ever  bleflid  be  his  holy  and  exalted 
Ziame^  he  who  is  able  to  raife  children  unto  Abraham^. 
^ut  of  the  fliones,  will  not  want  a  teftimony  for  himfelf> 
and  a  company  of  living  witneflies :  and  we  may  fay,  \sy 
the  praife  of  his  glorious  free  grace,  arjd  gracious  conde»- 
icendency  to  our  once  glorious,  but  now  bleeding  and 
wounded,  yet  wreftling  and  contending  motherrchurch^ 
that  in  our  land  he  hath  had  this ;  we  f^y^  a  comj^ny^ 
a  party  whom  he  ftill  honoured,  and  is  yet  honouring 
a^d  helpii^to  burft  out  with  declarations,  proteftations^ 
Jbcftimomcs,  refiftances,  and  that  unto  blood  ^jgainft  all 
^le  heinous  indignities  dpn^to  him,  whom  he  hath  not 
fcft  helplefs  nor  coipfortlefs.  And  among  our  other  re- 
frefhings  from  himfelf,  this  is  one,  and  not  a  fmall  one, 
that  he  hgth  ftirred  you,  our  right  honourable  and  deart 
ly  beloved,  brethren  and  fifters,  to  yi^cftle  fp  diligently^ 
and  to  contend  fo  faithfully,  z'ealoufly.  and  valiantly  for 
our  church  \  and  to  bear  burden,  arid  really  to  fympa-* 
thi;£e  with  us  in  pur  affliftions,  trials  and  tribulations^ 
evidenced  by  your  fincere  love,  and  great  kindnefs  unte, 
^nd  fingular  fympathy  with  pur  right  honpurabl<?  firiend 
Mr.  Robert  Hamilton^  who  hath. been  much  dignifitd 
:3Lnd  owned  of  the  Lord,  in  his  many  engagements,  ap-? 
pearances,  contendings  and  fufferings  at  hom(e  for  the 
Lord's  caufe ;  ?nd  in  his  many  wrefllings  abroad,  which 
ye  are  not  ignorant  of,  having  given  many  evidences  of 
l^is  care,  diligence,  faithfulnefs,  and  zeal  for  the  Lord : 
.^d  alfo  evidenced  by  your  great  love  and  fympathy  with 
our  right  honourjable  friend  Earljioun^  and  his  perfecuted 
and  caft-out  family,  who  is  the  branch  of  an  old  fland- 
3ng  houfe  for  jtlie  Lord;  he  himfelf  honoured  to  be 
greatly  active  for  his  jcaufe,  and  now  called  to  be  imme- 
diatdy  under  the  enemies  lafh  upon  that  account.  And, 
ijaoreoyer,  evidenced  by  the  great  charges  ye  have  been 
at  in  helping  our  diftrefled  and  caft-out  families,  in  col- 
lefting  fo  liberally  for  the  fame  •,  for  which  we  deiire  to 
blefs  the  Lord,  and  to  thank  you,  praying  earneftly  that 
he  himfelf  may  reward  you,  who  will  not  forget  your 
hi}?3ur  of  love  and  compafiion  of  us  in  pur  bonds.     O! 
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^liat  ihall  we  fay,  we  are  all  members  of  X)ne  body,  fub- 
jeft  to  one  gloripus  he*ad,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  wh© 
iuth  purchafed  us  to  himfelf :  and  this  is  manifefted  by 
you  indeed.  Therefore  let  us  go  on  in  evidencing  the 
ftrfft  conjunifUon  of  us  his  members,  that  when  one  fuf- 
fisrs,  ail  fuffer  with  it :  and  when  one  rejoiceth,  all  re- 
joice with  it.  And  alfo  making  to  appear  our  love  to 
our  lovely  and  bleffed  Lord,  by  following  him  fully  5 
labouring  not  to  be  put  off  our  ground  t^  the  v^iolent 
and  boifterous  winds  of  perfecution  which  we  are  toffed 
with,  and  which  ye  may  expert  to  be  liable  unto.  O  ! 
have  we  not  a  noble  and  glorious  Captain  to  follow,  who 
hath  fuffered  more  for  us  than  we  can  do  for  him,  delU 
ViTing  himfolffor  our  offences^  and  rifitig  4igain  for  cur  jtif^ 
tijication*  O  !  it  is  highly  defirable  to  be  like  him;  yea, 
iuch  a  high  defire,  th^t  loft  wonn  man  durft  not  have 
attempted  it,  if  the  Lord  liimfelf  had  not,  out  of  his 
infinite  and  free  love,,  condefcended  bot}^  to  provide  the 
means,  and  call  us  untQ  it '.  and  it  is  highly  defirable  to 
be  like  bim  in  every  thing,  fo  alfo  in  his  fuffering,  (w^9 
was  ^  made  perfeB  thro*  fuffering)  not  being  divided  from 
him  in  his  patience.  O  !  fliall  we  not  look  beyond  what 
is  in  time,  and  in  this  howling  but  fhort  wildernefs, 
unto  what  he  hath  provided  for,  and  promifed  unto 
thofe  who  overcome?  who  hath  faid.  They  Jball  wait 
with  him  in  white. 

Now,  right  honourable  Friends,  we  cannot  expreft 
the  love  we  owe  unto  you ;  but  we  may  fay,  we  have 
our  hearts  united  unto  you,  as  we  do  not  doubt  but  yours 
are  alfo  unto  us,  though  we  be  not  in  the  capacity  to 
mamfeft  the  fame,  as  you  have  done  many  ways :  but 
ve  defire  to  be  often  and  much  at  a  throne  of  grace  for 
you,  begging  that  ye  will  be  fo  for  us,  in  our  contend- 
ings  and  extreme  fufferings.     So  remaio, 

.  Tour  hearty  wellwijhmgy  really  endeared f,and  very  much 
obliged  brethren  yjtjiers  coidfervants  iti  our  ever  Ue£ed 
Lordy 

Subfcribed.  in  our  name,  and  by  our  direftion,  by 
^  clerk  of  our  general  meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 
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To  all  and  fundry  true  Protejlant  Churcha  to  nvham^ 
thir  prefents  may  come.  ^ 

Ncvemhr  2^tiy  r68}. 

WE  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  in  fomc  meat 
furc  it  is  known  unto  you,  how  that  ouV  anti* 
^nt  and  reformed  church  of  Scotland  did  fometime  glori- 
cuHy  flouriih  with  the  great  and  bright  fplendour  of  thi 
true  religion,  fo  that  her  light  was  viiible  to  all  adjacent 
churches :  but  now,  defervedly  for  Our  finning  agaiiifl  the 
J-iOrd^-  we  have  occafioned  his  vineyard  in  our  land  t6  be 
4)verfpread^  and  trodden  down  with  foxes,  and  devoured 
with  the  wild  beafts  of  the  field ;  we  being  under  varioiM 
and  fad  exigences j  great  perfecutions  and  reproaches, 
which  alfo  we  may  be  perfuaded  are  come  unto  your  ear. 
ITie  weighty  confederation  whereof  (together  with  the 
great  hope  we  have  of  your  •  concernednefs  with  us  in 
our  low  and  defolate  cafe,  whereunto,  as  to  the  external 
face  of  our  church,  we  are, redacted  ;  yet  dignified  and 
helped,  though  weakly,  but  willingly  to  contend  fir  tbe 
faith  once  delivered  to  thejaints^  and  for  the  privileges  of 
the  church  of  God)  moved  us  to  fend  and  commiffion- 
ate  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Robert  Hamiltohj  unto  all 
you  who  are  wellwifliers  unto  the  commonwealth  of  Ifraely 
and  that  upon  many  deliberate  and  weighty  grounds ; 
knowing  that  our  caufe  and  cafe  is  fadly  mifreprefented 
unto  you  by  the  fubtile  dealings  of  our  adverfaries  and 
backfliders,  who  are  finfully  active,  but  moft  vigilant  in 
giving  mifinformation,  and  falfe  relations  of  what  we  aft. 
and  do  I  as  if  our  principles  and  proceedings  were  con- 
trary to  the  written  word  of  God,  the  fiipreme  judge  rf 
all  controverfies,  and  true  Proteftantifm.     Whereas,  we 
jointly  and  unanimoufly  declare,  that  we  neither  main* 
tain  or  hold  any  thing  contrary  to  the  fcriptnres  of  truth, 
our  ancient  laws  ecclefiailic  and  civil,  and   our  noble 
work  of  reformation ;    but  defire  (yea,  and  have  been 
helped  through  the  Lord's  grace)  to  fquare  our  actions 
and  proceedings  according  thereunto,  for  which  we  this 
day,  and  for  more  than  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  ase, 
and  have  been  fuffering  af3i<Slions,  perfecutions,  outcaft- 
iQgs,  banifhments,  imprifonments,  and  reproaches,  yea, 
a/2d  death  itfelf. 

We 
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¥e  therefore,  the  true  Proteflant,  Anti-popifh,  An" 
ti-pi-elatick,  Anti-eraftian,  and  perfecuted  Prefbyteriarx 
church  of  S('otlafid^  do  concredit  this  our  Commissioner, 
giving  him  our  full  power,  confent  and  affent,  faithful- 
ly and  truly  to  inform  all  true  Proteftants  and  reformed 
churches,  kingdoms  and  commonwealths,  unto  which 
he  (hall  or  may  come,  of  our  prcfent  cafe,  principles, 
former  and  later  proceedings :  and  that  we  are  only, 
through  God's  grace,  labouring  to  keep  ourfelves  JftiU 
clean  in  the  vrzf  of  the  Lord,  as  it  hath  been  walked  in 
by  otir  predeceifors,  (of  truly  worthy  memory)  in  their 
carrying  on  of  our  noble  and  glorious  work  of  reformati- 
on, in  the  feveral  fteps  thereof,  from  Popery,  Prelacy, 
and  Eraftian  fuprei!;acy ;  and  it  is  upon  thefe  heads  that 
car  fufferings  hafve  been  and  are  flated.  And  for  the 
more  clear  and  full  knowledge  thercoT,  wc  recommend 
you  to  the  information  of  this  our  right  honourable  and 
faithful  CommiHioner,  as  being  feen  in  all  our  atfairs> 
and  of  one  judgment,  under  the  fame  fulFerings  with  us  ; 
and  alfo,  while  he  was  in  our  laud,  highly  dignified  and 
countenanced  of  the  Lord  in  his  many  contendings  and 
"wreftlings,  engagements,  rencounters  and  appearances 
2gainft  the  common  adverfary,  contendings  and  wreft- 
Ji^igs  againft  defeftion  and  backfliding  courfes,  and  great 
ar.d  many  fuiFerings  for  truth. 

So  we  humbly  intrcat  and  defire  that  whatever  infor- 
ra;^tion  ye  have  gotten,  or  may  get,  from  any  hand  what- 
ever, either  enemies  or  backHiders,  particularly  miniftcrs 
^  have  forfaken  the  Lord,  and  deferted  us,  of  us, 
Oiir  principles  and  proceedings,  contrary  to  the  v/ord  of 
God,  o\]x  Covenants  and  engagements  unto  him,  may  . 
not  be  credited  nor  believed  by  you,  they  being  only . 
filfe  afperlions  and  calumnies,  through  malice,  caft  u- 
pon  us,  yea,  nor  contrary  to  the  infor'v.ation  of  this  our 
Jight  honourable  Truftee,  and  faithful  Commiffioner, 
^hom  and  whqfe  information  we  humbly,  but  earnefkly 
d-Sre  and  requeft  all  churches,  kingdoms  and  common- 
wealths, whither  he  niay  come,  to  receive  and  entertain 
^im,  as  ye  would  not  rejc^  the  fuits  and  petitlon3of  the 
once  glorious,  but  now  affli<^ed,  toiled,  wounded, , and 
bleeding,  yet  wreftling  church  of  Scotland ;  and  inreceiv- 
log  of  hirri,  it  ihall  he  as  done  to  all  of  us.  Therefore 
all  ye  lovers  of  Zioiiy  do  not  flight,  but  ponder  deeply, 
the  fad  cafe,  we,  as  a  fliare  of  the  Protcfiant  Intcrelt, 
^e  reJafted  untO;  holding  up  the  fame  in  your  pto^jtrs 
q^  to 
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ta'the  Lore! ;  for  God  calls  all  to  f/mpatliize  togethov 
and  to  confidcr,  that  the  plotting^,  confultatioiis,  mal- 
chievements  and  adiings  af  advei-faries,  are  intended  a- 
gaii;ift  the  whole  ;  and  when  one  member  fuflers,  all 
luffer  with  it. .  And  we^  for  our  parts,  (which  is  dll  the 
remuneration  that  at  the  time  we  can  give)  fhall  not 
ccafe  to  p^ray  for  your  flourifliing  in  fpirituals  and  tcm- 
pojralsi 

Subfcribcd  in  our  name,  and  br  our  direcbion,,  by  the 
clerk  of  oiir  General  Meeting. 

MICHAEL  shields: 


Tliey  Ekewife  fent  a  fetter  to  Mr:  William  Bnvckel : 
The  exaft  copy  of  which  follc»\vs. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Mr,  William  a Brackel,  Mlnifir 
cf  the  Gojpd  a/ Lee  war  den  In  Fru'zia;:J. 

\  Right  Reverend  and  Dear  jj/r, 

IN  the  time  oi  the  church  her  profperity,.  there  are 
multitudes  that  flow  unto  her,  mimy  of  them  having 
their  eyes  upon  a  worldly  kingdom,  not  taking  up  right- 
ly wherein  the  kingdom  of  Jefus«  Clvrift  conlifrs,  who 
ire  no  fooner  difappointed  of  their  carnal  and  fenfual 
cxpeflations,  but  prefently  they  fleer  their  courfv?  ano- 
ther way,  and  turn  head-i^ong  againft  what  they  feemed 
to  be  zealous  for :  jBufcin  a  day  of  perfecution,  when  Zi- 
on  is  ;a  diflrefs,  and  the  adverfary  inliilting,  (efi>ecially 
in  fuch  a  cafe  as  curs)  when  thole  w^Uo  formerly  put  to 
their  hand  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  fallen  Jcruialem  :n 
trotiblous  times  ;  yet  the  tronbfes  increafmg,  they  not 
€)nly  left  their  Virork,  but  alfo  arc  pulling  clown  what 
once  they  had  fiiewn  lo  mmh  carnefmefs  iti  building  i 
We  fay,  in  fuch  a  d;iy,  the  ftepptng  in  of  any  wirli  en- 
couragement to  the  biu:den4>earers,  andputirfigto  their 
hands  in  helping  them,  makes  both  the  Lord's  hand  tj> 
be  the  more  feen  in  it,  and  the  love  of  fr.ch  to  be  the 
more  manifeiled  in It^  So  wc  cemiot  but  blcft  and  praife 
the  Hohf  Ofie  of  Jfrael^  who  hath  viljted  us  in  our  low- 
condition,  in  putting  it  in  the  hearts  of  any  to  ftand  Aill 
and  hear  our  complaints^  and  become  companions  with 
Ks  in  our  tribulation ;.  and  alfo  to  be  flnfiblc  of  your  c?4rc 
of  the  chiu*ch  o£  God  froia,  the  nioiiy  evid-Lnt  tokens 
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thereof,  which  we  have  clearly  feen,  by  your  laying  out 
yourfelf  tothc  nttermoft  of  your  power  for  the  advance- 
jiient  of  his  kingdom,  and  encouragement  of  his  follow- 
ers ;  and  particularly  by  your  being  fuch  an  mftrument 
to  provide  for  us,  both  in  ff  irjtuals  and  teraporals,whicIi 
we  arc  not  in  capacity  to  remunerate .:  Neither  is  tliat 
the  thing  (we  know)  vhich  you  have  your  eye  upon  ; 
feeking  only  to  approve  yourfelf  to  your  Mafter,  that 
vhen  he  comes,  he  may  fay.  Well  done^  good  and  faith' 
fAlJersMtnt  :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord»  However^ 
we  liold  ourfelvcs  many  ways  obliged  unto  you,  being 
content  to  be  your  debtors,  and  withal  humbly  giving 
roa  many  hearty  thr.nks  for  your  friendly  tefiimony  of 
cur  ftudenta  before  the  Preibytery  -of  Groningen,  we 
t edifying  and  confirming  the  truth  of  what  you  witnef* 
fed,  to  wk,  Tliat  their  teftil^ca^es  fu"bfcribcd  by  us,  were 
tlcVivercd  by  us  into  the  hands  of  the  honourable  lainf  of 
E'2rljlonn  j  xnd  aifo  for  your  aftivity  and  care  tnent  the 
ordination  ^  Tur,  Jinncs  Reiiwick,  wliereof  the  Lorcl 
hath  gives  Teflioio*iiL's  of  his  apprchatiov  ;  and  furnilhes 
pround  of  expe<Sih^  yet  further.  O  felefled  be  the  name 
cf  the  Lord,  vho  hath  vifited  us  in  our  low  condition^ 
iindhath  granted  us  a  refrcfliing,  when  the  virgin  daug- 
tcr  of  Ziop  was  fwooning  i!\the  ftrcets  fcr  lack  of  the 
brjjifts,  and  hath  given  us  a  new  pledge  of  his  returning 
^igaifl  ;  inritinj;  ns  to  the  chairfbcrs  of  his  proteclion, 
;:nd  there  to"  hide  ourfelves  until  tile  indignation  be  o* 
-verpafr^ 

Now,  we  fhail  not  fpcak  of  ycnr  cnre  of,  and  fympa- 
ihy  with  our  diftrefletl  and  caft  out  fi.milics,  iis  to  their 
temporal  condition,  evidenced  by  your  liberality  unt« 
\hem  ;  knowinci;  that  it  was  more  eafy  fcr  you  to  fliew 
liindnt'js,  than  to  hear  of  it  again^  Cut  it  is  matter  of 
praifc  unto  us,  that  ?mong  the  members  of-Chrift,  there 
i:?  fcrh  ai)  evidence  of  bcfeg  of  that  body,  that  when  <5rie 
iuffcrs,  all  fwfFcr  with  it-  However,  we  muft  be  hel- 
ichn  excufcd  at  your  *h?rd,  for  not  mentioning  oftWs# 
or  exprcfling  uothing  of  our  fenfeihereof  ia  our  laft  \:>* 
tcr  unto  you,  becaufe  k  was  neither  from  our  infenfible* 
ii.crs  ef  your  care,  diligence  anent,  zrA  fympathy- with 
nV,,  nor  from  ah  uuthankful  frame  cf  fpirit,  but  was  oc- 
c;ifi6ned  only  by  r».tifon  of  the  nbfence  of  our  right  reve- 
rend and  bcloveil  friend  and  faithful  miuifter,  Mn  James 
"?icnwick^  who  hud  ;ill  the  infonnation  with  him,  * 
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O  right  reverend  and  dear  Sir,  Go  on  in  your  care 
for  the  church  of  God.     Go  on  m  contending  for  his 
noble  caufe  ;  and  he  who  hath  honoured  you  fo  noblv 
to  manage  his  caufe  and  our  caufe,  yea  amongft  thefe 
xnen-minifters  belonging  to  the  nation  of  Scotland,  whole 
tongues  and  doings  are  againft  the  Lord,  to  provoke  the 
eyes  of  his  glory,  and  which  have  occafioned  the  ruin 
xA  Jerttfalem  and  the   fall   of  Judahy    will   yet    help 
and  uphkld  you  ivith  the  righukand  of  Vis  r'lghteoufnefs^  to 
carry  on  the  fame  againft  all  oppofites  ;  fo,  as  ye  tender 
the  prefent  cafe  of  our  wounded  and  bleeding  church, 
we  jointly,  unanimoufly,  and  earneftly  deiire,  that   ye 
would   lay  ycurfelf  wholly  out  to  ftop  and   hinder  the 
proceedings  cf  that  man,  James  Ruffel,  (whofe  carriage 
at  home  was  very  deftru^ive  to  the  caufe,  and  oftenfivc 
to  the  church  of  God,  and  is  now  come  abroad  unto  you 
to  make  it  more  fo)  and  all  aiders,  and  ?ifHfters  of,  cbmr 
pliers  with,  and  connivers  at  him  and  his  way,  be  who 
they  will  :  We  fay.  Go  on,  and  your  cafe  fliall  be  hol- 
den  up  unto  the  Lord,  as  he  will  tlierein  afllft  a  broken 
and  affli6^ed  church,  which  is  troubled  on  every  Ade  \ 
yea  perplexed,  yet    not  in  defpair  •,    peifecutcd  'with 
.  all  the  fury  of  hell,  yet  not  forfakcn  5  caft  down  to  the 
.  ground  and  covered  with  duft,  yet  not  deftroycd.     This 
is  indeed  our  cafe.     For  the  ftiry. of  enemies  is  come  to  a 
great  height,  and  the  malice  of  backlliders  is  fwelled  in- 
to a  large  meafure,  fo  that  the  cup  6i  the  Amorite  and 
Edomite  is  faft  filling  up,     Our  houfes  are  caft  down,  our 
wives  (yea  fome  in ,  child-bed)  \idth  our  young  ones  caft 
out.     But  what  IS  the  matter  of  all  this,  for  the  Lo|-d's 
holy  mountain  is   laid  defolate,  and.  his  houfe  thrown 
down  to  the  ground  ;  and  for  our  p^rts,  (O  praife  him 
all  ye  that  love  him)  He  fufters  us  not  to  complain,  but 
puts  fongs  in  our  mouths  in  the  midft  of  this  hot  fire  •, 
and  though  enemies  are  not  Aly  permitted  to  threaten, 
-  but  even  to  execute  their  threatenings,  yet  we  may.  fay 
^in  fome  meafure.  The  heart  of  ;the  righteous  is  bold  as 
a  lion, » and  is  by  Jehovah's  afliftaxice  above  the  fear  of 
what  man  can  do. 

O  what  (hall  we  fay,  all  things  look  as  if  the  Lord  were 
at  the  doors  with  heavy  wrath  and  fad  judgments,,  -with 
an  overflowing  deluge  to  make  the  land  defolate;  .'ut 
blefled  be  his  holy  name,  Y^tjball  be  as  an  iidiftg>^Iace 
unto  his  remnant  from  tie  ivindy  as  a  covert  from  the.  temr 
/S^j(  AT  r/Wro"  of  water  i;;  a  dry  place<^  as.  tb  fiiadoim  •/  a 


Mr.  Tl^Iliam  Bracket  125 

great  rock  in  a  weary  land.  And  he  is  teftifying  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  be  fuch  unto  any  who  will  come  unto  him, 
i>y  fending  forth  a  call  thereunto,  which  is  to  us  fuch  a 
cordial  as  makes  many  bitter  ingredients  in  our  cup  not 
-to  be  felt. 

Now  the  Lord  who  hath  ftirred  you  up  to  be  conceni- 
cd  with  us,  in  all  the  circumftances  of  our  cafe,  reward 

your  pains  and  labour  of  love. Mind  Scotland's  cafe 

in  public  and  private,  as  we  defire  to  mind  you.   'So 
we  TC^xzm, 

T  our  affiEiionaiL  and  obliged  friends  in  the  JLord^  , 

Subfcribed  by  our  dire£lion,  and  in  our  name,  by  the 
•Clerk  of  our  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS, 

Glasgow,  Nipv.  28,  1683;. 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  infcrt  here,  a  Letter  writ- 
ten by  Michael  Shields  to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  fron> 
the  original  letter  written  with  his  own  h^nd,  altho'  it  bs 
not  in  the  manufcript  regiftcr. 

Right  Honourable  StTj 

ALTHOUGH  unacquaint  and  unfit  to  write  toa- 
nyjj  and  efpecially  to  one  in  your  circumftances, 
yet  1  have  taken  upon  me  to  write  this  line  to  yoi:,  c' > 
^  firing  and  dcfigning  thereby  to  evidence  my  refpc<^  unto, 
and  fympathy  ypith  you,  (much  honoured  of  the  Lord) 
hoping  ye  will  ti\ke  in  good  part  what  I  write.     And  now 
what  fiiall  I  fay,  but  magnify  and  praife  the  holy  name 
rf  the  Lord  upon  your  behalf,  who  hath  raifcd  and  flir- 
red  you  up  from  among  your  brethren,  to  appear  fo  e- 
minently,  and  manage  his  caufc  fo  nobly  both  at  home 
and   abroad  againil  his  enemies,  yea,  againll  thofc   of 
whom  better  things  were  expected  ;  when  your  mother^ 
"rfiurchwas   fitting   as  a  widow  with  her  tears  on  her 
■  cheeks^ 'Snd  like  the  woman  chafed  into  the  wildcnicli 
■  ^y  the  dragon  and  bis  angels,  and  fcrvv  of  her  fons  v/hich 
•'-6e  hath  l)rought  forth  to  take  her  by  the  band.     Thi*? 
-taUs  for  great  humility,  fenr,  watOhf'Jinefs,  iove,  zeal, 
'tndthankfuhicfs  at\curh:»ndi/ 


T26      A  Lelier  from  Michael  Shields 

Mav  we  not  fit  dow^,  and  wonder  and  admire  at  tlic 
raatcUcfs  free  love  and  condcfccndency  of  our  blcffeil 
liord  Jefus  Clirift,  not  only  in  redeeming  and  faving  a- 
iij  of  the  loft  poftcrity  of  Adam  from  fin,  hdl,  death, 
and  flie  grave  ;  but  alfo  at  this,  in  ^dignifying  and  ho- 
ncjfuring  any  of  thefe  redeemed  ones,  who  arc  weak,  un- 
worthy ai>d  empty  creatures  in  themfelves,  to  appear, 
contend,  wituefs  and  fufler  for  him,  his  honourable 
caoie  and  precious  truths,  when  he  fees  fit  to  call  and 
iiiigk  tl^m' out.  Is  not  fhis  to  make  his  flrength  a;^. 
pear  ill  wcaknefi,  his  wfdom  m  foolifhnefs,  and  that  he 
may  get  all  the  glory,  to  whom  only  it  belongs,  and  the 
poor  creature  laid  low  in  its  own  fight  ?  We  have  gotten 
proofs  of  this  in  our  day  v  and  he  is  yet  triumphing  in 
tile  chariot  of  free  love  artd  matchicfsj  iroependency.  O  ! 
t&erefoTrc,  let  us  cry  out,  Not  untp  usy  rot  unttr  us^  but  uii^ 

/a  his  ficrme  he  the  gloi-^^  the  honour  and  the  praife. 

What  though  we,  while  walking  through  this  howling, 
Init  fliort  wildernefs,  be  reproached,  hunted  and  nur- 
fued,  fJtefi  ivondercd  at,  kiiled  all  the  di^y  hrr^i  aud  counted 
mfieepfor  the  fiaughtevy  and  be  peHccuted  by  all  the  fu- 
ry of  devils,  aiid  rage  of  men  ?  If  God  be  glorified,  and 
lus  name  exalted  thereby,  ^s'hat  lofe  we  ?  It  was  for  thl$ 
noble  end  (which  is  the  higheft  end  that. nan  could  have 
been  created  for)  that  he  v;ho  is  not  capable  of  any  ad<.- 
ditional  glory  from  any  of  his  creatures,  created  us  for : 
Let  us  therefore  anfwer  that  noble  end  of  our  creation, 
in  whaterver  Ration  (whether  doing  or  fuflFering)  he  puts 
us  in,  for  in  doing  fo,  all  the  good  redounds  to  curfdyes- 
J.iCt  us  rejoice  in  tribulation  and  pcrfccution  for  bis  fake, 
feeing  there  is  a  glorifying  of  him  in  the  fires.  The  way 
toIaiMANUEL's  land,  that  fweet  land,  afar  off,  ism.r 
ftrawed  with  rofcs,  which  our  io^  and  ill  natures  Icve 
bcft,  but  thro'  many  tribulations  we  muft  enter.  This 
}*  but  fallowing  tlie  footftops  of  our  Glorious  Head, 
King,  and  Captain,  nuh(i  ivas  mads  pt*rfecl  through fuf^ 
firing  :  and  of  the  cloud  of  witnefles  who  itw//  throt:^b 
great  tribulathnsy  and  nvafbed  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb^  wh?  are  now  Jtng'wg  the  Jong  of  Mofes  and  i}:e 
JLainby  Kvlth  crow fisoJJ  their  heads ^  crraydi??  ivhUe  robcs^ 
a/rdftjlinr  //;  //v/V  harf^ls,  in  token  ol  their  vi^fliory  over 
all  their  ciicmics. 

Much  honoured  and  d'v-ar  Sir,  The  poor  fufTcring  and 
WTCllling  remnant  of  the  bleeding  and  wounded  church 
c/Scotlanlkdth  m:^.tctr  botUof  lotrow  and  of  joy,  la- 
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mentatlcm   and  rejoicing,      'fheir  cup  is   mixed  vith 
ivveet  andbifter,  and  bitter  and  Iwcet  ;  yea,  they  niay 
iir'.g  of  mercy  ajpid  judgment.     As  upon  the  one  haiid^ 
tlicy  have   cau/e,  yea  great  caufe   to  weep,  mourn,  la- 
ment and  He  in  the  duii  before  the  Lord  for  their  hei-* 
sous  fteps  of  defcftion  and  great  fins,  which  hare  pro- 
voked him  to  make  hi&»once  glorious  church  like  a  de- 
fulate  wiUIernefs,  lay  his  plcafaut  portion  dcfolate,  nnd 
give  up  the  dearly  beloved  of  .his  foul  into  the  hand  of 
Lis  proud  enemy,  yea  to  hide  l^is  face  and  ftand  aloof 
from  tiur  fores^     O  this  calls  for  weeping,  m.curn:ng  and 
Lmcatatibn  i  So,  upon  the  other  hand,  they  have  caiiii: 
to  rejoice  in  this.  That  the  Lord  hath  (to  the  praiicof 
his  glorious  free  grace,  be  it  fpoken)  kept  and  prefen^ed 
a  jeinn-*«nt,  (even  in  the  midlt  of  fuch  hon*id  Ijiackilid- 
irig>)  whom  he  hath  hitherto,  and  is   yet  helping  and 
dignifying   to  witriefs,  contend  and  fuffer  for  hinij  hii 
n jb!e  cauie  and  fweet  truths,  againft  all  oppofers.     And 
lio^  he  hath  (notwithftanchng  of  piu*  former  abufc  -of 
xlie  fwect  gofpel)  vifited  us  with  a  glimpfe  of  th€  glori- 
ous gofpel,  in  raifing  up  a  miniftier  faithfully  to  preach 
tlic  fame,  of  which  I  have  been  a  witnefs*     O  this,  calls 
ioT  great  thankfaluefs  at  our  hands  !  Should  not  wc  truft 
Jn  liimf  for  the  future,  and  talie  tliis  as  a  token  for  good, 
"5ix:il  that  he  who  hath  done  this  for  his  own  name's  fake> 
Tvill  yc'- do  greater  things  for  us  ?  Ought  wcnot  to  love 
3iim,  ;«nd   delight  in  him,  and  walk  in  humility,  fear 
-nid  ts-cmbling  before  him,  left  >ye  provoke  him  to  Ij^aver 
mm^w-hi  O  !  kt  us  cry  and  pray  unto  him  that  he  would  not 
leave  us,  but. return  and  fae  gracious  for  his  own  ncime^ 
iake,  and  altogether  break  our  bonds,  both  fpiritual^^nd 
tcmpprr.l ;  make  his  glorious  gofpel  ha^e  a.freecourf^ 
thrc>u^.^h  the  land,  buiU  his  own  houfe  agaln^  and  .bring 
down  the  infolent  and  proud  enemy. 

Right  honourable  Sir,  The  Gcnei-al  Meeting  defircd 
me,  in  their  name,  to  fignWy  to  you,  their  unintmcy^ 
and  c?.rneft  defire,  that  as  hitherto  the  i-ord  hath  hclp^ 
cd  you  to  be  active  for  his  caufe,  fo  alio,  that  ye  would 
1  iv  out  yourfelf  to  caufe  thefe  two  young  men,  M^ills 
WiHi:iin  Boyd  and  Jr»hn  Flint,  to  come  liomc, 

Th'.!s  wifliinjT  and  praying  that  the  Lord  v\o\  may  be 
widi  you,  comfort,  lead,  and  ftrcr.gthcn  you*     I  remain, 

R'y^ht  Hono'^rc.hk  Sir,  .   , 

jTour   Humble  Serjeant 

)        P./i;«i.Vrgi,  ^a//.  /■//.:>    l6S^. 


i28         Accmnt  of  the  Year  1684. 

The  cafe  of  the  country  between  the  laft- meeting  (in 
November)  and  this,  cannot  be  exprefled  and  fhewn  in 
few  words  ;  however  a  hint  thereof  may  be  given  in  ge- 
neral.    The  cruelty  of  enemies  was  great,  and  their  rage 
keen ;  and  they  were  at  no  fmall  pains  to  entrap  poor 
people,  and  to  get  them  made  obnoxious  to,  and  brought 
under  the  lalh  of  their  wicked  laws,  by  enquiring  quef- 
tions  about  (^ning  the  authority,  and  if  Bothwd-bridge 
.Was  rebellion,  £s*r,     making  the  difowning  of  the  for- 
iritVy  and  the  owning  of  the  latter  to  be  crimindi.     Sin- 
ful impofitions  were  many  ;  and  alas  !  the  fainting  and 
yielding  thereunto  of  not  a  few,  was  Very  fad.     Public, 
faithful   warning  concerning  fins,  duties  and  dangers, 
was  very  rare.     There  being  little  public  preaching,  and 
none  in  the  fields  except  Mr.  Jam^s  Renwick,  that  was 
heard  of.     And  as  the  condition  of  the  land  in  general 
was  fad  and  deplorable  ;  fo  alfo  in  particular  was  that  of 
the  United  Societies,  fome  of  them  being  cruelly  mur- 
dered on  fcaffolds,  fome  imprifoned,  and  others  put  t5 
hidings,  chafings,  out-caftings,  and  weary  wanderings. 
But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  calamities,  one  thing  was  very 
refrefhihg  and  encouraging  to  them,  which  was  the  en- 
joyment of  the  gofpel,  which  was  faithfully  and  freely 
preached  to  t^em  by  Mr.  James  Renwick,  and  warning 
given  of  the  fins  and  fiiares  of  the  time.     Ami  when 
others  were  at  eafe,  he  was  at  no  fmall  pains  in  travel- 
ling and  wandering  through  the  country  about  his  Maf- 
ter's  work,  and  was  oft  in   danger  of  enemies,  and  in 
diftrefs  by  cold  and  wearlnefs,  yet  chearful  under  the 
feme.     But  thefe  opportunities  of  the  gofpel-ordinance? — 
were  very  encouraging  and  reviving  to  the  Societies  in 
that  fad  time  :  Yet   they  had  one  iiTgredient  in  their 
cup,  which  in  fome  relpeft  wa5  more  bitter  than  what 
they  met  with  firom  enemies  \  and  that  was  the  conten-    - 
dings  they  judged  they  were  called  to  have  (and  the  re-     • 
proaches  caft  on  them  upon  that  account)  with  many  of 
the  godly  on  the  left  hand,  who  were  guilty  of  defeclion, 
and  defended,  the  fame  ;  and  with  fome  on  tlie  right 
hand  who  were  running  upon  extravagancies  ;  the  chie 
of  thofe  upon  the  right  hand  was  James  Ruflel,  who 
with  Patrick  Grant,  fjfr.  after  they  had  fcparated  from 
the  Societies,  they  went  abroad ;  and  comiuiT  to   Gro- 
ningen  immediately  after  the  ordination  of  Mr.  James 
Renwick,  they  had  fome  contendings  with  him  concer- 
Bing  thele  things  upon  v/hich  they  had  feparate.     After 


General  Mtetihg^  March  ^oth^   1684.    ^^9 

te  was  come  away,  Mr.  John' Flint  joined  with  them, 
who  was  ufcfxil  to  them  in  their  learning,  which  they  fet 
about  I  as  alfo,-  for  putting  in  Latin  fome  papers  for 
them.  They  had  no  fmall  contendings  with  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Hamikon,  whom  they  much  contradifted,  vili- 
pended and  oppofed  :  Likewife  they  mifreprefented  fe- 
veral  oF  the  proceedings  of  the  Societies,  which  was 
fad  in  itielf,.  and  it  being  to,  and  before  ftrangers,  made 
it  more  lamentable.  At  length  they  gave  an  informati- 
on in  Latin,  fubfcribed  by  James  Ruflel  and  Patrick 
Grant,  unto  John  a  Mark  ProfefTor  of  divinityj  and 
minxftcr  at  Grbningen  ;  wherein  were  feveral  mifreprc- 
/entations  of  fome  of  the  proceedings  of,  and  reflexions 
upon  the  focicties,  and  in  particular  upon  Mr.  Ren- 
wick;  a  double  whereof  Mr.  Hamilton  fent  home,  in- 
clofed  in  a  letter,  and  defired  that  an  anfwer  might  be 
written  to  the  fame  ;  which  coming  but  a  little  before 
the  day  that  the  lait  meeting  appointed  for  the  General 
Meeting,  the  forefald  anfwer,  and  fome  letters  which 
were  thought  fit  to  be  fent  abroad,  could  not  be  ready 
^gainft  that  time.  Whereupon  it  was  delayed  till  the 
aoth  of  ^^rr/S  thereafter. 

Which  day,  A  General  Meeting  did  convcen  at 
Panbreck,  After  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  meeting, 
fome  refolutions  were  fallen  upon  ;  an  account  whereof 
iblloweth. 

At  former  meetings  there  were  feveral  queftions  en- 
quired at  the  members  thereof,  to  the  end  that  it  might 
be  known  that  they  owned  the  teftimony,  and  were  free 
of  public  fcandal ;  but  thefe  not  bfeing  written,  it  was 
thought  fit  for  order's  fake,  and  that  they  might  be  the 
better  known  andr  emembered,  to  draw  up  the  fame  in  a 
paper  ;  which  being<lone  and  agreed  unto  by  this  meet- 
ing, (fo  far  as  I  can  remember)  and  to  be  made  ufe  of 
afterwards.  Accordingly  for  fome  years  thefe  queftions 
were  enquired  at  the  members  of  the  General  Meetings; 
which  was  much  fpoken  againft  and  condemned,  efpe- 
cially  the  laft  interrogation  thereof.  But  fomewhat  be- 
ing faid  concerning  thefe  queftions  in  the  account  of  the 
meeting  at  the  PrieJihiU^  March  15,  1682.  And  alfo, 
the  Society's  mind  being  made  known  thereanent  in  their 
Informatory  Vindication,  lihall  fay  no  more  here  about 
them,  but!  infert  a  tryc  iopy  thereof. 

R  .         Ixitiwro!^ 


l^d  Punbreck  ^teries. 

•Interrogitioiis  anent  the  abounding  fcandak  of  xht 
time  ;  whereunto  all  fuch  as  are  admitted  memberi 
of  pur  General  Meetings  are  to  anfwer. 

But  in  the  entry,  thefe  who  are  to  be  interrogate, 
muft  be  known  to  be  blamelefs  as  to  their  private  walk, 
iti  being  free  of  oncleannefs,  profanity,  drunkennefs, 
'theft,  fwearing,  lying,  or  any  other  thin^  that  goes  uh« 
•der  the  name  of  fcandal :  And  fo  anent  the  public  may 
.  be  interrogate  as  followeth. 

I.  Do  ye  know  the  principles  and  praftice  of  theft 
■Societies  from  whom  ye  have  your  commiflion  ?  2.  Do 
ye  and  they  own  bur  Covenants  and  engagements,  our 
•faithful  Declarations  and  Teftimonies  ?  3.  Are  ye  and 
they  free  of  giving  any  manner  of  bond  to  the  enemies  ? 
'-4.  Are  ye  and  they  free  of  pitying  Cefs,  Locality  and 
'Militia-money  ?  5.  Are  ye  and  they  free  of  paying  ftipends 
to  the  Curates,  or  indulged  ?  6»  Are  ye  and  they  free 
^f  taking  the  enemies  pafs  or  proteftion  ?  7.  Are  ye 
and  they  free  of  anfWering  unto  enemies  their  comts  ? 
^.  Are  ye  and  they  free  of  capitulation  any  manner  of 
way  with  the  enemies,  or  furniftiing  them  with  commo- 
dities* ?  9.  Are  ye  and  they  free  of  cownfelling  and 
cohfentrng  to  any  in  their  conipliance,  any  of  the  fore- 
;feid  ways,  for.  you,  in  your  name  ?  lo*  Are  ye  and 
'they  free  of  joining  with  the  Curateis  or  indulged,  by 
hearing  them  preach,  accepting  the  adminiilration  of  the 
-facramcrits  at  their  hands,  fubjedting  to  their  difciplinc, 
or  being  married  by  them  ?  11.  Are  ye  and  they  free 
of  joining  any  of  the  forefald  ways  with  the  complying^ 
^tinfaithful,  and  filent  miniftersof  the  time  ? 

There  was  alfo  along  paper  read  to,  and  agreed  upon 
by  the  meeting,  direfted  to  Mr,,  John  a  Alarky  profcf- 
fbr  of  divinity  of  Groningen,  and Pheling'iusy  el- 
der, fefr.  minifters  of  the  gofpel  there,  and  to  all  other's 
'whom  it  might  concern  j  containing  a  reply  to  an  infor- 
mation flibfcribed  by  James  Ruflcl  and  Patrick  Grant* 
-and  given  in  to  the  forefaid  minifters  (fome  account 
whereof  is  given  above)  which  infonnation  being  tran^ 
Hated  into  Englifh,  was  alfo  read  to  the  meeting,     ^fhc 
paper  of  reply  was  fubfcribed  by  the  Pnefes,  and  the 
mbft  pairt,  if  not  the  whole  meeting,  and  bchig  tranflat- 
ed  into  Latin,  both  were  fent  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
-direfted  j  which  was  vcrywell  accepted  of,  and  received 
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tty  tbein*  Bptin  regard,  the  Information  and  rqply  axf 
l>oth.  long^  the.  inferting  of  them  bere.&all  be  fqrr 
borne. 

The Meetixig likewife  agreed  upon  a.  letter  to  "William 
•Gordoq,  brother  tp.  the  laird  of  Earlftqun^  ftudqnt.  qf 
the  law  at  Groiiingen  ;  which  accordingly  was  fent  to 
to  him,  In  it  they  defire  that  he  would  be  ferviceable, 
ilrengthening,  and  encouraging  to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  in 
that  work,  wherein  he  was  intrufled  by  the  Societies. 

Alfo^  the  meeting  agreed:  upon  a  letter  to  Wt.  Boyd, 
then  at  the  univerfity  of  Groningen  \  wherein  they,  de- 
fired  him  with  all  expedition  to  come  home,  to  the  end 
there  might  be  a  clear  underftanding  between  him  and 
the  Societies;  for  by  reafon  offome  jealouiies  of  hinjf 
they  could  not  defire  kim  to  go  on  in  that  work  &r 
which  he  was  fent  abroad  j  and  therefore  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  call  him  home,  that  it  might  be  kno\7^ 
.what  wa?  further  their  duty  towards  him.  This  letter  . 
lyas  accordingly  fent  to  him,  and  he  came,  home  abovt 
the  beginning  of  June. 

In  like  manner tliey  fent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Flint,  then  at 
Gronxngen  5  wherein  tliey  fhe;wed,  that  know:ing  he 
had  employed  hi?  power  for  a  confidcr^ble  time*  ip, giving 
falfc  narrations  of  the  contendings  and  fuflferings.  pf  the 
focieties^ftriking  in  with  fuch  a§kad  groundlefly  feparate 
from  tJienj,  joining  hand  and  iflue  with  thjem^  and 
itrengtUehing  them,  by  fpre^ding  abroad  into  foreign 
churches  their  reproachful  mifinformations  in  the  Latin  . 
tongue  J  and  alfo  laboured  to  couiiteraft  the  pains  their 
Commiflioner  had  been  at  to  give  foreign  friends  a  true  \ 
impreflioa  of  our  fufferingsi  and  the  heads  whereupon 
the  fame  was  ftated.  They  having  fent  him  abroad  for 
.th^  perfefting  of  his  Itiidies,  that  he  might  have  been 
fcrviceable  to  them  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  But 
£nding  that  he  had  fo  ftated  himfelf  (^s  is  faid)  againft 
them,  did  defire  him  to  come  home^  and  anfwer  to 
what  was  to  be  laid  to  his  charge  for  his  carriage  a-broad^* 
This  Letter  was  accordingly  fent  to  him,  but  he  did  not 
come  home  upon  Jt,but  wrote  ananfwef  thereto,  where- 
in he  juftifies  himfelf,  and  hath  feveral  uncharitable  re* 
flections  upon  the  focieties,  andrefufes  to  come  home; 
however,  in  July  or  Auguft  thereafter,  he  came,  and  in 
his  home-coming  he  preached^  and  mai-ried  two  perfons  j 
as  alfo,  Avhen  in  this  land,  he  preached,  giving  out  th^t 
vh'i  had  a  po.wjpr  and  licence  fo  to  4%  fronpi  th^  mimftci;^ 
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rf  Gronin^en.  But  what  power  he  had  from  them  may 
Appear  from  a  letter  ftibfcribed  by  Mr.  John  Abringa^ 
minifter  at  Grpningen/  and  written  in  name  of  all  the 
ihinifters  there  to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton ;  a  copy  of 
^frhich  he  fent  to  this  lan4  ;,Tte  tenor  whereof  fol^ 
-lovcth : 


Much  honoured  Sirj  ^ 

fOR  anfwer  to  your  l,ettcrs,  take  this  fliort  nar- 
rative of  the  "proceedings  of  us  minifters,  in  the 
of  Mr.  Flint.     He  defiring  an  Examettj  for  the  end 
he  might  lawfully  preach  the  word   of  God  unto  the. 
feithfiil  remnant  of  the  church  of  Scotland  :  We  know- 
ing before,  his  fiery  wit,  and  being  fufEcientlyac quaint- 
(cd  how  he  had  engaged  himfelf  againft  thofe  in  whofe 
mme  he  firft  came  to  us,  efpecially  againft  Mr.  Ren- 
wick  :  and  juftly  fearing  he  would  but  blow  up  the  flames 
of  fchifm,  and  rent  the  bowels  of  his  mother-church, 
would  not  give  pur  confent  to  his  petition,  left  we  fhould 
ally  way  a5  againft  our  general  intention,  to  contribute 
as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  to  the  furtherance  of  the  edifi- 
f:ation  of  the  chyrch  of  Scotland  \  or  be  partakers  of  ar>— — 
liother  man's  fin.     He  being  after  this  manner  fruftrate^= 
,  of  his  purpofe,  went  to  famous  Profeflbr  Mark,  afeingaa 
of  him  a  teftimony  of  his  clemeanour,  which  is  given  to^z: 
hiin,  as  is  wont  commonly  to  be  done  to  ftudcnts  whenKr; 
they  return  home  from  the  qiyverfity;   which  bein^^ 
done,  the  faid  Mr.  Flint  went  therewith,  not  to  all,  bur"^ 
to  the  moft  of  us  minifteris,  from  houfe  to  houfe,  cravin^^ 
the  fubfcriptions  of  their  names ;  which  they  did  a(;cor — =" 
dingly  without  fcruple,  becaufe  containing  nothing  irr^ 
it  but  a  teftimony  of  his  ftudies  and  life,  wit^  an  ex—  -S 
prefs  claufe  of  the  known  contention,  and  adjoined  re-"^ 
commendation  of  peace   and  unity  with  his   brethren  -^ 
"iThis  is  the  whole  bufinefs  faithfully  related.     If  Noi"    a^ 
JMr.  Henderfon  will  take  this  bare  teftimony,  as  if  ther-   — 
were  therein  a  power  given  to  Mr.  Flint  to  do  the  worS=S 
of  the  miniftry,  his  ^rofs  miftake  may  be  imputed  to  ha^^ 
filly  ignorance  in  things  of  this  nature.     But  if  Mr.  FHn^^ 
himfdf  fhould  make^a  like  conftruftion  thereof,  it  woul     ^^ 
be  in  hiiA  not  a  tnifinfferrihg  fault,  but  flatly  an  impuden^B*^ 
untruth ;  and  if  To  be,  he  would  thereupon  aflume  unt  ^^> 
himfelf  any  minifterial  power  whatfoever  in  that  hol;^ 
vrdinmcCf  wo  woukt  limpid  it  as  a  defperate  ^ittempt,   ^ 
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bold,  irregular  intrufion,  and  the  fearful  fin  of  thoio 
who  run  unfent,  before  they  be  lawftilly  fent.  Thtf 
bare  reading  of  the  faid  teftimony  will  give  fo  much  light 
to  an  underilanding  reader  as  to  confute  Mr.. Flint's  pr^ 
fumption.  Therefore  we  need  not  recall  any  comnu£i-* 
on  or  licence  given  to  Mr,  Flint,  becaufe  none  was  eye# 
given  him  5  he  not  being  examined  nor  inftalled  into  the 
miniftry  with  impofition  of  the  hands  of  the  Prefbytery  : 
Though  we  cannot  help  it,  if  he  will  take  fuch  liberty  of 
tongue  and  confcience  as  wrongfully  to  wreft  oura6Hons, 
altogether  free  from  the  leaft  fhew  of  y'^hat  he  would 
draw  out  of  it^ 

Profeflbr  Mark  takes  at  prefent  his  abode  at  Franker  t 
if  you  be  pleafed,  you  may  find  full  fatisfadtion  of  him 
anent  the  forefaid  Teftimony.  Thug  rafting,  we  com« 
mend  you  and  all  the  faithful  ones  unto  God  and  ths 
word  of  his  grace,  for  bodily  and-fpiritual  welfare* 

Xvur  hearty  Well-wijber^     .  • 

And  in  the  name  of  all  the  piinifters  of  the  Gofpel  at 
Qroningen. 

JOHANNES  ABRINGA,  Ecc-r^s,    Groning, 

"  Ikf.  July  i<^^  i6JiJ^. 


iMoREov BR  the  meeting  fent  a  letter  to  James  and 
Thomas  Rufiel's,  and  Patrick  Grant,  reprefenting  to 
thpm  their  finful  ways  in  mifreprefenting  their  caie, 
and  mifinformmg  ftrangers,  contradicting  their  faithful 
comnyiiioners,  Jsf-c.  "Wlthall  dcliring  them  to  come 
home,  and  anfwer  to  what  was  to  be  laid  to  their  charge, 
as  thefy  would  not  declare  themfelves  to  be  obftinatc  in 
their  unjuft  Reparation  from  the  focjeties.  This  letter 
was  fent,  bttt  they  wrote  an  anfwer  thereto,  with  many 
Utter  expreflions,  and  uncharitable  reflections,  l5fc. 

However  falling  ^nto  difrefpeft  they  left  Groningen 
fiiortlj  after* 

.  'Ifere,  as  wquld  appear,  there  have  been  fome  fheets 
of:  the  manufoript  loft,  before  it  was  bound,  (the  pages 
of,  it  not  being  numbered  till  of  late)  as  there  were  two 
meetii^x  whi^l^  arc. v/hoUy  warning.    T^^e  firft  w?i&  \y^ 
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}f  31ft.     The  fecond  w^s  Oftobcr  15th.     Yet  as  there 
pre.  feverd  letters  written  hf.  them,  the  Autographs  of  -' 
«9Hbich^.being  yet  extant,  it  vriU  not  be  improper  jto  in^ 
liopt  &>:  many  oi  them,  as  can  be  found. 

The  firft  fliall  be  an  abftraft  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Hamilt 
ifsoiS^  HI  bis  cyv?n  bsm4  writing,  to  the  General  Meeting, 
ibted  May  8th,  1684, 

Much  honoured  of  the  Lord, 

IAeceivisd  your  very  feafonable  and  refrefliing  letters, 
informations,  and  proteftations.  As  to  the  letters 
la  Friezland,.  I  delivered  them,  and  to  my  own  know- 
ledge^ I  can  fay,  they  were  greatly  Wefled  to  feveral^  in 
thi$  land,  l>\itting  fciwe  to  fetwrch  theeaufe  more  than 
cirer>  and  ethers  afliamed  that  they  had  dgane  fo  Httle  . 
for  it  %  and  putting  the  more  ferious  to  blefe  the  Lord, 
and  acknowledge  his  goodnefs  in  ever  letting  them  know 
of  that  church,  and  Ivonouring  them  to  be  cOBipanion^ 
with  any  of  her  children  in  their  tribulatio:*. ;  all  which, 
and  much  more  than  I  can  e^^prefs^  they  had  iigniiied 
ipnto  you,  had  it  not  been  for  the  want  of  language  t 
However,  they  laid  it  jointly  upon  me,  to  acquaint  you, 
my  very  dear  and  honourable  Brethren,  of  thciy  real 
lave,  and  great  iympathy  toward  you,  as  alfo,  their  ad» 
lierence  to  that  Noble  Caufe  you  are  hcwiottred  to  own 
and  contend  for. 

As  to  James  Ruflcl  his  affair,  fo  fqon  as  the  infonna-' 
tion^  with  your  diligence  tpward  thefe  hi  Fife^  and  your  - 
Jetters  calling  Flint  and  them  home,  were  turned  into-— 
Latin,  I  went  to  Grooingen  and  delivered  them  iirft  to  - 
profefibr  Marck,  and  then  acquainted  the  minifters  of^ 
them ;  who  were  all  glad  to  hear  of  the  letters  to  tl>e  — 
Caffis,  and  thefe  infprmations^  And  every  one  I  fp^l«e-= 
wrth  fignified  a  greater  defire  than  another  to  read  them,  - 

and  declared  their  great  deiire  to  ferve  you, ^as.  for  ^ 

that  fad  miflive  of  J.  Ruffel  to  D.  Steel,    isfc.  having:^ 
turned  it  into  Latin,  I  delivered  it  to  the  minifter  whom 
they  alledged  did  own  them^  and  had  been  prefent  at 
that  conference,  who  read  it  in  the  jwefence  of  Meflr^ 
Gordon  and  Boyd,  and  me,  but  with  great  aftonifhment,^ 
almofl:  at  every  fentencc  crying  out j  O  great  and  mani^ 
feft  untrutlis  !  and  kept  the  letter,  to  challenge  them  u-.- 
pon  it:  However,  I  fhall  omit  that  affair  until  anothei' 
ow^iion,  when,  if  the  Lord  will,. I  may  give  you  a  ful.^ 
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ler  accotint  of  his  management  in  this  place:  O  he,  and 
that  whole  company  haveljeen,  ajid  are  a  proud  and 

cruel  enemy :  As  for  what  they  have  done  againft  me,  I 
blefs  the  Lord,  I  can  forgive  them  as  heartily,  as  if  they 
had  never  done  it. Their  caufe  and  way,  hath  ever 

been  loathfome  to  all  Groningen,  altho'  they  all  told 
me,  that  they  had  bound  up  their  hands  from  any  more 
acting,  fpeaking,  or  praying  in  public  for  our  churchy 
not  that  they  »trufted  that  company,  but  that  dicy  by- 
Flint  their  mouth,  had  pubHAi^ed  abroad  th^t  whatevdr 
informations*  I  had  given  were  falfe,  and  adding  mofi: 
dreadful  and  bloody  reproaches,  efpecially  upon  Mr* 
Ren  wick  and  me,  and  all  who  were  not  for  them. 
As  to  theproteftation  againft  the  Scots  congregation  ^ 

R ^  I  am  now  printing  it,  which  I  intend  to  fpread 

m  this  land  j  I  fliall  alfo  fend  fome  of  them  home.  I 
find  they  were  turning  their  whole  edge  againft  me  for- 
merly, and  by  their  old  fubtijp  treacherous  way,  making 
ilrangers  believe  that  there  was  nothing  worth  the  fpeak- 
iftg  of,  betwixt  you  and  them,  fave  fome  little  thing  ia 
the  Sanquhair  Declaration,  and  Q^een's-ferry  faperj 
as  if  foriboth,  they  had  not  both  le?t  and  betrayed  the 
caufe,  and  the  "wreftling  Remnant  long  before  that. 

As  to  your  letters  and  commilKon,  you  havig  been ' 
pleafed  to  fend,-p:as  they  were  very  undeferved'byme^ 
fo  the  Lord  knows  that  they  often  make  me  to  trenibte, 
when  I  think  upon  them,  being  fcnfiblc  of  my  own  in- 
fuificiency  and  wcaknefs,  for  fo  great  a  work.     How-    - 

■  ever,,  as  '  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  and  be  fenfible  rf 
your  kindnefs  towards  me';  fo  I  cannot  but  accept, . arid, 
endeavour  to  improve  it,  fo  far  as  may  bei  for  |:headvano. 
ingof  the  LordV  caufe,  and  publifhing,  as  he  fhall  stffif :, 
the  great  and  mighty  works  that  he  hath  done  for  I'fc, 
and  oiu:  fathers,  and  for  that  poor  fpeckled  biifd,  ?ind 
bufli  burning,  yet  not  confumed,  the  church  of  Scat-. 

LAND. 

O  honoured  and  very  dear  Brethren,  be  not  d:  jcou* 
raged,  but  encourage  yoiirfelves  in  the  Lord,  the  Kii^G 
OF  Saints  :  Though  few  and  every  way  conteraptible 
Kke,  yet  it  is  Jehovah's  Caufe,  who  is  the  Ijord  of 
hofts  :  He  is  engaged  for  you,  and  what  can  (  jmnipo- 
tency  not  do  ? 

O  honoured  O  greatly  honoured  Scotland,  above  all. 
nations,  to  difplay  Chrift'^s  ftandard  for  the  trutVv,  to 
cajrry,  and  keep  It  up  Againft  s^l  oppolition  \   ye«i  ?itid  \o 
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^ate  ^tlle  caufe,  and  declare  war  againft  the  bloody  and 
whorifh  beafl^  and  all  hb  fupporters,  whether  right,  or 
teft  hand  enemies.     O  who  could  have  believed  that  the 
that  the  pooreft,  and  moft  contemptible  among  the  na- 
tions^ poor  Scotland,  fhould  have  been  thus  honoured, 
en:  that  {he  fhould  have  maintained  fuch  a  long  and  coft- 
\j  warfare,  againft  fo  bloody,  fo  mighty,  fo  fubtile,  fo 
rich^  and  numerous  armies,  recruited  again  and  again, 
froin  the  very  ftool  of  Rome,  and  from  all  the  courts 
of  Antichrift,  yea  with  all  the  policy,  cryelty  and  fubtil- 
ty  that  hell  itfelf  could  invent,  a  war,  not  only  foreign 
but  inteftine  ;  maintained,  not  by  nobles,  gentry,  ftatef- 
men,  experienced  wariours,  nor  by  great  and  learned         ^ 
.minifters;  but  by  a  poor  filly,  fecklefs  like  company,        ,^ 
linabled  to  do  great  exploits,  and  to  counter-adt  the       ^ 
deepeft  counfels  that  have  ever  been  managed  againft.  a     _as 
poor  church,   and  that  hotwithftanding  of  the  many    ^^g 
treacheries  carried  on  againft  them,  by  their  own  mini^  ., 

iters,  »and  pretended  brethren  amongfl  themfelves. 

O  behold  and  wonder !  O  praife,  praife  and  be  encoU"       _- 
raged,  for  great  is  the  Lord  our  Gok^the  lion  of  the  trih^^  -^e 

ofyudah*     O  let  every  foul  cry  out,  not  unto  usy  not  un -sr- 

to  uSf  but  unto  his  name  belongs  the  glory ^  the  honour  an 
praife. 

Let  nothing  difcourage  you,  or  make  you  lower  youi 
top-fails ;  hold  up  the  gofpel,  coft  what  it  will ;  he  ha 
often,  yea  often  declared  his  good  pleafure  in  that  way 
in  defending,  fheltering,  bleffing  and  encouraging  th- 
followers  thereof.     And  he  fhall  yet  make  the  greate^^crft 
of  his  enemies  ftrike  fail  thereto.  \ 

O  honoured  and  dear  Brethren,  one  field-preachm  -^g 
.this  day,  (when  by  a  wicked  law  it  is  interdidled)  is  a 

greater  teftimony  for  Chrift,  and  his  caufe,  than  all  ouc^— :«• 

lives  are  worth  (read  Dan.  vi.  7, 10.)  yea  than  .1^    nil 

the  preachings  I  know  of  in  the  world  this  day.  O  t  ^>e 
much  in  prayer  to  God,  for  our  worthy  friend  M— .^h*. 
James,  who  is  the  minifter,  this  day  in  the  world,  th  — ^at 
I  durfl  venture  my  life  with,  and  if  it  might  pleafc  tl^Bbe 
Lord  to  call  me  to  that  land,  if  my  heart  deceive  me  n  ot 
i;reatly,  I  would  count  it  a  greater  honour  to  carry  L  «^ 
wallet^  than  to  wear  a  crown  ;  I  hope  he  is  a  fon  of  m^  a- 
iiy  prayers,,  both  at  home,  and  abroad,  and  one  tl^^  ^^ 
Satan  fcythes  much  malice  at,  O  that  he  may  fpoil  t"r»/s 
kingdom,  and  advance  greatly  the  kingdom  of  our  {vf^<t 
Lord  Jeius.     I  doubt  not  but  ye  are 'looking  out  F<>r 
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fionos,  for  I  think  there  is  a  chattering  of  the  poor 
birds  here,  before  the  bitter  winter  come  on,  a  blaft  be- 
fore the  ftorm.  O  I  think  there  fhall  be  no  (hehcr  ere 
it  be  long,  fave  under  the  ihadow  of  the  Almighty :  and 
O  but  that  fhall  be  made  yet  fweeter,  and  f^r  more  re- 
frefhing  to  fomc,  even  in  time,  than  either  men  or  an- 
gels fhall  ever  be  able  to  exprefs,  for  the  life  of  faith  is 
jicver  half  experienced,  as  long  as  there  is  a  dry  inch 
without  the  ark  to  fet  our  foot  upon.  But  now  the 
Lord's  people  are  called  to  wait  upon  him,  to  mind  du- 
ty, and  ferioufly  to  ponder,  what  the  time,  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  difpenfations  under  which  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  call  for,  waxing  ftrong  in  t;he  Lord  and  in  the 
power  of  his  might  5  for  yet  a  little  while,  and  he  that 
Ihall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry. 

'^Thus  wifhing  that  the  Lord  God  may  lead  you  as  a 
flock  through  the  wildernefs,  by  counfel,  protection, 
and  direftion,  making  frefji  and  living  fprings  of  com- 
fort^ life  and  confolation  accompany  you.     I  remain. 

Much  honoured^  and  my  dearejl  Brethren^  your  real 
fympathizer  andfervant^  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

May  Sthy  1684.  ROBERT  HAMILTON. 

P.  5.  I  received  a  fhort  line  from  my  Brother  in 
Groningcn,  fhewing  that  Thomas  Ruffel  was  lately 
at  profeffor  Marck^  defiring  a  fight  of  your  anfwer  to 
their  accufation,  and  of  the  fubfcribers  names,  upon  fee- 
ing of  which,  he  faid  they  were  a  whine  bairns.  And 
as  for  David  Steel,  he  called  him  a  poor  ignorant  body. 
John  Henderfon  is  daily  expefted  at  Groningen,  with,  a 
Call  from  Fife,  for  him  to  come  home  and  preach  the 
gofpel.  .  O  horrid  aftings  !  But  I  hope  God  will  both  dif- 
cover  and  counter-aft  them,  I  think  they  are  of  the  e- 
vil  fpirits  that  will  be  beft  thrown  down  by  faith's  wea- 
pons (failing  and  prayer)  for  their  way.  is  Tas  of  allfec- 
taries)  to  reproach  dreadfully  all  that  oppofes  them :  exr 
-  ccpt  that,  they  have  no  other  refuge. 

O  my  dear  Brethren,  the  Lord  feems  to  be  making  a 
coilly  building  in  Scotland. — O  it$  flrength  and  beauty 
fhall  yet  be  wondeiful  to  the  nations  about :  wait  with- 
out wearying,  and  fight  without  fainting ;  hold  off  rocks 
on  all  hands  \  your  trials,  yea  the  depth  of  Jordan  is 
yet  to  pafs ;   But  the  Lord  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uucjr- 
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mpft ;  and  when  he  fliall  take  the  coverings  off  his  hettf^ 
jbring  it  above  board,  ye  {hall  be  made  to  fay  that  all  the 
'Charges  are  well  wared. 

Now  I  mu'ft  end,  though  Ipth  to  part ;  I  hope  ye  will 
^nd  me,  and  lay  it  upop  all  to  do  it.  The  bleiling.  of 
him  that  was  feparated  from  hb  brethren  be  with  you 

ROBERT  HAMILTON. 


Here  follows  a  Letter  from  the  General  Meeting,  July 
3iil:,  1684. 

^he   cofJtemlitig  and  fujfering  tf\jlrejfed  Remnant  of  the 

Church  of  Scotland. To  the  Right  famous  John  a 

Marck,  Profeffor  (f  Divinity ^  in  the  Univevfity  of  Gron^ 
ingen. 


'r 


Right  famous  Sir] 

IF  we  fhoiild  forget  yon,,  we  fliould  prove  altogether 
ungrateful,  for  we  have  had  (by  the  information  oC 
<^r  right  honourable  delegate^  and  ftich  of  our  friends.  — 

as  have  been  with  you)  held  out  unto  us  large  proofs  of  the 

flrefounding  of  your  bowels  of  fympathy  towards  us,  oF    "" 
your  care  and  kindnefs  many  ways  manifefted,  which  to^  ^ 
us,  a  poor  people  in  the  furnace  of  affli^ion,  is  no  fmall^^^ 
encouragement,  and  refrefhment,  coniidering  that  the      ^ 
Lord  hath  put  you  in  fuch  an  eminent  capacity  of  doing^^^ 
good,  not  only  to  us,  but  tahis  church,  tliraughout  ahc^^Sfi 
whole  world. 
t'O.  employ  (as  heretofore  you  have  done)  your^place^ — ^1 

^nd  lay  out  your  gifts,  which  God  hath  bountifully  bc^ '^^' 

flowed  upon  you,  for  himfelf^  and  the  reviving  of  hi^^  ^^ 
church  throughout  the  earth  :  "What  is  fo  defireable,  9^ — ^ 
to  do  for  Chrift,  atnd  to  fuffe*  with  him  ?  His  crofs  is-  -*^ 
more  to  be  efteenied  than  the  riches,  pomp  and  gallantry  J7 
of  this  worli^;  yea,  he-  who  fpeaks  comfortably  tO'  hi-  -** 
•church  in  the  wildernefs  gives  fo  much  of  his  coropan^^HT 

witk  his  crofs,  as  fhe  is  made  to  cry  out,  that  her  line -^ 

are  fallen  to  her  in  pleifawt  places ;  w^  are  fo  conTinceu^  *^ 
of  the  tender  feeling  which- ye  have  of  our  diftreffcs  anc 
and  perplexities,  andconfident  of  the  continuance  thereof 
as  that  we  know  we  need  not  now  crave  the  fame ;  how — '  - 
<5ver  we  make  this  humble  addrefs  unto  you,  earneftl  "^ 
hogging,  that  yc  would  recommend  (not  ours  birt)  tk  ^ 

Lord^^ 


A/n  John  a  MtircL  i^ 

Xoi^«  <:aiute,  contended  and  f offered  for  by  us:j  and 
our  deplorable,  and  lamentable  cafe,  unto  foreign  church- 
€&'Z  That  {o  the  Lord's  work  may  be  ftren^thcned,  and 
the  ipirits  of  fuch  as  are  in  the  furnace  of  aflliftion  re- 
irived^  ?nd  that  there  may  be  a  right  underflanding  a- 
mongft  Zion's  well-wifliers,  how  their  common  caufc 
and  intereft  ftands,  for^  as  the  rage  of  the  adverfaries  of 
truth  is  mfatiable  •,  fo  their  purpofes  are  not  againft  z 
fhare  of  los  only,  but  the  whole  gofpel  intereft. 

We  defire  likewfe  a  line  from  your  hand  unto  our- 
iehres^  for  you  a:bundantly  know  what  an  orphan-condi- 
j:ion  we  are  in,  and  1k)w  we  get  no  reft  from  grappling 
with  extreme  diflficulties.  And  becaufe  we  look  upoa 
you  zsTi  father^  Therefore  we  make  the  more  bold  to 
defire  you  to  lay  it  upon  that  reverend  learned  and  pious 
Prefbytery  of  Groningf  n  to  clear  themfelyes  of  tllat  foul 
afperdon  of  Eraftianifm,  and  defending  of  corruption, 
^hich  they  are  charged  with,  by  thefe  who  have  made 
^efedtion  fpom  our  church.  For  we  n:^ay  with  grief  of 
heart  rehearfe  it,  that  thefe  minifters  who  haye  inrren- 
4ered  up  the  privileges  of  Chrift's  houfe,  a^d  deferted 
ills  followerSj  make  their  malice  no  tnore  tQ  appear  in 
reproaching  usj  than  in  reproaching  that  famous  Prcvr 
bytery ;  yea,  their  expreffions  are  fuch,  as  a  tender  heart 
vould  not  find  freedom  to  rehearfe  them  ^gain.  And 
iiow  we  dearly  fee,  that  they  oppofe  themfelves  not  on- 
JUr  to  us,  our  wreftlings,  and  fufferings,  fome  of  them 
^ying  no  lefs,  than  that  they  could  deliver  us  up  into 
the  hands  of  the  common  adverfary,  becaufe  we  deiire 
to  hold  faft  what  we  have  received,  to  quit  with  all  our 
own  things,  before  we  >|«it  with  Chrift,  But  they  put 
another  face  ujK)n  it,  branding  us,  as  if  we  were  the  on- 
ly incendiaries  of  church  and  ilate :  WQiereas,  it  is  only 
the  kingdom  of  Satan  that  we  endeavour  to  give  no  pea«e  . 
unto-:  But  alfo  (»r.e  fay)  they  oppofe  themfelves  to  that . 
venerable  Prefbytery:  yea  and  all  reformed  churches 
vhoie  praife-worthy  ways,  are  a  teftimony  againft  their 
backflidings^  But  fure  we  are,  that  thefe  noifome  winds 
which  they  raife  in  the  air,  fhaU  tend  to  the  more  re- 
fining of  it  J  and  their  continued  oppofition  to  trutJ*, 
lliaJl  make  it  more  clear,  and  precious,  and  tend  to  the 
vindication  of  the  common  gofpel  intereft. 

Likewife,  though  we  ourfelves  be  not  in  the  leaft 
doubt  about  it,  having  feen  hiffieftificate,  and  heard  the 
£«ne  by  the  informatioif  of  our  honourable  Delegate^ 
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aud  oAcrs  whom  we  credit  5  yet  it  would  be  ftrcngthcn- 
ingto  us  againft  our  Tintagonift,  if  that  venerable  Pref- 
"bytcry  fhould  in  their  long  longed  for  letter,  infert  that 
the  ordination  ot  Mr.  James  Renwick  was  purely  Prefby- 
terian,  and  binding  him  to  the  word  of  God,  .and  the 
reformation  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  to  fubjeft 
himfelf  to  the  difcipline  of  this  church,  according  to 
the  fame. 

The  Lord's  difpenfations  give  to  obferve  clearly,  that 
ye,  and  we,  are  much  called  to  ftudy  to  be  one  in  him ; 
for  without  any  difficuhy  yre  difcern  that  our  oppofiteg 
ai^  become  your  oppofites,  and  yours  are  become  ours. 
Let  us  therefore  flee  in  unto  the  Lord  by  frequent  and 
fervent  prayer,  that  he  may  lead  us  in  the  way  of  trutli 
aiid  holinefs,  where  the  wayfaring  meu;,  though  fbolS| 
ihall  not  err.  Let  us  only  ftudy  to  deny  our  owfl  ^ 
ibrength,  which  is  but  weakhefs,  and  our  own  wifdomi  -^ 
which  is  but  folly,  that  we  may  truft  in  the  Lord  with   — «» 

our  whole  hearts,  and  fo  be  fitted  for  difplaying  a  ban- 

ner  againft  all  his  adverfaries,  'with  this  motto  upon  it  '* 
STAtf  Lord  of  bojis   is  with  us ^  the  God  (f  Jacob  is  out        *' 
refuge  :    our  fowing  in  tears y  doth  promife  a  reaping  time      — 
•  in  joy  ;  far  he  will  give  untofuch  as  are  mourning  in  Zion^^_  9 

ieautyfor  a/hesj  the  oil  of  Joy  for  fnourningy  a  fid  the  gar 

tnents  ofpraifefor  thefpirit  tfheavinefs.r*. ^Therefore  Ic^^  ^=t 

u?  wait  upon  him,  and  encourage  ourfelves  in  him;  foci^^r 
his  appearing  for  the  church  is  ftill  feafonabje. 

Now  the  Lord  God  be  with  you,  and  make  you  as  =^  * 
brazen  wall  and  an  iron  pillar  againft  all  Zion's  oppofer^^BS, 
and  give  you  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  endunn  ^^g 
to  the  end,  that  ye  may  get  the  crown,  whofe  motto  i^  -s, 
To  THE  OvERCQMERS.  In  your  prayers  alwajs^^js 
mind  us,  a  poor^  diftrefledj^  bleeding,  and  perplexes=^3<J 
people.     Who  remain, 

lour  really  obliged  friends  y  and  always  obedient 
•      Servants  in  the  Lord. 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  direction,  by  t^^Bic 
clerk  of  our  General  Meeting. 

MICHAEL  SHIELD      ^' 

Given  and  Subfcribed  at  — ~  , 

July  31/,  1684.  -  ■  - 
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From  the  contending  and  fuffering  reformed  church  g/'Scot- 
land,  to  their  right  honourable  and  trufly  Delegate  Mr. 
Robert  Hamilton. 

July  3\fty  1684,' 
Right  hon.  and  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lordy 

IT,  is  like,  our  correfppndence  together,  by  reJbn  of 
thediflance  of  place,  your  intended  travels,  and  tbe 
<ljlficulty  of  tranfmitting  fetters,  m^y  be  for  a  feafoa  in- 
terrupted. Howeyer,  as  we  are  bound  in  duty,  we  fhall 
pndeavour,  through  the  Lord's  gracious  afliftance,  %o 
keep  up  a  miudfulnefs  of  you,  and  that  work  wherein  the 
Lord  hath  employed  you  for  us,  always  praying  th^ 
J^rd  may  d^reA  you  wifely  to  manage  his  caufe  againft 
ail  bis  oppofites  5  (as  in  a  great  meafure  h^  hath  done 
heretofore)  may  make  yqu  a  brazen  wall  -and  anjron 
pillar  in,  his  hoiife  ;  may  blefs  your  labours  and  travels  j 
and  that,  when  hi§  holy  wil^  i^  he  (preferving  you  ia 
your  work)  may  reftore  you  unto  us,  loaded  with  the 
fpoils  of  Anticbrift,  trophies,  of  the  kirk  of  Chrift,  and 
the  longed-for  fruits  of  your  painful  labours. 

O  right  honourable  and  trufty  Commlffioner,  Go  on 
in  your  wprk,  fear  not  nien,  the  caufe  is  the  Lord's,  and 
he  will  glorioufly  own  it.     What  fliall  we  fay  to  his  praifc 
and  to   your  encouragement,  b\:^t  we  are  meeting  with 
many  proofs  of  his  power  and  faithfulncfs,  even  when 
onr  furnace  is  hotteft  •,  we  may  fay,  hfe  is  ftill  delivering 
.  U5,  cither  by  preventmg  trials,  or  fupporting  under  tri- 
als }  he,  as  it  werp,  lays  the  bridle  upon  the  mane  of  ad- 
Verfaries,  and  yet  lets  it  he  feen  that  in  fome  meafure 
they  cannot  get  us  reached.     O  \  how  glorious  is  h^.in 
Vrifdom,  power,  holinefs  juftice,  goodnefs   and   truth  5 
he  is  laying  pledges  into  our  hands  that  he  will  do  great 
.things  for  us,  whereof  we  fhall  be  glad,  and  which  h^ 
fliall  proclaim  among  the  heathen.     We  are  perfuaded 
he  is  pofting  upon  hb  way  to  appear  for  his  broken  and 
buried  work  5  he  will  come  at  an  unexpected  time,  and  ^ 
in  an  unexpefted  manner,  and  happy  fliall  they  be  whom  ' 
ke  will  find  at  their  work,  and  who  are  not  lleeping  with 
the  generality  of  this  generation  :  But  fare  we  are,  there 
are  fad  days  abiding  fuch  as  are  dealing  with  a  flack 
hand  this  day,  and  who  refufe  to.  anfwcr  his  caI\  no^> 
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when  lie  is  many  ways  prefenting  himfelf  to  his  pcopk,. 
andteftifying  his  wiUingnefs  to  return  again  to  them. 
O !  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  he  will  return,  and  thai 
Suddenly  ;  and  he  hath  great  mercies  abiding  thefe  that 
use  waiting  for  liim  \  but  judgments,  judgments,  judg- 
aaaents  we  are  fure  fhall  ufher  them  in.  Let  us  prepare 
to  wade  through  judgments  toward  his  mercies  ;  and  O ! 
•  noUe.way  that  he  takes,  for  we  cannot  be  otherwife  pre- 
pared for  mercies. 

How  fliall  we  open  up  onr  hearts,  or  unfold  otir 
thoughts  unto  you  ?  The  Lord  he  is  God  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  our  falvation,  a  cleared  fight  whereof  would  ob- 
fcurate  all  the  difficulties  that  are  in  the  way,  and  cany 
the  eye  over  both  the  long,  weary,  flimy^  and  thorny  _ 
wildernefs,  and  the  proud  fwellings  ef  Jordan,  beholds 
ing  and  contemplating  the.  good  and  promifed  land. 
We  hope  the  Lord  hath  taught  you  better  than  to  r&» 
j;ard  oppofition  in  your  way  oi  ferving  and  following  him, 
for  the  more  fad  your  ways  be,  the  more  glorious  fhaH 
be  yoiur  viftory  \  you  will  naifkcn  yourfelf,  when,  in^^ 
ftead  of  a  crown  of  thorns,  you  get  an  immortal  crown 
4)f  glory  put  upon  your  head,  and  a  cloathing  of  white 
^iment,  always  beholding  him^who  is  the  wpoder  ^xA 
praife  of  the  family  of  that  higher  houfe^ 

But  now,  we  commit  you  to  the  Lord  for  dire<!ling, 
contorting  and  fupporting  grace,  praying  that  he  may  be 
with  you  in  your  intended  travels,  and  make  your  pains 
tend  to  the  up-raifing  of  his  work  ;  and  for  what  he 
liath  done  by  you,  we  defire  ta  blefs  him,  putting  a 
prize  upon  all  his  mercies,  crpecially  upOn  that  ineftima* 
jble  benefit  of  liis  gofpel,  which  is  as  reviving  from  the 
dead.  Let  us,  if  poltole,  hear  from  you,  ere  you  de* 
part  from  the  place  wheiT  you  now  are,  and  let  us  know 
wherein  it  lies  in  our  power  to  be  encouraging  and  ftreng- 
thenjng  uAto  you.  So  again,  we  leave  you  upon  the 
good  hand  of  your  God  and  our  God,  hoping  that  we 
jdeed  not  dclire  you  in  prayer  to  be  mindful  of  us,  who 

Tour  Honour^ s  Qbl'iged  and  endeared  friends^       ^ 
brethren f  and  Servants  in  the  Lord^ 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  dire£lion,  by  the 
clerk  of  pur  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 


tit  C^ajfis  f)f  Gronwgen^  \j^^ 


From  ike  contefiding^  nvre/lUfjg,  fuffering  and  dtflreJJeJ^ 
reformed  church  of  Scotland^  to  the  true  Protejlant  a?id  ' 

.  reformed  church  at  Groningen,  particularly  the  m^flifl^rs 
thereofl^ 

July  31/,   xtS^4. 
Right  reverend  and  dearly  Beloved ^ 

THE  fweet  experience  which  we  have  had  of  your 
receiving,  and  faithfulnefs  in  weighing  our  former 
adrefles,  with  the  circumftances  wherein  we  jftand,' hath 
given  B9  abundant  encoiiragement  to  catch  hold  of  thi« 
prefent  opportunity  of  the  unfolding  foinewhat  of  our 
forrow^,,  wkich  your  tovc  and  0ar  neceffity  invites  and 
caHs^  yea  commands  us  to  reprefent  to  your  fympathy' 
and  compaffion ;  however^  we  are*  confident,  we  may 
comfdit  muth  to  the  faithfuhiefs  of  our  right  honoura- 
HcDcl^ate^  to  lay  open  mito  you  our  fad  and  deplora- 
ble condition.  And  we  are  aflured  that  the  love  ye 
bear  to  the  common  caufe  of  all  Chriftians  will  not  fu£- 
fcr  yon  to  (hut  your  eyes  from  the  bleeding  and  lamcn- 
fable  condition  of  the  poor  diftreffed  church  of  Scot^ 
land^  Should  we  not  therefore  feek  to  eafe  our  burden- 
ed hearts,  by  pouring  them  out  into  your  bof©ms  ?  for 
if  we  flwuld  neglcft  this,  we  would  feem  ungrateful  to- 
wards you,  who'have  given  fb  large  and  ample  eviden- 
ces of  your  readincfs  to  do  for  us,  and  fiiffer  with  us« 

Affuredly,  if  ever  a  poor  church  was  battered  at  by 
Satan  and  his  inftruments,  we  are  that  church;  if  ever 
a  poor  peoj^e  were  befet  round  with  right  and  left  hand 
oppoiites,.  we  are  that  people  :  if  ever  a  poor  remnant 
w-erc  the  objects  of  Antichrift's  cruelty  and  apoftaitical 
malice,  we  are  that  remnant :  For  the  Lord  hath  called 
forth  and  ftrengthencd  an '  enemy  againff  us,  the  -rod  of 
§f  hi  Sanger  i  and  thejlaffofhir  itidignation  :  a  generation 
of  men  w-hofe  fpfrits  are  fet  on  edge  by  the  fiiry  off  hell, 
under  whofe  exafperate  cruelties  we  figh  and  n  ^.ourn,, 
tjiey  drawing  their  furrows  upon  our  backs.  M  iny  of 
us  arc  daily  led  as  lambs  to  tiie  (laughter ;  yea,  and  at 
the  hour  of  our  death  are  not  permitted  to  ca  mmerid 
"Hhc  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrijft,  to  fpeak  to  the  lovel'- 
Uitis  and  defirablencfs  of  the  crofs,  to  exhort  'others  to 
ltedfa(ti4crs  hi  thq  taufe^  nor  to  proclairii  that  the  Ihws 

ore 


:44  5T&^  Society s  Letter  to 

tre  fallen  to  us  in  plea/ant  places.     Some  are  fhut  up  in 
initon-hoiifes,  laid  in  irons,  and  fo  barbaroufly  kept» 
that  thofe  whom  they  are  moft  ftri^ly  related  unto^  A" 
ther  by  the  bonds  of  nature  or  Chriftlanity,  can  have  no       ^ 
accefs   nnto  them.    Others  are  fent  awsiy  to   foreign       m 
plantations  to  be  fold  as  flaves ;  and  all  of  us,  we  may     ^<^ 
fajy  put  to  wander  with  our  lives  in  our  hands,  and  to   ^c 

cat  our  bread  in  the  peril  of  our  lives,  many  of  our  re 

£dences  being  in  the  wild  mountains,  dens  and  caves  of^fc: 
the  earth,  the  enraged  adverfary  dill  fearching  and  puT" 
fuin^  after  us,  and  many  ftill  permitted  to  fall  into  theirs^z. 
lianas.  But  O  !  we  need  not .  exprefs  linto.  you  the  in  ^ 
Teterate  and  deadly  malice  of  this  malignant,  profane— >:^ 
and  antichriflian  fadion  \  for  what  true  Froteftant^s^  ^z. 
-loiow  it  not,  that  the  rage  of  dated  enemies  againft  th^^^< 
church  of  Chrift  is  infatiable.  However,  the  Lord  i^  Ji 
our  witnefs,  that  our  grief  and  trouble  is  not  fo  murl —  Wy 

becaufe  of  the  dangers  we  are  in,  and  of  the  mifery  whicl Hi 

we  are  liable  to  ;  but  that  which  moft  affecls  our  heartsi  .^^b, 
is  the  danger  which  we  behold  the  whole  Proteftant  re—  ^=- 

formed  churches  are  in  at  this  jundhire,  through  the  u    - 

niverfal  confpiracies  and  combinations  amongft  avowec^aid 
enemies  to  religion,  their  ftrength,  by  appearance,  ftilKZII 
increafing.     If  our  God  will  lay  our  bodies  as  the  ftree^^st 

under  our  feet,  and  pour  out  our  blood  as  duft  befoi c 

their  fury,  his  holy  and  wife  will  be  done :  For^ift^i 
blood  would  be  a  mean  to  recover  or  prefer ve  the  n 
cf  the  true  churches  of  Chrift  from  antichriftian  tyrann; 
wc  are  willing  to  offer  it  up  for  the  fervice  :  But  i 
know  their  fury  is  infatiable,  and  will  not  die  with  u 
they  being  armed  againft  us,  not  as  men,  but  as  Chri     ^ 
tians.     Yet  what  fhall  we  fay,  we  dare  not  quarrel  ncn^ 
repine  at  our  low  cafe,  but  we  ought  rather  to  rejoioi^ 
in  it,  feeing  that  it  makes  for  the  manifeftation  of  th^  :^ 
Lord's  attributes  toward  us  ;    for  we  may  fay,  he  gc  ^^ 
new  occafion  to  make  his  power  manifeft,  taking  hoCT 
of  our  extremity  as  his  opportunity  \  fo  that  we  m?^ 
fay,  we  are  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not  deftroyec^ 
we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair  ;  perfecuted,  b^ 
not  forfaken  ;  caft  down,  but  not   deftroyed.     For  v^ 
are  not  made  fo  much  to  mourn  becaufe  of  the  leng« 
that  enemies  are  permitted  to  proceed  againft  us,  as  " 
wonder  that  they  get  not  more  of  their  purpofes  accoi^ 
pliihed,  for   day  and  night  they  weary  themfclves 
purfuing  after  the  guikkfs.     Many  times  wc  arc  dclive? 
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cd  out'of  tKcir  hands  as  a  prey  plucked  out  of  their  teeth, 
;ind  this  we  cfteem  much,  not  as  it  is  our  (jeliverance, 
but  as  it  manifefts  the  Lord's  power  and  faithfulnefs 
towards  us,  and  encourages  us  to  believe  that  he  ihall 
do  great  things  fc:*  us  :  Wherefore  our  mouths  fliall  be 
filled  with  laughter,  our  tohgue  with  finging,  and  we 
[hall  be  made  to  proclaim  among  the  heathen,  The  Lord 
hath  doui  great  things  fir  us^  *iuhereofwe  are  glad  :  Yca> 
vtt  are  always  delivered,  for  we  account  it  a  Ljifeffed  and 
happy  deliverHnce,  that  (though  fome  faint,  yet)  many 
are  kept  faithful  unto  the  death,  choofing  rather  to 
quit  with  their  heads  than  any  of  the  precious  truths  of 
Chrift,  they  finging  in  the  hot  furnace,  and  crying  Out, 
that  their  Ittiet  are  fallen  to  them  inpleaf ant  places. 

Now,  Right  reverend  and  dearly  beloved  in  our  Lord, 
we  have  the  more  encouragement  to  lay  out  our  cafe  e- 
vcry  Way  unto  you,  that  your  brotherly  fympathy  ami 
labours  of  love  have  been  manifeft  to  us  all,  and  through- 
out the  v^orld,  by  your  kindly  acceptance  of  our  right 
honourable  and   faithful  Delegate's  informations,  your 
rcfptfting  and  crediting  him  whoiti  we   owe  fo  much 
refpeft  and  credit  unto  ;  by  your   affectionate  kindnefs 
unto  and  ordaining  of  Mr,  James  R^/iwukj  who  is  to  us 
a  faithful  mitiifter  of  Jcius  Chrift,  which  hath  furniflied 
us  with  no  fmall  encoumgement  and  refreflimenl  in  this 
day  of  our  diftrefs  \  the  Lord  giving  evidences  that  he 
is  his   meffenger  *,  and  alfo,  by  your  hitherto  friendly 
entcrtainirig  of  fucfh  as  have  been  fent  to  your  colleges  : 
Withal,    earneftly,    though  humbly,   begging   and  in- 
treating,  that  (if  there  be  any  poflibility  of  it)  ye  would 
condcfcend  upon  fome  way  for  the  future  maintaining  of 
fome  of  our  youths  at  your  colleges  ;  for  we  may  fty,  a^ 
vacate  not  able  to  maintain  them  abroad,  fo  our  fchook 
and  colleges  at  home  are  fo  corrupt  and  cnfiiarlng,  that 
none  who  will  not  run  with  them  into  the  lame  excefs 
of  error  and  riot,  can  or  dare  meddle  with  the  fame. 
However,  we  ferioufly  Jcilrc  th/*t  none  from  this  Lmd 
^k;  owned  or  acknowledge rl  by  yon,  who  have  not  ptir 
i^inficate  or  tlie  reccnTm'jiuin.tiori  of  qiir  Delegate.     And 
'•^lotbefe,  who  without  onr  knowledge  or  counfcl  have 
^Irciily  crept  in  amongil  )ou  with  ^hcir  errors  and  ca- 
iuinniesj  tending  to  t]\c  wciikningof  the  Proteft.tnt  in- 
^"foft;  \vc  hope  w:  r.eiul  nor  a-^a'n  w?.rn  yoa,  j»idf^iii;» 
^-s' fnarcto  be  e-liO'dv  broken.     So,  in  a  dct^pci   icnt: 
*'fourc?.ie,  and  w>,h  ir^-:z<T  QorSK'-cti^n  ol*  y^vir  (^ru- 
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pat&y  (having  Had  proofs  of  the  ftme)  than  wc  can^cft^  — — 
prds,  we  make  this  humble  addrefs  uQto  you,  in  th$^  -^ 
Dowels  of  Chrifty  earneftly  imploring  your  moft  fervent  :^a 
prayers  for  us  to  the  Lord^  who  is  the  hearer  of  prayi>rj 
that  he  who  hides  his  face  from  us,,  may  yet  return  again^^c: 
and  lift  up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  us^  mdy*^^ 
reclaim  his  captivated  declarative  glpry,  and  iubdue  and 
fi:atter  the.  enemies  thereof. 

Now,  the  Lord  profpcr  you^.  and  prelerve  us„  that  we 
may  all,  as  one  man,  ftand  up  againft  Antichrift  and  all 
his  limbs,  and  whatever  is  contrary  to  found  doArine  anc^ 
the  power  of  godlineis,  that  fo  the  work  of  thefe  latte 
ages  may  be  carried  on,  to  the  honour  of  God  and  the 
Churches  joy,  through  Jefua  Chrilh- So,  we  re- 
main. 

Tour  GbFiged  frtendsx   and  humble  Servants    in  ti 
Lord^ 

Siibfcribed  in  our  name„  and  By  our  dixe^on,  by  tr       ie 
Clerk  of  our  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELI>=-S- 


IThe  eofttendtng  and  *6oteJ{ltng^  fiiff^^^ng  and  diftrejffid  w  ■^- 
formed  church  ^  Scotland^  to  the  true  reformed  chm  'cb 
at  Embdeii.' 

July  ^rjl,  16^4. 

Right  revd.  and  dear  fy  beloved  in  the  Lord , 

OUR  long  delaying  to  tefiify  our  acknowledgmir  ^^* 
of  your  kindly  fympathy  and  friendly  commifei — '*- 
tionof  ua  in  our  diib^fled,  bleeding  and  perplexed-  ca^^<^> 
may  make  you  apprehend  that  we  are  forgetful  o£-t^^^ 
great  benefits  which  we  received  from  your  hands,  zm:r^^, 
ungrateful  towards  yourfelves  :  but  T»e  earneftly  intr^^=^t 
that  ao  fech  thought  may  be  entertained  ;  for  thou^^^ 
our  tranfmifSon  of  letters  to  you„  hath  hitherto,  ^B^Y 
reafon  of 'fome  providential'  exigences,  been  obftrufter-  ^i 
yet  the  fcnfe  of  the  duty  of  thankfulhefs  which  we  o^-—- ^^ 
unto  you  isj^  and  we  hope  will  be,  always  upon  our  fpiri  — ^^* 
Albeit  wc  be  in  flich  a  poor  cafe  as  we  are  not  able,  tl^^^ 
mott  iviUiog>  to  manifsft  the  faxae  by  remunerating  y^*=^". 
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ly  manner  of  way,  according  to  your  kindnefs  fliown, 
iSKbcrality  extended  towards  us  5  but  we  know  in  what 
:  did,  therein  ye  had  your  eye  upon  duty,  and  not  u- 
►n  reward.  And  your  charitable  frame  of  fpirit  which 
IS  evidenced  to  us  by  your  bounty,  and  declared  by  our 
{ht  honourable  Commiffioner,  was  more  encouraging 
d  refrefhing  to  us  than  all  worldly  things  coijJW  be  ; 
r  we  look  upon  the  founding  of  bowels  among  Chrif- 
ins  as  a  great  token  of  good  to  the  univerfal  cbwch, 
lich  (as  we  a  poor  part  thereof  are  in  a  deplorable 
fc)  is  in  a  very  dangerous  condition  5  the  rage  of  enc- 
les  being  infatiable,  not  bended  againft  us  as  men,  but 

Chriftians,  yea  as  Proteftants  ^  and  ^Jie  more  they 
evail  againft  us,  the  more  courage  they  take  to  enter 
:o  univerfal  plots  and  cpnfpiracies  againft  the  whole 
formed  churches.  Therefore  let  us  account  the  fufi- 
:ing  of  one  member  as  intended  againft  all  ;  and  fo  let 

take  heed  to  ourfelyes  and  ^^  our  common  gofpel  in- 
reft;  for  the  plots  of  Satan  .and  hi?  inftniments  are  nx> 
^re  deep  than  univerfal.    JLiCt  it  be  our  ftudy  to  be  led 

the  way  of  truth  and  holiness,  which  is  the  way  of 
eafantnefsy  aiul  to  ftand  up  as  one  man  againft  AotH' 
irift,  and  whatever  men  of  ^i>tichriftian  and  ip.alignant 
irits  would  intrude  upoa  the  kingdom  of  pur  Lord, 
rt  us  beware  of  affronting  our  noble  Qaj^ain  by  yield- 
g  to  his  enemies  one  foot  of  ground,  for  the  caufe  is 
s,  and  it  is  worth  the  contending  for.  It  is  fo  honou- 
ble  and  precious  that  nothing  is  too  coftly  to  beftow  up* 

it.  And  if  the  Lord  were  not  letting  us  fee  that  this 
ufe  which  we  are  contending  and  fuffering  for,  is  his 
Ti  caufe,  and  the  heads  of  our  fufferings  are  his  crown 
d  the  pendicles  of  it :  were  it  not  fo,  we  would  foon 
:ld  and  give  it  over :  for  thefe  men  who  are  the  rod 
the     Lord's   anger   againft   us    have    their    fpirits 

on  edge  by  the  fire  of  hell :  their  fury  is  fo  fiery, 
»ir  rage  fo  cruel,  and  their  fnares  fo  fubtle,  that  our 
e  hath  none  fo  like  it,  as  was  the  condition  of  the 
dly  in  the  Netherlands,  in  the  time  of  the  Spanifii  in- 
ifition.  But  we  cannot  get  time  to  look  upon  our  mi- 
les and  dangers,  being  forced  to  turn  our  contcmpia- 
n  another  way,  to  wit,  to  behold  the  wonderful  works 
the  Lord  in  his  doing  for  us  in  this  our  low  condition, 

ftirring  up  the  fpirits  of  you  and  of  Tome  others  to 
npathize  with  us,  by  bearing  up  oiu:  fpirits  under  this 
ry  frial,  you  drj^wing  out  his  breafts  of  conlolatiou^ 
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in  fuch  a  mcafure  amongft  us  that  ^re  burden4>earerft  i 
the  heat  of  this  our  day,  that  many  are  made  to  cry  ou 
Their  work  is  eafy,  their  lines  are  fallen  to  them  in  pUi 
fant  places  ;  and  by  wonderfully  delivering  us  out  of  ti 
claws  of  this  roaring  adyerfary,  and  plucking  us  as  a  pn 
out  of  their  teeth,  when  fcnfe^  reafon  and  probabiU' 
faid  the  contrary  ;  To  that  frona  his  power  and  faithfu 
nefs,  meeting  with  many  inexpreflible  proofs  of  the  fam 
we  defire  to  believe,  that  bccaufe  qf  the  glory  of  his  gre 
name  he  will  do  great  things  for  us,  yea  work  wonder 
for  indeed  no  lefs  can  raife  up  his  bom-down,  yea  ruini 
work  in  Scotland.  But  though  tlie  church's  difeafc 
this  time  be  deplorable,  yet  we  dare  not  look  upon  it 
incurable,  feeing  Jefus  Chrift  the  faithful  phyllcL 
(who  meddles  only  with  defperate  difeafcs,  that  his  Ik 
fulnefs  may  the  morp  appear)  is  engaged  to  look  up< 
It,  and  to  help  it.  He  nvtll  heal  her  bcckjlidings  and  «; 
love  her  freely  ;  and  will  turn  aivay  his  anger  from  lie 
yea,  and  will  be  as  the  denv  unto  licr,  fo  that  fhe  JIh 
groiu  as  the  lily^  and  caft forth  her  X'oots  as  Lebanon,  H 
branches  fhallfpreadj  her  beauty  fhall  he  as  ike  olive-tn 
and  YitTjfnell  a^  Lebanon.  We  d^fire  to  wait  for  th 
longed-for  day,  and  for  the  time  when  judgment  ihs 
return  again  to  righteoufnefs,  and  when  men  fhall  di 
tern  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 

So,  right  reverend,  muf  h  honoured  and  dearly  bcl- 
veJ,  make  many  errands  to  the  throne  cf  grace  foru 
praying  earncftiy  and  frequently  that  the  Lord  who 
the  great  m^after-builder  of  his  own  work^  may  wprl 
and  accpmplifli  his  work  amongft  us,  and  perfecSt  tl 
fame  over  the  belly  of  all  oppofition  \  and  that  we  m; 
be  ftrengthened  with  patience  to  endure  to  the  en« 
ilanding  out  refolutejy  againft  our  outward  and  inwai 
enemies,  and  no-ways  ftaining  the  honour  of  th^  glorioi 
Captain  of  our  falvalion. 

Now,  the  Lord  God  of  hofts  be  with  you,  and  foil 
fy  your  fpirits  againft  all  the  machinations  -of  Sata 
making  you  all  good  foldiers,  clothed  with  his  armoi 
of  proof,  that  ye  may  endure  to  the  end,  ^nd  enjoy  tl 
crown  which  he  hath  laid  up  for  all  that  fear  him.  "W 
ihall  detain  you  no  further  at 'the  time,  humbly  defirii 
(if  pofJible)  to  be  dignified  with  a  line  from  your  hunt 
vv'hich  fhall  be  moft  rcfrcfliing  and  reviving  unto 

your  rnojl  obliged  and  endeared  friends  ^  and 
nbedientfervamis'incdi^*ir\^\(\ndul^. 


Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  direftion,  by  the 
Perk  of  the  General  Meeting, 

Michae;!,  shields. 


The  next  Qencral  meeting  was  Oftober  ijth,  i684, 
The  ftatc  of  the  country  in  general,  and  of  the  focietics 
ia  particular,  at  jh^t  time  being  pretty  largely  defcribed 
1)7  Mr.  Alexander  Slpieidsy  in  hi§  account  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  James  Renwichy  from  page  47,  to  69,  The  reader 
inuft  be  rcferre4  the^-f  to,  Qnly  a  ftort  hint  fhall  be 
here  given, 

September  acth,  a  mod  viperous  proclamation,  wkU 
letters  oJF  inter-communing  was  iffued  out  againft  Mr-r 
R«nwicl?,  is*c»  commanding,  and  commiflipnating  till 
ftibjecb,  not  to  harbour  nor  fupply  with  meat,  drink,  fcCr. 
the  wanderers,  but  to  hiii^t  and  purlue  them  out  of  ?.il 
thcfa-  dens,  caves,  and  moft  retired  defart*^,  and  to  raife 
t^c  HUE,  and  cry  after  them;  and  not  to  refct,  or 
correfpond  with  them,  under  the  pain  of  beiiig  eftecmr 
cd  art  and  part  >^'ith  them,  and  to  be  profccute  ac-* 
fordingly. 

Wththis  wicked  mandate  many  compiled,  fo  that 
Aepoor  perfecuted  >yandcr€rs  were  rcda^Vcd  to  incredi- 
Ue  ftraits,  many  were  taken  and  murdered,  iaiprifoned, 
*nd  reduced  to  great  hardfhips  of  hunger  and  cold  ;  oc- 
^'^iioned  efiJecially  by  the  indefatigable  vigilance  of  fome 
vagabond  villains^  who  were  Aiborned,    and  encouraged 
^0  give  information,  and  intelligence  of  them,  wherever 
they  faw,  or  heard  they  were  feen  :  I'hus  they  being  in 
ftch  a  pinch  of  perplexity  j  having  neither  ability  to  f»giit,' 
nor  poflibility  to  flee,  nor  probability  to  hide  themfeive.s^ 
^or  incans  of  fuftentation  to  preferve  themfelves  alivt, 
^y  hiding :   They  were  forced  to  fall  upon  the  only  ex- 
pedient they  could  think  upon,  in  order  to  evite  their 
"^eluctable  ruin,  which  was  to  warn  intelligencers,  and 
bloody  DoegSy  of  the  wickednefs  of  their  way,  and  ta 
*^aten  them,  (in  cafe  of  perillting  in  maticipus  (hed- 
ging of  their  hlood,  or  inftigating  thereto,  and  affifting 
^Qtrcix?)  that  they  would  not  be  fo  flack  handed  in  time 
foming  to  revenge  it ;  that  thus  threatening,  and  warn- 
ing them  of  their  hazard,  they  might  deter  intelligen- 
ces, and  murders  from  fuch  a  practice  \    and  to  vindi- 
^lit?  themf,:lvei  ironi  falfc  afpcrfions^  of  Etiurdcfm^VTVcv-. 
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jciples  caft  upon  them  by  the  Counfel,  the  iiululged- ;md 
their  abettors  ;  by  an  mgeupus  ^pologetick  reprefenta- 
tioix  of  their  fentiments,  and  refoliitiohs  in  theie  things^ 
il^ewiiig  how  after  the  example  of  our  reformers,  con* 
tending  with  bloody  tyrants,  in  former  times,  how  far 
they  were  neceffitate  to  contend,  and  reduce  to  praftice, 
in  their  prefent  circumftances,  that  privilege  of  extrjior- 
^ary  executing  of  judgment  on  murdering  beafts  pf 
yrey*    Sei?  th^  abov^  quotted  book* 

Wherefore,  at  the  General  Meeting  Oclober  15th, 
1684,.  they*concluded  upoij  the  Apologetick  Declaniti- 
pn,  (which  is  priated  with  the  Informatory  Vindication) 
which  although  it  niade  fbmc  of  the  intelligencers,  ftand 
iafear  tQ  follow  that  way  fo  avowedly  j  yet  it  was  made 
tbe  greateft  handle  of  by  the  per feeu tors,  and  of  reproach 
6y  the  minifters  and  others,,  of  any  thiixg  they  had  ever 
4one :  for  fliprtly  after  the  perfecutors  framed  an  oa^i 
aSjunng  the  faid  Declaration,  which  oath  of  abjuration, 
was  univerfally  preffed  in  fuch  an  arbitrary  manner  as  w?is 
znever  heard  of  before,  in  thefe  words.  /  do  abjure^  rev: 
nounce  and  difown  0  late  Declaration j^  &c«  This  o^lh  be- 
ing prefled  on  j^th  men  and  women,  and  ftich  as  rcfuf- 
cd  it  imprifoned,  and  not  a  few  of  them  execute  on  that 
bead,  although  alas !  many,  yea  very  many  complied, 
ibeing  inftigate  thereto,  by  the  counfel,  and  example  pf 

liich  as  were  called  fuffering  Prefbyterian  minifters. t 

Natwithftanding  Mr.  Alexander  Shields,  hath  ftiown 
the  finfulnefs  of  this  oath  in  Hind  let  Loofe,  Part  3d, 
Head  3d.  and  in  Mr.  Reriwick's  Life,  Page  58,  i£^K 
Yet  it  is  hoped  the  infertion  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  James 
Renwick's  upon  that  fubjedt,  will  be  acceptable  to  tl^ 
f.eader*  *  * 

A  Letter  by  Mr.  James  Renwick,  concerning  the 
Oath  of  Abjuration,  to  fome  Friends, 

Loving  Friends^ 

A  CCORDING  to  your  dcfire,  and  my  promife,  I 
J[^l\_  fliall  write  t9  you  m'y  thoughts  (in  wcaknefs)  erf' 
this  fair  faced,  though  foiil  hearted,  Oath,  fo  violently 
prefled  upon  the  coniciences  of  young  and  old,  iad  and 
Jafi,  by  the  wicked  powers  of  the  land,  whereby  many 
fouls  are  catched  in  the  fnare,  and  falkn  in  the  pit  dig- 
ged bv  them,  not  confidering,  or  clfe  not  willing  to  fee 
"  ♦  ' "  the 
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the  hook  ulider  fo  fair  a  bait,  ixor  the  poifon  in  the  cHp^ 
ahhough  all  their  dainties  be  deceitful  meat.  And  aA 
this,  upon  the  one  hand  ought  to  be  matter  of  deep  fir- 
row,  and  mournful  lamentation  before  the  Lord,  to  201 
ferioufly  concerned,  and  tender  of  the  Lord's  work  and 
caufe,  againft  the  wrongs  and  injuries  done  unto  him^ 
tmd  that  there  ihould  be  fo  many  (and  that  in  a  cove- 
nanted land)  wearying  of  his  fsteet  and  eafy  yoke,  as  if 
he  had  been  a  barren  wilderneli,  and  a  land  of  drought 
to  them,  -who  have  noiv  left  his  colours,  tOtid  fled  from 
his  camp,,  and  run  unto  Satan*is  (that  great  rtd  dragon^ 
fighting  againft  Michael  zvA  his  angels)  and  lifted  them- 
fel ves  under  his  banner,  taking  on  his  livery,  and  wreath- 
ing his  yoke  about  their  necks :  O  fpoliih  people  and  un- 
wife,  have  they  thus  requited  the  Lord  ?  But  as  that  yoke 
is  a  beggarly  bondage,^  and  an  enflaving  thraldom,  fo 
their  v/ages  (if  free  mercy  prevent  not)  fhall  be  well  paid 
them  ;  even  to  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God^ 
ivhicb  is. poured  otit  without  mixture ^  into  the  cup  of  his  in^ 
dignatiott,  B.ev.  xiv.  lo. 

So  upon  the  oth^r  hand,  we  have  this  as  a  ground  of 
encouragement,  and  matter  of  praife  before  the  Lord, 
that  notwithftanding  fo  many  are  rujhingy  as  the  horfe  into 
the  battle^  into  enemies  camps,  and  receiving  their  mark 
in  their  right  hand,  or  forehead,  that  yet  there  are  many 
in  this  land  whom  the  Lord  hais  helped,  and  honoured 
by  his  grace,  to  follow  him',  walking  in  his  way,  and 
hath  kept  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  pollutions  and  a- 
bominations  of  the  times  ;  and  out  thefe  deftruftive  paths 
yea  to  refjl  unto  blood  Jlriving  againfl  Jin»  And  I  am 
hopeful  he  will  keep  a  Remnant,  whom  neither  the  wind 
of  temptation  fhall  .blow  away,  nor  th«  flame  of  perfe- 
cution  burn,  nor  the  fire  of  judgment  confume  \  But 
theyfljall  be  a  holy  feed ^  to  do  fervice  to  him^  as  a  teil  treep 
or  oaky  whofe  fubflance  is  in  theniy  when  the  carcafes  of 
thoufands  IhuU  dung  the  wiMernefs. 

Having  premifed  this,  I  fhall  next  unbofom  my 
thoughts  of  the  flnfulnefs  of  the  Oath  (of  Abjuration) 
by  producing  fbme  reafbns  agamfl:  the  Oath  itlelf,  edr- 
neftly  defiring  any  who  fhall  be  at  the  pains  to  look  on 
this  line,  to  read  it  ferionfly,  fingly,  and  impartially, 
weighing  the  fame  in  the  balance  of  the  fanftuary. 
And 

ijly  There  can  no  oath  be  taken  rightly,  except  the 
periba  taking  it,  fwear  in  trdth^  in  judgment  and  \xi 


Mr.  James  RmivicKs  Lcttt^r 

OTifnefs.     Buti  O  how  can  any  think  to  take  itjj 
the  deiigns  thereof  (as  ihall  be  {hewn)  arc  fo  cvi- 
/  deltriidive  to  the  i)itereft  of  religien,  that  is  now 
.  at  the  Auke  \  and  aliby  the  perfons  iiTi[X)luig  it,  arc 
red  enemies  to  God,  and  all  rightcoufnefs :  Andai 
iwfully  and  juftly  difowned,  as  having  iio  right 
cm  for  their  perjury  and  murder,  for  their  ulurpa—  _a 
n  in  things  ecclefiafticy  aud  tyranny  in  things  civih 
idljf  All  who  anfwer  the  eneniies  demand  in  Ukinr^    i 
iis  oath,  are  guilty  of  complying  with  their  h^elliih  anu»  _^ 
icked  defigns  to  root  out,  and  raze  to. the  foundatiniKr  m 
he  Prpt eftant  Intereft  (which ,  alas,  is  brought  low  by  t henrz^ 
ihready)  that  they  may  fet  up  in  its  place  their  fui>erftitK^  jii 
ous  idolatry,  and  build  their  curfed  Babel ;  for  to  eftpczz^ 
tuatethis,  they  fall  upon  this  ddign,  to  have  the  hands    _l.s 
beads,  and  hearts  of  ail  tied  up  from  doing  any  thuigfc=9»b] 
the  prelcrvation  of -religion:   Is  hot  this  eddent  fifoirr     m 
that  oath,  wherein  they  fwcar,  not  to  have  war  againiakiil, 
but  pesce  with  tliefe  whofe  defigm  are  fuch  ?  O  drcarw      J, 
ful  and  monftrouvj  wlckednefs,  to  be  guilty  of  rootiCSSjj 
out  the  work  of  God,  and  Uying  th<  foundation  of  th        lat 
curfed  Babel  again  *^ 

'^dly.  All  tiie  takers  of  this  wretcfhed  oath,  cannot  fi ce 

themfclvcs  of  being  guilty  of  condemning  all  that  <^^  ur 
fore-fathers  have  done  in  the  defence  and  preferratL  ^n 
of  our  glorious  Work  of  Reformation,  and  in  defence  of 
themfelves,  againil  Papifts,  Prelates,  and  Malighant&    - 

^thlyy  All  the  takers  of  tltis  oath  Avear  never  tp  vcvsm.  ke 
war  witli  thefe  who  are  following  their  footfteps,  yea,  2^-3^ 
worfc  than  thefe  who  went  before  them  -,  yea,  the  taki  -«/ 
thereof  fays,  that  the  enemies  oppofition  has  been  right,*-  ^ 
the  I.OL-d^s  people  wrong,  and  a6>ed  as  fools,  and  llifTi^ 
cd  ai  fuch  ;    whirli  were  blafphemy  to  aiTert  :  For  t^ 
import  "Mid  tlefign  of  that  declaration,  abjured  by  t:  ^ 
oath,  is  nothing  biil  to  tarry  on  and  advance  that  g;J 
riou.:  wf/rk  cf  Rcforrr:rition,  and  to  defend  themfel^ 
againil:  all  oppofen;,  (which  nature  allowi)  feeing  \.W 
cm:i:i:e:i  had  declared  wi:r  ai^-Jnfl  them,    and  their  * 
tlarin^  v/ar,  w;is  but  a  rcpeliiiuj  of  violence.     O  wlcl 
iin,  to  be  i;ii'.lty  of  co;i(lc:"yiiiing  and  baryln^^  oi  llic 
gloricvs  v.ork. 

5/^''^,  All  wlio  t;;lco  rlr.-,  oatli,  Avear  r.ino  a  I'C,  f 
fays  t.!i:»t  tho  lU cl.iri'.ti(Mi  i;  for'ktiiinjT  :ii]  who  fciv 
Majefty  in  church,  fr.uc,  .irniy,  '»'•  C'r.iri-.iy  •,  v/litr 
nidkcb  a  pl;/m  c^iftiiJition  ob- >.v...  r.c  z.\.^    biuvcv 
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TTim^  moderatei  and  tli«  cruel  and  blood-thirfty,  and  to 
m^n  the  degree  crf'punilbnient,  according  to  the  degree 
[>f  tlueir  offence.  And  doth  not  the  taking  of  God  (wrho 
s  truth  atfelf)  to  i^itnefs  to  fuch  a  lie,  make  the  fin 
jreatly  heinous,  and  may  not  fuch  cxpeft  that  their 
>axids  will  be  made  ftrong  ? 

^thljy  The  fwearers  of  this  oath  make  thetnfelves  guil** 
y  of  that  blafphemous  fupremacy,  eftabHfhed  l^  their 
aiw,  m  the  perfon  of  a  dying  wretched  mortal,  oyer  all 
perfonsy  and  in  all  cauf<is,  which  properly  belongs  to 
[3irift,  as  being  head  in  and  oyer  his  own  church  X 
fiJoA  this  they  have  twined  into  the  oath,  in  thefe  words, 
j<  a:ll  who  ferve  his  Majefty,  in  Church  and  State." 
A.nd  fo  by  this  path,  the  Prelates,  Curates,  and  othei* 
^fB-cers  of  their  church  are  faid  (not  to  ferve  or  be  fub- 
yc^  to  ChriA:)  but  to  him,  and  he  to  be  their  bead  and 
fountcin,  from  whence  they  derive  their  power,  fo  thef« 
•^irlio  take  this  oath,  may  cxpeft  to  meet  with  that  fame 
sneafure  of  wrath,  if  rejsentance  prevent  it  not,  with 
eliefc  who  are  aftually  guilty  of  robbing  Chrift  of  his 
Toyal  prerogatives,  when  he  arifes  as  anincenfcd  Media- 
lor  to  reclaim  his  own  rights  and  declarative  glory,  thus 
ufdiped  and  trode  upon  by  the  wicked. 

7/A/jr,  By  taking  of  this  oath,  they  become  guilty  of 
■perjury  :  A  wicked  and  epldemjck  fin  \  for  in  our  Solcniq 
ijeague  and  Covenant,  we  are  bound  to  ;the  utruoil  of 
oar  powerj  to  extirpate  popery,  prelacy,  and  malignan- 
cy, fa^r.    Now,  how  can  any  fulfil  their  engagements  to 
Cod,  when  they  fwear  not  to  have  war,  yea  not  fo  much 
as  move  their  tongue  (which  they  will  interpret  to  be  a 
declaring  war)  agairft  the  chief  ringleaders,  and  prq- 
Hiovcrs  of  popery  and  prelacy.     And  O  can  any  free  this 
<»f  perjury  ?  Siiall  they  break  the  covenant  and  be  deliver- 
ed? No,  the  Lord  who  is  a  fwift  witncfs  againft  all  faife 
fwearers,  will  puniih  fuch. 

8M/^,  By  taking  tliis  o^th  they  fwcsir  to  have  peace 
^itli  the  enemies  of  God,  thefe  Amnlehtes  againft  whom 
1  lie  will  have  war,  from  generation  10  .gencmtion  \  and 
^^  are  commanded  in  Dent,  xxiil.  6.  not  to  f^ek  their 
peace  nor  profperity  all  our  days  for  ever.  And  is  not 
^^is  fweai;ing  not  to  have  war  ag?.inft  his  enemies,  a  clear 
l^reach  of  that  command  given  by  God  to  his  people  ? 
And  likcwifc  in  our  baptilinal  vows,  we  are  given  away 
^0  the  Lord,  to  f.ght  under  his  banner,  againft  the  de- 
^i  tlie  worldj  and  die  fleili.    O  let  us  not  breuk^our  vo^s 
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mms^dng  peace  with  any  of  Ihem,  left  we  ptovoke  hJtti 
jtQ  let  us  fall  as  a  prey  before  them^  and  them  to  have  do^ 
minion  over  us ;  and  ought  not  thb  to  make  a  tender 
bearted  Chriftian  fear  at  it,  becaufe  they  have  madeit  a 
difcriminatuig  fign,  and  token,  between  the  good  and 
the  bad,  to  know  who  are  on  their  fide,  and  who  not  9 
9t4  that  none  are  tor  buy,  or  fell,  without  they  have  the 
0KU'k  of  the  beafty  (the  pafs  fbewing  they  have  taktn 
tbeoath  of  peace)  in  their  right  hand,  or  lore^head. 

^hljy  The  fwearing  of  it  is  a*  wronging  of  jt^ite>  fee- 
ing by  this  oath  they  are  not  to  have  war  with  any  that 
fcrve  his  Majcfly,.  in  church,  ftate,  army,  or  country, 
whereas  many  of  them  by  their  open  and  avowed  mur- 
der, perjury,  blafphcmy,  and  idolatry,  have  forefeited 
their  lives,  and  made  theanfeWes  liable  to  the  ftroke  and 
fword  of  juftice*;  for  the  land  that  is  defiled  with  bloody 
cannot  be  eleanfedy  but  by  the  Uood  «f  him  who  fhed 
it.     Numb*  xxxv.  31^32,  33- 

•  lothly^  Thcfe  who  take  this  wretched  Oath  of  peace 
will  not  be  exempted  fixmi  the  next  trial  that  cometh 
through ;  for  although  they  have  gone  on  in  the  whole 
fleps  of  defefUon  formerly,  yet  if  they  anfwei^  not  the 
prefent  demand  of  the  enemies,  all  th^t  they  have  done 
before,  will  be  to  no  purpofe ;  yea  what  may  be  expect- 
ed next,  but  that  the  Whore  of  Rome  fpread  her  man- 
tle of  darknefs  over  thefe  covenanted  lands*  O  happy 
foul,  in  that  day,  who-ifaall  be  found  near  God^.  and  jw 
from  the  tents  of  thefe  wickerf  men ;  for  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed that  thefe  who  have  gone  on  in  the  former  i^eps  of 
defection,  will  makebutaftepofthisalfo,  feeing  (it  hath 
been  obferved)  that  defeAion  in  this  day^  hath  grown 
by  degrees,  and  gone  on  by  Httle  and  little,  till  they 
have  been  one  with  open  enemies.  Not  defiring  to  trou- 
ble you  further,  I  remain, 

Tours  at  command  in  the  Lord  Jeftu, 

Sic  SuhfcribiiuTy    JAMES  RENWICK. 

The  troubles  and  trials .  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and 
this,  were  very  many  and  lamentable.  The  malice,  the 
defpite,  the  rage,,  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  ene- 
mies werCv^icome  to  a  great  height,  and  much  of  the  fame 
was  exercifed  againft  the  Societies,  and  fucli  as  befriend- 
ed them.    The  apologetic  Declaration,  fpoken  of  before, 

bein? 
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l>eing  affixt  on  many  church  doors,  it  made  a~  great  fioife 
jJiro'  -the  whole  land.  Upon  the  one  hand,  it  did  milch 
<!eter  thefe  intelligencers  (concerning  whom  it  was  e<pe^ 
cially  emitted)  from  that  wicked  work  they  were  former* 
if  employed  in.  And  it  (with  fomething  that  fell  out 
at  that  time)  *  did  not  a  little  damp  and  fright  many  ma- 
*  lignants  in  the  Weft,  and  cUewhere,  efpecially  iiich  who 
had  been  active  in  the  perfecution  of  the  wanderers ; 
particularly  many  of^  Curates,  were  fo  terrified,  that 
In  ibme  pjaces,  as  in  Galloway  and  Nithfdale,  fcarce  one 
oE  them  durft  ftay,  but  went  into  Edinburgh  and  other 
•to^ms :  Aoid  upon  the  other  hand,  the  Counfel  i^ed 
out  a  proclamation,  commanding  the  taking  of  an  oath 
^abjuring  the  forefaid  Declaration,  which  thereafter,  was 
^igoroi:dly  and  rigoroufly  impoied^r^— ^The  diftreflcs, 
-the  calamities,  and  affliAions  of  the  Societies,  were  ma- 
ny, and  of  vajqpus  kinds^  foldiers  were  impowered  to 
Isill  ?ny  of  them,  wherever  they  could  be  found  with 
-armS)  (which  they  were  neceffitate  to  have,  for  their 
own,  and  their  brethren's  defence)  accordingly  fome  of 
•thepL  were  killed  in  cold  blood  in  the  open  fields,  fome 
were  dragged  to  prifons,  others  were  murdered  on  fcaf«r 
'^olds.  And  the  tofiings,  wanderings,  and  hardfhips  thff 
«il  were  pedaled  to,  were  verjr  great, 

Im  this  &d  time  a  General  Meeting  conveened  at 
-jtucbengiUochf  upon  the  8th  day  of  January,  1685.  Af* 
xer  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  meeting,  they  approv- 
<d^o£4Khat  was  concbid^d  at  the  l^fk  meeting  whi^h  met 

at  r — = the  .1 5th  of  Oftnbcr,  1684. 

A  form  of  a  Commiffion^  being  prefented  to,  and  read 
at  this  meeting,  was  agreed  to  ^  and  it  was  refolded,  that 
aU  thefe  who  were  to  be  fent  from  Societies,  to  follow'- 
ing  Genial  Meetings,  (hould  h^ve  the  faid  form  of 
Commiflion  ;  without  which,  they  were  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted. Which  paper  being  drawn  up,  and  condefcen* 
dcd  unto,  was  much  for  orders  fake  afterward  made  ufe 
of>  for  Societies  getting  copies  of  it  1  thefe  vf}\om  they 
fent  to  General  Meetings,  had  it  ordinarily  with  them, 
wherein  their  name  was  iniert,  and  alfo  the  Society  they 
came  from,  fome  of  them  fubfcribing  it,,  in  name  of  the 
reft,  which  was  delivered. to  the  pcrfon  who  received 
U  2  thie 

*  This  fcemt  to  be  that  which  it  related  by  Mr.  Renvi'xV  vn 
one  of  hit  Letters  concerning  i\2ajor  Wii;r*m'^  chiVdr^Ht  tet 
im£c  81  of  RzD wick's  Letters, 
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flkt  irhiik  of  thefe  commiffionS|  at  ^verj  General  tltoct^ 
lA^  (vtz.  Mfi.  Shields);  This  method  was  obfenredi 
Auil  it  mighi!  be  known  that  thefe  who  came  there,  wcrt 
1^  jfent  fn>m  the  United  Societies,  and  from  what  fa* 
tietj  ih  particular,  eyerj  one  came:  As  alfa,  to  have 
ibme.  knowledge  oi  the  peribhs  theitifelV^  that  were 
ftut.    The  tenor  of  which  paper  follows.  ;   -    5' 

;     ■■  ■  "  ■  '  .  .  \^     -ft' 

We  the  Society  of  ^nf-n  »■*    do  hereby^  commiffionite    ^ 
the  hearer  '^-  »     '    '.*■■(,  (being  one  of  ournumbcr^i^^^ 
of  lone  judgment  and  periuaiicm  with  ourfclTes^  and  not: 
jbhaftgea^Q  with  any  J^blic  fcandal)  to  this  preiEent 
^eral  Meeting  of  the  CommiiEoners  of  our  Umted  i 
xieties^  giving  him  full  power,  unanimous  and  fre&i 
ieht,  and  afleht,  to  vote,  and  in  cur  name  to  agree  um 
to  every  thing  that  may  be  concluded  by  them,  acccurd— - 
ing  to  the  vrvxd  of  God,  bur  covenants^  and  refonxiaj^r  ■ 
tm,-  cmr  fiormer  and  later  honeil:  contendxngs,   fahhfiiS. 
declarations,  proteftations  and  fufFerings,  and  the  coiw^ 
ciufions  of  our  foregoing  Gk^ner^  Meetings,     Withida^ 
{iuthfuUy  to  oppofe  himfelf  to  whatever  may  be  contra — 
jy  to  the  forefaids. 

Given  thc-«r— ^  day  of-*— '■* — ,  Subfcribed  in  cwtr 
name,  and  by  our  direction,  by  i^  member  of  our  Sob^ 
cicty, 

A  perfon  came  to  this  meeting  from  a  Society  in  ^if«^-— ^ 
eqfile^  in  Nortbumter/and^  who  correfponded  witli  th^^ 
United  Societies,  and  gave  fome  account  oftlxcir.  pr^ — 
fent  cafe,  and  of  one  particular,  Avhicb  they  4efire:<J 
tiw  H^eeting's  advice  in,  how  they  fliouJd  carry  in  i^  • 
which  was  this,  fome  of  their  number  having  been  -pr?^- 
foners,  their  relations  had  procured  their  liberty,  witZLi^ 
out  their  knowledge,  by  giving  bond  to  prefent  them    "=*' 
gain. 

Now  it  became  puzzleing.  to  them,  to  know  wlut        to 
do.  in  this  matter  5   whether  to  enter  ^ain  to  prlfc^^o* 
according  to  the  faid  bond,  or  to  abfeiit  themfelves^      —^ 
^Wch  it  would  he  forfeit :  Therefore  they  defired  tir3is 
meeting's  advice  anent  it.    Who  after  deliberation^  cc    -'P^ 
eluded  opon  writing  a  Letter,  in  which  is  their  advic^^vio 
that  prtiiular^    OS  which  letter  the  tenor  foUoweth * 


Ta 
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Tp  fofne  Fr'mijs  in  Newcaftfc* 

Jan.  B//j,  iSJjj. 
J)early  beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord^ 

WE  have  heard  from  John  Scot,  whom  -we  €•«»- 
ceive  to  have  had  commiilion  from  you  for  that 
&ine  dS'&QCj  the  difficulty  and  trials  in  your  prefent  cafc^ 
which  are  in  no  fmall  meaiizre  affec^g  to  us,     But^  Oi 
be  not  difconragedy  but  rather  rejoice,  that  the  IdaA 
will  not  give,  unto  you  eafe,  which  is  very  undefU'alUc 
ftow  when  Zion  is  in  trouble }   neither  think  your  fiprf 
trials  ftrange,  for  it  is  but  the  fame  in  meafure  with 
nrlifiit  happens  unto  your  brethren :   And  though  no  a&- 
fi  i^pn  for  the  prefent  be  joyous  but  grievous  to  fleih  and 
1>lood»  yet  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  greuteft  tribun* 
ladon,  when  the  work  of  God  is  foiow,  to  be  the  great- 
<&r  teftimony  of  his  love. 

However,  as  to  our  mind  and  advice  anent  your  pra* 
<«it  ftrait,  we  judge  it, 

i^,  Matter  of  great  <:oncemednefs,  both  to  you  and 
'%^^  thatfome  of  you  fhould  be  redacted  to  that  intricalc 
Extremity,  that  your  fin  and  fu^ering  is  upon  the  one 
S^and,  and  the  fafferiag  of  our  neareft  and  dear?£b  rda- 
^  ions  upon  the  other,  which  we  know  njTuredly,  v/ill  be 
^t>iore  bitter  to  you  than,  any  thing  that  can  be  brought 
^^pon  yourfclves  in  following  yow  duty.     But, 

2^y,  Ye,  as  we  hope,  not  having  confcntcd  sftivdy 

^^  pa-ffiveiy,  by  filence  or  concurrence,  to  your  relations 

^heir  purchafing  your  liberty,  by  a  bond  to  prelent  you 

x^gain  before  the  feifions  j   we  judge  it  cannot  be  your 

^uty  to  be  cither  afti  ve  or  pafilve  in  prefenting  yourfelvesj 

fcut  that  ye  ought  to  make  out  of  the  way,  feeing  ye 

Icnow  affuredly  ye  will  be  apprehended.    { i .)  It  would 

infer  your  cOnfenting  to  what  your  relations  have  donCt 

5n  tampering  with  die  adveristfy.    (a.)  It  would  infer 

*  "your  hating  a  hand  in  your  latter  bufferings,  which  furc- 

Ijr  is  beth  a  &i  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  very  difquieting 

to  the  confcience ;   for  though  we  ought  chearfully  to 

-embrace  fuffering  when*  the"  Lord  fends  it  in  our  way, 

yet  we  ought  fiHl  to  have  no  hand  in  it  ourfelves,-  tio 

not  by  omuting  our  duty  in  ufing  what  lawful  means  may 

prevent  tlie^fame:    When  we  are  perfecuted  in  one  c:/y^ 

we -arc  commanded  to^  to  another.    Let  all  o£  youvXvM, 
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are  at  liberty  ufe  all  means  to  keep  yourfelvcs  fo  \  for  if 
you  fliall  caft  yourfelves  into  the  trial^  ye  know  not  what 
niares  the  Lord  may  fubjeft  you  unto,  as  your  puniih^ 
fientS)  whereof  ye  may  be  made  to  repent  out  ot  time. 

But,  dear  brethren,  let  not  your  prefent  trials  damp 
or  confiife  you,  fer  if  the  Lord  had  not  feen  fueh  a  cafe 
ibr  his  gUxy  and  your  good,  he  had  not  brought  you  un- 
to ic.  Seek  not  the  carving  out  c^  your  own  lot,'  but 
pot  it  in  the  Lord's  hand,  and  fubfcribe  your  confeot 
lujto  what  he  fees  meet  to  do  unto  you ;  ftudy  to  w^ 
^efbre  him  in  the  way  of  duty,  io  path^  approven  by 
him  and  well-pleaiing  to  him  \  and  th^,  and  there  oai^ 
ly,,'  ye  iball  enjoy  the  con^ortabk  light  of  his  pleafaD(k 
Cojt^i^enance,  wherewith  he  beholdeth  the  upright:  feek 
theupmakxng  of  all  your  wants  in  himfelf,  who  hath 
promifed  to  take  you  up,  though  fatjifir  and  mofberfioukt 
both  forfahe  you.  ,  ^       ' 

.  Now^  jf  ye  incline  thereunto,  and  fee  it  Jgt  to  otra^ 
into  Scotland^  and  take  part  and  lot  with  us,  know  s^ 
furedJy,  that  ye  fbail  be  moft  acceptable  %  and  though 
we  can  promifeyou  nothing  but  perfecution,  yet  ye  ihaU 
tiave  our  countenance,  -^id  all  thi^  encouragement  that 
we  can  beftow  xr^ao.  you  ;  and  we. hope  that  ye  ihall  not 
think  your  lot  hard.  So,  leaving  you  uppn  the  Lo!r4> 
for  the  light  of  dire£Uon  aad  ponfoUtion,  we  ren^ain. 

Tour  affeSiionate  brethrfn^  fympathii^ifig  friends y  ami 
fervants  in  the  Lord^ 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  by  our  direction,  and  by  the 
Clerk  of  our  General  Mee)ing| 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS.- 

It  was  alfo  concluded  by  the  meeting  that  a  letter 
fliould  be  written  to  the  Laird  of  Earlftoun,  then  a  pri- 
foner.  Which  accordingly  after  the  meeting  was  drawn 
up  and  fent.  The  occai&on  of  this  refolution  was ,  the 
hearing  of  a  letter  read,  fentby  him  to  Mr.  J^mcs  Ren- 
pdck  that  contained  fome  ^iccount  of  his  cafe  at  the 
time,  wiiich  was  not  a  little  refr^ing  and  Reeling  to 
ihem. 


fr^m 


the  Laird  of  Earlfioun.  159 


Frcm  thefuffermg  and  ivreftling  Remnant  of  the  church  (f 
Scotland,  to  the  right  honourable  the  Laird  of  "EarlEtoim^ 
prifonerfor  the  caufe  of  Chrijl, 

Jan.  Bth,  1685, 
Much  honoured  Siry 

YOUR  letter,  direfted  to  the  right  Fcverend  Mr, 
James  Renwick,  was  very  refrefhing  and  encou- 
raging to  us  all  V  yea,  we  may  fay,  a  little  reviving  to, 
our  fpiiitsin  our  bondage,  having  not  heard  from  your-. 
felf,  nor  particularly  <rf  your  cafe,  for  a  confiderablc 
time  before,  which,  together  with  the  many  troubles  wc 
have  been  and  are  tryfted  with,  hath  occafioned  our  not 
writing  unto  you :  and  although  you  have  not  heard 
from  us  after  this  manner,  yet  you  have  not  been  for- 
gottoi  by  us.  But  we  were  an'd  are  defirous  to  know, 
your  cale,  and  to  keep  up  that  due  fympathy  and  fellow- 
feeling  with  you,  in  your  bonds  for  precious  Chriftp 
which  we  ought.  However,  we  defire  to  blefs  the  Lord 
upon  your  account,  vrho  hath  brought  you  for  the  ma- 
felb'ng  the  riches  of  his  free  grace,  through  fo  many 
and  fo  various  trials  and  temptations,  from  within  and 
without,  from  malicious  enemies  and  flattering  pretend- 
ed friends ;  yea,  hath  brought  you  again  from  the  gates 
of  death,  and  fides  of  the  grave,  gaping  ready  to  devour 
you,  thereby  dilappointing  the  fears  of  his  people,  and 
expeftations  of  his  enemies,  which  you  ought  to  look 
upon  as  teftimonies  of  his  love  and  fatherly  chaftife- 
ments,  that  before  you  be  unpurged  and  turn  drofs  in 
the  furnace,  he  will  take  great  pains  upon  you,  and  take 
you  from  one  fire  to  another,  till  ye  be  a  veflel  fitted  for 
his  fervice  j  and  when  enemies  think  to  add  forrow  to 
yoiir  afili^ion,  in  making  you  like  an  howl  in  the  defart, 
or  a  pelican  in  the  wildemefs,  by  (hutting  you  up  in  clofc 
prsfon,  far  from  the  converfe  of  your  fricntls  and  rela- 
tioivi ;  that  then  and  there  he  Should  viiit  you  with  his 
loving  kinduefs,  and  fill  your  foul  with  a  fenfe  of  his 
love,  and  make  you  fing  in  the  midfl:  of  thefe  hot  fires, 
(O  wonderful  love,  and  matchlefs  cbndefcendcncy  !)  and 
to  fay  that  heart-ravifhing  and  foul-comforting  word, 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  Aly  Lord :  and  not  only  fp, 
but  to  give  you  fuch  a  lively  and  favoury  imprcffion  u- 
pohyour  fpirit  of  his  public  work,  and  noble  c:iMfc  \ii. 
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this  day,  when  it  is  worn  off'  the  fpirits  of  many,  ttlio 
feemingly  had  it  once ;   and,  alas  !   too  much  oft'  many 
of  our  own.     All  which,  we  fay,  as  it  ii  ground  of  en- 
couragement,   and  matter  of  praife  to  us  before  th^ 
Lord ;  fo  you  ought,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  praife  and 
Bjagnify  him  for  the  fame,  and  to  make  the  experience*- 
of  his  former  loving  kindnefs  to  your  foul,  as  inotirss  t<^ 
believe,  and  helps  to  confide  in  him  for  the  future ;  thathcj^ 
vho  hath  brought  you  thro'  the  depths  before,  remains^ 
frithfuland  cannot  change,  can  and  will  bring  you  thro* 
die  like  again ;  yea,  tho'  he  ihould  fee  it  fit  in  his  holy  v/ifl- 
dom  to  make  you  wade  diro'  waters  deep  atid  broad,  ancf 
to  make  you  go  thro'  fires  more  large  and  hot  5  yet,  O  faint 
not,,  truit  in  him  who  hath  done  fo  great  things  to  yoir 
and  for  you  :    Rcn^cmb^r  Chrifl,  your  Head  ami  Cap- 
tain, is  abore  the  w^atcrs ;   he  waded  thro*  deeper  wa- 
tCTs>  and  ran  through  hotter  fires,  (and  all  for  the  re- 
demption of  poor  loll  finners)  than  you  or  any  of  his 
{icoplc  can  do ;  Remember  him,  ivho  efidured  fuch  con^- 
txad'iEiioii  of  Jinners^  and  for  finners ;  who  behig  tentptedf 
ino^us  how  io  fuccvur  ihefe  that  are  fo.     Labour  to  put  a 
bl-mk  in  his  hand,  that  you  may  not  quarrel  with  Wno, 
whatever  lot  he  may  tryft  you  with.    O  his  prcfencc  will 
make  any  lot  dcfireable,  for  it  fupplies  all  wants,  and 
makes  the  creature  to  rejoice,  when  robbed  and  fpoiTed 
of  all  other  thing." ;  it  makes  affliftions  light,  and  trials 
caiy  ;  it  makes  a  piifon  a  palace,  and  the  tlircatenings 
of  men  to  be  defpifed  ;  yea,  it  wHl  make  the  foul  fing 
and  rejoice,  when  gutng^  through  the  valley  andjfjailow  of 
death. 

Much  honoured  Sir,  what  (hall  we  fay  more  for  your 
encouragement  but  this.  Go  on,  go  on,  in  your  fufter-^ 
ingfor  precious  Chrift;  the  caufe  you  arc  lufferingfcf 
is  Chrift's  own  caufe,  aiid  he  will  own  it  in  his  own  du<^ 
time,  and  own  all  v/ho  own  it  fincerely :  He  lives  anc*- 
reigns,  and  will  rS.gn  ;    The  croTjn  jhall  jlourifi  on  hi^ 
heady  end  aU  his  e:ic:aies  ks  vkathed  with  jlijme.      And  al-^" 
though  encmitjs  in  this  land  will  not  have  Clirift  to  reigr^ 
over  them,  having  robbed  him  of  his  crov/n  and  roy«i  '- 
prerogatives  ;  and  ieme  Liid  re.ilbn  would  fay,  he  v^ouluJ- 
never  reigiiln  tills  land,  yet  faith,  which  fees  clearly  it "^ 
the  darkcft  ni5^ht,  will  lie  him  fitting;  \\\  his  thront:"^ 
reigning  and  rjiiiig  in  and  arrion^jll  his  people,  and  ovc  "^ 
his  enemies  ;  coming  ;.  loathed  with  thr  garments  of  veil" 
g^ncc,  and  cloak  of  'LZ'cS.  uryixir.ft  them,  and  with  the  gar- 

mcrri? 
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mcnts  offiilvation  and  mercy  to  his  people.  O  happy 
fouls  that  will  be  found  in  his  way,  and  about  their 
Work  when  he  comes,  to  whom  his  coming  will  only  be 
fwect.  What  fhall  we  fay  more  to  his  commendation  ? 
He  IS  good,  and  does  good,  his  crofs  is  eafy,  and  his 
burden  is  light.  He  hath  done  and  is  doing  great  things 
for  us  J  he  hath  been  and  is  £t  great  pains  with  us  to 
purge  us  from  our  drofs,  and  make  us  a  holy  and  clean- 
ly people  to  himfelf.  He  hath  given  us  the  gofpel,  and 
it  fcems  he  is  countenancing  the  fame,  and  increafing 
the  followers  thereof.  And  O  !  he  feems  to  be  about ' 
to  do  fomc  great  work  in  this  land,  to  bring  to  pafs  his 
ff5,  hhjirangs  a^. 

JIuch  honoured  Sir,  You  make  mention  in  your  let- 
ter, of  your  rcfoluticn  to  write  at  more  length  to  us, 
when  an  opportunity  offers.  That  opportunity  is  long- 
ed for  by  us  5  for  your  laft  was  fb  refrcfiifal,  that  we  ear- 
neftly  delire  to  hear  from  you  again. 

So,  leaving  you  upon  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  direc- 
tion, a^iiftance,  and  confclation  in  time,  and  the  enjoy- 
tnent  of  himfelf  throughout  eternity :  begging  that  while 
"I  the  body,  you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  us,  who  are 
^ot  forgetful  of  you.     We  are. 

Tour  Honour^ s  ajfured  and fympafhizing  Friends^ 
brethren  and  fervanis  in  the  Lord, 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  out  direflion,  by  the 
clerk  of  our  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 


This  General  Meeting  being  for  not  joining  in  family 

^'tcrcife  with  fcandalous   perfons,  efpecially  tliofe  who 

^^^re  grofly  fcandalous,  by  their   compliance   with  the 

^y^ominations  of  the  time,  deili-ed  that  any  of  our  Socie- 

^^s  who  had  .reafons  for  it,  or  fcruples  anent  it,  fhould 

^ing  them  to  the  next   General  Meeting,  to  the  end 

*^Hcy  might  be  confidered  and  anfwered,  for  their  fur- 

^Kcr  information.     That  which  gave  the /ife  to  this, 

^'as,  that   fome  who  had  occafion  fometimcs  to  join  in 

*^^mily  worfhipwith  fuch  perfons  as  is  above  mentioned, 

^nd  having  fcruples  anent  the  fame,  did  therefore  pro- 

Pofc  it  to  this  meeting,  that  they  might  gel  thdx  ad'^vct 
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how  to  carry  therein.  But  I  do  not  remciiibcr  that  any" 
thing  more  concerning  this  was  done  at  any  of  oiir  G^ene-, 
ral  Meetings  after  this,  or  yet  before  it. 

It  was  further  appointed  by  the  meeting,  that  the  .i7th 
of  July  b'e  obferved  by  all  our  focieties  as  a  day  of  pray- 
er, fafting,  mourning  and  humiliatioh  before  the  Lord, 
bccaufe  of  our  fad  and  finful  negleft  of  folemh  fetting 
time  apart  for  acknowledging  of  God^  feeking  his  couii- 
ftl  and  countenance  witli  what  we  fo  folenmly  went  a- 
bout,  being  feniible  that  the  Lord  hath  beeii  angry  at 
t  US  thereaneni. 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  meethig  fhould 
conveen  at  Auchengilhchy  upon  the  I2th  of  Fehruary^ 

After  the  laft  Meeting,  (as  alfo  a  little  before  It) 
the   troubles  and  trials  of  the  countrj-  were  exceeding 
great,  by  the  violent  prcfllng  of  the  oath  of  Abjuration,, 
which  in  Tome  places  was  impofed  upon  young  and  old, . 
lad  and  lafs,  wherewith   many    complied ;    yet  after- 
wards not  a  few  of  thofe  who  took  it,  did  feeHhe  wicked- 
•  nefs  thereof,  and  publicly  acknowledged  the  fame,  and 
feverals  of  them  joined  with  the  wanderers*    But  when* 
the  prefUng  of  the  faid  oath  was  going  moft  vigoroufly 
through  the  country,  unexpectedly  a  flop  was  put  there- 
to by  the  death  of  Charles  11.  at  tf^hiuhall,  February 
J  not   without  fufpicipn  of  being  poifoned  by  his . 
brotlier  the  Duke  of  York,  whofe  ambition  to  afcend 
the  throne  was  great. 

This  put  a  ftop  to  the  general  preffing  of  the  forefaid 
oath,  yet  the  condition  or  the  focieties  was  very  lamen* 
table,  perfecution  went  on  moft  vigoroufly ;  the  rage, 
malice  and  ci-uelty  of  enemies  was  in  ^  peculiar  manner 
manifefted  againft  them.  Some  of  whom,  coming  to 
this  meeting  were  difcovered,  and  notice  Tent  to  the  ene- 
my. About  two  compaincj  of  foot,  comitiandcd  by  one 
Buchan,  marched  out  of  Glafgow,  to  fearch  after  them, 
who  (with  foine  horfemen,  among  whom  was  the  laird 
ofLee)  having  found  out  thcfc  poor,  people  *,  purfued  af- 
ter 

*  See  Mr.  Rcnwitk's  33d  letter,  Ir  wa«  reported  tliat  one 
mean  of  ihcir  prtfervation  was,  that  Garin  Wothcrfpooil,  who 
was  with  them,  icf^  his  fhoe,  wh4ch  being  found  by  the  enemy, 
und  feeing  it  rery  large,  ccociudtd  that  he  muik  be  a  Aronif 
iijaa  Vihoie  foot  filled  u  *.  ih^Tdoit  %  (t^v  might  oot  atuck 
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ter  them  very  vigorpufly  ^ke  moft  part  o(  a  day.  But 
though  they  all,  (ex.cept  oii«  ij^a,  who  after  apprehend- 
ing was  immediately  diotj  efcaped  from  thdfe  bloody 
men,  yet  tliey  were  ther£by  biudercd  from  going  to  the 
meetings 

HowEVEflL,  fpfl[j€  met  at  the  place  and  time  appoint- 
ed, VIZ.  February  vithf  near  Auchengilloch^  who  agrce- 
ed  upon  two  days  tp  be  obferved  by  the  focietiejs* 

\fty  It  was  concluded  th^t  the  4th  of  Mar<:h  ihpuld 
be  kept  a  day  of  thankfgiving  unto  jthe  Lord  for  the  won- 
derful proofe  of  his  love  arid  goodwill,  manifefted  to  a 
fcatter^  aud  diftrefled  remnant  in  this  land,  by  his  deli- 
vering of  thqm  in  feveral  places,  from  tlie  power  and 
>*agv  of  enemlejs^  ^\t^  they  w£re  r^dy  to  fwailow  them 
iip» 

idlfi  Itwa^  appojnted  that  the  8th  ol  April  {koxAi.  be 
fet  apart  as  a  day  of  failing,,  mourning  and  humiliation 
before  the  Lord,  for  the  ^inwarrantable  out-breakings 
that  ha»^  been  committed  by  fome,  in  feveral  places, 
contrary  to  our  Covcnant-engag^men|:s  and  Declara- 
tions. 

3^,  It  was  appointed  that  the  next  general  meeting 
ihallconvcen  at—- — ,  the  firfl  Wednefday  of  Mjiy. 

As  tljie  trials,  troubles,  fnares  and  tcntations  of  thj 
country  were  many,  an<l  of  various  kinds,  before  the 
death  of  Charles  11,  that  profanei  gerfon ;.  fo  after  the 
fame,  and  his  brother  James  Duke  of  York,  a  profcfl: 
Fapift,  having  ufurped  the  throne,  they  were  nothing  di- 
miniflied,  but  m  fomc  refpc^s  fadder  and  greater.  And 
in  particular  the  perfecution  againfl:  the  focieties  came  to 
its  greatell  height  ;  <nany  of  whom  were  cruelly  and  in- 
humanely niurdered  in  the  open  fields,  and  others  hang- 
<^d,  many  dragged  to  prifons,  fome  tprtured  by  fir^- 
matches  and  thumbkins,  and  others  laid  in  irons  ;  and 
their  diligence  in  Searching  and  purfuing  after  them  was 
great  j  whereby  they  were  r.educ^d  to  many,  diftreflfes, 
jAnd  weary  wanderings,  and  forced  to  feek  Ihelter  in  the 
wildeft  wildcrncffes  and  defarts.  hi  a. word,  fuch  was 
the  inraged  crudty  and  furious  hellifli  zeal  of  thefe  bloo- 
dy ad  vcrfarjes  againft  thefe  poor  people,  whom  thfey  de- 
f:gncdv/hoUy  to  cut  off,  that  they  fpared  neither  the 
young  man  for  his  youth,  nor  the  old  man.fbr  his  giey 
lijiirsand  AiK/j/mgHgej  yea,  women,  and  that  .bol\\cl4 
Z  2  9^^ 
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.:  and  young  efcapcd  not  their  bloody  and  barbarous  han^Kjs^ 
by  whom  fom^  were  ftrangely  murdered,  and  man^     y^ 
^tbem  carried  to  prifon.     But  notwithftanding  of  all  t_-  J^^ 
and  much  more  than  can,  or  is  fuitable.  to  be  rdsrafcrf 
here,  feveral  joined  with  thefe   wanderers,  chufln^^o 
take  one  lot  with  them,  though  as  to  the  outward  it   vas 
Tcry  hard  5  and  their  zeal  and  courage  was  npthi|ig  a&ar 
ted,  but  rather  increafed.     For  though  adverfari^.  were 
cruel,  and  their  malice  infatiable,  yet  the  Lord  was  gr^- 
•ciotts  arid  kind,  helping  them  to  fuffer  chearfiilly,  ar^4 
;  tanander  pleafantly*     In  thefe  days  of  diftrefs  and  \f^' 
'  '  bol^tiDn,  rthe  enjoyment  (fometipes)  of  thegofpcl  ^^^ 
v«iy  jbncouragihg  to  them,  sQthough  they  got  it  wit:  3^ 
.'  thehazard  of  their  life,  and  were  ftill  ija  danger  to  hav-^^ 
-their  bleod  mingled  with  their  facriiice.     Ahd  though  ^ 
they  had  many  againil  them,  yet  they  wanted  not  fou-^^ 
;  i£;j$nds  5  for  not  a  f^pw  up  and  down  the  country,  wecilT"^ 

•  B^^rkind,  giving  them  entertainment  and  refet,  (whic=^  ^ 
f'JftS^Veiy.h^ful  unto  them  in  their  defolatc  andwande^^- 
•ilig  'jgondition)  notwithftanding   that  there  were  ftri^^^ 

•  coirim&nds  Xo  the  contrary,  and  the  fame  was  oftim^^*^ 
attended  with  fufFerings.  Among  other  me;ms  ■mac:=^c 
ufe  of  at  this  time  by  the  enemies  to  accpmplifh  the^^ir 
wicked  defigns^  the.  fending  for  many  of  the  favage  ar:::^^ 
wild  Highlanders  was  one,  who  coming  to  tlie  yrt^^^i 
were  very  cruel  and  vigorous  in  robbing  ardfpoiling  ar-^^d 
hunting  of  poor  pqpple,  fome  of  whorq  fell  into  tht^^J^ 
hands  and  were  bjifbaroully  murdered.  And  by  tlie^  ^^ 
(efpecially)  and  others  ranging  up  and  down  the  cou'^^^- 
tryj  fevcrals  were  hmdcred  from  coming  to  this  Me^  t- 
ing,- 

But  fome  few  having  met  at  — — ,  upon  ths  6th    ^ 
Mny  1685.     They  condefcended  upon  another  m<:etic^S 
to  conveen  at  Blaclganiipch^  on  May  28th. 

^  The  cafe  of  the  land  continued  ftill  fad  and  deplor'^- 
blc.  ■  Enemies  were,  ftill  hunting  thefe  poor  people  ^^ 
tovras,  villages,  mountains,  woods  and  dcfarts,  orwher^*' 
^ver  they  heard  any  of  them  were  feen  ;  whereby  n5-  "^' 
»y  fell  into  their  hands,  fpme  of  whom  they  prefen*:^  v 
facjfjificed  to  fatisfy.  their  cruel  luft,  others  they  carri  -^^ 
toprifons,  whercthey  lay  languiiking  in  great  difti-eff-^  • 
But  although  what  they  fuffcred  was  very  pinchir*^  -^» 
and  hard  to  ficfh  and  blood,  and  the  .remembrance  ther^  ^% 
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vfbenowfad;  yet  it  was,  and  is  ground  of  comfort, 
amtmitterof  praife,  that  the  Lord  helped  them  (albeit 
mdch  defpifed  and  reproacjied)  to  contend  and  fufier 
for  truth;  and  honoured  many  of  them  to  die  martyrs 
£br  his  caufe,  wherein  they  were  countenanced  of  him» 
;ind  helped  to  fuffer  chearhilly  to  the  admiration  of  on^ 
lookers,  and  the  convidlion  of  enemies  themfelves. 
'  About  the  time  that  the  meeting  mentioned  above 
fliould  have  conveened,  it  was  nqifed  abroad  that  an  in- 
Tafion  was  to  be  in  this  land,  undq:  the  conduit  of  the 
Earl  of  Argyh  i  who  with  fe'veral  others  bad  laid  down 
refolutions  abroad  to  put  a  flop  to  the  prefent  wicked 
courfe  that  was  carrying  on.  This  made  cqemies  pre- 
pare to  oppofe  them,  by  raifing  of  the  militia,  heritors, 
and  many  of  the  favage  Highlanders  came  fouth,  wherc-^ 
by  in  th^  n^ean  tiqie  the  wamlerers  were  reduced  to  fe- 
-fcral  ftraits,  and  much  of  the  fury  of  thefe  forces  ^vas  tur- 
ned againft  them. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  parliament  fitting  at  E-. 
dinburgh,  to  which  ^teenjbery  was  commiffioner.  By 
whom  there  were  fome  ai^s  framed,  that  for  wicke4ne& 
■and  ftrangcnefs  fcarce  a  ;^ar^llel  can  be  found  ;  againft 
which,  yea  the  very  conftitution  of  this  Parliament, 
and  the  proclainiing  of  the  puke  of  York  King  ;  as  alio. 
the  inrcoming  of  Pqpiih  idol*\try,  which  was  then  ap- 
parent, it  was  thought  duty  to  witnefs  and  proteft  :i- 
gainft  it,  that  it  might  be  evident  to  fuccceding  genera- 
tions, that  fuch  dreadful  and  monftrpus  v/ickediiefs  pail 
not  without  a  teftimony  againft  the  fame  ;  and  that  Uiey 
might  free  th^mfclycs  from  partaking  thereof. 

Whereupon,  a  paper  be:ng  written,  was  brought 
to  this  meeting,  which  coiiVtdx'dl'^X.  Blackgantiochj  on 
May  ifixhy  1685.  After  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the 
meeting,  what  was  done  at  the  former  meeting  was  ap- 
proven  by  them. 

Alfo,  it  was  refolvcd  by  all  and  fundry  the  members  of 
this  meeting,  not  to  join  with  malignaritG,  or  icvLu  ians 
in  arms. 

This  condufion  was  made  on  account  of  fome  thit 
\r^rc  already  concerned  in  the  expeditions  then  oa  fcot 
in  both  kmgdoms,  and  more  that  were  to  be  taken  iutci 
that  afTociation  j  with  thefe  that  were  appearing  in  thi> 
land  it  was  dclircd  that  the  focictics  ihould  join^  and 
thsey  expeilcd  to  hi  more  iolkii'A  fcr  lh:it  c;id ;  \v\\?,vc-* 
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lore  it  was  judged  fit  to  fpcak  o^  and  deliberate  about 
kaithis  meetiiig,  whereby  they  might  know  ooeapo* 
^r's  minds  anent  aflociating  with  malignants  and  fee* 
tariacns.  But  though  they  (de^ring  to  adhere  to  the 
^nciples  of  this  church  concerning  finful  aiTociatioA) 
kad  not  freedom  to  join  with  fftch,  nor  could  they  c- 
Ipoufe  Arg'jleS'  declaration  as  the  ftatc  of  their  quarrel, 
becaxife  it  was  not  concerted  according  to  the  aQcieiit 
plea  of  the  Scotch  Covenanters,  ^c  ;  and  becaufe  it  ot- 
pencd  a  door  for  a  finful  confederacy  j  yet  they  were 
iKilling  to  do  what  lay  ia  their  power  agaiaft  the^  com- 
tuon  enemy^ 

The  meetii>g  likewife  agreed  unto  a  protcftatipn  2u 
gainft  proclaiming  James,  Di/ke  of  Tork,  King  of  Scot- 
land, fe'r.  thclawfulnefs  of  the  prefent  pi-etended  Par- 
Kamcnt,  and  the  apparent  inlet  of  Popery,  (^c,  :  And  it 
was  refolvcd  that  it  Should  be  publiflied  the  &j»^  d^y 
at  the  burgh  of  Saiiquhfif* 

Accordii>g  to  this  conclufioij,  immediately  after  the 
meeting  was  ended,  about  %zo  men  drew  up.  in  arms, 
iriiowentto  the  faid  burgh,  and  at  the  marki^t  crofs, 
after  finging  a  pfalm,  apd  Mr.  James  Renwick  having 
prayed,  the  faid  Proteftation  Vas  publij5lacd,  amd  a  cor 
py  left  on  the  crofs  j  and  thereafter  the  meij  marched 
out  of  the  town.  But  in  regard  the  fald  paper  i&  in 
print,  and  hath  been  niuch  feen,  I  Ihall  not  ii^rt  it 
here. 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  4th  of  June  fliomld  be 
kept  by  thefocieties  a  day  of  fafting  and  prayer  unto  the 
jLcrd,  that  he  would  direct  and  guide  them  in  what  they 
tMight  to  do  in  the  then  exj^efted  exigence. 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  meeting  fhould 

meet'  at ,  upon  the  1 2th  of  June^     The  end  of  ap« 

pcwnting  this  meeting  was  to  deliberate  upon  what  would 
he  th?  duty  of  the  Ibcicties,  and  how  to  go  about  it  ii^ 
that  junfture  when  the  expedition  of  Argyle  and  thofe 
with  him  was  going  on,  for  though  they  were  not  clear 
to  join  in  that  aifociation,  nor  to  embody  themfelves 
with  that  party,  yet  they  were  not  for  difcouraging  of 
them,  but  were  ready  and  \viUingto  aft  againft  the  com* 
iJk^n  enemy,  fo  far  as  they  were  able  and  had  opj^ortu* 
nity.  And  the  fetting  of  that  meeting  fo  foon,  was  th^ 
cxpeftation  of  that  party  (who  were  then  in  the  High- 
lands) their  coming  fouth  about  that  time,  whereby  they 
vwld  know  better  when,  aiid  how  to  move  and  aCt»    B  m 

•         in 
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jn  regard  few  <:ame  lo  the  jpl^wre  appointed,  being  ftopt 
by  reafoiioFthe  Highlanders  and  others  ranging  up  aiii 
down  the  country:,  To  nothing  was  concluded  cfoncerninj 
tliat  aiFair  for  which  it  was  chiefly  appointed;  and  a 
little  sifter  that  party  was  broken  f ,  and  it  was  laid  ^ 
fide. 

A6er  tbc  publifhi»g  the  forefaid  declaration  at  San- 
quhar, the  enemies^  but  efpecially  Clavcrhoufe,  that 
wick:ed  and  furious  zealot,  was  very  outragions  and  ac- 
tive f  for  he  with  armed  men  fearched  for  them  througli 
moiles  -and  muirs,  and  the  remotefl  places  where  it  was 
known  thefe  people  frequented ;  who  were  glad  many 
times  not  only  to  fcek  ftielter  there,,  but  alfo  beneath  the 
ground,  in  dens  and  cave?^  when  they  could  get  none 
;ibovc  it. ,       • 

About  this  tim^e  there  were  great  commotions,  (as  a- 
forefaid)  the  Highlanders,  heritors,  militia  and  forcesr^ 
Ending  and  running  up  and  down  the  country.. — ^The  de- 
feat of  Argyle*s  party  occafioned  no  fmall  joy  among  the 
enemiesj  and  their  cruelty  to  the  Earl  and  feveral  others 
being  execute^  fome  were  tortured,  others  baniilied-, 
In  the  mean- time  the  wandv^rers  were  not  forgot;  the 
malice  of  enemies  vented  itfelf  various  ways  againft  themfi 
and  their  trials  and  affliftions  were  neither  few  nor 
fmall. 

Arixmgft  others  that  efcaped  of  Argyle^s  party,  there 
^'cre  two  minifters,.  viz.  Mr^  George  Barclay  and  Mr. 
Robert  Langlands,  who  had  come  out  of  Holland  with, 
the  EarL     With  diefe  fomc  of  the  wanderers  falling  in^ 
-endeavoured  (beiag  acquaint  in  the  country*)  to  get  theni 
ihtlter  from  the  enemy.     By  which  there  was  occafion 
got  of  fome  conference  with  thefe  minilters,  concerning 
^he  differences  riiat  were  between  them  and  the  United 
Soci<fties.     ^or  though  the  Societies  loved  and  reveren- 
ced them,  yet  as  matters  were  then  circumftantiate,  and 
the  Teftimony  ftated,  they  hxd  not  freedom  to  join  with 
llicm  lintil  fome  exceptions  they  had  againft  them  were 
removed.     To  get  this  done,  and  union  obtained,  there 
v/ere  conferences  with   them,  particuktly  at  two  time* 
b.?for.',  as  alfo,  at    this    General  Meeting,  which  con- 
vccncd  at  the  Kne\p^   'juiy  24th,  1685.     To  which  the 

two 

t  <?.  c  tfr.  Renw'ck's  ^fi^^\  an.!  i^x\\  ?ctf  rt.  »hc  fiiftis  it\  ^tv* 
fjfrr  \o  a  ktier  from  Mr.  Ihmlhon,  nhtrcia  he  IWcv^s  l\\^  V\aV 
liLy  wi  fuimrj  and  t*tc  deceit  ot  oihcTi  oi  ili;;t  p\r^y. 
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two  forefaid  minifters  having  come,-  there  was  fome  coxi- 
ference  with  them  ;  and  likewife  a  propoftl  made  by  the 
meeting  to  them,  yet  no  union  was  attained,  but  de- 
bates and  janglings,  and  the  diflferences  father  made 
more,  than  either  leffened  or  removed  \  which  was  ve- 
ry lamentable  to  fee,  and  now  unpleafant  to  remember* 
Thefe  conferences  (an  account  of  which  is  afterward) 
took  itp  moft  part  of  the  time,  fo  that  this  tileeting  did 
little  more.     However,  before  they  parted, 

Theyagrecd  that  a  Letter  fhould  be  wrote  to  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Hamilton,  i!;iewing  the  receipt  of  fome  money  fent 
by  him  to  the  focicties,  and  alfo  to  fignify  the  fame  to 
the  pcrfons  who  had  given  it,  and  that  he,  in  their 
jisune,  fhould  render  them  thanks,  and  fhcw  their  ac- 
knowledgment thereof.  Which  Letter  was  drawn  uj), 
and  fent. 

Alfo,  they  agreed  that  the  Societies  fhould  obferve  a 
day  of  fafting  and  prayer  to  the  Lord/  The  particular 
day  was  riot  fixed  upon,  but  it  was  left  to  the  Societies 
to  chufe  what  day  they  thought  moft  convenient*  How- 
ever, the  caufes  for  which  it  was  kept,  were  condefdend-> 
edon* 

Andthe  next  General  Meeting  was  appointed  to  be  at 
Blacigannochy  upon  the  ift  of  Ocloher. 

In  the  interval  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and  tlils,  the 
drudty  and  barbarity  of  the  perfecuting  enemies  againft 
thofe  who  had  been  with  Argyle,  was  great ;  as  alio,  a- 
gainft  the  ibciety  people,  by  hanging,  torturing,  bani- 
Ihing,  cutting  the  ears,  and  imprifoning  fuch  as  they 
found,  and  vigoroufly  fearching  after  the  reft.  Though 
thefe  things  were  fad,  yet  the  focieties  wanted  not  weigh- 
ty additions  thereto ;  which  were,  the  differences  be- 
twixt others  and  them,  wliich  occaftoned  debates  among 
thcmfelves. 

By  the  conferences  mentioned  above,  union  was  not  at- 
tained with  Mr.  George  Barcky  and  Mr,  Robert  Lang- 
Ifmds,  but  the  difference  grew  rather  greater  and  the 
breach  wider :  fome  of  the  Societies,  efpecially  in  Carrick 
and  the  fhire  of  Galloway,  joined  with  thefe  minifters 
whom  the  reft  had  not  clearneft  to  hear,  having  feve- 
ral  valid  exceptions  againft  them  that  were  not  removed. 
This  afterwards  occaftoneJ  debates  and  contention  ; 
and  fome  of  thofe  who  joined  with  thefe  rcinifters, 
.  ■     '  fcmed 
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^wed  great  oppofers  and  traduccr?   of  their  breth- 

According  to  appointment,  A  General  Meeting 
Avcened  at  Blachgannoch^  on  thefirft  oiOBober^  i68c. 

It  was  appointed  that  Mr-  James  Renwick,  with  Co- 
n  Alifon  and  Michael  Shields,  Ihould  draw  up  a  full 
id  true  relation  of  the  conference  with  the  two  mini- 
ers  (above-named)  and  prefent  the  fame  to  the  next 
meeting.  This  ^vas  thought  neceffary  to  be  done,  to 
:^\rent  znlftakes  and  mifreprefentations  of  the  faid  con- 
rcnce,  £5*r.  Accordingly  the  fame  was  drawn  up. 
It  'was  alfo  appointed  that  Colin  Alifon  fhall  be  fent 
•road  to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  with  the  forefaid  rela- 
311  of  the  conference,  ts'r.  and  alfo  to  inform  him  a- 
snt  our  prefent  circumftances.  Accordingly  after  this 
iceting  Colin  went  abroad. 

And  it  was  agreed  that  the  next  meeting  ihould  con- 
sen  at  Poivbeth^urriy  upon  the*  aift  of  OBober.  This 
leeting  was  appointed  the  foonerupon  the  account  of 
\e  fdrefaid  relation,  that  it  might  be  done,  and  fent  a- 
road. 

According  to  the  forefaid  appointment,  A  Gener- 
al Meeting  conveened  at  Ponvbeth-^urn^  upon  the  21  ft 
%fOBoberj  1685. 

The  relation  of  the  conferences  with  Mr.  George  Bar- 
:lay  and  Mr.  Robert  Langlands  being  drawn  up  by  way 
af  a  letter  to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  and  brought  to  this 
ixieeting,  the  fame  was  compleated,  every  particular 
iherein  afferted  and  proven  by  fufEcient  witncfles,  and 
direftion  given  by  the  meeting  to  fubfcribe  it  in  their 
name  f ,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  tenor  where- 
of foUoweth : 


Right  Honour alU  Sir^ 

THE  wifdom  of  God  hath  feen  it  fit  to  call  this  poor 
church  in  Scotland  to  travel  at  this  time  through 
Y  the 

t  The  need  or  this  circumfpeftion  appeared  afterwardf,  as 
Mr.  Robert  Langlands  wrote  an  account  of  ihis  confercoce,.  far 
dtferent  from,  and  in  fome  things  ioconnftent  with  this,  bathe 
pretends  not  10  prove  his  acco*jntto  be  true^  but  gives  his  owa 
^rd  for  all :  which  beii}/;;:  exiaot  in  his  own  hand  wme,  m\^t 
he  here  iofert,  jifttre  it  not  Jong,  and  difcredita))le  XO  VlV%  tCk^^ 
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the  deeps,  fo  that  the  faithful  members,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad,  have  the  moft  fingular  difficulties  and 
damping  difcouragements  to  grapple  with,  whereof  yoii 
have  no  fmall  experience ;  as  alio,  we  need  not  be  igno- 
rant of  either.  Neverthelefs  as  you  have  been  mdft 
careful  to  fend  us  from  abroad  all  informations  needful 
for  us,  wefliouldbe  moft  ungrateful  towards  you,  and 
not  a  little  weaken  your  hands,  if  we  fliould  not  be  at 
fome  pains  to  give  you  aii  account  of  matters,  and  of  our 
contendings.  Wherefore  we  have  jointly  concluded  to 
fend  this  bearer  unto  you,  with  the  full  and  particular  re- 
lation of  what  pall  betwixt  us  andthefe  two  miniflei's, 
viz.  Mr,  George  Barclay  and  Mr.  Robert  Langlands, 
that  thereby  you  may  the  better  know  how  to  carry  in  it, 
and  inform  anent  our  prefent  circumflances.. 

The  occaiion  of  our  mcfeting  together  was  on  this  man- 
ner r  Some  perfons  did  meet  with  a  company  of  our  — 
friends  aflembled  together  by  providence,  and  informedJ 
them  that  it  was  Mr.  Barclay's  earnefl  deiire  to  meet  with.^ 
us,  and  that  he  would  fpare  no  pains  for  that  efFeA... 
In  anfwer  whereunto,  the  2 2d  day  of  July  was  ap- 
pointed for  meeting  with  him,  and  notice  thereof  carri- 
ed to  Iiim  and  to  Mr.  Langlantls.  But  when  we  earned 
together,  and  delired  to  hear  wherefore  he  had  fought^ 
a  meeting  with  us  5  he  faid  that  he  had  defired  no  fucter 
thing  5  and  we  fliewed  that  our  appointment  was  only  tcn^ 
anfwer  his  defcre,  as  it  was  reported  to  us  by  feme  theisr" 
prefent :  But  then  they  began  to  put  another  face  npor^' 
it,  faying,  that  which  he  defired  was  to  this  efre<!l,  Tha^ 
Mr.  George  Barclay  was  not  unwilling  to  meet  with  us— 
But  paiGng  this  and  other  things  falling  out  then  notrr 
very  material,  whereof  the  bearer,  for  your  further  fa— 
tisfaftion  can  inform  you,  we  come  to  the  matter  it- 
fclf. 

In  the  firfl:  place,  the  foref^^id  miiiirtcrs  offered  to  by 
all  debates  afide,  and  go  on  in  the  pul^lic  work.  But  ti> 
this  we  could  not  yiekl  •,  fayjng,  that  was  not  the  riglit 
way  to  heal  the  fore.  After  which,  menfij^n  being 
made  by  fome,  of  the  information  fen t  to  Mr.  Brackd 
(at  the  time  of  Mr*  Renwlck's  ordination)  agahiil  the 
fuffering  party.  Whereupon  a  true  tranlcript  of  Mr. 
Brackel's  letter  to  your  Honour  was  produced  and  read  ; 
thefum  of  the  heads  whereof  were  as  folio  v;  : 

That  they  had  accufeJus,  i/?,  Thiit  we  had  not  on^ 
ly  cail  all  niagifirates  now  ruling  in  Scotland,  but  mi>rc- 
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Civer,  had  conftitut€d  among  ourfdves  all  kinds  of  ma- 
gifixatcs,  a  Chancellor  and  Prefident  over  all  great  mcA, 
i^c^  Orders,  or  Lords  for  a  public  politic  convention, 
ufuqiing  an  imagined  power  o\'er  the  commands  of 
thbfe  that  are  in  authority  5  yea  faying  that  all  are  to  be 
4:ut  off  as  open  enemies^  ^ho  do  not  acknowledge  th^t 
governments 

2///y,  That  the  Societies  are  not  pure  in  religion, 
which>  they  fay,  is  manifeft  by  queftions  proponed  to 
all  who  are  admitted  to  their  feflowfhip,  fc*<:, 

'^dly^  That  the  Societies  are  only  a  faction,  and  not  3 
church,  and  that  they  have  no  power  of  calling  paftoi*s, 
^r  of  giving  eccleiiaftic  teftlmonies  to  any  man' ;  faying 
thzt  they  themfelvc:;  are  the  moft  pure  church,  and  that 
they  have  paftors,  prelbyteries  and  fynods,  and  that  it 
is  their  part  to  examine  itudents,  and  to  confirm  them 
in  theminiftry  with  the  impoiition  of  hahds^  and  that  it 
js  ^ot  lawful  for  any  Hollandifh  Prelbytery  to  pluck  that 
right  out  of  tlieir  hands^ 

4^/»/)',  That  the  ftudents  that  w^c  al  Groningea  treite 
liot  of  an  unblameable  life. 

This  being  read,  Mr..  I^anglands  aflced  Mr/ Barclay 
what  he  would  fav  thereunto,  atid  Tiis  rej^y  was,  that 
he  had  no  hond  injttch  a  letter*  ?  Then  Mr.  Langlauds 
began  to  free  Mr^  Barclay  of  it,  faying  that  he  was  at 
London  at  that  tii?ie.  To  which  we  replied,  How  came 
it  then  th*t  his  name  was  iiifert  there  ?  Then  they  were 
forced  to  grant  that  Mr.  Barclay  had  been  at  a  confulta- 
tionwith  j^mes  Stuart,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  fome  others, 
whci"c  an  inforination  was  ,condcfc ended  upon  to  be  fent 
away  againll  us,  and  that  Mr,  l^anglands  wrote  a  letter 
but  lufpected  it  was  yet  va  Mr,  Crordon's  hand  ;  ho\^- 
l^it  he  ^fiirmed  He  excerpted  all  the  content?  of  it  out  of 
our  public  papers  ;  (alfo  it  is  not  to  be  paflfed,  that  thefe 
xninillers  afferted  that  our  Proteftation  againft  the  iScots 
congregation  in  Rotterdam,  was  previoujs  tp  Mr.  Brae- 
liei's  letter  ;  and  that  this  letter  could  give  no  occafion 
of  drawing  up  the  faid  Proteftation  ;  and  alfo,  that  the 
Proteftatlon  was  drawn  up,  and  printed  in  Holland, 
before  the  fuffering  party  did  fee  it ;  both  which  they 
did  mamtain,  until  the  contrary  was  fufficiently  and 
t  l.y.irly  evidenced).  As  to  the  forefaid  excerption  of"  their 
kttcr,  sSfc.  it  was  replied  by  us,  (abftrafting  from  the 
Y  2  difclaiming 
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dHBainung  the  malignant  interefti  which  tre  owfa  ^^ 
-duty)  what  public  paper  could  he  excerpt  fuek  things 
^wafiii^  particularly,  that  we  were  for  killing  sdl  that 
^:;«ninld  not  acknowledge  the  government  which  we  are 
-laid'  to  have  fiabricated  amongft  us  :  But  he  -cried  <mt, 
that  that  tranfcript  was  forged  and  fluffed  with  lies.  Our 
anfwer  was,  That  it  was  a  true  tranfcript,  and  that  Mr. 
Brackd  could  not,  neither  would  be  have  forged  fuch 
thmss. 

Then  after  fome  unfruitful  jangling,  Mr.  Barclay  aft- 
ed  the  reafon  why  his  miniftry  was  rejefted  before  he 
:  went  out  of  Scotland  ?  Some  anfwered,  j^caufe  of  his 
conden^ning  Sanquhar  I])eclaratipn,  even  as  tp  the  mail- 
tier. of  4t^  and  not  condemning  (or  allowing)  the  paying 
f>fth<{  locality,  which  is  givep  for  the  ftrengthehing  and 
.upholding  qf  fpldiers  againft  the  work  and  people  a' 
<7od««  But  others  anfwered;  That  the  queftion' viras  need 


ly.aiked  at  therp  *,  fo^  all  diat  time  which  he  fpake  of|^e>  '^\ 

/Jbe  never  came  near  their  bounds,  and  fo  they  had  nci^    m\ 

;  opportunity  either  tq  receiye  pr  rejeft  hi^  miniftry.     But^r  -t 

fi  multitude  crowding  about,  they  then  brake  out  ititcc=:»o 

.  Joud  Out;<ryings,  for  our  Prptpftatipn  againft  the  Scottkrz^h 

congregation  at  Rotterdain,  and  inferting  their  hame^-^ 

iherein,  and  tb?t  we  had  fept  for  ordination  to  the  Hoi— -J- 

jandiih  church,  which  they  aflerted  to  he  purely  Eraffi-  -i^- 

.jwi :  Fojp  when  themagitete  pleafed,  he  would  fendth^-  -»e 

ininifter  a  pair  of  flioe?^^  :md  put  him  ^^vay.     2.  -Tha    ^^t 

they  ufed  three  wafliings  in  baptifm  :  which  Mr.  JBarcla'— "^ 

affirmed  to  be  Popifo.     3.  The  Formular  book,     4.  Fef"SS- 

tiyal  4ays,  fuch  as  Yule  and  Pafch.     5,  Organs  in  A     —e 

kirk.     After  which  they  cried  out,  But  pafs  all  that 

To  which  fome  replied.  That  they  had  rcflefted  fadly 

pon  the  church  of  Holland  :  And  all  Mr,  James  Renwid] 

faid  at  this  time^.was,  that  he  had  not  meddled  wii 

the  chqrch  of  Holland,  but  only  the  Prefoytery  of  Gr( 

liingen  \  and  that  they  being  foreigners  and  not  chargc^^- 

^bk  with  defection,  came  under,  another  confideratic)t::-^=^» 

than  minifters  of  oi^ir  own  church  :  Howbeit,  he  toL-^^ 

they^^ 

.  t  ItcacQQt  paTs  without  a  remark,  that  (as  appe;ipit  bv  ft- 
9f^,UDtsat  that  time)  a  little  before,  \Wc  g^otlemeoga^e  b^ 
CDeommms  to  ihe  Holfanc'crs,  as  bemj?  rh^  chief  bolwark 
|mnftPopery»  a*  refuge  to  the  opprcffcd.  (Sc,  when  fee  kin;? 
Vrac^ce  people  to  join  with  Argyle  ;  and  laboured  all  rhe^eou 
to^ive  the  Dutch  a  bad  imprei&on  of  Scotch,  fufi^rer^  id 
ficrefbcy  labour  ^0  ^i?e  ihsSccv*  lUc  &mc  of  itc  Duich. 
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ibeni  tua- purpofe  to  iBform  the  fiEn^^dvexieral^Ftef* 
\ffuaf  y^  odiQufl^r  fu(^  peribas  had  reprefcDted  them 
iliiS^tlaiidj  and  if  they  could  not  clear  themfelves,  at 

•  baft  of  iR>]ne  of  the  groffeft  of  thefe  things,  he  iroukL 
1^.  willing  tO:  ac^owledge  before  fuch  as  were  trompe^ 
t£ht^  that  he  had  offended  in  taking  ordination  froni 
fiich  39  impure  Preibytery. 

..  This,  fpt*  that  time,  did  not  a  little  allay  the  fire* 
They  th^n  faid  that  they  were  not  fpeaking  of  the  Pref^ 
bytery  of 'Groningeuj  but  of  the  church  of  Hollands  yet 
th^F  k^Urned  again,  upon  the  fame  put-cries,  but  with? 
out  particular  .application  to  the  forefaid  Prefbytery; 
JBut  it  is;  evident  that  they  intended  all  thefe  things  a? 
gainft  the  Prefbytery  :  for  we  had  meddled  with  iio  om 

•  ther,  as  to  the  rtiatter  of  joining  with  them^ 

-.  So  thbjheat  paffing  a  little  gyer :  Thefe  minifters  faid 

.  that  they  wdre  there  offering  thentfelves  to  concur  ip 

carrying  on  thq  public  work  j  suid  that  they  dcfired-ita 

knew  if  now  the  people  woqld  call  them,  or  if  they  had 

.  any  exception^  againil  them^     Whereupon  it  was  thought 

^  that  they  ihould  reinove  a  little,  till  the  people  knew 

.Others  minds,  that  they  might  orderly  give  an  anfwar. 

But  finding  themfelves  confufed  with  a  multitude,  .they 

thought  fit  to  fliew  thefe  minifters,  that  if  they  would 

.be  pkafed  to  keep  the  day,  they  would  appoint  it,: and 

nominate  eight  men  frpm  amongft  them,  to  confer  with 

them  upoji  that,  and  Qther  things/    Howbeit  they  woidd 

not  conclude  any  thing  in  the  name  of  their  brethren, 

.  hut  ihould  prefetit  it  to  the  General  Meeting,  which  wa^ 

to  be  upon  the  29th  day  of  the  fame  month,     WTiere- 

upon  the  28th  day  was  appointed  for  this  conference.  ■ 

.    So  being  met  upon  the  faid  day,  Mr.  Barclay  return-, 

-^  again  upon  his  former  queftion,  alking  why  hi^  mild- 

iby  .was  rejeAed  while  he  was  in  Scotland.     To  whicli 

fome  anfwered,  that  while  he  waslin  Scotland,  they  weiJe 

Joining  with  worfe  than  he  was,  which  they  acknowled- 

"^d  to  be  theif  fin,  hut  when  th«  Lord  Opened  their  ^^cs 

*  better^  they  joined  with  thefe  people  whom  tliey  judg- 

'  ^^d^to  he  moft  at  their  duty,  who  at  that  time  were  de- 

fertcd  hy  all  the  minifters  that  were  left,  (after  Mr-  Car- 

-fill's  death.)    But  the  reft  gave  in ^ thefe  rea&ns:  'Ij^is 

■  «tondemningiSanquhar  Declaration,  and  not  the  paying  of 

^'f  h^'lpcality :   His  not  joining  with  thefe  that  were  at  tixe 

^^dblic  work,,  and; countenancing  too  mujch  the  compilers 

V^iii  the-  time.:  and  his  not  msaiking  a  dift-:rcnc^  bctwUt  Uve. 

■■'—-'-•'■■■■■■  '     '  ■    iil;:;ixv 
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cfean  and  the  unclean,  the  precious  and  the  Tile  (ani^ 
fine  of  them  faid  that  thejr  ne?er  had  the  opportunity  ott 
joiiiiog  with  him  after  the  differences  feU  in  among  thea 
flHttifters,  howbeit  theinformatioo  they  then  had  wou^ 
bve  kept  thenv  back)  they  (aid  thefe  kept  them  at  ^ 
diftaoce  from  him^     But  there  being  no  anfwer  (at  ItziF^ 
not  material)  given  to  thefe  things^  and  the  going  aboii-:: 
«f  the  queition  being  marred  by  thefe  miniilers  them.- 
fcbrcs,  Mr.  Barclay  aflced,  will  ye  now  join  with  ns  ?  c^  « 
have  ye  any  exceptions  againft  us  ?   To  which  this  ai&i^ 
Iwer  was  given,  that  if  diBferences  could  be  removed  in  a 
right  and  honeft  way,  we  would  be  moft  willing  to  join 
with  thcm^    Then  thefe  minifters  defired  to  hear  what 
thefe  exceptions  might  be.     So  they  were  given  in  (by 
Mr,  James  Renwick,  when  the  quellion  was  put '  partj- 
cnlarly  to-  him,  to  which  all  agreed  who  fid^  not  widi 
d^fe  minifters)  as  followeth, 

ifiy  Their  not  joining  with  fuch  as  were  at  the  public 
work  after  Bothwel,  via,  Mr,  Cargil,  and  Mr.  Cameron* 

auUj^  JUeaving  the  Country  and  dt^erting  the  work, 

yily^  Joining  with  the  corrupt  Scotch  Congregation  at 
Rotterdam,  particularly  of  Mr.  George,  his  hearing  of 
BIr.  Veitcb,  wUq  wa*  ^vely  indulged  ^t  Mauchlinia 
Scotland. 

4/*/j,  Informing  abroad,  againft  the  fufi^ping  party  at 
home  and  afperfing  them  with  flanders,  Aich  as  thefe 
IK  the  forementipned  information,  fent  to  Mr,  Bra«kel. 

^thly^  Joining  in  the  aflbci^tion,  and  owning  the  d2* 
cLiration  pubUfced  by  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  and  that  party. 

So  having  given  in  thefe :  Tliey  aflse J  firft,  whethw^ 
thefe  were  his  fcruples  mfcerly,  or  grounds  that  he  had 
laid  down  for  ftaneHng  at  a  dilHnce  ?  ajid  liis  anfwer  was 
to  this  purpofe,  whatever  ditFerence  be  betwixt  yrir&;^/pT, 
zni  grounds  J  thefe  things  were  to  him  fuilicient  reafim 
toftand  at  a  diftancc,  while  they  remained^  And  again 
they  aiked,  (granting  all  thefe  things  to  be  true)  were 
th-jy  fufficient  for  us  to  ftand  at  a  diftance  fpr  ?  To  which 
he  replied,  ^fhat  taking  them  (efpecially)  conjun<n:ly, 
they  were  to  us  fufficient  rcafons  to  ftand  at  a  diftance 
while  they  ftood  nnremoved.  But,  fiid  they,  even  tak- 
ing them  conjunflly  they  are  not,  • 

This  put  the  matter  to  a  clofe,  and  put  us  altogether 

out  of  hope  of  getting  differences  removed,     Notwith- 

{binding  thefe  minifters  bejan  to  anfwer  to  thefe  things 

l^jutifularly, 

.    '   .  And 
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"as  to  the jfry/  exception,  Mr,  Barclay  faW  he  ise« 
dined  to  join  with  the  forenamed  peHbns  iii  the 
wqHu     it  was  fiei^lied  that  his  praitice  could  mrt 
t  it  neltlier,  that  ever  he  tltd  leek  after  h  j  as  aJJo^ 
was  ilrange  huw  lie  coald  meet  fa  often  with  v-^i 
hat  were  keeping  the mfe Ives  more  clelb,  and  w^r^ 
the  public  work  J  and  not  with  the  forciaid  perlons^ 
ere  k^zfmg  the  fields,  and  the  rumour  amongft 
.  weekly  t  pre  ad  thread  of  their  gaiog  about  thfi.- 
work.*     ''1  o  which  Mr-  Laiigland*'s   was   fiknt^'^ 
^hcfccmdj  viz^  their  le;iving  the  laiids>  and   de- 
yihcir  work ;    Mr.  Langlands  faid  that  be  went 
t  of  the  couutry  until  he  had  two  calls  to  go  abroad*  ^ 
is  needed  no  atdwer,  he  not  ioftru^vng  the  iufB- . 
rji  thefe  calR     And  Mr-  Barclay  faid  that  he  had 
i,    when  travelling  through  %  great  part  of  the 
f^  that  if  but  two  pcrfons  in  a  whde  ihire  wonM 
nvjted  hjni  to  preach ,  he  would  have  ftaied.     T<i      ^ 
ihis  d  u  pi  icti,  til  at  he  would  have  gotten  hundreds 
d^dl!ale  to  have  heard  him*     He  faid  alfo,  that  he 
i/rote  znd  came  home  himfelf  every  year,     Vmt  it  » 
ipliedj  that  we  neither  faw,  any  of  klsletters>  nor  ^ 
of  his  hoine  coming-  « 

tq  the  tinrd^  ^i%.  their  joining  \^ith  the  Scotch  Cdfii4'. 
ion  in  Rottertlaui,  and  pafrticnlariy  with  Mr  Vckck^. 
!P5  actually  indulged.     To  which  he  replied,  that  ^ 
X  contended  more  agaiiril  that  Congregation  than 
had  done.     Yet  it  was  du plied,    that  while  he 
1  with  thein  unticr  the  confidcratron  that  they  are, 
ntefiditigs  were  to  Little  purpose.     And  as  to  the 
ig  of  Mr>  Vcitcli,  he  faid  he  w^s  at  the  head  of  th<? " 

1^  \^  at  tb4iii4MD«  njthdrM^  'ti^Mribf  ditt  iHMteor 

sot  fee  that,  forityiM0fddhm9^Unij'gi«it9fl«^^ 

I  were  of  enc^ judgment  with:  'f^induigekk^  ?» >  / 

r^fb^  im^japzp  ivought «  duit  tri&iob  itachsdddtii^: 

\  agaioft  tliefe  itUixii^ert^  iroBi  tfidr  ifjfcjpM&cigx 

acDt  xiK^r  joimag  with  t^'.jaiMrs..iiitk^^ 

f0F  ^\«. 
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iiidiilged^  and  defending  the  iame,  for  they  laid  tfiat . 
they  both  would,  and  fho&ld  join  with  filch,  but  thqf^"^ 
Would  not  make  it  a  rule  to  others.  To  which  pur  re^  ,^ 
ply  Was,  that  we  Were  againft  joining  with  fiich. :  And ./ 
if  we  fliouldjoin  with  fuch,  while  they.defernaed.thf' 
fsbne,  might  we  not  alfo  join  with  the  indulged  them- 
fclves  ?  Then  it  was  retorted  upon  us  by  WiMiam  Clc-. " 
hhd^  to  which  the  niinifters  did  agree,  that  we  joined  ^ 
with^a  more  corrupt  church,  viz,  that  of!  Groningen,^ 
who  had  all  thele  abiifes  formerly  mentioned.  To  which 
was  replied,  that  there  was  a  difference  to  te  made  in^ 
joining  with  minifters  going  back,  arid  defending  theU^ 
defections)  and  with  thofe  (though  even  coiMpt  in  fom^ 
things  from  which  they  never  werti  reformed)  that  tfreri= 
advancing,  and  groaning  under  their  remslining  corrup— - 
tipns.  And  Mr.  James  Renwick  faid  he  protefted  in  th^ 
fymt  of  the  Preibytery  againft  all  things  he  kii,ew  among 
them  diflbnant  to  the  reformaticm  of  the  chiurch  o^^ 
Scotland,  which  was  to  him  fufBcient,  they  being  uhd^^ 
iuch  confiderations.  They  faid  they  looked  upon  thJS 
as  to  lio  purpofe  feeing  they  continued  in  them.  AIC3< 
Mr.  James  joining  with  them  being  minifters  of  a  foreig;^ 
church,  came  .under  a  general  conftdetation  as  Piott.^ 
tants,  which  joining  with  minifters  of  our  own  chux)c=3 
came  not  under. 

.    Again,  it'wasobjeAed :  But  could  not  w^  have  joined^ 
with  the  Scotch  Congregation  at  Rotterdam  under  dm  at 
fame  general  confideration.     To  which  it  was  anfwerec^ 
that  we  could  not,  becaufe  they  came  under  a  more  ipe- 
cial  confideration,  for  in  joining  with  minifters-  of  oiif 
church,  we  ought  to  know  that  they  keep  up  the  tcfti- 
shony  againft  the  fins  of  our  own  places  but  in  joining 
with  thefe  of  a  foreign  church,  if  they  keep  up  the  tcfti-   . 
mony  againft  the  fins  in  their  own  place,  they  are  not  to 
be  difcountenanced  for  not  contending  againft  our  defec- 
tions.    But  fuppofing  we  had  finked  therein,  this  could 
not  have  juftified  their  practice  ;  •■  iifg^  as  was  told  them, 
Recriminatio  nulla  eft  refponfto. 

To  XhQ  fourth f  viz.  informing  abroad,  againft  the  fuf* 
fering  party  at  home.  To  which  they  anfwdred,  Aat 
there  was  nothing  in  their  information  but  what  was  ex- 
cerpted out  of  our  public  papers.  But  we  replied,  that 
fuch  things  could  not  be  excerpted  (no  fuch  thing  h^i 
in  them.)  However,  they  fell  out  in  great .  outrages  a* 
gaiQ^  our  declarations,  calliiv^  Bjatlvcrglen  Teftifliony 
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an  ^jpfignificant  thing,  and  inveighing  againft'  that  u| 
Sd^rJirJA^Declaration,  where  the  publifhers  call  th^mi^ 
el\fe,  the  repfeftntatives  of  the  church,  and  covenah- 
ecC  nation  of  Scotland.  And  that  in  Lanerk  Declarati- 
►o,  where' the  hiftbrical  relation  of  Sanquhar  Dedara- 
ioto  expreffcsthefe  words,  done  by ,  a  convention  pfE- 
bateiy  and  that  itfelf  was  pnblifhed  in  our  name  and  aui 
hprity."  To 'Whfch  our  rfeply  was  to  this  purpofe,  that 
^c"  would  do  fo  muthfbr  iprocuring  a  right  union,  whigh 
ir^.Wcre  fb  defifous  of,  as  to  condeifcend  fo  far  to  theib, 
snot  toimppfethefewords  upon  them,  thefe  words  not 
^^%  the  matter  of  the  prefcnt  teftimony,  if  they  wpiild 
pprove  ofj  andtrccord  with  the  matter  of  thefe  dcclara-^ 
ions,  ,  the  aftions  done,  and  the  teftimonies  given  bjr 
lic%n  ;  they  being  fo  great  and  neceffary  duties,  which 
re  'Could  not  pafs  from,  elfe  we  fhould  condemn  many 
:)nner,  and  later  contendings,  and  trample  upon  many 
ipbie  tefHmoinies :  howbeit  we  could  not  reiile  from,  nor 
*pif nge  thefe  forementioned  words  (as  we  exprefly  told 
icm :)  Notwithftandingthat  wecondefcendedfo  far,  they 
rould  riot  coriftnt  unto  us,  but  objedled  even  agaihft  the 
dj^erof  them,  faying  that  they<;puld  not  be  owned  as 
fey  came  from  us;  Howbeit  they  ftiU  reiterated  their  m^ 
whings  againft  the  forefaid  declarations,  making  ufe  of 
lieiffi  agaihft  iis,  notwithftanding  of  what  was  faki  bfe- 
OTc :  Crying  out  alfo  much  againft  the  firft  call  to  the 
iixmftiers  :  Aiid  though  we  told,  them  we  had  correftcd 
bat  by  a  fccbnd,  yea,  though  they  often  granted,  that 
itwias  well,  that  it  was  fo  corrected,  yet  they  would  I16. 
i#  ccafe  from  their  inveighings  againft  the  firft.  ; ' 

Howbeit  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  how  fi-dly  the  caufb 
l«ith  been  wronged,  and  how  much  we  have  been  mifta- 
ta  by  the  differing  and  wrong  copies,  efpecially,  of  our 
5rft  Declaration  pitbliflied  at  Sanquhar,  June  ^id^ 
ifiBo.  fpread  thfo*  this,  and  other  lands,  from  which, 
Qany  have  taken  much  ground  againft  us.  And  as  for 
'Ur  declaring  of  war  in  that  declaration,  our  underftand- 
ng  of  it  is  conform  to  our  apologetic  declaration^^  af- 
bced  upon  the  kirk  door$,  November,  1684. 

Tbthe^A,  VIZ.  their  joink^  in  the  affociationi  and 
jrecingwith  the  declaration  of  that  party :  Both  whiqh 
9(^  6wne4  as  their  duty,  and  aflced  what  we  could  fay 
Jainftthem.  Towhich  weanfwered,  that  forne  of  tfic 
^Utors,  were  guilty  of  the  Wood  ihed  at.Air's-mofs, 
|)a?Bcularly  S^r  John  Cochran)  And  as.  to  th<decliira- 
Z  .  tSJu> 
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>tiQn»  i/re  objeded  that  it  <Itd  not  make  snention  of^^ 
covonants  cxprefly ,  nor  of  prefbyterial  government,  which 
was  forborne  of  purpofe  left  the  Sedariens  ihould  be  )t*     « 
ritated,  as  ibme  of  themfelves  faid,     2^/?,  That  expveft  -^ 
mention  was  made  of  the  fiilFcrmgs  of  iome,  who  were  .^3 
a  ftam  to  the  profeflion  of  religion,  and  not  of  the  moft:^^ 
cmel  fufierings  of  fucli  of  the  honeft  party  as  would  havc^^ 
hdd  out  the  iniquity  of  their  laws  far  more*     This  w^^^ 
know  to  be  done  of  purpofe  to  bury  our.  fufferings,  as  wa^s:^^ 
evident  from  their  refuibig  to  infert  the  hart>arous  ufag^^^ 
©f  valiant  RathUkt.     j^dljy  That  it  opened  a  door  & —  or 
taking  in  amongft  them,  even  ishe  gveateft  of  their  enr 
«[iies» 

To  which  little  was  anfwered  at  that  time ;  however-  t 
at  other  times,  they  faid  to  the  jfirft^     That  tho'  pidh^  p> 
ferial  government  was  not  expreft,  it  was  underihiocLl. 
But  we  faid  that  in  declarations  to  the  world,  it  ougb'Sfe.t 
to  have  been  expreft.    And  they  faid  the  covenants  Wc^krc 
not  mentioned,  becaufe  of  its  binding  us  to  defend  tk-^c 
king.    To  which  we  duplied^  to  this  purpofe,  that  the 
conditional  ties  of  the  covenant  were  loofed,  by  thefiarft 
breakers  of  the  condition,  yet  becaufe  of  its  mondly  Cftlv 
figing  articles,  it  fhould  have  been  cxpix:ft. 

Some  of  them  iaid,  that  the  exprefs  mentionhgt  of 
f)ur  fufferers  particularly  of  Rathilleiy  was  forborne,  be* 
^aufe  the  Declaration  bang  drawn  up  nvithout  thtfi  ;   tbej 
had  engaged  bif ore  they  came  from  Amficrdam^  neither  tb 
add,  alter ^  tior  dimimjb.     But  for  the  reafon  why  Vbr. 
Carftairs  and  Mr.  Spence's  fufFcrings  were  mentioned, 
Mr..  George  Barclay /?/ J  that  that  was  done  after  they  eaaie 
to  the  Highlands.     How  to  reconcile  this,  with  what  they 
laid  before,  we  fee  not. 

^\s  to  the  third,  They  faid  they  opened  no  door,  as  to 
thefe  who  were  guilty  of  death.  But  we  objeftcci^  that 
their  practice  proved  the  contrary,  in  that  they  had/ as 
a  leading  man  amongft  them,  Sir  John  Cochnm  ofOcb* 
fetree,  who  was  not  free  of  the  blood  at  AirVmofs. 

This  is  the  fiibftance  of  what  paft  that  day :  Only  to- 
ward- evening  thefe  minifters  declared  their  willingncfs 
to  lay  things  in  prelcnt  controveri'y  afide,  until  they 
fhould  be  determined  by  a  competent  judicatory ;  which 
we  refufed  to  do,  becauie  it  woiUd  be  a  calling  truth  in- 
to queftion. 

Upon  the  morrow,  being  the  29th  day,  and  the  da 
of  our  G^icral  meeting,  wc  went  [onvasd  into  the  plai 
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itody  wkareunto  thefe  mimfters  came  vX{<i\  andb 
'41i  thing  tha|>  was  doncj  there  was  a  relation  given 
at. had  poft  the  days  preceding.  Ta  make  it  ap-- 
biowr  fairly  we  dealt  with  them»  we  fufiered  onc> 
idsd  with  them  in  the  controverfieS|  ta  give  the 
id  relation,  and  the  reft  of  us  ftood  by  auditors. 
cr  this  was  done,  (having  deliberated  a  little  a- 
durfeives)  we  thought  it  the  fitteft  way,  either  for 
dug  o£  differences  (if  pofBblc)  or  for  the  further 
ag of  thein,  or  giving  us  the  fairer  off-come  ihthe 
if  the  world,  to  miake  this  propofal  to  the  forefaid^ 
sers,  that  they  together  by  themfelvcs,  would  draw 
e  fins,  of  the  times  and  we  together  would  do  the 
So  thpi  if  we  would  agree  aneat  the  public  iin« 
r  one  taking  &eely  with  what  is.  applicable  to  them* 
^we  would  coufequently  agree%nent  the  public  do«  « 
and-fo  would  go  on  together  in  the  puUic  work  : 
if  we  fhall  not  agree  anent  thefe,  then  diey  woulS 
ore  <:learly  where  we  ftood,  and  we  would  fee  more 
^.  where  they  ftood.     But  they  rejofked  this  pro-. 

ticit  they  had  formerly  oftencr  than  once,  at  a- 
ng  accidentally  July  23d,  defired  that  the  caufes^of 
Itation  ftiould  be  drawn  by  them  and  us,  feparately. 
IT  propofal  had  its  firft  rife  from  them  v  but  now 

it  was  propofed  by  us^  they  would  not  yield  there- 
:  except  in  the  mean  time,  they  fliould  be  joined' 
in  the  exercifc  of  their  miniftry,  which  we  faid  we 
L  not  do,  till  once  the  differences  were  removed^ 

which  time  they  went  off  this  head,  jH'oduclng^ 
TDteftation  againft  the  iScotch  Congregation  in.  Rot- 
m,  and  reading  that  article  wherein  their  names, 
fome  others,  was  infert,  together  with  fome  ge-»" 

charges,  which  they  did  reprefent  fo,  as  if  guilty 
lefe  things  they  deferved  not  to  live,  crying  out 
would  own  that  article  which  very  few  .refiifed-  to 
Yet  Mr.  Renwick  replied  thereunto,  that  the 
:s  of  the  perfons  in  that  article,  and  thfefe  general 
\tA  were  written  in  cumulo,  and  caft  in  a  heap  togethei*, 
h he  counted  an  overfight,'and  an  injury;  but  he 
sd  thefe  things  to  be  underftood  feparately,  andfo^^ 
dt;red  to  mnke.  out  every  word  thereof,  for  Aet^- 
not  one  charge  there,  which  was  not  apjrficablo  t^- 
>.:of  the  perfons  there  named.  Apd- be  feid  that 
:  could  pk-ad  innocent,  as  to  unteadQt^ke^tt%vl4i^ 
Z  2  s:^!s>ssi\ 
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&^ietf  yet  with.untendemefs  towards  ils,  they  would 
Sft  M  wife  gifant,  though  their  charges  againft  us  wert 
^iSif  and  far  more  grievous  than  what  we  had  laid  upon 
Ae6i«'    So  after  fome  uidhiitful  jangling,  he  ciied  6iit 
ilbat  60W  all  the  world  may  fee  that  any  unwiUingoefi  ^ 
unite  In  the  Lord  cannot  be  laid  at  our  door. 
\    But  after  we  had  been  parted  a  little,  thefe  xtiirtiftcft 
ient'46me  with  this  overture  unto  us,  That  they  would 
b^  cimttnt  to  draw  up  the  caufes  of  humiliation,  provid- 
ing Mf.  James  Renwick  would  go  with  them  for  thatef- 
AA :  And  the  people  would  join  with  them  in  the 
time :  And  either  prove  what  was  faid  in-  that  article 
the  forefaid  ppoteftatipn,  or  elfe  to  emit  fomewhat  to«i 
take*  it  away.     To  which' our  reply  was.  That  as  to  thtttf 
srticle  of  the  proteflation,  we  fhould  either  do  theotiej^ 
pt  ibfi  other  ^  howeter  we  were  not  doubt&lto  prove  k—^ 
"  -  And  as  to  what  in  the.propofal  concerned  Mr.  Jami 
Mxnyrick  to  anfwer,  he  repliedthus,  '^That  he  coukl 
aco^  of  the  overture  ;  ifi^  Becaufe  they  had  firft 
pooaed  our  overture,  but  they  refiifed  it,  when  it  cai 
froihus,  at  the  proponing  whereof,  they  offered- to  laj^^y 
aiU  debates  afide  until  it  was  feen  what  th?ft  fhould- 
duce;  and  when  we  made  the  forefaid  propel,        _ 
brought  in  the  forefaid  article  of  the  forefaid  protefbttl^ 
on  againfl  us.     a/^;r,  Becaufe  he  could  not  jofai  in 
lAuch  with  them,  while  the  foremeutioned  exceptiofi 
ftpod  in  the  way.     ^dfyy  If  they  and  he^  fo  far  diflei-      "^ 
uig  from  other,  fhould  be  together  about  fuch  a  worlu-^^ 
they  fhould  prove  but  a  hinderance  to  one  ancthei       *• 
And  as  to  what  concerned  the  people,   they  (except     t 
fixme  few,  who  fided  with  thefe  minifters)  -replied*  thiw'"^ 
they  could  not  join  wit}i  them  while  the  forementioBea^^ 
differences  ftpod.  :.    -■ 

After  which  they  called  the  people  together^  arid  Mr^- 
lianglands  gave  them  a  relatibn  of  what  had  pafl  in  ou  ^'■ 
conference,,  thefe  days  before,  reprefenting  ftill  our  de'=^ 
clarations  and  the  ordination  of  Mrv  James  Remvick  ir»' 
sm  hideous  manner,  reading  oyer  the  forefaid  informat4«^' 
00  fent  to  Mr.  Brackel  againfi  us ;  but  paffing  the  arta-^ 
cles  lightly  without  any  fatisfaflion,    reading  aifo  thCP' 
Ibrefaid  article  of  the  forefaid  proteftation,  interpreting 
the  word  treacierouflyf  to  import  a  <lefign  to  betray  thc^ 
caufe,  aflcrting  that  if  thefe  things  they  were  charged^ 
with,  were  truej  they  were  not  livoyihy  to  live,  &t^te& 
tobcxninifters.    .  J    -j  -'■'-■■    i.  .• 

After 
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-whichj  Mr.  Jsunes  began  to  refume  whatvMr*. 
Robert  Langlands  had  faid  before  the  people  ; .  and  19 
to  the  forei^d  papers  which  Mr.  Langlands  had  read  in 
their  audience,  he  deiired  that  the  tvro  might  be  .com* 
pared  together,  and  then  it  would  be  (een  who  had  k^d 
the  heavieft  charge  upon  th  e  other.  As  to  the  falfehood 
of  what  was.  informed  againft  the  fufiisring  party,  they 
wore  all  confcious  thereof.  And  for  what  was  (aid  ib 
that  article  of  thie  forefaid  Proteftation^-und^rftaiiding 

it  feparately,  he  offered  to  make  it  out  every  word. - 

Sut'  night  being  Come,  and  an  alarm  ahb  comings  we  were 

fitfced  to  part  the  more  abrup^y. 

,   Nowy  much  honoured  Sir,  We  have  here  given  you 

as  full  a  relation  as  is  needful,  of  wbatpiaft  betwixt  thefe 

ninifiers  and  usj  and  fo  true,  that  (thopgh  we  cannot 

fay  th^ll^  every  thing  is  verbatim^  as  it  was  fpoken^  yet) 

tljuere  is  not  the  leaf):  prevarication  as  to  the  matter.     And 

we  may^  fay  that  the  Lord  took  this  affair  inJiis  owq 

hand,  and  did,  as  it  were,  hide  us  in  it,  that  he  might 

the.  more  appear.     We  ufed  all  the  tendernefs- we  coidd> 

{brbeanng  to  fay  many  things,  lefl  the  ^re  had  been  hot->- 

ter^and  w6  reputed  a  people  unwilling  to  unite  uponany 

tcrois.     But  from  this  you  will  clearly  fee  where  both 

tiMry.  and  we  ftandj  and  what  diftance  is  betwrssit  us; 

Ve  have  not  only  the  fury  of  the  open  enemy  to  abide, 

who  3rc  employing  all  their- might,  ib  far  as  the  holy 

wifiJom  of  God  permits,  in  imp"(^J^^ng,  ftigmatilzing'j 

'ugg-rmarfcing,    baniihing  and  killing  :    But  alfo,  fiery 

i^  bot  contendii^s  with  others  who  pretend  more  re* 

peel  to  the  work  of  God  than  we  dare  do.     Our  diffi«> 

cities  are  very  many,  and  it  is  mqil  hard  to  guide  fuch 

cafe  as  ours  is;  but  it  hath  pjeafed  the  Lord  in  infi^ 

lite  wifdom  from  eternity  to  carve  out  fuch  a  lot  for  iis,' 

haC  he  may  perfeft  ftrepgth  in  weakncfs,  and  wHdom  in 

uUy-     We  deiire  to  rejoice  in  appearing  to  be  nodiingi 

liat  h£  may  be  feen  to  be  all  things.-    And  as  we^  area 

eproachedi  iniftakeu)  mifreprefcnte^l,  wounded,  wrong* 

Ay  contemned,  yea,  a  contemptible  -remaaut,  as  c.'er 

kad  fuch  things  amOng  their  hands  ;   tfOod  ihali  m'^ke 

ruk^naknes,  our  enjoyments,  and  our  all,  fteppingrftonea 

oc. him,  whereupon  to:  walk  fgr  the  advancement,  of 

ufl  a:iame  dndantereft  in  the  earth,  ^we  dcfirc  to  l)e  hcaxvi 

07^;  content^  too&r  them  up  upon  that  fcrvic^.^ 

\Vttvi  for  lis  thatiwc  faint  not- in  the  dr^y  of  trial ;  that 
God  may  lead  us  in  the  good  old  v»a^,  aud  prc^cnr  ot? 
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he  fnares  laid  by  men  for  fubverting  of  our  {ntiis  r    ^ 

ig  us  grace  to  follow  him  fully  uato  the^end,  to  th».c-^ 

of  the  glory   of  his  own  name.     Remember  u:.c:^> 

/  to  all  our  dear  friends  in  Chrift  with  you^  thouglf^^ 

ewn  by  face  ;  the  report  wliich  we  have  of  thei^^.j^-^ 

fiilxicf?,,  tendernefs,  and  zeal  for  the  work  of  Goc:^  ^^ 

ry  favoury  and  encouraging  to  their  bupden-bearin^  .^-^ 

fympathy  manifeded  towards  us  in  the  fiimace  ^        . 

(£tion^  toward  yourfejf  and  your  dear  brother's  famc-:^r^ 

doth  bind  us  greatly  to  them  as  their  debtors  ;  ax3c:  ^^j 

;  Ip[K>w  no  other  way  now,  how  to  recompeiife  thei«.  c^^j 

It  l^  being  often  at  the  throne  of  grace  on  their  h^      1^^ 

alf^  which  is  and  fhall  be  our  endeavour  :  And  flx^  ■  .^cw 

ffito  them  that  we  forget  them  not,  and  we  hope  tl.^KI];i{ 

Jiey  bear  us  upon  their  hearts  befgre  the  I^orU*    Tfc    _Auy 

ire  remain. 

Much  hS^ioured  and  dear  Sij'f  ycur  friends 
and  fervants  in  the  Lord  Jtfus. 

Subfcribed  in  our  numc,  and  by  our  direclion,  by        the 
Clerk  of  pur  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELI~3& 


It  tiras  alfo  concluded  by  this  meeting,  tliat  a  Ictrfep 
direfted  to  Mr.  Han\ilton,  prcfented  and  read  to  tlicn^i 
£hould  be  fubfcribed  in  their  name  by  the  clerk  of  the 
meeting  \  which  was  done. 

.  It  was  likewifc  co;jcluded,  that   every  fodcty  fhoul^J 
<la  their  utmoft  to  gather  up  a  lift  of  the  names,  andat^ 
^recount  of  the  fufFcrings  of  thofe  within  their  ref^wc-^ 
five  bounds,  who  fuffered  martyrdbtn  and   otherwife  S 
as  alfo  of  the  enanies  barbarous  deajing  and  cruelty  therCf 
and  cS  any  iignal  and  rcaiarkable  judgments  that  haJ 
been  inflifted  upon  any  of  thefe  enemies  :  and  all  e^pc 
fiitionwas  to  be  nfcd  herein,  that  the  whole  being  co 
Jetted   together,    might  be  for  the  good  wid  comfc 
of  the    prefent  and  luccceJing  generations.      Son 
what  of  this  was  done,  but  not  io  much  as  was 
iired. 

It  was  in  like  manner  concluded,  that  the  \^\.) 
tfo^rmher  fliould  be  obfcrvcil  by  the  Societies  a  d? 
/liiling  and  pr;iyer  ;  that  comidcring  our  weaknel' 

iv 
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rufficichcy  eithiET  to  mthftand  ft^ares  which  we  may  }k^ 
d  are  tryftcd  with  from  all  hands  ;  that  the  Lord  wouW 
gracionfly  pleafed  to  prevent  them  or  elfe  break  theniji 
1  our  ¥rays  fhoiild  be  fubverted,  and  turned  afidc  from 
c  ways  of  God. 

Alio,  it  was  concluded,  th^t  the  24th  of  Decei?ibn- 
ould  be  obferved  by  the  Societies  a  day  of  failing  anA 
aycr.  That  oonfidering  the  fuffering  of  the  Lord^s  namr 
icrcby,  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fonjiC 
'ay  in  clearing  and  vindicating  df  his  caufe,  and  rc- 
lo^'ing  away  the  miftakes  and  reproaches  caft  upohhis 
•*ople  1  And  confidering  the  greatnefs  and  increaft  bf 
lie  hai-veft,  that  he  will  fend  forth  faithful  labon- 
srs. 

^  And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  General  Meeting 
hould  conveen  at  Frierminiofi^  upon  the    28th  of  Jxt^ 

Follows  the  forefaid  Letter  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Honourable  Sh'j 

THERE  are  many  ftrange  obfervations  tTiat  nray 
be  drawn  from  our  cafe,  but  none  more  obvious 
rlian  tlicfe  which  are  clear  to  aH  who  have  eyes  to  fee^^ 
rowit,  That  the  Lord  is  taking  ail  pains  to  hurcxblchi* 
f»copIe,  and  lay  them  low  f  But  if  he  ftiall  hereby  raiije 
Up  his  work  and  prepare  them  for  being  exalted,  Why 
ctot  ?  Let  us  rgoice  therein ;  and  that  he  is  uiing  tiH 
c>itans  for  carrying  on  a  work  of  difcovery  m  bringing 
^jght  and  wrong  to  light,  yea,  he  is  faying  by  all  his 
^ay  of  dealing,  that  he  will  have  every  oiie  tried,  znd 
-  he  righteoi>fnefs  of  fome  and  the  unrighteoufnefs  of  o- 
^  Iters  brought  to  li^t  :  And  if  he  fhall  by  this,  bring 
^bout  the  clearingof  his  cauic  tmd  the  mating  ofTii? 
truth  more  precioiw*  let  us  with  all  chcarfulnefs  be 
content,  yea,  adore  him  for  fuch  a  noble  \v^  of  work- 
i  ng !  For  furely  the  Lord's  work  of  difcovery  is  not  ter- 
rible and  damping,  but  chearing  and  pleafing  totheiin- 
cere  and  upright.  Yon  and  we  are  called  to  the  ftage  of 
combat  and  lifts  of  contending  in  this  our  day  ;  and  not 
only  to  be  load  \A  with  heavy  and  grievous  imputations, 
vMiich  f»irt?ly  would  crudi  any  who  were  not  of  feared," 
obdur.if  and  adamantine  hearts,  were  it  not  that  con- 
it*  j  win  lefi- of  lincerirv,  hitegriiy  and  ianocencv^  ^mAtVi': 
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fi^it  of  what  /hall  be  tbe  noble,  profitable  and  pleafant 
|Mtxlu£k  of  thefe  things,  v/x.  The  advantage  of  the  work 
of  God)  the  clearing  of  the  owners  thereof,  and  the  con-' 
fennding  of  evil  Ipeakers,  'who  Jbali  nvt  he  eftaWtJbei  in 
the  earth.  This  doth  bear  up  our  hearts  and  cherifh  our 
Ijpiritsin  travelling  thro' iiich  ddeps,  tho'  notthe  flial- 
loireft)  and  in  bearing  fuch  caufdefs  burdens,  though  not 
theli^hteft* 

Howbeit,  we  have  thonght  it  fit  to  fhew  onto  your 
Hmiour,  feme  things  which  have  been  reported  of  yotf 
unto  us,  with  no  fmall*  confidence ;  herebv  defiring  that 
jou  would  not  miftake,  looking  upon  us  as  if  we  were 
become  jtalous  of  you,  and  receiving  liich  things  for  truth, 
as  we  hope  you  can  prpve  your  innocency  of.  But  our 
love  and  refpcA  to  the  Lord's  gliDrious  cauie,  which  w^ 
own,  and  to  your  good  name,  which  we  are  bound  fiill 
according  to  verity  to  defend  ;  we  have  here  written  un- 
to you  fome  few  things,  of  which  we  do  humbly  and  ear- 
neftly  de&e  that  you  would  write  iinto  us  the  truth,  in- 
ftruding  your  own '  innocency,  that  fo  we  may  have 
wherewith  to  flop  the  mouth  of  fuch  narrators.     As, 

\Jty  Tou  are  faid  to  have  countenanced  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Hamilton  declaration  with  your  drawn  fword 
in  your  hand. 

2^,  You  are  faid  to  have  fubfcribed  the  petition  to 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  in  your  own  name,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  army.  .  ^ 

3d/f ,  To  have  received  large  money  from  Dutch  peo- 
ple fer  printing  the  teftimonies  of  the  martyrs,  and  not  to 
have  improven  it  for  that  ufe. 
•  i^bly^  To  have  received  large  money  from  the  Dutch, 
in  the  name  and  for  the  behoof  of  the  fuffering  party  in 
Scotland,  of  which  they  never  got  any  account. 

Now,  Right  honourable  Sir,  All  thefe  things  are  re- 
ported to  you  of  us,  and  afiierted  by  fome  with  no  fmall 
confidence ;  all  which  they  offer  to  prove.  But  their 
aflertion  hath  not  got  the  place  of  probation  with  us. 
Notwithflanding,  we  thought  it  greatly  our  duty,  upon 
the  forefaid  confiderations  to  acquaint  you  herewith, 
defiring  you  may  vindicate  yourfelf  according  to  truth, 
which  we  both  long  and  hope  for  :  And  whatibever  may 
be  found  %vrong  in  you,  or  us,  or  any  other  perfon,  wc 
defire  to  be  far  from  either  denying,  extenuating  or  ex- 
cuGng  it. 
Moreover,  for  further  clwirir.^  -WBi  cOTi:o\iarai\R%  of 
the  cau/e,  wc  dcjirc  that  vom  V\\i  feni  >j;\\^x^i\^\it'«^T, 
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s%  tiiK^  haXi  \ti^  c9SiCk  f»x)bation  of  that  ^  pro teftation  ««. 
^aJnft  the  Scotch  congregation  at  Rotterdam,  efpciJially 
o  F  that  article  fo  often  mentioned  in  our  information 
i^nt  unto  you :  Eor  tho'  many  of  u»  be  convinced  of  the 
cx-uth  of  ail  thefe  things  in  that  proteftation,  yet  it  is  re- 
c^uifite.that  hi  fuch.  9  day,  when  many  forts  of  people 
2* re  lying  at  the  catch,  that  we  have  wherewith  to  ftop 
clieir  mouths,  left  feme  whoktiow  not  fuch  things  may 
'b&'fiifmbied  ;  for  rafiny  whom  we  have  to  do  with,  wiU 
flPiotrtake  with  any  thing,  though  never  ib  guilty,  except 
it:  can^be  fufficiemly  proven  againft  them, 

AiSot  we  deiire  that  it  may  bcLtrie^,  and  an  account 
/bntanta  us.  Whether  or  not  Mr.  Ikackcl  received  a, 
l-etter.vritten  .byJMr^  Langland^  containing  fuch  accu-^ 
•Ca  tioiss  againil:  us  as  are  mentioned  in  our  informatioo^ 
siccordingly  as  he  wrote  to  you  when  at  Groningen ;  or 
i-T  he  had  tbeie  accufations  given  him  by  Mr.  Kooleman 
\yy  word  of  meuth,  by  virtue  of  acommiiSSxm  to  him  for 
X.  J  lat  efieA,  which  was  the  occafion  whereupon  he.  wrote 
fuch  tilings  to  you  -,  or  if  Mr.  Brackel  will  own  hia 
^i^nmg  fuch  things,  and  inAruiEl  what  Vf9»  tbe^occafioa 
t:l:Mitof :  For  Mr.  J-onglands  did  openly  aflert  that  JUf* 
lixackcrs  letter,  the  true  tranfcript  whereof  we  read,  is 
flriiffcd  with  lies. 

fiaally.  We  deure  that  you  will  be  at  pains  in  dealing 

'>with  the  prelbytery  of  Groningen,   that  they  would  an- 

'^'vver  to  v/hat  is  hid  to  their  charge  by  the  Scottifh  xni- 

^^ifters,  to  the  end  that  the  ordination  of  Mr.  James  Ren- 

'^^iclc  may  be  rendered  odious ;  accprding  to  hi$  humble 

^efire,  as  he  writeth  to  them  and  to  you,  .  For  though 

"^^'c  be  not  calling  in  queftion  the  lawfulnefs  of  his  ordaV 

1%^  Nation,  yr;  it  is  requliite  to  have  fomething  from  their 

'^ands  to  convince  gainfayers. 

_  Now,  what  fhall.wc  fay,  i|  is  a  hard  matter  to  chrry 
*'^ght  in  fuch  a  day.     We  have  all  need  to  take  heed 
^o  ourfelves,     looking  both  before    and  behind   us  ;■ 
•^r  God's  eye  is  always  upon  us,  and  man's  eye  is  moft- 
'mently  beholding  us  ;  for  we  may  liiy  with  the  Pfal- 
^•ill^  They  r.ieet^  they  iurl^  they  mark  curjleps.     But  let  . 
JJ5  tnift  in  the  Lord,  and  dp- good. .  Let  us  delight  ourr- 
•*^Ives  in  God,  and  commit  our  way  to  liiin,  and  he  ihall 
"^ig  forth  our  righteoufnels  as  the  light,  and  our  judg-  ■ 
**^<:mas  the  noon-day  :  Towhcmi  be  glory  for  ever. 
thus'  leaving  you  upon  his  care,  and  praying  that 
A  a  judgva^t. 
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judgmestt  andrightcooihefs  may  meet  agaift  m  the 
^Wc.ate,. 

MICHAEL  SHIELD 

.  .  f*,  8.  Remethttepus  kUndly  to Hibmas linings  wh<»3 
we  pray  the  Xiord  m^  fit*  for  -his^  intended  voi4c,  ai 
make  hkn  a  fudiful  su^  jpainfbl  wortenan  »  his  vkm^c^ 
yard,  that  we  majr  reap  the  fruit  of  his  iatxmr,  totl^Le 
praifeand  glery  of  God.  Let  us  hear  what  p^grefr  Ji^^ 
ma&es,  and  if  you  think  the  Lordisfittiiig  liim  for  tbis&r 
work,  a]id^  if  there'  is  any  hope  of  a  cleanly  ordiKisL— 
tion. 

:  rniis.  Letter;  .wiA  the  refetfon  of  the  ctonfcirchces  men^- 
tioned  befEure,  were  fent  to  Mr.  Hamilton  with  Goli.sik 
iUifonfoon  after  the  meetings  who  fent  back  with  Co- 
lin  Alifonv  before  the  next  meetihg,  a  long  letter  In 
anfwer  to  theirs  :  A  ihort  abftraft  of  which  i^lL  be  kexre 
given*- 


':Tothe  Anti'fopifi^  Anfi^relafict,  Anti^raJHaftj.  A^^^' 
feBarian^  true  Prejbjterian  remnant  of  the  Church     ^ 
.'-  Scotland. 


*   j^ucb  HorUfurei  FelloW'^Sufferersy  and  Compatiionr^ 
■'■■.-  in  tribulation^ 

NOT  krto'wing  if  ever  I  m^y  fee  your  face  in  tira^*^ 
or*  whether  this  may  be  the  laft  of  my  letters  t^^ 
you,  throj^gh  a  deep  apprehenfion  of  almoft  unparalell^^ 
judgments  to  be  poured  out  on  that  land^  and  on  all  tl>.« 
chiXrches  of  CSirift  throughout  the  world  ;  I  have  chof«5^ 
from  love  to  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  the  fatisfkftion  of  tl*^ 
poor  re^mant  with  you,  and  for  the  glory  of  our  blefle^*^ 
Lord  and  Mafter,  to  write  to  you  what  I  judge  moft  fc^' 
fonable  in  the  prefent  junfture,  and'  may  be   in  fofi^^ 
itteafure  ferViceaUe  to  pofterity.     And  as  I  have  dcfir^^ 
as  it  were,  to  take  my  pen  out  of  the  Lord's  hand,  af>J^ 
to  fet  myfelf  inhis  prefence  and  under  his  eye,  who  fe^^ 
and  knows  all  things,  even  the  hidden  fecrell  of  tl*  ^ 
heart,  and  before  whom  ere  long  I  mufl:  give  aa'SiccoU^* 
of  this  in- hand,,  and  all  Qther  tlungs  \  fo  it  warjoas  i^^ 
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^  nof,^  liitde^  ta  think  to  vhAxn  I  am  writing  >  To 
c  Lord's  people,  to  his  poor,  perfecuted,  defpifed, 
proached  remnant,  to  the  children  of  my  dear  mo- 
a>churcfa9  andmy.dciar  fympathizing  hrethrea. 
O  it  is  not  to  the  Papiftical,  Frelatical,  apofbte,  ms(- 
ttant  ofurpers^  by  ii^hom  for  jpiany  years  i  hzsit  been 
der  thefpitence  of  deaths  for  no  other  caufe  than  for 
^Jtioldingupaf  ChriiVa  ftandard,  the  workxtfrefor<- 
itipHiF  the  laws  and  liberties  of  my  native  coontiy.- 
|sbr  am  i  writing  to  that  companyxff'  miniftersj  who 
Ub^  thesQofelves  an  iSi^embly,  iuted  before  them,  and 
dcavoured  to  .tbruft  oat  Jdr*  Riduurd  Cameron  fi^  his 
thfulnefs  to)u$  Mafter  ;  and  to  excomximniicate  iniig- 
ifiant  iHQ  for  my  owning,  accoiiipanyinj^  and:aiEiHng 
him,  (thou^  alas  !  but  very  weakly}^ 
Neither  am  I  writing  to  fuch  as  ihcSe,  at  Dunfcore^  mi- 
lWrs,r  elders  and  othersj  who  pafied  a  fenteace  agitinO: 
roit  Mr.  Camoron  \  and  cited  me  before  diiem^  imagiif- 
g^o  thre^^ien  and  boaft  me  out  of  my  confcknce  \  fit 
being  on  the  place,  and  appearing^  after  f^ibwning  th^m 
>E,an  AHembly,  and  adhering  towi^at  I  did  fcnnerly, 

{nrmally  protefted  againft  them^  Jieavin^  my  proteftah 
ioQwith  them,  and  ^eft  ihem. 

Neither  to  fuch  ^jei  Aflcmbly  as  that  at  the  bridge  of 
en,  where.the  greateft  of  th^miniilers  and  elders  were 
Tembled,  to  inbanfc  the  whole  country,  of .  Galloway, 
ithfdale,  Kyle,  Carrick,  ^c.  to  their  ordering  an4 
>vcmnient,  to  engage  them  to  call  none  but  thofe  whom 
ii-7  fhould  name  to  them  9  by  this  iiratagem  iht^'ding 
•  exclude  great  Camcrgn,  a^d  ihut thedoor^^n all  faith- 
il  preaching  in  thcfc  parts :  Whereof  I  being  adycrtU^ 
'>  accompanied  with  one  or  two  more,  «stmd  i,  fdr- 
^  proteftation  againft  them,  which  thhMigh  the  Lord's 
cfljng  broke  their  defign  ;  they  threatening  to  excom*- 
LUnicate  me,  hi4  out  themfelyes  as  the  other  Aflemblies 
^A.  done,  by  all  tneans  imaginable  to  load  me  with  \^\^ 
loft  foul  and  horrid  afperlions. 

Neither  to  fuch  a  company  of  minifters  and  others, 
ho  were  at  Bothwell,  who  fought  to  make  my  life  a 
»rden  to  me,  arjd  hold  me  in  continual  vexation  and 
Trow  of  fpirit,  upon  no  other  account  but  bccaufe  of 
fy  former  and  prefent  cent  endings,  for  difowning  nr)d 
^J»tng  out  a  malignant  and  craftian  intcreft,  then  in- 
hidedand  carried  on  amongft  them,  which  is  now  6^\^- 
iver^in  Argyk's  Aiarch  -^  and  forrny  labouriivjXoW^^i^ 
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a  daf  fX  fafting  obferved,  Wkereili  ^e  fim  trf  ^  tiai&rsc:^^ 
iziight  have  been  dijfbwned  »nd  acknowledged.  '^  -       ^    ^ 

~  '  Nei^er  to  fuck  acoiiipftnyi  tvIio  after  the  bmk  :^  ^ 
BoAwel,  fat  dow)  bt  tte  Old  Cl^chan  of  Gd[lowa«-^^K-^ 
and  pktttd  and  det«nhtiied  to  take  ^^av  iny  Ufe,  hr'vrm:^  - 
coBtefiding  with  Mr,.  Johft  W^ch  an jf  thofe  gcAtlcwM  ^^la 
hebroTxght  with  him,  and  my  oppofing  ^nd  (UfowfaflRSi^^i 
aT  Hamilton'  I>eclaratioii ;  and  after  the  Iiord  wondliMrJEaN 
£Mj  diTappointecl  then\  by  difcovering  their  9s&gm^  f^ 
agammet,  and' wrote  alette  to  Mnetliatwvre with 9v:9k  I 
>  that  if  they  kept  my  compaity,  they  wonld  cettfe  that  &r  j^  j 
country  ihonld  neither  adbrd  theipmcat,  drink,  vorrm:^»r 
ny  B)finner  of  quarters  v  bnt  if  they-  wpqI4  <^o^II  ssk^  ss 
they' fbould  be  hoiiovxrably  enter^4ned. 

Neither  to  fuch  a  company  of  Tninifters  and  otB^^^aier 
who  affei*  I  was  come  to  Holland,  upon  the  caH  o£vn%^^^vos 
|hy  Mr.  CargiB,  My.  Brown  and  Mr.  M<Wardy  pofli:  .ffe 
aCimuniffioner  agaltiiirtne  there^^  with  ao  or  jo  artkV=;::ac(es 
-the  moiVof  them  criminal ;  for  anfwer  to  which  I  r^  — cfci 
you  |tt  My,  M< Ward%  own  letter, 

Mvithei!  «is  it  to  d&at  company  of  plotters,  mining:  ftcrs 
atMk«tJierf)l  who  were  afTotiate  with  Monqiouth  and'  ^'Ar» 
gyle,  who  judged  no  way  more  convenient  to  caiij  m/i  on 
ifaeilr  deiii^nsj  than  by  loading  pne  with  heavy  and  J^t  ialfc 
•^l«proaches,  and  by  employing  Joh.n  Haddow  undci    ^m*  the 

maik  of  zeaL  and  ftraightiieis   in  the  caufe,  to  pei =Tert 

you  from  it  and  divide  you  among  yorurfelvcS|  and  t<'       -^  in-. 
Volye  you  in  -art  engagement  with  fcftaries,  maligta^^Knts 
^nd-Uoody  men,  contrary  to  former -national  lajcrec^^cii- 
■gagements.    That  party,  lo  long  as  they  had  any  fc — ^l?pe 
of  gaining  me,  did  iet  on  me  with  the  greateft  inil^^Da- 
tiona  and  acclamations  (to  myfelf)  commenting  on       my 
lon^'and   great  fiifferings,  ^cal,  piety,  -i^fc,   until  C^-iiy 
iiw    it    was    in    yuin ;    and    then   they    raged.-     *  I 
remen^r  this  was  ykewile  John  Haddow's  way  at  «y 
houfe  in  Frlezland,  a  littb  before  he  fliippcd  "linth  Ar  - 
gyle  ;  for  after  he  had  harangued  op  my  zxal,  fuflferJTigs, 
piety,  ufcfulncfs  to  the  church,  fa'r,     Imterrupted  him  > 
and  uiing  freedom  agsinft  his  prafti^e   and  others  witfc^ 
him.:  Upon  which  he  burfl  out,  feying  he  had  ever  fet  -^ 
therto  defended  me,  but  now  he  Jhould  give  me  a  ezi^^^^ 
and  make  me  infamous  wherever  he  went.     But,  ped^^ 
man,  he  was  far  out  in  his  politics  5  for  when  he  retnrn-< — 
Cfl  to  his  ailbciates,  he  took  fome  of  them  to  wHnefs  that  ^^ 
i.2  had  eyer  d«f(^nded  me  i    xo  n^ich  tihey  afleijttod*: 

?iit 
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':  Bo);  now  fald  he^  I  am  refolved  to  be  his  enemy  v^lxcx^ 
CYtr  I  come. 

•^  FiBully,  Neitter  ^m  I  writing,  (I  hope)  to  fuch  a  con>p 
j^asy.  of^  Grangers  who  at  my  iirft  coming-  to  Friezland 
receiined  me  heartily,  with  my  intbrmations  of  th^  j)re^ 
rbns  canfe,  «incl  wreillings  of  the  church  of  Scotl;ii\d, 
axid  embodied  themfelves  in  focietie$|  and  run  with  great 
aseal,  to  contribute  unto,  and  knitate -you,  in  efpouiing 
the  Lord's  t-anfe  as  ftated  with  us,  and  for  a  fime  ^erc 
wa?  nothing  but  faftings  and  prayers  for  it,  <  and  uiing 
means  with  magiftrates  and  miniftex^  for  Scotland's  re- 
formation; and  the  Lord  took  a  noble  teftimony  off 
.  their  hand, .  fuch  as  fcarcely  had  ever  been  feen  in  ihif 
lands,  againft  the  magiftrates  ufui^tion  over  the  chanrch. 
Yet  ppon  a  fmali  temptation  Mr.  Bracjcel  firft  brpke  ofi^ 
in  accepting  his  voeful  Eraftian  cdl  tp  his  now  church 
in  Rotterdam ;  And  I  protefting  againft  it,  was^  thea, 
and  ftill  amdeferfed  by  the  moft  of  them  (though  blefled 
be  the  Lord,  not  withput  his  fignal  approbation  of  WS 
teftimony,  to  the  convi£Hon  of  iftany.)  whereupon  Mr. 
Brackel,'  not  without  much  prejudtjc  at  me^  fell  in  with 
Monmotith's  and  Argyle's  plotters,  whereby  the  Lord's 
taufe  is  made  contemptible,  and  I  loaded  with  their  re-^ 
reproaches  among  ftrangers,  that  if  the  Lord  had  not 
gracibufly  kept  a  Imall  handful  ftaiiding  faithfully  in  this 
place,  in  all  probability  J  had  bqen  redaftedto  the  great- 
^  outward  ftraits, 

I  fay,  it  doth  not  a  little  comfort  me,  that  it  is  to 
none  of  all  theffe  foreme^tioned  pcrfon?  and  parties  that 
I  am  writing ;  But  unto  you,  Q  lovely  Remnant,  unto 
yon  O  dear  followers  of  the  Lamb :  The  little  flock  of 
Chrift  in  poor  Scotland.  Unto  you,  who  have  not  on- 
ly been  honoured  to  ftick  to  him^  againft  all  oppofition  5 
but  to  cro^vn  him  again  and  again  at  Hobron.  (O  I  tlie 
bld]ing  of  hini  who  Wfi^  feparate  from  his  brethren  be 
ppon  you,  ^nd  long  may  the  crown  flourifh  upon  his 
head.)  Unto  you,  O  highly  honoured,  and  deareft  fel- 
low fufferers,  aiid  fympathizing  brethren,  to  whofe  fym-r 
pathy,  wreftlings  and  prayers,  not  only  all  the  ghurches 
of  Chrift  are  indebted,  but  ajfo,  poor  contemned,  and. 
erery  way  pcrfecuted,  unworthy.  Unworthy  Robim 
Hamilton  is  unfpeakably  indebted  to  you. 

O  beloved,  my  eyes  are  running  down  with  tears,  my 
heart  is  melting  wfthm  me>  I  know  riot  how  I  am  borfi 
iM^ing  and  tejbicieg^  with  the  ycry  thoughts  xSiuX  1  fee 


igo         Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  s  letter 

3rou  reading  my  fecklefs  line  ;  I  think  I  fee  the  tears  ia 
jour  eyes,  for  my  cafe ;  I  think  I  hear  fecret  iighingjs^ 
and  fobbings,  going  up  before  the  throne  for  me-:  yea, 
I  think  I  win  a  little  to  fee  ^at  nuhich  Iinujl  lay  by  my  pen) 
your  lovely  Lord,  and  my  Xiord,  ftretchjng  out  hia 
feft  band  to  receive,  and  bottle  your  tears,  and  to  make 
them  acceptable  in  your  behalf^  and  my  behalf^  and  to 
lay  them  out  in  another  manner  than  ye  or  I  can. 

The  fubjeft  of  which  your  letter  fpes^ks,  and  which  I 

^'^  now  upon,  in  fo  far  as  it  ftrikcs  only  at  me  in  par* 

'  ticular,  is  made  very  eafy  unto  me,  lookinjg  on  the  crofs 

«f  Chrift,  this  day,  as  above  the  world's  crown^  that  in 

any  meafure  he  fliould  make  me  conformable  to  himfelf 

and  to  my  poor  mother  church. But  it  is  fore  and 

wotmding,  when  I  think  that  the  glorious  caufe  of 
Chrift,  fhould  be  queftioned  on  my  account ;  or  that  yq, 
my  companions  in  tribjilation,  fhbuld  fuffer  pn  my  ac- 
count ;  O  the.  rage  of  enemies  is  cruel,  yea  more  cruel 
than  the  Ofi rich's^  Lord,  they  perfecute  thofe  whpiji 
thou  hall  fmitten,  and  they  talt  tt^  the  grief  of  tl^ofe 
whom  thou  haft  wounded. 

What  are  thefe  biafled,  prejudicatc,  politic,  au4.im-t 
fettered  men  feeking  ?    whQpi  the  Lord   has  fo   fully 
difto^'^ered,  and  on  whom  he  has  rubbed  fhame  and  cony 
fufion,  and  who  are  called  to  ly  in  fackcloth,  in  duft 
and  afhes ;  Alas  I  a  generathn  pure  in  their  own  (yesy  ikpd^^^ 
jet  is  flat  wafie'/i  from  their  filthinefs.     A  generation^  Ci<^5; 
how  lofty  are  their  eyes  I    and  their  eye-lids  are  lifted,  uf^^ 
A  generation  luhofe  teeth  are  as  fwords,  and  their  jai^teetr      t 
as  knives y  to  devour  the  poor  from  off  the  earth ^^  and  i^^,e 
ncsdy  from  among  men^  Prov.  xxx,  J2,  13,  Jvi|«'     But   ^^ 
Lord,  my  eyes  arc  towards  thee.     Who  charged  tH  -^t 
thou  mayft  difcharge  J    vho  woundeil:  that  thou  may  ft 
heal,  and  killcft  that  thou  mayft  make  alive.     Lord  op^^n 
thou  my  lii>sj  and  my  mQi|th  fhall  flicw  forth  thy  prai Xc. 
Loving  Brethren,  I  ihall  begin  at  Hamilton  Dcf lai"  s- 
tion  and  the  iupplication  to  Monmouth,  which  I  ha^'c 
b^en  made  to  call  be:^-oni.     And  I  fliall  as  in  the  ^iQ,^"^^ 
of  an  all-fcciiig  God,  give  the  hiftorical  relation  thcrc-o  ^\ 
and  next,  as  the  Lord  will  help  to  give  you  my  though  ts 
thereof,  and  (hall  defirc  in  all,  to  take  fl^am.e  unto  iny- 
felf^  that  the  Lord  may  be  gloriHcd,  the  truth  confirrr*- 
cd,  pofterlty  informed,  and  enemies,  on  right  and  1*^-*^ 
hand  confounded.  j 
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I  Iball  pafs  by  (^'hich  enemies  woidd  bury)  the  many 
wreftltngs  and  contcndings  for  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  that 
poor  I|  had  at  that  time,  it  being  more  iuitablc  for  o^ 
thers,  than  for  me^  though  there  be  but  fmall  probabi* 
lity  of  a  vindication  that  way,  they  being  for  moft  part 
IB  ^ory,  who  were  eye-witnefles  to  it,  (yet  the  Lord 
lives,  let  the  earth  rejoice,)  neither  is  it  fo  pertinent  for 
the  prefcnt  occafion. 

That  morning  before  the  proclaiming  of  Hamiltoun 
Declaration,  there  came  an  alarm  to  me,*  that  there 
was  a  party  of  our.  friends  befet  with  the  enemy,  where- 
upon immediately,  I  mounted  my  horfe,  (which  for  moft 
part  was  at  my  head,  in  tiiC  fields,  faddled)  and  came 
tx)  the  muir,  where  I  found  that  all  the  officers  I  had  a- 
Tiy  confidence  in,  wens  already  out  upon  fervice-     Yet 
Iceing  two,  or  three,  that  then  fecmtd  fome^vhat  ho- 
nefl,  A.  Turnbull,  te*r.  I  defired  them  to  follow  me, 
who  all  poikively  refufcd,  on  account  of  the  hazaxxl, 
alledging  the  enemies  to  be  far  above  their  number. 
Whereupon  I  told  them  I  would  go  myfelf  alone,  and 
went  away,  without  being  obeyed  by  any  of  theiti  t  bat 
Aiding  a  company  of  Teviotdale  men,  who  alledged  they 
wanted  a  captain,  they  w&lingly  offered  themfelves  to 
me  5  and  a  Galloway  gentleman,  and  fomc  few  with  him, 
about  break  of  day  5  fo  marching  out  of  the  duke's  park, 
(which  was  my  quarters  where  the  foot  mortly  lay)  old 
major  Carmichael  met  nie,  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Home 
in  tny  abfence  was  going  to  read  the  Declaration,  I  told 
Him  to  return  immediately,  and  upon  his  hlghefl  peril 
to  ftop  him,  v.'hich  he  did,  though  with  great  difBcuW 
ty,  being  rieceffitate  with  his  drawn  fword  to  drive  him 
ativay. 

As  I  returned  again,  being  broken  and  wearied  with 
continual  toils,  travels,  and  watchings  without  the  leaft 
x-crfrefhment.     Mr.  Welch,   with  fevcral  others,    came 
^o    me,  as  I  lighted  in  the  muir,  and  fct  upon  me  for 
proclaiming  their  Declaration,    (Rathillet   being  then 
^v- JtH  me,  who  faid  he  would  proteft  againfl  it).     I  op- 
posed it  flatly,  and  told  what  I  had  to  fay  againft  it, 
^'»^-  Its  owning  the  tyrant's  intereft,  and  not  mention- 
in**' 
***** 

^    't  appeared  afrerwcrd  that  this  falfc  alarm,  was  a  flrau- 
,^1"^*   or  purpole  devifed  to  he  quit  of  him,  and  a«\  (ocVv  C(&<:et« 
ij^ri^on^  they  knew  would  oppofc  it.    Similar  to  wW  iV\^^  ^A 
^ij'^j'-^^'JP*  ^y  another  fulfe  alarm,  that  thcte  vru  i^Vod^  ^l 
•  "^^'^sJTcmbJedMt  Cam f  He,  tc. 
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ittg  the  fins  of  the  time.  At  laft  he,  with  three  or  for  .^  « 
gray  headed  old  men,  begged  of  me  v/ith  tears,  that 
might  but  be  prochiimed,  and  thefe  things  fliould  t#" 
iielped  in  it  Wliereupon  I,  (alas)  after  a  long  tim*  .«-^ 
fighting,  yielded  that  it  fliould  be  done,  providing  tl^:^ 
Acknowledgment  of  Sins  and  Engagement  to  Diiti^  :^- 
were  put  in  it,  thofe  things  helped  in  it,  and  that  IvK\^5 
Thomas  Douglas,  and  Mr.  John  King  fliould  proclaim  ,.«-:2 
it,  and  that  it  Ihould  not  be  printed  untill  ail  thefe  tliiii*^,^:  j 
were  helped^ 

Now  that  which  moved  me  moft  td  this,  was,  th.^^  jj, 
through  my  broken  and  confufed  cafe  that   I  was  /^ 

T^,  I  thought  that  the  tyran:'s  intcrcft  had  been  caft  r     — >jf^ 
in  the  Acknowledgement  of  Sins,    ^,\  as  I  knew  flMK/ie 
Erafl:ian,  and  Scftarian  intercll:  was.     2^/j',  I  thoup — f/?f 
that  the  letting  it  be  proclaimed  Avith  thefe  conditi«=z?i2s 
forefaitl,  would  be  nothing  for  that  party's  intereft,  X^ut 
for  their  ruin,  which  indeed  it  did,  though  was  contr  *iry 
fa  their  intention,  and  not  from  any  good  managem  ^i^  t 
of  mine*     itlly^  I  thought  it  would  put  them  ofl:^till^Ii"- 
Cargill's  draught  of  a  declaration,  was  ready,  which,   h  ^ 
Ifcad  promifed  to  us,  and  I  was  waiting  v/ith  aji  intention 
to  proclaim  it  lb  foon  as  it  came  to  my  hand. 

ThuF,  my  dear  friends,  I  was  lamentably  Infnarcd* 
whereupon,  Avithout  further  deliberation,  I  went  to  tl^e* 
croft,  and  as  I  ufcd  when  marching  with  any  company 
through  towns,  with  my  fword  in  my  hand,  expe£tiii5 
to  hear  it  procbuned  as  they  had  engaged,  but  Avb<:^3i 
comuig  to  the  place,  and  being  thronged  in,  with  tl'iC 
crowd,  I  was  made  both  to  fee  and  hear  otlier  things,  ^5 
you  all  know,  which  ftruck  me  fo  dead,  that  I  knew  ito^ 
well  where  1  was,  or  v/Kat  I  was  doing.     I  then  ran  »-*P 
to  Sarah  Jeans,  a  cliange-houfe  in  llamiltoun  where  ^^' 
\Vfelch,  antl  fome  other  of  the  minillers  came,  and  fee- 
ing him  and  them,  I  told  them  that  they  ha.d  dealt  tre^£^* 
cheroufly  with  us,  and  had  murdered  the  Lord's  caui  ^> 
and  the  poor  army ;  at  v/hich  he  was  fo  dafhed,  that  1"*-^ 
fpake  not  one  word. 

Whereupon  I  vxnt  ont  immediately,  and  cnlleJ  ^  ! 
counfel  of  war,  to  difannui  vrlnt  was  done  \  and  when  'J^. 
that  buiinefs,  the  miniftcrs  fent  r.gain  to  us,  to  fc<-  " 
the  counfel  of  war  would  adhere  to  their  Dcckration,  -,^ 
which  we  declared  we  would  not.  After  we  had  difaini*  1^'  | 
led  the  Declaration,  we  next  concluded  that  th?.  C;ii^|,*^' 
of  the  Lord's  Wratli  fliould  hz  drawn  up,  and  :hat  1  '^  •^" 
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Um  Declaration  ihall  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  cau-' 
tjtfreof,  and  that  Mr.  Cargill,  with  the  affiftance  of 
my  Hail,  Mr.  Walter  Smith,  is^c.  fhould  be  employ- 
in.  it,  and  that  in  all  hafle,  they  fhould  fend  us  the 
f  Declaration  that  Mr.  Cargill  was  drawing  up,  and 
:  bpth  ihould  be  proclaimed  and  printed  immediately. 
7ii3j  though  concluded,  and  undertaken,  yet  alas  ! 
liord  never  honoured  us  publicly  to  perform  it.  In 
mean  time,  -Mr.  Welch,  and  that  party,  notwith- 
4ing  of  all  this,  cau.ii  fome  horfe-men  to  fteal  to 
igow,  and  print  it. 
me  thing  which  made  my  yielding  more  weighty  to 

was,  that  r  when  I  yielded,  that  noble  inftrume^t, 
great  Hero,  for  Chrift,  RathUlet,  faidto  Mr  Welch, 
.  he  wopld  proteft  againft  any  fu^h  thing,  which 
»ughout  my  confusion  in  the  time,  I  little  noticed^ 
afterwards  it  was  bitter,  O  bitter  ^o  me. 
Ls  to  the  petition  to  Monmouth,  it  was  thus,  on  the 
irday,  the  day  before  the  defeat,  I,  and  other  of-* 
cs  hearing  that  the  Galloway  gentlemen  were  come 
p  jpin  with  the  army,  and  being  informed  that  they 
c.of  Mr.  Welch's,  and  Mr.  Hume's  judgment,  we 
e4  a  counfel  of  war,  where  we  might  dtetermine  that 
e  fhould  be  admitted  to  join  with  us  but  fuch  as  were 
ii4  ftraight  in  the  caufe  as  now  ftated  amongfl  us  a- 
ift  the  Declaration  of  Hamiltoun,  and  for  acknow- 
{ing  and  diibwning  the  lands  iins,  ^r.  When  we 
'efet,  thcfe  Galloway  gentlemen  came  in  upon  us  with 
ir  minifiers,  undeflred,  and  uncalled  for,  whereupon 
iQ  name  of  the  refV,  gave  tlxem  a  fhort  account  how 

caufe  was  ftated,  and  how  that  neither  ofGcers  nor 
tiers  were  to  be  admitted,  without  joining  with  us 
rein. 

rhefe  gentlemen  told  us '  pofitively  that  they  would 
:  adhere  to  fuch  a  caufe,  nor  join  with  us  therein  ; 

prefled  that  the  officers  might  be  changed,  and  new 
^s  brought  in,  and  fuch  a  way  laid  down  as  all  that  would 
1  with  them,  might  be  brought  in  ;  and  that  all  by- 
i€s,  fhould  be  by-gones,  or  at  leaft  laid  afide,  until  a 
xieral  Aflembly,  and  a  Parliament  were  got.  Where- 
in I  rofe  up,  and  entered  my  proteftation  againft 
-m,  being  backed  with  fome  otliers,  and  declaring 
It  I  durft  not  venture  my  life,  and  the  life  of  the 
•?d's  people  with  fuch  a  company,  and  in  fuch  a  caufe^^ 
Ureapon  immediately  I  parted  ixom  them^  and  Toixve 
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©f  tKe  ofikers  with  me  \  after  I  had  been  an  hour,  or  two 
firom  them,  being  ontwcaried,  and  ahnoft  wholly  fpenty 
I  iat  down  in  the  muir  aloiie^  and  fell  in  a  deep  ileep^ 
and  lay  io^  until  two  commiflionate  gentlemen  from  Gal- 
loway came  and  awaked  me,  begging  me,  with  my 
friends  to  return,  ailiiring  us  we  fhould  have  all  fatif- 
faction,  upon  which  I  and  my  friends  did  return  :  Tliey 
faid  they  had  fomcthing  to  propofc  which  greatly  con- 
cerned the  army.  I  ani'wered  that  we  were  returned 
the  fame  men  that  we  were,  M^ien  we  left  them,  and' 
were  here  to  adhere  to  our  former  protcftation  \.  then  i 
defired  them  to  fay  on;  They  moft  fubtily  waving  what 
I  had  fpoken,  faid  that  it  was  their  defire,  that  in  this " 
Council  it  might  be  propofed  whether  or  not  a  fupplica- 
,.tion  might  be  drawn  up,  ;knd  prei«nted  to  the  dake  of 
Monmouth. 

Thus  they  dealt  deceitfully  with  i»s,  they  having  ii* . 
our  al)ftnce,  without  our  knowledge,  chofen  a  new 
prefes  and  a  Acw  clerfc(  viz.  Mr.  John  Dick,  and  with. 
unanimous  confcnt,  had  concluded  on  a  fupplication, 
which  their  miniflers  who  were  there  prefent  had  befijrc 
made  up  amongft  thefn)  which  being  read,  they  had  a>k 
aitented  thereunto*  Upon  which,  I,  tliougH  wholf jr  ig- 
norant of  what  had  been  amongft  tliem,  in  the  name  of 
friends,  proteftcd  againft  any  fuch  thing ;  Whereupon, 
their  new  clerk  in  his  p^cecipitant  zeal,  criod  ont  dif- 
dainfuHy,.  that  it  vras  already  done.  We  toUf  him  lince 
it  was  fo,  it  was  their  deed,,  and  not  ©urs  :  Tliey.  Ending 
themfelves  niired,.  flood  not  to  deny  it.  Whereupon 
we  fhewed  the  unkiwfulncii  of  their  propofal,  hotp 
'ding  out  the  finfiilnefs  of  it.  And  they  finding  them-^ 
felves  flraitned  in  their  arguments,  one  of  ihem  faid  we 
might  hear  it,  fb^  their  new  clerk  brought  it  forth,  and 
when  read,  we' found  it  flu/Fed,  from  end  to  end,  with 
malignant  loyalty,  wholly  fubverting  the  ftatc  of  ©«r 
caufe  :  Whereupon  I,  again  in  the  name  of  the  reft, 
entered  a  protefiation  againfl  it,  and  rofc  up  and  left 
them,  imagining  that  we  fhould  have  no  more  bctn 
troubled  with  them.  Yet  they  again  fent  after  us,,  dc* 
filing  that  two  gentlemen,  and  a  minftier  of  each  party 
iliould  confer  a  little  in  the  buiincfs.     Rathillet^  Mr, 

0.rgill  and  I  were  to  be  for  our  part)-. And  Mr* 

Andrew  Morton  was  their  miniflcr.  Mr,  Cargil  prefl:  mc 
to  it,  and  at  laft  I  aficnted* 
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hen  we  ma.  again,  I  protefted  againft  all  Aipplica- 
,  and  after  fotnetimcs  debating,  I  faid  if  they  were 
ig  to  have  the  duke  informed  of  our  judgment  of 
ithers,  and  his  own  rebellion  blafphemies  and  ufur- 
is  in  mattei*s  of  church  andftatc,  and  to  defire  him 
*  down  his  weapons  againft  the  Lord  and  his  peo- 
I  (hoiild  afTent  to  that,  but  to  no  other  thing, 
rcupon  Mr-  Andrew  Morton  anfwercd,  that  wals 
Ley  were  feeking.     Which  his  party,  when  they 

advertifed  of  it,  raged  at  him  for :  But  I  took 
It  his  word.  He  atfo  propofed  thai  I  might  give 
writ  to  them ;  I  anfwered  that  feeing  he  was  in 
idgment,  that  he  and  worthy  Mr.  Cargill  wlio  wa« 
ed  by  us,  would  do  it  better  than  me;  fo  we  part- 
egging  them  to  be  free  a#id  fakhful,  which  Mr. 
U  chearfully  undertook  j  this  being  Saturday's 
.     Before  the  break  of  day,  on  Sabbath  morning, 

affaiiltcd  by  the  enemy  at  the  bridge,  and  being 
ly  ^Pff'iged,  I  was  running  and  riding  through  the 
,  where  I  met  one  of  the  Carrick  Captains  running 
one  of  his  own  men  with  his  drawn  fword  to  kill 
becaufe  by  inattention  he  had  by  a  (hot,  {lightly 
him  in  the  breaft,  and  with  much  difficuhy  I  got 
bopt  from  killing  the  poor  man.  And  immediate- 
r  i#earmond  fent  exprefs  to  me,  in  all  haftc  to  come 
■fon  it-ith  three  troops  of  horfe^  pr  i:ompanies  of 
or  relief* 

the  very  mid  ft  of  all  thefe  confufions,  came  Mr. 
am  Blackacler  to  rae  with  a  paper  in  one  hand, 
>en  and  ink  in  the  other,  and  told  me  he  came 

Mr.  Cargill  with  this  information  to  Mmmonth^ 
v\\o  begged  me  in  all  hafte  to  fend  it  over   to 

I  aikea  him  in  hafte  if  it  was  Mr.  Cargill's  work, 
d  yes.     Wlier jupon  I  diJ  fubfcribe  it  without  read- 
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.ncfi  that  they  are  now*.  '  And  though  the  Lorti  had 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  employ  me  for  his  caufe  and 
interefty  fome  years  before  that,  yet  it  was  but  like  in- 
land voyages,  in  cprnparifon-of  that  great  deep  of  Botb- 
wcl.-«-^-^And  there  being  a  great  difference  betwixt  the 
theory  and  praftice  of  any  thing's   and  more  caly  for  a 
<:ompaiiy  upon  land  to  fee  more  enormities  in  the  cpn« 
duA  of  poor  mariners  at  fea,  tolTed  betwi;^t  wind  and 
wave  \  than  they  themfelve^  can  fee,  though  they  be  no 
lefs  concerned  in  the  fliip's  prefcrvation.     Yea  ihip- 
wrcckt  mariners  look  back  on   their  owp  enormities 
and  in  the  like  cafe  afterward  may  amend  them. — And 
though  with  boldnefs  and  confidence  I  dare  to  take  the 
Lord  to  witnefs,  that  whatever  I  was  left  to  do,  in  mjr 
snifmanaging  thefe  two  particulars,  through  confyfion» 
fimplicity  and  inadvertency,  it  was  far  from  my  defign 
or  intention  to  alter  my  former  way  of  acting  and  con- 
tending, which  the  Lord  had  been  gracioufly  plea)c4  to 
honour  me  in  formerly  5 — ever  counting  it  my  greateft 
hapimiefs  and  fecurity  to  ftand  to,  contend  and  fuffer  for 
my  owning  his  caufe,  as  it  was  thei^,  and  now  b  more       2 
clearly  (lated  by  you,  the  faithful  Remnant  of  Scotland.       ^ 
I  fsqr,  whatever  thefe  things  might  plj^d  for,  ^t  ^c      ^ 
hands  of  fympathifing  on-lookers  5  yet  \o  far  were  they     -^ 
from  helping  or  eafipg  me,  when  for  a  long  time,  the     ^ 
Lord's  chaftning  hand  lay  heavily  uppn  me,  in  difcover-    -— 
}ng  his  difpleafure  againft  me,  and  fufpending  his  loi^e  ^^ 
and  the  light  of  his  countenance  from  ijie  -,  and  outMrard-  — ^ 
?v,  in  a  ftrange  land,  tryfting  me  with  manyiharp  trials,  ^  - 
io  that  the  fympathy  of  friends,  would  have  made  me  r"=a 
to  fufpe£t  them,  and  all  fuch  reafonings  of  that  nature,  .^^ 
were  rather  aggravating  than  eafing.     So  that  niany 
thoufand  times,  I  would  have  coveted  the  greateft  o£ 
tortures,  to  have  but  once  had  the  qccaflon  of  giving 
Open  and  free  teftjinony  againft  thefe  two  particulars^    -j 
;md  but  ^n  afTemhly  of  my  old  companions,  the  Lord'j        ** 
people  in  that  land,  to  have  acknowledged  my  fin,  \ritler=^ 
ihame,  forrowj^  apd  grief  unto  them.   .  Neither  was  thcr^*^ 

•  f  or  nnderftanding  ofthi?,  it  is  to  be  confidered  that  M^^- 
thoujgh  Mr.  Hamilton  and  many  others  at  ths^t  time  were  %^v.i\^F^ 
cs^ihcitly  efpoofing  the  intereft,  and  owning  the  aothcri  y  ^E 
Charles  II.  yet  they  had  rot,  nor  did  not  exprcfiy  difown,  atxtfe  _ 
rcjodl  hit  civil  authoritv  nntil  tbf  next  year,  as  is  evident  in  th,ei^^^ 
Declaration  at  Rotherglen,  IVfayapth,  ^herein  the v  neither  owftf""^ 
nor  ^o^ti  the  faid  aUihoiU^^  ^tii^^arcd  with  their  lkclarikiiQi^==^ 
at^figUhar,  i68o. 
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^  thing  at  that  time,  that  more  endeared  you  unto 
me,  than  when  I  heard  of  your  zeal,  and  refentment  of 
thefe  two  things  ;  ^nd  as  then,  fo  no  lefs  now,  I  think 
it  my  glory  to  acknowledge  it  unto  you,  and  throw  my- 
felf  at  your  feet,  O  pleafant,  faithful  and  fixed  wande^ 
rers,  prifpners,  hanifhed,  plundered,  wounded  and  fiig*  ■- 
matized  remnant  5  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  to  give  what.  . 
fatisfaftion  ye,  or  the  famous  Church  of  Scotland  fhalt 
judge  requifite,  according  to  the  degree  of  my  offence. 

O  what  fliould  I  not  do,  for  the  fetting  forth  of  his 
glory,  whom  I  dishonoured,  and  for  the  fatisfa^lion  of 
the  generation  of  the  righteous,  whom  I  offended.     O ! 
Who  is  a  God  like  unto  htniy  that  pardoneth  in'tefuityy  and 
paffeth  by  the  tranj^reffions  of  his  people j  he   retaineth  net 
bis  anger  for  ever^  hec{iufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy  :  Who 
has  made  that  word  (Pfalm  xxxii.  5.)  fweet  to  fome,  / 
acknowledged  my  fin  unto  thee^  and  mine  iniquities  have  I 
not  hid,:  J  will  confejs  my  tranfgreffans  unto  the  Lord^  and 
fbouforgavefl  the  ipiquity  of  my  fin^  Selah^     It  is  called 
Mafchilj  or  a  pfalm  giving  infltru^^ion ;   and  O  that  my 
fallings  or  failings,  confli£^s  and  ftorms,  might  but  in  tlur 
leaft  contribute  for  this  unto  yovt  ;  ^^^  ^^^  ™^  ^^7  ^^ 
unto  youi  (Sympathizing  and  faithfully  witneffing  rem^ 
nant  in  Scotland,  in  the  mifmanagements,  failings  or 
fallings  of  any  of  you,  beware  o;f  feeking  to  palliate  it^ 
or  to  be  fatisfied  if  ye  win  at  mens  approbation,  but  feck' 
a  thorough  fight  and  fenfe  of  it,  and  to  be  humbled  ia 
the  prefence  of  Him  who  is  the  only  author  and  creatxxr 
of  true  peace,  and  in  the  preftnce  of  his  faints,*  whofi? 
fympathy  is  of  great  lyorth  ;  and  beg  alone  for  your  rc^. 
lief,  to,  have  a  fhare  in  the  bloa4  of  Chrift,  that  mcritf 
peace.     EndeavQur  tp  keep  up  a  due  fcnfe-  of  all  the 
wrongs  that  the  enemies  of  Chrift  have  done  to  him  and  •• 
)u«,  whether  by  right  or  left  hand  enemies.     Beware  of 
tampering  direftly  ox  indire£\ly  with  any  of  them,  whe- 
ther minifters  of  qthe^s,  after  the  Lord  has  fet  up  fuch 
beacons  before  yo.u,  and  hath  made  fo  palpable  difcove- 
ries  of  them  and  their  ways,  that  any  tender  confciencc 
may  difcem  it^     Beware  of  trufting  to  any  flock  of  light 
or  experience  you  have  ha4  or  may  have,  for  it  may  foott 
be  cxhauflcd,  and  without  the  Lord's  new  breathing  n- 
pon  it,  may  rather  prove  a  fnare  than  any  other  thing. 
Suffer  not  yourfelves  to  be  hurried  or  precipitate  in  going 
atiout  the  Lord's  matters  ;  but  when  you  find  yourfelves 
fp,  foot  ^  flaptd  M^  ypu  look  about  you.     Lock  wt\\.q 
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aB^  Lord  for  cormfel,  frdme  and  ailiftance,  until  tliat 
jrr  find  yeurfelves  in  cafe  to  lay  jourfetves  and  your^ 
affairs  deliberately  upon  him :  For,  as  all  the  honour 
^fccanpnt  upon  his  Majefly,  is  our  employing  of,  con- 
fiilting  witb^  and  acknowledging  of  him  ;  fo  nothing, 
^nothing  can  offend  him  Tnore  than  when  he  is  flighted 
herein^  and  that  efpecially  in  his  own  matters.  Be- 
urarc  of  debating  of  truths,  merely  as  truths;  but  as 
the  trurisLS  of  Chrift,-  and  the  field  in  which  the  peai-l 
is  hicL 

Thdugh  I  might  infift  on  this,  yet  knowii>g  to  whom 
I  write,  Ifhalldelift;  only  what  I  have  ^vritten,  I  have 
done  it  as  in  the  fight  of  God,  for  his  glory,  your  vin- 
dication, and  the  information  of  tender  confeiences  a- 
mongft  you,  who  might  be  ftr angers  to  thefe  things 
which  my  foul  defires  to  be  tender  of,  and  to  lay  it  upon 
ycwi  to  be  tender  of  them  5  and  with  no  rcfpedt  or  de- 
ifei  to  anfwer  the  foul,  lying,  proud,  malicioii*  libels 
«tthe  plotters  and  their  confederates,  John  Haddow  and 
the  reft  of  them  ;  who  thinking  they  can  fall  on  no  better 
way  to  palliate  their  own  knavery,  fmother  convictions, 
f^c,  than  under  the  pretext  of  zeal,  tendemefs  and 
ifaraiglitnefs  in  the  caufe,  to  fee  if  they  can  give  the 
caofe  anew  thurft,  divide  and  reproach  the  poor  remnants 
^jiA  as  for  that  poOr  man  John  Haddow,  if  lie  were 
as  well  known  to  friends  at  home  as  to  me,  I  would  not 
be  afraid  he  ihould  be  any  fnare  j  and  tliat  you  may 
have  a  little  hint  of  him,  I  pray  you  look  on  him  before 
JBothwel,  and  you  will  find  him  embodied  with  Mr, 
Thomas  Hog  younger,  and  another  whom  I  forbear  to 
name,  becaufe  dead  5  they  pretended  great  zeal  againft 
the  Indulgence,  but  alas  !  that  was  all,  their  prafticc 
otherwife  being  but  very  grofs,  which  I  fhall  but  hint  at 
in  fliortt  When  great  Cameron  and  thefe  with  him, 
were  taking  many  a  cold  blaft  and  ftorm  in  the  field?^ 
and  among  the  cott-houfes  in  Scotland,  thcle  three  had 
lor  the  moft  part  their  refidence  lA  Glafgow,  where  they 
feund  good  quarters  and  a  full  table,  (which  I  doubt  not 
but  fome  beftowed  upon  them  from  real  aflfeclion  to  the 
Jjord's  caufe)  and  when  theie  three  were  together,  their 
greateft  work  was,  who  fhould  make  the  fineft  and  iharp- 
c (I  roundels,  and  break  the  quickeftjefts  upon  one  anor 
ther,  and  to  tell  what  valiant  afts  they  were  to  do,  and 
who  could  laugh  loudell  and  moft  heartily  among  them. 
4x?cl  when  at  anytime  they  camc-out  to  the  country, 

'>«Uat.ev^Mr 
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u-liatever  other  thing  they  had,  they  were  careful  C2d& 
of  them  to  have  a  great  flafk  of  Brandy  with  them  % 
which  tras  very  heavy  to  fome,  particulariy  to  ftlr.  C3a- 
meron,  Mr.  Cargill,  and  Henry  Hall :  I  fiiall  name 
BO  mcarc- 

l^ook  to  him  at  Bothwel  5  fo  far  from  ever  being  Tec-* 
koned  as  one  of  the  hone&  party  there,  that  he  made 
there  again  a  party  of  his  own,  ^iz.  after  our  firft  ox*-" 
fet  at  Glaigow,  when  we  called  a  counfcl  of  war,  ami 
examining  what  might  be  the  caufe  that  wc  were  hcdt 
off  there,  it  was  cohdefcended  on,  that  one  of  the  caul- 
es  was  our  having  that  unhappy  man  Thoma*  Weir  of 
Greenrigg  amougft  us,  who  was  a  trooper  at  Fentlandj, 
under  the  comniand  of  Dalziel  againfk  the  Lord's  piseplc^ 
without  giving  evidences  of  his  repentance.  Whereupon 
we  called  him  before  the  council  of  war,  but  he  after  fome 
high  words,  at  laft  deHred  to  be  excufed  from  giving  his 
mind  in  it  before  the  minifters  came  up,  Whcneopott 
he  parted  firom  us  and  went  away  to  Mr.  Barclay^  and 
made  his  complaint  to  him,  who  recdved  him  heartily, 
as  his,  General,  and  abufed  us  highly  for  dealing  fo  harih^ 
ly  (as  he  faid)  with  him*  So  we  Handing  to  our  pointy 
Greenrigg,  John  Haddow,  and  Mr.  Barclay  naadcit  par4 
ty  of  their  own,  and  declared  they  would  be  fiibje^  to 
none  *>  and  he  and  theyreilled  throtigh  the  country  :Si, 
that  while,  and  came  to  and  went  from  the  armyasthef 
lifted. 

Behoait 

*  Mr.  H^ckftoan  of  Rathillet  in  a  long  letter  upon  that  fdk 
je^  yet  exunt,  (hews  ihat  this  Greenrigg  and  fome  of  hisac- 
complicef  were  more  iaftrumental  in  the  ruin  of  the  Prefbytcrtni 
ar-py,  thJin  th.ey  .could  hare  been  if  they  had  be«n  avow^]|[ 
wi'h  MonnFi  uTh  ;  and  that  when  he  and  the  rcfl  of  the  eoiDpsk-* 
flies  came  up  ftom  ihe  bridge  he  found  the  ari^y  drawn  up  ve- 
ry wcli  and  in  good  orcier,  and  with  good  co^iragc  begun  their 
mo'jon  10  go  to  attack  thvfe  of  the  enemies  who  were  comepaft 
the  brid^'.c ;  \  which  appears  to  have  b*^ct^  no  bad  conduft,  if  if>ey 
had  done  it  timeoufl^  terore  the  whole  forces  could  be  in  a  coe« 
di'ioD  to  ft^hr)  but  lOKned  a!ely  a  cry  iirofe  through  tht  army» 
that  the  r  officers  were  gone  (viz.  ihefe  gentlemen  brought  ia 
by  Mefl'fl  Wdch,  Home,  5cc.)  which  put  a  itop  to  their  iRarch, 
Pfffcndy  Greeorigg,  &c.  with  two  troops  of  hoFle,  left  their 
flaMon  in  which  ihey  were  befoie,  and  went  to  the  front  of  t!ic 

Kit  hand  body  of  the  foot  ; and  oo  a  fuddeo,  (while  Mr, 

>{ainil;on  Wjis  reproving  him  and  <hcwir»j5r  hini  the  danger  of 
ftirh  a  pofition,  the  enemies  firing  their  cannon  mean  time)  th^ 
m'bole  tw^troeps  of  horfc?,  bciftg  about  140  in  cumber,  at  their 
ia!lleo^:i»  icuf  iaa  (aak>  whceied  tg^vard  the  Ik>(^^  o^  iVc 
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Behold  him  after  Bothwel,  and  you  will  find  him-  in 

England  amongft  the  plotters  and  fe^laries ^a  fedlari* 

an»  One  of  his  friends  coming  to  Holland^  brought  with 
him  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  John  as  a  perfpn 
of  great  worth,  who  ihortly  after  was  deteAcd  in  adul* 
tcry,  tsfc. 

Look  to  John  again  at  Utrecht^  how  he  appears  again 
under  the  maik  of  flraightnefs,  is^c^  Look  to  him  again 
at  Argyle's  counfel  table,  hearing  and  applauding  their 
Declaration,  isfc. 

Behold  him  now,  and  ye  will  find  him  belching  out 
his  ftomach  againft  your  poor  perfecuted  brethren,  and 
ftirring  his  tail  to  break  the  pleafant  remnant,  and  then 
he  and  his  allbciates  have  gained  their  point  \   where  I  ^ 

leave  him  f  • 

Truly  all  this  is  extorted  out  of  me,  from  my  foul's  ^ 
love  to  you  and  the  precious  caufe  of  Chrift,  which  I  J 
fiared  might  be  wronged  through  hl$  fubtilty«  And  Jt. 
what,  I  write  in  this,  as  I  have  de&red  to  eye  the  Lord  in  ^^ 
every  fentence  of  it ;  fo  he  knoweth  that  it  is  not  from  ^^ 
pailion  or  prejudice,  neither  am  I  writing  at  random^  ^ . 
being  cither  eye  witnefs  to  it  myfelf,  or  well  informed  5  ^5-  ; 
yea  I  doubt  not  but  there  will  be  fome  amongft  you  who  ^dsc 
will  know  all  or  moft  of  it.  As  I  faid  formerly,  had  it«=:9^^l 
not  been  for  your  vindication  and  truth's  alfo,  I  had  W^^ 
rather  defired  to  have  lien  under  the  reproaches,  than.^r:3Hn 
to  have  deigned  myfelf  to  have  anfwered  fuch  ftuff ;  fom^^r 
I  think  it  is  long  fince.  I  got  both  my  own  caufe  andf=^ 
of  enemies  fo  rolled  over  on  the  Lord,  that  ever  fince,  BET  I 
have  been  fo  far  from  vindicating  of  myfelf,  or  being^^^  g 

con a- 

fDOt,  Yfhinding  there  iotire)  and  rode  through  th(*m,  f  readio^j^s  ^8 
them  down,  and  fore  ng  the  reft  to  flee  ;  who,  together  wtth^"^  J> 
the  horfemen,  brake  aod  difurdercd  all  the  troops  drawn  op  be —  ^^' 

hind  ior  a  rcferye. And  he  adds,  whether  this  was  donede-^  '^' 

figncdly  or  not,  I  leave  to  others  to  judge,  and  betwixt  GocE:^  ^d 
and  them. — Thui  the  whole  left  hand  was  broken,  not  by  tne^  ^^ 
enemy,  bnt  by  thefe  who  profefTed  to  be  friends,  which  inevi —  ^- 
Ubly  occasioned  the  rutn  of  the  whole  army. — I  think  any  whoc^  ^ 
^ere  witne fTes  might  fee  the  hand  of  God  ^  making  rheic  wbcc^^  ^ 
oppofed  the  confefling  the  iins  of  the  land,  to  be  cbirfiy  inflra—  ^' 
mental  in  the  ruin  of  the  whole  army,  .6:c.  [This  Letter  wamu-^  ' 
written  10  anfwer  to  ft  faHe  information  given  by  one  of  cbie^^  ^ 
note,  andfcntto  Mr.  Robert  M*  Ward  in  Holland.] 

f  This  John  Haddow  was  formerly  a  merchant  in  DougTaf^*^ — ' 
He  §ot  little  entertainment  amongft  the  fccletier  while  Mr.  Ren—  *" 
Wick  Jived  ;  but  after  his  death,  he  by  fair  pretences  came  iat(^^ 
4!arour  wiih  many,  and  N^'iA^Capt^mm  Kn^\'%  legjiment. 
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rencemed  with  them^  that  their  belchings  are  no  trou^^ 
hie  to  me ;  aud  what  wonder  ?  feeing  the  Lord  is  fo  pal-% 
pably  taking  his  own  caufe,  people  and  intereft  in  his 
own  hand,  and  vindicating  all  better  than  all  the  fcrib- 
hlingSy  vindications  and  defences  of  the  whole  world 
could  have  done  it,  (at  the  writing  of  this  I  deiired  agaia 
to  lay  myfelf  before  him,  and  again  to  proteft  before 
him,  that  this  one  attempt,  which  he  knows  was  un- 
dertaken by  me  merely  for  his  glory,  the  vindication  of 
his  caufe  and  remnant,  might  not  make  him  change  his 
way  with  me). 

Odear  brethren,  the  work  of  the  day  is  to  be  takinjf 
with  guilt,  to  be  cleaniing  our  ways,  to  be  clearing  our 
accounts,  to  be  laying  our  hands  upon  our  mouth,  ly- 
ing, and  living  in  the  duft,  valiantly  keeping  our  ground^ 
and  employing  the  Lord  to  vindicate  his  own  glory^ 
caufe  and  followers,  and  to  wait  on  him  who  waits  to 
be  gracious  \  not  feeking,  but  trembling  to  be  deli  veredj^ 
until  truth  be  delivered  ;  not  fearing  enemies,  but  en- 
deavouring to  get  them  put  in  his  hand  :  Their  day  is 
coming,  and  fore  will  it  be.  Thus  I  have  given  inge- 
nuoufly  a  true  relation  of  thefe  two  particulars  relating 
to  Bothwel. 

As  for  that  accufation  tliey  bring  againft  me,  of  kil- 
fing  that  poor  man  (as  they  call  him)  at  Drumclog ;  I 
^y  eafily  guefs  that  my  accufers  can  be  other  but  K>me 
of  the  houfe  of  Saul  or  Shemei,  or  fome  fuch  rifen  a- 
S^in  to  efpoufe  that  poor  gentleman's  {Saul)  his  quar- 
■^1  againft  honeft  Samuel^  for  his   offering  to  kill  that 
EHxM-  man  Jigag^  after  the  king's  giving  him   quarters, 
8ut,  I  being  called  to  command  that  day,  gave  out  the 
^ord,  that  no  quarter  fhould  be  given  ;  and  returning 
Vt>ni  purfuing  Claverhoufe,  one  or  two  of  thefe  fellows 
^cre  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  a  company  of  our  friends, 
ind  fome  were  debating  for  quarters,  others  againft  it. 
Vone  could  blame  me  to  decide  the  controverfy,  arid  I 
iicis  the  Lord  for  it  to  this  day.     There  were  five  more^ 
:liat  without  my  knowledge  got,  quarters,  who  were 
brought  to  me  after  we  were  a  mile  from  the  place,  as 
naving  got  quarters, — which  J  reckoned  among  the  firft: 
[leppings  afide ;  and  feeing  that  fpirit  amongft  usat  that 
time,  I  then  told  it  to  fome  that  were  with  me  (to  my 
bcft  remembrance  it  was  honeft  old  John  Nift>et,  That  I 
feared.,  the  Lord  would  not  honour  us  to  do  much  for 
him.     I  &aU  only  fay  this,-^I  defire  to  blefs  his  holy 
'     C  c  nassL^ 
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name,  that  iince  ever  he  helped  me  to  fet  my  face  to  Irif 
'«rork>  I  never  had,  nor  would  take  a  flavour  from  ene- 
mies, -either  on  right  or  left  hand,  and  defired  to-  give 
as£ew» 

As  for  the  confiderable  fums  of  money  they  allcdgc  I 
received  for  the  ufe  of  the  luffering  remnant  in  Scotland, 
not  yet  comp  to  your  hands. — As  I  cannot  but  pity  that 
poor  company's  impudence  and  malice  ;  fo  I  cannqj^  but 
admire  the  wonderful  goodncfs  of  God  in  leading  fudi 
a  jfcor  wirlcfs  thing  as  me,  in  fuch  a  way  as  my  inno- 
cency  may  be  fo  caiily  vindicated,  tender  confeiences  fa 
fertly  fatisiied,  and  the  reproaches  of  enemies  fo  palpa- 
bly difcovered. 

After  I  was  diftnvned  ami  defertcd  by  all  my  country* 
men  in  Holland,  and  aU  pufliiiig  at  me  as  a  peft  in  the 
place  and  a  troubler  of  their  peace,  forefeeing  what  was 
brewing  am.ongft  them,  I  was  made  to  look  about  mc,^ 
and  to  lay  to  heart,  that  in  all  thefe  the  Lord  might  be 
calling  me  to  another  place.  So  aftef  'Ibme  deliberation,, 
1  refolved  to  go  to  Hungary,  to  Talkie  then  in  arms  for 
the  Proteftant  Intereft  ;  and  though  I  found  no  liberty  t«r 
join^ith  them,  yet  my  love  to  that  intereft  was  great* 
So  r  went  to  Utrecht^  and  amongft  others  to  that  great 
profefibr  Wit^tSy,  for  a  recommendation,  who  difuaded 
mc  much  from  it  upon  fcvenl  confiderations.  After- 
wards going  to  the  Hague ^  through  the  advice  of  fevc- 
ral  peribns  of  quality,  I  converfed  with  the  anibaffhdor* 
of  the  Duke  of  Brandenburgh,  Sweden,  &3*r.  But  when 
Itold  how  our  canfe  wa^?  ftated,  and  what  was  thcdifci- 
pline  of  our  army  in  Scotland ^  and  that  if  I  went  with 
them  I  behoved  to  have  the  fame  liberty  over  fuch  as  I 
might  command,  fo  that  the  laws  of  God  might  not  be. 
broken  unpunifhcd-,  tj'r.  But  they  told  me  if  I  fcrvcd 
their  mafter^t,  I  would  be  neceffitatcd  to  leave  my  confci- 
cnce  behind  me  and  take  the  caufe  as  I  found  it  \  whirli 
if  I  would  do  they  promilcd  me  great  encouragement, 

isfc, -Upon   which  fe\-eral  perfons  of  honour,  and 

fbme  of  them  I  believe  truly  godly,  difinaded  me  like- 
wife  from  meddling  with  them.  So  after  fome  toffint; 
in  my  own  mind,  I  retired,  and  ^ciired  to  lay  my  caie 
before  the  Lord,  who  I  found  d!U  much  countenance 
me  in  the  time;  and  when  coming  out  of  the  chamber} 
Friezland  was  caft  in  my  mind,  which  I  noTiced'fittlt  ut 
f.rft,  till  again  and  .again  it  was  borne  in  upon  me;  yet 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  place,  nor  of  any  one  in  it, 

I  coald 
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1  could  not  underftand  what  it  might  be.     So  I  came  in- 
to the  houfe,  and  taking  the  occa^on  with  feme  frieiMis 
then  prefent,  to  give  them  a  more  foil  infonRarroa  of 
Scotland's  caufc  and  wreftlings,  yet  I  found  FriezUind 
ftill  iTorking  in  nw  breaft,  till  I.  was  forced  to  tell  them 
,   of  it,  which  with  foine  amazement^  looking  upon  one 
:   another^  they  all  cried  out^  that  was  tihe  place  I  behov- 
:    ed  to  go  to,  and  they  hoped  it  was  of  the  Lord  :  So  o- 
i   iher  friends  of  quality  coming  in,  they  all  applauded 
V  the  motion^  and  they  promifed  to  write  letters  of  re- 
•   commendation  ;  which  they  did« 

So  jnetuming  to  Utrecht,  I  gave  an  account  of  what 
hadpafled  at  the  Hague  to  Profcffor  Whfius,  which-  he 
.  approved  of,  and  told  me  that  Friezland  was  the  place, 
f    — ^Thus  ^eing  ib  much  of  the  Lord's  haod  in  it,  I  enr- 
f    braced  theoccafion,.  and  he  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to 
^    thePr/W^  of  i'ViVzAsfW.inmy  favour,  and  gave  me  ano- 
t    ther  toMr.  Braekel* — So  i  came  to  Amjierdmn  to  Mr. 
J  •  Kooleman^  who  told  me  he  had  received  the  letters  from 
z   the  Hague  ;  and  when  I  dcfired  him  to  read  the  dirc£K- 
9   ons  of  them,  he  told  me   they  were  all,  fave  one,  to 
t,:  Coccf/zim  *,  which  although  he  made  noicruple  of,  yet 
i:^  after  parting  with  him,  and  taking  (hip  ior  FriezlanJ^ 
i  there  arofeaftormin  myfpirit,  that   llhould  be  cariy- 
-,:  ing  letters  to  fuch  as  were  diiaifefted  to  the  caufe  of  GoM, 
•.    — And  after  fome  tofEngs  of  this  nature,  I  was  matle  to 
f    tjke  the  Lord  to  witneis,  that  as  formerly  he  had  made 
r, .  me  ei'cr  averfe  from  taking  favours  from  any  that  were 
.    not  of  hi^way,  and  tohlefs  his  M.ijefty,  that  to^^isday 
k     I  was  fo  far  from  rueing  it,  that  I  delired  ftill  to  be  IcA 
iu  I  he   fame  way,  and  that  it  was  not  mylelf,  eafe  or 
livelihood  in  the  world  that  I  was  (eeking,  but  Kis  glory, 
and  the  good  of  his  ciuife  ;  fo  1  defined  that  he  might 
iiill  keep  voit  as  a  witneis  for  him  in  all  places  he  took 
me  unto^  and  particularly  to  this  pUice  I  was  going  tor, 
whatever  hardihips,  ttraits  or  difticulties  I  might  he  ex- 
pofed  unto*     Sol  made  a  new  furrender  o^  myfelf  unfo 
him  with  my  dcfolate  cafe  and  all  the  ingredients  of  my 
cup,  as  foriaken  of  friends,  acquaintances- and  country- 
men, weakness  of  body  tlirjugli  long  and  heavy  ficknefs, 
knd  foul*exercife  with  m\  prefent  ftraits*,  i  not  li'aving 
C  e  a  %o 

•  This  is  a.fe^,  fo  called,  who  were  follower*  of  oneCoc* 
ciiis,  whodf  nyed  the  moral  obli^(t;>o  of  the  iQ\ic\&.QbQ&QMii 
lipon  C:britT:ans  u/>drr  the  new  T^flamcnt. 

I  Tbis  spfcifs  iQ  A«rc  beca  ia  the  yc«r  16^1  \ 


204      Mff  Rohrt  Hamilton's  Letter 
t0  fluintain  me  eight  days  longer^  C5V.     Tet  notw^  ^ 
fiaodiiig  of  all  thefe,  I  defired  to  blefs  h\$  great  nstmni, 
|br  holding  me  up  and  carrying  me  through  To  hoaquz  j^-« 
bly,  Ttnd  that  I  w^s  willing  to  ferve  him  m  the  meanei^ 
employment,  to  beg,  ycji'to  die  for  him  i  and  myde/ir* 
yns  only  tl^at  I  might  be  for  him  and  riot  for  anothe^» 
vnd  tp  t>e  fecpt  from  offending  him,  from  iin,  and  fror^ 
ihare^.     I  muft  fay  to  his  praife,  1  Had  a  ftreet  tinae  of  i  "^^^ 
:    So  coming  to  laiid  in  VundernuayfCi  principality,  wh  ^  ^ 
was  Pripce  of  Friezland,  wl^o  was  a  great  Cocccian,  ^^^ 
poft'by  Franickery  (to  whom  the  moft  of  my  letters  r^^' 
commendatory  were)  and  went  dircftly  to  L^warden  x,^^^ 
^•^ackeli  who  I  heard  yras  an  c^pofer  of  the  C^cei — ^~ 
fms  5  who,  when  I  came  to  his  houfc  was  nqt  at  home  -^^? 
but  I  with  the  little  Dutch  J  then  had,  fliewed  her'that^  -•* 
J  had  letters  to  her  hufbsoid,  and  left  her,  (and  as  hi^^  • 
told  me  afterw^d,  when  be  came  I^ome,  his  wife  iirfof— ^^^ 
incd  him  of  ^e  aboye^faid  ipatter,  and  he  going  tp  hS^   ^^ 
floiet  alone,  it  was  ftrongly  borne  in  upon  him  that  b         ** 
ihould  receive  me  into  his  houfe,  and'  thaf  I  was  on 
the  Lord  bad  fent  to  the  place,  and  that  he  ihould  li 
kind  to  me,     So  he  returning  from  his  clofet^  dcfiriL    ^ 
his  wifp  to  retain  me  ftiU  if  I  came  again  when  lie  wa— ^ 
abfent.    When  I  returned  again,  I  found  himi  within^^> 
fnd  I  met  with  ui^fpe^kable  kindnefsi  from  him,  preflin:^      g 
pie  to  lodge  with  them,  which  I  did  for '^hc  fpacc  of  fi^ — x 
lireel^s,     After  foipe  conference  alone,  concerning  fh^^e 
caufe  an4cafe  of  the  chiirch  of  Scotl^d  j  4ie  alfp  ga^^^e 
an  account  of  the  cafe  of  their  church,  and  of  the  gre^^sat 
differences  l^et'^xt  Vandiirwaya  and  him,  andthe  rdl^^^p* 
the  Coeceians^^     So  I  was  n)adc>  not  only  to  blcfs  the  Loi — ="4 
for  dircfting  me.  firft  to  Mr.  Brackel,  but  alfo  to  fc     -se 
inyfelf  engaged  in  conftience.  to  witnefs  againft  Vandcm  — ^*^ 
wMyti  and  that  party,  as  occafion  ihould  offer,  coft  irr. — ^e 
^hat  it  would.     So  I  told  Mr.  Brackel  of  my  defign,  an^^t* 
f/my  h;^ving  letters  toV^nderwayn  :  He  approved  of  i  -^^ 
Jmt  withal  tpld  me,  that  it  would  not  only  cut  me  o^^^ 
^rom  all  expeAations  which  friends  had  of  my  prefc;==^*' 
jQcnt  in  this  court  in  ^i'riezland  ;  but  might  alfo  cbntr-^" 
bateto  render  ixiy  abode  in  this  place  dangeipoiis^         ^ 
told  hini^  j(  was  iveither  livelih^d,  li|e,  fec^rity  nov  fvC^^^ 
lerinent  that  I  fp  ^uch  Ipoke^  aftey,  proyiding  I  migh»-^ 
but  be  honoured  through  grace  to  be  a  witnefs  in  nmy     j 
gc;9ei:ation  for  Chrift  and  h^  catife.^e: — The  next  day  /      / 
mmttp  JFranclcr,  not  only  tha^  \  udght  cxoncr  mjr^K       ^ 
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jfkj  friends  hands  at  the  Hague ,  but  aUb  exoner  laf 
u'confcience.  So  coming  to  Vanderwayn^  hefentfor 
?  early  in  the  morning,  taking  me  to  a  room  alone^ 
C0I4  me  of  his  greatnefs  and  n^yen,  and  how  he 
lid  advance  me  to  great  preferment,'  (which  was  true) 
C  withal  he  fai4>  that  Mr,  Kopleman  was  dealing  very 
prudently  in  oppofipg  him  in  a  great  reformation  ; 
ich  I  looked  up>oh  as  a  fair  door  to  difcoyer  my  mind. 
aid,  I  looked  upon  Mr.  Kooleman  as  a  faithful  wit- 
(s  tor  Chrift,  againft  the  errors  and  defefUons  that 
re  like  to  overwhelm  the  churcli  of  the  Ketherlanis  : 
Jch  I  found  made  him  infiantly  weary  of  me ;  yet  he 
)mired  to  be  my  friend,  "Whereupon  I  left  him,  with- 
t  feeking  l^s  favours. 

The  week  following,  Mr.  Braekel  tryfted  to  hi$  houie 
'Cral  friends  pf  the  bcfl  note,  and  beft  aSefled  in  the 
tee,  to  come  and  fee  me,  to  whom  I  gave  an  account 
Latin  (Mr.  Brackcl  mean  time  turnihg  it  into  Dutch 
thein)  of  ^e  caufe  and  cafe  of  the  cn^ch  of  Scot- 
d^'whichaflFefted  them  much.  At  lai^  they  pro- 
led  4  way  how  I  ihould  be  maintained  amongli  thern^ 
1  to  give  n^e  doaths  and  all  things  necefTaizy,  (of  which 
yrSx^  I  was  very  bare)  iand  that  for  the  honour  of  the 
Jk  they  would  h^ve  m^  clac^  in  the  moil  fafhionabk 
de,  and  a  fervant  or  two  to  attend  me.  I  told  thejii^ 
ir  zeal  for  the  Lord'«  caufe,  and  fympathy  with  mc 
{  very  encouraging,  but  I  could  not  afTent  to  their 
pofab  ;  for  as  i  was  a  witnefs  and  a  fufierer  (though 
ft  unworthy)  for  Chrift  ;  and  as  I  had  ever,  fo  yet  I 
lilted  it  my  greatefl  honour  and  glory,  and  moll  ad- 
Ltageous  for  bis  caufe,  to  be  like,  the  condition  my^ 
rr  mother  church  and  her  children  were  in,  who  were 
far  from  having  fupcrfluitie?,  that  they  were  reduced 
the  greateft  itraits,  ;  fo  Igot  them  with  difficulty  dif- 
ded  from  it,  and  wholly  tq  lay  afide  any  fervants  for 
,  and  only  to  take  off  fuch  doaths  whofe  gravity  and 
ricty  might  fpeak  forth  my  coming  froni  a  perfecutcd 
irch  :  But  I  told  them,  that  what  they  hs^d  been  dc- 
mining  forme  of  that  nature,  they  might  have  ocxr^-t 
%XOi  employ  it  much  better  on  my  poor  perfecuted 
ithxien  \  and  alfo,  that  it'  had  ever  been  n^  dcilre  to 
a  wituefs  and  contender  >fo£  the  Lord  ag^inil  all  the 
f  of  the  place  where  Iw^,  tchethei^t  home  or'abroad, 
ich  jf  the.  Ijord  hdped  xsA  to  do,  (as  it  w?.s  iny  great 
Ssc  he  xaight)  thcj  would  h:ivc  cuouc^h  xo  do  to  tCAvrv^f 
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tim  me  fpariugly,  (irhicb  they  then  thought  impoffibleVi 
j«t  fioce  they  have  oft^n  found  it  true),  for  as  I  heard 
there  were  many  Coeceians  in  the  kmd,  and.  alfo  multi-' 
tpdjcs^of  fc^bries,  ag^inft  whom  \  defired  through  the 
.  li|M:d'*gracetQteftifj!^„  in  jny  ftation  and  capacity  npoft 
all  occafions^  and  delircdthem  to>.take  nothing  from  a- 
my  of  them  for  my  fupply,.  otherwife,  if  I  knew  of  it,, 
it  would  necfiflitate  me  to  caft  myU;^^  again  upon  God's 
frovidence>.  and  to  wander  through  the  reft  of  the  worlds 
itefore  any  out  of  God's  way  fliould  have  it  to  lay,  that 
Hhcy  didmc,,  or  the  perf^uted  people  and  caufc  of  Gcxl 
a  favocir, 

Vatrtkrwayn  coming  afterward  to  Leewardenj.  enquire 
fed  for  mty — and  faid  to  Mr,  Brackel,  though  he  coiUd 
Jiot  as  yet  advance  me  fo  creditably  as  he  intended,  yet 
ic  would  liberally  contribute  for  my  honourable  fraying 
anooiig  them*  Whereupon  Mr.  Brackp:,  as  I  had  defir- 
ctlj.  t3oldhim  my  unfrecnefs  to  tjike  any  thing  from  Coc« 
ceiansy  looking  upon  it  as  the  only  teftimony  th^  I  could 
fiMTthe  prefent  give  againft  them.  Which  ye  may  think, 
Jie  took  not  very  well,  and  after  that  he  nor  none  of 
tliat  paaty  ever  owned  me«  As.  for  the  other  fiftaries  I 
iKTf cr  had  the  temptation  from  them,  they  Iveaping  what 
is.  related  above, 

•  After  I  was  fettled  in  Mr.  BrackeVs  houfe,  I  laid  out 
IByi^lf  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  to  inform  them  of  the 
iraie  of  my  poor  mother  church  v  and  finding  what  ac» 
ceptance  it  had  amongft  them,.!  fent  home  letters  to  you 
my  deareft  brethren,  of  all  that  the  Lord  had  done  for 
ine,  that  fo  J  might  have  your  s^Jvice  how  to  move  moft 
advantageoufly  for  your  behoofs,  though,  as  ye  know, 
1  had  formerly  but  veryfmall  encouragement  from  that 
land.  So  all  the  lix  weeks  I  lodged  with  ISh**  Uj-ackel, 
1  received  not  one  ftiver  from  him  nor  any  other,  all  the 
money  that  'Nvas  qoUefted  beii?g  brought  in  to  Mr»  Brac- 
kel, who  bought  cloths  and  other  neceffaries  with  it,^'  as 
he  did  ever  after,,  fo  long  as  he  ftaid  in  this  place  :  And 
when  I  went  to  Ilolland  upon  fome  buiinefs  once,  he 
ffi^t  me  only  fo  much  money  as  he  thought  would  bear 
Iffiy  charges  5  of  which  I  faved  as  much  as  I  could  out  of 
jony.  own  bcUy,  to  give  it  to  a  fuffering  family  then  at  • 
iftt^echt^  (K — ^-*'s)  who  were  little  my  friends  thcn» 
My  frieiKls  in  L^ warden  providing  forme  a  piivate 
rliamber,  I  ftaid  there  three  months,  ami  Mr^  Brjtlricel 
igr^-iwds  appointmeut,  ]fai4  x^ie.  Oaax^ca  ^\ix  ^^  ^he 
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cdlle&ed  monef,  which  I  managed  fo  fparlngly  that  I 
call  mylclf  into  lickneis,  &V- 

My  worthy  brother  Eaiiftouii's  family  commg  over  t* 
Rotterdam,  i  was  fent  by,  friends  with  fo  much  msmnsf 
as  CO  bear  their  charges  to  Leewardea.  When  wc  fcamie 
there,  an  houfe  was  provided  for  us  ;  all  the  moiuey  for- 
-our  liiaintaiiiaiure  was  given  into  Mr.  IkackeU  who  gave 
k  monrhlvy  or  quarterly  to  my  dear  fifter  EarL&oun,  as 
]ie  judged  might  fobcrly  maintain  us  as  A]frerers;indeod; 
and  though,  bleiTed  be  the  Lord,  there  was  enough  of 
ir,  yet  we  had  notliing  to  fpare  ;  as  for  me  I  meddleA 
nothing  witli  their  money,  neither  got  I  any  cither  from 
l^Ir.  brackcl  or  any  other*  Thus  we  lived  until  my  br<>- 
thcr.Earlftoun  went  to  Scotland, 

Shortly  after,  worthy  Mr,  RenwickTs  orfiinatfon  iii» 
ling  ui,  and  Mr.  Brackel  giving  me  a  letter  of  recoa- 
aicndation  to  Groni/rgr/iy  and  Ewbden^  fo  I  left  Lee^txur^ 
dtfif  and  .the  poor  family  amongll  ftrangers.     Mr.  Bmc-' 
kel  giving  me  as  much  money  as  be  thought  w<n»ld  car- 
ry me  to  EmbriM,  yet  upon  the  account  of  my  differing 
with  him  in  the  way  of  the  ordination  of  Mr,  Renwkk^ 
(as  i  wrote  to  you  foraicrly)  his  allowance  was  fo  Iktlc 
at  this  time,  that  a  friend  in  I^cvv;irdcn  icnt  after  meat 
little  more  to  hel^  me;  this  was  all  tjic  money  I  .goat 
fn)m  any  foul  in  Frieiland,  except  as  I  have  told  ycnt 
from  IVlr.  Brackel,  coming  to  Groningen,  jud  makinrig 
ready  for  worthy  Mr.  R^nwick's  ordination. 

In  my  way  to  Embden,  having  the  occafion  to  fpeak 

^ith  t^Yo  miniftcrs,  (though  4lrangers  to  me,  yet  layiag 

<>cr  the  cafe  of  our  church  to  them)  when  I  was  gone 

•ney  made  a  colleftion,  and  fent  it  to  the  minifter  Fhl^ 

^^^i^jus^  in  Groningen,  and  he  fent  it  to  Mr^  BrackeL 

VVhcp  I  came  to  Embden  I  laid  out  the  char^  of 

'"^-'otland's  reformat«'an,caufc,  and  fiiffcrings,  untothenx, 

j^J  which  they  mofl-  affcftionately  accepted,  ofFerhig  t» 

.•^y  out  themfeJves  for  yotfir  relief; — thry  dciired  thjft  i^ 

**"»  compjmy  with  one  of  the  fninlfters  wc»uld  go  to  thr 

^'^xmrry  to  their  frietwls  and  lay  out  our  cafe  to  them^ 

-  ^*«at  fo  every  one  of  them  might  deliver  the  money  fo- 

^"'^'rally  to  iriyfelf.      Which  overture   I  rcfuTcd,    telling 

^''i*2m  tliat  if  the  caufe  itfelf  moved  them  not,  my  pre- 

-^Jce  would  never  do  it.     But  I  propolod  that  the  mi- 

^^iftersi  ml;iht  l.iy  ir  out  before  the  people,    and  thca 

^  1  *at  cv'cr  yone,  as  the  Lord il j ould mov e  iIaCUXj Iho'Aldbmvf^ . 
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itinto  Mr«^//^^A/ff,theelcieftminifter,andthathefhoiiU 
iend  it  fealed  to  Mr.  Brachel^  or  to  me  at  Gnmingen  %  to 
which  they  condefcended.  At  the  fametime  alfo  iMx.Aler^ 
daiH  wrote  to  his  acquaintances  in  Rotterdam,  to  make 
VL  coUeftion  for  you,,  and  to  fend  it  to  me»  which  thcjr 
<did^  coUefling  three  hundred  Gilders,  and  not  having 
a  direction  to  fend  it  to  me,  they  went  to  one  of  the 
&ots  minifters  in  the  town,  to  get  a  dire6Uon,  who  de- 
£red  that  they  might  give  it  to  him,  and  he  fbould  dif^ 
poie  upon  it  to  fufferers :  as  for  me,  they  iaid,  and  that 
party  I  was  agenting  for  we  were  but  a  pack  of  murder* 
crsy  and  erroneous  perfons,  (s^r.  So  this  is  another  o£ 
the  good  turns^  ye  had  by  the  plotters ;  alfo,  the  faicE 
Idr  Allderdain  wrote  to  a  minifter  of  his  acquaintance: 
at  Bremia^  who  fent  dghty  Ducatoons  to  Mr.  Brackel 
£>r  you,  which  indeed  I  never  faw^  nor  knew  of  it,  un^ 
til  Mr.  Bracket  was  gone  to  Rotterdam,  neither  did  it  e^ 
Tercome  to  your  hand.  This  was  all  the  money  that  e^ 
"verwas  lent  to  you  or  me  from  any  foreign  churchy  o  ^ 
perfon  in  the  world,,  favc  Embden  and  Friefiand. 

Sbretummgto  Groningen,  (the  time  of  Mr.  Reift. 
'mck's  ordination  drawing  near)  after  fome  days  ther^ 
the  money  came  from  Embden  as  they  had  promifed  \9f\ 
the  poft,  fealed :  whereupon  I  took  Mr.  Montandan-B 
who  had  the  overfight  of  our  fhidents,  and  caufed  hivi 
to  tell  it,  and  I  brought  the  money  again  fealed  to  M!x 
Brackel,  who  told  me  that  feverals  in  Friefland  had  cc^l 
ie£bed,  and  that  all  the  money  was  to  be  brought  in  -fc' 
himv  and  after  all  was  got,  it  was  told  and  fealed,  airx< 
delivered  over  to  Mr.  Renwick  and  our  friend  Geor^ 

HIIF. ^Thus  parting  with  Mr.  Renwick,  I  thought    t:< 

have  refted  my  wearied  tofled  body  with  my  dear  liftex"^ 
and  the  family  at  Leewarden,  but  in  a  little  time  tln« 
new?  of  my  dear  brother  Earlftoun's  being  taken  came  ^^ 
my  ears,  which  neceffitated  my  fifter  Earlftoun  and  rcic 
to  part  for  want  of  money,  being  loath  to  put  friends  t^ 
unneceflary  charges,  and'  my  other  fifter  Jean  took  tl>^ 
charge  of  the  family  f,  ^c. 

After 

f  Uert  lie  pivft  a  relation  o'  xht  way  ihty  loft  the  rriemiftif? 
of  Mr.  Brackei ;  wh»ch  in  (hort  was  thus.  A  coogreg^'ioo  'O 
Rotterdam  being  yacant,  the  rainiftcrs  and  people  pccordiog  w 
cuftom,  nominated  three  godly  miniftcrs,  out  ot  \vhich  one  was  ' 
to  be  chofeo,  but  the  magiiirates  calt  all  the  three,  and  influ- 
ctieed  by  the  Prince  of  Otatkg^t*  vhey  without  the  confcot  cf  roeft 
part  of  raifliilfcu  and  PsopU,  ®wc  ^Ca\\\ft  ^t .  V>\ifilLelt  which 
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Aftei:  ISfr*  Bracfecl  was  gone  to  kotterdam,  the  few; 

tirTio  remained  firm  friends  to  youj  the  p6or  family  and 

mc  (notwithftanding  of  all  the  efforts  of  him  and  others 

to    prevent  it)  brought  in  what  they  coUefted  for  the  &- 

ij-iHy  to  a  w6rthy  old  gentlewoman's  hand  (as  before  to' 

MTr.  BrackeVs)  who  hath-  taken  the  managemerit  o!f  our 

feii-nily,  and  ihe  gives  it  to  my  Cfter;     And  iltiibugh^' 

tlx^  be  but  few,  yet  are  willing  to  contribute  tO^eir 

<»vn  ftraitehing  for  maintaining  tis :  But  blefied  be  this 

L-ord,  who  deals  well  with  us,  not  only  helping  lis  to  bfe 

^^"itnefles  for  him  in  a  ftrange  land  ;  but  alfo  in  this,  that 

W'cr  have  ho  more  friends  than  his  caufe  and  our  dcir 

brethren  at  home  have  ',  and  that  we  ire  net  obliged  Iti 

?riy,  biit  fuch  as  count  it  their  honour  bofh  to  fuffer  aiiX 

fyiTipjithize  with  us,  upon  the  Caufe's  accpunt.     As  atif 

evidence  of  which j  wlien  I  was  to  print  the  PrOteitat3oi<; 

a^gairtft  the  Scotch  Congregation  in  Ro'tfeVdam,  I.  lic/t 

hav/ng  (o  much  money  in  the  world  to  pay  it,  yet  I  Te- 

Tolved  it  fliould  be  done  ;  hoping  th6  Lord  wodld  fend 

ni'-i  fome  little  part  of  my  dear  lifter  Jean's  patrimpny, 

•^iit  one  of  our  friends  getting  notice  of  it,  begged  o'iTnie 

l^ut  to  have  the  honour  to  have  fo  much  hand  irl  that  tef- 

^iriony  as  to  pay  the  Printer,  which  was  ten  or  t^efvfe 

Gilders ;  and  afterward  when  1  gave  that  perfon  two  or 

^ree  copies  of  it,  they  immediately  trariflated  it  hlto 

^utch,  and  caufed  bind  the  hiftory  of  the  Indulgenee,! 

^J^c  Caufes  of  the  Lord's  Wrarh,  and  the  faid  Protcfta^ 

^*02i  in  one  volume,  calling  it  their  Vade  Mecuftu 

D  d  Thna 
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ij^ftgaied  Mr,  Hamilton  to  deal  for  them  with.  Mr.  Bracket  to 
^•iWadehim;   which  he  accordingly  did,  boih  b '^  word  and 
^fit,  (hrwing  by  mjuy  arguments  the  evil  olacceprtnp  6i  fuch 
ji  Cscll  •  «>h'ch  gicatfy  ircenfed  him  ag;4tr)ft  Mr.  "Hamiltoii,  and 
*^r  which  caufe,  he  (et  hin>rc]f  afierWardf,  10  oppofe  both  him 
^'"•d  the  Sccietics  in  ScoiUrd  ro the  nt^errooft of  lb  power,  and 
^flociaiing  with  the  Plotters,  {viz.  Monmouth  md  Argyle)1ie 
Varmly  received,  and  entertained  all  their  reproacihcs  of  the  So- 
cieties, ^c,  and  givin;?  to  them  and  their  frierKis  the  money  that 
\id  been  col}'.^ted  in  Krema,  and  Friefl<ind,  which  was  depoiitrd 
in  hie  hand,  for  the  behoof  o^  the  fufierin^i^  Remnant  fto  Scotland, 
and  the  fupi>ort  of  Earlftoun's  family,  &c.  wlicfcby  Mr.  Ha- 
iniftOD,  and  that  fam  !y  wcic  reducrd  to  flrai's,  ahd'alfo  tjiofe 
who  continued  their  firm  frien  's.    So  dangerous  a  tiling  «  h  to 
oppofe  many  men  in  luch  things  whcreiD  ;heir  worldly  ftlf^ia- 
ccrcft  is  cooccroed* 
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Thus  you  have  an  account  of  all  the  money  that^ner 
I  had  for  priflting  either  teftiinotiieSy  or  any  othqr  book,, 
from  any  living ;  yea  it  b  fo  far  falfe,  thati  fhould  have" 
received  money  tot  j^riidting  the  teftimonies^  that  I 
chink  befide  yourfelves^  I  never  fpoke  to  any  in  the 
VorM  of  printing  thcm>  finding,  ftiyfetf  every  way  unfit 
for  it,  fuppofe  I  had  money^ 

.  And  when  I  went  laft  to  Emh'den  upon  your  accoirr^s 
9nd  having  but  a  {paring  aSowante,  I  went  moft  of  the 
Vay  on  foot,  about  forty  or  fifty  mi£es,  carrying  bread 
aind  cheefe  with  mt^ar^mj  fupport,  left  I  fhould  fpend 
any  of  t&e  money  colleA^ed  for  Scotch  ftifferers ;  and 
when  Mr.  Alerdainknx.  the  faft  cOlIe£ttoir  feakd  for  me^ 
to  Leewarden  by  the  poft,,  and  with  it,  he  tent  to  me 
l^n  Gildiers  unfeailed,  which  alfo^  tk)get^h€r  with  the  funs 
that  was  fealed,  and  the  two-  hundred  and  fifty  Gilder? 
from  fix  friends  in  Leewardenr,  I  fent  all  home  to  you' 
with  our  friend  Robert  ■  ',  this  I  mention  only  ta 
kt  you  &e  what  c^re  the  Lord  hath  had  of  poor  me  m 
ibat  affair^  he'  knowing  well  that  I  was  to  be  reproach- 
^  on  this  account. 

In  the  mean  time  whSe  I  was  waiting  at  Leewarden 
for  the  money  from  jEr*i^rff«,  £5V.  the  old  Tyrant  Cha- 
rles wrote  to  the  ftates  of  HoUand,  that  they  mifeht 
fend  me,  and  fome  others  over  to  him,  which  grejitly 
troubled  the  land ;  yet  amongft  all  my  relations,  and 
country  men  in  Holland,,  there  was  not  one  wrote  to  me 
of  my  hazard^  though  it  was  public  a  long  time,  before 
It  heard  of  it  •.  Yet  the  Lord  moved  a  great  perfbn  in  Lee- 
warden to  fend  me  notice  privately  of  my  hazard,  defir- 
ing  me  to  retire  «ut  of  the  provinces,  whereupon  I  re- 
iblved  to  keep  myfelf  privately  in  my  own  heufe,  till  I 
had  got  the  money  forelaid^  gathered.  But  immediate- 
ly I  was  again  advertifed  by  another  perfon  of  quality  ii* 
the  place,  that  there  were  feveral  Englifh  men  in  the 
town,  and  in  the  provinces^  waiting  to  catch  me,  which 
greatly  alarmed  our.friends,,  not  knowing  where  to  ad- 
vife  me  to  go,  yet  there  was  one  perfbn  adventured  ta 
harbour  m^in  whofe  houfc  I  abode  fix  weeks,  in  the 
cold'  winter,  without  fire,  and  o&en  without  light  for 
fccrecy,  the  one  half  of  the  family  not  knowing  I  wa^ 
there.  Thu^  I  abode  until  the  news  of  the  Tyrant's 
iteath  came,  which  made  the  enemies  pack  away,  and  I, 
through  the  Lord-s  good^cfs  was  liberate. 

Now 
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K0W9  much  honoured  of  the  Lor4i  I  We  ^ivcn  yon 
ja$  in  his  prefence  a  faithful  account  of  aU  the  moi^cy 
that  ever  I  received,  either  upcm  my  own,  or  your  ac- 
count fincc  I  came  to  prl^land :  And  as  I  defirc  to  praifc 
the  Lord,  and  ^  rejoice  that  ever  I  was  honoured  tp 
ierve  jthe  meanejR:  of  you,  in  fo  honourable  a  caufe  \  fo 
aIlthe,reproaches  th^t  Satan  and  his  inftrument^  can 
caft  upon  me,  (though  alas,  it  is  you,  and  the  caufe  of  . 
Chrift,  through  me  they  thruft  at)  I  hope  (hall  not  make 
ine  repent,  or  hinder  me  forjJie  Cutvr«e  tp  ferye  you  in 
the  Lord'sicaufe  to  the  utijaojft  of  n^y  capacity,     I  defijrc 
to  blefs  and  praif^  him  for  tjie.  way  he  has  led  worthlefs 
ivitlefs  me  \^  hi^ertp,  and  sdthpugh  now  in  a  very  poor 
,;and  defoliate  cafe^  yet  I  would  not  ex^change  my  lot  for 
tiie  beft  of  ;ny  enemies  \  but  I  look  on  perf^cutions  and 
reproaches,  my  clouted  fhoes,  and  clouted  poat,  meaa 
diet,  and  bare  purfe,  which  I  bear  for  Chrift's  caufe,  as 
snore  honourable*  than  all  the  ri^h  buff,  embroidered 
gold,  and  filver  laced  co^ts^  with  thp  yaft  fuins  of  mo-, 
iiev',  procured  by  Monmoiath's  and  hrgfW^  msn  from 
feiQ^ies,  paplfts^  ^^alignants,  ^d  the  mdjulged,  and  o*.- 
ther  enemies  of  the  J^ord's  caufe,  at  b^me,  and  abroad; 
with  which  (fince  their  defeat)  dn^  JImbs  of  AiUichrift 
arc  now  making  themfelves  merry;    Whereas,  the  lit- 
tle portion  ^at  the  Lor4  honoured  me  to  h^ve  a  hand.: 
in  coliedting  for  you,  efcry  (ixpence  whereof  (praife  to 
his  name)  did  bear  a  testimony  for  Chrift  upon  it,  and 
«^s  made  ^f<^ful  for  his  poor,  little|  naked,  contemned, 
j|nd  perfecu^ed  flock  ^  and,  as  I  haye  told  you^  fuch  wa^. 
xny  defire  to  hgye  the  fympathy  of  thp  givers,  proclaim- 
ed amongft  you,  and  to  have  them  inpludeq  in  your 
prayers,  that  I  would  never  take  ^  fixpepce  of  it,  for  my*   ■ 
own  expences,  yea  though  it  mijgh(  hay^  been  counted 
jBQ  wrongdpne  to  pither  you,  or  them,  if  I  had  fent  dear 
brother  lEarlJlouny  now  fo  long  a  prifonq:  for  Chrift|  and 
my  dear  iifter,  hi^  bed-fellow,  fomewhat  of  it,  without 
your  allowance ;  yet  to  this  day  I  was  never  able  to  fend 
lliem  a  doit  of  my  own  j  fo  I  did  never  take  the  liberty 
to  fend  to  them  a  turner,  nor  tjxe  worth  of  it  of  yours, 
but  left  that  to  ypupfelres. 

My  dearefcbrethren,  and  fellow-fuffcrers  for  Chrift,' 

though  I  be  loth  to  make  a  blowing-horn  of  ipj  ftraits^  " 

left  enemies  rejoice  thereat,  and  blelTed  be  the  nanjc  of 

tJ^c  Lord,  I  am  for  from  repining,  but  rather  rejohnng 

•  in  my  lot,  yet  to  uft  a  Yitth  freedom  with  you  \  tbfcAVwv^ 
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tbat  made  iis  ^eifire  pur  friend  Robert  Spiers  Qvqr,  was 
ifi'^fce  mlg^  M^th  hold  in  fomewhat  to  us,  a^d/wift  j 
ihmething  ror  bur  maintainapce  ^  &r  friends  with  the.  t^aps  ^ 
in.  their  eyes  have  oft  told  uis  what  ftraits  they  yere  ii^  ^ 
wkji  us,  anc{  that  they  had  with  great  difficulty  got  fojngw  ^ 
iH^oaths  For  us,  but  were  not  able  to  make  thexn ;  to  that    .^^ 

Robert  c^me  feafonably  to  us,  and  is  mending  ^nd  fe^-    . 

|ng  to  us^  ever  ii/ice  hie  pame,     Within  thefe  two  days  ^ss; 
jny  fitter  was  with  our  friends  who  told  her  the  bittern  4 
n?fs  of  all  againft  you  and  us,  and  alfo  the  caufe  o£" 
Cb^rift ;  and  thpt  tjie  plotters  fince  they  papie  gyer  to 
HoJIand  are  fpreading  the  report,  that  the  fiiffcrings  q| 
Scotland  now  are  nothing  and  th?it  ye  are  in  fukiels  of  ;d|^E4 
things,  and  that  I  get  grpat  futns  of  money  from  yeu> 
^  id  that  thereby  our  family  wanted  for  nothing  which 
our  dear  friends  faid  was  fo  well  believed  in  their  landsL 
that  they  ^new  nt)t  what  would  become  of  us,  and  th^it 
it  was  very  grieving  to  them,  to  fee  and  he:u'  it. 

O  loving  brethren  this  is  not  to '  difcourage  you,  npt; 
that  I  and  the  poor  family  are  regrefing  our  lot ;  qo,  If« 
raePs  pprtipu  is  yej  to  the  fore,  a  large  and  broad  inhc- 
ritanice :  But  rather  defirq  to  ^lory  therein,  and  to  lay 
iron  you  to  praife  him  for  it,  thjit  thereby  youj,  ^nd  ^c 
may  be  brought  thereby  to  depend  upon  him  the  more 
cloiely,  ^nd  may  be  kept  humble  ynder  our  hpnourable 
Idiificulties,  this  poor  family  having  ^s  mapy  to  own  us  a&^ 
ye  have,  and  both  as  many  to  own  us  as  are  owning  th^9 
noble  caufe  ofourblefled  Lord  Jefus ;  O  love  the  LpnEzz 
ail  ye  his  faints,  for  the  Lord  preferveth  the  faithful^ 

and  plentifully  rewardeth  the  proud  doer.     Be  of  goot 

^ourage,  and  he  fhall  ftrcngthen  your  hearts,  all  ye  tha^ 
^ope  in  the  Lord, 

.   Dear  Rrethrenjuft  at  my  witing  the  laft  paragraph-^ 
I  cannot  but  tell  yoii  of  a  flrange  providence  fhewing  th^^ 

XiOrd's  kindnefs  to^^  and  care  of  you,  and  hiscaufc-r — 

The  day  after  friends  had  been  (peaking  to  my  fifler,  a^ 
I  have  told  you, — I  being  met  with  ^liem  in  a  meeting 
that  we  keep  every  Tuefday,  where  I  perceived  them  all- 
to  be  much  difcouraged,  and  after  the  meeting  they  de— 
&rtd  to  fp^ak  with  me,  none  knowing  what  ^vas  the  mat- 
ter faye  one  of  them,  whereupon  I  defired  to  be  excufed^ 
till  I  went  home — I  fuppofing  that  it  might  he  fqxn^  nevr 
plot  againft  my  perfonthat  they  had  lieardj  but  I  tryfteA  ' 
to  xne^t  chem  ^t  eight  o'fJocb;  at  nig|xt. 

V/hcn 
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*WIieo.l  met  thera  again,  I  found  them  all  togetherji 

'SkXtA  more  chearful  than  beforei  after  fitlting  down,  cuie 

o£  tKem  with,  tears  and  joj^  told  me  and  the  reft,  wiuit 

^  -vronderful  providence  ot  the  Lord  tl>ey  h^  metmth 

tHat  day,  wherein  they  could  not  but  r^fl  much  pftiic 

X-ord's  love  as  to  theipfclyes,  fo  alfo  to  the  poor  ij^emnant 

izi  ScQtlandi  in  that  the  Lord  in  a  wonderful  waj  had 

fent  them  (not  of  their  own  ordinary  rent,  yet)  for  their 

own  ufe,  far  beyond  their  expe^ation,  a  little  fum  of 

inoncy,.  which  they  had  dedicated,  and  would  i^wprp- 

pine  the  faithful  ]S^einnai)t  ii)  Scotland  with  it  \  which 

they  faid  the  very  thoughts,  of  had  refrefhed  their  foul 

.^liat  they  could  not  pxprefe  it,  and  detred  thcit  you  might 

pr^ife  the  Lord  in  their  behalf  for  it,  (this  is  th^  little 

portion  you  have  UQw  fcnt  to  you)  although  it  be  a  final!, 

yet  it  is  a  blefled  and  a  great  portion,  ^very  thing  conJi- 

dcred,  the  giver  is  a  very  young,  yet  a  worthy  zealous 

perfpn.    O  mind  them  before  the  I^ord,  it  is  tlieir  defira 

,  ^kJid  alfo  mine  they  engaged  me  to  keep  their  name  fccrt t, 

O  how  good  is  it  to  wait  on  th^  Loi^d  in  his  own  way, 

who  waiteth  tp  he  gracious.  > 

As  to  the  Rotterdam  Proteftation,  I  defire  to  bleJs 
the  Lord  that  ever  honoured  me,  with  you,  to  liave  tlie 
leaft  hand  in  it,  it  being  the  only  piiblic  teftimony  our 
poor  church  hath  in  a  ftpange  land,  As  to  the  irrcgiT^ 
fi^rities,  and  irreligioufnefs  which  it  is.  charged  with  by 
^Hc  plot tcTs,_ this  being  br.t  like  what  fuch  teftimoniis 
of  that  nature  and  th^  ini^uments  thereof  are  ordinari^ 
V  charged  with,  may  be  the  better  borne,  cfpecially  when 
.^e  find  it  has  fo  hit  the  nail  on  the  h^ad, — and  wrought 
^o  kindly  on  the  ftomachs  of  the  plotters,  and  all  th:jt 
fiJe  of  the  houfe,  that  they  have  eyer  flnce  vomited 
*^uch  filth  of  their  ftomachs,  that  was  never  before  diC- 
fovpred.t — If  they  had  mentioned  in  their  libel,  when, 
\^  tlie  irreUgiOumefs,  and  irregularities  of  it  confifted- — 
*^  is  like  I  nught  have  Ihown  you  my  ipind,  as  in  other 
ParticularjB :  But  finding  it  but  an  impudcji^t,  ^d  naked 
^ffcition,  I  cannot  fight  with  the  wind* 

But  as  to  the  lecond  Article,  wherein  ye  write  to  mr, 
Vhat  they  alledged  they  were  wronged  by  us,  in  men- 
Zoning  their  lies,  treacherous  dealing,  afperfions,  re* 
P^oaches  and  mifinformations,  which  they  would  have 
*^'^c4  themfclves  of.  It  is  true,  it  might  be  well  anfwer/» 
^d  thqt  take  in  all  the  minifters  in  Cumuloy  with  the  &V.  ■ 
^hat  is  2X  the  end  of  itj  which  take^  in  all  the  iTum&cts 
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that  came  to  th^t  place  and  were  embarked  with  Rot* 
^erdam^  viz.  the  indulged  plotters^  (sfc.  and  it  will  be 
very  eafy  to  any  to  fee  that  they  are  fo  far  from  beins 
wronged,  that  the  half  that  might  have  been  faid  againft 
them,  is  not  inferted :  But  if  nothing  lefe  will  fcrve  Mr.  ' 
Langlancjis  and  Mr.  Barclay  than  probation. 

I  anfwer,  ifif  Whether  or  not,  was  that  treacherous 
dealing  in  Mr.  Barclay  (to  pafs  by  other  things)  at  that 
time  when  greit  Meffrs  Cameron  and  C^gUl  were  in 
the  fields,  carrying  Chrift's  ftandard  over  the  mountainf 
fof  Scotland,  not  only  to  refufe  to  j.oin  with  them  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  but  to  come  into  Galloway  with  fc» 
yerai  others,  commiflionated  from  their  brethren  for 
that  end,  and  fet  up  his  tent  as  near  thefe  two  witnef-  | 
Tes  as  he  could,  upon  a  pretext  as  being  one  with^hem^  i 
and  fo  crying  out  agarnft  the  indulgence^  calling;  it  a  weU 
hufl^d  Jady  Sec,  thereby  to  draw  poor  things  offiron^ 
the  other  two  :  and  ^hen  the  people  docked  tp  hinii 
imagining  that  Meflrs  Cameron  and  CargiU,  and  he  were 
ione,  then  took  occafion^  in  private  |:o  oppbfe  them  and 
tHeir  faithful  w^tnefling^,  and  to  condemn  withdrawing 
from  the  indulged,  or  any  other  of  the  minifters. 

2dlyy  Whether  or  not,  was  that  treacherous  dealing 
in  him,  that  before  he  defeated  his  own  parifh,  in  Stitt 
ling  fhire  and  the  poor  perfecuted  Remnant  in  ScotlaBd, 
for  him  to  go  through  the  land  to  thofe  places  and  pcr- 
Ibns,  whom  he  knew  were  difaffefted  to  all  public  pw-each- 
irig  and  faithfril  witneffing,  and-  Offering  the  gofpel  tp 
them  (to  be  a  fconpe  to  his  owh  pra£tice,  and  to  make 
iiim  the  more  acceptable  where  he  was  going)  and  the» 
to  come  ovej"  immediately  to  Hplland,  with  fiich  a  bad 
report  of  that  land,  fpreading  it  among  ftrangcrs,  ai^4 
others^  that  he  had  gone  from  one  end  of  Scotland  *® 
the  other  eiid  of  it,  and  there  was  none  that  would  jrc» 
ceive  the  gofpel  off  his  hand.  If  this  was  not  treacle 
erous  dealing,  let  all  unbiaffed  perfons  judge. 

And  further,  when  he  was  come  over,  he  and  T^^' 

Xanglands  and  Mr*  Thomas  Hog^  younger,  after  ma^^T 

liorrid  mifinformations  to  Mr.  Kooleman  formerly,  w^^^ 

again  to  him  prefling  him  to  write  in  all  hafte  to  N^^' 

Brackel,  then  at  Leewarden  to  ftop  Mr.  Renwick's  ^^^ 

ilination,  which  Mr.  Kooleman  obeyed,  and  wrote  in    ^ 

hafte  what  dreadful  accufations  thefe  thjree  forementit^^' 

ed  mlnifters,  with  the  reft  at  Rotterdam,  had  againft  yc^"*^? 

and  ttrlthal  fold  him  that  theft  three  minifters  were  to    ^ 

^t 
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atliis  houfe  the  Wednesday  after,  to  draw  up  the  libel 
tkey  had  againft  you,  arid  to  fubfcribe  it,  and  fend  it  tc* 
Mr.  Brackel ;  whereupon  Mr.  Brackel  wrote  to  me  im- 
mediately a  fhort  line  acquainting  me  of  it,  the  true  co- 
py of  it  in  Latin  I  have  fent  you,  and  when  he  came  to 
/^nfterdam  to  Mr.  Kooleman's,  and  waited  all  day,  the 
three  minifters  came  not,  but  at  night  fent  their  apo- 
logy that  they  could  not  come  that  day,  by  reafon  that 
their  information  was  not  fubfcribed  by  all  the  mini« 
fters,  fome  of  them  not  being  then  to  be  fbun4f  bat 
that  they  ihoutd  fend  it  wit|^  the  next.    So,  when  he 
returned,  he  wrote  to  me  in  all  hafte  another  letter  to 
Groningen,  with  a  little  account  pf  their  afperfions,  tht 
true  coj^  whereof'  I  haVe  alfo  fent  you  ;    but  before  it 
eame  to  my  hand  the  ordination  was  paft.     When  1  rc-» 
turned  to  Leewarden,  Mr.  Brackel  told  me  there  wefe 
other  articles  they  had  difperfed  againft  us,  befide  thoie 
contained  in  the  letter ;  but  becaufe  I  (cannot  prove  them 
by  witnefles  (as  they  fay)  I  fhall  not  infert  them* 

Now,  whether  this  will  not  make  out  treachery,  liesg  • 

tsfc,  and  countera£&ig  the  godly  in  their  lawful  endea^ 

vours, — I  leave  it  to  the  Lord  and  to  tender  ccHifciences 

to  decide.     I  wonder  thefe  men  did  not  put  lis  to  prove 

thefe  things  fooi^er,  when  worthy  Meflrs  Cameron  and 

Cargil  were  in  the  fields,  or  when  Mr.  Brackel  wad  one 

with  us ;  perhaps  then  they  thought  by  our  moyen  at 

home  2tnd  abroad,  we  would  have  got  too  many  to  wit- 

nefs  for  truth  and  againft  them  :  But  theyll  wait  untill 

I  be  deferted  of  friends  abroad,  an  J  a  party  of  you  at 

Some  engaged  for  them,  or  well  jumbled,  and  then  thcjr 

wiJl  bid  us  prove.  .  But  alas !  the  blue  marks'of  their 

praclices  in  all  places  where  they  come,  are  fufficicutly 

proving,  and  crying  againft  them. 

Look  at  home,  who  are  the  moft  aflive  enemies,  and   ' 

^oft  calling  in  queftion  the  faithful  wreftlfngs,  conten- 

^iiigs,  teftimonies  and  heroic  fufferings  of  the  poor  rem- 

'^ant  at  home  ?    Is  it  not  they  and  their  conrederates,? 

^r  go  abroad,  and  fee  who  is  moft  prejudicate  againft 

you  ?  Who  is  lowing  difcord  betwixt  you  and  your  {ritadsr 

^howere  once  valiant  for  you  ?    See  who  is  moft  im- 

pittered  againft  you  and  the  Lord^s  caufe,  as  now'ftated 

^  that  land,  and  againft  any  that  would  lay  out  them^^ 

*<^ves  for  you,  and  you  will  find  that  it  is  that  party  ojF   , 

^He  plotters  and  their  confederates.     Alas  !  though  they 

^^ay  for  a  time  thus  dally  with  God  and  mcuj  und  ti^^ 

•        "        ■     '  Beboli 
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Btiold  mk  hma  it  not:  doth  mt  be  that potidereth  ihehea*  ^ 
ihnpder  it  ?  and  he  that  h$epeth  the  fo^l^  doth  he  not  knvm^ 
if?  andpdl  he  not  render  to  eva-y  man  according  to  h^^4 

Btft  filppofiiig  thcfe  three  hien  had  been  iiiridcent  wzM 
fome  things  infertcd  in  the  proteftatiori,  yet  I  caiild  nc^l " 
gftot  that  the  writing  of  thefe  fins  in  cutkulo^  was  eithdrt* 
im^lar  or' irreligi6us,  efpecially  confidering  them  ^s 
iftibarked  inonc fhijp,  carrying'on  6fte  ciaufesirid /leering! 
fiiie  coiirfe  together,  though  not  till  alike  expert .  in  that:. . 
"What  tfaore  ordinary  in  the  fcriptures,  than  for  the  Lord 
tb  charge  home  in  cumith  the  fins  6f  a  land  or  bf  a  diurcl  x^ 
iipoh  the  whole,  they  not  Wifnefling  ind  conteilding  a- 
gainft  the  fame,  even  though  not  all  aftaally  guilty,   See 
Jimt.  ix*  and  Ezek.  Xxii.  in  that  long  catalogue  of  Jvi- 
dah'sf  and  Ifrael's  fins,  the  Lofd  charges  the  city,  tUc 
pjfophets,  the  pricft?,  the  princes  and  the  people's  fins 
in  eumuU^  and  Verfe  29.  and  30.  he  fays,  I  fought  for  a 
ftian  among  them,  that  Jbould  mnhe  trp  the  hcd^e,  andfiand. 
inihe'gdp  before  m6  for  iJje  land ^  but  I  found  none  :  and  yet 
tHei^e  were  it  the  fame  time  (chap*  ix.)  yo(/«^  fighers J^i^ 
atl  thefe  dbon\inationsy  (which  that  party  are  fo  far  from 
that  they  will  neither  acknowledge  nor  moiirn  for  their 
fins)  and  alfo  we  fee  in  many  examples  in  fcripture,  tli^ 
liOrd  threatening  and  plaguing  in  ctimulo^  as  in  the  caft 
otAchatiy  and  David's  uuDlbering  of  the  people,  Saul's 
flaying  of  the  Gibeonitcs,  t^c,  and  our  blelled  Lord 
threatens  Jenifalem /;;  <:w;Wi//<?,  Mat.  xxiii.  37.  although, 
there  were  not  a  few  therein  of  his  own  people,  wl*^ 
c6nfented  not  to  the   counfel  and   deeds  of  his  ene- 
mies* 

Now  my  very  dear  Friends,  I  hope  ye  will  pardon  tPj 
prolixity,  being  fo  far  contrary  to  my  own  defign  whc^ 
I  began,  yea,  and  in  a  great  mcarure  extorted  fro^i 
me,  that  if  it  had  not  been  fingly  for  th^  glory  of  God» 
(fo  far  as  my  weaknefs  would  allow)  and  the  vindicati* 
tion  of  his  caufe  and  followers,  I  would  never  have  con- 
d&fcended  to  it.  I  have  alfo  endeavoured  to  manage  ^'^ 
Tery  article  I  have  mentioned,  that  any  who  pleafe  ^^ 
back-trace  me,  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  tb^ 
fteps,  wanderings  and  fighting  circumftances  contaii"i^^ 
in  this  information. 

Dear  friends,  you  cannot  but  fc^e  what  an  high  ft^S"' 
you   are  fet   upon,   as  it  were  to   be  a    mark  for     ^^ 
forts  to  flioot  atjSt'^yir/A  /«/?,  as  It  "duerey  appointed  ^^ 
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itjzth^  to  be  made  a  fpcBncle  to  the  worlds  to  angels ^  and  to 
n'fii.  But  thanks  he  to  God  ivhich  giveth  the  viBory  tJyro* 
ur  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  Therefore ^  my  beloved  brethren^ 
^  ye  fiedfajly  unmoveablcy  always,  abounding  in  the  work 
f  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  net 
*i  vain  in  the  Lord. 

-As  to  tbe  account  you  fent  me  of  your  wreftlings  with 
zvsCi  dilaiFc£led  party  of  miniftcrs  and  others  j  I  think 
hic  Lord  hath  nobly  helped  you,  and  has  difcovered  his 
ich  grace  towards  you,  with  the  rottennefs  of  thefe 
len's  principles  and  pradtlces,  helping  you  to  keep  up 
Kicgood  old  caufe  on  foot.  O  !  be  Jlrong  in  the  Lord^ 
fid  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Put  on  the  whole  armour 
^  God  J  that  ^e  may  be  able  tojiand  in  the  evil  day.  And 
ncc  ye  are  (o  fairly  parted,  oeware  of  further  meddling 
riththcm,  until  ye  fee  another  work  on  them,  which  I 
ear  is  not  much  to  be  expeftcd,  for  as  yet  I  fee  nothing 
mong  them  but  a  contemning  and  burying  of  the  faith- 
ul  wreftlings  of  the  poor  remnant,  a  vindicating  of  their 
»i.vn  proceedings,  a  fubtile  endeavouring  to  have  you 
inked  in  one  chain  with  them,  and  divided  and  broken 
i-niongft  yourfelves,  and  dreadfully  loading  with  re- 
proaches, both  at  home  and  abroad,  fuch  who  have 
heir  hands  at  the  work  of  God. — O  !  I  fay,  as  ye  love 
rour  peace  and  the  favour  of  God,  ftandafar  off  from 
uch.  When  I  look  through  their  laft  proceedings  with. 
?^ou,  it  brings  their  woeful  proceedings  at  Bothwel  frefh 
jntomy  mbid.  It  is  the  fame  caufe  they  are  now  carry- 
ing on. 

As  for  further  libelllnj^s  and  pamphletings  of  theirs> 
^PJeft  them,  other\\'ife  ye  will  find  they  fhall  never  have 
an  end,  until  the  Lord  take  them  red-hot  in  their  plot- 
^^^s  and  politics,  and  dii'cufs  the.  controverfy  liimfelf : 
^pray,  pray  that  he  may  haften  to  do  it, 

I  would  alfobeg  of  )^ou,not  to  put  your  princely  Maf^ 
^^  in  the  common  of  any  out  of  his  way,  who  are  op- 
Pofing  or  rcfnfing  to  embark  with  you  in  your  faithful 
^'^cftlings,  as  it  has  been  the  ruin  of  many  of  this  gene- 
*^tion,  and  alfo  dilparaging  to  the  glory,  honour  and 
■^'Jfe  of  your  noble  Mafter  ;  and  far  contrary  to  the 
'^^6tice  of  the  noble  hero  Abraham,  who  gave  a  noble 
y-Jimoiiy  againri  fuch  peevifh,  covetous  and  hateful  po- 
1V^%  teilirg  iLTi^.  king  of  Sodom,  (no  enemy  nor  back- 
^'*^lcn  profefibr)  that  he  would  not  take  from  a  thread 
-^tn  to  a  ilioe  latchet,  neither  any.  tiling  that  \7,i*  l\\s^ 
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left  he  fhould  fay  that  he  had  made  Abraham  richr     A««ii^ 
hrahain   let  him  know  that  the  Lord,  the  Moft  High^i 
GOD,  the  poffeflbr  of  heaven  and  earth,  was  engagec^ 
for  him,  (who  is  alfo  engaged  for  you)  hekcnt  full  wel^^ 
that  fuch  fort  of  bodies  were  very  ready  to  call  their  thrca^  ^i 
a  web,  their  llioe4atchet  a  Nout's  hide,  and  their  aiu  -j 
thing,  how  little  fo  ever,  a  vaft  trcafure,  and  that  Ahr^^ 
ham  ihoukl  be  obliged  to  him  all  his  days  for^it.     O  t^c 
tender  of  the  Lord's  glory,  as  it  has  been  the  trick   of 
all  the  enemies  to  gain  their  woeful  purpafes,  and  very 
fotal  to,  and  hath  tonguc-tackcd  many  a  valiant  hero  for 
Chrift  in  our  day.  Truji  in  the  Lord  and  do  goody  fojbalt 
thou  dwell  in  the  land^  and  verily  thoujbalt  he  fed. 

I  had  almoft  omitted  Mr.  Lan glands  anfwer  to  the  6th. 
article  of  the  Rotterdam  prjtcftation,  wherein  he  would 
vindicate  joining  with  that  congregation.,  by  ailcdging 
that  after  Rathillct  was  dcoarred  from  the  communion, 
Mr.   Hamilton  communicated  there,  and  Mr.  Cargill 
preached  and  gave  the  communion  that  very  day  that 
Rathillet  is  faid  to  be  debarred  ;  fo  that  the  fcandal,  (as 
he  fays,  if  there  be  any)  lies  at  our  door.     To  pals  by 
t)ther  anfwcrs  that    might  be  given,  I  lliall  give  you 
the  true  relation  of  it.     Mr.  M^Ward  on  faturday  nigh*. 
before  the  Communion  fcnt  forme,  and  told  mc  that 
church's  defign  of  debarring  Rathillet,  which  i  did  much 
refent  in  the  time,  and  went  immediately  and  told  Mr. 
Cargill  of  it  5  but  he,  with  other  friends,  though  refol- 
ving  to  refent  it,  yet  could  notdetcrmine  on  fuch  a  fud- 
den  to  withdraw  from  tlie  church,  this  being  the  firft 
ftep  of  their  ever  appearing  <^ainft  us  ;  for  ever  formerly 
they  had  owned  and  joined  with  us  in  all  the  teftimonits 
that  ever  had  been  given  in  our  land,  yet  we  went  to  Mr. 
John  Hog  (who  was  then  their  only  miuifter  after  Mr. 
Brown's  death  *,  Mr.  Rolxrrt  Fleming  not  being  then 
come  over)  to  ice  what  was  the  ca\ifc  ;  who  told  us,  that 
the  elders  had  done  it  without  his  advice,  a !i(l  thereupon 
gave  out  tickets  to  Mr.  Thomas  Douglafs  to  give  to  Ra- 
thillct, whereupon  that  great  witnefs  for  Cliril^  would 
not  accept  of  it :  yet  tlien  wc  could  fee  thiit  there  was  a- 

«7 

♦  By  fhfs  and  fome  oth^r  ihinp'J  ^t  anp^art  to  hf  a  irlfhlx 
that  cvcr  Mr.  vrWard  was  a  fetilt:d  minil^er  in  Rt>ttefdf<n>,  al« 
rho*  he  had  hif  refiHencc  much  thtTe»  ard  often  r  fliited  Vh'i':  his 
dear  brother  Mr.  Krown  lived,  who  was  mi n: Her  there  rr.f  ny 
ye^rtf  cxceptrn^  the  tinie  he  was  fo»^ced  to  rCiirc  lo  Urrcta^r 
ttposk  the  account  gi  hizi^td  iiom  ^^jc^xi^^ 
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a:\y:  caufc  of  icruple  for  us  to  join  with  them  at  that  time. 
But  the  reafon,  a$  I  underftand,  that  it  is  inferted  in  the 
{n-oteftatton,  was,  that  immediatdy  after,  Mr.  Fleming 
comijigover,  and  fai'ihfiil  teftimoiiy  being  given  againft 
him,  and  the  church  of  Rotterdam  not  only  efpoufing 
his  plea,  but  caft  at  all  the  faithful  teftimonies  and  btc 
wreftlings  of  our  church,  involved  thcmfclves  with  the* 
Monmoathian  party  then  on  foot,  and  in  perfecuting, 
reproaching,  iifc.  the  remnant  and  their  proceedings 
sit.home  and  abroad,  and  adhered  to  the  deed  of  the  el- 
ders againft  Rathillet. 

As  to  the  charge  againft  the  miniftcrs  who  ordained 
Mr.  Renwick,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Linings  and  the  bea- 
rer's information.  If  I  have  omitted  any  thing,  1  expeft 
ye  will  let  me  know. 

Now,  much  honoured  and  pleafant  remnant,  my  car- 
ncft   defire,  and  my  laO:   delire  in   this  letter  /hall  be, 
that  ye  riay  be  helped,  and  kept  following  the  Lord 
fuHy  and  fingly,  laying  r.fide  every  weight,  that  ye  maj 
run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fit  bef9reyou^  looking  unt7 
Jefiis-'who  is  the  author  and finifljsr  ef  y9nr  faith ^  confider^ 
hf^  him  that  endured  cont radiation  againjl  hlnffelfj  leji  yehe* 
'wear J  and  faint  in  your  minds. — Alas  !    there  has  been 
too  much  looking  after  multitudes.     Chrift's  flock  is  a 
little,  little  flock  j    boafting  in  fomewhat  without   and 
be/ides  Chrift,  has  coft  us  dear ;    O  that  we  might  be 
wife  at  laft,  neither  looking  to  perforjs  nor  parties,  pre- 
tend to  what  they  will,  but  as  we  feCftliem  following  and 
imitating  him  who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  nndefiled  5 — and 
hath  called  us  to  holinefs,  to  be  holy  in  all  mannei-  of 
converfation,  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,  an  holy  pricil- 
hood,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  Goi 
by  Jcfus  Chrift.     Holinefs  becomes  his  houfe  and  fer- 
vants  5  and  fuch  will  th€  Lord  honour  to   follow   him 
in  hisi   conquefts,  in  tumbling  doAvn  Antichrift  and  all 
his  enemies,  (Rev.  xvii.  14.)  who  are  called,  chofenand 
faithful.     And  whatever  inen  may  pretend  to  by  their 
policy,  aflbciations,  boaftings,  learning,  parts,  fa'r;  where 
liolinefs  with  thefe  is  wanting,  never  expe6^  a  good  turn 
;>om  them ;  and  where  this  is,  whatever  other  outward 
advantages  are  or  may  be  amilTing,  yet  be  far  from  con- 
temning them—becaufe  the  foolilhnefs  of  God  is  wifer 
than  men,  and  tlie  weaknefs  of  God    is  ftrongcr  than 
in(U^ ;  For  ye  fee  your  cailing  brethy.'i:^  that  net  jnany  wife 
Menafferthejlffl^^iijt  inat:\  mighty ^  not  many  noble  arecatled. 
V£  e  2  '  But 


jmu    uvi,j/u/*t 


Gdi  bttb  choftn  thefooUJb  things  to  confouna  »... 

tie  weak   things  to  confound  the  mighty,  that  nofiefi 

ildghrj  in  hisprefence. — Where  is  the  wife  ?    nuhire  is 

/trite  f   fvhere  is  the  difputer  of  this  world  ?    Hath  net 

id  maiefoolifh  the  wifdom  of  this  world.     Beflrong  in  thtm 

ord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might*     The  only  wife  Go<K_J 

xengthen  you  with  all  might,  according  to  his  glorious    $ 

K>wcr,  unto  all  patience  a^id  long-fuftcring  ^with  joy . 

.'uli^. 

Tours  in  all  duty  in  his  fweet  Lord  Jefus, 

RO»T.  HAMILTO 

December  ^th,  i6i$. 


The  two  fore-mentioned  Letters  from  Mr,  Wimarr"TJ 
Brackel  containing  the  accufations  of  the  foremention^?  d 
miniiler  againft  the  focieties,  were  brought  home  by  Cds- 
lin  Aliforr  andprefentedto  the  following  meeting,  wfaic=-  li 
were  attefled  by  Thomas  Lining  and  him,  giving  it  uaci- 
der  their  hands  that  they  were  true  tranfcripts  of  the  ^o 
riginals  written  in  Latin  : — ^Wlierehy  it  evidently  appea.  3r- 
cd  that  the  copy  they  had  before  wa$  a  true  one,  whi«:^h 
the  forefaid  minifleris  faid  was  ihififed  with  lies,  isfc»  f 

As  to  that  which  was  deiired  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  ICa- 
milton,  viz.  to  deal  with  the  Prefbytery  of  Groningti^iJ, 
to  anfwer  what  was  laid  to  their  charge  by  the  two  foare- 
faid  minifters,  {s'r.  Thomas  Lining  and  Colin  AlirSon 
went  and  converfed  with  feverals  of  the  faid  Prefbytex-y, 
and  others,  concerning  tliefc  things ;  an  account  where- 
of being  drawn  up  and  fubfcribed  with  both  their  haii<J^> 
Colin  bfDught  home  and  prefented  to  the  following  mee- 
ting ;  a  true  copy  oiF  whicli  follows  : 

A  true  relation  of  the  anfwer s  which  the  mitirjters  in  t^* 
Netherlands,  to  whom  we  wentj  gave  in  private  confi' 
re?ice  to  the  twofirfi  accufations  given  in  againf  them  ^ 

.     Mr.  George  Barclay  and  Air.  Robert  LanglandsJ^ 

Fir/l^  We  went  to  D.  Gorcema,  minifter  in  Leewa 
.dan,  who  told  us  there  would  be  no  Prcfl^ytcries  in  Gr 

ning* 

f  Tbefe  Letters  beiog  in  Latin,  it  is  jaf^gfd  unnecefra*y 
pMt  ihcm  beie,  as  the  conicnu  of  tbem^«re  leiaied  alit&(tj 
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Kingen  till  the  winter  was  over«  And  after  reading  the 
letters  which  we  (hewed  to  himi  he  rehearfed  to  uf  the 
formal  way  of  their  calling  and  ordaining  of  miniften^ 
which  was  thus  :  Firft,  tlu:  Prefbytery  did  nominate  i 
great  number,  outofwhich|  the  next  day  of  their  mee* 
ting,  they  choofe  twelve,  the  third  day  they  choofe  out 
thcic,  fix  $  the  fourtli  day  out  of  thefe  they  nominate 
three  ;  and  this  gradation  they  ufe  for  decency  and  de» 
liberation  :  Then  if  the  minitter  be  to  come  to  a  ckft 
they  fend  fome  of  their  number  to  the  magiftrates  to  tell 
them  that  one  of  the  laft  three  nominated  the  people  are 
to  choofe  as  their  minifter  5  and  therefore  they  muft  rc- 
i:cive  the  minifter  chofen  by  the  people  as  a  citizen  i  af* 
tcr  this  the  people  choofe,  and  the  Prefbytery  ordahlF* 
eth,-.*— To  this  Profejfor  Marck,  when  we  went  to 
Croningen,  added,  tnat  in  fome  places  of  the  country, 
ivhere  there  were  gentlemen  or  heritors,  they  had  the 
privilege  of  nomination  or  preientation  of  the  iKTfon  to 
be  examined  or  ordained,  which  is  the  fame  with  our 
laick  patrons,  under  which  our  church  groaned  until 
the  year  1649.  -^^^^^  ^^^  ProfeiTor  faid  that  it  was  the 
burden  of  the  godly,  under  which  they  were  groaning, 
and  which  they  oppofed  as  much  as  lay  in  their  power* 
Alio,  he  aflerted,  as  to  the  fecond  member  of  the  pro* 
polltion,  to  wit,  Depofition  of  minifters,  or  fending 
them  a/>/i/r  ofjhoes^  (as  thefe  above  related  minifters  ai« 
ferted)  that  it  was  a  mere  calumnv,  and  was  never  prac- 
tifed,  no  nottheleaft  ihadowof  itf  ;  For,  faid  he,  pri- 
vative difcipline,  or  exerclfe  of  church  cenfures,  was  left 
to  the  church  untouched  by  anv  wliatfomever, 

Iteviy  I).  Gorcema  told  us  of  two  examples,  which  con^ 
firms  what  is  faid.  The  firft  was,  a  mhiiftcr  choien  and 
placed  according  to  the  forefaid  order,  which  the  magif- 
trate  of  thut  place  where  he  was  to  be  minifter  oppolcd  ; 
yet  the  people  ftood  to  their  choice,  and  the  Prclbytery 
alio  allowed  the  lame,  becaufe  the  magiftrate  had  noth- 
ing to  fay  againft  the  faid  miniftcr's  life  and  convcrfati- 
on,  yet  for  all  tiiat  the  forefaid  magiftrate  pcWiftedin  hi» 
fjppoiitioii  to  the  Prefl>ytery  and  people  :  Whereupon 
the  Prefbytery  were  forced  to  complain  of  tlut  violence 
to  the  liovem  v'lri^  or  deputies  of  FriezlatiJ,'^who  com- 
manded 

^t  See  Mr.  RfBWick*s  49  Letter,  ptfte  169.  where  he  Oiewt 
bis  iaformation  that  Mr,  Ccorat  Barclay  flat\v  <i«nitd\\\\%cVkt^% 
afierwMrd,  iUhouah  it  coald  be  proved  by  4  tUuWvu'lt  ol ^\v 
uc/n^s,  that  he  didiadccd  aScn  it. 


2Z3L^        Jim  ^cimt  of  the  a^ifwers    . 

XBakidcd-  tU:  f<Drefaid  maglftrate  to  deiiil  from  his  oppo&.- 
tid^  and  kt  the  church  enjoy  her  privileges.  This  was 
ao  eiample  cf  right  admimftration. 

The  fccond  was^  that  the  people  bad  chofen  one  of 
diree  (this  was  in  another  place  of  the  province)  and  the 
osag^lrate  oppoied  the  minjfter  chofen^  and  would  not 
admit  of  him>  but  would  have  the  people  to  choofe  oue 
of  the  other  two,  which  were  in  the  lift.  Tlie  people 
upon  this  complained  to  the  Prefbytery  ;  But  the  Pref- 
liytcry;  many  of  them  being  men  led  by  corrupt  affe^ti. 
ODSy  yielded  to  the  magiftrate'^  defire  \  yet  not  without, 
cppotition  by  thefe  of  the  Prefbytery  that  were  more 
fbraight,  whereof  D.  Gorcema  was  one  himfelf.  He. 
told  us  this  as  an  example  of  mul-adminiftration  ;  but 
particular  examples  of  mal-admiuiftratiou,  make  not  a 
church  pure  EraJHarty  as  thefe  minifters  afferted  :  Yea, 
when  we  came  upon  the  like  head  with  Profejfor  March^ 
he  called  it  exprdly^  perfecution. 

A  third  inftance  X>.  Abringa^  miniftcr  at  Groningem,. 
told  us  of  Fheiifigitfj  elder,  when  lately  he  was  called  t^ 
Rotterdam,  the  magiftrates  of  Groningen  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  go  awa?y,  and  difqharged  the  Prefbytery  to 
give  him  a  dimiffion ;  yet  bccaufe  their  command  wa^ 
groundlefs,  they  gave  him  a  dimijQion. 

Now  confider  the  Eraftiaa  principles,  which  are, 

Ftr/f,  That  the  ChrifHan  magiflrate  hath  Kis  political 
power  and  office  of  magiftracy  derived  from  Chrift  as 
mediator,  head  and  redeemer  of  his  churcli  ;  and  there- 
fore muft  rule  and  govern  thq  church  as  Chrift's  vica?, 
and  is  by  Chrift  the  head  of  the  church,  font  and  inlll- 
tatcd.  Secondly^  That  church-officers  have  no  power 
nor  authority  to  cenfure  fcandalous  pcrfons,  whether  mi- 
liifterrf  or  others,  with  ccclefiaftic  authority,  diftin<Stfroiu 
from  civil  punilhments. 

Thirdly y  That  cccleliaftical  power  is  not  diftlnft  from 
the  civil. 

Fourthly^  That  church  officers  have  only  power  of  aJ- 
miuiftrating  church-difcipluie,  becaufe  the  magiftrate 
has  laid  tb at  care  and  burden  upon  them,  as  his  depu- 
ties, as  not  being  himfelf  fufficient  to  exerce  both  offices, 

Fifthly  J  That  ccclefiafUc  po*ver  is  not  given  to  church- 
officers,  jure  divifio. 

Sixthly f  That  the  Chriftian  magiftrate  as  fuch,  ^  pro- 
perly a  church  officer. ^This   is  the  charadtcr  of  a 

chixtzh  pure^Eraflian.  for  which  ye  may  fee  Giilefpie's 
^.  "^  Aaroifs 
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Antfiffs  rod  Ihjfoming  ;  and  fo  we  leave  k  to  yoar  wit 
inm  to  apply  the  forefakis,.  and  th«n  bring  forth  judg-^ 
fnent  accordingly. 

As  for  the  lecond  acoifatlon,  to  wit,  Trln€  ofperfion^ 
[)r  three  fprinklings  in  baptifm  ;  all  with  wham  we  con- 
i  erfed,  faid  that  they  conftantly  taught  publicly,  that 
(I'hether  one  cr  two^i  it  was  indifivsrent  as  to  the  natiii« 
of  the  facrament  and  that  they  j  never  knew  one  In  all 
their  churches  that  taught  otha:wife.  Likewife  they 
confirmed  this  by  their  carriage  toward  the  French  chur- 
ches, who  ufe  but  one  fpriakling,  though  in  the  fame 
city  with  theinfelves ;  for  they  flaew  thenifelvcs  m  w^l 
sleafed  with  the  French  external  form  of  baptifm  (wliicli 
ilfo  is  ovLxs)  as  they  do  with  their  own. 

i^^J^hy  Pi'ofeflbr  Marck  faid,  if  the  letters  had  been 
to  Kimfelf,  he  would  have  anfwered  them  immediately* 
But  we  defired  him,  feeing  there  were  to  be  no  meetings 
of  x)\t  Prefbytei-y  thefe  three  or  four  months,  he  wouldt 
write  aline  of  true  information,  which  he almoft  conde^ 
ftcndedtodo. 

*rhen  we  went  and  delivered  tlae  letters  to  Z),  Medht^ 
flf,  the  elJefl  minifter,  and  lie  promifed  to  prefent 
tliem  to  the  deputnU-claJfts ;  and  that  they  ihould  do,  />• 
i\5  csnatihtis,  for  the  perfecuted  church. 

After  tliat,  we  went  to  Pheiingius  younger,  and  camcf' 
over,  all  thele  things  with  him,  and  he  further  confirm- 
ed all  thefc  things  forefaid  ;  fo  they  all  fpake  the  fame 
things  fcvcrally,,  which  is  a  great  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  them  *.  He  alfo  aiked  where  J-ame*  'SmSSA 
vras  ?  We  told  him  at  Fnwchr;  at  which  he  wondered 
itat  he  who  was  fo  ftri<!>  ihouU  Andy  under  a  Co-ccian. 

Wc 

*  The  Rea<!er  tvi!|  be  p?ej» fed  to  undcrftand,  tl^at  there  was 

need  ^or  ?\\  ihis  car;  and  circnrpfp'-dion,  ft  thsfe  bc'orc-rocn- 

Jitncd  iijinirtcrs  and  many  others  who  took  part  with  ihiO.\  fcid, 

ws  it  Iielore  relared)  ?nJ  It II  continued  to  cjilumrUte  the^chorch 

of  Groningco,  (undi.r  the  name  of  .the  HofUndifh  charch)  that 

J  ercby  'hf  y  mrghr  render   Mr,  Henwick's  ofdicar»oo  aiid  mi- 

U'ftry  odiour,  and  by  hII  rrc.ms  in   thtir  power,  iabouric);  to 

'Hake  poor,  tender,  (impl2   people  believe,  that  by  hearing  or 

h*vwp^thtir  children  baptized  by  him,  ih'ey  were  gnihy  of  a'l 

t"  c  »  orrid  It  in;»$   w'lerev'ith  they  cha'^gcd  the  church  of  Hol- 

h"d.     And  non*  Vw^erc  mere  fervH  and  furious  in  this  thanRo- 

6?ri  Cahcarr,  Kiltt^'iir',  Sic.  in  which  they  were  too  fucccft- 

fulfcr  A  iimr,  until  their  fcandals,  lv*"8  *nd  laxneff  in  othec 

•  hinR«,  made  the-n  lofe  much  of  the^r  forrrcr  credit  axvd  te^^* 

tafion.    Fee  Sliii  Ids  m  ih^  lift  af  Mr  J^oivS  Rcc^vjick    ^*w  \^% 

17,  7h  '-9<^' 


^  f  the  y""  '**^(«  o"**"? 
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ntidclign  rf  Antichrift.  So  that  among  all  the  Pi'dby- 
rrianmkiifters  in  ;l5kdtland,  there  was  lio  public  teftimo- 
f  agniAft  Popery,  and  the  open  efFoits  to  introduce  it* 
©at  hd\revci',  the  pcrfccution  was«6t  fo  inceflantj  yet 
in  their  rage  did  many  times  exert  itftif  in  bioody  itour-k 
5rs  of  fucii  as  they  could  catch  bf  the  Wanderer^i  fi- 
aral  of  which  they  butchered  in  the  fidds  Whei'e  they 
luiad  th<in»  and  others  oh  fcfeffold^,  and  in 'filling  pri- 
ms with  them,  while  the  enetoy  had  no  bthct  to  pef- 
tcutc  and  piiriue  but  them*  Yfet  th^h'grcJkteft  difficult 
i^s  and  difcouragemehts  Mtit  d^bfh  JptofeSed  Prtfbyten- 
ns,  who  had  been  formerly  perfecuted  thenifdves,  aiM 
rho  tided  themfdves  with  the  fore&id  minifteraj  fonie 
f  thefe  perfons  came  to  the  General  Meeting,'  ^hich 
act  at  Trier  minion  upon  the  iBth'of  Jahuai^j  i686i 

An  account  of  what  was  done  therein,  with  i*ehitioii 
:o  thde  perfons,  being  drawn  up  after  the  Meeting.  1 
Oiall  here  fct  down. 

Upon  January  iSthj  1^8^,  Aleiariiicf  Gordon  *j 
John  Dickf,  and  fome  others  came  to  Tritrminhn  af* 
ferting  that  they  bad  Gommiffiops  from  the  Societies  ill 
thcfliires  of  Galloway  and  Ctirrick>  and  fome  of  the  S(v 
cictses  in  Kyle.  Where  their  procedure  was  iftcr  this 
inanner: 

Thefe  who  had  written  Commiflidris  wei*c  defired  fo 
produce  them,  but  the  forefaid  perfons  haVing  lione,  bilt 
oy  word  of  mouth,  were  dcfired  to  remdve  •  a  Uttlc. 
And  in  their  abfen^e  we  fpokc  our  minds  aneht  thefe 
^"Fpofed  grounds,  whereupon  they,  or  at  leaft,  thbfe 
^ho  vere  embodied  with  them  had  built  greit  accufat?* 
ons  againft  us ;  and  after  calling  of  them,  that  ^Jfch  ^VJf? 
spoken  in  tlieir  abfcncc,  was  rehearfed  before  them  t  As 
(i .)  Our  minds  v>-ere  declared  about  the  firft  Call  given 
.  *^  the  minifters,  fhewing  that  it  was  not  now  owncdj 
^  to  the  title,  and  many  of  the  contents  of  it^ 

(2.)  With  refpci^  untn  the  engagement  to  fecrecj^, 
whi^h  was  once  amongft  tis,  lhc>Jv'ing  that  tfe:  ittifapply- 
'"g  thereof,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  firft  peni* 
^^  and  all  the  abufes  thereanenl,  were  acknowledged^ 
*^  a  day  of  humiliation  kept  for  the  fame* 

Ff  ■  (3-)  An:c 

J*  This  AlexanHfr    orc'oo  laird  of  Kilftcurs,  wtts  afttrw^id 
•fcjUtr  repra=rcher, 
^^  Ma  Dick,  alfo,  \iifD  afterward  was 
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..     (3v)  AneQt  fome  expreilions  in  pur  firft  dechrsltk^.^ 
fk  Smqtiur,  W  La^     (about  which*   toxoj  hsi^^v 
,i^ed  debates)  ihewing  what  way  we  underftood  thvi^ 
^words  J  and  declaring  that  we  never  looked  upon  our* 
-iclve$  as  a  formal' judicatoiy,  whatever  ibme  drawetfa 
firomthe  expreffions  therem^  but  declaring  we  t^SM 
not  i&:om  theie  oiur  declarations. 

;.  .'(4^)  Anent  the  proteftation  againft  the  Scotch  Con^ 
:Cregatioil  b .  Rottarda«i>  defiring  the  &cond  article  to 
.  \fi  copfidered;  diftributively,  applying  not  all  the  chargies 
•to  every  <uie  n^ the  mipifters  fijogularlyy  but  what  every 
enc  wa3  guilty  of  ttntp  himfelf^  and  lb  that  there  was 
no  £ilfeh#od  in  thefe  .charges  V  but  withal  acknowledg- 
ing. tjOOP  floncir  Mttemefs  in  £?vcral  expreffions* 

(5.)  A^ent  the  .enlarge;,  of  kying  impofiiions  on  xuinW 
Iters^  declaring  ths^t  yrt  were  againft  all  impofitions  on  mi^ 
nifters^  and  will  defire  nothing  but  what  is  antecedeot)^ 
bound  upoft  them  by  the  divine  authority  of  God  in  the 
.'fcripcitresy  and  the  ecclefiaftis  authority  of  our  church 
confUtutions ;  ip  this  is  no  impofition.- 
i-    ifi.)  .Anent  f<^ching  and  trying  of  icandals,'  expreft 
in  one  of  our  papers  *^  ihewing  that  we  underftood  not  a 
judicial  trying,  but  prmte  and  popular^  by.  way  of  in- 
formation^ that  we  might  the  better  know  our  duty^ 
^  how  to  carry  towards  the  perfons. 
.  (7.)  Anent  the  nature  of  our  General  Meeting ;.  de- 
claring that  thefe  meetings^  as  they  were  neither  eccle&- 
aiiicy  UGt  civil  j,udicatories ;  fo  they  are  of  the  fame  na- 
ture; withr  private  Chriftian  focieties,  feeing  that  in  them^ 
ChriAiaiii  Sufferers  in  this  time  of  extreme  pcrfecution^ 
'do  meet  together,,  in  their  General  Correfpondence,  for 
advice  ai^d  coafent,^  about  the  duties  of  our  di^y :    AnJ 
that  in  thefe  meetings- we  proceed  not  as  a  judicatory, 
making  aAs  and  laws,  but  as  a  feledkd  meeting  of  ChriV- 
.:tians,»  for  promoting  the  work  of  God  in  our  ilatiocs 
i;and  capacity,  proceeding  by  way  of  counfel  and  detcr- 
-minatiork 
.  (&.)  Some  things  were  declared  which  we  judged  not 
to  be  fufficiervt  grounds  of  feparation :  Such  as  i//,  AVliat 
18  determined  only  by  a  man's  own  private  light,  and  dif- 
.  eretive  juc^ment.     2-  Infirmities.     3.  Circumiliinces  ik> 
.ver  reformed,  nor  do£lrinaIly  condemned  by  our  faltli- 
fol  minifters.     4.  Such  controvcrfies  as  being  no  parts 
©f  our  attained  unto  reformation,   overturns  not  the 
word  of  o:ir  churches  teftimony,  againft  Papifts,.  Ma- 
Egntaits^  Scflarians^  and  Q^akUidecs.     £.  No  fcandal 
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confeflcd  and  forfaken,  but  our  mind  is  more  fiiUy  de- , 
dared  of  all  thefe  things,  in  our  Iiifbnnatory  Vindicati- , 
on.  Howbeit  it  is  to  be  advertifed,  that  ptir  minds,  as 
they  were  then  declared,  were  the  fame  with  what  th^ 
were  alwap,  as  to  thefe  things :  Which  (in  &me  mea- 
jure)  may  be  alfo  evident  from  fome  tilings  in  our 'con* 
ferences  whh  the  forefaid  minifters  the  preceding  year. 

After  which,  Mr.  James  Renwick  Shewed  the  caufes 
of  his  going  abroad  to  feek  ordination,  and  the  cafe  of 
thefe  minifters,  by  whom  he  was  ordained ;  and  read 
the  foregoing  paper  fubfcribed  by  Hiomas  Lihing  and. 
Colin  Alifon,  in  vindication  of  thefe  miniJlleFS  from  the 
charge  of  eraftiianifm,  fuperflition,  {jTr. 

Then  thefe  who  were  particularly  fent  from  the  feve- 
Tal  focieties,  in  their  refpeftive  Aures,  did  nominate  a 
number  from  among  tiiemfelves  to  fpeak,  that  confiifion 
might  be  avoided  :  But  there  was  at  this  time  «o  model- " 
led  meeting,  for  as  we  never  choofed  a  prefer  of  authori-/ 
Vf^  fo  there  was  no  prefes  for  order  here  elefted  :  feeing  * 
this  meeting  could  be  only  for  conference,  not  for  ton- ' 
defcending  upon  any  conclusions.     Therefore  it  is  falfe 
whath  vras  informed  at  this  meeting,  vim*'  that  Mr.  James 
Renwick  was  prefes.     And  in  whajL  followeth^  we  pro- . 
ceeded  after  this  manner. 

(i.)  It  was  alked  at  Alexander  Gordon,  John  Dick,  • 
istc.  who  had  not  been  at  our  two  preceding  meetings: ,  ■ 
ivhether  they  were  to  concur  with  us  as  formerly,  Dr 
not  ?  To  which  they  anfwered  neither  freely,  nor  pofi* 
tively,  but  that  thry  were  fo,  for  ought  they  knew. 

(2.)  A  ktter  was  read*, — after  which  the  forefaid  pdr- 
fons  were  defired  to  declare  their  minds,  whither  they 
ONvned  that  letter,  or  not  \  and  though  none  of  th«m 
did  own  it,  yet  they  were  not  free  in  difciaiming  it.  A- 
gain,  it  was  aiked  whether  or  not  they  had  been  in-ftru*- 
iijieutal  in  fprcading  it  ?  And  this  tliey  denied;  though* 
the  contrary  was  known  of  fome  of  them  :  It  is  to  be 
noted,  that  thefe  perfons  being  embodied  with  the  au» 
thor  of  the  faid  letter,  gave  occadon  to  aik  fuch  a  quef- 
tion. 

(3.)  Every  one  who  was  nominate  to  fpeak,  was  deflr- 
eJ  to  give  his  mind  anent  the  declaration  of  Argyle,  and 
Ff2  his' 

•This  Icttrr  was  one  Robert  Ca»!)c:irt*s,  9liabnra<5l  of  tvWich 
ii  in'ert  in  Mr.  Shield's  Life  of  Mr.'  Renwick,  page  ^3r:^96«> 
at  alfo  anfwers  thereunto.     \yhic,h..tpight.  be  ytit\jl^.tL\V^  i'aV 
jefped  to  ihe  couot  of  this  ccn  ^ercnce. 


iQpiffJl  a&  it.  is.  c^opip^exlj  laJsep>  ^bicb 

tj^  foresaid  peribns  vrere  not  pofitWe  SBfucat  it, 

mgl  otb^r  feme^  might  be  put  i^n  fuck  places  i(s 

foed  agaisft^  tkado  tke  wosds  tkcxoc&lTes  feenMd  i^— ^^ 

Kf^^we  told  the^  that  v^  inan  could  be  hindciCL— ^ 

.0^^  the  interpreter  of  his  owi}  wordst  jdt  the  paadti^^^ 

^itf  part]^,  and  the  cxpreflioAS  of  fomc  of  note      .a, 

43ngu  them,  did  put  nq  other  meaning  than  ours  cpc^a^ 

fj^V^  articles. 

(4t)  %^^  ^^^  defired  to  declare  their  inind  anent  tl:^  a| 
j^ejii^raLconcluilon  amongft  us,  viz.  <  That  nothing  Kr-e- 
rlative  to  the  public,  and  coixcornin^  the  whole,  ihok^  Id 
*  be  done  without  the  confent,  at  leaftthe  knowiedgei    of 
^. the- whole,  which  we  do  all  agree  with/     But  the  b-xzct 
fald  perfons  reje£ted  it,  calling  it  an  impofition*     3  ut 
v^e  aoiwered  that  it  was  no  impoiition :  for  if  a  part,  psro- 
IH>ned  to  the  whole,  the  doing  of  a  nccelFary  duty,  and 
if  they  (uifuUy  denied  their  confent  or  c^m^urrence,  tlion 
ttutt  jfiirt  might. do  it  for  theinfelves,  Vith^ut  hreach  of 
ttfi  forefaid  concteiioo. 

(5.)  It  was  aiked,  what  was  thought  of  breaking  that 
fC^pluConj  and  drawing  up,  and  cunfulting  with  other 
pimies^  and  calling  of  pntini/lers,  againft  whom  their 
bretixren  had  juil  exceptions  without  itheir  knowledge  or 
adTice  ?  which  we  Ipqkcd  upon  as  no  fmall  breach  of  u« 
plpn, 

But  tjxe  forefaid  perfons,  (i.)  Allcdged  that  they  did 
not  call,  though  they  did  hear  thefe  minifters  before  our 
conferences  with  them.  (2.)  They  fpakc  againil  th^ 
forefejd  conclufion  ^  faying  that  by  it  they  might  not, 
hear  a  faithful  minifter  when  occafion  ofiercd. 

TTieir  fitft  anfwcr  was  repelled,  as  an  evaiion;   antl 
for  freeing  the  conclufion  of  tlie  cliarge  of  being  an  iw< 
pofition,  we  explained  it  to  ^he  purpofe  of  what  is  iiifi-* 
j^pate  above,  and  ^o  make  it  more  vkur,  added  fom^ 
ftw  ^laveatj.     As, 

I.. That  it  is  not  taken  in  abfolnte  fenft*,  as  a  reftric 
tioa  fimplj  iPecefiary  for  all  times,  all  places,  ;U1  pei 
fons^  all  cafes,  and  things. 

55.  The  conclufion  imports,  that  even  in  neceflary  d 
ties,  which  <;oncern  the  whole,  a  part  ought  not  to 
on  therein,   without  proponing  the  fame  to  the  r 
And  if  ihefe  fhall  finfully  deny  their  concurrence.,  » 
part  may  lawfully,  and  without  breach  of  tlie  cotk  In/ 
do  it  for  themfelves.  ^p«f  cwj7i<f/  i'«//^'/>,  at  cum'thus 


fccQuni)fij^dfeCon/hrettCfjyaf^  do^ 

tidMirft  tlut  wUdk  coxK^ras  the  whcAcj^  ought  to  fab' 
idlbd:b]r the  whole.. 

[•-^Arifef  points  doubt£al  and  cotttrdMtfted,  ib^coo. 
lioai'  iiaportd  an  orderly  md  satcibiu^  method  £ar  ad^ 
Mip  and  deliberating  inent  matters  in  cancrwerfy^ 
b^fii  we  look  upon  it  aaa  hedge  agasnft.  precifutancy 
^  raihoefsy  helpfol  for  the  prefervation  of  union,  pr&« 
itiug  of  confu£on,  the  curbing  of  petulant  fpirit^ 
1  tbe  right  managing  of  aSairs ;  fo  when  according  to 
aiepncluiion,  a  right  method  in  deliberation  about  inch 
Ltters  is  followedi  then  we  choofe  that  which  we  judge 
reeable  to  the  law,  and  the  teftimony^  And  added^ 
It  before  they  had  drawn  up  with  other  parties,  and 
Aed  fucH  miimkers,  they  ihoukl  have  known  if  their 
dhcen  had  any  jull  exceptions  againft  them.  And  if 
Ay-had  aonci  and  yet  denied  their  concurrence  and 
nakut,  the  forefalc}  perfoos  had  been  free  to  do  a^  tkgF 
td^  whliout  violation  of  tliecondufion. 

(5,)  Th^  the  exceptions  that  Were  given  in  agaitiil ' 
le  minifters  with  whom  we  had  the  conference,  beforo 
dated,  were  read  over,  hut  in  a  more  fuccinft  method, 
i»  they  are  in  our  relation,  and  fo  every  one  of  us/ 
ommated  tq  fpeak  was  afked,  whether  pr  not,  they 
"W  clear  to  call  them,  while  tt&efe  exceptions  Rood  * 
^o  Which  we  aU  anfwered,  that  we  were  not  cfeat  few? 
*e  feme.  But  the  foresaid  perfoiy;  reckoned  tl^cfc  cx- 
sptioma  not  to  be  vaUd, 

(7.)  It  was  aiked  at  ^hc  Ibrefaid  perfon^,  whctl^ttr  or 
^  they  were  clear  to  join  with  us  in  general,  and  prtr- 
"Jxhr  fctlowfliips,  now  wheit  they  had  heard  ns  fpexfc 
'«"  minds  fo  freely  ?  But  this  they  rcfufed  tb  anftrer  un- 

*  putting  the  queftion  back  to  us,  whether  or  not,  we . 
^Uld  join  with  them  in  thefe  meetings  ? — After  a  littfe 
liberation,  it  was  concluded  to  anfwcr  pofitively  by  re-t 
*iig  to  concurr  with  them  in  fuck  ipeetings.     So  ii^ 
>j>oiing  the  queftion,  thefe  two  caveats  were  premi- 

*  !•  That  the  queftion  was  not  to  be  about  joining 
f^ily  exerciffe,  or  fuch  like  occafional  meetings ;  io 
^  was  not  refufed  by  the  anfw^  to  the  forefaid  quefti-» 

2.  That  we  anfwered  not  in  the  name  of  our  fo-? 
^ics,  but  in  our  own  names,  having  no  commifRon 
t^  direction  from  oqr  focieties  for  that  eSfe^.    Then 
^  ftate  qf  the  queftion  that  was  projpbned  was  this. 
Confidering,  i^,  That  the  forefaid  perfdns,  are  nei-s  . 
^  plain,  npr  irqe,  in  their  anfwcrs  to  the  precedmct^ 
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^cftions. '  of  .  fo '  great  conc^xxLr^-^^Tdhf^  That  thcT 
jbffre  broken  the  brotherhood,  by  drawuigvp,  and  con* 
fiiltmg  with  other  partks,  (who  in  the  mean  time  were 
fcfkighcairf- things  falfiv  to  our  charge)  without  ouf 
Iwnrledge  and  advice.  31^^,  That  thej  have  fided  witli 
JQpne  minifters  in  points  of  difagreement,  againil  us,  and 
caffled  them,  and  were  yet  clear  to  hear,  them,  even 
irUle.  our  exceptions  againfl  them  ftand  unremoved* 
fe  it  was  afked,  conildering  thefe  things,  whether  or 
woXy  we  were  dear  to  concur  with  the  forefaid  perfons^ 
ia  General  Meetings  and  Societies  ?  whereunto  our  nn« 
iwar  was  ^  ^That  upon  the  forefaid  confiderations  (altho' 
<ither  thing?  might  have  been  named)  we  were  for  that 
time  dear,  not  to  concur  with  them  in  the  forefaid  meet* 
JpgF*  Which,  when  the  forefaid. perfons  heard,  they 
cniad  out,.  It  i»  becaufe  we  are  <;lear  to  call  faithful  mini- 
ftan  that  ^ey  ^vill  not  join  with  us  ;  but  we  denied  fuch 
a  charge,  and  when  we  were  fpeaking  to  them  about 
fine  foTQfaid  reafons,  they  would  not  ftay  to  bear,  but 
feddesdy  and  abruptly  departed, 

■  Thi»  RAert  Catheart  had  pretended,  at  Icaft  to  joitr 
uicoQtending  and^fufiering  for  the  fame  teftimony  wi^h 
ilte  (bcieties  in  Carrickj  .andlprofeiTed  cheerful  and  cor-^ 
dial  adherence  tbereimto»  npon  all  hazards  \  which  for 
a  time  he  feemed  ypry  refolutely  to  fuftain,  until  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  Eari  of  Jtrgy/e  appearing,  he  began  fe- 
credy  and  openly  to  bear  hand  to  tjie  breaking  of  thefe 
focietiet,  and  to  fbew,  either  much  unftablencfs^  or  that 
be  but  .diflembled  in  ever  pretending  to  be  one  with 
thern^  whom  now  be  nslinquithed,  and  ftudied  by  all 
means,  to  traduce.  Which  firft  appeared  in  a  letter,  ac- 
cofing  and  reprefenting  Mr.  Renwick^  and  thoie  that 
joined  with  him,  "  As  fuch,  whom  the  Lord  had  given 
f*  up,  in  a  great  mcafure,  to  the  delufion  of  their  OAvn 
«*  deceitful  hearts,  to  believe  lies,  aiid  follow  the  die- 
*<  tates  of  an  erring  cpnfcience  ;  whom  the  Lord  in  his 
<*  anger,  hath  plagued  with  miiinformed  judgments,  that 
•*  they  pcrfevere  in  the  breach  of  our  folcmn  known  co^ 
**  Tenants  in  two  points, 

*•  Firj}^  In  that  of  error  and  herefy :  For,  (i.)  With 
«•  the  papifts,  they  would  have  their  church  iiif.iUible  ^ 
**  their  practice  tcftifies  this,  in  declining  a  minilVer, 
♦*  be  he  never  fo  faithful  in  his  funftion,  for  the  leaft 
f'  alkdged  perfog:ial  /aiimg^cren  tho-.\\^h  that  which  inak 
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tedge J  cannot  be  made  out :  Surely,  had  thde  roxak 
lived  ill  tlie  days  of  the  apoftles,  they  would  have  re- 
jeAed  them  too  ;  for  they  had  their  own  &ilij!igs,  a 
bodyof  death,  (a.)  With  the  Independently  upas  the 
leaA  failing  in  a  minifber,  they  take  upon  them  the 
power  to  depofe.  I  think  (fays  he)  they  needed  net 
nave  troubled  the  church  of  Gr^/i/V^^^  with  the  ordi- 
nation of  their  Rabbi  Mr.  Renwck  5  they  might  as  well 
'  have  ordained  him  themfelves  ;  ordination  being  as 
<  much  in  their  power,  as  depofition.     {3.)  In  very  liu 

*  tie  they  differ  from  the  Separatifts. 

**  Si'condlyy  In  that  of  church  difcipline  and  govcm- 
•<ment,  they  have  altogether  broken  that,  as(i.)Thdr 

*  fending  over  a  youth,  fcarcc  read  in  the  commtm 
«  heads  of  divmity,  to  Groningen,  a  moft  c«rrtrpt  chin««h, 
«  never  yet  come  the  length  of  prelacy  in  its  reformat 
►«  tion,  having  declined  the  fiiithful  minifters  of  tkc 
**  phurch  of  Scotland^  and  fet  him  up  in  their  room,  as 
^'  Jer^HMm  the  fon  of  Neb  at  did,  when  he  made  idol 
^*  calves,  crying.  Behold  thy  gods,  O  Ifrad!  i(^  did  tSigr 
^*  of  him^  Bihold  thy  reprefentative^  O  church  of  Scot* 
'*  land  !  I  can  call  him  nothing  but  acreatare  w  their 
'*  own  making,  atid  an  idol  whom  they  have  fet  up  in 
^*  the  room  of  the  honeft  minifters  in  Scotland*  (2-)  By 
^*  their  meddling  with  things  which  «nly  l^elong  to  a 
^*  church  j^diqatory,  and  the  higlieft  church  judicatory: 
**  Not  only  being  laick-men,  they  -examine  fauhs,  ye* 

*  abiblve  the  guUty ;  but  alfo,  conftitute  laws  and  make 
\^  afts,  which  none  but  a  General  Affembly  could  do.— 
[*  Muft  the  gofpel  live  and  die  with  Mr.  Renwti^  fop- 
'*  pofe  he  were  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland  ? 
'*  Muft  we  be  all  tied  td  him  ?  But  a  minifter  of  the 
'^  church  of  Scotland  he  is  not  ;  liehher  can  he  be  ad- 
'*  mittcd  to  fit  a  member  of  a  church  judicatory  in  Scot- 
^«  land  :  For,  the  church  of  Groningen  had  no  more 
^*  power  to  ordain  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
^«  had,  than  the  clergy  of  England  had  long  ago  to  con- 
»<  ficrate  Sharp  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrenus,^  "With 
iiuch  more  odious  ftuff  to  this  purpofc,  dilcovcringmore 
aialice  and  ignorance,  than  either  wit  or  ability  to  foi- 
ain  his  charge,  and  bewraying  the  contagion  of  that 
)]::^e  to  have  infe<5t^ed  his  own  heart,  tongue  and  pen, 
rhicli  he  alledges  they  were  fmitten  with,  whom  here 
le  ftudioufly  belies ;  yea,  and  fomewhat  worfe  than  an 
rxing  cimfcicncc,  bslieviiig  lies;   even, a  feared  cotvCcv- 
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•cnce,  dicteting  lies  in  hj^petrifjr ;   xrbich  in  his  Owh  cx- 
-jicriience  with  them,  he  laiew  to  be  liesi 

•  •  Mr.  Renivirky  and  thofe  \nth  him,  drd  indeed  cofnfeft 
and  lament  their  breach  of  covenant,  and  wifhed  their 
bretlM-en  with  ^'om  they  conte^idcd,  and  particttlarly 
thcfe  nixnifters,  whofe  faithfulncfs  he  ib  much  procbitnSi 
to  have  been  more  feniible  of  their  ownbi*eaches  of  that 
•covfcnant,  whith  then  they  had  forgot,  and  now  theyl:ave 
forgone  in  filence ;    And,  upon  thefe  terms  of  mutual 

•  confeflkig  and  foriaking  tlie  breaches  of  that  coveimnt, 
they  always  declared  their  defire  of  imiting  with  theiii : 

"But,  becaufe  they  perfevered  in  the  breach  of  that  cove- 
■  rant,  not  only  in  two,  but  in  all  its  parts  and  arfidcs : 
Therefore  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  difcoiuite- 
iiance  them,  while  they  continued  in  ib  breaking  it*  In 
the  firft  article,  Bt^ng  fo  far  from  etidehvcttriiig  the  pre- 
fervation  iff  the  reformrd  religion  i)f  dc5Iriney  nvorjiyrp^  Jif' 
'  eipUne  itnd' governijknty  that  they  have  complied  wither 
comrived  at  many  things  everilve  o+',  and  deftruftivc  un- 
to that  reformation ;  as  the  iupremacy  in  the  former  in- 
dulg{ences  as  well  as  in  the  prefent  toleration :   The  oaths 
and  'bonds  inconfiftent  thei'ewith,  fome  of  which  were 
taken  by  fome  of  them;   fomfe  again  connived ^t,  and 
not  wimefled  againfl  by  many  of  tliem  -,  the  ccfs  and  o-* 
ther  impofitions  and  exjiftions,  exjprefly  i-cquired  forth*^ 
fuppreflion  artd  deftruftion  of  that   which  they  wer<^ 
fworn  to  endeavour  to  prcfeivc.     As  likewife  not  only  i^ 
lying-by  and  furceailng  from  endeavours  to  prefcrvc  i^ 
when  they  left  off  preaching  and  difci^line,  in  times  C^ 
the  peoples  greatcft  neccflity ;  but  alfo,  in  diffeminatin  2 
other  principles,  and  juftifying  other  pra^eeis,  than  af 
coiifif tent  with  th^'  doftrine  and  govern^nent  of  the  cr^ 
venanted  church  of  Scotland,  v;s.  The  do(Strine  of  a^ 
fociation  with  malignant?  andfectaries  :  The  dcftrine  c^" 
owning  and  maintaining  tyrants. 

In  the  fecond  article.  Being  fo  far  fw>m  ertirpafir.^ 
popery,  prelacy,  t5'r.     That  many  of  them  hvtve  m?.d 
their  peace  with  declared  papifts  j    all  have  owned  th 
head  of  papifts,  the  great  pillar  and  prcmorcr  of  po 
pery :  and  inftead  of  extirpating  prelacy,  have  ccmplio*^ 
with,  or  connived  at  fuch  courfes,  as  conduced  in  th^ 
contrary  to  eftablifh  it :  As  hea^-ing  the  curates,  paying 
them  ftipends,  55*r.     In  the  third  article.    Being  i'o  ii^ 
from  preferving  rights  and  privileges,  {!ft\  as  there  ^ia— • 
liiJed  J  that  not  only  many  have  fubjcftcd  themfclvcs  t^- 
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^tf!l^J^^n>^$  tQ  the^pngodice  of  the  true  fc|[« 
Sijftd  the  Ub^ies  of*  the  chorcb  and  kingdom ;-  pr 
^itirithout  a  teftifno^^:  Bnt  a}ib>  alt  have 
ivmec  to. a dgBxoji^<^rciiq^  MdUbmy ; 
'^fk  ,t)o.0^e  cci▼enaxktf4^al^  in  the  i^ 

^ .    }  andUhrtjp  <  |n,,tlut.ib9CtIi  atftrae^  lafteadL 

QtMRai^vmaijg^      (sTi;^  4«7.)»¥e  toassjr  oif  tboai 

|i9l|df|y:  «d^uttx^  them  t^  the  l^r^'i  table,  Cffr. 
||^^afp,|)wii^  the  2|utboi^it7  of  the;  head  o£  tiL#, 
t^j|l|jpi»tbc.  thnme  of  iniqiiityw  hi  the,  fi^  anide 
i|pi(rr  iy<^e%  our  copjun£tion«  in  firm  peace  aad 
gKmj.4ratJbi  and  duty ;  and  laftoui  pf  that,  'haiipe 
H^fmotiokg and  abetting a^fingdcoofiKleraqr. in db^ 
^p.  In  tbe'fijLth  article,  Infteado£afi\fting  at^d^ 
f^allth^i^yenanted  brethren  y  many  b*re<il44<^ 
fjf^.to  the  afflicted  bv  reprqaches;  and  bxve  bqm 
filpa^inl]^  their  murderers  with  fixpplioa^tf  eac^Ai'- 
IjQflltl^tliig  thereunto :  JixxdjDSflxjwvp}^^ 
itbcxn^res  to  be  divided  ind  wjtlidraim froiptlieir 
IM(  brethren,  and  have  made  defti£Upn  to  ^  iqo- 
gMttf  W  given,jdiem£eLves  to  a'det«^ 
P/tbe  caule  and  tefi^iony  of  Chrtft. .  And  }^_f^ 
nib^n,.  Inftead  of  mpuiiung  for  theie,br^ai;he8  of 
lafiit,.  thoy  yet  defend  or  daub  them.  But, 
4Q':thire  breache*!,  charged  here  on  Mr.  Rcnwki^ 
te-poS)(|A?.with  liim :  Hmvevcr,  they  confefs  mani- 
ifnisA^r  ihcf  deny  thele.  And  in  tliefe  charges, 
tadiji^CMMrf,  ,at  Jeaft>  of  thds  accufcr,  is  fo  manifefV, 
tnXannoti,  efi^ps  the  obfervatlon  of  the  impartial : 
rih.maUng:Uesof  them  whomheAvouldaccufe,  he 
.^d£>.alLthe(e;i^ith  whom  he  would  have  them  claf-^ 
^^  iff^Of^xaidj  mifreprefents  them.  For,  Firjl^ 
jpqiiftsjttevcr  pretended  that  every  one  of  their  doc- 
If  laicks  were  infallible  \  as  this  diiEtator  alledgcs  of 
SQcn, 'both  te^ichcr  and  taught.  Neither  did  they 
iflhme,  or  improve  this  kind  of  infallibnity  here 
ffi^  of  dedming  minifters  for  the  leaft  alledgcd  fail- 
'i|e  knows  wjio  are  like  the  papiils  in  that,  in  fol- 
g  auBifters  h^nd  over  head,  and  allowing  them  as 
rdaxiindeliile  chara<fter  ;  Wherea.^,  the  men  he  ac- 
k.Jnave  been  fo  far  from  pretendiaig  to  JnfaUibility, 
|HBrA>&vc  npt  declined  to  publilh  their  refentment'^ 
iP9|£|^pi^  of  their  miftakes  to  the  worldj  which  h 
|k||r.$6ftiaiony  agiinfl  ^U  pretences  of  io^Uibiiity, 
G  g  x^^iv 
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fhan  thofe  that  contended  ag^inft^hem  ever  yet  profef^ 
ifed  \  though  with  themy  even  with  them^  there  ha^'e  been 
fbond  fovcat Jins  agalnjl  the  Lowd  their  God  /  But  that  cr^ 
rojp  they  will  not  coiucfs>  nor  can  they  ever  be  convi^r-* 
tA,  of  it,  that  ever  they  declined  a  faithful  irdirifter  fofr 
the  Icaft  adledgcd  pcrfonal  failing :  They  have  declared? 
the  contrary  in  their  Informatory  Vindication^  Head  IV. 
p2Lgt  80^  ^c.  If  they  had  been  living  in  the  apoMes  days^ 
a$  they  could  not  have  found  fuch  diforders  to  difconnte- 
nance  ;  fo,  in  cafe  they  liad,  they  would  hare  been  ob- 
liged t^  follow  the  apoftles  pra£tice  a»d  Fules,  they  would 
not  have  called  John  Mr.yk,  when  the  apoftle  dioughc 
not  good  to  take  him  along  v.becaufe,  he  went  mt  with 
them  to  the  work.  They  would  have  joined  with  PatJ  ift 
their  capacity  to  withftand  Peter  to-  the  face,  when  he* 
dificinbled^  They  would  have  faid,  even  to  as  good  > 
minifter  as  Archippus^  Take  teed  to  the  mmiftry^  &c. 
That  would  not  have  been  looked  on  as  an  impofition  on 
minifters  in  the  apoftles  days  >  neither  would  that  have 
been  thought  in  their  days  iinful  feparation,  to  mark 
thofe  ivho  caufed  dvui/ions  and  offences^  contrary  to  tlje  doc'^ 
trine  received^  and  to  avoid  tbeta.  And  to  toitbdratv  from 
brethren  walking  dijirderiy. 

(2.)  He  belies  the  Independ^ntSy  in  allcdging^  they  take 
upon  them  to  depofe  minirters  for  the  leaii  failing  ;  they 
will  difowa  that»  Mr.  Ren^ici  did  ever  aWior,  that 
people  ihould  take  upon  them- to  depofe  mini&ers  for  an]^ 
failings  the  leaft  or  thcgreatcft ;  nor  did  ever  allow  pcii- 
ple,  fo  much  as  to  withdraw  from  minifters  upon  the 
leaft  failing ;  but  upon  fuch  fcandals  as  did  bear  the 
weight  of  withdrawing  according  to  feripture  rule§  :  they 
hadreafon  and  neceflity  to  trouble  the  church  QiGt'onrn-' 
geny  hot  to  make  a  RabB't  of  him  5  but  from  the  power 
they  had  received  of  Chrift  the  common  head  of  the 
church,  to  ordain  him  a  miniftey  of  the  New  Teftament ;. 
feeing  they  could  neither  have  clearnefs  in  point  of  duty, 
nor  confidence  in  point  of  fuccefs,  to  feek  or  obtain  or- 
dination for  him,  from  the  minifters  at  home  (that  were* 
then  far  to  feek,  and'ill  to  find)  except  they  ihoald  have 
refolved  to  lofe  what  they  had  wrought ;  to  deftroy  what 
they  ha  J  built  5  to  condemn  their  own  fuffcring':*,  and 
contradift  their  own  contendings.  And  they  did  alway<i 
difclaim  all  power,  either  of  ordaining  or  depofing  of 
therafelves- 

(3O  He- 
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,'-^3.)  He  does  not  fky,  wherein  th^  cither  agree  or 
difier  from  the  feparatifh.  There  were  never  Uich  jfe* 
paratifts  in  the  world  as  he  makes  tliemj  that  did  depofe 
nainifters  for  every  the  lead  failing.  Wliat  reparation 
Mr.  Remvick  was  for  or  againft,  may  be  feen  in  the  as« 
bove  mentioned  htformaiory  Vindic<ftton^ 

(4.)  If  he  had  been  fuch  a  youth,  fceirce  read  in  the 
common  beads  cf  divinity ;  he  difcovers  himfelf  very  i& 
read  in  them,  when  he  calls  this  a  breach  of  church-go.- 
vemment,  to  fend  fuch  a  youth  to  a  foreign  Univerfity, 
to  be  fitted  for  ordination  in  the  miniftry  5  or,  to  feni 
him  firft  to  be  fitted,  and  then  after  trial  to  be  ordaia* 
;cd,  by  a  reformed  fifter-church,  found  in  their  own  and 
not  contradifting  our  teftimony,  when  ordination  could 
not  be  had  at  home,  without  the  breach  of  feveral  ftan- 
<iing  conftitutions  of  the  government,  yea  without  yieki-* 
ing  to  feveral  corniptions  threatning  the  diffolution  and 
perverdoA  of  the  whole  of  it ;  yea,  without  bowing  to 
ibme  of  the  calves  y^ra^i?/?/?;  had  fet  up:  For,  without 
bowing  or  fubje£ling  himfelf,  either  to  the  idol  of  prela- 
cy or  fupremacy,  or  at  leaft,  to  cjwnplying  with,  or  con- 
Siiving  at  the  bowers  thercohto;  or,  without  forae  way 
of  homologating  fubjcdion  unto  the  land^idols  of  jeal* 
oufy,  cftabliihed  and  encouraged  by  a  power,  and  for  an 
end  equivalent  to  and  correfpondent  with  that  of  Jeroio- 
/tm^f  fupreniacy,  he  could  cot  have  gotten  ordination  in 
Scotland  at  that  time.  The  comparifon  may  feem  odi* 
aushttw^txx  Jerohoam*s  calves,  aril  the  corruptions  and  . 
idefeftions  ^f  minifters  in  our  day  -,  yet  it  feems  more 
pertinent  and  appoiite  than  to  fay,  the  declining  of  thefe 
corrujHions,  and  calling  and  countenancing  a  minifter^ 
M'itneffing  againft  the  altiir  of  ^erohoam^  and  crying  to 
the  generation,  That  \\  cy  have  forfakcn  the  God  and 
covenant  of  their  fathers,  is  like  Jerob$am  fettuig  up  Ims 
calves*  it  is  like,  this  gentleman,  if  he  had  been  living 
In  Jerohanfj  days,  would  have  did  as  much  againft  that 
prophet,  that  cried  againft  the  altar  at  Betbely  and  would 
hirye  condemned  him  as  much  for  arrogancy,  in  refiiJGng 
confonnity  with  the  priefts  and  prophets,  in  thefe  days ; 
crj>eciaUy  if  he,  being  a  young  prophet,  had  not  heark- 
ened to  the  kind  cpunicl  of  the  old  prophet  that  enteir- 
t^'.incd  him,  as  now  he  hath  done  to  Mr.  Jamts  Rettwici. 
However  it  is  a  He,  thr.t  the  church  at  Groningen  never 
came  the  Icngtii  of  prelacy  in  its  reformation  \  except^it 
Vc  fiiid,  that  they  wcr-i  never  fo  far  corrupted,  2i^  10  dc- 
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clinc  to.prelacy  fiiice  their  reformation.     And  it  \k 
fliier  lie  tofay,  that  ever  Mr.  Renwlck  was  called  rcp^::^ 
fisntativcf,  {^r.  - 

(SO  TW  whom  he  accufcs,  never  examined  fau"^/i|^ 
jpor  abfoived  the  guilty,  in  a  way  belonging  to  any  chu  x-c8 
judjcatory  5  nor  in  a  way  not  competent  to  the  mcar\tj# 
private  perfon,  lad  or  lafs,  in  the  kingdom,  being  only  fi 
a  way  of  Chriftian  and  charitatiye  inquiry  about  the 
truth  of  reports,  in  order  to  exhort,  admoniih,  reprove 
or  approve,  and  that  tKey  might  know  how  to  carry  ttv 
wards  them :  Nor  did  they  ever  make  any  hws  or  afts, 
but  fuch  as  any  two  or  three  in  fociety  ixii^t  make  by 
:.  coxnmpn  qonfent^  to  determine  one  another  as  to  duties 
or  dangers :  Nor  did  they  e\xr  iay  or  dre^am,  that  the 
gofpd  Ihouid  Uve  and  die  with  Mr.  ReMmck ;  but  that 
;thcy  were  content  to  live  and  die  with  huh  in  partakiag 
-of  the  goljpel  ordinances,  di^penfed  by  him,  whpmthejr 
.  ,efteemed  a  faithful  minijfter  of  the  church  of  Scotland; 
,  ?md  worthyjto  fit  as  men^ber  of  any  church  pdicatw? 
therein.    The  church  of  Gronmgen  did  not  miake  him  a 
jninifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland;  bu|  they  ordainfi 
him  a  minifter  qf  Chrift,  and  fteward  of  the  myftcrittrf 
.  -  God  *,  a  minifter  pf  the  church  univerfal  (which  is  the 
primary  relatipn  pf  all  minifters)  a  minifter  in  any  church, 
whereof  he  was  a  mcnfiber,  and  fo  cdnfcquently  in  Scot- 
land y  and  a  perfeci(ted  people  in  Scotland  calfed  him  to 
;  be  their  ipiimfter^  whereby  he  carne  to  have  as  good  right 
to  be  a  minifter  of  the  church  6f  Scotland,  as  Mr.  Rwgit 
Mr.  Knoxy  and fevcralreformers,  who  w<irc npt ordained 
by  the  minifters,  of  Scotland  :   Yea,  as  any,'whbno^ 
thefe  twenty  five  years,  have  been  appropriate  to  parti- 
f  ular  flocks,  though  not  by  fixed  ordination  by  minifters. 
And  therefore,   the  difference '  between  the  church  of 
Cr^ni/fg'f;!  their  ordaining  Mr.  Renwirkj    bft.  and  the 
clergy  oifEnglaiid  their  confecrating  Sharpy  as  inmany 
refipecb  it  is  vaft,  fo  in  this,  it  is  as  great  as  between  a 
reformed  church  ordaining  a  faithful  officer  of  (3»rift*s 
)dngdom,  and  a  deformed  church  confecrating  a  knavCj 
no  officer  of  Chrift's,  but  of  aiitichrifts  kingdom. 

Thefe  fturrilous  ihveftivei  hieaped  tbgether  in-  this 
lying  libel  (which  I  have  the  longer  infifted  on,  that  the 
writer  h^tfa  been  fo  much  applauded  and  blown  up  into 
a  conceit  of  himfelf  f or  it,  and  even  by  fome  who  vcfc 
•idiged  bjr  office,  as  well  as  duty,  to  have  checkedhiin'^ 
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^^arrpgance,  ignorance  and  impudence  difcovered  in : 
.t)  might  have  been  thought  naufeating  to  all  that  fhould 
7^^6.  them.  Tet  the  fubfcnption  being  torn  away^  and 
iie  Writer's  name  concealed,  it  was  fpre^d  apd  read 
through  the  fhires  of  Air,  Galloway,  aud  other  pbces, . 
^nd  copies  multiplied  through  many  hands,  only  careful^ 
providing  that  none  fhouldbe  given  or  lent  to  anytherfe 
Lxi  accufed. .  Many  poor  people^  not  I^iowing  whq  wis 
the  author,  took  it  to  be  written  by  fome  miniftcr  tvho 
was  much  concerned  and  had  great  underftanding  in  thefe 
debates,  and  thereupon  were  much  commoved  and  per- 
plexed with  fears  and  doubts,  that  by  their  partaking. 
with  Mr.  Renwick,  efpecially  in  baptizing  their  childrep 
with  him,  they  had  made  themfelves  guilty  of  the  fins 
of  that  church  by  whom  he  was  ordained  j  an^  were 
hereby  fo  exercifed,  that  fome  of  theni  were  caft  into  it 
fever.  At  length  the  Author  being  difcdvered,  people 
thought  not  fo  much  of  it.  Afterwards,  notwithAand* 
ing  the  people  in  Carrick,  who  formerly  had  counte* 
nanced  and  entertained  him,  were  now  much  alienated 
irom  him ;  and  this  Mr.  Cathcart  and  others,  were  turn- 
ed avowedly  oppofite  ^o  l:^in<. 

Thefe  unpleafant  debates  and  cqntendings  being  at 
an  end,  and  the  peifons  with  whom  they  had  the  iaihe, 
being  gone  from  the  place  \  the  meeting  having  met, 
th^c  was  read  before  them  a  piart  of,  Mr.  Hamilton's 
^ong  letter  to  the  Societies,  which  Colin  Alifon  brought 
home  with  him,  who  returned  a  little  before  this  ipi.^et- 
ing.  At  fome  things  in  which  feverals  were  dilT^tisfied  5 
But  it  being  long,  was  not  all  md,  ^e  refl  being  left  to 
another  time  ^.    .  ,   .      .    ,  ' 

Likewife,  there  was  alett^rfromMr^  John  flint  read, 
wherein  he  eameftly  deiired  a  conference  with  fooie  of 
our  number-  Whereupon  the  meeting  refolVed  that  Mr. 
James  Renwick  and  Mr.  William  Boyd,  with  any  other 
whom  they  fhould  cboofe,  fhould  be  defired  to'go  and 
converfe  with  Mr.  Flint.  According  to  this  refolution, 
in  May  thereafter,  Mr,  Renwick  being  at  Edinburgh, 
had  conference  witli  liun,t  \  fhojrt  account  o(  which  l>e- 

;.  •:  See  this  more  fully  in  Mr.  Ren^i^VV-jfV^ctteri  paoic  134. 
•IfhVc  he  advifes  him,  when  wniVng  to  tffc  wfiole,  tK  \n\\t  as 
Id  iQcb  fome  of  vrkom  may  be  bU^^^ateft  f epr^ichecr  jcfa  Q^.Kt 
4iy. 
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isg  drawn  up^  I  &all  let  it  4o\m,  after  I  Jiave  rc}ate4 
.vhotwasfbrtW  done  at  tills  meeting. 

it  was  agr«e<t  upon  a»d  appointed  by  the  meeting  that, 
afd&Ejrof  fai^ngand  prayer  Ckould  be  obferved  by  the  So« 
cietiiss^  t9  ieareh  xmt  the  cauies  why  the  Lord  permit* 
ttd  usto^bp  fo  brokeii  land  dirided  amongft  ouriehres  \ 
and  alfo  lo  lie  under  fuck  fad  and  heavy  reproaches  and . 
snfrepreieBtatbii^.  A  pflsticniar  time  was  not  conclude 
teAv^ati^  but  k  was  Peft  to  every  fojtiety  to  make  choice^ 
#£ what  (fey  they  thought  moft  convenient. 

And  it  W95  appointed,  that  the  next  General  Meeting 
conveen  at  Blackgannech^  npon  the  Srft  Wecbicfday  of 
.4/>W/ thereafter. 

Upon  the  2^h  of  Maji  Mr.  James  Renwicky  mini* 
jWer  <&f  tlic  gofpd,  James  Wilfon,  William  Naim^  James 
Jr^f^  and  Michael  Shields  being  then  at  Edinburgh,  it 
was  tlwmght  esipedient  to  give  Mr  Flint  notice  tliat  in 
mfwer  to  his  defire,  they  were  wilili^  to  meet  with 
hoBy  to  know  what  he  had  to  fay>  (this  was  done  ra* 
sber  left  heihould  takeoccaiiontoboafl:,  tliat  we  woul4 
Tsoty  yea  durft  not  give  him  a  meeting,  than  from  hope 
to  gain  him)  and  to  airfwer  the  defire  of  the  General  . 
Meeting,.  Jan,  28th:,  above  relatied,  ,     ^ 

Mn  James  Renwick  (po^e  to  him  to  this  pnrpoie^ 
That  the  Letter  which  he  fent  in  winter  laft,  to  our 
^e»ds,,  was  read  at  the  taft  General  Meeting,  and  well 
jKccept^d  of  by  them  f  in  token  whereof  they  deiired  . 
fcim,  when  Tie  Ihould  have  the  occafion  of  going  to  Edin-» 
borgb^and  Mr.  Boyd,  with  any  otlier  they  fliouki  cAufe, 
to  meet  and  confer  with  him :  But  now,  feeing  Mr.  Boy4 
wa*  not  there  at  the  time,  ^e  did  not  look  upon  it  a^:  ^ 
frU  aqfwer  to  TJiur  friends  defire,  otherwifc  he  would 
|iave  given  him  more  timeeus  advertifement  v  but  Pr(>- 
vidence  haying  tryfted  them  to  be  there,  he  had  fent 
jRwryni,  that  they  might  in  fo  far  anfwer  their  frienjs 
de^e,  and  ddired  to  liear  what  he  would  fay.  Mr# 
Tc^profefTed  that  is  he  had  feveral  times  defired  a 
loneetingy  fake  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  one, 
liut  would  have  wifhed  to  have  had  more  time  for  delir 
Iteration  :  To  which  Mr,  James  anfwereJ,  That  hi?  could 
have  wifhed  for  that  alfo,  but  feeing  it  was  thus  order- 
ed, and  the  time  of  their  being  together  could  not  b« 
long,  (Mr,  Jan^es  being  to  preach  tliat  night)  ht:  defired 

him 
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fVitn  to  come  to  the  point,  and  fpeak  of  the  difiercfioa 
betwixt  hihi  and  as :  So  he  began  "with  this  : 

!•  That  while  they  were  ftndents  at  Groningen,  Ife 
James  had  written  artetter'  to  Mr^  WiUiwn  Brackcl,  wkh,- 
Mkkt  Mr.  Boyd's  and  his  knowledge  and  confent«r 

2.  That  he  went  on  in  his  orcHiiation  witluMit  acqadin^r 
tnig  Mr.  Boyd,  which  was  diffinmlation. 

3.  That  our  delegate  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  h&i 
given  lying  informations  of  the  remnant  ta  ftrangers* 

T<>thcfirft,  Mr.  Jaines  anfwered.  That  the  faid  letter 
teas  but  a  private  letter,  about  a  particular  bu£nd*s  zxA 
net  relating  to  the  public^  and  therefore  not  their  con- 
cern either  to  know  or  have  their  etmient  thereto^ 

To  the  fecood.  That  he  knew  well  enough  at  that 
Time  there  were  differences  betwixt  Mr.  Boyd  and  theni^ 
and  fomc  exceptions  agaioA  him,  [To  this  Mr  Boyil 
afllntcd.3 

To  Ihe  third,  Mr.  James  faid,  Tlaat  Mr.Hamaton 
<Ienied  what  was  allcdged  agamfthim,  sod  the  contr aiy 
^^  not  yet  proved  ;  and  gating,  but  not  granting  thai: 
he  had  10  informed  J  as  he  faid.  How  could  that  becliar^ 

gcilvpoi»ns  ? At  this  time,  Henry  liove,.  (whocanar 

-     with  Mr.  Fiitit)  began  te  fpcak  foraewhat ;  whereapoa 
\     Mr.  James  4efired  him  to  hold  his  peace,  for  he  {hoi&U[ 

I    not  be  fuflered  to  fpcak,  being  linder  fcaiidal.     About 
this  time  Michael  Shields  faid.  That  we  did  not  meet 
^Itb  Mr.  John  as  a  miniftcr,  neither  did  we  look  Hpon^ 
-    fcut  denied  him  to  be  fuch. — Upon  wliich  Mr.  Flint,  in 
!   '^ngcr,  repeated  his  former  accufations,  adding,  **  That    ^ 

•*  they  had  confounded  church  and  ftatc  together  uk 
,    **  their  nicotines. — Hsid  ov^ertnrned  our  declarations  m 
.*     **  paying  of  cuftoms, — and  that  they  obftJ  lately  held 
'^■'  ■    '*  anJ  maintained  thij  idolatrous  names  of  tlic  days 

y     "of  the  week,  and  months  a^.  the  year.'* After  he 

*'f;l    j^^ddoire,  Mr-  J-^mes  aufwercd  tohis  firft  accufation  2»  ■ 

^^      js  already  related  5  aiul  to  hrs  additional  accufeioMi  inx^ 

^'      fhal  we  had  confounded  church  and  liate,  isfc*  Mr. 

.•■irncq  aiifwered  to  this  effcil.  That  wc  altogetli^r  deni- 

'!"!     p  this,  neither  could  the  fame  be  inftrufted  againft  us, 

■'.';      "^'  ^^'x-:  a  rahnnny  caft  upon  U5  by  our  atitagonifts :  For 

";*      ^'"'^  i\\s\  not,  nor  do  not  look  upon  our  meetings  ekher 

^'     ''^'^ivilor  ccclefialtical  judicatories,  but  only  as  meetings 

^      ^*^  Chi.ftian  fuffercrs,  acting  jointly  and  unaniraoully, 

Ji*hering  to  our  ancient  la\«'s  and  covenanted  wodc  of  r<i- 

"^       orniatioii^  dcfirhi^  to  know  the  duties  of  our  du.v^  t\v7\X. 
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id  in  our  ftations  we  might  keep  up  in  this  land,  accoiw 
ding  to  our  power,  the  teftimonv  of  our  Lord  Jefm 
Chrift. 

It  was  objeAed  by  Mr.  John,  TUtt  Mr«  James  did  fit 
in  our  Meetings. 

-  To  this  it  was  anfwered.  That  he  never  fat  as  a  inem» 
ber  in  any  of  thefe  meetings,  but  only  gave  his  adrice 
in  matters  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel. 

As  to  the  overturning  of  our  declarations,  l^c.  it  wag 
anfwered.  That  this  could  not  be  inftrufied,  for  we  hear- 
tily adhered  to  them* 

It  was  objefted  by  Mr.  John,  That  Mr,  William  Bojd 
faid  to  him,  that  we  reliled  from  fome  things  in  them. 
■  To  this  it  was  anfwered^  That  if  Mr.  Boyd  faid  any  thing 
amifs  concerning  them,  he  could  only  do  it  for  himtdU^ 
and  not  in  our  xlame,  for  he  had  no  commiffion  from  us 
for  that  effeft* 

It  was  aiked  at  Mr*  John,  If  he  looked  upon  our  de- 
darations  as  authoritative  actions,  publifhed  by  perfoos 
invefted  with  authority  ?  He  anfwered.  He  looked  u- 
pon  them  as  publifhed  by  a  poor  fuffexing  party,  reduc- 
ed to  their  primitive  ftate,  adhering  to  our  covenanted 
work  of  reformation,  founded  upon  the  laudable  and  an- 
cient laws  of  the  kingdom.  To  which  it  was  replied, 
That  we  did  the  fame  5  the  publiftiers  having  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law,  but  not  of  the  judge. 

As  for  the  cuftoms,  we  would  not  defend  the  paying 
of  the  fame,  yet  we  did  not  look  upon  the  paying  of 
them  to  be  a  ground  fufficient  in  itfeU  of  feparation  from 
perfbns,  againfl  whom  we  had  no  other  exception,  eithfr 
as  to  matter  of  judgment  or  praftice. 

To  the  laft,  viz.  the  naming  of  the  days  of  the  week, 
feV.  it  was  anfwered,  That  we  did  not  defend  the  nam- 
ing of  them,  and  heartily  wiihed  the  fame  were  refbrm- 
cd,  yet  we  did  not  look  upon  the  fimple  naming  of 
them  as  a  fuificient  ground  of  feparation  from  any  per- 
fon,  neither  did  we  think  this  time  of  our  broken  anJ 
coniiifed  flate  fit  for  reforming  the  fame,  we  having 
greater  and  weightier  matters  to  be  exercifed  with ;  and 
as  Mr.  Durham  fays,  *  Nothing  fhould  be  done  but  what 
•  is  for  the  good  of  the  chr.rch.' 

It  was  objefted  by  Mr.  John,  That  the  reformation 
of  them  was  both  nccefTary  and  eafy  to  be  accompli^' 
tA.    To  which  it  was  anfwered.  That  we  did  not  fe^ 

the 
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^etiAKA^t  oecei&ty  of  it  at  this  time^  neither  fuch  an 
saly  thing:  as  he  faid* 

Ir  was  further  objefted  bjr  Mr,  John,  That  the  mxt^ 
ng  thegi  was  contrary  to  fcripture»  as  Pfah  xvi.  4;  Hp^ 
i.  1(5,  I7»  To  which  it  was  anfwercd,  That  thcfe  ftrip- 
wnes  had  a  ttelation  to  the  not  wor/hipping  of  idolsj  and 
lot  \m  die  fixjnple  naming  of  them,  otherwajs  they  fhould 
>e  contrary  to  fome  other  places  of  fcriptnre,  where  the 
names  of  idok  are  nientioned. 

It  was  alkeAat  Mr.  John,  Whether  James  Ruflel  hit 
joining  with  and  fludying  under  Cocceians  was  finful  or 
iioir?  To  .which  he  refufed  to  anfwer/ 
..-  IVforeover,  it  was  a£ked  at  him.  How  he  would  rqcon* 
cileitwo  of  his  letters  written  to  us,  in  the  firft  of  which 
he. had  commended  us  at  an  high  c^e,  and  in  the  other^^ 
hi: :  had  -cried  us  as  far  down  again  \  whereas,  at  the 
vnriting  of  both  letters' we  were  one  and  the  fame  ?  To 
which  he  refiiied  to  anfwer^  until  he  faw  bis  letters.  . 
•»"■•■■■ 

>  ;  l^BOUGR  it  was  fad,  that  dnemi6s  were  making  great 
ttdivanc^  in  order  to  acoomplifh  their  deiign^f  introdu- 
'cing  Fopifli  idolatry,  in  this  land,  yet  it  was  fomewhat 
'pcomifiBgwlike,  that  there  was  in  the  interval  fome  fmall 
-iritncis  and  teftimony  given' againft  it  by  the  boys  ki  and 
about  Edinburgh,  and  fome  others,  of  whom  no  fuch 
thing  was  expefted.     Againft  thefe  the  cruel  enemy 
kythed  their  malice,  in  cauiihg  fome  of  them  fufibr  even 
Vnto  death,  and  puniihing  others  by  fopnrging  and  im-> 
•pfiibnment.    Tnis,  as  it  demonftrated  the  cruelty  of  the 
adverfaries,  which  as  it  was  fevere  and  implacable  againft 
any  who  manifefted  the  leaft  diffatisfaftion  at  their  wic- 
ked courfes,  fo  it  is  not  to  be  pafled  without  obfervation, 
4iiat  when  many  were  filent  whofe  place  and  office  cal- 
led them  to  fpeak  and  appear  againft  Popery,  that  then 
^ta  boys,  ^c.  fliould  be  ftirred  up  to  Ihcw  fome  dif- 
like  of  the  fame« 

But  in. the  mean  time,  thefe  enemies  did  not  forget 
•heir  great  eye-fore,  the  weft  country ;  but  continued 
in  periecuting  them,  and  efpecially  the  United  Societies, 
whofe  trials  and  affiiAions  at  this  tune  were  many^  for 
beiide  the  heavy  hand  of  the  bloody  advcrfary,  the  tongues 
•and  pens  of  feverals  were  bent  againft  them,  they  were 
-loaded  with,  reproaches  and  mifinformations,  efpecially 
-by^  Alexander  Gordon  of  Kilfteurs,  one  who  had  former- 
ly appeared  very  zealous  for  the  canfc  for  wtikti  xVvt^ 
Ji  h  VT^t^ 
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WiMtxyStnn^y^^^^       broken  off  and  had JoibdF  ^viSA 
i^efe  niinifters  who  ciirne  Over  with  Argyley'V'honrihe 

g6cietie9  had  npcIearnef&tioF  heiaur^/asr  is  relaMRl  befoi^^ 
ho'with  Relbert  Cath<t^,  £5V>  were  at  no  finalljpstins- 
^..  fpread  reproaches  and  iiliiii]formatk)iXi5J| -JioV/i^^ 
liopelnthis  land,  bu|b  alfa /accounts  were  fditWlre^ 
ladd>  ajid  infdtm^tions  feiict  to  Holland  and  turned  intti^ 
i)atch^^  that  the  means  the^  had  ufed  had  proved  fo  fu(S- 
cefsfiil,  that  all  had  now  left  Mr.  Renwick,  but  about  % 
Ikundred  poor^  flljy  daft  bodies^  that  were  now  rnnniog 
through  with  hhn  and  robbing  the  country,  ^c*    Their 
aftivity  in  this  \vx)rk  was  great*    Alexancfer  Gordon  fbrc^ 
iaid^  went  to  Bafs  and  Blackiiefs  priions  with  fbme  psr-^ 
jpersi  (wherein  were  lad  and  heavy  mifreprefentations  of 
the  focietiesy  drawn  up,  as  was  fuppofcd,  by  fdmef  of 
whom  better  things  were  expciled)  which  he  ihewed  to 
and  left  with  thefe  minifters  that  were  in  the  faid  prifoss 
and  a  perfon  who  knew  nothing  of  it  before,,  coming  b 
to  vifit  fome  of  the  prisoners  fhortly  after  Mr.  Gordon 
l&ad  been  there,  got  a  copy  of  thefe  papers^  which  was 
l&rought  to  the  General  Meeti<ig,  which  met  at  BlaA' 
gannock^  upon  tUt  lih  of  jiprili  1686^ 

After  prayer  and  modelling  of  the  meeting,  thoe 
was  read  before  them  a  letter  to  fome  minifters  of  the 
Bafs,  fubfcribed  by  William  Lockhart  and  John  Dick- 
fon,  whereof  Alexander  Gordon  was  the  bearer  ;  and 
two  papers  th'e  one  intitled,  an  information  agaihft  Mrr 
Renwick's  party,  given  in  to  miniftiers ;  and  the  other 
an  account  of  the  conference  at  Friermintoriy  January 
aSth,  1686.  (a  true  account  of  which  is  already  given.) 
In  both  thele  papers  there  are  many  grofs  falfehoods  and 
mifreprefentations  ofperfons  and  things^  fucli  as,  That 
Mr.  Renwick  was  Prefes  in  that  meeting  at  Frierminion; 
— ^Thatthey  have  arrogate  to»themfelves.the  government 
of  both  church  and  ftate,.and  the  management  of  both 
civil  ahd  ecclefiaftic2rl  affairs — by  the  fame  perfons  and 
affembly  5— That  they  have  conftitute  themfelves  into> 
and  aflume  the  title  of  a  Convention  of  Eftates  ; — and 
have  afted  accordingly,  in  a  legal  authqritative  depofing 
of  the  late  King,  refcinding,.  cafHng  and  annulling  aU 
the  afts  and  ftatutes  made  by  him  fince  the  year  1660- 
They  next  expatiate  upon  fome  things  in  the  ftrft  call  to 
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SlfhiOupimifteES^  ^Itho*  they  kpew  tibiat  the  fame  was  fooa 
^refiled  £rom»  and  feveral  things  in  itretra£ted  and  coa- 
4enmed  by  the  following  meeting,  (as  is  ahready  fhewn) 
and  although  fe^verals  of  them  (particularly  Kilfteurs) 
were  principal  agents  in^  and  managers  of  that  call. 

Flnsdly*  they  fay,  that  the  veiy  caufe  for  which  Ac 
(bciQty-people  refufed  to  join  with  them^  was,  hecaui^e 
pf  fheir.junbiguity  in  their  aniwers  in  tW  for;e(aid  mee- 
ting at  Frierminion,  and  becaufe  they  own  it  as  their  di^-* 
pj  toxall  and  hear  fuch  ininifters  as  hav^e  owned  and  do 
own  and  adhere  to  the  trwic  received  principles  of  the 
church  of  Gotland,  founded  upon  the  written  word  of 
God» .  and  whatfoever  declarations  and  teftimonies,  foi"-* 
jner  or  later,  particiilar  or  more  general,  are  agreeable 
thereto. — r: 

The  hearing  of  thefe  papers  was  not  a  little  affefltinij 
to  the  meeting,  not  only  upon  the  aticount  that  the  fo^ 
eieties  were  fo  fadly  mifreprefented  in  the  fame  ;  b\it  al- 
io that  they  wece  fo  mifreprefented  to  fome  miniftcrs 
for  whom  :they  had  a  great  refpeft,  a^d  pf  \vhofe  fympa- 
|hy  they  defired  to  be  fharers. 

But  although  the  confideration  of  thefe  things  was  re*- 
ry  heavy  and  grievous,  yet  the  confcloufnefs  of  their  bc^ 
ing  innocent  and.  free  as  to  the  moft  weighty  charges  cafl: 
upon  thei9,.  was  helpful  tO:|them  under  the  fame.  And 
any  who  wiU  be  at  the  pairis  t.9  confult  th,e  Inforjpatory 
Vindication,  (printed  after  this)  and  the  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  ipeeting,  (related  be&fe)  will 
plearly  fee  how  fadly  they  are  wronged* 

The  meetiQg,  after  deliberation  concerning  what  was 
then*  duty  in  reference  to  thefe  papejs,  did  refolve  and 
think  it  expedient  that  Mr,  James  Renwick,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Boyd,  George  Hill,  J^mes  Wilfon  and  Michael 
Shields,  fbould  be  defired  to  draw  up  a  paper  containing 
a  vindication  of  our  prii^ciples  and  pra£l;ices,  in  anfwer 
to  the  moft  material  of  the  accufatiohs  and  n^ifrpprefenta- 
tiohs  contained  in  the  informations  given  in  againft  us^ ; 
as  alfp,  a  true  relation  of  the  conference  at  ^Friermimon, 
and  bring  it  to  the  next  meeting,  that  they  might  confw 
der  the  fame. 

Though  this  work  was  both  unpleafant  and  trouble* 
fome,  yet  the  fame  was  judged  neceflary  in  order  to  vin- 
dicate themfclves  and  the  caufe  they  owned  from  thefe 
£alfe  charges.  This  was  the  rife  and  occafion  of  writing 
M  h  :4  oi|r 
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terlQfenaatorfT!ndication»    ^tb«fotekw^prilitei) 
it  was  moFft  th^  oiKct^vifed  *.  r 

,.  It  was  alfoi  at  thb  meeting,  nsfolved  and  aitpomftd, 
l||bat  every  member  of  this  meetuig  fhould  acquaint  itiid 
. .  \(cSa^  th^  reipe£tivc  focieties  from  whom  jfche^  wcm;  ftoti 
io  ^rovi4e  ^emfelves  of  arms^  and  to  te-lng^  the  iama 
%ith  them  when  opportunity  ftiould  offer  to.h^arHm 
go:^!  and  alfo  to  General  Meetings  for  their  PWP  W 
their  brethren's  defence* 

The  occasion  of  this  refolution,  was,  that  fev^cralpct^ 
fbns  had  of  late  become  ilack  and  remifs  in.tbiSf 

And  it  was  appointed  tliat  the  next  meeting  ihouU 
meet  at  Aucbengilloch^  uppn  the  firft  Wednefday  of  J% 
liext.  This  General  Meeting  was  appointed  to  voi^V 
the  fopner,  th?it  th^  emitting  of  the  yin^ics^tim  ^h| 
llehaftned. 

The  Enemies  went  on  ftill  in  their  wicked  defignt 
to  introduce  Popiih  idolatry,  and  inflave  the  nfttion  \ 
dfui  for  effeAuating  thereof,  they  endeavoured  to  get 
Fapifts  advance4  to  places  of  power  ancl  truft.  ^^t  die 
penal  ftatutes,  which  are  the  leg;il  bulwarks  of  pur  religion, 
which  incapacitate  and  exclude  §ill  Papifts  from  the  Icaft 
,  of  thefe  places,  (landing  in  theu'  way|  they  r^folvecLto 
hjave  thefe  removed  ;  and  for  that  effect  called  a  Farlia-* 
ment  that  met  in  Aprils  to  which  the  JLarl  of  Murray 
was  Commiffioner :  In  which  they  were  dif^ppointed 
(beyond  what  was  expcfted,.  coniidering  what  men  that 
drunken  Parliament  were)  as  to  the  taking  away  cJf  th| 
Penal  ftatutes,  upon  account  of  vhich  they  were  fooa 
diffolved.  And  contrary  to  all  law,  hy  virtue  of  the  u« 
furped  jjbfolute  power,  feveral  Papifts  were  advaBced, 
not  only  after  this  time,  bi:t  alfo  before  it,  In  the  meafl 
tSme,  the  weft  country  and  feveral  other  places  wanted 
not  pferfecutipn  and  trials  \  and  in  particular  the  focic^ 
ties  had  feveral  difficulties  to  grapple  with,  and  ampng 
other  things  the  reproaches  caft  upon  them,  and  mifreprct 
fentations  of  their  proceedings,  as  is  before  related, 

"Whekefore,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
|%fl  meeting,  a  4i'^ught  of  a  paper  pr  vindication  was 

brought; 

•  Mr.  William  Boyd  (laving  the  principal  hand  in  drawing tbf : 
Hrft  diraoghc  of  it,  occaGoned  it  to  r>crd  the  more  revifing.  Brt 
f  rowing  iixiiatisf?6lory,  ii  wa&  aftercvard  tranfcnbed  ;iod  altered ' 
hj  Mr.    lamci  Henwic*^.     S^t  V»  \\  Vitvw^  vd  V^  Lite 
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i3V*Oiigbittothi8  General  Meeting,  which  met  at  Auehett* 
^ilhch^  upon  the  5  th  of  May,  x685« 

After  prayer  and  inodclling  of  the  meeting,  the  vindi* 
nation  wa&read  in  part  ^  but-  in  regard  it  was  long,  2md 
:he  place  inconvenientat  the  time  to  (lay  in,  it  was  thougltf; 
it  to  go  to  feme  hbufe.  Accordingly  the  meeting  hav* 
ng  parted'that  night,  cohveencd  the  next  day,  before 
iv^homi  the  i^id  paper  was  read,  and  fome  things  helpejl 
in  it.  But  tlie  further  confideration  thereof  was  thought 
Bt  to  be  referred  to  another  time, 

Li  the  mcap,  time,  it  was  appointed  that  the  aoth  of 
May  Aould  be  obferved  by  all  our  focictics  a  day  of 
failing  qiid  prayer  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  would  girc 
light,  couniel  and  direftion  how  to  do  and  what  to  do 
in  the- affair  concerning  that  paper  of  vmdication,  and 
that  if  it  be  not  for  his  glory  and  the  advantsige  of  his 
caufe  that  it  may  be  cru&ed  and  not  permitted  to  come 
puiy  further  ;  But  if  it  be  conducive  tor  thcfe  cnd^,  that 
he  would  countenance  and  blefs  it,  anc}  that  he  would 
take  the  management  of  that  affsur  in  his  nwiji  hand. 

It  was  appointed  that  the  next  meeting  ihaU  meet 
^    .,  . , — ^  u|)on the firft  Wedi^efday  of  Jun^ next. 

At  BEIT  the  cruel  enemy  had  endeavoured  much for-» 
merly  to  debauch  and  infhare  the  confciences  of  people 
by  wicked  oaths  ^nd  bonds;  yet  ;is  not  being  weary  tliei-e-? 
of,  in  the  interval  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and  this, 
there  was  a  Bond  called  the  Bond  of  Regulation  irapolcdl, 
by  many  nQblemen  and  gentlemen  upon  their  tenants  in 
obedience  to  an  aft  made  in  Queenlliery's  parliament,  and 
fome  caufed  it  to  be  infert  in  tlicir  tacks  j  by  which  the 
takers  obliged  themfelyes  to  live  r^gubrly,  keep  the 
kirk,  and  refrain  from  conventicles,  ^c.  which  in  the 
enemies  fenfe,  was,  not  to  withftand  but  ftupidly  to 
comply  with  whatever  was  impofedt  To  this  (alas  !) 
many  yielded,  though  others  were  hdped  to  refufe  it, 
and  chofe  rather  to  fufter  than  to  fin,  In  the  mean 
time,  (though  not  many  of  the  wanderers  had  this  -  ten^f 
tation,  being  put  from  their  pofTeflions  before,  yet)  they 
wanted  npt  their  fhare  of  other  trials  and  pcrfecutions  of, 
the  time,  which  (to  the  praife  of  free  grace)  did  rather 
animate  than  cool  their  zeal,  and  ftir  them  up  to  dili-r 
pence  in  duty.  But  one  thing  was  very  afflicting„?.ml 
heavy  to  bear,  viz.  the  reproaches  caft  upon  them  50ot  < 
only  by  ^Dcifu^i  but  eyen  t>y  th«(e>vbo  {ho\xVd  W*^ 
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'being  ftrengthners  of,  and  fympatluzers  with  them  i| 
their  a6ii£lions,  from  which  they  endeavoured  to  dea; 
■themfelyes,  and  vindicate  the  caufe  by  publifhinga  Vin« 
dicatioii,  which  was  again  brought.to  thus  meeting,  wImcIb^ 
tonveened  at upon  the  2d  of  June,  i686. . 

Where,  after  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  MccU 
•Sng,  the  Vindication  was  again  taken  to  confid9i)atbn  \ 
•But  the  further  revifing  of  it,  was  thought  fijL  to  be  de* 
layed  a  little. 

Mr.  William  Boyd  being  at  this  meeting,  and  having 
sui  ii^^lination  to  go  out  of  the  land ;  But  definng  tp 
know  |the  Meeting's  mind  therein,  and  tp  have  their  con^ 
fent  thereto^  propofed  to  them,  what  they  thought  of 
his  going  abroad  tp  revife  his  {ludies'*^..AqLd  deilr.e4  to 
]know  if  they  would  give  him  a  teftificate,  in  order  to  hk 
ordination  where  }ie  could  lawiFully  have  the  opportmiip 
ty  to  obtain  it, 

^'  The  Meeting  after  deliberation,  refolved  that  an  an- 
fwer  could  not  be  prefently  given  him.  Wherefore  it 
?was  thought  fit  that  every  one  of  the  Commiffioners 
ihould  be  defired  to  acquaint  the  Societies  they  camefroi% 
of  the  fame.  An4  that  a  day  (vivi.  June  roth)  for  fup- 
plication.  and  prayer  to  the  Lord,  fhould  be  obferved  by 
them  to  feek  light  and  counfel  what  to  do,  and  how  to 
do  in  that  affair. 

As  ^fo  that  another  meeting  fliould  be  appointed  u? 
.  jX)n  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  at  Auchengilloch^  untp 
which,  thefe  who  come,  fhould  bring  with  them  thp 
mind  of  their  Society  in  that  matter, 

Accordingly  a  meeting  did  convecn,  {day  and 
place  forefaid)  to  which  Mr.  Boyd  having  come,  he  de» 
clared  that  (with  refpe^l  to  what  they  were  about  con- 
cerning him)  it  was  not  hi%4*€folution  at  the  time  either 
to  feek,  or  take  ordination,  albeit  he  fliould  get  the  op- 
portunity to  obtain  it  lawfully,  but  only  to  go  abroad  for 
irevifing  his  fludiesf .     Though  his  declaring  this  to  be 

his 

*  Tt  is  here  to  be  obfcrved  that  he  finding  Hs  draught  o''a  v^'n- 
dication  w»s  not  ii^ceptable,  w^inted  by  going  abroad,  to  fhift 
for  himfelf,  and  fhuo  it. 

t  His  diffimuhtion  ia  this,  appeared  afterward,   and  as  fomc 

accounts  b:far,  he  had  then  obtained  a  teftificate  from  fome  of 

the  m\m^^x%  who  were  oppofitc  tp  the  Societies,  in  order  to  di- 

indt  them  amcngil  them(e\ve«,  \t\  vjVi\c\\  he  was  fucceftfufL 

Sec  more  of  him  in  ReawicW^  V.^u^^^>  vix.  ^^^  ^s>  s\,  !,^. 
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liSs^cnd  and  defign  in  going  out  of  the  land^  helped  i& 
ideiir  fome  perfons  in  the  meeting,  as  to  their  giving  of 
:hcir  confent  to  his  going  abroad  ;  yet  there  being  fome" 
)ifFerences  betwixt  him  and  feverals  in  the  focieties,  it 
Hr^LS  thought  fit  to  fpeak  df  them  at  this  time :  Accordi- 
ngly there  was  fundry  things  fignified  to  him  by  fevers! 
>erU)ns,  which  had  been  offenfive,  Whereunto  he  an- 
Vfcrcd  particularly ;  which  cKd  in  fome  meafure  fatisfy. 
the  meeting.  "Whereupon  he,  at  the  meeting's  defire, 
giving  it  under  his  hand,  in  a  paper  called  his  teltim6- 
ny,  that  he  was  in  one  judgment  with  the  focieties,  as 
to  the  controverfies  •  of  the  time,  and  that  he  did  not 
leave  them  through  any  diflatisfaftion  at  them,  or  to  diC 
foin  from  them  ;  they  thought  they  could  not  refafe  ta 
giv6  their  confent  to  his  going  abroad,  only  in  order  to 
fevifing  of  his  ftudics,  nor  to  give  him  a  teftificate  of 
chriftian  carriage  while  convcrfant  among  them,  which 
being  drawn  up  after  the  md^ting,  was  delivered  to  him^ 
who  not  long^  after  this  went  away- 

The  Meeting  further  refolved  that  a  letter  fliould  bet 
written  to  Mr,  Robert  Hamilton,  in  order  to  know  how 
it  was  with  Mr.  Linings  who  was  with  him  in  Leewar- 
den  getting  the  benefit  of  learning  from  a  minifter  in  that 
place,  defiring  him  that  if  Mr.  Lining  be  found  qualified^ 
that  he  would  lay  out  himfelf  to  procure  his  ordination. 
Which  letter  being  written  was  fent :  Whereunto,  not 
long  after,  Mr.  Hamilton  returned  an  anfwer.  A  copy 
of  the  letter  follows, 


Much  honoured  Sir^ 

THIS  is  amongfl  our  greateft  complaints,  the  want 
of  the  preached  gofpel,  in  a  powerful  manner, 
and  plentiful  meafure  ;  and  the  cafe  of  our  land  feems  to 
be  fo  now,  that  if  there  were  but  fome  few  minifters  to 
concur  witli  us,  and  plenifli  the  country,  they  might 
thro'  the  Lord's  affiftance  be  inftruments  of  very  much 
good.  For  there  is  not  only  a  general  willingnefs,  out 
alfo  a  great  longing  and  anxiety  amongfl:  people,  thro* 
very  much  of  the  country,  to  hear  the  gofpel :  So  that 
we  may  fay,  it  is  with  us  as  in  Ifa.  xli.  17.  The  poor  and 
needy  feeh  watery  and  there  is  none^  and  their  tongue  fail* 
€tb  for  thirjt.  Whatever  the  Lord  purpofeth  to  bring 
out  of  it,  there  is  now  a  more  earnefl:  defire  after  the  word,^ 
than  we  have  obfcrved  iormexlY  amongft  the  peo\iVt  \ 
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Tea  feemlngly  the  threatcnings  and  cruelty  of  the  eneiiq|f 
would  not  much  terrify  them  from  following  of  the  go& 
pel,  from  mountain  to  mountain.  And  alfo  how  coufinn- 
sng  and  comforting  would  it  be  tothe  people  1  and  what 
a  mean  would  it  be  to  wipe  off  fome  of  our  reproach 
frKxcck,  amongfl:  men,  to  have  mtnifters  concurring  toge* 
ther,  feeing  with  one  eye,  and  fpeaking  with  one  mouth| 
wtarking  with  one  hand,  and  lifting  with  one  ihoulder. 
O  cry  mightily  to  the  Lord  that  he  would  fnpply  with 
Help  in  this  cafe*  We  doubt  not  but  thefe  ccniufiderati* 
cms  will  have  great  wei^t  with  you*  ^ 

Hence  we  defire  i/?,  to  know  if  Mr.  Thomases  maft« 
looks  upon  him  to  be  in  any  tolerable  capacity  as  to  li« 
terature  for  fubjefting  to  ordination.  And  if  not,  wc 
would  have  him  go  to  the  Univerfity  of  Groningen, 
and  are  willing  to  maintain  him  there  for  a  feafon.-  Al« 
£>  let  us  know  your  own  thoughts,  if  the  Lord  be  fitting 
Jum  for  the  work,  idly^  Vfe  defire  to  know  if  you  hate 
«ny  juft  exceptions  againi):  him,  that  w2ll  bear  weighty 
mnd  if  fo,  to  acquaint  its  with  the  fame.  But  'jdfy^  K 
there  be  none,  and  if  he  be  at  the  time  fit,  we  ddire 
that  you  will  lay  out  yourfclf  to  ,the  uttermoft  of  j€fat 
power,  for  a  vaiid,  and  lawful  ordination  of  him,  with 
as  great  expedition  as  poflible. 

However  we  defire  previoufly  to  know  who  arc  the 
minifters  by  whom  you  expeft  him  to  be  ordained,  and 
where  they  are  ftanding,  that  our  coufciences  may  beA* 
tisfied  anent  them,  and  we  may  tiinej^ufly  give  our  con^ 
fent.  As  alfo  we  would  be  previouliy  acquainted  (if  the 
Ijord  fhallbe  pleafed  to  carry  it  through)  with  the  time 
of  his  ordination,  that  we  may  keep  foinc  days  apart  be- 
fore the  Lord  upon  tliat  acpount.  ■ 

So  praying  that  the  Lord  may  direft  and  affift  you  in 
that  affair,  and  may  fbrengthen  and  comfort  you  in  all 
your  combats  for  his  precious  truths,  and  may  help  yoo 
to  behave  in  the  midft  of  the  generation,  fo  as  you  may 
have  his  teftimony,  and  may  grant  you  grace  to  perfe-  • 
vere  unto  the  end.     We  ren^in, 

Alitch  honoured  and  dear  Si>,  Tours,  fa* 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  at  our  .appointment, 

June  24/i,  16B6.  "     ^     By  MICH.  SHIELD* 

Tq 
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To  tkis  Letter  Mr.  Hamilton  returned  anfwer  to  this 
?ffcd,'that  aU  doors  abroad  feemed  at  this  time  to  ht 
hut. for  Mr*  Lining's  ordiriAtion.  And  as  foi*  his  going 
t>  a  OoUedge  there,  he  writes,  that  he  would  be  for  any 
hJiig.thsit  might  be  t6  Mr,  Lining's  encouragement*, 
^vertbeleis  the  colleges  being  accompanied  with  fo 
QSiny  fnares  and  fo  little  advantage  he  could  fee  he  would 
lave  by  them,  he  having  already  (as  his  matter  had  in- 
formed him)  made  fiifficient  progrefs  in  his  ftudies  ;  he 
rould  not  advife  to  it,  but  on  the  contrary  judged  it  e- 
^ery  way  fittefV,  that  he  were  amongft  the'focieties,> which 
night  ferve  more  for  clearing  of  them  as  to  what  they  de- 
igned concerning  Mr.  Lining,  than  it  was  poflible  for 
^im  or  any  man  to  judge  of  while  there.  And  though 
ic  was  not  for  his  going  to  the  Univerfity  of  Groningen, 
i6r  to  that  of  Utrecht,  yet  he  wrote  that  in  the  mean 
:ime  he  ftiould  want  no  encouragement  that  he  could  ei^ 
ther  give  him,  or  make  for  him. 

•  It  was  likewife  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that  a  letter 
(hoiild  bi  written  to  Mr.  Lining ;  which  was  according-^ 
ly  done,     "flie  tenor  of  which  foUoweth. 


WE  think  you  are  not  ignorant  how  the  Lord's 
vineyard  in  tliis  land  Hands  in  great  need  pf  la* 
bourers,  there  is  fuch  a  gcnei;al  anxiety  in  people  thro' 
many  fliires,  to  have  the  word  truly  and  faithfully 
preached  unto  them,  that  would  draw  forth  hearts  that 
were  not  obdured,  to  pity  their  condition  ;  and  we  hope 
you  are  not  unwilling  to  put  to  your  hand  to  the  work  of 
the  mini  dry,  for  the  converfion  and  coiairmation  of  fouk^ 
and  the  advancement  of  the  Lord's  precious  though  con- 
troverted trdths,  as  he  iliall  open  a  door  for  your  fending 
forth. 

Therefore  we  dcfire  ly?,  Tliat  ye  would  Signify  unto 
us  by  writing,  your  concTUTiiig  with  the  prcfent  ftattd 
teftimony,  and  th;:t  ye,avc  iiill  of  the  fame  mind,  as  to 
what  you  have  exprefTcd  in  your  teftimony,  for  the  fmv 
ther  fatisfying  the  confcieuces,  efpecially  of  thcfc  a- 
mongil  us,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  you. 

idljj  if  you  ifind  yourlclt  in  any  tolerable  capacity  for 
fubjefting  to  ordination,  that  yoit  prcfently  feck  after 
-'.the'fam'inia  valid  and  lawful  way :  But  if  you  do  rati* 
anally  apprehend  anj  vnBtncfs  at  the  time,  wUvcYl  ^Xvt- 
rr    r  '   Ji  ^ 


tlft  more  literature  would  hdp,  we  would  have  yoii  Isib' 
vA%  ibme  public  college  at  Gronihgen^  and  we  are  wW 
ling  to  maiBtaiii  you  there.  .  But- 

3i^»  Before  ye  fubjeft  te  ordiioation  by  ai^  mimflers^ 
weddire  that  you  wiUfignify  unto  us  what  ^ey.arei.aBd 
^  where  they  ftand,  that  our  confciences  oiay  be  fal^^ 
anent  them^  and  particularly  what  cafetheO^relbyterf  of 
Groningen  is  now  in^  and  a  more  full  clearing  oJF  the 
foul  ftain  of  Erafiiamfm^  which  would  come  beft  from 
themfelves^  in  anfwer  to  the  letter  written  unto  thm 
with  Colin  Alifon,.  whertof  we  defire  you  tp^  put  them 
in  remembrance. 

Thus  we  exhort  yoii  to  fet  the  Lord  be^e  your  eycs^ 
to  feek  his  glory  only,  add  to  go  on  in' nothing  without 
itimfelf,  otherwife  you  ihall  come  off  with  his  difhos* 
our,  azid  your  fhame  ;  So  praying  the  Lord  may  give 
you  a  ipirit  for  what  work  he  hath  to  put  in  your  lumd: 
We  remain^ 

Tours^  &c.  .  ^ 

Sub&ribed  in  our  name,  by  our.appointment.  ^ 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS.  I 

To  this  Letter  Mr.  Lining  returned  anfwer  of  the 
date  Auguft  1685,  which  I  fliall  fet  down  in  Ms  own 
words. 

As  to  your  defires,^  I  fhall  fatisfy  you  as  ihortly  as  I 
can. 

And  firjty  hereby  I  declare  I  am  of  the  fame  mini 
^th  what  I  left  fubfcribed  with  mine  own  hand  by  wav 
of  teftimony,  which  I  ftiU  own,.,  as  I  have  there  exprcf- 
fcd  myfelf.   ' 

As  tc^  the  fecond  of  your  defires,  'btz.  If  I  be  in  any 
tolerable  capacity  to  fnbjefl:  to  ordination,  55*r. 

I  anfwer,  what  means  I  have  ufed  have  been  all  in 

frivate^  fa  that  1  cannot  fo  well  know  my  wants,  until 
be  a  little  in  public,  attd  there  fee  and  hear  others. 
However  I  defire  to  be  phm  with  you,  that  within  a 
month,  if  the  Lord  continue  the  ptefent  means  which 
lie  hath  provided,  I  will,  be  near  twice  through  all  the 
common  heads  of  divinity.  And  as  for  the  Hebrew  I 
have  gotten  fonie  knowledge  of  it,  and  the  Greek  I  have 
fome  what  revifed  it :  But  doubtlefs  I  ,would  be  the  bet-* 
ter  as  to  my  learning  of  a  little  fpace  at  the  CoUedge  to 
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revife  all-    Therefore  what  you  fee  fit  for  my  maintain- 
ance  there,  you  may  fend  it  with  the  firft  occafion. 

As  for  ordination  I  fhall  ufe  all  lawful  means  to  have 
it  cleanly  and  according  to  your  mind,  for  I  intend  to 
do  notlung  therein  without  feeking  the  Lord's  mind, 
and  acqusdnting  you  therewith,  that  I  may  have  your 
Chriftian  advice  and  confent  thereto,  before  I  fubjefl 
nayfelf  to  any.  whbmfoever  z  But  I  am  very  apprehenfivc 
that  there  ihall  be  no  ordination  had  in  thir  lands,  for 
Groningen  was  the  only  place  that  it  could  have  been 
expeAed  at,  but  I  have  heard  lately  that  there  is  an  aft 
made  by  them  fince  Mr.  James  Renwick  was  ordained,  . 
that  no  man  fliall  pafs  there,,  without  he  fubfcribe  the 
aft  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  Heidelberg  Catcchifm,  and 
dieir  own  Confeffion  of  faith.  True  it  is,  that  this  is 
die  ordinary  engiagement  of  the  minij^ers  in  thir  lands, 
yet  the  Synod  of  Port  ratifying  their  forms,  cannot  be 
iubfcribed  unto  by  any  of  our  church ;  and  for  my  part^ 
I  intend  never  to  fubfcribe  it,  though  I  Ihould  never  be 
ordained  j  for  God  calls  no  man  to  do  evil  that  good  may 
come  of  it,  though  fometimes  he  may  bring  good  out  of 
our  evils  ;  this  is  of  his  wonderful  wifdom  and  mercy, 
Vrhich  is  not  be  to  abufed,  neither  is  the  rule  of  our  duty. 

Yet  this  {hall  not  hinder  me  from  trying,  though  I 
fear  a  refufal,  that  fo  the  blam^  may  ly  at  their  door, 
and  not  be  imputed  to  our  negligence. 

It  was  in  like  manner  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that 
Mr.  James  Renwick,  with  James  Wilfon,  Doiftor  Furd, 
and  Michael  Shields,  flioruld  be  defired  to  go  arid  fpcak 
with  Mr.  Anthony  Slie,  a.  minifter  in  Cumberlap^  in  . 
England. 

The  occafion  of  this  refolution  was  the  account  given 
to  this  njeeting,  by  fome  friends  (that  had  travelled  in 
England)  of  this  rhinifrer  that  he  was  concerned  with  the 
caufe  and  teftimony  fuffered  and  contended  for  by  the 
ibcieties,  and  a  fympathizer  with  them  in  their  afilic* 
tions :  And  therefore  to  be  more  and  better  acquainted 
with  him  it  was  thought  fit  to  defire  thefe  perfons  to  go 
and  confer  with  him,  from  whom  the  Meeting  expe^fled 
an  account,  that  fo  if  he  were  found  fuch  as  the  focieties 
could  hear,  and  join  with,  thefe  perfons  might  invite 
and  call  him  to  preach  the  gofpel  among  them. 

Accordingly  thefe  perfons  above  named  went  to  Cum^ 
berlaod  and  converfed  with  the  fald  minifter. 
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It  w^  Hiorepyer  refolyed  by  the  Meeting  ths^t  Col^T^ 
Alifon  2U[id  William  Nsurn  ihould  go  to  Irel^d  ?ind  fpe^g^ 
with  Mr.  Pavi4  Houftowp,  ?^  miniftcr  there,  in  cMrder      — 
know  bow  he  w^s  s^ffefted  to  our  teftimony  w  thep  (b— --^j 
cd ;  Alfo  in  regard  there  were  fevcral  bad  things  t^l^i^^ 
of  hi^i  in  this  land,  they  were  defired  to  lay  put  tht^sr-^n, 
ftlves  to  fearch  after  the  truth  or.  falfehood  of  thefe     j^ 
ports  J  but  not  to  give  him  a  Call  to  coxnc  to  Scotia  jnc/^ 
bvt  only  to  give  an  account  of  their  diligence  to    the 
Meeting,  that  fo  it  might  be  deliberated  upon  what  wa* 
farther  their  duty  towards  him* 

The  oceafion  of  this  refolution  was  an  account  girea 
to.  this  meeting  that  Mr.  David  was  concerned  with  our 
teftimony,  and  a  contender  againft  defeftions  in  IreUnd, 
Accordingly  prefently  after  the  meeting,  thcjtwo  young 
men  went  away,  an  account  of  whofe  dUlg^nee  here  foU 
lows,  which  I  got  from  one  of  themfelyes. 

When  they  went  to  Ireland,  they  firft  fought  after 
fome  perfons  to  whom  they  were  recommended,  and 
meeting  with  them  told  them  their  errand,  and  finding 
them  beneft,  defired  their  aflSftance,  and  that  fome  of 
them  would  take  fo  much  time  as  to  go  through  th«^ 
country  with  them  and  be  prefent  to  hear  what  paft  bci* 
tiwixt  Mr.  Houftoun  and  them,  which  accordingly  two 
(Qv  three  did  :  As  they  paffed  through  the  country  they 
met  with  feveral  ftrange  reports  of  Mr,  David,  and  lai4 
out  themfelves  fo  far  as  they  could,  to  enquire  after  the 
grounds  of  them.  They  found  indeed  that  every  per- 
fon  had  heard  of  them,  and  every  one  almoft,  added  a 
new  one,  yet  could  find  no  perfon,  either  of  thefe  who 
were  for  him,  ^r  of  others,  •  that  could  make  out  any  of 
thefe  reports.  The  moft  hone  ft,  and  others  alfo,  be-i 
Jieved  tj^em  to  be  but  reports,  and  the  efi^efts  of  preju-i 
dice  which  feverals  who  were  oppofite  to  usj,  had  at 
kim. 

However,  this  did  not  fatisfy  fome,  as'  the  thiiigf 
were  reported  in  fuch  a  probable  manner,  wherefore 
they  collcfted  together  what  feemed  moft  material,  and 
had  the  greateft  appeaiance  of  truth  in  them,  in  order  to 
lay  them  before  Mr,  David  himfelf  when  they  met  widi 
,  Jiimf, 

Ac* 

f  By  other  accounts  it  appears  that  thefe  accufationt  were 
chiefly  rafh,  harfk^  uncharitable  refle^ioos  upon  feme  of  thp 
wdalged  miniftirs  and  thcit  Uiowu^^  hiLq  were  aijaicft  pub- 
*:  ^ftftifyiiig  afiainft  them. 
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;  Accordingly  having  met  with  him  (where  were  alfo 
bveral  of  our  friends)  they  gave  Mr.  David  a  relation  <jf 
he  ftatc  of  our  teftimony,  to  which  in  every  point  he 
greed*  They  alfo  gave  him  a  fhort  account  or  the  oc- 
rafioa  and  manner  of  our  focieties  uniting  togethcTi  and.- 
>f  our  General  Meetings,  All  which,  he  highly  con^*. 
nended. 

In  ftiort,  he  needed  hut  a  word  to  underftand  every 
particular,  enlarging  very  much  in  blefling  the  Lord  for, 
and  admiring  his  goodtlefs  and  condefcendency  towards 
that  poor  people  in  fo  leading  and  guiding  them  in  the 
right  way.  And  particularly  in  fpiriting  them  fo  zeal- 
pufly  againft  the  defedions  of  miniftcrs,  and  againft  com-* 
pliance  with  the  corruptions  of  the  time. 

In  the  end  they  told  him,  although  they  were  but 
flrangers  to  him,  yet  they  hoped  he  would  not  take  it 
ill,  that  they  let  him  know  that  they  had  met  with  fe^ 
veral  ftrange  reports  concerning  him,  which  fome^hat 
troubled  them,  but  they  were  hopeful  he  was  able  to 
make  his  innocency  to  appear.  He  took  this  very  well^^ 
and  applauded  them  much,  for  ufing  fo  niuch  freedom 
Kith  hi|a[^ 

>In  fliort,  as  foon  as  they  related  the  fame  to  him,  he 
gave  an  anfwer  to  each  of  them :  And  that  with  fuch  a 
gefture,  and  in  fuch  words  and  expreflions,  as  they  could 
not  but  give  him  the  greateft  of  their  charity*  Then  he 
prayed,  ^s  he  did  likewife,  when  he  began.  To  return, 
•  It  was  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that  the  8th  of  July 
next  be  obfttved  by  the  Societies,  a  day  of  prayer  unto 
the  Lord,  that  if  it  were  for  his  glorv,  he  would  fit 
Thomas  Lining  for  the  work  of  the  miimbry,  and  open 
9  door  for  his  lawful  ordination  there  being  at  the  time 
great  need  of  faithful  miniftcrs.  As  alfo,  to  feek  coun-. 
iel  and  direction  what;  to  do  anent  calling  home  of  Mr^ 
Jlamilton, 

And  it  was  refolved  that  the  next  General  Meeting 
ihould  meet  at  ^lackgannoch,  upon  the  i8th  day  of  Au-» 
juft  next. 

As  before  the  laft  meeting,  fo  between  it  and  thi%. 
there  were  ftrange  apparitions  and  prodigies  feen  in  the 
Weft,  particularly  the  falling  of  bonnets,  and  armies,  as 
guns,  /words,  fpears,  isfc.  which  as  they  were  much 
lalkcd  of  %i  the  time  •,  fo  many  concluded  tliat  the^f 
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prei^ged  fomewhat  more  than,  ordinary  that  this  land 
was  to  meet  with. 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  meeting 
a  General  Meeting  conveened  at  Blackgannoch  upon  the 
tathof  Auguft  1686. 

After  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  meeting,  Mr. 
James  Renwick  gave  an  account  that  he  and  fome  others 
aclcording  to  the  defire  of  the  laft  meeting  had  gone  to 
Cumberbnd  and  converfed  with  Mr.  Anthony  Blie^  a  mi- 
nifter,  about  the  controverfiesof  this  church,  and  fhew-  . 
cd  him  how  our  caufe  was  at  this  time  ftated :  Againft 
which,  Mr.  Anthony  told  them  he  had  nothing  to  ob- 
jc^,  but  agreed  therewith.  , 

But  albeit,  the  meeting  was  well  fatisfied  and  glad  at 
the  hearing  of  this  account,  yet  it  was  thought  fit  and 
requifite,  before  any  more  was  concluded  anent  him  that 
two  men,  viz,  John  Latimer  and  John  Matthifon,  fhould 
go  and  converfe  further  with  Jxhn,  anent  our  caufe  and 
tfiftimony  for  which  the  focieties  were  fuffering  and  con- 
tending (thefe  who  formerly  went,  having  had  but  fhort 
time  with  him)  and  give  an  account  thereof  to  the  next 
Hbeeting,  ' 

Accordingly,  John  Matthifon  and  Thomas  Latimer, 
in  place  of  his  brother  John,  went  to  Cumberland  and 
,  converfed  with  Mr.  Slie.  But  their  report  was  either 
liot  given,  or  clfe  I  have  forgot  it.  However  though 
Mr.  Slie  came  not  to  Scotland  to  preach,  yet  he  cohtin 
nued  to  have  a  refpeft  to  our  teftimony,  and  a  fympathy 
ijrith  the  owners  thereof. 

There  was  read  at  this  meeting,  a  Letter  from  Ro«j 
bert  Hamilton,  wherein  he  defired  they  fhpuld  write  to 
Embden,  excufing  themfelves  for  not  doing  it  fooner, 
and  give  thanks  for  the  many  favours  received  at  feveral 
times  from  them.  Though  this  was  thought  a  duty,  yet 
It  was  not  written  until  after  the  next  n^eeting,  an  act 
count  of  which  fhall  be  given.  v 

It  viras  alfo  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that  Mr.  Jame^ 
Renwick  with  Michael  Shields  fliould  be  defired  to  re- 
yife  and  tranfcribe  the  Vindication  and  prefent  it  to  the 
next  meeting.  According  to  this  refolution  the  vindi^ 
cation  was  revifed  and  written  again. 

It  was  further  refolved  by  them  that  the day  of 

^uguft  Ihall  be  obferved  by  our  Societies,  a  day  of  raft-. 

and 
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and  prayer  upon  the  account  of  the  Lord's  people  who 
are  tenilhed,  both  formerly  and  of  late.' 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  Meeting  fhoiild 
conveen  at  — '-^ ,  upon  the  22d  of  September  next. 

In  the  interval  betwixt  the  laft  and  this  meeting,  the 
cafe  of  the  land  was  in  general  as  before  ;  and  alfo  the 
Societies^  many  of  whom  were  taken,  and  others  hunt- 
ed after. 

About  the  time  of  this  meeting,  the  cruel  enemy  tD 
carry  on  their  dreadful  defigns,  and  to  make  the  foldiers 
then  oh  foot  more  fit  for  mifchief  (who  were  before  Ikil- 
iiil  enough,  of  which  they  had  given  fufficicnt  proof) 
and  to  have  the  more  affurance  for  their  ading  whatever 
they  fhould  be  commanded,  be  it  never  fo  horrid  anJL 
barbarous ;  impofed  an  oath  upon  the  moft  part  of  them, 
both  foot  and  horfe,  which  (as  reported)  was  to  this 
effeft  :  That  they  fhall  not  fight  againft  their  king  upon 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  but  ferve  him  upon  all  occafi- 
ons,  and  obey  his  laws  and  commands  whatever  they 
fhould  be.  Some  few  refufed  it,  and  were  put  in  pri- 
fon. 

At  the  time  appointed  by  the  laft  meeting,  viz.  the 
i2dof  September  1686,  A  General  Meeting  conveened 
at . 

After  prayer  and  modelling  of  the  meeting,  it  was  re- 
folved  by  the  Meeting  that  a  Letter  fliould  be  fent  to 
Embden. 

This  Letter  was  accordingly  drawn  up  and  fent  with 
with  James  Wilfon,  who  not  long  after  this  meeting 
went  abroad,  being  defired  by  fome  perfons  who  were 
together  at  Glafgow  to  go  and  carry  this  Letter,  and  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Gerkima  and  fome  others,  and  to  take 
with  him  a  copy  of  the  vindication,  that  Mr.  Hamilton, 
^'Ir.  Lining  and  Mr.  Boyd,  as  alfo  Mr.  Douglafs  then  at 
London,  might  fee  the  fame,  and  fend  their  fentimcnts 
concerning  it  here. 

This  was  thought  neceffary  to  be  done,  that  it  might 
be  known  what  objedlions  they  had  againft  it,  and  if 
they  had  none  to  get  their  counfel  and  advice  anent  it 
and  concurrence  with  it. 

Whereupon  James  Wilfon  having  undertaken  the 
voyage,  received  and  delivered  the  letters,  and  taking 
a  copy  of  the  vindicatioa  with  hinxi  IhL^Yrcd  \t  to  \Vv& 
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■fcrefaid  perfons.  Tome  of  whom  fent  home  Acir  ibini 
concerning  it  with  James  Wilfon,  when  he  returned. 

;Hcre  follows  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Embden. 


'  Right  Hortmraitey  a/id  dearly  belomed  in  thi  Lofd^     . 

AS  Chrift  is  love,  and  the  pattern  ei  it,  fo  he  fays 
unto  his  difciples,  that  this  is  his  commandment  (by 
way  of  excellency)  that  they  love  one  another*     Love  a- 
mongfl  the  children  is  a  thing  well-pleaiing  to  the  Fa- 
rther and  very  advantageous  to  tHemfdves  ;  yea,  it  is 
fthie  refemblance  of  heaven*     So  we  have  good  ground 
to  acknowledge  that  the  effcfts  of  your  love  toward  us 
have  not  been  reftrained ;  we  have  received  frequent  ti^* 
kens  of  your  fytnpathy  and  concernednefs  with  a  poor 
remnant  who  are  wafted,    and  yet  not   confumed  in 
the  furnace  of  affli^ion.     "^The   effefts  of  your  bounty 
Ikave  been  largely  and  frequently  manifefteid  toward  uS| 
whereof  we  are  neither  infcnfible  nor  forgetful,  albeit 
we  have  given  you  but  too  much  ground  to*  apprehend  fo 
of  iis,  by  our  long  and  ungrateful  filence,  whereiil  wC 
cannot  well  excule  onrfelves.    However,  being  confci- 
ousthat  we  neither  forgot  nor  yet  defpifcd  your  grateful 
benefits,  which  came  always   in  fealbn  unto  us,  and  in 
the  time  of  particular  diftreiles  •,  we  have  fome  confidence 
to  requeft  for  your  favourable  conftntftion  of  that  omif- 
fion  in  us,  of  not  returning  unto  you  timeous  and  due 
thanlcs  ;  wp  being  kept  in  a  chafed  and  tofled  condition  by 
the  common  enemy,  and  alfo  perplexed  with  various 
and  confufing  bufinefs  from  other  hands,  multiplying 
themfelves  upon  uj;   therefore  we  hope  you  will  not 
look  upon  us  as  a  people  forgetful  of  your  benefits,  bul^ 
rather  loaded  and  borne  down  with  burdens  and  troubles 
of  feveral  kinds.     Albeit  our  long  filence  may  have  don^ 
hurt  both  to  you,  in  giving  you  occifion  to  mifconftru^^ 
of  us,  and  to  our  right  honourable  delegate  Mr.  Robcr*^ 
Hamilton,  in  marring  his  confidence  ivith  you,  and  atf^ 
to  ourfelves,  in  making  us  forry  (which  yet  we  coul^ 
not  help)  for  the  great  occafion  of  your  pofiible  miftak^ 
anent  us ;  which  yet  we  hope  your  favourable  compaflxOt* 
will  prevent. 

What  fhall  we  fay  ?-  we  acknowledge  ourfelves'you^ 
debtors,  and  though  we  in  this  our  low  condition  cafl-^' 
not  give  you  any  tecort^eivce^  -jet  vrt  defire  to  pw^ 
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lat  the  Lt^rd  would  be  your  exceeding  rich  reward, 
egging  the  continuance  of  your  fympathy,  and  that 
>u  would  not  ceafe  to  pray  fervently  for  us,  for  we  can-* 
Dt  help  nor  extricate  ourfelves  out  of  manifold  calami- 
rs  and  difficulties, /)ut  we  defire  to  have  our  waiting 
^es   toward  the  Lord,  whofe  faithfulnefs  fails  not,  and 
bo  is  a  prefent  help  in  time  of  need.     It  is  true,  though 
any  of  us  be  apprehended  and  killed  by  the  cruel  ad- 
a:^aries,  yea,  feverals  without  either  trial  or  fentence, 
p  previous  time  to  deliberate  upon  death,  and  veryma- 
y  old  andjoung  women  banifhed,  to  be  fold  as  flaves, 
et  the  Lord  (hews  his  goodnefs  and  power  in  raifing  up 
thers  in  their  places,  and  preferving  a  remnant  and 
ontinuing  the  teftimOny.     Howbeit,  we  are  under  great 
pprehenfions  and  fears  of  fome  fad  and  universal  ftroke 
tpoa  this  land,  whether  by  a  fudden  maflacre  or  a  waft- 
ng  and  defolating  war,  the  Lord  knowetli*     Yet  confi- 
icring  the  hein6us  abominations  of  our  time,  the  great 
uid  general  apoftacy  from  God,  the  excefs  of  profanity, 
4e  grievous  breach  of  covenant,  the  blafphemous  arro- 
[?(tion  in  robbing  King  CHRIST  of  his  princely  pre- 
i^tives,  the  changing  of  his  ordinances,-  the   fubfti- 
■tingof  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  the  execrable  and 
orrid  cruelty  of  the  common  adverfary,  the  deteftable 
id  lamentable  lukewarmnefs,  temporizing  and  defefti- 
^  of  many  minifters  and  profeflbrs  ;  we  cannot  expeft 
*t  God  will  rain  down  heavy  and  fore  judgments.     Al- 

'We  know,  that  the  machinations  of  the  Popifh  malig- 
^t  enemy  are  intended  not  againft  us  only,  but  agamft 
;  the  churches  of  Chrift  through  Europe :  Therefore 
is  a  time  when  none  fhould  be  fecure,  but  all  ought 
Endeavour  to  fecure  themfclves  from  the  prevailing 
fanny  and  ufurpation  of  the  beaft. 

But  we  hope,  Right  reverend  and  dear  brethren,  that 
K  need  not  fpeak  of  fucha  thing  to  you,  whom  we  ex- 
-^  to  be  on  your  guard  againft  the  wiles  and  fury  of  the 
-^il  and  his  ii;iftrumcnts.  It  is  not  fit  for  us  to  exhort 
^^>  yet  let  us  take  ourfarewel  of  you  at  this  time,  with 
^  words  of  the  apoftle, — ^tand  therefore^  having  your 
J^'  %irt  about  with  truth j  and  having  on  the  h'  eajl-^plate 
',  ^ghteoufnefsy  and  your  feetjhod  with  the  preparation  of 
^^  go/pel  of  pence.  Move  ally  taking  thejhield  of  faith  ^ 
^^evjith  yejhall  be  able  fo  quench  the  ^ery  darts  of  the 
!f*f*^;  and  the  helmet  of  falvat ion ,  and  the  fword  of  the 
^frit^  which  is  the  word  cf  God  i    prosing  alwa'^s  *Uiiiih 
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nil  prayer  and  fuppHcaikn  in  the  Spirit  f  and  nvatcbinf 
thereunto  ixxith  all  perfeverance  and  ehankfgivtt^ Jbr  iA 
fiintSy  and  for  us,  who  remain. 

Tour  intirey  ohltged friends  and  fervants  iu 
the  Lord^ 

"Sobfcribed  in  oiur  name,  and  at  our  appointmeDf^ 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS.. 


^  It  was  alfo  ycfolvecl  by  tbe  meeting,  that  a  Letter 
ftbuld  be  written  and  fent  to' Mr*  Gerhwia^  aminifter  of 
t^t  gofpel  at  Leewarden^  to  wh^m  we  were  npinch  qbu 

liged,  particularly  for  his  kindnefs  to  Mr.  Lining. *- 

Which  accordingly  was  drawa  up  and  fent  w5th  J-amet 
T^ilfon :  a  copy  of  which  kttcr  follo^vs.. 


Right  Reverend  and  Dear  Sir^ 
If  T  pleafed  a  holy  and  gracious  <Jo4  to  advance  the 
I      reformation  of  the  church  of  Scotland  to  a  vcrf 
Kgh  pitch,  lb  that  we  were  glorious,  to  all  our  bdbol-r 
dcrs  ;  and  to  lift  us  up  above  our  enemies,  fo  that  w<^ 
v^ere  terrible  to^  them  as  an  army  with  banners.     Not- 
wlthftanding  whereof,  we   did  prove  moft  ungrateful 
and  forgetful  of  our  folcmn  and  liicred  oaths  jund  cove- 
nants, and  turned  afide  out  of  the  Wiiy^    Howbcit,  thc- 
Lord  hath  Been  hitherto  fo  condei'cending  to  our  poo» 
land,  that  he  always  raifed  up  fomc  to  contimie  the 
teftimony  te  the  reformation,,  and  to  bear  wknefs  a- 
gainft  all  the  particuhr  fteps.  of  defe^ion  and  bw^kflkl- 
mgs,  througli  this  lamentable  tradt  of  our  cliurch':*  a-- 
poilacy.     But  as  the  Lord's  caiife  in  Scotland'  hath  l>Ctfn 
greatly  oppofed  by  the   ftated  aiiiV  avowed  adveriaiy,, 
whether  the  Popifh  or  PreLmc  party  -^  and  as  the-  doiefiii 
dcclcnfions  of  maftiy  who  once  appeared  to  be  valiant  for 
the  truth,  ha^e  given  the  work  the  forell  woynd ;  fo 
thie  pitiful  mifreprcfentations  and  tad  alpcriions  of  the 
contending  andfuffering  part  of  this  church,,  caft  upon 
them  by  men  of  comipt  principles  and  practices  as  to  the 
covenanted  reformation,  hath  made  our  cauie,  or  rath- 
er Chrifl's  caafe  in  our  land  to  bq  greatly  ruf^>e^le(J.-^ 
•Hereby  many  among  u^  have  been  hacdcncd  in  their 
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rfrickfid  wafs^  ipme  .out  Xo  ^  npiirplus,  not  knowing 
^h'.^  to  chufe  and  v^nat  to  refufe;  and  foreign  refprjp:^ 
.  «d  chuixhes  perplexed  hoyr  to  judge  of  Scpdand*^  ftt&. 
ierjngs  aud  contendings.  Hereupon  we  conceive  .that 
tlie  re&'erend  jE^eft)y.(cry,  and  alfo  the  famous  \miyenfity 
of  GroHingeo^have  been  put  to  a  diffculty^  not  Isgnowv 
ing  hpyr  to  afl:  in  our  affairs,  or  what  way  to  prove  cn,r 
:pouraging  to  us,  fiacc  the  confufions  oi^  Scotland  (bf 
the  dOtorted  informations  of  fome  who  turned  afide  ^0 
chc  right,  and  of  many  who  declined  to  the  left  handi 
diddee  abroad  as  mift  through  a  great  part  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  world,  fothat  our  beloved  ftudent  Thomas  Lining 
found  no  fuch  acccfs  to  the  forcfaid  famous  Univcrfity  of 
Gronxng^Uj  as  fome  of  our  young  men  -had  formerly 
iionc,  whereby  was  laid  upon  us  an  obligation  never  to 
be  forgotten. 

Neverthclefs,  the  Lord  did  wonderfully  ftir  up  yon, 
Right  reverend  Sirj  to  own  us  and  iympathize  with  us 
in  fuch  a  .ftrait,  and  to  take  fame  time  frojn  your  weigh- 
ty and  great  affair^^  and  to  bci^ow  the  fame  upon  the 
jforefaid  ftudent- 

Whcrefoi:e  (though  we  cannot  repay  what  we  Gmt 
^nto  you  for  fuch  kindnefs  and  labour,  yet)  we  ackuov- 
ledge  purfelvies  your  debtors,  and  render  you  xnany  Jheaf«^ 
ty  thanks ;  and  alfo,  we  are  hopeful  that  .we  fliall  4[iever 
forget  fuch  a  great  benefit  as  you  have  flxewed  unto  us 
very  feafonably  in  a  difcouraging  timei 

Uowbelt,  we  expe<Jl  to  be  yet  further  obliged  to  yoa 
t)y  the  continuance  of  your  fympathy  with  us,  and  the 
■help  of  your  prayers  in  this  furnace  of  tiffliftion,  (whicfc 
we  carneftly  beg).  O  ceafc  not  to  prj\y  for  th€  once  glo- 
rious, hut  now  defaced,  deformed,  ai93li£led,  wounde4 
and  bleeding  church  of  Chrill  in  Scotland.  And  though 
-it  be  not  fit  for  us  to  exhort  you,  yet  we  hope  ye  will 
pot  be  feciirc  :at  this  time,  butconlider  what  isa  watih* 
man's  duty^  in  fuch  a  day,  when  the  X^rd  fcems./ornf 
f/ay  or  other  to  be  declaring  his  difpleafure  agamft  bi» 
churche,  and  when  the  adverfary,  the  inf\n  of  <^ii>Jsf 
ftrcngthening  his  forces  and  aiming^  theai(ter  u^idor 
ing  of  the  whole  intereft  of  Chrift  in  the  eartL  O  ftu- 
ity  to  acquit  yourfelf  as  a  valiant  aSertor  of  all  your 
Maftdi-'s  prerogatives ;  a  faithful  bearer  of  his  ftandardi 
A  refolute  .mahu;iiner  of  his  truths,  and  painful  labour*  • 
kx  40  Ivis  vineyard. 
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Thns  tommending  you  to  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrifl: 
ydm^  which  is  fiifficient  for  you  5  and  praying  that  he 
may  blefs  your  miniftry  in  his  church,  with  much  vifible 
firdit,  and  that  he  may  richly  reward  you  with  fpiritual 
and  temporal  bleiflings  fot  thie  favour  and  kindnefs  which 
yc  have  flicwn  to  a  poor  wrcftling  and  fuffering  remnant^ 
who  according  to  their  power  are  willing  to  ferve  you  t 
And  to  whom  if  you  would  write,  it  ^ould  be  very  acr 
feptable.    We  remain, 

JRight  reverend^  your  mojl  ohVi^^ed  and  af^ 
fund  friends  and  fervants  in  the  Lora^ 

^ubfcribed  in  our  name  and  at  our  appointment, 

Py  MICHAEL  SHIEUMI, 


The  Mecthig  for  that  time  being  parted,  met  again 
the  next  day  before  whom  the  paper  of  viND.rcATiON 
(which  was  revifed  according  to  the  delire  of  the  laft 
Meeting)  was  read :  Some  words  in  it  were  objefted  a* 
gainft,  and  fome  fentcnces  debated.  But  the  grounds 
friF  withdrawing  from  minifters,  were  dcilred  to  be  fur-^ 
thcr  enlarged  and  more  fully  cleared,  and  brought  tq 
the  next  meeting.  And  copies  thereof  to  be  fent  to  "Sor 
cicties  that  they  might  more  deliberately  confider  the 
fame. 

It  was  likewife  refoltcd  that  fix  men,  vi%.  George 
Hill,  Gavin  Wotherfpoon,  William  Nifbet,  John  Clark, 
Alexander  Marfliall,  and  Michael  Shields,  ihould  be 
ddired  to  go  and  confer  (upon  the  14th  of  Oftober 
next)  with  Samuel  Hall,  Marion  Stuart,  Elizabeth  Wilr 
ftyij  Jean  Hackftoun,  and  Marion  Young,  who  had 
been  in  the  fields  with  that  wretched  man  John  Gib^  tp 
try  (not  judicially  bulj  privately)  how  great  a  length  they 
went  in  ihefe  blafphemies,  and  fcandalous  practices  with 
the  faid  John  Gib  5  in  order  to  further  clearing  U5  of  our ' 
duty  towards  them. 

Accordingly  two  of  the  men  nominate,  v/z.  Gavin  ] 
Wotherfpoon  and  John  Clark,  with  fome  others,,  mcf 
Jit  Edinburgh  the  forefaid  day  with  feveral  of  thefe  pcrt^. 
fons,  and  conferred  with  them:  The  refult  oi  which* » 
wa(^  that  they  undertook  to  give  an  account  in  wridng^?; 
«lid  to  fubf(;ribe  it^  how  great  a  len^h,  they  w^nt^  wtdir 

the 
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tbte  fUd  John  Gib,  and  to  fend  it  to  the  next  mcetmg, 
that  they  might  confider  further  what  was  their  dii^ 
concerning  .thexp. 

It  was  m  like  manner  refojved  that  a  Letter  fhould  be 
i^ricten  to  Mr,  David  Hpuftoun,  and  that  fome  fhould 
>e  feiit  to  Ireland  wjth  the  ftme.  The  tenor  of  which 
FoHoweth,  -  .- 


21?  Mr.  David  Houfton  mimjier  of  the  go/pel  in  Ireland* 
At the  23d  of  Sept,  1 585, 

Right  reverend  Sir^  ^   " 

WHEN  we  confider  the  neceffity  of  a  ftandmg 
gofpel  miniftry,  for  the  converlion  of  fouls,  the 
cpnfirmatiQn  of  the  converted,  and  the  difcovery  of  the 
fins  and  duties  of  the  time,  and  the  great  lofs  that  his 
pogr  afflifted  and  wreftling  ^hurch  hath  fufFered,  in  Bcr 
ing  deprived  in  a  great  meafure,  for  fome  years,  of  the 
iaithftil  and  free  preaching  of  the  gofpel ;  we  look  upon 
itas^grej^t  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  lay  out  our- 
fclves,  m  our  places  and  ftations,  to  the  utmoft  of  our- 
power,  to  recover  fuch  a  fad  and  lauicnt?ibl<i  lofs,  and 
that  our  land  may  enjoy  the  ineftimable  benefit  of  a  purej 
Powerful  and  plentiful  gofpel :  Wherefore,  we  hearing 
J*  your  zealous  inclinations  and  affedtions  to  this  poor 
**ffering  church,  didftnd  over  fome  to  confer  with  yo\i, 
'"«xofe  informations  anent  you  have  been  fiitisfying  to  us  ; 
''liereupon  we  have  jointly  refolved  to  fend  over  the 
^^^er  hereof,  to  confer  further  with  you,  and  to  cor- 
^y  you  unto  us,  according  to  your  rdblution  ;  that  15>' 
J^  may  meet  together,  which  we  deiire  that  it  may,* 
*^rough  the  Lord's  gootlnefs,  tend  both  to  your  and 
^^  fatisfacftion. 

Now,  reverend  Sir,  we  hope  that  you  will  take  tlrli 
'Oyour  conlideratioi;,  and  not  look  lightly  upon  the  cvffe 
t^.our  land ;  for  though  we  be  low,  and  To  6\xv  need  df 
kelp  the  greater,  yet  we  may  f:iy,  that  through  many^ 
places  of  iScptland,  there  is  now  among  people  more  long-, 
ing  and  carneft  defire  after  the  faithful  and  pure  preach'^ 
i^iof  the  gofpel  than  formerly  we  have  ubftrved.  Biit  * 
vtihalliiot  infift  upon  this.  And  as  for  reports  anent 
rcQirfelf,  (which  we  thought  not  fit  to  infert  here,  and 
ftevcof  70U  Mrpfi]d  do  wcii  to  cleai'  yourfdt)  we  rcfet. 


«6^     Cknepal M^ifi^g^  ^tpt.  t%df:xSiBt. 

.t^tioeet  together^  if  the  I^ord  {deaTe  to  (M^der  it  fa  minfr 
ioly  providfcnce^ 

lEbiiSp  de£urhig  talntrestthe  XfQni>  tbar  he  ooffj  coiw 
4i;>£V  JFOB'  fa^ly  qnto  us  5  and  that  our  nxeetiag  together 
)a&ay  be  blefied  with  a  r^t  and  full  uuderftaiuUog  of  one 
fDOther^  and  joint  concurring  together,  for  the  advau^e^ 
xstent  of  his  public  vrork ;  and  eameftly  begg^g  the  hel{r 
of  your  prayers,  we  con^mend  you  to  the  grace  that  i» 
jb  Chrift  Jefus^  your  Mafter  y  aud  we  sire> 

Rivermi  Sirg 

'  Tour  endeared  frhnds  and ^ 

fervants  in  the  Lord^ 

.   jSubicribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  dire(3aon|  bythtf 
clerk,  of  oqr  Gener4l  ^{eeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS, 

James  Bool  was  appointed  to  go  to  Ireland  with  thv 
Letter  tO'Mr,  David,  which  accordingly,,  not  long  after 
the  meeting,  he  did.  But  before  he  xfrcnt,  all  our  mendi 
were- gathered  >together^  who  had  been  living  any  time 
!q  Ireland,  aiiii4:were  now  reiident  here,  that  we  ought 
be  informed  ancnt  what  they  knew  of  Mr,  David»  ' 

They  could  not  relate  any  difference  in  his  principles 
from  us,  but  gave  in  foii>e  acculations  againft  him, 
which  they  had  by  report,  and  which  were  dH  perfandHat 
till  which  accufations  were  written  and  delivered  to  Jan^ 
@ool,  to  the  end  that  he  might  when  he  went  to  ^ 
Jaiul  endeavour  to  get  cither  the  verity  or  falfehooU  of 
thek  things  proved^  And  if  he  found  tl\em  to  be  but 
calumnies,  he  waa  tp  conduit  Mr,  David  to  tlils  lasd|  ac» 
cording  to  his  former  refolutioa, 

Accordipgly  James  Bool  ufed  all  diligence  in  Ireland 
(or  information  with  refpect  to  thefe  reports,  bring^ 
fome  of  T»^.  David's  accufers  and  him  fiice  to  face,  and 
found  no  ground  for  the  forefaid  accufations^ 

It  was  likewife  appointed  by  tlie  Meeting  that  the 
$8th  of  OSkober  fhould  be  obferved  by  our  Soeie:icS|  a 
d^yoffafting  and  prayer  unto  the  Lord  upon  the  ac- 
count o{  the  hi^ix^^  oi  his  facC)  and.withdlrawing.tti9 


i^veetand  £vdy  infltxences*  of  Ms  holy  Spirit  ie0tA  1m 
peo^  and  that  the  caufes  thef  eof  might  he  feai^keil 
out  and  mourheJ  over^  and  to  cry  mightily  to  the  LoHl 
for  hisrttumiiT^  to  his  people  tavifit  them  with  his  pre- 
sence axxd  falTation,  and  that  be  may  povr  out  hiis  Spkft 
frohi  on  high  upon  them* 

.  And  it  was  refolved  chat  the  next  meeting  flioutdc^nii^i 
«eea  ar  iTam/cckixeady  upon  tjbc  zad  of  December,  i6SS. 

Tbe  cafe  of  the  country  continued  as  be&re,.  a»idtfae 
cruelty  of  the  enemy  againft  the  focieties  w%  ftlU  mwdl^ 
fe/ied  hy  apprehending,  impiifoning,  and  baniihing  ma- 
ny, anil  moit  inhumanly  murdering  others  in  cold  blooA 
in  the  fields.  Which  though  fad  in  ittJelf,  yet  it  diA 
not  damit  nor  difcourage  their  brethren,  whether  tho& 
at  liberty  or  thofe  that  were  in  bonds,  from  aflertirig  nmi 
contending  for  the  caufe  and  teftimony,  for  adherin^ls> 
which  their  blood  was  flied  like  water.  And  in  the' 
meaif  time  they  had  many  difcouragiHg  difficulties  tm 
wreftle  with,  which  were  procured  by  the  forementioQ-' 
Cd  infoiiiiations  and  accufations  of  fome  minifters  and  o- 
thcTs  againft  them,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  cf- 
fcft  of  which  appeared  at  this  time,  in  a  Letter  ipoiok 
Mr.  Hamilton  of  the  date  September  jottK,  i6S4.  ArS 
smother  eSeGi  appeared  in.  a  Protei^ation,  againft  Mr^ 
James  Renwick,  isfc.  fubfcribcd  by  William  M^Hutcho^i^^ 
Ion  in  the  name  of  all  the  profefibrs  bcf/ixt  Dee  uul 
Gree,  a  compend  of  both  whicrh  here  follows. 


Much  homurei  of  the  L&rd^ 

SINCE  my  laft  to  you  dated  Awgiift  5th,»  I  have  h*i * 
a  new  trral^  which  though  a  very  heavy  and  letter 
on^  yet  I  could  not  but  fee  much  of  the  Lord's  hand  In 
JC-— ^ — ^Mr.  Koolcman,  Thurfd^  laft  came  to  this  Ibwn^ 

where  he  had  not  been  for  fome  years  before. Oar 

friends  called  him  to  preach  with  them,  where  I  and  the 
family  (viz  Earlftouns)  were  hearing :  after  the  cxercife 
he  was  deflred  to^  ftay  and  fup  with  them,  ^wd  I  and  my  ' 
fiftcr  were  alio  invited*  Wc  were  not  well  fet  down  t» ' 
table,  when  in  great  vehemeucy,  he  began  to  inform  %* 
gamftjou,  and  to  run  down  all  the  late  wrcftlings,  the 
half  of  which  I  could  not  retain,  yet  To  much  of  it  as  I 
remember  I  here  infcrt,  (gmltciiig  the  anfwers  I  thca 
g4yc)  which  was* 
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He  Akid,  he  had  very  diftinfl  accounts  from  fure  liao4 
that  the  report  of  a  witneffing  party  in  Scotland,  wm-^ 
Kes.  That  there  were  about  an  hundred  bodies  then 
led  by  Renwick  a  poor  blown  up  illiterate  perfon»  xlkk 
bat  very  lately  had  any  profeffionof  religion;  that  h 
preached  publicly  but  once  in  twenty,  dap j  or  at  month 
that  the  people  that  followed  him  wcfe  for  killing  all  ^ 
were  not  of  their  own  judgment ;  That  they  arc  a  dread 
fill  party,  who  will  go  into  a  gentleman's  houfe  and  tak 
what  ever  fhakes  for  them,  and  then  run  away,  sU 
thus  the  poor  family  is  both  fpoiled  by  them,  and  Isiido 
pen  ta  the  enemies  perfecution ;  that  their  fuflering  i 
their  fin,  bringing  themfelvcs  in  hazard  v  and  that  \\l 
iQinifters  had  told  him  that  if  ever  thei'e  was  a  Genera 
Aflembly  or  ftates  of  their  mirjd,  they,  would  make  Rch 
Wick  and  Hamilton  fufter  for  it  in  a  high  degree,  an 
aJI  who  have  been  adlive  in  miileading  thefe  poor  be 

As  it  was  grfevdus  to  lieaf  fuch  a  man  fo  employed 
fe  efpecially,  as  he  freely  and  openly  confefled  to  myfck 
that  the  depreffing  of  you,  and  your  caufe  and  the  pcfcc 
family  here,,  was  his  principal  defign  \w  coming  here,  an 
we  found  hJm  as  good  as  lus  word  :  yet  I,  nor  the  fami 
ly  durft  not  withcfraw  from  him,  defiring  rather  to  loo) 
on  him  with  pity  and  compaffidli,  as  a  ftranger  ladl 
mifinformed,  who  yet  is  the  only  witnefs  in  the  Nethcf 
Iand«r» 

If  there  were  no  more  to  be  faid  againft  thefe  mini 
fiers  and  that  party,  but  their  murdering  fuch  worthic 
as  Meffrs  Kooleman,  Afkin,  Peden,  ^c  with  thcB 
horrid  mifinformations,  it  is  fufficient  to  all  who  lo?* 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  his  caufe  and  intereft,  tb  ibnd 
afar  off  from  them,  until  their  repentance  be  as  public  ai 
their  oppofition  has  been.     O  they  have  done  muchc- 

vil. ^My  judgment  in  this,  is  no  other  than  what  wa^ 

the  mind  of  many  of  our  worthies,  who  are  now  in  gto-* 
ry.  I  have  feiit  you  an  exaft  copy  of  one  of.  their  letters^ 
nnz.  Mr.  Cargill's,  which  my  foul  joins  with.  I  ftall 
only  lay  before  you,  Jer.  xii.  5,  6. — Believe  them  nct^  ii^ 
they  fpcak  fair  words  unto  thee. 

Our  old  friend  Mr.  Brackel  is  alfo  aftive  againft  you  ^ 
and  the  poor  family  here,  and  informed  profeflbr  Marte 
bitterly  againft  you,  ana  excited  him  to  reprove  Mr  - 

Ger- 

•  5^e  aaanfwcr  to  iVAs  \u  'NVt.^^wxNl^  Ul^vr*^*  ^''* 

to  JX4. 
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Gcrkima  ihar()iy  fc»r  teaching  Mr.  Lining. Dui  in 

tJws  they  were  uot  fucrdiful. 

After  Mr.  Boyd  Jiad  Hayed  iix,  pr  fcvcn  days  with  mc 
he  went  to  Groniju^cn  and  (tayed  a  day  or  two,  and  he- 
turned  imnicdiiitely,  whercuj-jon  I  took  occaiion  to  nik 
hiin  why  he  [u  aycd  not  for  Mr.  Renwlck  and  the  witnelr 
fing  remnant  d:  liojne, — \\t,  f.iid  that  lie  durit  not  do  k 
tinder  fuch  a  notion  as  tho  wirndUng  remnant,  knowt 
tng  to  his  certain  kno^vledJ^e  there  wk«s  I'omc  of  the  other 
party  as  great  wreftier?  atid  contenders  as  they,  neither 
duriiiheon  th;»t  f.inv*  hcrad  pray  for  Mr.  Remvick. 

I  anfwcrcd  that  it  Hcpied  ftrange  that  any  who  look- 
ed upon  Mr.  Rcnwick  ;is  an  anfwer  of  prayer,  and  a  gift 
of  God  lent  us  in  our  low  cllate,  durit  bow  a  knee  and 
not  acknowledge  him  for  ii ;  or  how  jhcy  diirft  feck 
more  of  the  Lord,  and  not  acknowledge  him  for  what 
they  had  gotten, 

lie  replied,  well  Sir,  >?hatcver  be  your  judgment^ 
fri*iad«  at  home  and  I  are  of  one  mind  in  that,  yea 
they  judged  that  they  iliouM  be  cenfured  that  did  it, 
and  that  |>rivately  they  J\ad  cenfured  fonie  precipitant 
perfons  who  liad  been  of  my  judgment,  £5*rf. 

Upon  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  Agahi  converiing  with  him 
on  his  new  opinion,  i;/i.  That  now  no  other  fatisfafti- 
on  was  to  be  Ibught  of  atiy  for  bygone  things,  providing 
they  were  but  willing  to  join  in  ihe  public  work-  At 
firft,  he  would  have  dillVmblrd  in  it  :  But  I  putting  hira 
in  mind  of  his  letter,  to  William  Cleland,  l2?c.  He 
then  acknowledged  it,  and  fiiid  thvit  it  was  the  judgment 
of  friends  at  home,  anil  liis  alio. — I  faid  that  I  knew  that 
both  the  judgment  and  pra^ftice  of  fricmls  at  home  was 
otherwife  formerly,  and  I  hoped  it  was  ib  ftill,  and  in^ 
ftanced  Mr.  Renwick  his  requiring  fatisfiiftion  of  fcan- 
dalous  compliers,  before  he  would  admit  them  to  prcfent 
their  children  to  ba])tii'in.     t{c  anfwered,   that  it  was 

now  gone- He  th^-n  reflected  upon  me  for  feparating 

from  thofe  of  my  own  nation,  v)z.  Monmouth's  and 
Argyle's  party. And  accidentally  meeting  a  gentle- 
man, ftiled  Pardoven,  one  of  his  acquaintance  who  is 
a  furious  zealot  for  the  Alfociation,  he  imroduced  him 
and  me  into  converle,  and  wh^n  the  gentleman  was  rag- 

1.  1  ing, 

+  Here  his  HifRnmlation  apper.r^d,  in  p^ivinp  \\  under  his  hand 
when  he  lc*t  Scotland  ilut  lit  a^r  en  ^^iii»  th'  Ttfhn^ony  ujjfta- 
tcd  bv  the  Societies  H^^alnft  tM<:  a  ll  jciiiiois.  Scj  Mi ,  Rca«Ul(^*% 
XLV.  Letur  10  y\T,  H4njiicon, 
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ing.  and  reviling  all  who  did  not  join  with  MonmoiA  .. 
and  Argyle,.  Mr.  Boyd  (hewed  himfelf  well  pleafbd  vitk 
him,  and  diflatlsiied  with  me. 

The  laft  time  Mr.  Kooleman  wa^  here  giving  his  in^ 
formations  he  had  not  great  advantage,  I  offering  to 
write  down  and  fut)fcribe  all  I  had  aflerted,.  and  d^ed 
him  and  the  other  party  to  do  the  like,  which. he  refuf* 
ed,  and  finding  that  this  was  like  to  lofe  all-to  diem»  tlus 
ftratagent  is  now  fallen  upon  to  make  it  pafs,  that  aS 
that  I  had  ever  informed  anent  a  furring  party  in  that 
land,  was  all  Chimera^s^  that  there  was  nev^r  any  thing 
like  it,  only  fome  few  feftaries  were  lately  arifen  by 
me  and  Renwick^  This  Mr»  Kooleman  was^  at-  muck 
pains  to  fptead,.  as  being  the  readieft  way  to  anfwcr  all 
objeftions,  and  this  now  pafles  for  current  with  many.. 

So  I  feeing  that  nx)  further  information  of  mine  could  .. 
have  place,   and  that  the  Lord  was  looilng  me  £pom 
Friefland^  and  that  my  further  flaying  there  could  not  be 
for  further  advantage  either  to  you,  the  poor  family^  (Mf 

our  friend*  here  embarked  with  us* ^Upon  thefe  con- 

fideratious,  I  determined  to  take  my  life  in  my  hand  a* 
gain,  and  ga  to  other  churches,  though  our  dear  friends 
here  with  many  tears  prefled  my  flaying,  yet  this  is  too 
weak  to  hold  me,  being  perfuaded  that  the  Lord  his 
caufe  and  interefl  are  calling  me  to  move :  Wo  to  them 
that  are  feeking  a  refl  to  themfelves,  when  the  ark  of 
God,  and  his  little  flock  are  in  the  fields. 

Now  ye  know  my  outward  encouragement  is  but  fmall^ 
and  my  danger  great :  G  then,  I  defire  y^ur  prayers  and 
fympathy :  my  errand  and  defign,,  ihe  Lord  knows,  is 
to  venture  yet  again  my  life  through  the  wildernefs  for 
my  poor  aflBiifted  mother,,  and'  although  there  is  none 
living  more  in  his  debt,  than  I  am,,  yet  there  is  none 
more  unworthy  of  the  leafl  of  his  favours  to  a  pobr  mi«- 
worthy^,  wretched  finful  worm :  but  he,  O  he  delight^ 
cth  in  mercy,  and  duty  k  ours,  the  fuctefs  it  his,  and 

he  can  do  us  ns  wrong* ^If  I  can  win  at  Fiamond,  I 

intend  it. 

I  fay,  O  mind  me,  who  although  with  much  weak- 
nefs  I  have  ferved  you  in  the  Lord's  work,  yet  he  knows 
it  was  in  uprightnefs  and  fincerity,.  and  I  hope  ye  have . 
learned  of  your  great  mailer  not  to  cafl  at  the  poor's  mite, 
but  to  take  the  will  for  the  deed  :  I  fay  your  welfare^ 
and  that  poor  church's  thriving  I  have  fought ;  and  it  is 
mj  great  defire  to  liv^  and  die  in  your  fervice,  and  brc*- 

thing 
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'ihing^t  my  love  and  affection  to  you^  my  aim  hath  been 
your  wcn>  and  Chrijft's  reigning  amongft  you  more  glo* 
rioufly  .than  ever,  which  though  I  never  fee,  yet  I  live 
in  the  £uth  it  ihall  be,  though  at  theprefent  I  am  in  the! 
apprehenfion  jof  fudden  terrible  wafting  judgments. 

Remember  poor  Frieiland,  labour  to  ftrengthen  thoie 
ithat  arcyet  ftanding  in  it :  there  are  two  praying  foc^eties 
yet  left  in  Leewarden  perfecuted^^on  the  account  of  you , 
€md  the  caufe.  ■■  I  alfo  recommend  the  poor  family  to 
yoo,  the  only  family  in  this  land  ihot  at  bj  all  ranks,  for 
Chrift's  caufe^  a  family  witneffing  both,  at  home  and  a- 
l>road. 

If  in  any  thing  I  can  ferve  you,  it  fhall  be  my  joy  to 

<Io  it,  ill  the  Lord's  work. ^Though  our  dear  friends 

]>refied  me  to  take  Mr.  Lining  with  me,  yet  I  durft  not 
•do  it  without  your  confent,  fb  he  Hays  in  the  family,  he 
will  want  for  nothing. 

Now  the  bleffing  pf  the  jpnoft  high  Ije  with  you :  it  is 
J|ike  we  may  never  meet  in  time  face  to  face ;  let  us  meet 
much  before  the  throne,  and  be  preparing,  looking  and 
Jonging  for  that  day  of  the  bridegroom  when  he  will  ga- 
ther all  his  never  to  part :  pray,  pray  for  the  well  of  Je- 
«ifalem,  and  fox  hipi  who  is  yours  in  the  Lord, 

ROBERT  HAMILTON. 


The  i*R0'TESTAT!0N  agamft  Mr.  James  Hen- 
wick,  together  with  his  Reply  thereto,  which 
for  brevity's  fake  is  a  little  abridged. 

WE  Underfubfcribers,  according  to  the  laudable 
example  nf  others  taking  to  our  ferious  confi- 
ileratLon,  the^rtfat  fcandal  and  woful  'effefts  of  divifion 
among  the  prdtfeffors  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  e- 
ipecially  amongft  ourfelves  :  and  finding  the  caufe  of 
this  divifion  to  proceed  partly  from  fome  paying  cefs, 
hearing  curates,  taking  the  late  abjuration  oath  :  And 
partly  from  others  their  condemning  thcfe  things,  and 
adhering  to  the  late  declaration  on  the  church  doors, 
and  receiving  of^  and  adhering  to  Mr.  James  Renwick, 
without  the  confent  of  the  Remnant  godly  and  faithful 
minifters,— contrary  to  the  laudable  practice  of  this 
church,  and  ids  of  the  General  Afiembly  fince  the  Re«« 
fonna^ipn  to  this  day.  1 

LI  2  tA\ 
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And  finding  thefe  things  to  be  above  Qur  ca^ 
decide  ;-r — ^wc  do  hereby  refer  and  fubii^it  oudM 
thefe,  tq  an  aflembly  of  faithful  minifters  an4  dd 
only  competent  judges  of  fuch  debateable  principl 
pra£ttces, — and  promife  upon  f he  one  hand  to  giVi 
faAioh  to  the  church,  according  as  wq  fhall  be 
guilty,  and  convinced  by  the  word  of  God  For  an) 
done  by  us,  to  the  fcandal  oJF  our.  dear  brethren. 

And  upon  the  other  h^ndj,  wc  will  foi'bear  to  c 
liear,  or  join  with  Mr.  James  Renwick,  till  fuch  t 
his  ordination  be  fttn  and  approvcn  of  fome  com 
number  of  the  faithful  minifters  of  the  church  oi 
land,—  and  are  willing  upon  his  fubmiffion  to  h 
thren,  according  to  the  word,  to  receive  him  in 
|)ofom  5 — but  if  he,  at  the  d-jfire  of  ftrangers,  or 
pur  brethren  dividing  from  us,  intrude  himfelf  i 
labours,— till  fuch  time  as  we  have  the  mind  of  I 
minifters  anent  the  forefaid  things,  we  will  proteft 
^11  fuch  dealing,  as  horrid  and  abominable  intrufl 
uftMTpation  before  God  and  man. 

Subfcribed  with  my  hand  in  the  name  of  this  p 
^he  .Stewartry  betwixt  the  Water  of  Dee  and  C 
^e  name  of  the  whole, 

Sic  Sub/crihlttir^ 

Noy.  1686. 

WILLIAM  MaiUTCH 


The  Reply  to  the  foregoing  Paper,  direfted 
Authors  and  Confenters,    by  Mr.  Jami:s 

WICK. 

'  A  S  it  doth  not  a  little  grieve  me  that  fuch  ; 
/^  fhould*have  come  from  your  hands,  who 
adherence  to  prefbyterial  government,  who  h'a 
fered  fq  much  at  the  hands  of  the  common  cnen 
with  whom  (at  leaft  fome  of  you)  I  have  gone  fdr 
to  the  houfe  of  God  in  comjiany,  and  have  been 
perils  Becaufe  of  the  fword  of  the  adverfary. 

Se,  Albeit  I  am  confcious  to  myfelf  of  no  defi 
delight  in  keeping  up  needlefs  ftrifcs,  and  vain  jai 
of  no .  deiign  to  render  any  perfons,  or  party 
And  alio  of  no  inclination  to  refent  private  and  ] 
injuries :   Yet  when  I  perceive  the  truths  qf  <Jf 
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tte  work  of  Reformation^  which  hath  been  tranfmittcdl. 
to  us  through  the  wreftlings  and  blood  of  our  worthy 
martyrs,  in  a  great  meifure,  like  to  be  buried  ;  andioaf 
Tiy  valiant  and  -honourable  cohtendings  and  fuffcrings  of 
Chrift's  witneflcs  in  our  age,  condemned  and  forgottcni- 
I  fay,  when  I  perceiye  this,  I  cannot,  I  dare  nut  keep 
jilence. 

Tlicrefore  your  paper  being  given  in  to  mc,  November 
-«d,  1686.  and  finding  it  fo  prejudicial  to  the  intereil  of 
Chrift,  I  have  thought  fit,  whh  forrow,  fobricty  att4 
candour,  to  give  foi^e  animadverCou$  upon  it, 

1.  The  fcope  and  defign  gf  it,  is^  to  flop  the  preadw 
}ng  of  the  gofpel. 

2.  A^Tien  ye  fpeak  of  divifion,  ye  do  not  deduce  tiho 
fame  from  its  own  original :  For  ye  fay  that  the  caufe 
thereof  partly  proceeds  from  fome  their  paying  cefs,  hear* 
ing  curates,  aiid  taking  the  late  abjuration  oath  \  an4 
partly  from  others  their  condemning  thcfc  things,  ad- 
hering to  the  late  declaration  on  church  doors,  and  re-* 
ceivingof,  and  adhering  to  Mr,  James  Renwick  T'itliout 
the  confent  and  ajyprobation  of  the  Remnant  godly  audi 
faithful  Itiinifters,  t5*t\     Whereas  it  is  well  known  to  all 
XtWo  are  not  flrangers  to  the  cafe  of  our  church,  that  di- 
vifions  abounded  as  much  before  there  v/crc  any  thoughte 
of  that  declaration,  and  before  I  (though  molt  imwor- 
thy  of  fuch  a  honour)  did  put  hand  to  the  public  work^^ 
J  judge  our  divjfions  have  their  more  nvuive  rife:  and  real 
progrefs  from  a  party  who  ftill  cleaved  to  the  malignant 
intcreft,  and  fell  upon  public  refolutious  to  bring  known 
maligi^ants  into  places  of  pow'cr  and  truit :  From  the  ma-s 
ny  prefbytcrir.n  mini  iters,  who  changed  their  commilTion, 
and   exercifcd  their  miniilry  under  this  abjured  Anti- 
chriftian  Prelacy :  From  others,  who  took  a  new  hohU 
ing  of  their  miniilry  from  an  arrogated  headlliip  over  the 
church,  by  accepting  indulgences,  warrants,  and  reftric- 
tions  from  the  ufurper  of  their  IVIafl-er's  crown  :  From  o- 
thers,  who  united  with  the  forcfaids,  both  cir.ites  and 
indulged,  and  flifily  pleaded  for  the  fame  :  From  others, 
who  did  meet  in  Prefbyteries  to  cenfure  the  more  faitU- 
fiil,  for  difcovering  the  fin  of  the  indulgence  :  From  o- 
thers,  Vho  at  Bothwel,  oppofed  the  keeping  of  a  day  of 
humiliation  for  the  fins  of^the  time,  and  foiued  in  the 
late  tyrant's  intereil  xvxo  the  declaration  of  the  army  j 
From  others,  who  after  Bothwcl  invluced  ilie  nrUotict^ 
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tak€;a  at  that  fatal  defeat,  to  fubfcribe  the  coiifcieBe& 
defiling  bond  of  peace :  From  others,  who  tolerated^ 
or  advifed  people  to  compliance  with  other  aboimnai* 
tions  of  the  time ;  From  others,  who  have  been  unfsdth* 
£il  in  not  applying  their  dodtrine  againft  the  prevailing 
$ns  of  our  day :  From  others,  who  have  fatis^ed  thein- 
felves  to  ly  by  from  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry,  and 
deiifted  from  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  that  whei>  his 
vineyard  ftood  moft  in  need :  And  from  others  who  have 
gone  into,  carried  on,  or  ^countenanced  hotch'-potcb  con- 
federacies with  malignancs  an4  fe£)aries,  and  temporiz* 
}ng  compliers :  And  finally^  From  all,  whether  mini* 
fxTS  or  people,  who  have  carried  on,  plaif):ered,  or 
ftrengthened  any  courfe  of  defection,  through  the  courii 
of  Ithis  churches  finful  and  lamentabjle  revoltp 

3.  Ye  very  inconiiderately  fay,  « That  the  eaufe  of 

*  this  divifion  proceeds  partly  from  foipe  paying  ccfs, 

*  hearing  curates,  and  taking  the  late  abjuration  oath  ? 

*  And  partly  from  others  confiemning  thefe  things,  ad- 

*  hering  to  the  late  declaration :   And  receiving  of,  and 

*  adhering  to  Mr.  James  Renwick,  without  the  confent 
<  of  the  Remnant  godly  »nd  faithful  miniflers  of  the 

*  church  of  Scotland."  Herein  no  fmall  contradidion 
and  abfur4ity  is  implied;  For  in  your  accounts,  the 
paying  of  cefs,  the  hearing  of  curates,  and  taking  the 
abjuration  oath,  hath  caufed  divifion ;  and  the  condemn- 
ing the  forefaids  hath  done  the  like :  Now  a  prafti'cal 
condemning  of  thefe  things,  is  a  not  doing  of  themj 
and  the  fame  charge  laid  again  ft  the  doing  of  a  thing, 
and  the  not  doing  of  the  fame  thing,  is  flatly  contradic- 
tory :  Ye  judge  that  the  condemning  of  (in  as  well  as  the 
pracHfins  of  it  muft  (either  in  part,  or  in  whole)  bear  thp 
blame  of  divifion. 

Is  not  this  moft  abfurd  ?  Is  not  this  fad  mifreckon- 
ing?  Though  ye  fhall  fay  that  the  praftifing  of  the  fore- 
fajd  evils,  hath  caufed  a  fad  diviijon,  and  the  condemn- 
ing of  the  fame,  a  juft  and  warrantable  dividon,  yet  it 
cannot  be  here  meant,  becaufe  ye  here  fpeak  only  of  the 
divifion  which  hath  fcandalpus  and  woful  effefts  : — and 
as  to  the  forementioned  declaration,  I  know  Ibme  of  the 
ininifters,  and  many  of  yourfelves  opened  not  a  mouth 
againft  it,  while  they  thought  it  fubfervient  to  their  de- 
figns  :  and  as  for  the  receiving  of,  and  adhering  to  Mr. 
James  Renwick  (as  yc  fay,)  without  the  confent  of  the 
f^odly  and  faithful  minlfters  of  the  church  of  Scotland  5 

it 
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k  is  not  pertinent  for  me  to  anfwer  much  unto  it^  as  yre 
gave  it  forth.  Only  feeing  there  are  fo  many  parties, 
and  fractions  of  minifters,  I  defire  to  know  to  whom  {of^ 
if  to  all)  ye  give  that  fignatqre  faithful.  And  whe- 
ther or  not,  ye  judge  that  I  ought  to  have  fought  the 
confenty  and  approbation  of  any  d^at  acreuNFAiTHFUL» 
And  whereas  ye  fpeak  of  this  receiving  and  adhering  {as 
ye  term  it)  as  being  contrary  to  the  laudal;>Ie  praAice  of 
thisr  church,  and  a£ts  of  the  General  Afles^^s^  ye 
would  be  pleafed  to  confider  the  broken  and  declining 
ftate  of  this  churchy  and  then  in&ance  either,  p^a&ice^ 
&r  2iQi^  whereof  ye  do  fpeak./ 

4^  Ye  overturn,  fome  material  pieces  of  o«r  attained 
Reformation :  For,  the  paying  of  cefs,  hearing  the  cu^ 
rates,  and  taking  the  abjuration  oath,  are  brought  indcf 
bate,  and  exhibited  as  above  your  capacity  to  decide  au^ 
determine :  And  ye  do  tacitly  infinuate  a  forbearance  to 
meddle  in  thefe  things,  as  if  they  were  not  worthy  to  be 
contended  againft  :  But  will  fubmit  yourfelves  in  all  the 
forefaids,  to  an  afil^mbly  (as  ye  fay)  of  faithful  minifters 
and  elders* 

Where  can  ye  get  a  more  faithful  Ailemldy  to  decide 
^hefe  matters,  than  our  venerable  aSemblies  who  have 
decided  the  lame  already  I  And  where  can  ye  have  a 
more  faithful  decifion  then  they  have  given,  by  their 
aits,  according  to  the  word  of  God  ?  As  for  the  paying 
of  thecefs,  does  not  the  aft  of  the  General  Affembly, 
June  17th,  1646.  Seff.  14.  forcenfiiring  compilers  with 
the  enemies  of  this  kirk  and  kingdom,  fufficiently  d©r 
ter/nioe  the  fame  I  As  for  hearing  the  curates :  Do 
not  not  our  Covenants  National  and  Solemn  League, 
convincingly  condemn  the  fame  ?  As  for  the  Abjuratioa 
Oath,  Does  not  the  aft  of  the  Aflembly  June  28th^ 
1648,  Seill  14.  againft  all  oaths  and  bonds  m  the  com^ 
rnon  caufe  without  the  confent  of  the  church,  clearly  de- 
cide tlie  fame  ?  If  thefe  things  be  now  debateable  prin- 
ciples, all  the  aftings  and  fufferings  that  have  been  thefe 
twenty- fix  years  and  more,  may  be  brouglit  in  debate 
and  the  juftnefs  thereof  queftioned. 

Had  our  Aflemblies  no  authority  ?  or  did  they  not  give 
right  decifions  in  thefe  matters,  that  they  are  now  refil- 
ed  from,  and  their  fentences  referred  to  the  decifion  of 
others?  Yea,  where  /hall  fo  many  minifters  now  be  had, 
as  to  make  up  an  Affcmbly,  except  thefe  who  arc  prac- 
tifipga  or  tolerating  the  forefaid  evils  ?  AlgrQQV^r^Si  ^w 
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AilemUy,  lefler  or  greater,  fliould  give  ont  an  afti  of 
lentence,  for  the  lawfiilnefs  of  paying  the  cefs^  hearing 
the  curates,  and  taking  the  abjuration  oathf  would  ye 
:ftand  t6  it  ?  If  ye  would  fland  to  it,  would  not  that  be 
itti  implicit  fubmiffion^  and  an  obeying  man,  rather  than 
•God  ?  If  ye  would  liot  ftand  to  it,  where  is  your  ftbmif- 
fion  in  thefe  points  ?  For  my  part,  what  is  cleai'ly  de^ 
dded  already,  both  divinely,  and  ecdeiiaftically,  I  will 
aiever  refer  it  to  the  deciilon  of  any  in^n  ;  Shall  I  fubmit 
it  to  man  to  determine  whether  or  iiot  the  foul  of  man 
is  immortal  i  Or  whether  there  be  more  facraments  than 
two  i  Let  Aflemblies  confirm,  ratify  and  approve  un- 
doubted, uncontroverted  truths,  aAd  thefe  things  that 
iave  been  already  juftly  and  clearly  decided  :  But  let 
none  give  unto  them  the  determination  and  deciiion  of 
thefe  things* 

5.  «  Ye  once  give  forth  the  paying  of  cefs,  the  hear* 

*  ing  of  curates,  and  tlie  taking  the  abjuration  oath,  u-* 
■*  jpon  tlie  one  hand;  and  upon  the  other  hand,  the  con-> 
'9  demnirtg  of  thefe  things  ;  the  adhering  to  the  fordaid 

*  declaration,    and  receiving'  of,   and  adhering  to  Mr* 

*  James  Renwick,*    ^a  as  debateable  principles,  and 
pra<Etices,    and  matters  above  our  capacity  to  decide; 
And  then  you  aflume  to  yourfelves  the  determining  that 
&one  (hall  call  or  join  with  the  faid  Mr.  James :  Doth 
not  this  imply,  (firfi^)  A  contradi^ion  ?  Yc  cailnot  de- 
tenninc,  and  yet  you  can  determine  \   ye  will  not  de- 
*idc,  and  yet  ye  do  decide:  Does  it  not  import,  (fecoHi'^ 
"ijij  that  it  is  a  matter  in  debate  with  you,  whether  oi" 
not,  people  may  hear  the  curates  ?  But  it  is  out  of  ouX' 
debate  with  you,  whether  or  not^  people  may  hearih^E^ 
curates  ?  But  it  is  out  of  all  debate  with  you,  that  y^ 
<Might  not  to  join  with  me  in  my  minillry:  And  yet  i^^ 
what  precedes  in  your  paper  ye  give  forth  the  receivings 
of  mc,  only  as  a  debateable  thing  :  and  how  lufficient  ^-^ 
ground  is  a  matter  debateable  with  the  Proteftors,  to  en  ^ 
ter  fuch  a  refolved  Prottfration  upon,    let  aiiy  man  o   - 
reafon  judge  ? 

6.  The  ground  ye  walk  upon  (in  your  paper)  in  for  ^ 
bearing  to  call  or  join  with  Mr.  James  Renwick,  aiiv^ 
for  marching  in  fuch  violent  oppolition  againft  him,  i-^ 
becanfe  his  ordination  is  not  ieen,  and  a})proven  (as  y^ 
fay)  by  the  faithful  minifters  of  the  church  of  Scotland 
This  in  your  account,  albeit  in  the  broken  and  declin- — 
rd  ftate  of  the  church,  is  more  finful,  fcandalous,  and  oi — ' 
feudvc  thaa  alt  t\i;)tt  c;iti  \)C  x^\^i  •a.^i\v&  \l\^  curates—- 


J'or  tpis  gives  you  giioujcidi  to  cktcftnilic  not  only  a  fo»* 
beai^ee  tQ  joia  ^ith^  but  of  a  clireft  oppofitioaxU^ 
Irnyrowiftry  ;  Whpi?Cja5  iaill  that  ye  have  agamft  the  Quf 
rates,  is  in  debate  (as  ^aid  is)  Whether  of  not  th^y  fl[^ 
Ihs  heard. 

How^it,  as  to  my  ordiiutic^,  it  is  valid  -and  lav 
and  Ire^fe  not  to  ^ive  all'  ]^ffibl$  f^tUi^{lipt^»  tb; 
who  m^  be  coi^cieijtioully  dcllrous  tbiear :  Nci^,  , 
refufe  1  to  i^sfyjlny  ^Uifalxnimftjet-  i^ewiCB*,  ^1^ 
may  fed^  the  mfi^*  Xca,  ^hearins  thfit  a  eertajq  i^ifUf 
(iit  ©jthe.chwrchpf'Sjcottuid  wap  4efarpn»0{  isifqtmifilp 
qn  anefU  my  ordin^^oii^  I  difd  Write  unto  hUn  a  tm^ 
tranfcript  oFthe  <enificatc  of  the  fahjyc,  with  ipy  J^^ 
fnent  as  to  the  chief  things  controverted  ijti  wr  f)i|ttr> 
}m%  I  ^ever  received  any  axi£wer«  l^cwKef  fome  o^^^* 
.  miaiftets  whom  ye  knpur^  (Mei&s»  ^^urclay  and  Ii?pg^ 
lands)  ihewed  their  MrilUiii^Defs  to  h^ve  a  conCurrencf 
between  them  and  ipe,  jand  to  lay 'i41  -d^bate$  .afi]^|  . 
which  I  cokild  hoi;  do,  except  thefe 'o^  cquffi^ 

were  refented  ajid  r/dinquijhea*    ^Xhtw  made  no  cic^p^  » 
tion  againd  ipe  Op  acconnt  oi  itxy  ordii^tion  npt  being* 
feen  and  approyen  by  tKe  mini&ers,  t5*f. 

But  as.I  refuie  Hot  tp  fatlsfy  ^ny  faithiiul  mlnifters  t)^ 
pon  that  head,— and  I  am  wiUing  to  yield  all  due  ^bjec* 
^nunto  ti^em  in  the  lord.l  Xfci?cr:thelefs,  I  btin^Mir 
conceive,  that  theie  bear  not  the  filature  pf  fait]^!f^l  mf¥ 
niiters,  and  of  fuch  as  I  ai)ii  fubjeQt.unto  j  wJKo  have^i^ 
redly  and  a(rtuaily  con^fdied  with  the  enemies  of  t^ 
colicnanted  church  and  kingdom  ^  or  who  defeAd,  e§f 
jcufct  plaifter,,  or  cover  i^d  tolerate  Compliances  witK^ 
theforefaid.enenues  wd-^U^cir  palp?^!^^  defe^iop  ^pm 
the  reformation  of  thi3  church ;  or,  who  pervert  thtir 
^in'MlryJ^y  contradicting  our  prefent.jteiiimony,  founded 
upon  ^d  agreeable  to  the  fcr^tureS}  Our  Conf^^en^md 
Covenants^  or  who  have  deferted  miiufterifd.  duties^  a^ 
deiifted  from  the  public  work  of  ^re^cjiling  the  goipdi 
ibr  fear  of  hazard/5  or  who  have  divided  the  church^r-* 
calumiyated  and  condemned  the  mo:^e  fiuthful^ 

Now,  (paffing  by  others  whom  I  might  mentipi?)  Ifiijs 
I. humbly  conceive  that  miniiiers  guilty  of  all  or  anyi^ 
inore  or  fewer  of  the  forefaids,  are  not  fuch,  asincott*  . 
icience  I  can  fubject  unto,  confideriug  thefe  charges 
(as  J.defire)  with  application  to  minifters  of  this  organi* 
4^  church,  under  the  fanxe.",  bond  of  Covenant  wirtj  - 
]K>  andobliged  to  maintain  the  fame  word  of  teftimony^ 
'•Mm  .        ■  %sMi  ■: 
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and  with  refpe A  to  the'  broken  and  declined  ftate  rf  ttil 
ciiiirchy  They  will  be  fonnd  ftifficiently  to  warrant  my 
non-fubreftion  to  thcfe  (while  fiidr)  t6  whom  thCf  arc 
duly  applicable. 

7.  Ye,  caU  the  forefaid  Mf.  James  his  pfeachingrf- 
]K>n  a  call,  without  previous  fubmif&on  to  tninifters,  u 
gainft  whom  he  hath  juft  exceptions,  <  an  horrid  anda^ 
bbihinable  ufin^ation  and  intrufipn  ^  Whereas  it  caiindk 

'  be  called  ufurpation,  becaufe  I  have  a  proicftative  nuffi* 
en  to  exercife  all  the  parts  of  my  miniftry  ;  neither  att 
it  be  caUeH  intrufion  upon  the  labours  of  any  fiuthfal 
minifters  of  Chrift ;  For  I  declare,  with  grief  andlamen-' 
iation,  that  I  travelled  for  a  cOnfiderablc  fpa'ce  of  time 
through  the  country  of  Scotland,  where  proffeflbrs  awf 
ftifferers  didmoft  al^und,  and  in  all  my  journies  I  nevef 
heard  of  any  labouring,  feve  the  indulged  for  a  feaftn, 
and  the  Curates.  And  I  think  I  may  fay  bfefore  God, 
that  ft  was  pity  toward  the  fcatteried  fheep  of  Chrift  in 
this  land,  who  were  fainting  and  fwooning  through  thr 
*  famine  ofthe  public  ordinances,  th^t  moved  me  to  fob* 
jeft  myfelf  in  fuch  a  weak  condition  to  fo  great  a  work, 
and  to  undergo  fo  ihany  perils  and  wanderings.  And  il 
is  moft  likely,  if  labourers  had  been  faithful  and  labori- 
ous, I  had  laboured  none  to  this  very  d^y.^ 

8.  Ye  fignify  your  refolution  to  proteft  agaiiift  thr 
forefaid  Mr.  James  his*  preaching,  as  *  horrid  and  abo^ 
minable  ufurpation  and  intrufion  upon  you  and  your  la- 
boiirs,  till  fuch  time  (mark  it)  as  ye  have  the  mind  of 
your  faithful  minifters  anent  the  forefaid  things.' 

Wliat  are  thefe  things  ?  They  are  nothings  ifthcjr 
be  not  the  cefs-payi|ig,  hearing  curates,  and  taking  the 
abjuration  oath  upon  the  one  hand  *,  and  iipon  the'  other 
hand,  the  condemning  thefe  things,  and  adl^ering  t6  the 
forefaid  declaration,  afiid  receiving  of,  and  adhering  to 
the  above-named  perfon^  without  the  confent  and  appro- 
bation (as  ye  fay)  of  the  remanent  godly  and  faithful 
minifters,  fe'r. 

I  am  content  indeed,  that  ye  caft  tipon  the  receivers 
ef  my  miniftry  the  brand  of  conden^ning  thefe  iniquities, 
but  does  not  this  that  ye  fay;  confirm  what  I  have  in- 
ftruftedinanimadverfion  fourth,  viz.  That  ye  have  0- 
verturned  fome  great  and  material  pieces  of  our  refor- 
mation, and  brought  in  debate  what  was  out  of  debate, 
'  and  that  ye  will  have  a  new  decifion  of  what  has  been  by 

the 
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iMllilborikj  of  the  church  pfJScotlaad^  long  agip^  yqrj 
jrift^f^^lcided.     What  ^  thefe  j^thful  minifters^jOxall 
vifi^jaa  to  pay  the  .Ccf%  h^ar^thp  ciirates,:  and  allow 
knj|ff  the  abjuration  oath,?.  And  i|  jc  follow  their 
t^flflUl^  Where  will  ye  he  i  ,And  if  ye  follow  it'^^^^^ 
rtfTjCVi-  ]re  hang  your  refolded  Erotdftation^  upon  It  f 
t^Jicvieai.you  have  inveljgled  yourfelves  in  agr^a^jn- 
For^foine  oiP  the  ininiO^ri^ .  whom' ye  account 
will , tolerate  (if  *  not  defend)  the  paying' of 
and  others  will  condenm  ijt ;  .  Sotne  of  mem 
%]likm  pf  taking  the. juration  oath^  and  others 
l:i9.%  leaA:  did)  difapproye  of  it :  Some-  of  them 
ijii%ik.a4.h^^ng  pf  Curates,  sdud  others  will  teftify 
uMQt  1^*  .  Now>  .whoni  will  ye  fpllQw  ?  and  whofe  den 
PWUltipn  will  ye  take  in  yoor  appeal  i'   Have  ye  not 
lip^t  yqurielye^  by  this  to  a  -great  diflliculty  ?  ' 
giv^^e  expref^.  yourfelyes  with  fucK  confiifion,  as  I 
OfK  not'  whether  to  loqk  upon  you  as  men  in  o$ce  or 
ti^fof^ce,  or  both  .J  ye  fpeak  with  one  breath  as  if  yc 
w  loinifters,  .and  yet  alio,.  ;0i|Jy  as?  peopfe ;"  For  ye  fay,   . 
£4he  forefaid  IVfr^  Jame^,  ajt  the  dei^re  of  {irang'ers, 
at  any  of  your  brethren  dividing  from  you^  ftallin* 
Ifjc^JTWi^pnyour  labours,,  without  your  pllprcon^ 
i^  till  fiMjh  time  as,  ye' have  tha  mii\d  of  your  faithful 
aiders  ianei)t  the  fpre{^dtUngs,ye  will  prbteftagainfl: 
la  horrid  intrufioij  on  yojir  labours,'    If  Jj^e  be'  people, 
ir.bbours  cimnotbe intruded  upon  bj^  the  exercitt  pf 
iminiftBrial  fun^ipp;  .^id  if  ye  b?  miniftersj^ow 
le  ye  to  fay,  That  ye  pauft  have  the  riiitjd  crf^your 
hfill .  niinifters  ?    I^  never  foaew.ciipiflters  fbeafcjfe. 
i  though,  ye  fliouldiav  that  ye  arc* both  miiiuTcrs  and 
pie,  ,ye^  pone  caQ  frecfuch  a  fpcech  ofworfe  than 
OTQir  in.orthomphy.     And  I  do  verily  wonder,  bow 
c;;ai,i>uild.  fiKh  abfurdities  gpon  fome  expreHiOhs  in 
A   of  our  fpriuer,  papery,  whkU  'many  of  yon  once 
led,,  and  which  can^t^^ar^a  fai-  gthei-  and  better  fcnfc 
1  ye  put- upon  theip :.  And  ih'the  mean  tirue,  yeyour- 
e$.fa}l>n.2a  greater  f^ult.     And  if  rthbuglit  thnt  atiy 
gynisUi  i^4  penned.your  pap^r,^  1  would  tiik^  -x  tittle 
rty-tp*  difcQYi?r  the  pontr:\dn.T:i6.ns  ^nd  confiilions  ^  (to 
np.,wo|fc),and  that   he  hatli  not   adverted  to  his 
k  wh^  he  wrote  it*     But  wh;|t  I  have  obfcrvcd  in  ' 
j^iif^'inepcca/ion  to  t\\kt  It  as  the  draijght  of  itlfte- 
,.IQen^  (who  fometjmes  cannot   riptly' expfefs '  thdr 
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Mizr6h%)  I  flisQ  be  the  more  favoiic^ble,  and  Ai 
|6rt)fcar. 

IQ.  Yc  fay,  f  That  ji  Wiil  look  upon  Wr,  Jw!(i6  Wi 
meaching  the  golbel)  without  fubje£Hon  To  fuch  AunU 
Sefs  as  he  hath  mfiSdent  exceptions  s^aUtft,  to  be  di* 
^ij&ye  and  deftfuftive  fo  the  poor  fuHerih^  remas^  of 
this  thurch.'  Whtrciinto  I  fhall  reply  nothing,-  but, 
That  the  faithful  rctmiant  of  thia  church,  who  fnffor 
zhoft,  both  by  the  Iia|icU  ?tn4  tpn^uear  gf  pfien^  do  ^ 
look  with  your  eyes, 

1 1 ,  Te  give  \ti  your  paper  fubfcribed  by  a  fiiithfal  ao4 
creditable  m^  indeed,  William  M^Hutchifpn,  in  the 
:pame  of  that  place  of  the  ftuiurtry  pf  Galloway  bettvixt 
Cree  and  Dee  : — Whereby  ye  hafve  done  an  injuxy  to 
fome-^onfcieutious  fuftcrcrs  an4  owiicrs  of  truth  in  that 
place,  who  dp  abPtninate  your  deed  ;  and  alfo  to  Jrawt 
aelves  in  your.deiign^iori  fo  oomprehenfivc  as  to  exclucU 
none,  either  paplfts  qr  tnaligriants  who  refide  there. 
And  again  ye  fay,  in  the  name  of  the  whole.  \%  IhA 
of  the  whole  of  your  party  f  Does  not  this  give  juft 
ground  pf  exception  ^gainft  the  whpl^  pf  your  par«» 

«y  ? 

Now,  having  in  weaknefs  (though  with  ftudied  cwi-i 
jjlour  and  fobriety )  briefly  animadverted  upon  foiiie  things 
m  your  paper,  wherein  I  conceived  to  lie  the  greatcR 
prejudices  to  tne  work  of  the  Lord,  I  fhall  not  touch 
ibihe  other  things  in  it^  which  may  be  looked  upon  as 
importing  only  w^eaknefs,  ,chuling  rather  to  (:over  thefci 
^nd  pafs  them  in  filence  *, 

And  notwithflanding  of  all  that  ye  have  done  9gaJhft 
me,  I  have  loY?  to  you,  and  delire  tp  behave  myfclf  as 
SI  friend  :  Yea,  I  may  fay,  J  am  filled  Avith  a  great  mean 
iure  of  forrow  and  amazement  when  I  conficler  your  prc^ 
dfent  courfe  and  carriage,  and  compare  it  \yith  yonr  for- 
xner.  Many  of  you,  and  I^  have  wandered  in  the  fi-. 
lent  watches  of  the  night  together,  been  in  perils  toge- 
ther, fled  from  the  fword  of  the  common  adverfiry  to- 
gether 'y  and  I  app^l  to  yourfelves  if  ye  have  not  found 
lometimes  fomething  of  the  power  of  God  in  our  folem-. 
ties  together. — Ye  have  lufiercd  much  at  the  hand  of 
the  cneuxy,  even  to  the  fliedding  of  the  blood  of  many 
of  yoo,  which  I  hope  was  acceptable  to  God,  and  is  a 
^2^  of  the  feed  of  the  church. — YeprofefTed  once  with 

t  ^c  lUawlcW';  Utt^^)  v^^  l<t.  48.  ^%i  his  life,  p*  ^t^'tot- 
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« tlie  fame  thing  that  iviecAim  and  profefs  this  day  ;.  ye 
irere  the  moft  forward  for  a£Uon|  and  we  gloried  in  you^ 
and  boafted  of  you,  and  I  thmk  this  hath  been  our  iixk 
iiud  a  part  of  the  caufe  of  yotxr  judgment. 

Howbeit,  there  are  foitie  things  wherein  ye  have 
greatly  wronged  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  which  (out  of  re- 
ipc£t  to  thnt  caufe,  and  love  to  your  fouls)  I  fliall  briiq^ 
to  ybur  remembrance,  and  fet  before  you  for  your  feri- 
ous  confxderation. 

Therefore  (I  fay)  confider,  when  ye  were  profefling 
a  coijcurrcnce  with  U5  in  the  ftatcd  teftimony  01  our  day, 
what  underhand  dealing  ye  had  with  other  parties,  (with- 
put  once  acquainting  us  therewith)  from  which  both  ye 
4Ui4  we  were  obliged  to  ftand  at  a  due  diftance, 

Confider  how  ye  divided  from  us,  and  joined  with  ml- 
flitters  chargeable  with  fundry  offences,  (ftiU  defended) 
fmd  ai^e  now  gone  that  length  that  I  know  not  any  mi- 
nifters  (however  fadly  turned  afide)  froii\  whom  ye  ftand 
.^t  a  diftance  ;  yea,  do  not  fome  of  them  whoa;i  ye  call 
$^nd  embrace,  calunmiate  and  condemn  the  more  faith- 
fill  remnant,  uttering  as  umender  and  undiaritable  ex- 
prcffioqg^thcp;^  as  the^  <:an  dP  of  the  perftcuUng  ene^ 

By  what  warrant  flioidd  ^hey  be  heard  preach,  who 
fpeak  lies  in  the  name  of  the  liOrd  ?  Confider,  whether 
'jLic  the  mihifters  who  lurfe  and  refide  at  Kdinburgh,  and 
who  are  chargeable  with  other  things  than  at  prefect  I 
lliall  name  ;  I  fay,  are  thev  now  become  fuch  unto  you^ 
that  ye  will  receive  no  miniftcrs  but  fuch  as  have  an  ap^ 
probation  and  warrant  from  them  ?  Confider  alfo,  how 
many  temporizing  compilers  yq  have  received  into  your 
fclcdt  focietics  ?  V 

Confider  how  ye  came  to  our  General  Meeting,  Jan* 
28tbj~i686,  with  what  purpofe  of  uniting  with  us,  the 
l/>rd  knows  ;  and  when  we  were  ufing  aU>Uicans  to  con- 
ciliate an  union  in  the  Lord,  ye  dec^ '  very  difingenu- 
oufly  with  Us.  And  alfo,  when  wc  becaufe  of  your  fun^ 
dry  offences  no  wsnr  refented  hyyou,  did  copfcientiouf- 
ly,  in  our  own  names,  refnfe  your  concurj^eacic  with  us 
in  fele^ed  Chriftian  fellowfhip,  ye  went .  away  and  did 
fpread  fad  lies  and  calumnies  of  us.  '' 

Confider  how  ye  have  difperfed  your  papers  and 
IKUnphlets,  with  what  truth  and  tender nefs  as  tovthe 
-^arges  therein  contained,  we  leave  to  every  confcienti-n 
i»i|i  Cbriftm  who  kaaws.  us  to  jud^c.. 
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•  Confider  how  ye  have  by  letters,  informations,  cooi^ 
icis  and  proteftations,  with  more  zeal,  oppofed  and 
contended  againft  an  affliAed  witnefllng  Renmant,  than 
ever  ye  did  againft  the  antichriftian  hierarchy.  And  th(/ 
the  Lord  knows  (as  £u*  as  I  can  fee  into  my  heart)  I 
mention  it  not  to  refent  any  injury  done  unto  myfdfi 
yet  I  muft  defire  you  to  confider  how  when  I  caihc  to 
your  border,  offering  to  converfe  with  youj  and  willing 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  as  formerly  I  had  done  in  that 
place,  you  would  let  none  fpeak  with  me  but  fuch  as  yoa 

geafed  :   Ye  feparated  from  me  when  I  was  going  about 
mily  cxercife ;  and  you  aHb  protefted  againft  both  my 
preaching  and  converle, 

Confider  what  errors,  abfurdities,.  contradi£lions,  ^c 

arc  Auffed  into  your  paper  prefixed.     O  I  fay,  confider 

vatiA  take  a  look  of  thefe  things ;   how  thereby  ye  have 

iadly  wronged  theintereft  of  Chrift,-^have  made  the  Cr 

ncmy  to  Uafpheme,— made  confcientious  fuffercrs  to 

iktmble  and  fall,r— to  grope  in  the  dark  not  knowing  , 

what  to  ehufe  or  refufe,— -have  hardened  the  hearts,  anj 

ftrengthencd  the  hands  of  thefe  engaged  in  a  couife  of. 

defection,  fo  that  they  do  pot  turn  from  the  evil  of  theif 

'  ways,— have  done  fp  ipuch  to  deprive  pofterity  of  the 

•  tnjths  whiph  ought  td  be  tranfmitted   to  them ;   and 

finally^  how  you  have  thereby  finned  againft  yo^r  own 

/buis. 

Now  I  befeech  you  confider  your  ways  :  And  that  the 
Ijord  may  pour  out  on  you  the  fpirit  of  mourning  and 
turning,  is  the  prayer  of  him  who  is  your  foul's  yiAVm- 
wiii^er. 

&ic  Suhfcribitur^ 

JAMES  REN.WICK, 


AccoRpiNG  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  Meeting^ 
a  General  Sleeting  conve«ned  at  Wanlochheady  upon  the 
nxd  of  December,  1686.  Prayer  (as  was  ufual)  being 
gone  about,  and  the  meeting  modelled. 

Mr.  David  Houfton  having  come  out  of  Ireland,  with 
James  Boole  (or  Boyle)  was  conducted  to  this  meetini» : 
To  which  Mr.  Alexander  Shields  preacher  of  the  gofpel 
did  likewife  come,  who  had  upon  the  21ft  of  October 
made  his  efcape  out  of  prifon,  and  then  came  to  the  U- 
juted  Societies*  au4  \?a.^  for  fome  time  with  JMr.  Jamf> 

Rea- 
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Renwick^  who  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  him .  ITicCe 
two  miiiifters  having  come  to  the  meeting,  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  what  was  thei^  done  with  reference  to  them 
follows. 

However  confidering  the  importance  of  what  waM 
done  at  the  laft  General  Meeting,  I  judge  it  neceflarf 
to  give  you  a  true  account  thereof. 

There  came  two  minifters  to  the  laft  Meeting  Decern' 
ber  22d,  1686.  v/Js.  Mr.  David Houjfon;  and  Mr,  AUf^ 
-mnder  Shields.  But  I  ftall  firft  give  you  an  account  cf 
our  carrying  toward  the  laid  Mr.  David,  and*  toward 
the  forefaid  Mr.  Alexander^ 

When  I  viras  in  England  the  laft  fummer,  the  Generd 
Meeting  of  mir  Societies  being  informed  that  Mr.  David 
Houjloun  refirfed  concurrence  with,  and  fubjeftion  to  the 
minifters  in  Ireland  becaufe  of  their  defections,  and  that 
he  preached  faithfully  -againft  all  the  fins  of  the  timcs^ 
did  fend  utito  him  Colin  AUfon  and  William  Nairn  to 
kno^  the  verity  thereof ;  who  after  full  and  free  com- 
muning with  the  faid  Mr.  David  anent  all  the  heads  rf 
o  :r  prefent  teftimony,  received  great  fatisfeftion  5  who 
alio  figmfied  unto  them  his  refolution  of  coming  unto 
us.  But  before  we  fent  any  unto  him  again,  we  did 
convocate  all  our  friends  who  had  been  living  any  time 
hi  Ireland,  and  now  come  over  to  us,  that  we  might  in* 
form  burfelves  anent  what  they  knew  of  the  faid  Mr^ 
Davidy  who  could  not  relate  any  difference  Jn  his  prin- 
ciples from  us,  but  gave  in  fome  accufation  againft  him 
which  they  had  but  by  report,  and  were  all  perfonalia  7 
All  which  accufations  were  drawn  up  and  delivered  to 
James  Boyle^  who  was  fent  to  Ireland  to  get  the  verity 
or  falfehoodof  every  one  of  thefe  things  inftru£ted,  and 
finding  them  to  be  but  caliynnies,  to  conduft  the  foro- 
faiJ  Mr.  David  to  us,  according  to  his  ownrefblution. 
So  thp  faid  James  laying  out  fearch  for  information  anent 
thefe  reports,  conferring  with  fome  of  Mr.  David's  ac- 
cufers,  bringing  him  and  them  face  to  face  ^'likewife 
conferring  with  fome  of  his  neighbours  and  ordinary 
hearers,and  finding  no  ground  for  the  forefaid  accufati- 
ons, did  conduct  Mr.  David  utito  us,  that  we  might  fa- 
tisfy  ourfelves  anent  him  in  a  free  communing  with  him- 
felf. 

Wherefore  Mr.  David  CTimc  to  otir  laft  General  Meet-t 
ing,  whith  was  upon  JI>ecemher  22dy  16^6.  being  ac- 
companied with  one  James  Kinhchy  who  was  particu- 


ipitbice^  and  vho  atfo  ^efti£i<e4  l^o^QVifi^^j^Jx^ 
(dtP'j  hooeftj  and  innocency  pf  the  foreUia  flite 
ftftejp  which,  we  did  read  over  in  Mr»  DMfufx 
tthe  inb'oduiQioQ  to'^owTjViixdicati^^   wJw^  Vf9l|lri&^ 
^aarUy  icomprehciided  fcnbe  iijgiial  fte{i$  c^  qui;  .diw4jt 
defe£uon>  wd  a  Gnef  dedaxation  of  ojjjr  j^ffi^  te^^^ 
jpy^.  both-as.to  wii^  we  o^m  and  Jiknvii,  to^ctlicr  ^itli 
4hc  fi^  h^ad  gf  the  fame  vindicatloji,  containing  (a<' 
':&K^.Oth^  things)  ten  ground^^  every  one  of  wkich,  viZ 
judge  fuffipent  for  Withdrawing  trom  miniiiers  of  this 
covenanted  and  rcifonoed  church,  to  whom  they  arc  *p- 
i^oihle  in  .this  brokca  and  declimn^  fl^te  :  ^nd  then  we 
afted  Mir.  Dapid^^jnd^mem  of  wlint  he  liad  heard,  ami 
^whether  or  joot  hc.^v^  of  one  mind  witli  tis  as  to  evei)- 
"  ^part  ^  of  our  prefeiit    tellUnony.     He  replied,  that  ''\$ 
^io  finne  matters  o^ia£t  he  was  Ignorant,  but  be  z^greed 
Irith  our  judgment  and  principles  in  ail  that  he  iuii 
Jheardy.addLogy  that  it  was  foretold  by  Luihir^  that  before  ; 
\,Chrift*s-  gjbriotts  appcjranec  for  his  church  in  the  hxi 
Idass^  i;he.caotrova:fy  ihould  be  dated  anJ  rid  about  im-' 
Soimj  and  oiagift^-acy*     So  Mr.  David  being  delired  to 
ifsemQvej  we  ga,ye  in  our  mind^  about  his  anfwer^  a»d  it 
«pas  fjoftained  as£sitisiying  in  that  point.     After  this^  w€ 
confnltsd.a0iong  oWelves  xvhat  wasfurdier  ncceifary  t*> 
defire  £br  o^r  further  fausfa^ion  an  eat  him;  and  hav- 
ing heard  from  himfelf,, that  he  had  foiQe  pa(^s  mtk 
him  which  couki  tend,  to  x>Mr  in£ormatio;i.sg[^cIea£ipg» 
concerniiigibiscarrjagei^ormaayjears^  wecal^dhiintp 
,U5  agaii^y  and  deiiTM.  to  hear^ihe£b  papers*    So^.tljkepi 
'Xias  readin  our  Jxearing»  SaA  his  lici^nqe^  then  his,  oriH- 
nation^  .wluch  was  to.  the  psueiili  oiT  Sr^rie^  a  Ut^  b^ 
fare  the  Reftoration.    Next  (^s  I.  ren>ember)  ^  f!^. 
which  he  had  drawn  up  p^voSc^  and  ^iven  to  the  n^mi* 
jftcr$  iin  Ireland,   containing  hii  reafons  wherefore. J^ 
..would  not  be  fubordinate  unto,  nor  concur  with  r.higWf 
whereof  their  oppoiition  to  jthe  fufTering  party  in  Scot- 
land was  one.     Afterwj^rd  were  read  &mc  teftificaiesi 
.Srom  the  people  in  therefpe£tiy.e  pbces  in  Jreland^  wbetc 
he  had  exexxifed  his  njipifliry,  fome  whereof  being  oi  a 
very  late  date,  and  one<)f  them  beanM^. that  they  hiiJ 
been  greatly  refrefhed  and  edified  with  his  pre-.xhing  \h: 
.gofpel  amongft  them;  but  that  he  had  denied  them  c- 
;ther  privileges  for  reafons  iatisfying  tp   himfclf  j    by 
.  whifch  he- deglaxed,  thcf  t^idi^^ 
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•  t'^  their  children,  becaufe  of  their  paying  cxaftions  ta 
the  cnbny,  and  this  we  looked  upon  as  the  greater  tefti- 
ro6ny. 

Further,  we  .enquired  how  long  he  had  kept  a  meet- 
ing-houfe  in  Ireland,  and  upon  what  terms ;  and  declar- 
ed the  terms  of  his  holding  were  not  finfiil ;  for  he  was 
lettletfby  the  miniftcrs  upon  the  call  of  the  people ;  and 
whicnfoever  he  knew  of  aily  tranlaftion  of  the  faid  mini- 
fters  with  th«  fo  called  magiilrate,  that  he  forfook  his 
xneeting-houfe,  and  rcfufed  fubordination  to  thefe  mini- 
ftcrs )  which  was  a  little  after  Bothwel,  Moreover,  he 
declared,  and  James  Kinloch  witnefled  the  fame,  that 
at  the  incoming  of  the  affociators,  Anna  1685,  he  gave 
a  plain  and  public  teftimony  againft  that  hotch-potch  con- 
federacy. Now,  Mr.  David  being  deilred  to  remove  a- 
gain,  we  communed  together  anent  what  we  had  heard 
from  his  papers  and  from  his  own  mouth,  and  found  a 
'  great  meafure  of  fatisfaftion  therefrom. 

Howbcit,  to  remove  fcruples  yet  further,  we  called 
him  again  to  us,  and  dealt  freely  with  him  in  telling  him 
what  was  reported,  by  fome,  of  him,  defiring  to  hear 
what  he  would  fay  to  thefe  things  himfelf*  All  which 
allegiances  he  heard  very  patiently,  and  anfwered  to 
*T/icni  one  by  one,  as  they  were  given  in,  very  pleafantly^ 
"and  ga've  very  demonftrai  ing  evidences  of  his  innocency. 

Now,  from  all  the  forefaids,  we  being  in  fuch  a  mea- 
fure fatisfied  in  our  confciences,  .concerning  the  faid  Mr. 
David ;  our  Tocieties  do  both  call  him,  and  hear  him 
•preach  for  further  trial,  whereunto  I  gave  my  conferit, 
iccing  no  reafon  wherefore  I  could  deny  it.  But  he  is 
not  as  yet  ftttlcd  amongft  us  as  our  minifter  by  a  form«;l 
and  folemn  call  for  that  effeft.  Howbeit,  for  the  time, 
1  kiiow  not  of  any  ground  that  will  be  for  excepting  a- 
.gainft  it  •,  for  I  hear  that  he  preaches  very  zealoufly  and 
faithfully  whither  he  goes,  and  carries  iiriftly  in  acbni- 
niftering  the  facrament  of  baptifm.  And  for  mine  own 
part,  from  his  exjn-eilinghimfelf  at  our  Correfpondence ; 
1  thought  he  feemed  to  have  th?  right  ftate  of  the  canlc, 
to  have  a  right  imprefiion  cf  the  cafe  of  tlie  church,  to 
be  tender-hearted  and  zealous  in  the  frame  of  his  fpirit, 
particuLirly  for  the  royalties  of  Chrift,  and  again  the  i- 
dolof  the  Lord's  jealoufy,  the  ecclcfiaftic  fupremacy  and 
civH  tyranny. 

As  for  our  carriage  towards  the  forefaid  Mr.  AIexan» 
Jer  ShiMr^  he  having  by  tlie  providence  oi  God  tai<^^ 
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hb  efcape  out  of  prifon,  after  %  little  (pace  of  timft-^irit]^ 
out  ieeking  after  any  party  of  minifters  againft  wliom  Hj^ 
have  exceptions)  came  to  the  country,  unta  thiff  CQiir 
tending  and  buffering  party.  And  at  length  upon:,tih|p 
5th  of  December  i686,  came  to  a  meeting  nrhich  veJMjt 
in  Galloway y  \xt  the  Wood  of  Earljhny  for  pread^flg^ 
and  fo  going  alongft  with  me  from  thence^  ufum  ^ 
day  following,  I  told  him^  albeit  I  had  {osoKbiisbBoak 
concerning  him  from  what  I  had  feea  under  hifl  pirn 
hand,  and  albeit  I  expeOed  more  by  further  conveife 
with  him ;  yet  I  thought  it  moiV  rational  in  itfelf,  vatA 
conducing  to  the  prefervation  of  union  amoogft  U9,  anil 
alfo  according  to  the  condufion  of  our  General  Meeting 
vizt  that  nothing,  which  concerns  the  whole  fhould  be 
done  without  acquainting  them  therewith  ;  that  the 
forefald  Mr»  Alexander  ^tdd  not  be  employed^  in  the 
public  work  until  he  came  to  the  Goieral  O)rrefp0Dd- 
ence,  that  all  might  be  fatisfied  anent  him  :  which  he 
did  take  Very  well,  and  defired  us  to  take  that  method 
with  him  which  we  would  do  with  any  backilidden  mi- 
niller,  if  God  fhould  touch  his  heart  and  bring  him  out 
from  his  defections  unto  the'  public  work*  Howbeit,  we 
thought  fit  to  employ  him  fometimes  to  go  about  family 
cxercife,  not  feeing  any  reafon  why  this  fhould  be  foi> 
borne,  for  thereby  we  might  attain  to  more  cleameis  a- 
nent  him..  And  indeed,  in  a  certain  family,  where  fome 
neighbours  (as  is  ordinary)  were  gathered  unto'  the  wor- 
fhip,  I  was  greatly  refreflied  with  what  he  fpake  frott 
Rom.  xii.  I2-  efpecially  with  what  he  had  in  prayec, 
with  a  heavy  lamentation  to  this  purpofe ;  '*  I  cannot 
*^  longer  contain,  but  I  muft  confefs  unto  the  Lord  bc- 
•*  fore  this  people,.  I  am  afliamed  to  oflfer  my  body  a  liv- 
•«  ing  facrifice  to  thee,,  yet  I  muft  do  it  \  for  I  a  prifoner 
*«  and  preacher,,  might  have  been  a  martyr,  and  in  glo- 
<*  rv  with  thee  and  thy  glorified  martyrs  above ;  but  I 
<•  finfully  and  feamefully  faved  my  life  by  difowning 
♦*  thy  friends  and  owning  thy  enemies  y  and  it  will  be  a 
«*  wonder  if  ever  thou  put  fuch  a  honourable  opportuni- 
**  ty  in  my  hand  again/^  And  very  feldom  did  he  go  a- 
bout  exercife,  but  either  in  prayer,,  or  in  fpeaking  from 
the  fcripture,  he  brake  forth  into  heavy  lamentationsy 
eonfeifing  particularly  his  defeftions.  So  the  time  of 
our  General  Meeting  coming,  which  was  December  22d, 
as  faid  is,  the  forefaid  Mr.  Alexander  CTnat  to  the  fame ; 
and  wc  did  read  over  in  his  hearing  (he  being,  prefent 

witli 
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'vritli  tb*  Bavid)  At  'mtvodioQion  to  oar  vindication^ 
irfaereiii^  are  compreheaded  fome  fpecial  fteps  of  our 
chmxh's  defe^ioiij  imd  a  brief  declaration  of  our  pre- 
feot  teflimonyj  both  as  to  what  we  own  and  difown ;  to- 
gether irith  the  fifth  head  of  the  fame  vindication,  con- 
taming,  among  other  things,  ten  grounds,  every  one  o£ 
which.we  judge  fufficient  for  withdrawing  from  minifters 
^this  covenanted  and  reformed  chi^irch  to  whom  they  are 
applicable,  in  this  broken  and  declining  ftate.  And  then 
we  aiked  Mr^  AUxmn^er's  judgment  concerning  what  he 
IukI  heard,  and  .whe;ther  or  not  he  was  of  one  mind  with  us 
as  to  every  part  of  our  prefent  teftimony.  To  which  he  re- 
filied,  that  he  agreed  cordially  with  us  in  all  that  he  had 
lieard,  and  particularly  in  the  forefaid  ten  grounds,  judg- 
ing eveiy  one  of  them  to  bear  a  folidity  and  fufficiency  in 
point  of  withdrawing.  But,  faid  he, .  there  are  fome 
things  there  teftified  agaInO:,  whereof  I  am  guilty  |  and 
I  vifi  take  a  little  time  10  unbofom  myfelf  unto  you  aiient 
^€  fame.  So  he  began  his  confeffion  mth  fome  pre- 
occupying cautions  ;  defiring  ths^'  none  might  think  he 
was  moved  to  what  he  was  now  about  to  do,  from  the 
offefhitions  of  applaufe  from  any  man,  or,  that  he  might 
jie  in  with  a  party  (for  he  knew  he  would  not  want  allur- 
uig  employments  if  he  had  freedom  to  embrace  it)  but 
only  that  he  might  give  God  the  glory,  vijidicate  the 
paufe,  exoner  his  own  confcience,  and  fatisfy  offended 
brethren  :  Intimating  alfo,  that  he  looked  not  upon  the 
focieties  ^  competent  for  handling  ecclefiaftic  matters, 
and  that  he  knew,  they  did  not  aflume  the  fame  unto 
themfelves,  though  they  were  falfcly  branded  therewith  : 
Yet  he  held  himfelf  bound  in  duty,  to  declare  with  for- 
row  before  them,  wherein  he  had  denied  any  part  of  the 
teftimony  which  they  did  own,  Then  he  proceeded  to 
the  particulars  of  his  confcffion,  and  acknowledged : 

I.  That  he  had  involved  himfelf  in  the  guilt  of  own- 
ing lie  (fo  called)  authority  of  James  VII.  fliewing  an 
acceding  finfulncfs  in  it,  and  taking  fhame  unto  himfelf. 

2^  He  acknowledged  himfelf  guilty  of  taking  the  oath 
of  abjuration,  and  of  relapling  into  the  fame  iniquity  ; 
the  finfulnefs  whereof  he  held  out  a  great  length,  making 
it  appear,  that  by  that  oath  many  orthodox  principles  which 
concern  us  greatly  to  contend  for,  are  abjured.  He  dc^ 
clared  the  occafion  of  his  being  inveigled  in  thefe  tranf- 
grdlions,  was,  the  entring  into  an  accominodation  ^vith 
lihe  enemy  \  for  he  could  proppfe  nothing  luitg  them'but 
Is.'  n  2  "ukCj 
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tbej  ftiil  added  and  gelded  to  it,  until  lliey  got  ^Hs^k 
fiUy  6ih  catched  in  their  angle.  Uowbeiti  hereby  .'(ai 
he  &id)  ke  did  npt  extenuate  or  excufe  his  r  fin,  far^ #< 
bcit  he  had  as  much  to  fay  for  himfdf  as  any  man  aooU 
have,  who  had  declared  in  fuch  a  meafure,  yethewtqU 
ueithcr  ftifflc  his  own  confciei^cc,  nor  blind  the  ^esof 
Others ;  wherefore,  he  fhewed  both  the  iin  apd  dajBw 
of  entering  upon  any  accomodation  whatfo^er  with  vio 
enemy. 

Now,  he  fpokc  largely  to  ajl  thcfe  partioiltu:?!  difctt 
'Bering  fuch  heinous  and  manifo}d  (in  therein,'  that^  ] 
think,  none  could  have  done  it,  unleis  they  bad  known 
the  terrors  of  the  l.ord ;  Shewing  alfo  the  ag^vatiop) 
thereof,  defiring  every  one  to  look  upontbeir  fiit  with 
the  aggravating  circumftances  they  canf«;  fai  it  5  And  he 
cxprcffed  fo  much  fenfe  jtnd  ingenuity,  that  nofie,  I 
think,  pould  require  more  of  hini^  and  I  know  not  who 
would  not  have  been  fati^fied  as  to  the  forefaids,  who  had 
heard  him  -^J^prefs  hijtnfelf  fo  fully,  fo  plaiyily,  fo  fireely, 
d|id  with  fo  much  fqpfe,  grief,  and  felf-;;6ndenining) 
tind  I  thought  it  hgth  fingiilaF  and  prDmiiing^  to  fee  % 
fblergyrrman  come  forth  with  fuch  a  confeffion  of  his  o<in 
defe^ions,  when  fo  few  of  tliat  fet  ^<  feen  in  Qur  «g« 
%o  be  honoured  with  the  like. 

So  Mr.  Alexander  being  defired  to  r<?moye,  w^  coin« 
muned  tpgcther  about  what  wc  heard,  and  all  declared^ 
they  found  themfelves  fatisfied  as  to  theforefaid$t '  Af- 
-  ter  this,  it  was  (roi^fulted  amongli  us,  wh^  wa?  neccf-^ 
fary  tQ  defire  for  pur  further  fatisfa£lion  ^nent  him  \  and 
we  judged  it  expedient  to  enquire  how  and  by  whom  he 
was  licenfed  to  preach  \  whereupon  I  having  confored 
with  hjm  before  therea^ent,  gave  a  brief  account  there* 
of  J  and  fignified  that  a  confiderable  while  ago,  I  faw  it 
under  his  own  hand,  that  if  the  bufinefs  of  his  liceQCO 
were  to  bo  done  yet,  he  would  neither  take  it  from  fuch 
perfons,  neither  would  they  give  k  him  \  and  that  of  late 
he  had  faid  unto  myfelf,  that  he  knew  not  one  of  thcfe 
who  had  granted  it,  that  now  he  could  concur  with. 

However,  we  thought  i^  convenient  to  call  himfelf, 
that  he  might  give  an  account  thereof  before-  us  all ; 
which  he  did;  Slowing  that  he  went  to  L(m'don  with  an 
intention  to  be  an  amailuenfis  to  Owen,  or  fome  of  thfik 
creat  doftprs,  who  were  writing  books  for  the  prefs,  and 
^d  ^  letter  pf  rc^ompxci^datipp  tp  one  ]Mr.  JBlactie  a 
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Bc$ttiflt  ountfter,  who  tijftied'kim  to  fpeak  with  him  z 
Qcnw  iibifony  and  had  ievenii  xhiniftcrs  conveened,  un« 
known  to  ISIr*  Alexander^  and  did  prefs  and  eiyoin  him 
to  take  licence  \  fo,  he  being  cirried  u^ito  it  inthat  fud'* 
d^n  and  furpriiing  way,  he  accepted  it  from  the  h^tnds  of 
Scottijb  ipiniilers  then  at  London^  but  without  any  im^ 
portions  or  luiful  reftH£lions« 

However,  ;i  Uttle  aft^r^  the  oath  of  allegiance  becom- 
ing the  trifd  *  of  that  place,  the  forefidd  Mr,  Alixanier, 
iludied,  a$  he  hs^d  occaiion  iq  preaching,  plainly  and  fa-> 
tisfyingly  to  difcov^  the  fin  of  it  5  which  was  lb  ill  tak* 
en  bj.  the  minifters  by  whom  he  was  licenfcd,  that  thqr 
threatened  and  fought  tp  ftop  his  mouthy  but  he  refti^> 
ed  to  fubmit  unto  them. 

Now,  to  this  very  purpofe  was  the  relation  that  Mr, 
jiUxander  hipifelf  gave.     So,  confidcring  what  is  before 
related,  the  focieties  for  themfelves,  and  I,  with  the 
concurrence  of  fome  eiders  then  prefent,  did  call  lilm  to 
officiate  in  preaching  the  word  to  the  fuffering  Remnant 
of  thb  church.     WhcrcforV,  upon  the  Sabbath  follow- 
ing he  and  I  did  preach  together,  he  having  hi**  text,  % 
Cor.  T,  II,  in  thefe  words  in  the  fprmer  part  of  th^ 
verfe,  viz.  Knowing  therefore  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  wf 
perfuadc  men^     In  which  preaching,  I  may  fay,  hepar^ 
ticulariy  aflertcd  every  part  of  our  prefent  teftimony, 
both  as  to  pon-compliance  with  enemies,   non-concur-* 
rence  with  dcfeftive  parties,  and  difownifigthe  preten^ 
ded  authority  of  James  VII.  and  alio  do£trinally  confef- 
fed  l^js  own  particular  deftftio^is;   and  cried  out,  that 
kfio^uhtg  the  terror  of  the  Lord  in  thefe  things,  he  />rr- 
fuaded  fn^rin  And  leaving  appointed  a  fad  upon  the  Thu7f^ 
4ay  following,  I  briefly  drew  up  about  the  number  of 
forty  four  caufes  of  humiliation ,  omitting  no  piece  of  de- 
fection of  old  or  of  late,  that  I  knew  or  could  remem- 
t»er,  which  cauies  he  cordially  agreed  with,  and  expref. 
ied  the  fjime  publicly  in  his  preaching  before  the  con- 
gregation,  declaring  every  one  of  them  to  be  a  grea: 
caufe  of  humiliation  \   ana  confefled  again  his  own  d.!  • 
fe£lions,  holding  forth  the  fin  thereof  to  be  very  lieiiio'.i-;, 
with  much  fbrrow  and  regret.     So  I  find  Mr.  ji/exa:/.L:- 
fo  be  one  with  us  in  our  prefent  teftimony  5  I  look  r.pon 
him  SIS  having  the  zeal  of  Gcid  injliis  fpirit,  and  the  -  ::  ;r 
remnant  have  n^uch  of  his  heart ;  and  I  thinJ^  tl^j  Lord 
is  with  him,  and  he  cannot  be  challenged  vs.  dcHritr::.  in 
the  application  of  his  d^ftrine  j  ^d  for  nviv;  owo  \>^v\.^ 
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I  have  been  refrefhed  with  Uearing  of  hfrn,'  imdhive 
been  animated  to  zeal  bj  hii  preaching  and  diicouHe. 

-  There  was  a  kttcr  prcfimted  to  and  read  at  this  meet* 
ing,  from  fome  friends  in  Ireland  ;  to  which  an  atifwer 
was  earneftly  dcflred*  Though  the  meeting  refolved  to 
return  an  anfwer,  yet  it  was  not  done  till  afterward* 

.  It  was  refolved  that  the  1 6th  of  February  thereafter 
fliould  be  obferved  by  the  focieties  a  day  of  than]cfgiv<» 
ing  unto  the  Lord  ;  blelling  and  praifing  him  for  his 
fiiercies  beftowed  on  us  at  this  meeting ;  and  praying  that 
he  would  give  grace  to  improve  the  fame  rightly  to  his 
glory  and  praife.  Andalfo^  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
plcaied  in  his  mercy  and  condefcendency  to  lead  and  di- 
re A  them  what  to  do  in  the '  xoatters  to  be  treated  of  in 
the  next  meeting,  fo  as  it  may  be  for  his  jglory  and  the 
advantage  of  his  ^aufe. 

And  it  was  rpfolved  that  the  nc3^t  General  Meeting 
fhall  conveen  at  Frierminkn^  upon  th^  ad  day  of  March^ 
X687. 

.  In  this  interval  the  adverfarics  changed  a  little  their 
method  of  working,  to  bring  to  pafs  their  wicked  de** 
fign  of  inflaving  the  nation  and  introducing  Popery  j  for, 
pot  getting  the  penal  laws  refcinded  and  removed  by 
aft  of  parliament,  that  fo  Papifts  might  afcend  to  places 
of  power  and  trufl:,  and  have  liberty  to  exercife  their  i-» 
dolatry  without  cMitroul ;  they  fell  upon  another  me* 
thod  to  effeftuate  the  fame  dfefign,  which  was  by  virtue 
of  abfolute  power  claimed  and  blafphemoufly  arrogated 
by  the  Duke  of  York,  (alias  K.  James)  tio  flop  and  diff 
able  them,  in  a  proclamation,  and  to  grai^t  a  toleration 
to  Papifts  and  Quakers.  But  that  it  might  pafs  the 
better,  and  to  make  all  fecure,  liberty  was  grantt^  to 
moderate  Prefbyterians  to  exercife  their  religion,  yet 
with  fuch  reftriftions  and  under  fuch  conditions  as  it 
was  not  embraced.  In  the  mean,  time,  Papifts  were  ad- 
vanced, andprieftsandjefuits,  thefe  locufts  of  the  hot* 
tomlefs  pit,  did  fwarm  up  and  down  the  country,  and 
exercifed  idolatry  publicly  and  freely  without  trou- 
ble. 

But  as  the  poor  wanderers  were  excluded  from  this 
toleration,  being  among  thofe  who  frequented  field- 
meetings,  who  witli  the  preachers  at  them,  as  aLTo  af- 
HHqts  of,  or  coniu^cr^  ^\  thetJH  were  by  this  proclam*- 

tion, 
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tion  ordained  to  bei  profecuted  according  to  the  utmoil: 
feverity  of  laws  made  againil  them  ^  fo  this  excluiion 
was  no  grief  to  them,  (they  being  refolved  to  accept  of 
none  of  their  favours,  though  never  fo  fairly  bulked) 
but  rather  looked  upon  by' them  as  their  mercy. 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  meet- 
ing, A  General  Meeting  conveened  at  Frierminion^  upon 
the  zd  of  Mnrch  1687. 

As  was  ufual,  prayer  was  gone  about,,  and  the  meet- 
ing modelled.  A  part  of  the  day  and  of  the  two  days 
following  the  Infortnatory  Vindication  was  read  over,  and 
deliberately  taken  into  coufideration.  Upon,  the  laft 
day,  viz.  March  4th,  the  meeting  came  to  aconcluiion 
about  it ;  and  it  was  refolved  by  them  that  it  fiiould  be 
printed  and  publifhed  :  For  the  defraying  tlie  expences 
whereof,  they  agreed  upon  1 20  pound  Scots;  anddefir- 
cd  that  Mr.  Alexander  Shields  would  overfee  the  print- 
ing of  it. 

In  compliance  with  this  deiire,  Mr.  Shields  went  a- 
broad,  firil  to  London,  where  he  eflayed  to  get  it  print- 
ed. ;  but  failing  thereof,  he  went  to  Holland  and  got 
it  done.  After  this  was  printed,  and  he  had  expeded 
fome  other  bufLnefs,  he  returned  to  Scotland  *'. 

It  was  refolved  alio  by  this  meeting,  that  the  Letter 
agreed  to  by  the  laft  meeting  to  be  fent  to  fome  friends 
in  Ireland,  which  had  not  yet  been  done,  fhould  now 
be  written  and  fent. 

Accordingly  it  was  drawn  up,  and  fent  after  this 
meeting  }  a  true  copy  whereof  follows : 


To  Friends  in  Ireland. 

Loving  Friends  J  and  dearly  Beloved  in  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chri/l, 

March  2d,    1687. 

E  received  your  kind  and  Chriftian  letter,  very 

rcfrciliful  and  acceptable  to  us  \  ndt  only  be- 

caufe 


w 


•  Together  wi'h  Mr.  Alexaoder^  Michael  Shields  went  alfo 
fo  the  Netherlands,  where  they  AM  till  oear  the  end  of  the 
year,  being  both  employed  in  ^writing  the  Hied  let  loofe,  and 
patting  it  -to  the  prefs  there.-  es  appears  by  letters  from  them 
boiiito  Mr.  Hamilton,  excafing  tbemfelves  for  not  vlfiliu%W\\A^ 
and  deGriog  him  to  borrow  and  fend  to  them  300  ^iVdct^  \  viWc^ 
bcd/d* 
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catife  coming  from  fuch  who  kave  obtained  like  preeim 
Jaiih   with  us,  through  the  right eoufnefs  of  God,  and  our 
Savieur  Jefus  Chrifty  and  whom  we  refpefl  as  our  breth- 
ren, under  the  fame  indiflblvable  bond  of  our  holy  co- ' 
Tenants^  engaged  to  concert  the  fame  caufe  and  tcfti- 
mony  for  tlie  precious  interefts  of  our  princely  Mafter ; 
"with  whom  we  have  defiredamore  clofc  and  intimate 
corrcfpondcnce  than  hitherto  we  have  obtained  j  and 
coming  from  fuch,  at  fuch  a  time,  when  wc  were  groan- 
ing under  that  bitter  grievance,  among  many  others, 
of  being  deprived  of,  and  lequeftered  from  thiat  deiirc- 
able  and  much  defired  comfort  of  communion  with  our 
brethren  m  other  churches,  which  we  could*  not  enjoy 
as  *we  defired  becaufe  of  the  univerfal  decay  of  love, 
yeal  and  IVmpatby,  every  where  too  vifibly  dccreafing, 
ind  becaufe  of  the  many  odious  and  invidious  obloquies 
we  and  our  caufe  have  been  afperfcd  with,  which  yet 
we  find  hath  not  got  fo  credulous  entertainment  with 
you,  as  to  block  up  your  hearts,  and  bind  up  your  hands 
from  fliewing  fuch  tender  affection  toward  us  as  ye  dif- 
cover  in  your  letter;  but  alfo,  becaufe  of  the  manner 
of  its  conveyance  by  a  hand  very  welcome  to  us,  where- 
in yot^demonflrate  no  fmall  care  and  concern  to  be  in- 
formed of  our  cafe  and  caufe,  in  that  you  fpare  no  pains 
to  purchafe    the    undcrftanding    of  it.      And  chief- 
ly your  letter  was  very  grateful  to  us,  becaufe  of  the 
matter  of  it ;  relilhing  fo  much  of  a  gofpel  fpirit  of  fym- 
pathy  with  us  in  our  conflicb  of  fufferings  and  contend- 
ings  for  truth  and  duty,  and  of  a  favoury  fenfe  of  our 
worthies  witneflings  for  the  regalities  of  our  royal  Maf- 
ter, which  they  fealed  with  their  bonds  and  blood  v 
and  of  heart-afi^efting  grief,  condoling  the  niifery  of  our 
unhappy  divifions,  and  of  love  to  us  prompting  you  to 
fijch  a  ferious  folicitoufnefs  to  be  informed  of  our  intc-* 
grity  to  the  fwom  trutlis,  and  of  our  way  in  the  Lori.^» 
the  lietter  to  ilop  the  calumnies  of  adverfaries,  and  ^^ 
zeal  for  the  common  caufe,  in  exprefiing  yonr  defire  t:^ 
keep  up  harmony  with  us  in  purfuance  of  the  ends  O* 
the  Covenants  and  a^s  of  venerable  Aflemblies,  and  lh3^ 
the  mouths  of  liars  may  be  flopped.     The  fragrancy  cf 
which  graces  that  your  letter  did  favour  of,  did  vei"/ 
much  endear  it  to  us,  and  incites  us  to  fon^e  earneft  Ji* 
ligence  (as  our  uncertain   wanderings  would  allow)  to 
endeavour  a  fpeedy  return.     But  in  confidence  of  your 
l:ind  conftrudion  we  muft  apologize  with  regret,  thaf 

'    '  withff 
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neither  our  condition  for  the  time  will  admit,  nor  our 
capacity  will  furniih  us  with  fo  fpeedy  and  fatisfadtory  ai^ 
smi  wer  to  fend  you  as  we  defire  \  and  therefore  muft  in^t 
treat  your  favour,  both  for  our  ihortnefs  in  the  abrujpt 
abridgment  of  our  anfwer,  and  for  our  longfomeneis  ia 
fending.  /  ' 

It  would  be  tedious  both  for  you  and  for  us,  to  give  a 
full  deduAion  of  the  manifold  tra£b  and  fteps,  travels 
and  traverfings,  ups  and  downs  we  have  had  in  our  con- 
flicts' and  coutendings  with  open  enemies  and  profeflcd 
friends,  with  cruelty  and  craft,  with  rage  and  reproach^ 
with  cenfures  and  calumnies,  with  perfecutors  of  hand 
and  perfecutors  of  tongue,  with  defedlion  and  divifion^ 
with  the  extremes  of  left-hand  declenfions  and  right* 
hand  extravagancies,  in  our  continued  (and  yet,  through 
mercy  uninterrupted)  courfc  of  our  weak  wreftlings  an 
gainft  the  corruptions  of  the  times,  and  the  indignities 
done  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  crown  preroga-i 
trves.  We  muft  refer  the  more  ample  account  of  thefe 
to  our  Informhtory  Vindtcat'ton  we  propofe  to  emit,  an4 
alfb  to  fend  to  you  as  foon  as  the  times  difficulties  will 
permit  us:  Only  at  the  time,  to  anfwer  your  dcfirc  ia 
fbme  meafure,  that  you  may  be  informed  about  thefe 
reports  of  our  animoiities  fdlen  out  among  ourfelves  \ 
and  how  it  comes,  and  why  it  is,  that  now  in  our  lan4 
that  Jtidah  fliould  fight  againft  Judah  even  at  Jerufalem, 
which  caufes  your  fpirits  to  faint  to  hear  the  reports  of 
it,  we  would  in  fome  (hort  hints  and  open-hearted  inger 
nuity  give  you  to  underftand  fomething  of  the  caufes  and 
cficfts,  rife  and  refult  of  thefe  animofities,  and  what 
our  carriage  hsith  been  under  thefe  difTeniions,  and  o£ 
our  prefent  abftra£lion  amidft  theCe  diftradlions,  whence 
it  fprang  and  wliere  it  ftands  with  us. 

Though  we  be  moft  unworthy  of  the  honour,  and  vc^ 
ry  uncapable  and  infufficient  for  the  work  of  profecuting 
a  teftimony  for  the  covenanted  work  of  reformation  of 
this. once  reno\vned  church  ;  yet  it  hath  ever  been,  and 
.  ftill  is  our  ambition  and  endeavour  to  aim  at  it,  and  in- 
iift  in  the  footfteps  of  the  moft  zealous  and  faithful  pro- 
moters' of  it  that  have  gone  before  us,  and  to  advance 
in  it  as  they  left  it  without  any  abandoning  or  foregoing 
any  part  of  it,  or  altering  (further  than  that  progreft 
or  radicr  application  to  our  pref(!?nt  cafe  the  times  hav« 
called  us  to.  make)  fo  that  however  we  be  reproached 
with  new  principleslind  pra£ttces  which  we  have  forged 
O  g  wA 
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'sKd  fbflfered  to  maihtain  our  new  way,  as  manf  evttdT 
#tfr'backffiding  brethren  do  call  our  prefcnt  teftaboby; 
j€i  we  can  truly  fay,  We  know  of  none  that  wc  hafe>   . 
^fo&kd  either  contrary  to  the  veiierable  church  <pofit 
tvtioas  in  our  heft  and  jpureft  times,  or  contradKbai^tO   ' 
what  our  minifters  preached  before  thefe  divifiooib^ii} 
€r  to  what  we  o^r(c3ves  profefied  whien  nnitol  irith  tfaoi, 
Irhb  now  brand  us  wkh  the  odious  dhiaraftefs  of  jau^ 
lings  ai^'d  fchifmatics,  which  we  will  not  now  ftaad  to 
ftfute  by  recrinnnations,  but  can  eafily  irindicate  od^Sdtes 
firoitn  it  by  a  naked  dedu£lion  of  the  tontrOveriy  asiiaa»* 
g^hy  m  Snee  the.  firft  rife  of  k. 

CHir  teftiiho^  hafh  been  in  fome  meafurc -cohtiniied 
ahii  pn^agated  ever  fince  the  fatal  cataftr6jphe  of  o^fcn 
lAammg  the  work  oi^  reformation  by  the  Te4ntiodu£I^B 
of  tyranny,  fupremacy  «hd  Prelacy,  fince  which  time 
4re  hare  always  defighed  knd  defired  to  adhere  to'  and 
hhbark  with  fudi  minifters  ancl  prbfeilbrs  as  ^id  from 
time  to  time  zealoufly  withftand  amd  witnefs  ^getiDft  lite 
feveral  fneceilive  gradatibns  of  this  national  revolt  from 
the  Lord,  and  wereincorportited  with  the  body  of  thnu 
&at  did  bear  aiid  follow  Ihe  Lord*s  ftandard  in  ^eftdd- 
jpre^chihg  before  Botihwel;  with  whom  we  kadiWeet 
iiid  fdul-fatisfyfrig  cOnimtidony  while  their  fia  iMtt  ' 
keautifiil  upon  the  mduntawr,  brifigirig  glad  tidings^  p&bUjk^ 
fhg  falvatiofty  zHd  proclaiming  as  heralds,  that  Ziorfs 
King  reigned  ^  while  they  jeoparded  their  live&  in  the 
high  places  of  the  fields  with  us  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,' 
in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  reconciliation  betweeo  the  Lord 
and  tis  ;  fliewing  forth  all  the  counfel  of  God  to  us,  and 
all  thecaufes  of  his  contendlng's  with  us^  and  prciiing  us 
to  all  the  duties  of  the  day  ncceffary  for  keeping  op  the 
teftimony  and  bringing  biir  l^ii^  back  again  to  the  land, 
whom  bur  provocations  had  banifhed.  For  which  end 
ihey  inculcated  upon  us  our  covenant-engagements  to 
keep  and  conteiid  for  the  word  of  the  church  of  ScOt«^ 
land's  patience,  to  wreftleagainft  all  the  encroachments 
.made  upon  our  Mafterls  kingdom,  and  to  weep  over  aQ 
the  indignities  done  unto  his  name  by  this  apo(hitea^ 
malignant  party,  revolted  from,  and  rebelling  againft 
him,  and  to  ftand  at  the  fartheft  from  all  counteuanciog 
of,  or  complying  with  them,  or  ftrengtheniiig  their 
hands'  by  hearing  of  the  curates,  or  anfwering'  their  • 
courts,  or  tranfaifting.  with  thertv  any  manner  of  way, 
in  taking  thdr  en&airing  bc^ids  or  oaths>  (whereof  wi' 
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^ad  many  then  impofed  of  the  fame  nature  witli  theie 
ferged  iince,  though  now  more  univerfally  accepted) 
•9rinpajriBg  th^ir  iisiqukou^  exa£ltions  for  maintaining 
them  in  their  wickednefs^  profefiecUy  imposed  and  re« 
quired  for  that  end  \  yea,  when  many  of  our  much  ho- 
j^oured  watchmen  fpared  not  to  fet  ^heir  trumpet  to  their 
mouth  and  cry  againii  all  the  defeflions  of  their  breth« 
ren  impartiallyi  particularly  againft  all  that  church  ren-* 
ding  and  ruining  defe&ion  of  the  acceptance  of  that  in- 
4ulgeace,  the  baftard  brat  of  that  blalphemous  fupre- 
jnacy,  then  our  fouls  were  refreflied  in  going  along  with 
them :  But  when  felf-<:redit  and  intcreft  did  engage  fome 
to  take  the  patrociny  of  that  ftep  of  defcftion,  and  prc- 
pofterous  prudence  and  refpefit  to  peace  with  prejudice 
of  truth  did  prompt  others  to  palliate  and  daub  it,  we 
adhered  to  thcfe  that  faithfully  continued  to  contend  a- 
^inft  it  5  who,  for  their  fo  doing  were  much  contcmne^ 
and  x:ondemned  ;  and  fome  of  them  in  fundry  Pre&yte- 
ries  were  cenfured  and  rebuked  :  Yet  we  did  not  break 
bS  communion  with  thofe  who  were  then  labouring  to 

2uench  our  zeal  and  cool  our  fervour  againft  that  Chrift- 
iihonouring  fin,  though  at  that  time  we  were  much 
difcountenanccd  by  them,  but  endeavoured  to  go  on 
with  the  teftimony,  both  againft  the  defeftion  and  the 
tyrant's  ufurpation  upon  Chrift's  crown,  thereby  expli- 
citely  cxaudtorated,  from  which  it  had  its  rife  \  and  ac- 
cordingly the  teftimony  at  Rutherglen  was  emitted  Ma^ 
'l^hy  i6']6»  againft  the  declaration  condemning  our  co- 
venants, the  aft  for  keeping  that  anniverfary  day  for  the 
fctting  up  the  Ufurper,  and  againft  other  wicked  zQs 
made  againft  the  intereft  of  Chrift  in  the  land,  which 
were  then  publicly  burnt  5  which  is  now  condemned  by 
niauy  that  then  approved  and  applauded  it. 

AJfter  which,  when  in  profecution  of  the  fame  tefti- 
mony, the  Lord  favoured  us  with  a  notable  viftory  at 
Drumctog^  that  expedition  of  Bothwel  following  there- 
upon, was  broken  by  a  holy  provoked  God  for  our  fins^ 
by  occafion  of  our  diviiions  and  confufions,  fomented  by 
.  the  oppofcrs  of  our  teftimony  wherein  we  were  united 
■l^efore  fome  minifters  and  others  favouring  the  indul- 
gence did  contend  for  inferting  the  intereft  of  the  ufurp- 
ing  indulger  in  the  ftate  of  the  quarrel,  and  oppofed  the 
inferting  of  the  indulgence  as  it  was  obtruded  and  accept- 
tcd,  among  the  caufes   of  humiliation,  that  we  then 
pleaded  for  as  a  negeiTary  duty  that  appearance  called 
O  0  X  iot 
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fbr.    Whereupon  foliowed  that  kmentable  overthro# 
wherein  much  precious  blood  was  fhed,  and  many  of  oiir> 
dear  brethren  were  led  in  triumph  captives  by  the  infult- 
ing  enemy ;  fome  of  them  fcaled  that  teftimony  we  then 
contended  for  with  their  blood  \  others  of  them  refiifing 
the  iniharing  indemnity  (condemning  that  and  all  other 
appearances  as  fin)  and  the  bond  of  peace  then  tendered 
as  the  teftof  that  compliance^  were  banifhed^   and  in 
their  voyage  murdered,  by  being  fliut  up  under  hatchets 
when  the  fhip  was  loft.     Many  came  off  by  taking,  that 
bond,  being  tempted  by  the  perfuafions  of  fome  minit 
fters  and  the  filence  of  others  who  refufed  to  give  their 
advice*     At  which  time,  a  number  of  our  minifters  for* 
med  themfelves  into  an  aflembly,  wherein  they  voted  foy 
a  new  indulgence  with  the  Cautionary  Bond,  in  fpme 
rcfpefts  more  derogatory  to  Chrift's  prerogative  and  the 
gofpel's  liberty  than  the  former  \    and  from   that  time 
fuch  as  had  not  the  benefit  of  the  indulgence,  in  homo« 
logation  of  that  impofition,  did  confine  their  preaching 
within  doors  or  near  houfes,  that  that  fhadow  of  obe* 
dience  might  be  a  fconce  for  their  protection ,     Then  did 
cur  perplexities  begin  that  did  much  aftonifh  us,  and 
brought  us  to  our  wits  end  s    Yet  did  not  our  hunger 
after  the  ordinances  abate,  but  we  adhered  to  the  few 
minifters  we  had  that  would  concur  and  venture  in  the 
work  of  the  gofpel,     And  when  Mr.  Richard  Cameron 
ufed  all  diligence  and  patience  in  inviting  and  inciting 
others  of  his  brethren  then  lurking,  -to  a  concurrence, 
he  could  not  obtain  it ;  yet  with  the  concurrence  he  had 
and  our  adherence,  he  went  on  with  the  teftimony  both 
againft  enemies  ufurpations  and  the  fhameful  and  finfiil 
yieldings  of  his  brethren  thereunto.     And  accordingly, 
confidering  the  wickednefs,  ufurpations  and  tyranny  of 
the  late  tyrant,  then  raging  as  a  roaring  lion  aiid  ranging 
bear  over  the  poor  people,  impofmg  upon  their  confci-' 
ences,  robbing,  fpoiling  and  pillaging  their  pofTeffions, 
hunting  and  cruelly  handling,  imprifoning,  torturing, 
butchering  and  murdering  their  bodies  for  coufcience  of 
duty  \  affronting  and  defying  the  Moft  High  GOD, 
in  heaven-daring  wickednefs,  inverting,  perverting  and 
diverting  the  ordinance  of  magiftracy  ;  and  deflroying 
all  laws  and  liberties,  all fecurities  of  mankind,  and  over-" 
turning  the  whole  work  of  reformation,  breaking  and 
burning  the  covenant  with  God  and  compaft  with  the 
People,  and  arrogating  to  hiipfelf  a  blafphemous  fupre* 
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macy  over  the  church  of  Chrift  :  he  did,  with  the  con-  . 
currence  and  adherence  aforefaid,  publifli  a  Declaration 
at  Sanquhar^  June  22d,  1680.  difownlng  and  difclaim-* 
ing  the  tyrant ;   and  in  fome  expefiation  of  a  further 
capacity,  did  declare  a  war  againft  him,  and  all  that 
took  his  part^     But,  inftead  of  that  obliged  concurrence 
which  minif^ers  ought  to  have  given  to  this  teftimony  fo 
ftated,  this  aftion  and  the  owners  thereof  were  general-  • 
iy  condemned  by  them :   and  being  (o  deferred  and  a- 
bandoned  of  them,  in  the  holy  providence  of  God,  we 
loft  that  worthy  ftandard-bearer,  and  many  other  wor-» 
thies,  at  Air^s-mofs  ;  where  many  died  valiantly  fighting 
for  that  teftimony,  others  were  taken  and  barbaroufly 
(mtchered,   hanged,   and  quartered,    fealing  the  fame 
with  herpic  courage,  and  the  countenance  of  the  Lord 
fignally  fliining  upon  them,  who  yet,  by  tlie  oppofers  of 
pur  teftimony,  tho-  profefled  friends  to  the  caufe,  were 
condemned  as  dying  fooliffaly,  upon  infufficient  grounds* 
Then  had  we  none  to  concur  with  us  but  worthy  Mr. 
Donald  Cargill,  of  whom  the  land  and  we  were  not  wor- 
thy i  s\ni  therefore  fhortly  after  this,  the  Lord  depriv- 
ed us  of  hin^  likewife,  and  gave  him  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyrdom, in  owning  the  f^me  teftimony.     That  was  a  day 
p£  our  perplexity  and  treating  down  in  our  valley  of  vi- 
fion.     Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  precious,  and 
there  was  no  open  viilon  ;  the  ftandard  was  fallen,  and 
there  was  none  to  take  it  up,  of  all  the  miniftcrs  that 
were  then  in  the  land  ;    tho'  they  had  many  reiterated 
calk  from  feveral  comers,  yet  none  would  come  forth  tQ 
preach  publicly,  but  fitting  and  flighting  or  /hifting  our 
calls,  did  either  lurk  in  the  land,  or  went  abroad  and  dc- 
ferted  their  work.     Whence,  being  left  in  that  dark- 
ncfs,  many  went  aftray  to  the  right  and  left  hand.     On 
the  one  hand,  Jfobn  Gib  and  his  accomplices  difcovcred 
their  wild  extravagances,  to  the  reproach  of  the  way  of 
God.     On  the  other  hand,  many  deferted  our  teftimo- 
ny, and  made  defeftion  unto  the  time's  c6mplianccsi 
and  generally  all  were  jumbled  into  fuch  confufions,  that 
fcarcely  could  one  underftand  the  language  of  another, ' 
or  know  who  concurred  in  the  teftimony  :  But  in  that 
extreoiity^  the  Lord  made  fome  inftrumental  to  gather 
«6  together  in  a  General  Correl^ondence ;   where  this 
lOethod  was  fallen  upon,  which  we  have  hitherto  kept 
up,  of  meeting  together  from  all  the  focieties  of  our  ein- 
bcK^cd  commumty,  to  underftand  one  another's .  miudk' 
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about  the  duties  or  fins  of  the  times^  .and  to  aicountt 
one  pother,  and  to  do  all  things  jointlj,  by  mutual  aX 
ylce  and  common  confent,  in  profecution  of  the  com* 
non  teftimony,  which  we  call  our  General  Meetings 
whkh  proved  in  fome  meafurt  encouraging  to  us.    For 
mrunediatelyi  upon  the  firft  commencement  hereofi  tho* 
when  we  were  few  in  number  and  dcftitute  of  pallonj 
another  declaration  was  publifhed  at  Laneriy  jfanuarj 
;i2th,  1682.  confirming  the  former  and  further  tefti* 
fjlng  agaittft  the  reception  of  the  duke  of  JTork,  and  ad- 
mitting him  to  prefide  in  parliament^  and  againil  die 
teft,  ijfc.  which  declaration  did  fet  us  more  alone,  aud 
made  us  more  the  butt  of  enemies  malice,  and  of  our 
brethren*s  contempt  than  any  thing  formerly  ;  for  from 
thenceforth,  many  did  more  declaredly  oppofe  os,  and 
informed  againft  us  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  laying 
heavy  things,  which  we  knew  not,  to  our  charge,  withr 
out  either  trying  the  truth  pf  them^  or  taking  pains  to 
suimonifh  us  of  them^ 

Wherefore,  in  the  next  General  Meeting,  yre  feBto 
^deliberate  how  our  cafe  wght  be  reprefented,  and  oof 
caufe  vindicated  to  ftrangers  ;  and  we  refolved  to  fen4 
ibme  abroad  to  make  it  known  that  we  adhered  to  aU 
the  principles  of  the  true  Prefbyterian  church  of  Scot* 
land,  in  its  doflxihe,  worfhip,  difcipline  and  goyenu 
ment ;  after  which  by  fpeciaf  providence,  a  door  being 
opened  for  the  inftruftion  of  fome  ftudeuts  at  a  college 
in  the  Netherlands^  we  fent  fome  young  men  thither  to 
iludy  5  and  in  procefs  of  time  received  back  Mr,  James 
Renwick  an  ordained  minifter,  who  hath  hitherto  h» 
boured  among  us  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  not  without 
a  feal  of  his  miniftry  through  the  Lord^s  blefling  ;  how 
ever  it  be  oppofed  and  defpifed  of  men.  After  which^ 
the  fury  and  violence  of  enemies  were  let  loofc  upon  us^ 
as  well  as  the  fcourge  of  tongues,  to  the  effufion  of  much 
of  the  precious  blood  of  our  brethren,  and  the  bondage 
and  baniflimcnt  of  others  ;  and  wicked  a£ls  were  given 
cut  for  all  to  apprehend  us  wherever  we  could  be  found, 
and  to  raife  the  hue  and  cry  after  us,  inhibiting  all  to  re* 
fet  or  corref^wnd  any  manner  of  way  with  us,  under  th? 
fevered  penalties,  which  brought  us  to  great  ftraits,  and 
even  to  defperate  extremity,  without  any  probable  hope 
of  relief,  by  reafon  of  the  enemy's  vigilancy,  the  coun- 
try's readinefs  to  obey,  (being  already  much  wailed  with 
Pppreffion,   and  fearing  greater  devaftations)  and  the 
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wicked  malice  of  many  intelligencers  and  infornacn;, 
whence  we  were  necelHtated  to  put  forth  another  declara- 
tion, affixed  on  feveral  market  crofles  and  church  doors, 
N&vember —  1684.  confirniing  and  explaining  the  for- 
nier«  and  vindicating  us  and  our  teftimony  from  fome  o« 
dious  sLfperfions,  to  the  intent  to  deter  and  fear  the 
country  from  giving  intelligence  of  us  :  which,  though 
it  did  fcrew  up  bur  trial  to  a  greater  height  than  ever, 
(the  enemies  bloody  cut-throats  having  a  commiiHon  t» 
murder  us  wherever  they  ff^et  with  us)  and  though  it 
proved  a  fnare  to  many,  while  an  oath  abjuring  the  iame 
was  generally  preffed  thro'  the  coimtry,  in  very  fmoptht 
and  fiibtile  terms,  which  cozened  nfiany  ^  yet  it  deter-r 
cd  many  from  their  former  diligence  in  informing  agalnft 
us,  and  alfo  drew  out  fome  to  join  with  us,  even  {onost 
who  had  taken  that  oath  (>f  abjuration,  when  they  had 
diicotHjrcd  the  guih  of  it  in  their  wounded  confciences. 
However,  we  cannot  recount  the  number  of  our  dear 
fcrcthren  that  we  ioft  in  thiis  deluge  of  blood  that  was 
§iktdi  at -this  time  by  foldiers,  aifid  fome  gentlemen,  duA 
taade  it  their  work  to  kill  us  wherever  we  could  he  foond^ 
Witliout  cithier  trial  or  fentence,  or  time  to  prepare  fiw 
death,  or  refpeft  to  age  or  fex  5  even  women,  fome  of  a 
Tcry  young,  fome  of  an  old  age  beitog  drowned  in  thdr 
fury.  But  in  the  mean  time  in  the  height  of  this  rage, 
fhc  Lord  did  remove  the  tyrant  Charles  II.  which  did 
put  fome  flop  to  it. 

Thereafter,  when  his  brother  James  duke  of  Toti 
was  proclaimed,  and  a  parliament  convocated  for  cfta- 
hli/hing  him  in  his  ufurpation,  we  refolved  upon  a  tefti- 
toony  againft  the  fan?e  ;  and  fo  emitted  another  declara- 
tion at  Sanquhar f  May  iSth^  1685,  not  only  protclling 
againd  the  forefaid  ufurpation,  contrary  to  our  covenant- 
ed reformation  and  laws  oi  the  country  s  but  giving  our 
teftihiony  againft  all  kinds  of  piipiftry  in  generad  and  par- 
ticular heads,  as  is  cxpreft  in  our  National  Covenants. 
This  was  done  in  the  mean  time  of  the  eaii  of  Argyie^r 
expe^-lition,  with  which  we  were  much  preffed  to  concur^ 
and  many  embodied  with  us  were  drawn  away  with  the 
importunity  of  iome  minifter*  and  others  of  that  aflbcia- 
tion  ;  yet  we  could  not  join  with  them,  nor  efpoufe  their 
declaration  as  the  ftate  of  their  quarrel,  becaufe  it  was 
not  concerted,  according  to  the  ancient  plea  of  the  Scot-^ 
tifb  Covenanters,  againft  both  right  aYid  left  hand  oppo- 
fites  in  defence  of  our  reformation^  latprdly  ^ccox4\va^ 
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to  our  Covenants,  National  and  Solemn  League ;  be* 
caufe  no  mention  is  made  of  our  covenants,  nor  of  Pret 
bytcrian  government,  which  was  of  purpofe  left  the  Sec- 
tarians fhould  be  irritated ;  becaufe  it  opened  a  door  for ' 
a  confederacy  with  Sectarians  and  malignants,  of  which  ■ 
malignants  they  had  fome  among  them  guilty  of  flied* 
ding  our  blood  at  Att^s^mofs^ 

After  the  defeat  of  this  expedition,  in  anfwer  to  the 
defire  of  fome  minifters,  who  came  over  with  Argjlt^ 
we  had  a  conference  with  them,  July,  22d,  1685.  m 
which,  inftead  of  allaying  differences,  the  propofals  that 
wei^j^  made  for  union  did  heighten  our  breaches,  both 
with  them  and  among  ourfelves,  as  did  appear  by  the 
confequents}  herein  though  they  offered  accomodations, . 
yet  in  conference  to  bring  it  about,  they  mentioned  and 
did  not  difown  that  which  bred  alienation,  wz.  a  previ- 
ous information  they  had  fent  to  ftrangers,  accufing  us 
of  heavy  things,  that  wc  had  not  only  caft  off  all  magi- 
ftrates  in  Scotland,,  but  had  conftituted  among  ourfelves - 
all  kinds  of  magiftrates,  and  were  for  cutting  off  all  as 
open  enemies,  who  did  not  acknowledge  our  imaginary 
government ;  that  oiu:  focieties  were  only  an  erroneous 
&£Uon,  and  have  no  powerof  calling  jiaftors,  C5V.  which 
information,  lb  full  of  calumnies,  though  they  did  ex- 
tenuate, alledging  that  the  copy  of  it  which  we  produced 
was  forged,  yet  they  confeffed  fome  fuch  information 
was  written,  and  went  on  to  profecute,  in  effeft,  the 
fame  crimination  ;  and  faid,  they  excerpted  all  out  of 
our  public  papers  :  and  further  challenged  us,  for  falfe- 
ly  accufing  them  in  our  proteftatioh  againft  the  Scottifi 
congregation  at  Rotterdam  ;  where  they  with  others  were 
promifcuoufly  charged  with  fundry  things  hi   cumub, 
which  they  were  not  guilty  of.     We  confefled  it  vras  an 
overfight  conjointly  to  accumulate  thefe  charges  without 
diflindUon ;  but  taking  them  feparately,  we  offered  to 
make  out  every  thing  there  charged  upon  the  names  in- 
fcrted.     And  further,  in  inveighing  againft  Mr.  ReH" 
toick*!  ordination,  they  accufed  the  .church  of  Holland 
of  Eraftianifm,  and  many  other  corruptions:  To  Which 
he  only  replied,  that  he  had^eceived  his^ordination  from 
the  Prefbytery  of  Groningen,  and  they  being  foreigners, 
and  not  chargeable  either  with  our  defeftions,  or  any  de- 
clining from  the  teftimony  of  their  own  church,  but  ad- 
vancing,   and  groaning  under  fome  corruptions  from 
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Ich  they  were  never  reformed,  would  come  under  an- 
icrconlideration  thanminifters  of  our  own  church  de- 
ding  a  cOurfe  of  dcfedlion  ;  howbeit,  as  he  protefted 
the  fece  of  the  PrcfDytery,  when  he  received  ordina-; 
1,  againft  all  things  he  knew  among  them  diflbnant 
the  work  of  reformation  of  tlie  church  of  Scotland  \ 
ac  told  his  purpofe  to  inform  that  venerable  Prefbyteiy 
w  they  were  reprefented  in  Scotland  5  and  if  they 
lid  not  clear  themfelves,  at  leaft,  of  fome  of  the  grof- 
t  of  thcfe  things,  he  would  be  willing  to  acknowledge 
bre  fuch  as  were  competent,  that  he  had  offended  in 
ddling  with  them. 

rhe  accommodation  which  they  offered,  was  upon 
ais,  which  we  thought  deftru£live  to  our  teftimony, 
ay  afide  iill  debates,  and  let  by-gone$  pafs,  and  go  on, 
the  public  work  \  which  we  did  not  think  was  the 
^  to  heal  our  fore  :  But  wc  offered  if  differences  and 
:qptions  could  be  removed  in  a  right  and  honeft  way, 
would  bemoft  willing  to  join  with  them  ;  which  ex- 
ftions  were  given  in,  in  thefe  particulars  following, 
.  Their  leaving  the  country  and  deferting  the  public 
rk,  when  it  was  fo  neceffary  to  concur  in  the  teftimo- 
» but  condemning  it  in  Sanquhar  and  Lanerk  Declara- 
Qs>  even  as  to  the  matter  of  them;  and  not  condemn- 
;  die  paying  of  the  locality  impofed  for  maintaining 
iiers  againlt  the  work  and  people  of  God ;  their  coun- 
lancing  the  compilers  of  the  time,  while  in  the  land, 
i  when  abroad;  joining  with  the  Scotti/h  congregati- 
at  Rotterdam  J  and  hearing  the  indulged  preach  there  ; 
a,  informing  againft  us,  and  afperfing  us  with  flan- 
's', fuch  as  thefe  in  the  forementioned  information  ; 
1  then,  concurring  with  the  earl  of  Argyle's  affocia- 
Q,  againft  which  we  had  fo  many  things  to  obje^,  as 
)vc  hinted.  Which  exceptions  (though  among  the 
ft  wc  have  againft  many  other  minifters,  with  whom 
have  no  clearnefs  to  join  in  our  now  circumftances, 
:)  we  thought  fuiEcient  to  demur  upon ;  when,  after 
nj  fruitlefs  janglings,  we  could  receive  no  fatisfaftion 
lut  them,  nor  a  public  teftimony  fatisfyingly  ftated, 
icrein  we  might  both  agree  and  concur  ;  fo  the  con- 
ence  broke  up.  And  thereafter  we  were  more  unten- 
rly  dealt  with  by  them  ;  and  alfo  deferted  by  many  . 
ibodied  with  us  in  fdlowfhip,  who  from  that  time 
c  off  coming  to  our  General  Meetings,  and  to  take  fe- 
ratc  ways,  without  reipeft  to  our  fonner  confent^  ^- 
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greements  \  and  alfo  did  liear^  receive,  and  fpfead  ^ 
broad  fume  falfe  reports  given  forth  againft  us,  withoni 
premoniihing  us  about  the  fame  ^  and  drew  many  off 
from  our  focietics  by  fuch  means.  With  fome  <rf  wHdi 
Tire  had  a  conference,  January  28th,  i686«  wh&  (aud 
they  bad  a  verbal  commifiion  from  fome  fodetiesin  Car- 
rick^  isfc.  the  effeft  whereof  (whatever  v»ra»  the  intent 
of  their  coming)  tended  to  a  further  breach,  though  ive 
were  not  confcious  to  ourfelves  of  any  uiitender  dealing 
with  them-  For  firft,  we  did  endeavour  to  remove  att 
fuppofcd  grounds  upon  wluch  they  might  ftumbie  into 
alienation  from  us,  by  clearing  our  minds  about  all  thefe 
things  the  minifters  laid  to  our  charge :  then  fcreral 
queitions  of  weight  about  our  prefcnt  iliderences  were 
propounded  to  the  meeting,  about  a  letter  of  lurcnfadon 
fpread  againft  us,  which  they  did  not  pofitively  difclaim; 
and  about  Argyl^s  declaration,  which  they  would  own 
or  difown,  accordingly  as  it  was  diverfely  mterpretecl; 
about  the  exceptions  given  in  againft  the miniilers,  which 
theyalledged  were  not  valid  \  and.  finally,  we  aiked  the 
forefaid  perfons,  whether  or  not  they  were  clear  to  join 
with  us  in  general  and  particular  fellowfhips,  now  when 
"  they  had  heard  us  fpeak  our  minds  fo  freely  ?  this  they 
refufed  to  anfwer, .  putting  the  queftion  back^  WhetBer 
or  not  we  would  join  with  them  ?  .  and  generally  in  all 
tliefe  c[ueftlons  they  declined  freedom  and  plarzmefs,  and 
feemed  averfe  from  fdtisfying  us,  and  to  be  rather  for 
contending,  than  a  free  communing  for  union. ^  chiefly 
they  ftickled  about  a  general  conclufion  previoiiily  agreed 
to  and  refolved  upon  among  us.  That  nothing  relative 
to  the  public,  and  concerning  the  whole  of  us,  fhoold 
be  done  without  the  confent,  or  at  leaft  the  knowlcdgi^ 
of  the  whole  \  which  conclufion,  though  formerly  they 
agreed  to,  yet  now  they  called  an  impofttlon  i  alleJging 
that  hereby  they  might  not  hear  a  faithful  minifter  whea 
occafion  offered  ;  though  we  told  them,  we  did  not  take 
that  conclufion  in  an  abfolute  fenflb,  as  a  rcftr:6kion  (im- 
ply neeeflSuy,  for  all  times,,  all  places,,  all  perfons,.  thim-s 
and  cafes ;.  and  in  neceffary  duties,  if  the  reft  Ihall  fin- 
fully  deny  their  concurrence,  they  proponing  it,  may 
lawfully  without  breach  of  the  conclulion,-  do  it  for  them- 
fclves  \  but  in  points  doubtful  and  controverted,  it  i* 
neceflary  for  advifing  and  deliberating,  as  a  hedge  againft 
precipitancy  and  raHmefs,  ufefiil  for  prefcrvation  of  uni- 
on^ excluding,  confufiotij.  curbing  petulant  ipirits,  aiid 
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-light  raan^em^nc  of  f^Sairs,  In  fin^^  for  the 
t  this  .conference,  ^hen  we  were  yrge^  as  above, 
_  r  wc  vouM  joia  with'  them  ^s- forinerly,  by  way 
X^bor&>nW  our  proppfals  o/the'&ne  to  them  2  w^ 
jjFt^ohy  we  could  not  anrwer  hi  ni^  qf  our  focieiie% 
inpgyio  direl^on  from  them  for  that  eSeiEl ;  ^.d  that 
:'j6ur  liwn  parts,  we  wuMnotreftJe  ?^ccidental.or  oc» 
31(21^  communion  witfii  them  as  brethren  and  Chriftir 
iLi^'TOtih  tlie  prefent  circumftaricesV  we  €0ul4  not  be 
sir  to  concur  with'  them  as  forincrly,  in  carrying  on 
e  poUic  work  hannonlpujny ,  and  h^biiu^Uy,  until  os^ 
oeptions  were  removed ;  whi^h  wete;  th^ir  hrc^J^ng 
It  cpnduiiou  of  brotb€rhoQ4  formcriy  condefcended 
m  their  calling  miniA«rs  ag^nff'whpm^  we  had  ed- 
itions unrembved,  without  accpisMming  us  therewith  $ 
their  drawing  together  ip  arms  without  our  knowv 
mt^  and  oontraiy  to  what  was  concluded  by  tbemfclves 
^'pur  and  their  friends :  their  refiding  wUh  other 
Hfons  ta  points  of  difagree^aient  agaiiiftus.  ' 
Whereupon,  they  biroke  away  ,abruptly  5  flmd  their 
tiage  fiiice  hath  been  very  dilengagmg,  and  difcover- 
^  great  deal  of  alietjatlon  from  us,  by  their  labouring 
ptfy  ways  to  rcprefent  us  unto  the  worid  to  make  us  6- 
iqSy  in  their  informations  given  in  to  minivers  aga\nft 
,  md  by  their  protefting  ag'ainft  and  hindering  Mr, 
mu.  Renwick  to  enter  their  borders,  yfea,  refufing  to 
ooisninicate  with  him  fo  much  as  in  fhmily-^orlhip, 
icit  It  was  fometime  far  otherwife,  when  they  agreed 
th  us  in  their  teftimony  againft  Paplfts,  m^ignants, 
{^ies,  and  backlliders.  But  now  we  muff  bear  ma^ 
bhloquies  from  them  and  others,  waiting  in  depend* 
zc  on  the  Lord*s  vindication,  who  will  bring  fortn  otir 
jkteoufneis,  or  rather  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  own 
&  by  us  maintained,  as  the  light,  and  our  judgment 
the  noon^-day ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  carry  ourfelvcs 
Iradly,  and  let  them  be  faying,  we  muft  always  be 
Qing  at  doing. 

Now,  dear  Brethren,  we  have  thus,  far,  with  all  un- 
^ned  freedom,  unboweled  before  you  the  naked  ac- 
int  of  our  contendings,  in  fhort*  hints,  without  all 
rvorication,  or  taking  advantage  of  your  unacquaintr 
:icfs  to  reprefent  our  caufe  better  than  it  is.  We  fhafl 
w'  Ihut  up  our  letter  with  a  brief  declaration  of  Qur 
^niony  which  we  nowftand  and  fijffcr  for,  and  of  the 
ificiplcs  that  we  own  and  difown^  , 


Wc  do  tHcreforc  tcftify  ov^*Koldifiig  and  adhering  i 
Jj^e  written  word  of  Ck)d^  a&  the  on\f,  rul&  of  faith  ad ' 
maimers,  and  all  the  receivedrp rindplc^  of  this  n^formw' 
churchi  founded  thereupoiiy  and  conTon^nt  thereunto; 
»5,    our  Confbflloa  of  .faith^    Cateqhifnis  L:irger  anl 
Short6r,  Covenants  iN^tional  and  Solemn  League,  Ac# 
]tnowiedmientpf  tSiinS)  and  Engagement  to  Duties,  lim 
Cmk$  ot  Qod's  Wrath,  (jf^J  We  adhere  tmto  the  doc- 
trine,  worfliip,  difcipHne  and  governmcait:  of  this  re&f^ 
xned  church,,  as  we  are  covenanted  to  maintain  j  and  to 
all  the  a£bi  and  proceedings  of  our  genei^  a^emhlu^  fof 
pjomoving  the  reformation,  ' 

We  own  and. adhere  unto  all  the  Mthfui  teltl^AoiuQi 
of  th^  church,  or  of  any  of  its  faithful' mcmhcrs  or  of*  ' 
ficers,  former,  old  orlat^,  particular  ormorc  ^cnml; 
againft  the  public  refolutxons,  CromwePs  ufurpaUoo>  aiid , 
tfieration  of  fefts  and  herefies  m  his  tim^,  before  the  Op 
vertuming,  and  fince  j  againft  Prelacy,  lupremacf,  iV 
the.  compliances  and  defedtions  qf  minifters  and  p^otft  ^ 
fors  J  particularly,  we  own  the  Ruthergkn^  &mqi^^{ 
and  Lunerk  Declarations,  and  the  late  Apologeti^  Oo^ ' 
claration  againft  intelligencers  and  informers; 

We  own  all  the  duties  profefl!cd  and  proferuted  hf 
the  faithful,  for  the  promoval  and  defence  of  thde  trf^ 
timonies;  as,  preaching  in  the  fields,  and  dtrfendrngthc  J 
fame  by  arms,  and  appearmg  in  a  declared  war  againft 
the  public  enemies  of' this  kirk  and  king4om,  at  Pent" 
landy  Drumelogy  Bothwelj  and  Air^s-tnofs  :  and  allfu& 
fering  upon  the  account  of  thefe,  or  any  part  of  nonr 
conformity,  with  the  Qod-proyoking  cpurfes  oi  the 
time. 

We  difown  and  obteft  whatfoever,  in  doftrine,  wop^ 
fhip,  difciplin$  and  govemment,  is  againft,  beyond,  or 
befide  the  written  word  of  God  ;  all  damnable  herdy, 
as,  Quakerifm,  Popery,  Libertinilin,  Antinonuanifm, 
Arminianifm,  Socinianifm,  and  all  other  under  what* 
foevcr  defignation ;  together  with  the  wild  extravagant 
ces  of  John  Gib  :  as  alfo^  Tail  kinds  of  idolatry,  fa|[)CT(ti» 
tion  arid  profanenefs ;  iSieSs  Upon  the  right  hand,  as, 
Ahabaptifm,  Independence,  JVtillenarianifm,.  and  all  o^ 
ther  fWb  and  fchifms,  and  devifivQ  courfcs :  and  on  the 
left  hand,  we  difown  and  deteft  Pr'jlacy  and  £raflianifiil^» 
and  whatfbever  elfe  is  contrary  to  found  doftrine  and  the 
power  of  godlineft ;  and  all  countenancing  of  or  comjJy- 
m^  with  Prelacy,  fu^rc^aacy,  or  tyranny,  oi^  «iy  vfiop- 
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pation  upon  church  or  ftate  made  by  this  malignant  e* 
nemjr ;  all  hearing  of  curates  or  indulged,  or  jpaying  ei- 
ther of  them  ftipends  enafted  by  iniquitous  laws  fetting 
them  up ;  all  anfwering  to  the  courts  of  perfecutors," 
taking  any  of  their  oaths,  as  the  Declaration,  Teft,  the 
oath  of  Abjuration,  or  any  other  oaths  or  fupremacy 
or  allegiance  ;  fubfcribing  any  of  their  bonds,  as  the 
Bond  of  Peace,  Bond  of  Regulation,  the  Bond  of  Com- 
pearance, or  any  other  of  that  nature  j  paying  any  of 
(heir  wicked  impofitions,  as  Mijitia-money,  Cefs,  Lo- 
cality, or  Fmes,  or  any  thing  that  may  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  fuch  evil  doers.  As  alfo,  we  difcountenance 
all  the  fteps  of  defedlion,  declining  h-om,  or  contradic- 
tory to  our  fore-mentioned  teftimony  \  and  difown  all, 
aflbciatipn  and  confederacies  with  malignants  or  fee'-? 
taries. 

But  more  particularly,  beeaufe  our  principles  are  moft: 
fti(pe£led  upon  the  ordinances  of  magiftracy  and  mini-» 
ftry,  therefore  we  fhall  plainly  unbolbm  our  hearts  a*- 
bout  thefe  alfo, 

We  profefs  then  concerning  magiftracy,  Tliat  as  it  \% 
not  founded  fubjeftively  upon  grace,  fo  it  is  a  holy  di-  , 
vine  hiftitution  for  the  good  of  human  fociety,  the  en^ 
couragcment  of  virtue  and  curbing  of  vice,  competent 
unto,  and  honourable  among  both  Chrifiii&ns  and  Hea- 
thens. And  for  fuch  m?.giftrates  as  being  rightful  and 
lawfully  conftilut^d  pver  us.  dp  aft  as  the  niinifters  of 
God,  in  a  due  line  of  fuboraination  to  God,  in  the  de- 
fence of  our  covenanted  reformation  and  the  fubjects  li- 
berties, we  will  own,  embrace,  obey  and  defend  them 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power. 

In  church-matters,  we  allow  tlie  magiilrate  a  power 
over  the  outward  things  of  the  church,  but  not  over  the 
inward  things,  as  doftrine,  worfhip,  difcipline  and  go- 
vernment.— We  allow  him  the  cuftody  of  both  the  ta^ 
blcs  of  the  law,  and  a  power  to  punifti  corporally  all  of- 
fenders (even  church-officers)  againft  the  fame  •,  not  un- 
der the  confideration  of  a  fcandal,  but  of  a  crime. — -We 
allow  him  a  power  of  ordering  the  well-being  of  the 
church  \  and  in  fomc  cafes  of  convocating  Synods,  pya 
re  nata^  beiides  their  ordinary  meetings,  and  being  pr<j- 
fent  there,  but  not  to  prefide  in  their  debates  ;  and  of 
adding  their  civil  fan^tion  to  fynodical  refults,  but  no 
power  to  reftrain  them  in  the  pov/er  Chrift  hath  given 
tlthn. — ^W«allov  feixn  a  ?umul?,tiYe  powcrto  a.ilift.jftie.w^"* 
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then  and  ratitjjr  wh^t  churcli-<>ffipp:'^  4^9  b^  virtue  q{ 
thdr  office  \  but  not  a  privative  power  to  dei6ra£t!9i; 
rnpf  firom  the  church's  anthoritj.— ^W^  allow  him  aia 
imperatlye  pqwer  to  com.mand  churchu-pffico^  to  do 
dieir  duty,  but  not  aa^Ie£Hve  ppwer,  either  to  do  tim- 
IHf  what  is  incumbent  on  church-officers,  or  to  depute 
ethers  to  do  in  his  name,  or  bj  any  miniilcrial'  power 
itrcchrcd  from  him. 

Finally^  Wc  grant  this  to  be  the  full  extent  of  th^ 
mag^ftrate's  fupremacy  in  church-affairs,  itb  order  What^ 
ever  i$  comnaandcd  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  that  it  may 
be  dlligCTtly  done  for  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Heaven  5 
and  what  further  he  may  ufurp,  we  difown  and  deteft. 

But  in  things  civil,  though  we  dp  not  fay  that  every 
tyr^mnical  aft  makes  a  tyrant,  yet  wc  hold,  that  habU 
toal,  obftinate  and  declared  oppofition  to,  and  overtur- 
ning of  religion,  laws  and  liberties,  and  making  void  ali 
coutracls  with  the  fubjefts,  intercepting  and  interdifting 
all  redrefs  by  fupplications  or  ptherwife,  doth  fufficjent* 
I7  invalidate  his  right  and  relation  of  magiftracy,  an4 
warrant  fubjefts,  efpecially  in  covenanted  lands,  to  re# 
volt  from  under,  and  difown  allegiance  to  fuch  a  power  j 
yet  they  may  not  lawfully  arrogate  to  themfelves  diat 
authority  which  the  tyrant  hath  forfeited,  or  aA  judlt 
cially  cither  in  civil  or  criminal  courts  :  only  they  may 
tfo  that  which  is  ji^ccfiary  for  fepuring  tliemfdves,  liber-t 
ty  and  religiop, 

But  for  the  late  t3rrant,  as  we  did  difown  and  do  de» 
teft  the  memory  of  his  firft  erection  and  unhappy  rcftot 
^ition,  after,  by  many  evidences,  he  was  known  to  be 
an  enemy  to  God  and  the  country  ;  of  his  neftriouj 
ivickednefs  in  ejeiSling  the  rainifters  of  Chrift  from  their 
charges,  and  introducing  objured  Prelacy  •,  his  atrociom 
arrogance  in  refcinding  all  a£ls  for  the  work  of  refortna-* 
tion  ;  his  unparalelled  perfidy  and  perjury  in  breaking, 
making  void  and  burning  the  Covenants  \  his  heaven-^ 
faring  ufurpation  in  arrogating  to  himfelf  that  bUfphci 
mous  fupremacy  ;  his  audacious  and  treacherous  exert- 
ing of  that  ufurped  power  in  giving  indulgences  toont- 
cA  minifters  to  divide  and  dellroy  the  church  ;  his  ty^ 
?^nny  oyer  the  confciences  of  poor  people,  prclfing  th^na 
to  conformity  with  the  time's  abominations,  and  impoi- 
ing  upon  them  confcience-debauching  oaths  :  Iiis  tyraiH 
ny  over  the  whole  land,  in  levying  militia  and  other  for- 
ces for  carrying  on  his  wicked  deiigns  of  advancing  him-. 
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arbitrarisui  abfolutenefs^  and  imping;  wicked 
nsforth^ir  mairiteha'nce,  prbfcfledly  required  for 
TeBmg  religion  and  libei1:]r ;  His  cruelty  oter  tkc 
ti  of  Chriftiaris,  in  '^hailing  and  killing  upon  the 
s  msLJiy  without  fdntehce,  and  bloody  butcixering^ 
phgf  heading,  mangling,  diimetnbriiig  alive,  ^guaur* 
i^  lijpon  fcaffolds,  itnprifotiing^  bylng  in  irons,  tor- 
ig  by  boots,  thumbklnS,  fire-matclies,  cUttiugpie^ 
►ut  of  the  ears  of  others,  banifliiiig  and  felling  as 
s  old  and  yduAg  men  and  wotnen  in  great  numbers  % 
*eiling  many  others  in  their  elhite?^  forfeiting,  rob- 
,  fpoiling,  pillaging  their  goods,  caftmg  them  out 
tieir  habitations,  interdicting  any  to  refet  them  aji- 
he  jpain  of  being  treated  after  the  fariic  manner  :  So 
he  coxitirttied  aiid  habitual  trade  of  thefe  and  many 
r  a^s  oiF  tyranny,  we  did  difown,  and  do  yet  adhere 
ir  revolt  from  under  the  yoke  of  his  tyranny. 
nd  for  the  fame  reafons  we  dlfotm  the  ufurpatioii  of 
les  Duke  of  york,  fu<x?cedinjg  and  infixing  in  die 
:  fbotfteps  of  tyranny,  treachery  dhd  crnelty,  and 
iiring  to  bring  thefe  lands  in  fubjeition  igain  to  tiic 
J  of  Antkhrift,  being  a  prbfcfled  Papift,  and  there- 
by many  laws  of  ths  land  incapable  tif  bearing  any 
. And  here  we  ftand  as  to  the  point   of  magi- 

jriceming  the  miniftry,  we  own  the  lawfiilnefi  anft 
neceflity  of  that  ordinance,  againft  (fakers  and  aft 
ppofers  5  and  hold  it  our  duty  to  obey  and  cncon- 

all  faithful  paftors,  and  highly  to  honour  them  m 
for  their  work's  fake.  And  we  hold  it  unlawful  &r 
mail,  though  never  fo  weil  quaKfied^  to  take  upon 
the  work  of  the  miniftry  without  licence  And  ordir 
>n  by  the  laying  on  of  the  himds  of  the  Preibytery, 
ly  competent  number  of  thefe  to  whom  Chrift  hath 
utitted  the  power  of  the  keys.  And  We  hold,  that  the 
ir  of  church-government  and  difcipiine^  and  crery  ' 
of  the  minifterial  fun£iion  doles  not  appertain  to 
I,  Prelate,  magiftrate  nor  multitude  of  believers, 
mly  to  the  ofllcers  of  Chrift^s  appOintia(ait,  as  tbe 
:<ft  and  receptacle  of  all  fuch  pow^. 
""e  therefore  profeis  our  finc^re  refpeflt  unto,  and 
own  and  embrace  all  fuch  minifters  as  are  clothed 

Chrift*s  commiflion  in  his  orderly  and  appointed 
'f  all  fuch  as  are  clothed  with  righteoufnfefs  and  fai* 
n,  confirming  and  adorning  tbdr  doitrixi«t  b^  tbadr 
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practice  ;  all  fuch  as  are  founds  fpiritual  and  orthodoi 
in  their  do^ine,  holding  forth  the  word  of  life  in  inc^r- 
ruptnefs^  gravity,  fincerity,  fpiyid  fpeech  that  cannot 
be  condemned,  and  are  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
conimiflion,  crying  ahudj  and  notjparing^  Jbeiuing  JacA 
hisjins^  and  Ifrael  his  tranfgreffions  s  conflant  and  indftant 
ia  their  work,  in  feafon  and  fiut  of  feafon^  rfprovirlgy  n* 
iukingf  exhorting  with  alt  long-fuffering  and  patience^  mak-^ 
ing  full  proof  of  their  minilbry- — Yea  further,  we  will 
linthdraw  from  no  miniflers  upon  fuch  iniiiificient 
grounds  as  their  infirmities,  their  different  judgment  or 
pradice  in  things  that  are  either  indifferent  or  not  ma- 
terialy  or  not  contradiftory  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  ;  their  ignorance  of  the  flate  of  our 
teftimony,  having  no  occafion  to  be  informed  thereof, 
which  hadi  made  them  heretofore  ftand  back  firom  con- 
currence with  us  J  and  even  their  real  fcandals,  not  at- 
tended with  obfHnacy,  but  confeHed  and  forfaken^ 

But  we  judge  we  have  fufficient  ground  to  withdraw 
from  all  who  cannot  inftruck  their  being  clothed  witl) 
Chrifl^s  call,  in  his  orderly  way,  as  the  curates,  Istc. 
From  all  who  have  fubjefted  their  miniftry  to  the  dif- 
poial  of  ftrange  lords,  and  taken  a  new  holding  from, 
and  upon  a  new  architedlonic  and  ufurped  power  in  the 
cxercife  thereof,  by  accepting  a  new  grant,  licence  and 
warrant  from  the  ufurper  of  their  Matter's  crown  ;  as 
the  indulged,  l^c  :  From  all  fuch  who  pervert  and  cor- 
rupt their  miniftry,  by  maintaining  errors,  either  in  doc- 
trine, worfhip,  difcipline  or  government,  contrary  to 
the  Scriptures  and  our  Confeffions  and  principles  of  our 
covenanted  reformation  and  contradidlory  to  our  prcl'ent 
teftimony  founded  thereupon  and  agreeable  thereunto  \ 
From  all  minifters  guilty  of  grofs  compliances  with  the 
public  enemies  of  this  covenanted  and  reformed  cTiurch, 
who  have  broken  the  covenant,  deftroyed  the  reforma- 
tion, ufurped  the  prerogatives  of  Chrift,  and  are  ftilli 
and  by  all  means  feeking  the  extirpation  of  all  the  own- 
ers of  the  caufe  of  God  :  From  fuch  minifters  who  take 
the  defence. and  patrociny  of  thefe  courfe^,  and  palliate 
and  plaifter  them,  ftrengthening  ihe  hands  and  liardtn- 
ingthe  hearts  of  thefe  who  are  engaged  in  them,  fotlrac 
none  doth  turn  from  thefe  wicked  things  :  From  fnth 
minifters  as  are  unfaithful  in  the  exercife  of  the  miniiie- 
rial  function,  or  in  a  finooth,  general,  fiattenng  way, 
applying  or  rather   mlfapplyjpg  their  doctrine  to  th^ 

times : 
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times  :  From  fuch  as  are  finfully  filent,  in  deferting 
tbftir'duty  an^  lying  bye  from  the  public  work  of  preach- 
ing the  gofpel,  when  the  people's  urgent  neceffity  and 
prefling  call  doth  make  it  indifpenfible,  when  people  are 
ieftitute  of  all  public  warning,  in  the  times  when  fnares 
anc  mqft  abounding,  and  the  poor  flock  in  the  greateft 
hazard  to  be  turned  alide  :  From  fuch  as  are  fchifmatlcaL 
md  pragmatical  dividers  of  the  church  and  wideners  of 
the  breaches  thereof,  already  broken  and  divided,  fowing 
dlTcord  among  bretlu*en,  and  promoving  their  contenti- 
ons :  Finally,  from  all  fuch  as  are  fcandalous  and  difor- 
derly,  either  in  their  minifterial  or  perfonal  walk  :  From 
ill  niinifters  that  deferve  thefe  characters,  we  think  we 
lave  fufficient  grounds  faom  fcripture  and  acts  of  affcm- 
3lies,  to  withdraw  our  communion. 

And  therefore,  as  we  hold  ourf  jlves  bound  in  corifci- 
spce  and  duty,  with  all  due  refpedk  to  the  miniftry,  and 
love  to  their  perfons,  to  beai*  witnefs  and  teftify  againft 
the  defeftions  of  the  generality  of  the  minifters  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  fince  the  overturning  of  our  refor- 
rnation,  and  introduction  of  Prelacy ;  their  fainting,  and 
not  giving  a  teftimony  for  the  church's  liberties  againft'  its 
dcftroyers  at  their  firlt  introduction  •,  their  leaving  their 
chiirges  at  their  command ;  their  deficiency  in  not  giving  a 
teflimony  when  the  covenant  was  broken  and  burnt,  nor 
virhen  the  fupremacy  was  eftablipied ;  their  general  lying 
bye  from  their  work,  the  poor  people  thereby  wanting  war- 
ning J  fome  accepting  of  the  indulgence,  others  not  wit- 
nefling  againft  it,  but  pleading  for  it  as  no  defection,  or 
for  union  with  the  indulged  ;  their  meeting  in  Prefby- 
teries  for  the  rebuking  and  cenfuring  of  the  more  faitnfiil, 
who  did  witnefs  againft  that  fin  ;  their  laying  bonds 
on  fome  young  men  not  to  fpeak  of  it  j  their  pleading 
for  the  Tyrant's  intereft  at  Bothwel ;  their  accepting  of 
the  Cautionary  Bond,  to  obferve  his  orders  in  preaching 
after  Bothwel  ;  their  perfuading  to,  or  not  difluading 
from  taking  many  infiiaring  bonds  and  oaths  impofed  u- 
pon  prifoners  and  others  ;  their  leaving  the  work  of 
preaching  the  gofpel  in  the  fields  when  they  were  moft 
called  to  the  duty,  in  a  time  of  abounding  fnares  from 
the  right  and  left  hand,  and  reproaching  and  condemn- 
ing others  who  did  jeopard  and  lofe  their  lives  in  that 
work;  their  complying  with  the  enemies  in  bonding  .with 
their  courts,  (fome  to  that  length,  as  to  come  under  ob- 
ligations to  forbear  the  exercife  of  their  minift.t'^^  'axiA. 
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Iiearingof  theii*  curates  ;  their  joining  with  fachcon^ 
deracies  and  afibciations  that  did  open  a  door  for  the  in^ 
troduAion  of  malignants  and  fe^taries,  contrary  to  oar 
covenant-engagements ;  and  the  like  fteps  of  defe£tioii9 
which  we  delire  to  mourn  for.  So,  for  thefe  and  the 
like  defections  we  mufl  withdraw  from,  and  difcountG' 
nance  many  of  our  minifters,  whom  otherwife  we  k>ve 
and  honour^ 

And  feeing  in  thefe  times  of  diftcmpcring  confiifions, 
we  are  now  deprived  of  the  remedy  of  thefe  fettled  jucH- 
catories  whcreunto  tve  might  recur  in  the  cafe,  and  yef 
are  bound  in  our  capacities  to  witnefsagainft  thefe  defec- 
dons,  whereby  the  wrath  of  our  God  is  fo  mnch  kindled 
againft  the  land  5  therefore  we  judge  it  lawful,  rcafona^ 
ble  and  neceffary,  in  this  declining  acnd  difordered  ftatfe  of 
the  church,  <o  leave  that  part  of  the  church  which  hatk 
gone  aftray  into  foch  defections,,  whether  minifters  or 
profeflbrs,  as  to  a  joint  concurrence  in  carrying-  on  the 
public  work,  (and  let  them  return  to  us,,  but  we  nott* 
them)  and  to  adhere  to  the  other  part  of  the  church, 
minifters  and  profeflbrs,  though  fewer  and  weaker,  who 
are  ftanding  ftcdfaftly  to  the  defence  of  reforu^adon, 
witnefling  againft  the  declinings,  until  the  defections  of 
the  baclcfliding  party  beconfcffed  :jnd  forlakcn  \  where- 
in we  altogether  deny  we  can  be  charged  with  poiitive 
reparation  from  the  church  of  Scofland ;  yea,  nor  nega^ 
tive  feparation,  if  it  be  confidered  actively  :  We  only  ac- 
knowledge a  feparation,  pafiively  eoniidered,  in  our  be* 
ing  left  alone  in  the  time  of  our  greateft  ftraits,  and  for- 
feken  by  the  reft  ;  endeavouring,  the  mean  while,,  with 
many  failings  and  much  weakneft,  to  retain  and  maintaixT 
the  covenanted  work  of  reformation  in  all  its  parts,  as  v^ 
vt^as  attained  unto  in  our  beft  and  pnrrft  times  ;  and 
chuiing  ratlier  to  ftand  ftili  and  walk  alone,  thau  to  go 
along  with  others  in  declining  and  oftenfive  courl"e<:. 

Now,  having  alfo  given  you,  in  all  well-meaning  plain- 
nefs,  this  declaration  of  our  teftimony,  we  fhjrH  not 
trouble  you  further,  but  conclude  with  a  humble  de- 
fire,  That,^  as  ye  would  weigh  what  we  have  feid  m  the- 
balance  of  truth  and  charity,  fo  you  would  acquaint  us 
with  your  fentimcnts  of  the  fame,  and  deal  freely  in  ad- 
monifhing  us  wherein  you  think  we  err,  or  go  bcyouJ, 
or  come  fhort  of  our  duty.  Your  correfpondence  IhoulJ 
be  very  acceptable  and  comfortable  unto  us  :   So,  recom- 

mcndii); 


^ 
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^5Wffn4feg  you  to  the  grace  ^d  mercy  of  our  Lord  and 
EJaviour  Jefus  Chrift^  we  reft 

tour  (^eSionate  friendi  ai$i  k'ethren  w  the  Lord^ 

Swbftrribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  direftion,  by  the 
rlerV:  of  .our  General  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 

A  few  days  after  this  meeting,  there  vrere  fome  cau* 
tss  of  fafts  drawn  up,  which  were  thought  neceflaryta 
be  obferved  by  the  Societies,  wherewith  they  were  to  be 
acquainted  j  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  caule^ 
ii^llow. 

■  The  firft  was  the  14th  day  oi  Aprils  to  be  kept  a  day 
t€  failing,  hunjili^tion  and  prayer  unto  the  Lord  for 
theie  cauies. 

1 .  The  great  difhonour  done  to  God,  ^^nd  grofs  abo* 
inixiatioj[^s  xroiuained  in  the  late  proclamation  ;  fuch  as, 
( I .)  The  cafling  and  annulling  tbc  penal  laws  and  ftatutes 
made  againil  Papifts*  (2.)  The  introduction  and  toler<- 
ation  ot*  Popery,  and  free  liberty  granted  to  Quakerifm, 
(3.)  The  fnares  and  rcftj:i<^ions  offered  to  fuch  miniil:er$ 
3$  the  adverfaries  call  moderate  Prefbytcrra^is,  {4.)  The 
b)tafpheijiou3  encroachment  of  the  tyrant;  upon  the  prer 
rogativc  of  God,  in  njaking  and  rescinding  oaths  at  his 
pleafttre;  and  in  place  of  the  former,  now  fubbftitu  ting 
a  new  oath,  which  is  the  fink  of  all  their  abominations, 
wherein  he  proclaims  himfelf  abfolute  and  fovereign, 
(due  only  to  God,  and  to  no  mortal)  and  will  have  ac- 
>mQwledgment  a?  fuch,  and  men's  confciences  to  be  en- 
tirely furrendere$  to  his  luftful  rage, 

2.  The  danger  wherein  the  faithful  remnant  do  ftand 
through  the  wickednefe  of  the  enemy,  belching  out  cru- 
el threatenings  of  utter  deftruftion  to  all  who  will  a- 
^ouch,  own  or  countenance  the  faithful  and  free  preach- 
ing of  the  gofpel. 

3.  The  lothfome  hikewarmnefs  and  indifferency  of 
OUF  focieties  in  falling  flack  in  religious  duties,  in  not 
laying  &ut  themfelves  more  in  their  Itations  for  pro^ov- 
ing  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  in  forbearing  (many  of 
them)  to  carry  arms  at  our  folemn  meetings,  for  the  dfe- 
^Occ  of  the  gofpel^  their  brethren,  and  the\iv.fe\^^*   . . 
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It  was  alfo  appointed  that  the  12th  of  May  fhoiildbc 
kept  by  our  focieties  as  a  day  of  fafl^ng  and  prayer  to 
the  Lord,  for  the  caufes  following. 

1.  That  the  Lord  would  give  us  a  right  way  of  con- 
ftituting  and  fettling  elderlhips,  and  that  he  would  ac- 
company with  his  blejQing  and  power,  thefe  labourers 
whom  he  had  fent  forth  to  the  public  work,  that  their 
labours  might  be  in  mercy,  and  with  fuccefs. 

2.  That  he  would  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  vindica- 
tion, and  make  it  effeftual  for  gaining  its  end :  And  al- 
fo that  he  would  preferve  thefc  of  our  minifters  who  for 
the  time  were  neceffarily  called  out  of  the  land,  and  ro* 
ftore  them  unto  us,  fraughted  with  his  Spirit, 

In  the  year,  1687,  The  Cockatrice-egg  was  Jaidj 
which,  if  the  Lord  cruih  it  not,  threatens  the  produc- 
tion of  the  bafilifk  of  popery  itfelf  j  and  that  fleep-drink 
of  this  Antichriftian  intoxicating  toleration  was  then 
brewed  in  hell,  blinked  in  RomCy  and  propined  to  Scot- 
land, as  a  prefervative  for  the  cup  of  the  Whore*s  for- 
nications ;  which  did  more  bewitch  and  intoxicate  the 
bulk  and  body  of  the  Proteftants  and  Prefbyterians  of 
all  ranks  and  capacities,  into  a  ftupid  fubmiflion  to  An- 
tichrift's  encroachments ;  a  fecure  compliance  with  his 
defigns  to  introduce  popery  and  flavery ;  or  a  fenfelefs 
furceafe  from  all  oppofition  to,  or  teftimony  ag^nft 
them,  than  any  former  attempt  of  Babylon^s  policy,  or 
effort  of  her  power,  could  ever  efFeftuate  in  Scotland. 
When  a  toleration  is  offered,  accepted,  addreffed  for, 
and  peaceably  and  thankfully  improved,  according  to  or* 
der;  flowing  from  a  blafphemous  fountain,  abfolute 
power  J  which  all  are  to  obey  without  referve ;  conveyed 
through  a  treafdnable  channel,  fufpending,  floppingi 
and  difabling  all  righteous  ftatutes  penal,  againfl  Papifts} 
deiigned  for  fuch  iinful  ends,  as  the  fubverfion  of  the 
proteftant,  and  the  peaceable  introduction  of  the  popifh 
religion  5  producing  fuch  miferable  effcdls,  as,  the  en* 
courage ment  of  all  wickednefs,  and  error,  extinguifh- 
ing  all  zeal  againft  them,  and  increafe  of  defection,  di- 
Tifion  and  confiifion  ;  offered  in  fuch  fcandalous  terms 
as  palpably  encroach  upon  the  doftrine,  worship,  dif* 
cipline  and  government  of  Chrift's  free  kingdom,  and 
plainly  preclude  all  acceflion  to  any  faithful  proteftation 
againft  thefe  encroachments,  conliftent  with  the  im- 
provement of  the  Aibeil'5  s  ^M  oWudcd  with  fuch  /ham** 
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id  icturities^  as  rob  the  church  of  all  her  legal  charters? 
>f  laws  aild  covenants  eftabliihing  her  reformation,  and 
eave  her  nothing  in  lieu  thereof,* but  a  blind  promife 
>f  one,  whofe  principles  oblige  him  to  keep  no  faith  > 
md  fuch  a  promife  as  does  not  eftablifh  the  religion  to-* 
erated  under  the  notion  of  religion  \  but  tolerates  it  on-^ 
y,-  as  a  thing  to  be  fuflered.  Yet  this  was  generally 
lomplied  with  by  the  minifters  and  profeflbrs  through-* 
out  the  kingdom  j  and  all  fuch  as  did  not  fay  a  confe- 
deracy with  them  in  this,  were  houted  at,  and  flouted 
as  figns  and  wonders,  on  all  hands ;  and  more  than  ever 
expofed  to  the  reproach  of  tolerated  and  indemnified 
Friends,  who  had  now  purchafed  to  themfelves  peace,  at 
the  rate  of  felling  truth  and  {hifting  duty,  and  more 
than  ever  threatned  by  the  perfecuting  enemies.  For^ 
in  all  their  proclamations  of  peace  and  liberty  to  others^ 
they  thunder  many  menaces  againft  them. 

•  The  firii  proclamation,  February  12th,  1687.  toler-r 
9tin^  the  moderate  Prefbyterians  to  meet  in  their  pri- 
vate houfes  (excluding  barns)  £5*^.  to  hear  the  indulged 
xninifters  allenarly,  <  Certifies,  That  field-conventicles, 
^  and  fuch  as  preach  at  them,  or  who  fliall  any  way  ai~ 
«  fift  or  connive  at  them,  fliaU  be  profecuted  according 

*  to  the  utmoft  feverity  of  laws  made  againft  them.'  The, 
fecond  proclamation,  June  28th,  the  fame  year,  bulk- 
ing the  hook  better,  that  they  might  bite  more  kindly, 
allowing  all  to  ferve  God  after  their  own  way  in  any 
houfe  \  fo  that,  they  take  care  that  nothing  be  preach- 
ed, which  may  any  way  tend  to  alienate  the  hearts  of 
the  people  from  the  government,  £5*r.  makes  exprefs 
provifion,  that  no  peetings  be  in  the  open  fields:  For 
which,  now  after  this  royal  favour,  there  could  not  be 
the  leaft  fhadow  of  excule  left.  Which  meetings  are 
ftriftly  prohibited,  and  all  laws  and  afts  of  Parliament 
left  in  full  force  and  vigor,  with  a  further  command  to 
all  judges,  magiftrates  and  officers  of  forces,  to  profe- 
cute  fuch  as  fhouldbe  found  guilty  of  the  faid  field-con- 
venticles, With  th^  utmoft  vigor.  There  was  aifo  a  third 
proclamation,  0»^ober  5  th,  declaring  that  all  perfons| 
preachers  and  hearers,  prefent  at  any  meeting  in  the  o- 
pen  fields,  Ihall  be  profecuted  with  the  utmotl  rigor  and 
feverity  that  their  laws  will  allow.  <  As  alfo,  all  diflent- 
^  ing  minifters,  Who  fliall  take  upon  them  to  preach  in 
«  houfes,  without  obfervinj;  thefe  directions  prefcribed 
•  (t«w.  That  nothing  be  preached  or  taught,  \v\i\d"i  xwjcj 
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<  airjr  w»y  tend  to  alicxurtc  the  henpts  of  the  peq)le  from 

<  the  govf  mmenty  and  that  their  meetings  xy^  peaceably 
^and  publicly  held,   and  that  they  fignify  aiid  make 

*  known  to  ibmc  one  or  more  of  the  privy  counfellprS| 
*'&eriff$,  ftewarts,  bailUes,  juftices  of  peace,  or  inagU 

*  ftrates  of  burghs  royal,  what  place  or  places,  they  fet 

<  apart  for  thefe  ufes,  with  the  names  of  the  preachers) 

*  iliall  be  fo  jMrofecuted/ 

This  proclamation  was  emitted  after,  and  as  it  would 
feem,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  fome  minifters  date4 
at  Edm^urgkf'  Juij  21ft,  that  fame  year,  given  forth  ia 
f he  name  pf  all  the  Pre&ytierian  minifters :  Whereii), 
after  a  raphfody  of  fulfome  flatteries  for  the  tc^eration, 
they  befecch,  that  thefe  who  oromote  any  disloyal  prin«» 
ciples  or  practices  (as  they  difWn  them)  may  be  looke4 
mcpon  23  none  of  theirui  wh<itfpever  name  they  may  afc 
"fume  to  themfelves.  ■  A  fuperplus  of  fuperfluous  folicit* 
oufnefs  for  thefe  who  ^dherkig  unto  the  tef^mpnies  of 
the  church  of  Scotlan4*  againft  toleration  and  tyrannVi 
which  they  call  difloyal  principles  and  praftices,  would 
reckon  it  both  a  (in  and  Piaine  tp  l)e  reputed  of  their 
confederacy. 

Againlt  all  the  indignities  done  to  Chrift,  and  injuries 
^one  to  the  church,  Mr,  Renwick  and  his  brethren 
thought  themfelycs  obliged  to  teftify  an4  witnefs  j  and 
not  only  declare  againft  the  fin  of  the  givers,  and  of  the 
accepters  of  fuch  ai  toleration  ;  bpt  to  warn  alfo  the  pe(H 
pie  of  the  hazard  of  all  their  acceffion  to  it,  participa* 
tion  with  it,  or  approbation  of  it,  in  their  frequenting 
thefe  meetings,  ^nder  the  allowance  and  protection  of 
it,  as  being  ail  the  badges  pf  their  complying  with  it,  or 
fign  of  their  approving  it,  wWcJi  either  could  be  requir* 
ed  of  them,  or  giyen  by  them :  And  to  keep  their  meet« 
ings  for  this  end  more  publicly  in  the  open  fields,  fmcQ 
they  durft  not  truft  thofe,  who  were  ftill  thirfting  infa^ 
tiably  for  their  blood,  nor  give  them  fuch  advantages  as 
they  were  feeking  to  prey  upon  them,  by  ihutting  them** 
felves  within  houfcs ;  and  looked  upon  this  as  their  tcft 
timony  for  the  caufe  of  Chrif>,  for  the  intercft  of  the 
Proteilant  religion,  for  the  covenanted  reformation,  and 
for  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  country,  all  undermined 
and  fubverted  by  this  toleration. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  tVe  other  two  had  ncv 
ccflary  occaijons  calling  for  their  departure  forih  of  the 
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land  for  a  time  5  and  then  the  whole  ftrefs  and  htirden 
of  that  whole  work  lay  upon  him,  and  the  i^hole  force  ' 
Of  the  perl'ecution  from  all  hands  was  bended  againft 
him,  and  increaied  daily,  as  his  zeai,  freedom  and 
Faitiifiilners  in  witnefling  againft  the  toleration  increafetj  ; 
cfpecially  ia  the  obloquies  and  oppofitions  from  the  tol- 
eiated  minifters,  againft  him,  increafed  apace;  who 
ceafed  not  to  cry  out  againft  hiui,  fbmctimes  to  the 
offence  of  their  hearers,  and  all  that  heard  the  re- 
port of  it#  One  of  them  at  Glafgow^  in  a  transport  of 
fury  rather  than  zeal,  expr»efled  himfelf  to  this  cffeft»- 
•*  He  would  not  have  been  fo  grieved,  if  Mr.  Renwkh 
**  had  ftabbed  firft  his  father  and  them  his  brother,  :is 
*«  now  to  hear  him  fa  rail  againft  the  liberty."  It  had 
been  nfiore  pertinent  fur  him  to  be  grieved  for  the 
wounds  and  wramps,  ftabs  and  ftrokes  his  mother  the 
cliurch  of  Scotland  hath  received,  and  given  by  himftlf 
and  others  her  untender  children,  by  accepting  of  thi» 
£d(ly  fo  called  liberty,  which  hath  giveh  her  JoaVs  fa- 
Itate  and  cruel  courtefy,  a  ftab  under  the  fifth  rib,  and 
then  left  her  in  thrall  and  bondage^ 

It  might  have  been  expefted  rather  ftOWy  when  the 
ftorm  was  over,  that  thofe,  who  lurked  \inder  the  lee, 
and  dv.rft  not  fet  their  face  againft  it,  fliould  have  piti-  « 
ied  at  Icaft,  if  not  praifed  one,  tliat  endured  the  irholc 
rage  of  it,  in  following  the  duty  which  they  had  fliift- 
€d  ;  than  that  they  (liocrld  come  out  of  their  U-arm  holes, 
and  upbraid  and  infiilt  over  their  weary  and  weather- 
beaten  feHow-fervant^  But  the  miniftel-s  now  generally 
coming  home  from  abroad,  and  put  of  their  quiet  cham- 
ber?, and  beginning  to  preach,  kt  fliemfelves  to  cry  out 
againft  Mr.  Renwickj  and  the  poor  perlceuted  people 
that  heard  him^  being,  as  it  would  feem,.  more  concern- 
ed to  give  a  proof  of  their  loyalty  to  pleafe  their  new 
friends  (enemies  to  their  oki  Friend  and  Mafter  Chrilr) 
than  of  their  love  and  zeal  to  him,  whofe  ambafiudon; 
they  were,  in  rcfenting  the  wrongs  done  to  his  glory  ':^ 
And  in  this,  they  were  abetted,  encouraged  and  infli- 
gated  by  many  profeffors  ;  fome  of  whom,  in  their  cal- 
ling minifters,  have  admoniflied  them  not  to  forget  to 
preach  againft  Mr.  Renivicky  ^c.  which,  when  onC  mi- 
nifter,  a  Ilrajiger  to  that  method,  and  a  ftranger  in  th6 
place  where  he  was  called  to  preach,  vi%,  in  Glaf^ow, 
rcfuied,  takhig  it  ill,  that  they  ftiould  oft'er  fuch  inftruc- 
tlous  to  him,  and  aikcd  if  that  wa«  their  \fvj  o£  c^\V\tv^ 
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minifters ;  they  anfwered  very  prefumptuoufly,  it  ins 
cie£red,  and  expefted,  and  cuftomarily  ufed  \ .  and  all 
did  fo  that  preached  there.  They  forgot  here  the  oU 
charge,  and  made  themfelves  guUty  of  it,  which  they 
have  always  held  up  againft  thofe  whom  they  would  have 
.  all  to  preach  againft  5  that  they  laid  impofitiohs  on  mi- 
nifters :  But  in  this,  they  turned  impofers  themfelves, 
or  elfe  have  falfly  accufed  others  on  this  head. 

Some  alfo,  as  foon  as  their  meetings  were  fcarcc  well 
fettled,  began  to  fhew  their  teeth,  and  very  magifterial- 
ly  enquired  after  the  number  and  names  of  thofe  that 
heard  Mr.  Renwick,  that  Intruder,  that  Jefuit,  and 
encouraged  to  the  delating  them  to  the  magiftrate,  a 
very  unhappy  and  unhandfome  way  of  difcovering  their 
zeal  againft  Jefuits,  to  encourage  and  aft\ft  a  crowned 
Jefuit  in  pcrfecuting  them  whom  Jefuits  exclude  from 
favour.  Nay,  fo  fooliih  as  well  as  furious,  was  the 
fervor  of  fome,  both  minifters  and  profeflbrs,  that  they 
were  not  afliamed  to  reproach  him  beyond  all  bounds, 
cither  of  wit,  honefty  or  modefty ;  aflirming.  That  he 
was  frequently  at  mafs,  and  was  feen  at  Haggs,  Fettir* 
nviresy  and  fe  veral  other  Papift's  houfes.  A  lie,  at  which, 
the  father  of  lies,  and  the  father  of  Papifts  rejoiced,  in 
that,  when  he  had  prevailed  fo  far,  as  to  get  them  to 
connive  at  the  mafs,  who  fhould  have  been  its  greateft 
oppofers  ;  he  had  fuccefe  alfo,  to  make  them  believe 
fuch  a  lie,  that  he,  who  cried,  the  land  was  polluted  by 
offering  one  mafs  in  it,  was  a  frequenter  of -mafles  him- 
felf.  But,  by  believing  of  lies,  that  idolatry  hath  had 
its  rife  and  advance  in  the  world. 

According  to  appointment,  a  General  Meeting 
conveened  upon  the  firft  day  of  June,  1687. — After 
prayer,  and  modelling  of  the  Meeting  according  to  their 
ufual  cuftom. 

The  following  conclufions  and  refolutions  were  agreed 
upon. 

It  was  refolved  that  Mr.  Lining's  home  coming  fhould 
not  be  ftopt,  but  that  he  fliould  be  left  to  his  own  li- 
berty. 

And  it  was  concluded  that  a  letter  of  information  of 
affairs  among  us  fliould  be  lent  to  M.  William  BoyJ. 
This  was  not  done  till  afterward. 

It  was  alfo  refolved  that  any  letters  which  fhould  be 
fent  abroad,  the  double  of  them  was  to  be  brought  to  the 

next 
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next  meeting,  that  fo  thefe  letters  which  they  delir- 
ed  to  be  written  in  their  name,  that  they  had  not  time  nor 
cohvenicncy  then  to  write,  might  be  feen  and  heard  by 
the  whole  meeting  afterward. 

It  was  alfo  appointed,  that  one  fhould  go  to  Ireland 
to  condiift  Mr.  David  Houfton's  wife  and  family  from 
thence  to-  this  land  ;  and  5 1.  Sterling  was  allowed  for 
their  charges.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  ihe 
caine  over  not  long  after  this  time. 

In  this  interval  matters  continued  as  is  before  related. 

In  this  fad  time,  A  General  Meeting  conveened  at 
^arntahle^  npon  the  o^^oi  Angujiy  1687.  After  pray- 
ar  and  modelling  of  the  meeting — 

It  was  refolved  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
infwer  to  onq  they  received  from  him,  wherein  he  gives 
in  account  of  his  travels  to  Helvetia  and  Switzerland, 
(hewing  what  reception  his  meflage  met  with  in  Berne, 
Bafile,  Geneva,  Cs*r.  and  the-  ftate  of  religion  in  thefe 
places,  Isfc.  which  fhall  be  here  inferted. 


To  the  honourable  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton. 

July  6thy   1687: 
Honourable  and  Dear  Sir. 

YOU  may  know  from  manifold,  experiences,  that 
through  much  tribulation  we  muji  enter  into  the 
hngdom  of  God.  The  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  lieth 
tlirough  a  wafte  and  howling  wildernefs.  Our  pilgri- 
mage is  through  a  valley  of  tears,  and  over  mountains  of 
difficulties  :  But  as  we  have  a  good  and  comfortable 
guide,  fo  he  can  bring  meat  out  of  the  eater,  and  fweet 
out  of  the  ftrong,  and  make  the  flinty  rocks  give  water  ^ 
to  us  J  yea,  he  ^an  make  our  bitter  waters  fweet  unto  us, 
and  in  abundance  of  forrow  give  fuper-abundance  of  joy. 
We  doubt  not  but  you  have  often  found  this,  which  helps 
and  animates  you  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  to 
Qndergo  fo.many  perplexities  and  difcouragements. 

We  received  your  letters.  In  that  which  Ihews  your 
purpofe  of  travelling  through  other  churches,  we  ob- 
ferve  the  various  and  fingular  troubles  which  you  did 
meet  with  at  Leeyarden  ;  your  confli<Ils  in  that  place 
have  been  iharp  and  multiplied,  and  we  reckoivKt  ovvt 
R  r  \^x>: 
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part  to  be  burden-bearers  with  you,  though  we  be  f* 
fhort  of  this,  as  of  all  other  duties.  But  we  hope  you 
have  both  peace  and  joy  in  your  lot,  confidering  the  pre- 
cious and  honourable  caufe  for  which  you  are  redafted 
tjnto  it.  And  we  are  greatly  refreflied  with  the  report 
of  the  tenderncfs,  zeal  and  ftedfaftnefs  ofthcfe  fewwor- 
thy  friends  at  Leewarden,  who  have  been  encouraging 
to  you,  and  took  a  fhare  with  you  of  all  your  afiliffi- 
ons.  In  the  letter  which  gives  a  relation  of  your  travels 
through  fome  other  churches,  as  we  fee  your  care  to  lay 
©ut  unto  them  our  priftine  reformation  and  prefent  fuf- 
ferings  j  fo  alfo  to  fhew  us  in  what  ftate  affairs  are  in  a- 
tnongft  them  ;  whereby  we  judge  ourfelves  greatly  ob- 
liged unto  you,  for  that  might  be  greatly  to  our  advan- 
tage if  we  could  improve  it.  Oh  !  we  underlland  that 
hateful  profanity,  deteftable  carnality,  vile  fuperftition, 
deplorable  defedtion,  lothfome  lukewarmnefs  and  infa- 
tuated fecurity  are  much  abounding  in  thefe  churches. 
The  generality  both  at  home  and  abroad,  feem  to  have 
confpircd  together  to  let  go  piety,  and  to  cleave  to  policy. 
When  policy  is  kept  as  picty*s  fervant,  it  helps  to  fccnrt 
It  :  But  when  it  is  advanced  as  matter  it  does  mKch  t» 
undo  it.  The  rule  of  fcripture-ilmplicity  and  carnal 
wifdom  are  fquared  very  unlike  to  one  another.  - 

O  what  can  we  expedl  bul'a  defolati(Hi  upon  many 
lands  !  Chrill:  hatha  great  conqueft  to  make  in  the 
earth,  and  there  muft  be  a  ftrange  fhaking  and  overture 
ning  of  kingdoms,  that  his  kingdom  may  get  place,  Ss 
Hag.  ii.  6,  7.  In  fuch  a  cafe  we  IhoiUd  be  careful  to  hold 
faft  that  which  wc  have,  Rev.  iii.  2.  :  We  have  a  great 
word  of  teftimony  delivered  unto  us,  which  (we  are 
hopeful)  fhall  yet  empty  thrones  and  pulprts.  O  how 
worthy  is  it  of  all  that  we  can  witnefs  for  it  [  and  how 
unworthy  are  we  of  it  if  we  fhall  defert  it  !  In  fuch  a 
,  cafe  we  fhoiild  ftudy  to  be  wholly  and  only  for  the  Lord 
GodofHofts.  Til e  profanity,  carnality  and  indifferen- 
cy  of  the  generality  fliould  provoke  us  to  holincfs,  fpiri- 
tuality  and  zeal ;  but  alas  !  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  this  wc 
have  our  deep  lliare  of  the  fpi ritual  plagues  that  are  a- 
boundirig  in  this  day :  It  is  not  with  us  as  fbmetimcs  it 
hath  been.  O  Lord,  pour  out  thy  fpirit  upon  us.  hi 
fuch  a  cafe  we  ihould  be  mourning  Ibr  all  the  abomina- 
tions committed  iu  the  earth,  efpecially  in  the  churches. 
O  happy  fhuU  they  be  who  flxall  be  found  marked  a- 

moog 
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mong  -the  mourners  in  Zion,  for  they  fliall  be  fpveda 
£zekl  ix.  6. 

O  <  where  is  zeal  to  God  ?  Where  is  ical  for  his  con- 
<:erns  ?  Where  is  tendernefs  now  to  be  found  ?  when 
there  is  fo  little  holy  indignation,  fo  little  forrow  and 
mourning  for  the  magnitude  and  multitude  of  thetranf- 
greffions  of  this  generation.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  we  Ihould 
be  laying  our  own  things  amongft  our  feet  and  preparing 
Xo  meet  our  God  who  is  coming  out  cf  his  place  to  punijb 
-the  inhabitants  cfthe  earth  for  their  iniquity^  Amos  iv.  1 2. 
Ife.  xxvi.  21.        ' 

The  information  which  j^u  give  us  of  the  fad  over- 
throw, yea  almoft  extirpation  of  the  ancient  and  famous 
Waldenfes  in  the  valley  of  Piedmont,  is  very  grieving 
and  affrighting  to  us.  O  what  may  other  churches  ex- 
peft  when  fuch  things  are  done  unto  them  !  O  that  all 
churches  would  take  warning  at  their  fad  and  lamentable 
coft,  of  the  lin  and  danger  of  compounding  with  or  truft- 
ing.  enemies,  whofe  offers  are  Ihares,  and  who  know 
iiot  to  keep  oath  or  proiiilfe either  to  God- or  man.  Wc 
biefs  the  Lord  for  any  kindly  acceptance  you  got  in  any 
place  pf  your  travels :  We  defirc,  that  in  our  name  yoii 
tnay  thank  ihcfe  (whether  in  Getveva  or  Sivilzerland) 
Hp-lio  have  received  your  information,  or  fliewed  you 
kindncfs.  And  when  you  write,  fignify  unto  them  that 
we  ptnrpofe  {according  to  your  dcflre)  to  keep  up  a  cor- 
refpondcnce  with  them,  and  to  fend  them  letters  and  in- 
^■fonnations;  but  apologize  for  the  delay,  confidering 
ourlcattered  condition  and  the  weighty  affairs  at  prefent 
'among  o\ir  hands  which  we  cannot  defer- 

We  have  few  particulars  to  «aform  you  of  at  the  time  ; 
the  adverfaries  are  retrained  from  that  meafure  of  out- 
.rage  whereunto  once  they  were  given  up  ;  they  change 
their  methods,  but  they  do  not  change  their  natures  ;  the 
eyes  of  many  are  like  to  fail  with  waiting  for  a  liberty  and 
free  toleration  fuch  as  is  given  to  England,  and  we  hear 
that  the  enemies  are  divided  about  it.     They  may  be  di- 
vided about  the  means,  but  they  are  united  in  the  end 
•  and  defign.  \  P^Jany  minifters  who  formerly  were  lying 
bye  from  their  work  are  now  beftirring  themfelvcs  more 
about  it,  and  frequently  preaching  ;  but  they  do  gene- 
r>illy  .declare,  (or  rather  difcover)  tlicmfelves  more  .fully 
'  than  befote,,  by  loading  us  with  falfe  imputations,  ancl,by 
preiling  people   in   their  letters  and  fcrmons,  not  only 
'  jipt  to  conc^i^'  wiUi  us  in  our  prcfcnt  tcftimony,  but  to 
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flee  from  us.  Yet  thef  more  that  they  are  of  this  ftrain> 
they  gain  not  the  more  ground.  We  may  fay,  by  the 
good  hand  of  the  Lord  our  number  is  rather  increafing 
than  decreafing.  We  are  doing  our  endeavour  to  have 
ciders  elefted  and  admitted  amongft  us. 

Now,  worthy  and  dear  Sir,  we  hope  we  need  not  put 
you  in  mind  to  ftudy  all  neceffary  freedom  and  tender- 
ncfs  toward  them  of  foreign, churches,  and  patiently  to 
wait  upon  any  of  them  fo  long  as  there  may  be  hope*, 
by  your  frequent  converfing  among  them  you  will  know 
titter  what  may  be  for  their  advantage  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  than  we  can  tell  you.— 
The  Lord  be  your  leader  and  guide.  The  eyes  of  ma- 
ny are  upon  you:  O  ftudy  that  every  word  and  a£lioa 
may  be  fo  exprefled  and  done  as  you  may  not  be  -afliam- 
cd  to  avow  it,  if  it  were  before  the  whole  generation  of 
mankind,  whatever  be  their  different  humours,  perfush  « 
fions  and  inclinations  ;  and  alfo,  as  you  may  have  peace 
in  it  before  God,  There  lieth  much  advantage  to  the 
caufe  in  our  expreffing  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  form  of 
found  words  as  may  pertinently  fignify  the  matter,  faith* 
fiilly  declare  our  minds,  and  not  favour  of  prejudice, 
pride  or  paffion,  or  in  their  own  nature  tend  to  irritate 
thefe  who  do  oppofe  themfelves,  Wc  would  feek  the 
good  of  every  foul  5  and  though  as  to  many  we  mifs  our 
end,  yet  we  fhould  carry  fo  towards  them,  as  may  leave 
$1  conviftion  uppn  their  confciences  that  it  was  their  good 
we  were  feeking. .  Whatever  others  are  in  their  way, 
we  are  the  fame  by  nature,  and  we  fhould  pity  them  and 
lament  over  them,  and  yet  hate  the  garments  fpotted 
with  the  flefh,  and  carefully  keep  ourfelves  from  parta- 
king of  their  fins. Now,  we  do  heartily  and  jointly 

commend  you  to  the  alUfuiBciency  and  faithfulnefs  of 
your  God,  not  ceaiing  to  pray  for  you  ;  and  that  any 
work  you  have  been  or  may  be  infirumental  to  begin  a-i 
broad,  may  be  carried  on  by  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord* 
We  are. 

Honourable  afid  dear  Sir,  yotir  fyinpathizing  frUnds^ 
and  obliged  Jervants  in  the  Lord. 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  dcfire,  by  the 
clerk  of  our  General  Correfpondence, 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 

It 
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It  was  likewife  refolved  that  every  member  of  our  fo- 
leties  fliall  be  defired  to  provide  themfelves  of  arms,  and 
>rlng  them  alongft  with  them  for  their  own  and  their 
brethren's  defence,  when  they  got  the  opportunity  of 
tearing  the  gofpel,  and  to  our  General  Meetings. — 
riiis  refolution  was  judged  neceflary,  in  regard  that , 
here  was  fome  flacknefs  amongft  feverals  at  this  time 
n  this  duty,  that  fo  they  might  he  ftirred  up  to  more 
'orwardnef?  thereafter. 

It'  was  alfo  refolved.  that  a  letter  ftiould  be  written  to 
Mr.  Boyd,  Ihewing  that  in  anfwer  to  his  letter,  dated 
March  2d.  we  had  feqt  3 1.  fterl.  which  we  defired  to 
enow  if  he  had  received,  and  that  his  letter  without  date 
pome  not  to  us  till  June  i^,  at  which  time,  being,  met 
:ogcther,  we  had  fent  him  other  3 1  fterl. — and  (hew- 
ing, that  opr  hearing  of  his  being  licentiate  had  put  us 
inlbme  amazement,  he  not  having  acquainted  us  with. 
[lis  purpofe,  (though  he  had  tranfmitted  feveral  letters 
to  us)  which  was  contrary  to  his  undertaking  when  he 
went  abroad.  And  as  to  the  calling  him  home  we  left 
It  to  his  choice  as  we  did  v^hen  he  went  abroad. 

It  was  likewife  refolved  that  a  letter  fliould  be  writ- 
fen  to  John  Haddowwhq  wasth^  at  Utrecht  ;  which 
was  done,  One  thing  which  moved  the  meeting  to 
refolve  upon  this,  was  their  dcflre  to  have  differ- 
ences betwixt  Mr.  Hamilton  ^nd  him  removed,  but 
it  was  no)t  fucccfsful  as  afterward?  will  appear. 

It  was  alfo  refolved  that  a  full  difcharge  fhould  i3c 
given  to  Mrs.  Jane  Hamilton  of  1 60  Gilders  which  fhc 
brought  home,  having  got  \t  from  fome  abroad,  to  be 
given  to  the  focieties. 

Moreover,  it  was  refolved  by  the  meeting,  that  James 
Wilfon  fhould  be  defired  to  go  to  Ireland  and  convcrle 
with  fuch  minifters  as  h§  Ihall  be  recommended  unto. 
This  was  done. 

And  it  was  refolved  that  the  1 6th  of -^?/^///?  fhall  be 
obferved  by  our  focieties,  a  day  of  fafting  and  prayer  un- 
to the  Lord  in  the  behalf  and  upon  the  account  of  the 
banifhed  ;  and  of  humiliation  and  mourning  for  the  ini- 
quity of  the  prefent  toleration  :  And  alfo,  to  feek  the 
Lord's  counfel  how  to  carry  in  the  prefent  circumftan- 
cts. 

The  toleration  was  granted  and  embraced,  as  is  al- 
ready faid,  with  which  the  focieties  could  l^ot  *^o\iv,  wot 
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coontcnancc  in  the  Icaft  \  (o  they  thought  it  their  dutj 
to  frequent  field^meetings,  though  interdifted  under  fc- 
xcsc  penalties,  for  which  they  were  loaded  with  reproach 
ty  thele  that  were  at  eafe ;  they  had  alfo  the  rage  of  the 
pcrfecuting  enemies  "bent  againft  them.  This,  though 
iwrfghty  in  itfelf,  neverthelefs  did  not  difcourage  them 
fifoin  (etjting  about,  and  doing  of  that  whi^h  they  judg- 
ed neccflary  and  called  for  at  their  hands,  according- to  . 
their  ftation,  in  their  prefent  circumftances, 

A  MEETING  having  conveencd  ?X  AuchengillocbiOn* 
ffiy  1687. — After  prayer  and  modelling  of  the  meeting 
— It  was  refolved  and  concluded  by  them.  That  Mr.  Li- 
ning fhould  go  abroad  another  feafon  to  an  Univerfity, 
in  order  to  the  perfefting  of  his  ftudies,  and  that  he 
iSiould  be 'maintained  by  the  focieties* 

Mr.  Lifting  came  to  this  land  in  July  laft,  and  was 
Limielf  at  this  meeting,  and  being  now  to  leave  them  a- 
jgain  for  a  time,  it  was. thought  lit,  for  their  fatisfaftion, 
to  defire  him  to  Ihew  fomewhat  of  liis  mind  and  refolu- 
tion  concerning  the  work  he  was  intending  to  fet  about, 
and  to  fignify  his  jointnefs  with  them  in  the  caufe  and 
teflin)ony  the  focieties  were  contending  for.  Where- 
upon he  wrote  a  paper  and  delivered  it  to  them  con- 
taining the  fanie  *.  Prefently  after  this  he  went  a- 
broad. 

The  cafe  of  the  land  at  this  time  cannot  be  expreffed 
in  few  words  ;  however  a  little  hint  in  general  m-^y  here 
be  giv^n.     The  fubtle  enemy  gained  much  of  their  end 
in  granting  the  toleration  ;  for  PapiRs  were  encouraged| 
and  fevcrals  of  them  put  in  places  of  power  and  trutt : 
idolatry  was  erecled  in  fundry  places  and  altars  fet  up, 
lierefy,  blafpbemy  and  error  were  tolerate,  and  profanity 
paiTed  without  punifliment,     Adverfaries   were  feeming 
to  fmile  upon  fome,  yet  raging  againii  others.     Many 
wtTreat  eafe,  lurking  under\hc  ihacjrfiv  of  this  pretend- 
ed liberty,  hut  fiich  were  troubled^  who  could  not  com- 
ply there\yith.     The  edge  of  zeal  in  not  a  few  was  blunt- 
ed, and  (alas  !)  there  was  -  great  lilence  in  many  mini- 
fters  as  tg  the  giving^aming  of  the  public  fins  imd  du- 
ties 

*  This  paper  appears  to  have  been  defignedly  furpreiTed,  trd 
l^natoow  to  be  found.  Th^teis  n^furthei  a:c«>UQt  Qt  wh^i.*^ 

«>oft?  ^  this  me^ut^. 
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3€s  of  the  day.  But  Mr.  Renwick  ancl  hi«  brethren, 
IS  they  durll  not  homologate  the  toleration,  nor  joim 
viih  it  in  the  leaft,  but  as  they  had  opportumty. 
hewed  the  evils  thereof,  fo  they  thought  it  their  duty 
c  preach  in  the  open  fields  (which  was  ftri£lly  Laterdlo- 
:ed  u«der  moft  grievous  penalties)  where  they  fet  the 
:nimpet  to  tlieir  mouth  and  gave  faithful  warning  of 
tl\e  fins  and  fnares,  duties  and  dangers  of  the  time; 
Thefe  meetings  the  focictics  frequented,  at  which  their 
fouls  were  watered  and  refrefhed  in  hearing  the  gofpdz 
For  winch,  both  thefe  miniftcts,  and  people  were  much 
perfeciited  by  enraged  and  cruel  enemies^  and  fadly  miC- 
reprefented  and  reproached  by  many  of  their  brethrcn^i 
inftead  of  that  fynipathy  which  was  called  for  at  thdr 
hands. 

In  the  interval,  not  long  after  the  laft  meeting,  as  a5- 
fo  before  it :  Mr.  James  Renwick  (whofe  paim  and  la- 
Vours,  hazards  and  perils  were  great,  in  going  =aboot 
his  Mafter's  work)  did  ordain  feveral  elders,  in'  diverfe 
places  of  the  country,  who  were  nominated  by  the  &- 
cieties. 

AccoRDiNG  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  Meetings 
a  General  Meeting  conveened  at  Frierminion^  Decem- 
ber 7th,  i687,-— After  prayer  and  modelling  of  the 
Meeting  the  following  refolutions  were  condefcended  twu 

It  was  concluded  that  the  Vindication  iliould  be  fold 
at  eight-pence  per  book,  and  at  levcn-pencc  unftitched. 
The  Infonnatory  Vindication  being  printed,  and  fever^fi 
of  them  -brought  home,  It  was  thought  fit  that  a  rate 
fhould  be  fet  on  them,  that  the  price  might  be  alike  to 
all  who  fhould  buy  of  tliepi. 

It  WHS  alfo  concluded  by  the  Meeting,  that  until  th-c 
next  Meeting  they  ihoulJ  not  be  offended  at  any  wh»* 
ihould  call,  or  hear  Mr.  Vv^illiam  Boyd  :  And  that  fuch 
as  had  frce^lotii  to  hear  him,  fhould  not  be  offended  at 
fiich  as  had  it  not*.  This  refolut^ion  may  fecm  flrange, 
yet  it  was  thought  fit  at  that  time,  in  regard  that  upon 
the  one  hand,  there  being  lomc  exceptions  amongfl  fomc^ 
againft  Mr.  Boyd  (who  not  long  before  this  m^^eting  was 

coaic 

•  Mr.  jATTifi  Renwick  den'cl  fils  confer.t  to  this  concIuHorj* 
^oi  alio  dccliicoi  rg  p:earh.wi'.h  him,  and  was  much  perplexed 
;ibouj  t'.  is  .'iffaif,  as  he  fl.tw»  io  \u%  LiV  and  LV  LtiUt^,  V^^ 
t95p A:^. 
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coxn^  home)  ^fpecially  as  to  the  way  of  his  Ikenie^  iv^ 
he  obtained  from  the  minifters  at  Groningen,  hehaving^ 
taken  an  engagement  at.it,  which  was  offenfive  to  not  1 
fewi  and  the  more  becaufe  he  would  not  ihow  it.  Ncr 
XFerthelefs^  being  loath  to  break  among  theinfelves  Bpon- 
thift,  head,  and  out  of  tenderneis  to  Mr.  Boyd,  t^ey 
judged -this  refolution  might  be  helpful,  hoping 'thef 
might  get  more  clearnefs  in  this  particular  afterward, 
and  that  the  fcruples  of  fome  might  be  removed. 

it  waslikewife  concluded  that  Ja.  Ca- was  to  borrow  in 
the  name  of  the  Meeting  two  hundred  Marks,  which  vm  * 
to  be  paid  again  by  the  Books  that  were  to  be  brought 
home  {viz.  the  Hind  let  Loofe)  or  otherwife,  if  neid«&- 
ty  called  for  it.  .  ^'    '• 

And  it  was  refolvedthat  a  Letter  fhould  be  written 
to  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  then  at  Leewarden.     AccotB- 
ingly  it  was  drawn  up  and  fent  \   the  tenor  of  it  foW 
loweth. 


\lMuch  honoured  and  worthy  Sir,  ' 

GOD  hath  determined  for  you  no  fmall  fhafc  of* 
.  the  fufferings  and  trials  of  this  poor  affliftcd' 
church :  And  we  judge  that  in  this  point ;'  we  would  be 
undutiful  toward  him,  and  ingrate  toward  you,  if  we 
remembered  not  the  fame,  with  fome  meafure  of  i^- 
pathy.  You  have  many  proofs  of  the  Lord's  goodnefi 
and  power  to  refledl  upon,  in  his  bringing  you  through 
the  inundations  of  former  troubles,  that  have  raged  and 
fwelled  upon  you  :  Which  experiences  may  minifter  help 
to  your  faith,  in  prefent  boifterous  and  prefling  tempefts, 
for  God  is  faithful  and  will  never  forfake  them  that  feek 
him,  nor  let  them  be  ailiamed  of  their  hope,  that  put 
their  truft  in  him  ;  wherefore  refort  unto  your  maga- 
zine, where  there  is  ftore  of  Chriftian  armour,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  withftand  in  the  evil  day,  taking  care  for 
nothing,  but  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence  toward 
God,  and  toward  man  ;  whicli  will  yield  no  fmall  peace, 
tranquillity  and  ferenity  of  fpirit,  whereby  you  Ihall  lit 
Noah-like,  in  the  midll  of  the  floods. 

Being  met  together  this  day,  we  communed  and  con- 
fultcd  anent  calling  you  home,  and  were  all  deiiroiis  that 
ye  Ihould  come :  But  before  we  would  proceed  to  any 
concluiion,  we  thought  fit  to  write  to  you,  deliring^o 

-    -  know 
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luM»W  yoor  own  mind,  and  cleamefs  anent  it ;  and  whc- 
tyk&r  or  not  ye  find  any  door  yet  open  abroad,  for  your 
being  further  ufeful  there,  in  behalf  of  this  church  \  fp 
we  deiire  you  will  be  pleded  to  let  us  have  your  anfwer 
before  the  end  of  February,  and  we  fhsill  agree  upon  that 
nrhicii  we  may  judge  mod  for  your  encouragement  and 
the  advantage  of  the  caufe^  and  let  you  know  of  it  time*' 
oufly  thereafter. 

We  thought  fit  likcwife  to  acquaint  vou,  that  we  are 
pinched  with  the  fenfe  of  the  want  of  iuch  a  number  o£ 
minifters,  as  may  make  up  ah  ordinary  and  competent 
judicatory  (together  with  the  elders)  for  exerciiing  afts 
of  poteftative  million^  and  may  preach  the  gofpel  more 
plentifully,  whereof  there  is  no  imall  famine. 

And  in  our  meeting  we  have  communed  anent  Mr. 
Douglafs,  as  wehave  not  flighted  your  objedUons,  fo  we 
have  not  proceeded  to  call  him,  yet  we  canno't  conclude 
that  they  are  fo  relevai)t  and  fufBcient,  that  we  ihoul4 
enquire  no. more  after  him,  dpecially,  feeing  we  hear 
that  he  agreeth  in  a  great  meafure  with  our  teftimony^ 
and  keeps  himfelf  abilradl  from  contrary  parties  :  And 
hath  deported  himfelf  exemplarily  for  temperance,  and 
even  for  fome  years  abftained  from  the  ufe  of  that 
vrbcrein  it  was  reported  that  he  was  excei&ve  before : 
And  we  refolve  to  carry  fo  towar<^s  him,  as  he  may  not 
be  diicouraged,  and  none  other  offended.  Moreover^ 
vhat  we  may  determine  at  the  next  meeting  concerning 
him,  we  fhall  give  you  notice. 

No  more  at  the  time,  but  defiring  you  would  falute 
in  our  name  all  yotu:  friends^  We  are^ 

Much  honoured  and  worthy  Sir, 
Tour  real  and  fympathijtng  friends y 

Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  at  our  defire, 

By  MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 


It  was  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that  every  Correfpon- 
dence  fliould  appoint  two,  or  three  jnen  of  their  num- 
ber, to  go  through  the  Societies  in  the  bounds,  and  ga- 
ther up  the  account  of  the  fufferings  in  that  place  \  imd 
that  the  fame  ihould  be  brought  to  the  next  Meetmg. 
S  i  Ac 


pi        AiTom  if  the  t^^  ^^^^^ 

^'AexorAagly  foa^  of  thii  ^as  ^Aaah\r^.iMSB!t.%A 
»;;poimed  that  the  irft  Tbttr£%  <4'Jailmitt7,:^t(!|Mk 
ftould  be  bbferved  by  our  Societies  as'  a  day  of  SidSSng 
i&nLpnqier  unto  the  Lord»  thitr  he  wmldCfe  j^Mifiy 
]peafed  topreferyie  otsr  itiidifters,Uefs 'their  :kli^iBi^*^ili^ 
aidd  to  their  number^  and  alfo- thai^  br  iTouId  Ibmg  dm 
dietbrbncc^  rtax^tfj  and  ghre  us  godljr  and  &it»wtto^ 
giftrates.    ,  :  j-.^ '  >•  .'!J-.;5t.ili7^' 

I  Lajtlyt  it  w^s  refoWed  that  the  next^^eetisg  .>ihd[il& 
flieet  at  B/acigannocb,  upon  jthe  Ttk^dby.  tf-febdidl^ 
•AS8fc.  ■      -^      •  •     *  ■  :'■    .v^-i  ::\}:..  ^^*  n- 

.'*'■■'  ■■  .  ■•-    .r   -riiT; -.•'•/{  "^Vid^*? 

*  'Tfis  ca^E  of  the  land  in  geneta{t«l9iRtin«ed't0l)C;fii4 

•enemies  were  advancing  in  their  wicked  defigas'i^^tUft^' 
Horn  w^e  growing,  and  hardnefe^crfhearr^'/niKtiB^^i-: 

Jeiicy  inerc^ng  \  fecurityy  Iiike^antae&aniftndiftraK  . 
^' were  much- abouadufig^  and  the ^^- of* net* ^r 
Munted*    And  as  the  wh^  eountrj^^  lor  the  ta4kpta^ 
enjoyed  outward  peace  and  ^uietndVi  neverthekfii^ 
ibcieties  were  in  trouUe,  2^  ex^tUed  under  fMHt 
damping  difcouragements  ;,  as-  they  €Ould^  not  jioiaHpeidi 
like  toleraition^  or  any  other  of  dK  toemies  protcoMklr 
i^voursi  fo  they  thought  it  their  doty,  and  j||reat  pnn^- 
lege  to  call  and  heai^  thefe  miitiftfrs  who  preadhed-i* 
the  open  fields  v  and  for  this  the  cftrel  enemies  nianiftlK 
ed  their  rage  and  malice  againft  them^  and  the  tonguei 
ef  many.  (cfpcciaHy  miniftcrs}  were  much  excrcxfed  tof^ 
groach  them. 

But  the  faddcft  ftrofcewhitfh  mtlns  interval  they:  met. 
with,  was  the  apprehcnding-and  execution  of  Mr^J^tfiw/ 
Remuici^  a  faitluul  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  Whofe  pain* 
fulnefs  and  kbotfrs  were  fignally  countenanced  flsthr 
Lord ;  and  he  wa»  helped  and  honoured  to  feal  ^fh«fc 
truths  with. his  biood,  which  he  had  been  preaAingr 
owning,  an4  contending  for,  in  his  life*  ft  did^nota 
little  dafli  and  confound  enemies,,  and  iilence  repnoach' 
ers  of  him,  when  they  faw,  -and  heard  of  his  QuifliaD 
carriage,  zeal,  courage,,  confidence,  and  cheerlulnefs  i» 

.  hii  fufferings,  and  athis  dea^i.,  But  albeit  to  die  W3i 
his  gain,  yet  the  fame  way  many  1»oo»  peoples  lo%beuig 
deprived  of  a  faithful,  and  pdiofal  pailor,.  and  a  aeal0it» 
wd  feeing  watchman ;.  and  yet  as  his  death  was'-cosfinii* 
iiig  to  poor  people  in  thefe  trutl^ihife  had  l>een  fnflering 

•-fbr,  and  encouraging  to  tfaem^  fp  tominue  m,  the'  faoie^ 
£0  ic  might  b.a.^t\^x:i{i9Lid)  tjut^byit^  the  eoemies  gso»- 
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•ed  aotUug,  nor  was  the  truth- a  Io&T)  the  former  hav* 
ing  got.a  4a&  thereby,  and  the  latter  a  witiid*s«  , 

In  this  fad  time,  a  General  Meetmg  convcencd  ^ 
jRIackgannvcby  upon  the  7th  of  Mar^i,  1688. — Aftev 
prayer,  jajui  modelling  of  the  Meeting, 

It  was  re(blved  that  the  laird  of  Keriland  and  Jame$ 
WlirpA  ihould  be  dcfired  to  go  and  converfe  with  Mn  ' 
Darroch  a  minifter  in  Kintyrc, — Accordingly  after  th« 
meeting  was  done, 

.  It  was  alfo  refolvcd  that  a  I-ettcr  fliouldbe  written  to 
Robert  Hamilton,  who  was  then  at  Lecwarden,  and  an-r 
f&tiier  to  John  Haddow  at  Utrecht,  which  were  accord- 
jagly  drawn  up  and  fent,    '  * 

One  thing  moving  the  Meeting  to  write  at  this  time 
to  both  thelo  gentlemen,  was  their  defire  to  ha^'e  dif- 
^j^^nces  removed  that,  were  betwixt  them^  that  fo  they 
flnightbe  helpful  to  one  another  in  that  work  of  print-* 
ifig  an  account  of  our  fufferings  which  was  then  deiign- 
46ci  to  be  fet  about.  But  as  thefe  differences  was  not  re- 
moved thereby,*  fo  albeit  there  was  pains  taken  in  ga- 
thcriisg  accounts  of  the  fufferings  of  many,  and  of  ener 
siics  crudty  and  bai*barity,  i3tc^  yet  it  went  not  on,  a$ 
Id  the  writing  of  what  was  intended,  not  -only  in  regard 
tlierewere  feveral  things  wanting,  to  make  the  account 
full  and  compleat ;  but  efpecially  the  Revolution,  which; 
fell  out  this  year,  affording  things  whidi  occafioned  Om 
iher  work. 
.  A  copy  of  the  Letter  to  Mr.  Hamilton  follows^ 


.  Much  hoiiBured  Slr^ 

OUR  kindnefs  to,  and  fympathy  with  you  m  all 
your  trials,  (which  hath  not  been  few)  upon* 
liTith's  account,  yetiemain,  though  the  (tgnifications 
thereof  be  but  fm^ll,  and  not  correfjwnding  to  what  e-* 
v^denccs  you  have  given,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  cf. 
yoiuF  concernednefs  with  cur  broken  and  bleeding  church,^ 
of  your  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  its  teftiiT>ony,  and  of* 
yoar  fympathy  with  the  witneffes  and  fufferers  of  Chrift 
tlierein*;  and  in  particular  with  us  your  companions  in' 
tribulation  for  the  word  of  his  patience,  though  we  be« 
unworthy  of  that  fignature.  But  we  hope  what  yo«= 
I1.1VC  done,  or  are  doing  of  this  kind,  is  upon  a.morat 
syble  uccouht  then  cxpeftations  of  rccCinp^ivxcfrotcvwKj 
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kMf^l^^  4^  It  ^t^fotrniwt  to  the  cxt^mt  of  its  merit*  ' 
*»^' go  #C  dcfir^  you  wcfuld  put  a  more  favouniblc  cOfi* 
VHiJEH^'tiDon  ai^fflehee  lii^not  writing  to  you,  thmt^ 
ilSi&theuahe  proceeds  ifrom  forgetfulncfs  of  you  \  for 
te-.^ztfintg  difficttltiCfl',  aiid  damping  difcotirag«ments 
^hii^hccamxhjf^  albek  little  regarded  by  fora«i 

%'it  this  time  Acy  arc  ndtkcr  few  nor  fmill,  tfrom  4 
lunds  and  as  little  tsken  notice  of  by  thcfe  at  edb  at 
"iMiat'  fbnnerly  we  met  with  i 

■ '  'Ha#cvd»fcry«rm4Af(^^  and  fatisftaioni  In  ordct 
<6h<yey OUT  fjpnp^hj ahd advice,  andnlfo  toftfr  up  othm 
jJMtofbrget  iisin  this  <mr  loir  condition,  welind  it  necef? 
firy  to  give  you  a  fhort  account  bow  matters  are  with  u«| 
■i(*»h!A  if  our  eye, 'Or  oup- eiff  could  aflfe^  our  hearts, 
iiti(^t1)efulIorlamieJBtatSoh  and  mourning,  but  yet  as 
'l3lde  irha  hare  hope  vfbr  wt  are  bereaved  by  eruel  and 
lltepdy  handK  rf'two'telfliful  mmitlers,  and  valiant  ftMh 
'<Bard  bearen ;  Alas  f  wrftroke  is  heavy,  and  our  wound 
deep  an4  wjde ;  and  yet  concerning  this,  wc  may  fing  of 
ioerey  as  well  ii  judgment,  yea  of  mercy  in  judgn^cuti 
fteinl;  the  Iiofd  helped  and  honoured  the  one  (Mtn 
James  Rchwick)  Waiihjjly  and  cheerfully  to  lay  down 
-13s  Hfe  at  the  GraAknli^fKet  in  Edinburgh  for  the  cauft 
'ef  Chrift,  which  is'  a  greater  confirmation  to  the  famci 
and  to  the  owners  thefeof^  and  proves  a  greater  dafti  to 
the  backfiiders  ¥4io  were  waiting  for  his  halting,  and 
helps 'more  to  fill  up  t]^e  cup  of  enemies,  now  near  the 
hrim^  than  his  life  fould  havi:  done  \  And  the  other  h 
flow  Chrift's  prifoner  at  Dublin  in  Ireland,  fuffcrhi| 
cheerfully  (as  we  hope)  for  his  borne  down  truths. 

yhtqu^h  the  Ipfs  of  which  worthies,  as  troth  wants 
Hmg  witnefles  and  valiant  ch<impions  for  it  upon  th« 
earth,  fo  we  arc  dcpriyed  of  our  faithful  guides  ani 
leaders,  for  our  unfruitful  and  unthankful  carririgc  undcf 
the  firec  preaching  bf  the  gofpel  by  them  djfpenfed ; 
9  lofs  which  we  Can  never  enough  lament,  and  know 
fkOt  what  way  to  get  it  fupplied.  All  doors  for  a  cleanly 
evdination  of  mihiftcrs  at  home  feeni  to  be  ffiut ,  and  if 
Ite  find  none  abroad  open,  our  cafe  will  be  deplorahle. 
Thefeforc  it  is  om*  earhcft  defire,  that  you  v^ould  hj 
nut  yourfelf  to  fee  if  si  cleanly  and  approve n  ordinati<Jti 
lloirMeffi*s.  Ale^t^der  Shi^Blds  and  Thomas  IJnmj'cai^ 
'll^tdttatne^l  citJ|cr  by^thein^iiftcjrs  of  Embdcn  or  in** 
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ia^f.dther  place^  and  write  to  us  about  the  fame  with,  the 
£rft  occafion  ye  can  get.  .  And  albeit  our  fohrow  and 
lamentation  ov^  the  lofs  of  our  faithful  minlfters  (hould 
be.  great,  and  our  defire  to  have  others  in  their  ftead 
preffinga&d  urgent :  Tet^  as  we  would  keep  the  ground 
the  Lord  ha:th  helped  us  to  take  up,  and  look  to  our 
A^es  that  we  lofe  not  thefe  things  that  we  have  wrought. ; 
'we  defire  only  to  countenance  fuch  whom  he  ntUL  own 
to  their  walking  in  his.  way,  and  keeping  up  and  con^ 
tending  for  the  teftimony  of  the  day.  The  confiderati- 
pn  whereof  hath  put  us  to  much  pains  and  many  per- 
plexing thoughts  about  Mr.  .William  Boyd,  the  laft 
whereof  was  this  day,  (being  the  day  of  our  meeting) 
^ji:.fli<nt  hint  whereof  we  Ihall  give  you. 

The  meeting  defircd  to  know  his  mind  concerning 
Hhat  at  wht^h  they  left  in  their  laft  meetings  vivi.  If  he 
?«r8s  clear  to  pr^ch  for  the  not  countenancing  of  the-tole- 
inilied  minifters,  as  was  the  pra^ice  of  the  reft  of  his  bre- 
-^Iiren,  efpecially  he  whp  fealed  the  caufe  lately  with  his 
Uoodf 

■  Mr.  Boyd  anfwered.  His  mind  about  that  was  much 
ibouf  the  fame  as  formerly  ;  yet  after  fome  jangling^ 
and  debatingSi  he  came  a  greater  length  tlian  ever,  >  in 
that  he  was  for  withdrawing  from  and  difcountenancing 
the  accepters,  addreffers  for,  and  improvers  of  this  tq.- 
leration  :  But  as  for  fuch,  though  they  came  not  up  the 
full  length  of  owning  all  the  parts  of  our  teftimony,  and 
did  not  join  with  us,  nor  preach  in  the  fields,  y^t  were  a- 
^ainft  this  toleration,  free  of  defeftion  and  owned  our 
covenants  and  work  of  refojmation,  he  was  not  clear  to 
give  his  judgment  concernmg  hearing  of  them.  It  was 
told  him,  that  of  fuch  we  were  not  fpeaking,  and  if 
there  were  any  fuch  in  Scotland  or  in  any  other  place, 
we  would  be  glad  to  know  of  them. 

After  this  it  was  told  him,  that  it  was  reported  in 
fbme  places  of  the  country.  That  when  he  was  liccnfad 
at  Groningen  he  had  given  an  engagement  to  the  mini- 
ftcTS  there  not  to  preach  feparation  fix)m  thefe  miniikrs 
In  Scotland  from  whom  we  had  withdrawn  upfen  fufii-* 
^ient  grounds. 

•f  This  he  denied,  but  confeflfed  he  gave  in  a  paper  to 
.tbem  of  his  principles  and  refohition. 
::.  However,  there  was  a  delay  put  to  the  joint  calling,  •f 
lliaHHBtH  the^pext  meeting,  that  we,  might -get  a  prQ#f 
lof  his  pra^ice  feeing  conform  to  the   profcttlou  ot  V\\?» 
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priDciplc  copccrning  difcountenaxifing  oi  die,  toktfatel 
mioiilers  ;  .md  that  we. might  endeavour  to  get  .a^  fight 
cf  the  paper  given  in  by  him  to  the  n;unifters  by.  whom 
h^  was  licenfcd  \  which  he  faid  he  h?4  not^  but  oidy  a 
^aught  thereof,  out  of  whicK  the  paper  he  g^ve-invras 
iaken^  and  that  he  knew  npt  well  where  it  was  ;  audal^ 
ib  that  a  dny  for  prayer  about  him  might  be  kept  by  the 
jTocleties,  which  is  to  be  the  firft  Thurfiiay  o{Mfty» 
..  In  the  aieau  time,it  was<oncludcd^,(a8  at  the  Jaft 
.meeting)  for  avoiding  of  confufion  and  divifion,  that 
thofe  who  Iiad  clearnel^  to  fall  and  hear  him,  fliouidnot 
be  offended  at  thole,  who  had  nonej  and  thofe  who 
wanted  the  fame,  ihould  not  be  offcQdedat  thofe  wlio 
had  it. 

Thus  you  fee  how  it  ftands  with  Mr.  Boyd  and  lif. 
"Wedefircye  will  endeavour,  if  ye  can,  to  know  what  ii 
:the  nature  of  that  paper  given  in  by  him  to  the  miniiiers 
of  Qronlngen,  or  to  get  a  double  of  it  from  thein  an4 
fend  it  to  us  ;  but  you  would  do  it  in  »  cautious  waji 
left  the  minidcrs  there  be  more  ftumbled  atus  whenthc]^ 
difcover  our  jcaloulies  ofbim. 

Tlijre  is  a=nother  thing  we  judge  expedient  to  acqu^unt 
you  witli.  It  hath  been  our  dcfign  and  deCre  more  than 
two  years  to  colleft.an  account  of  the  fufFerings  of  this 
defpiled  remnant,  with  what  the  reft  of  the  Undhave  fuf* 
fcrcd  under  the  domineering  tyranny  pf  the  late  deccaft 
tyrant,  and  of  the  prefent  Ufurpcr,  to  the  end  it  may 
be  printed  ;  but  though  our  endeavours  in  this  hitherto 
have  not  anfwercd  our  deiign  and  the  preiling  call  to  the 
duty,  yet  it  is  expe<Slcd  the  next  meeting  will  put  a  pe- 
riod to  it.  This  we  think  a  part  of  our  generation-work, 
aiiid  a  duty  laid  upon  us,  as  we  would  have  the  caufe  of 
Chrdft,  which  we  own  and  fufter  for,  handed  down  and 
tranfniitted  to  pofterity,  and  not  be  guilty  of  robbing 
them  of  iucha  rich  treafure  as  the  fragrant  and  refrclh- 
ing  acccount  of  the  fuflerings  of  the  ruartyrs,  confclTors 
^nJ  wknefTcs  of  Chrlft  in  this  age  is,  and  will  be  to  them 
^vho  come  after  us. 

When  this  account  is  colle^ed  and  put  in  fome  order 
pnd  drefs  bywi^y  ofa  martyrology,  we  intend  to  fend  to 
John  Haddov^  in  UU'Ccht.  That  whi<  h  move*;  r,s  to  tbis 
lefolution of  eiiiployingliim,  is  his  titrcdneis  tor  waiting 
upon  the  prefs  ;  but  more  ei'pccially  bccaufe  of  his  oflcr 
to  print  the  fame,  though  it  Uioukl  extend  to  a  hurgc 
voJtime^  upon  his  c  a'u -"if  cnccs  •,  v.hivb  we  caroiot  welj 

vefiifci 
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♦Hfiifei  not  kngiwing  another  Vay  to  get  it  di<itit,  Soto 
the  'end  that  tfcfsfo  neceflaiy  a  wryic  may  be  tli€  betteif^ 
cffeftiiaVed,  it  is  otsrferious  and  hearty  ttefire  tbsvt  theft: 
di  Oerienccs  betwixt  you  and  him  *  (which  to  vs  arc  mat- 
ter of  forrowand  unpleafant  to  hear  rf)  may  be^remov-- 
f d,  snd  nnity  in  the  Lord  obtained,  at  Itetft  ib  far  aj' 
that"  you  and  he  may  concur  in  profecuting  this  affair  ^" 
arid  that'  you  may  fend  him  thde  of  the  martyrs  tcfti-** 
i^ttOnies  yen  have,  and  \v hat  accoimt  yoa  have  of  what 
fcll  out  before  Bcthwel,  at  it,  alid  fmce  ;  -which  wc 
knew  your  concerncdnefi  put  you  to  feck  after  aftd  get^- 
^\iit\\  will  prove  a  great  help  to  the  perfeifVmg  of  that 
work,  .fo  profitable  to  the  prefent  and  fuccccding  gene- 
rations. We  intend  to  commence  it  from  the  begifinfng 
of  this  tyranny,  and  infert  all  the  teftiiiionies  in  Naph- 
talij  with  wliat  account  we  can  gather  from  thence  and 
other  coHeftion^  relating  to  the  times  before  Bothwel^ 
which  we  intreat  you  to  help  us  in  -,  as  alfo,  we  have 
thoughts  of  ififerting  all  the  dying  fpeechcs  ofthofe 
chat  fuffcredfince,  though  differing  frc?m  u»,-  with  ani- 
mad^'erfions  trpon  their  miftakes,  that-fo  it  may  be  i 
jfitoniplete  fyftem  of  all  the  fufFerings^  irt  our  day. ' 
*  Wc  fliall  defift,  wifliing  the  WefKngsof  the  eTcrlaft- 
kig  covenant  to  be  your  mercy.  Mind  us  when  at  the 
throne  of  grace-  Salute  iarll  yoftr  friends  in  our  name- 
IVritc  to  us.     We  are. 

Tour  real  friends  in  tl>c  Lori^ 

Rubfcribcd  in  our  name^  and  at  our  appointment^' 
Hy 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 


'  The  letter  to  John  HaJdow  was  of  the*  fame  t-enorwith 
the  former,  except  that  aFter  ihewing  the  itecefiity  and- 
ittilitj  of  a  niartyrology,  \t  runs'  thws. —  • . 

"  And 

f  of  tl  \^.  Jn»m  ITa  'rfi-^w  an(^  the  (*iiFereac?<  here  fpolcen  ns^^ 
fee  Mr  HafDi^on'i.  i^r.g  ieocr  f  rCKOinfl;  Thcie  K  extant* 
di'diiinf 'LiMctier  of  fohn  Had*.:«u*s  to  Mr  )[;imi!toQ  up^on?li» 
o  cafion,  dcrna-'d'.ppf  bv  vifii.e  oi  a  cominitTion  »ronj  ihe.rneo- 
i.  j5,  tJjc  uftm.onjts,  i'^c-  \<\  his  cuj^oty.  *As  he  had  row  by 
I4u'pr<?rcncc9  in,?rati2fted  himself  in^ociiecm  as  d  credit  fltjce 
Ml   Rotffick's  d-aiii    lie  vvm  aficstfi^d  a  Cttjtaia  ia  L&iii 
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«<  And  when  the  fame  {viz.  accounts  andteftimonici} 
are  gathered  and  put  in  fome  drefs  and  order,  whkh  wbs 
cannot  do  as  is  requifite  under  our  many  difadvantagesy 
but  muft  devolve  the  fame  upon  your  induftry.  (iatf 
bccaufe  we  intend  to  commence  it  from  the  beginning 
of  this  tyranny,  we  (hall  endeavour  in  the  firft  ^ce  to 
difpatcfa  what  relates  to  the  time  before  Bothw^lj  witb- 
the  teftimonies  in  Naphtali,  whereof  much  muft  be  r^* 
ferred  to  your  knowledge  ;  then  we  are  to  fend  the  fame 
to  y0U|  diereby  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  polifliifigy 
printing  and  publiihing  the  fame. 

**  Sir,  This  is  a  great  charge  we  lay  upon  you,  both 
troublefome  and  expenfive ;  and  would  not  have  the 
confidence  toimpofe  it,  were  it  not  from  neceffity  of  the 
work,  which  wc  cannot  otherwife  get  done,  and  embol- 
dened by  your  chearful  undertaking  of,  and  inftigating 
thereunto  with  encouraging  promifes  of  improving  your 
interefl  among  friends  with  you,  to  defray  the  expences 
thereof,  which  if  lent,  we  hope  will  not  be  loft. 

«  And  to  the  end.  fo  neceilary  a  work  may  be  the 
better  effe£hiated,  and  to  have  all  who  own  the  teftimo* 
ny  of  the  day  of  one  mind  in  the  Lord,  working  with 
one  hand,  and  lifting  with  one  fhoulder.  It  is  our  ear- 
neft  deflre,  that  what  differences  (to  us  matter  of  {qT' 
row)  are  betwixt  you  and  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, m^y  be  chriftianly  removed,  and  onenefs  in  truth 
and  duty  obtained,  at  leaft  fo  far  as.  to  concur *in  cx- 
peding  of  this  work,  for  he  may  be  ferviceable  .to  you 
therein.  We  have  written  to  him  about  the  fame,  we 
defirc  you  may  do  the  like  in  a  friendly  manner^  £5*^," 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 


In  May  following  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  returned  an 
anfwer  to  the  General  Meeting's  two  lall  letters  to  him  % 
the  tenor  whereof  follows. 


Worthy  Friends^ 

AS  the  fufferings  of  Chrifr  r»bcutid  in  you,  fo  tli(? 
God  of  comfort,  even  the  confolation  of  llraf  1, 
make  your  confolation  alfo  to  abound  by  Chrift  Jeius. 
Zion's  lofs,  and  the  lofs  of  the  poor  remnant  cajmoc 
vrcil  beexpreft*)  folcoufefsat  prefcnt  I  am  neceiCtated 

nbf 
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li§l^4f»-«i6ntion  it.  It  is  like  it  will  be  as  profitable  for 
{KXh^iMi'stnd  me  to  hold  it  up  before  him  that  comfort-^ 
eih.tiitflfc  that  ore  caft  down^  as  to  attempt  to  hold  it  out 

i*  Iii-fttviVrer  to  yours  of  the  date  Dec,  fth^  1687^  Asi 
WtskjhomZ'Comiv^y  I  finding  both  your  indiilin<^e& 
iti  i^^  asid'  friends  here  their  diftintftnels  as  to  my  ftayiugji, 
r.!i  ftlfe^  the  Lord  Teems  both  by  his  difpenfations  and  a^^ 
therwife  to  eall  me  to  fit  ft  ill,  though  he  knows,  ho^ir, 
lam  ftill  with  you. 

As  for  Mr.  Douglafs^  when  I  confider  his  formci?. 
ififfcarriages  at  home  and  abroad,  his  foul  deferting  of^^ 
and  lenglying  bye  £-om  the  work  of  the  Lord,  hi^  not 
f omiBg  out  to  help  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty,  it 
givas  me.  great  impre^Iions  that  he  iliall  not  be  much. 
fof^T  temptation,'  neither  that  the  Lord  has  much  furi* 
tfcrr  work,  if  any  for  him,  in  his  vineyard. 
-  ■>' As  ^ib,  I  think  the  Lord  is  calling  you  to  w^  ^iTm 
cumfpe^Uy  in  that  particular,  his  fo  figfially  partiogyoiifc 
ftad  hmi„  requires  no  lefs  diftinAnefs  and  clearnds  ia 
defiiig  and  joining  with  him  again,  which  feems.  as  yet 
to  be  h4d  from  my  eyes. 

"As  to  your  fecond  letter  written  ^c^^i  7i^,  i688* 
Atkd  firft,  as  to  Mr*  Boyd,  as  bo^h  his  perfon^i  qualiiv* 
.cations  as  a  Chriftian,  or  minifterial  as  au  ofilcer,  are  fo 
Gttle  fatisfying,  and  that  both  firft  ancl  laft  difcoveretf 
by  his  tra^'of  carnage  aitd  managementf  that  I  durjQ: 
not  for  my  own  port  either  have  had  si  hand  in  licenfing^ 
nor  now  in  the  leaft,  of  calling  or  ownix^  him  :  and  fSf* 
mongft  other  things  this  I  have  marked,  that  whatever 
drawing  there  has  been  to  Iiale  him  in,  it  has  been  but 
as  the  trailing  of  one  backward,  he  ftill  fettin^  his  back 
on  the  work  and  workers,  as  thefe  Ezek4  viii^  t6- 

As  for  his  leeming  yieldings  and  diftinftioHs  lit  the 
laft  meeting,  they,  are  but  attick  to  get  footing  amotigft 
■you  I  now  when  Great  Renwick  is  out  of  the  way>  >yho 
he  found  would  ftand  in  the  way  of  his  defig^Sj  who 
neither  could  uur  would  while  Uive,  engage  or  join  wiih 
him  *. 

T  t  ;But 

}  .'     . 

-•  Howjafttliefe  fenf4»rj*o?s  coacerpir^  .M*"-  Boyd  wcre^  as 

olGo  t^ow  (rue  the  report  uras  tha;  he  ha4  ;» ,recommeDdanoa^C4r 

td&ificate   from  feme  of  the  Lx  mirtifters,  in  crdcr  to  obialiTa 

^pfbce,  nnifl  be  left  «»ih  rite  Reader  vk»  as  ae^iMtM  trktltitf 
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But  farther  J  I  fear  it  may  be  a  too',  vifible  tcmpfiif 
ef  the  Lord,  to  meddle  with  him  before  he  be'clearcdy 
at  leaft  of  his  licenfing ;  and  why  not  call  him  to  fend  <h 
ver  a  letter  to  the  minifters  ot  Groningen  to  delirei^to 
me  Qt  to 'any  intrufted^  sm  account  thereof,  wkh  a  dou- 
ble of  his  paper,  which  he  fays  he  gave  unto  thc««t 
his  principles  and  refolution  )  I  &aU  only  add  6xit 
word^  Ifa»  xxviii.  i6.  He  that  believetb  Jbdl  not  m^i 

As  for  your  feriou*  and  hearty  defire,  *«  that  thedtf- 
•«  fierences  betwixt  John  Haddow  and  me  might  be  chrif- 
tianly  removed,  and  an  onenefs  in  the  Lord  obtained.** 
I  acknowledge  your  fuit  hath  no  little  weight  with  rae  ; 
fo  that  if  my  diUatisfaAion  was  grounded  upon  any  per' 
fonal  interei):^  I  afliire  ylDU  there  ihould  be  no  ftop  in  it : 
■But  as  it  is  fpunded  upon  what  he  hath  done  and  is  do- 
ing, both  againfl  what  he  feems  to  profefs,  and  i»  his 
diity  to  own,  I  cannot  fee  for  the  pre&nt  how  an  oneneTi 
hi  the  Lord  can  be  obtained ;  and  for  mine  own  part  V 
muft  fay  it,  I  never  found  his  praftice  favour  of  piety  or 
nprightneis,  neither  his  judgment  of  ftraightnels  \  and 
fo  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  win  to  a  confent  that  d- 
her  the  fhould  be  intrufted  or  employed  in  fo  materisd, 
•weighty  and  concerning  a  bufinefs,  and  far  lefs  to  a  de- 
livering to  him  any  papers  with  me,  that  might  contri- 
bute to  the  promoval  of  a  defign,  which  othcrwife  I  look 
upon  as  a  moft  aoMe  and  neceffary  defign.    For,  befidcs 
that  I  have  no  ground  to  confide  in  him,  but  the  contra- 
ry j  fo  I  look  upon  him  as  every  way  incapable  for  fuch 
a  work,  and  not  without  ground  to  fufpeft  that  his 
:cjiarges  muft  flow  from  a  fe^ar ian  cheft,  and  its  ftile,  if 
not  more,  ixom,  a  fc<ltarian  brain,  Fergufon,  or  fuch 
like. 

•  And  therefore,  as  I  defire  to  conftraft  of  this-  your 
motion  as  flowing  rather  from  zeal  and-tendcrnefs,  than 
any  biafled  defign  v  fol  hope  you  wifl  conftruft  no  worfe 
of  me,  and  will  take  in  good  part  my  freedom  with  you 
'in  this  and  other  partkufars  v  for  though  I  be  charged 
by  fome  of  flattery  towards  you,  and  of  paflion  and  prc- 
:judice  toward  antagonifts,  yet  the  Lord  is  my  witnefs, 
how  I  have  talked  betwixt  both,  not  as  pleafing  men, 
but  -(fo  far  as  weaknefs  and.  infirmity  will  allow)  iettiqg 
the  glory  of  God  before  mine  eyes,  and  in  this  way  I  • 
have  found,  and  am  finding  much  peace,  fo  that  I  dsdtr 
not  change  my  old  way  wd  method  for  an  ieeming  a4^ 

xanta^c 
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v:ilitt|e.     But  I  hope  I  fball  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more 
of  this-  particular  when  I  meet  with  our  dear  friend  Mr. ' 
Alejunder. 

As  to  your  defire  anent  him  arid  Mr.  Thomas,  as  it  is 
weighty  in  itfelf,  (bciug  one  of  the  greateft  matters  to' 
me  in  the  world)  fo  it  js  not  a  little  weighty  as  to  my 
maoagcmcntof  it  ;  for  I  find  that  to  make  a  motion  of 
it  here,  were  to  flop  it  5  and  therefore,  as  I  doubt 
not  but  ye  will  feek  it  to  hold  it  up  amongft  all  of  you 
before  the  throne  continually,  for  light,  counfel  and 
affiftance,  according  to  Mat.  ix.  38^  fo  it  is  my  earned 
requeft  that  ye  may  endeavour  fecrefy  therein,  for  if  it 
come  amongft  antagonift*,  there  is  little  hope  of  fuc- 
ccfs. 

As  to  fome  particulars  which  I  humbly  judge  will  be  ' 
jrcquifite  as  to  the  carrying  it  on,  I  have  lent  in  a  line  to 
3Mt,  Alexander  ^  and  though  I  cannot  be  pofitive  to  fay, 
either  that  I  can  do  it,  or  where,  yet  I  think  it  v/ill  be 
eitpedient  that  you  immediately  fend  over  Mr.  Alexan- 
der with  a  commiflion  to  Mr.  Lining  to  fet  about  the 
trial  of  it*.  And  for  me,  Iftiallnot  be  wanting  in  it. 
I  fay  again,  fecrefy  both  here  and  at  home  is  abfolutely 
neccflary. 

You  kt  then  what  way  the  Lord  is  taking  with  you, 
training  us  in  every  ftep,  to  live  by  faith.  Be  not  dif* 
couraged.  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  pall  befeen*  Let  us 
but  follow,  and  not  run  before  him,  and  he  will  provide. 
That  place  Plalm  Ixviii.  17, — 24.  at  this  time  has  been 
fwecttofome.  There  has  been  a  tempting  of  God  iii 
the  hearts  of  many,  and  a  luRing  after  minifters  j  they 
alked  meat  for  their  lull,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  18.  but  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  as  he  has  given  them  in  his  anger,  fo  he 
will  tiike  them  away  in  his  wrath  5  and  fuch  beacons  ar^ 
fiirely  no;  lot  up  to  us  for  nonght.  It  is  true,  when  we 
fee  the  Lord  fending  out,  and  fitting  faithful  labourers, 
we  are  to  meet  and  embrace  them,  biit  till  then  we  are^ 
to  ttand  ilill,  for  the  Lord  will  have  his  officers  both  of 
T  t  ^  hi^ 

♦  Mr,  Alexander  Shields  dM  not  go»  and  Mr.  Lining  was 
^prdai^e  I  before  the  Icitcrs  which  Wtrc  fcni  by  the  next  meet- 
ioR  ai r'lVfd.  How  clear  views  Mr.  (lamilton  had  of  the  things 
and  pirfonf  fpokdn  of  in  this  letter,  was  evident  to  manyafter* 
Vir<1,  who  at  rhat  time  took  hnt  little  notice  of  is  or  were  dif** 
(Juiified  with  it.  And  choagh  Michael  Shields  doth  not  men- 
tic'O.it^.ADd  ittcxdX  other  of  Mr.  HatD-ltoaVlett^rt,  v^t  htv\t\^ 
Vie  orrginalk  written  vnth  his  own  h<(nd,  it  was  \hOM^  \  ^o^4  ^^"^ 
iakHturcm,  forthcR(ndcr*$  fauafaaivD* 


^J2   Mr.  RiihertHdmiltoi! shelter^  ^t. 

\i\%  own  choofing  and  IcTying^  aiul  only  to  ton  oabji 
commiilion,  liis  errands  and  work.  And  as  I  think,, 
this  b  the  fnreft,  and  fafeft  every  way,  for  folk  now  i- 
days,  are  ill  to  ken,  and  it  is  not  every  one  that'tlie 
Xord  will  now  employ. 

I  ihall  only  add  a  word  as  to  Mr.  Linbg,  his  ^y, 
and  tendernefs,  fince  ever  I  knew  him,  w;i9  never  fui« 
pedted  by  me,  though  I  ever  judged  that  a  more  pubik, 
conftant,  rcfolute,  bold  and  valiant  fpirit  was  requifite 
in  him,  for  the  work  of  our  day ;  but  knowing  that  thU 
was  his  own  burden  and  exerciie,  and  that  you  have  had 
fome  times  experience  of  him  iince  his  parting  from  me, 
gives  me  the  more  freedom  to  aft  therein  on  your  dc- 
mands. 
.  \^  Now  wcMTthy  friends,  look  to  the  Lord  himfelf  for 
Tour  dire£tion,  upholding,  encouragement,  and  upmak-* 
ing,  for  come  what  will,  it  (hall  be  well  with  the  righ- 
teous, and  all  {ball  end  in  a  public  teftimony  of  divine 
favour  to  thefe  who  wait  upon  the  Lord.  Tliough  he 
ihould  ihake  heaven  and  earth,  yet  he  will  be  the  hope 
of  his  people,  and  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael. 

I  hope  ye  will  not  forget  me  ;  thus  commending  yoa 
to  the  word  of  his  grace,  I  am, 

Worthy  friends^  your  tindouhtti  ani 
fympathifmg  friend  in  the  Lord^ 


May  7/A,  1688. 


ROBERT  HAMILTON. 


^  It  was  likewife  refolved  by  the  Meeting  that  a  Letter 
ffiould  be  written  to  Mr.  Alexander  Cameron  (brother 
to  Mr.  Richard)  then  at  Utrecht,  and  another  to  Mr, 
John  Nifbet,  then  alfo  there,  which  were  both  drawn 
up  and.fcnt  reprefenting  our  low  and  deftitnte  condition, 
the  great  defire  to  have  the  gofpel  preached  to  us,  and 
{hewing  that  our  intereft  in  them  induced  us  to  defire  to 
know  what  help  we  might  expeft  from  them. 
The  fum  of  the  Letter  to  Mr.  Cameron  follows. 

Reverend  Sir^  beloved  in  the  I.ordj 

WE  may  fay  in  our  cafe,  is  it  nothing  to  aU  yoa  that 
pafs  by?  behold  and  fee  ^  if  there  be  any  forrotQ  lAi 
unto  ourforrovj^  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  affliBtd  us  i» 
ibc  day  of  his  Jierc€  anger ^  &c.  We  are  hunted,,  cradle 

per- 
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McfccnCed)  killed  all  the  day  long,  and  counted  as  fheef^ 
for  tho  flaughter,  yet  without  pity,  and  tnftead  of  fym- 

Satby  trhich  we  might  eitpeft  from  all  fpedbfors,  and 
emand  of  all  concerned  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift ;  we  are 
filled  with  contempt  and  fcorn  and  reproach,  not  only 
from  the  proud,  but  from  friends  at  eafe,  and  with  the 
fAmc  contempt  and  contradiftion,  in  the  fame  words 
»fid  arguments,  and  from  the  fame  grounds  from  the 
hulk  and  body  of  profeffed  friends,  that  we  meet  with 
from  all  the  Atheifls,  Papifts  and  malignants  in  the  ge- 
neration.    And  it  were  the  more  fupportable  if  thia  opU 
pofitioa  were  only  levelled  at  us ; — but  it  is  our  caufe  and 
teftimony.  that  is  the  mark  that  all  their  arrows  from  all 
airths  fhoot  at,    which  we  are  perfuadcd  cannot  but 
wound  and  wrong  the  declarative  glory  of  Jehovah,  and 
his  Chrift  :   For  we  know  of  nothing  that  we  contend 
and  fuffer  for,  that  is  not  founded  upon,  and  confonant 
10  the  law  and  the  teftimony,  the  Avritten  word  of  God, 
and  the  conftantly  confefled,  and  recorded  principles  of 
the  reformed  and  covenanted  church  of  Scotland,  in  its 
doctrine,  worfliip,   difcipline  and  government,    againfl: 
Popery,    Prelacy, '  Eraftianifm,   Seftarlanifm,    tyranny, 
and  all  union,  and  communion  with,    and  toleration 
given,  or  taken  to,  or  from  the  men  of  thcfe.  abjured 
courfes.     And  we  feparate  from  nothing,  and  from  none 
upon  the  account  of  any  thing  that  is  not  condemned, 
and  commanded  to  be  withdrawn  from,  by  the  a£ls  and 
conftitutions  of  this  covenanted  church  in  her  beft  and 
pureft  times. 

Among  all  the  calumnies  c.aft  upon  us  there  is  none 
more  grievous  than  that  odious  one,  that  we  have  caft 
off  all  the  minifters  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  which  is 
more  weighty  now,  when  by  this  late  lamentable  ftroke 
of  ho^y  providence,  we  are  deprived-  of  all  our  aftual  or- 
dained minifters,  that  ventured  upon  all  hazards,  to  de^ 
clare  to  us  faithfully  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  and  con-» 
cnrredwith  us  in  our  teftimony.  Of  this  charge  we 
think,  not  only  what  is  faid  in  our  Informatory  Vindica^ 
tion  doth  fufficiently  exoner  us,  but  alfo  our  pra^lice  iii 
feeking  out,  calling  and  hearing  all  minifters,  qualified 
as  the  word  of  God,  and  conftitutions  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  require  them  to  be,  cloathed  ,with  Chrift's  or« 
derly  commiiiion,  free  of  fcandals,  mihifterial  and  per« 
»•  fonal>  free  of  errors,  defeftions  and  compliances,  and 
dUchargiag  their  cowiniiffipn  faithfully.    This  in  fame 
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mea/bre  wc  have  eflfayed,  fpeaking  to  fotne,  writing  to 
ethers,  and  we  rcfolvc  there  Ihall  be  none  in  the  nation, 
or  out  of  it,  belonging  to  it,  adhering  to,  and  alTerting . 
Prcfbyterian  covenanted  principles,  fo  (jtialificd  as  ^'^; 
ha^c  deciarcd,  and  as  all  will  grant  miniftcrs  ought  to  be,  j^ 
and  willing  to  preach  the  everlaOing  gofpel  among  us, 
but  we  fliill  fcarch  for  liim,  treat  with  him,  invite  and  \ 
call  him  to  declare  to  us  all  the  counfel  of  Godp  KtA 
wc  hope  this  fliall  not  be  altogether  fruitlefs  ^ith  thofo, 
that  are  not  implicitly  prejudiced  againfl  cs,  and  arc  iiot| 
altogether  unwilling  to  venture  upon  the  difficulties  ot 
0ur  lot ;  We  confcfs  there  arc  many  difcouragements  toj 
deter  from  concurring  with  us— any  whom  the  fimpk^ 
■  fenfe  of  duty j  fympathy  with  our  cafe,  and  zeal  for  the 
caufe  will  not  drive  out  to  us.  But  we  hope  the  Lordly 
irill  hear  our  cries  for  faithful  minlflrers,  and  when  tha 
poor  antt  needy  feek  water,  and  their  tongue  faileth  foTj 
'  tbirllj  he  will  not  forfake  nor  dift^ppoiiu  the  expeOatioJii 
of  a  deftitute  people, 

We  cannot  indeed,  in  our  prefent  clr cnmftances,  joiA, 
with,  or  partake  of  ordinances  front  any  mlnifter  that 
cither  hath  addreffed  for,  or  accepted  of,  or  doth  im-_ 
prove  thfa  toleration^  in  obedience,  to^i  or  otfervanof  pf 
the  eoiuft'm(:H}ifications^  j^rj^cj^^^  feoncei^.. 

ity'^prtthii>iit  ^^Itnefs  agai^ft  If,  even  though  he  be  not .. 
fixed  in  a  particular  j^ace :"  But'wc  rcfiild  not.  to  call  . 
andhcar  any  miaifters  that  are  free  of  all  thefe  degrees  oi^, 
acceflSon  to  it.*    And  can  dear  himfelf  of,  and  relin^v, 
quifh  that  and  all  other  defefiions,  and  compliances  ia 
^tzf  day,  albeit  he  hath  not  yet^  or  is  not  able  to  preach  - 
in  the  fields, 

In  this  manner  of  fimplicity  and  Ingenuity,  we  ufe 
not  to  hide,  cover  or  cloak,    but  freely  difcover  oui* 
principles  and  praftice  to  all,  expefting  fome  at^  leaft, 
will  be  fo  free  and  faithful  as  either  to  approve  or  (hew 
the  grounds  of  their  difapproving  and  condemning  qur 
way ;  but  wc  have  this  ingredient  in  our  forrows,  as,bit«  ; 
ter  as  ahyi  itkat  though  all  cry  out  againft  us,,  and  con«  :. 
demn-  iis,  as  following  an  etroneous  courfe  \  yet  nqn©  . 
will  take  the  pains,  by  word  or  write,  to  admonifh  or- 
inftrtift  us,  how  or  wherein  we  err.     Yea  though  wo..: 
haie  teiit  to  many  minifters,  both  the  Vinidication,  ;md, 
the  Teftimony  againft  the  tblcration,  (which  you  majf.t 
fee  from  John  Haddow)  fomfe  would  not,  look  upon  tte,  • 
Viadication,  and  none  wHI  fhcw  ias  their  mind  ot  either. 
.    "-  .Sift' 


Mr. '  Alexander  Cameron.  53^* 

'  Sii*,  we  expeft  more  of  you,  in  whom  we  claim  more  . 
then  a  common  interefl  and  plead  a  nearer  relation  and 
refpeA,  both  on  account  of  your  faithful  and  famous  bro«  • 
ther,  a  renowned  minifter  and  martyr  of  JefusChrift^who 
owned  and  fealed  with  his  blood  thefe  truths  we  contend 
and  fuffer  for ;  and  who  had  great  hopes  of  you  that  the  ■ 
Lord  would  engage  and  fpirit  you  to  own  the  fame :  ,and 
upon  your  own  account,  for  the  iavoury  report  we  have, . 
of  the  Lord's  grace  conferred  upon  you,  fitting  you  for 
his  fervice  in  the  work  of  the  golpcl :  and  for.  that  we 
.  know  you  were  once  with  us,  and  we  hope  that  when, 
you  (hall  make  a  nearer  enquiry  into  our  way^  you  fiiall 
Hot  be  for  from  us  now. 

However  our  love  to  you,  and  confidence  in  your  can-  . 
dor  doth  oblige  and  embolden  us  to  take  the  freedooa  to 
let  you  know  how  you  liave  difpleafed  and  difcouraged  us 
jpuiing  with  that  Affociation  party,  in  a  conjua^^kni 
wkh  fome,  who  were  your  brother!s  murderers  (at  Icaft 
had  a  great  acceffion  to  it)  and  betrayers  of  the  canfe; 
and  that  you  have  ib  long  flood  at  fuch  a  diftance  b<3asL 
US, — withdrawing  your  countenance  and  correfpondence 
in  our  darknefs  and  diftrefe. 

We  pray  you,  take  more  cognizance  of  our  cafe,  and 
infpeftion  into  pur  caufe ;  and  fignify  your  mind  unto  us, 
wherein  you  fee  us  right  or  wrong  ;  and  do  us  the  fa- 
vour to  let  us  know  what  we  may  expeft  of  your  con- 
currence, which  we  earneftly  defire,  pray  for,  long  for, 
and  are  ambitious  o£  , 

In  expectation  of  your  anfwer,  commending  you  ti^ 
the  care,  keeping,  and  conduft  of  the  great  Sheph^d, 
the  Rock  of  Ifrael,  We  reft,  ^c. 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS- 


To  this  letter  Mr.  Cameron  returned  anfwer  in  a 
Letter  direftcd  to  Michael  Shields,  wherein  he  (heweil 
fympathy,  and  ingenuity  in  telling  that  the  Societies  and 
he  had  not  the  fame  light  in  feveml  things  in  their  ■ 
Teffimony  againft  the  toleration,  and  therefore  he  faw 
not'  how  he  could  be  fcrviceable  to  them  ;  and  delayed 
to  give  any  anfwer  with  rcfpeft  to  his  joining  with  Ar-  ' 
gyle  and  his  Affociation,  until,  he  came  home,  which 
would  be  about  the  beginning  .of  winter* 
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The  Letter  to  Mr.  Nifbct  was  near  the  fame  in  fi4- 
fbmce  with  the  above,  to  which,  fo  £ar  as  I  remember, 
he  returned  no  anfwer. 

It  was  further  refolvcd  by  the  Meeting  that  the  hll 
Thurfday  of  March  fhould  be  obferved  by  all  our  So- 
cieties, for  prayer,  humiliation  and  faffing,  upon  account 
of  the  great  ftrokc  we  met  with,  in  being  deprived  of 
two  faithful  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and..ai{b,  for  our 
fccurity  and  ftupidity  under  all  our  ftrokes. 

It  was  in  like  manner  refolved  that  the  firft  Thurfday 
of  May,  &ould  be  kept,  and  fpent  by  our  Societies  in 
camefi  cries  unto  the  Lord,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Boyd,  that 
he  may  be  fent  forth  to  the  work  of  the  xniniftry,  and 
fpirited  for  the  work  of  the  day,  and  may  be  faithful  and 
valiant  in  profecuting  the  Teftimony,  as  it  was  left  by 
the  witncffes  of  Chrift  now  removed. 

And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  General  Meeting 
fliould  meet  at  Lothtrs  upon  the  firft  Thurfday  of  |unc 

Sometime  after  this  Meeting  Mr.  Shields  with  othen 
being  met  together  after  deliberation,  it  was  thonght  fit 
that  the. Societies  fhould  be  defired  to  obferve  a  day  for 
prayer  in  behalf  of  Mr.  "^rhomas  Lining  ;  the  time  being 
i^ointed  and  the  caufes  drawn  up,  the  Societies  were 
acquainted  therewith,  as  foUoweth. 

The  laft  Thurfday  of  May  was  agreed  upon  to  be  kept 
by  our  Societies,  a  day  of  prayer  to  the  Lord,  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fit  and  furmfli,  and  fpirit 
Thomas  Lining  for  the  great  work  of  the  hiiniftry  :  And 
that  a  door  might  be  opened  for  a  lawful,  cleanly,  and 
^pproven  ordination,  and  that  he  might  come  home  to 
us  with  the  Lord's  bleffing,  and  be  a  faithful  and  fruit- 
ful labourer  in  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

According  as  it  was  appointed  by  the  laft  Meeting, 
our  General  Meeting  conveened  at  the  Loihers  upon  the 
7th  day  of  June. — After  prayer,  and  modelling  of  the 
Meeting, 

It  was  refolved  by  them  that  all  our  Societies  lay  ont 
themfelves  in  their  refpe^live  bownds,  to  colleft  moncyi 
according  to  their  ability  for  helping  to  relieve  fomcof 
our  brethren  under  bondage  and  flavcry  in  BarbaJos. 
And  that  they  (houkl  lend  what  they  got  collected,  to 
Edinburgh — Accordingly  after  this  Meeting  fome  mo- 
ij^cy  for  the  forefaid  ends  \  and  tho  perfons  in  bon  J?.pe 

(who 
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(who  were  laft  baniflied)  were  relieved  thereby,  as  fhall 
b^  ihown  aftpr^vard. 

This  day  i4iere  was  little  other  thing  done,  in  regard 
of  news  which  came  to  it  that  Mr.  David  Houfton  (who 
was  taken  in  January  before,  had  been  kept  long  in  clofe 
prifon,  and  badly  ufed)  was  brought  prifoner  out  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  be  carried  prifoner  to  Edinburgh,  where 
it  was  feared  they  would  take  away  his  life. 

This  being  known,  excited  the  Meeting  to  think  upon 
a  way  to  relieve  him  from  thefe  bloody  murderers. — 
Whereupon  fomc  flayed  together  feveral  days,  and  o- 
thers  went  to  acquaint  their  friends  about  it,  that  they 
might  be  in  readinefs  to  aflift  in  the  refcue.  But  he  did 
not  come  at  the  time  he  was  expedtcd ;  Ncvcrthelcfs  fome 
few  days  thereafter,  he  was  relieved  at  Carhelpathy  where 
Ibme  foldiers  were  killed. 

This  a£lion  of  refcuing  Mr.  David,  was  diverfely  talk- 
ed of,  fome  condemning  it,  others  approving  the  fame. 
But  albeit  Mr.  David  after  this,  was  difcovered,  not  on- 
ly to  be  ihort  in  his  naturals ;  but  alfo  fome  began  to  be 
jealous  thnt  there  was  too  much  ground  for  fome  of 
thefe  things  he  was  charged  with*.  And  likewife  that 
fince,  the  Societies  have  difcountpnanced  him  \  yet  con- 
fidering  under  what  notion  they  looked  upon  him  then, 
not  only  as  a  faithful  minifter,  but  a  zealous  fufferer  for 
the  teftimony  of  Chrift,  ind  as  one  drawn  unto  death, 
and  perfecuted  innocently  by  advcrfaries,  as  they  thought 
themfelves  obliged  in  point  of  duty  to  endeavour  his  re- 
fcue, fo  they  cannot  be  juftly  blamed  for  the  fame. 
■  Upon  the  9th  day  of  June,  many  of  thefe  fent  to  this 
General  Meeting  (who  had  not  gone  home,  but  were 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  Mr.  David,  as  is  faid)  and 
fome  others  did  meet  together  near  Cog^s-head^  where 
by  them  after  deliberation,  fome  things  were  concluded 
oil. 

U  u  It 

*  Some  old  accoaots  (hew  that  by  bad  ofage  10  prifon,  and 
the  hurt  he  received  vhcn  he  was  relieved,  his  feet  being  bound 
tjndcr  thehories  belly,  in  the  fcufHe  he  fell,  and  his  head  trailed 
foraeiime  on  the  ground,  before  he  could  be  relieved,  by  reafon 
of  which^  he  Joft  his  teeth,  and  cenfequently  diftinaneft  of 
fpeech  :  But  chiefly  as  he  (hewed  publicly  his  difTitisfadioo  with 
the  meafurcs  that  a'ler  ihorily  were  follen  upon,  viz.  fupplicaung 
the  Conveotionof  Eftates.  railing  of  Angus's  regiment,  conjunct 
tion  with  t^s  ministers,  ifc.  thefe  caufid  his  brethren  to  iUght 
hioi,  and  many  of  the  people  foliowed  thtir  example,  which 
much  dtfcouraged  the  gioi  old  man,  he  wcut  to  \Tt\%tA  ^xA 
hyed  M  few  years,  tfldtiied  there. 
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It  was  refolved  that  a  Letter  Teftimonial,  and  Re- 
commendation Ihould  be  written,  fubfcribed,  and  fcnt 

to  Thomas  Lining  then  at  — (in  the  Netherlands) 

in  order  to  his  obtaining  of  ordination.: — Accordingly  it- 
was  drawn  up.  But  (lb  far  as  I  remember)  he  was  or- 
dained before  it  came  to  his  handir—  A  Copy  of  whidi 
follows. 

To  our  much  reJ^eBei^  and  dearly  beloved  Brother^  Mr. 
Thomas  Lining. 

THE  Unanimous  Call,  and  carneft  invitation  of  fomr 
Sele<^  Societies  in  the  Southern  Shires  of  Scotland, 
fufFcring  for  the  ancient  Teftimony  i*  united  in  the  ap- 
proven  Confeffion,  and  adhering  to  the  Covenanted 
Reform ition  of  this  reformed  church,  for  his  obtain- 

'  mg  and  exerciiing  the  office  of  preaching  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  among  us  ;  with  an 
humble  Addrefs,  and  earneft  fupplication  to  all  the 
godly  and  faithful  miniAers  of  ChrifV,.  to  whom  he 
may  apply  himfetf  for  that  effect,  that  thpy  may  con- 
fer upon  him,  and  confirm  him  in  the  full  power  of 
the  minifterial  office. 

WE  Underfubfcnbcrs  in  the  nanre,  at  the  defirc, 
and  with  the  confemt  of  all  the  fuffcring  Soci- 
eties in  the  Southern  fhires  of  Scotland,  met  tagcthtr 
at  our  General  Correfpondcrhce  at  the  CogA-htad^  ^tli 

of  March,  1688. Confidcring,   and  with  regret  re- 

flefting  upon  our  deplorabTe,  and  almoin  dcfolatc  ami 
defperate-like  cafe,  ftUl  more  decaying  and  declining  to 
the  worfe  (under  the  indignation  of  our  hely  God,  pii« 
nifliing  us  for  our  own,  and  our  fathers  backflidings 
falling  from  firft  love,  breach  of  covenant,  niifaithfiil- 
nefs  under  many  wonders  of  mercic?*  and  gofpel  privl* 
leges)  how  now  after  all  our  fad  fufterii>gs  and  perfccu- 
tions  unto  bonds,  banifliments  and  blood,  and  mimy 
weary  wanderings  in  extremity  of  hazard  and  hardiliip, 
we  have  fuftained  from  a  poplfh,  prelatical,  and  malignuDt 
faftion,  for  profefling  and  confciling  an  adherence  unto 
the  covejianted  Doctrine,  Worfhtp,  Difciplinc  and  Go- 
vernment of  this  reformed  chitreh,  by  them  overturned  : 
Yea,  and  now  when  all  others  are  at  eafo  under  the  flra- 
dow  and  protecftion  of  the  prefent  toleration,  offered  un- 
to, and  accepted  by  men  of  all  pcKfuafions,  011  tonus  J^- 

ftructiw 


A 'Letterfrom  the  Genial  Meeting^\^^,  .355 

ifcrtiftire  to,  cverfive  of,  ^nd  incoiififtedt  with  the  con* 
ftant  Tcftimony  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  the  U* 
bertiesj  laws,  conflitutions,  and  covenants  both,  of  the 
church  and  nation  (which  bec?ivife  we  arc  excluded  from, 
and  dare  not  partake  of)  we  are  not  onlj  killed  all  the 
day  long,  and  counted  as  fl^eep  for  the  daughter,  but^ 
^inftead  of  iympathy  that  fuJferers  might  expect  in  fuck 
a  cafe)  exceedingly  iilled  with  contempt,  with  the  fcorn 
•of  them  that  are  at  eafe,  and  with  the  contempt  of  the 
proud.  And  which  is  more  infupportable  than  all  bur- 
dens, we  are  in  great  meafure  reduced  to  a  famine  of 
the  faithfully  preached  gofpel,  being  by  men'is  violence 
cf  late  deprived  of  two  faithful  minifters,  the  one  a  now 
glorified  martyr,  the  other  a  confeffor  yet  in  bonds, 
whereby  the  ignorant  among  us  are  in  hazard  of  perifh- 
ing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  the  unftable  in  danger  of  fe* 
dluAion,  through  abounding  errors  crept  in  at  the  gate 
of  this  toleration,  the  doubtful  in  danger  of  defperats 
Jialting,  the  mourners  in  danger  of  difcouragement,  and 
the  poor  and  needy  of  ftarving  in  hunger  after  the  bread 
of  life,  which,  they  have  none  to  break  unto  them : 
And  the  teftimony  for  the  prerogatives  of  our  head,  and 
king,  and  privileges  of  his  kingdom  againft  all  encroach* 
ment  made  thereon,  hitherto  propagated,  like  to  be 
liuried  in  oblivion,  while  there  is  no  ftandard  bearer  va« 
liant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth. 

Upon  thefe  accounts,  in  this  preffing  neceflity  of  dan* 
jger  and  diftrefs,  feeing  through  the  mjury  of  the  times, 
perfecutions  and  iniquity  of  its  defeftions,  we  can  have 
HO  accefs  to  provide  ourfelves  at  home  with  minifters, 
CKept  we  ftiall  fay  a  fiuful  confederacy  with  them  that 
fay  a  confederacy,  and  come  under  infnaring  obligations 
to  abandon  our  covenants,  caufe,  and  teftimony  of  Je* 
fas  Chrift,  in  a  furceafc  from  all  oppolition  to  the  open 
attempts  of  Antichriftian  enemies  to  introduce  Popery  in 
oiu-  land. 

We  can  no  longer  forbear  unanimoufly  to  call,  and  fe*. 
rioufly  to  invite  you,  our  much  refpefted,  and  dearly 
beloved  brother  Mi*.  Thomas  Lining,— much  longed  fof 
in  the  Lord,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  Poteftative  Mif- 
fion  unto  the  minilbry,  from  fuch  faithful  minifters  of 
the  gofpel  (holding  the  Head  ChrHl  and  the  founda^ 
tion  fure,  and  maintaining  the  univcrfal  teftimony  of 
Chriftians,  and  the  general  teftimony  of  Proteftants,  a- 
K&inft  the  greater  ^nl  lefler  Autichrift|  uot  to\\v:x<X\c- 
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tinff  ours;  nor  declimng  from  their  own  refovmationby 
dml&OTi  or  fchifm^  but  wreftUng  agaipft  comiptioDS 
not  yet  reformed)  as  after  trial  of  your  fufficiency/  fliall 
in  Chrift's  appointed  way  confer  the  fame  upon  you ) 
and  come  over  to  exercife  the  office  of  preaching  the 
everlafting  gofpel  of  Chrift,  to  declare  the  who}e  coonr 
fel  of  God,  and  aiTert,  and  maintain  the  teftimony  of 
Jefus  among  us :  which  we  have  the  more  confidence  to 
urge  and  obteft,  becaufe  you  being  fequefbrate  into  the 
ftudy  of  that  holy  calling,  at  our  defire  and  by  our  con- 
fent  and  fufirage  *,  as  we  have  heretofore  fent  you  our 
Letter  Jeflimonial,  which  here  we  confirm,  attefting 
after  long  acquaintance  the  fatisfying  evidences  you  have 
given  to  us  of  your  blamelefs,  Chriftian  and  exemplary 
converfation,  fervor  and  faithfulnefs  in  religion,  fottncL- 
nefs  and  ferioufnefs  in  the  principles,  profefiion,  and 
praftice  thereof  j  ftrongthening  the  hopes  we  have  con« 
ceived  of  your  qualifications  wherewith  the  Lord  hath 
fitted  you  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry  )  fo  havioj[  iiich 
a  peculiar  intereft  and  concern  in  you,  and  upon  many 
grounds  fatisfying  to  us,  fuch  an  efteem  of  you  as  de- 
tcrmines  us  to  choofe  and  call  you  for  our  minifler  when 
the  Lord  fliall  <:lothe  you  with  his  orderly  comn-.ifilion. 
We  have  therefore  folemnly  fet  time  apart,  with  faft- 
ing  and  humiliation,  to  pray  that  our  heavenly  Father, 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and  our  Head,  the  King  of  the 
church,  'the  Lord  of  the  harveft,  now  when  the  harveft 
is  great,  and  the  labourers  few,  may  fit,  furnifh,  fpirit 
and  fend  you  forth  among  us  to  labour  in  his  harveft.  An4 
in  the  believing  expeftation  of  an  anfwer  of  peace  in  this 
matter,  we  take  the  confidence  to  recommend  you  to 
the  reverend  Prefbytery  of  r- — — ,  humbly  befeeching, 
earneftly  requefting  and  obtefting  them  in  the  bowels  of 
Clirift,  that  in  fympathy  with  our  diftreffed  cafe  5  the 
fellow  members  of  the  lame  body  in  pity  to  theni  that 
are  hungering  after  the  gofpel,  in  their  love  to  their 
matter  Jefus  Chrift,  and  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  his 
kingdom,  and  continuation  of  his  teftimony,  now  like 
to  fall  here,  where  fometimes  it  was  difplaycd  with  pow- 
er and  glory,  they  may  by  the  power  they  have  received 
fi-Oflfi  Chrift,  after  trial,  ordain  you  a  minifter  of  the 
gofpel,  and  commit  unto  you,  and  confirm  you  in  the 
full  power  of  ^fpenfing  all  the  ordinances  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  .  ^  •? 
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In  iritneis  of  which,  our  unanimous  call  and  eamefl: 
requeft^  we  havje  appended  our  fubfcriptiojns,  fo  man/ 
as  we  thought  fufficient  to  gather,  ----r--  — 

It  was  alfo  refolved  by  the  meeting,  that  Colin  Ali- 
fon  fhould  go  to  Kintyre  to  defire  and  invite  Mr.  Da« 
rochtocometo  us,  in  order  to  have  a  conference  with 
hiiuii  and  to  bear  his  expences  by  the  way. 

Accordingly  Colin  and  James  Inglis  went  the  length 
of  Greenock,  but  hearing  he  was  gone  to  Ireland,  they 
returned. 

And  it  was  refolved,  that  the  laft  TJiurfday  of  June 
fhovXd  be  obferved  by  our  focieties  a  day  of  fafting  and 
prayer  unto  the  Lord  for  Mr.  David  Houftoun  \  and  in 
general^  for  the  lamentable  lofs  we  fuftained  by  being  de- 
brived  of  his  miniftry  ;  and  in  particular  that  our  petitir 
ens  be  accomodated  to  the  emergents  of  providence  with 
refpeA  to  his  being  relieved. 

It  was  alfo  ref6lved  that  the  laft  Thurfday  of  ^i/// 
ihould  be  obferved  by  our  focieties  a  day  of  fafting,  moun-, 
ning  and  humiliation  for  the  fad  want  of  the  exercile, 
and  the  right  exercife  pf  zeal  and  public  fpirit  for  Godp 
appearing  not  only, 

'  I/?,  In  our  deadnefs  under  gofpel-ordinances,  and  in- 
ditferency  under  the  want  of  th^m,  little  hunger  after 
them,  little  profiting  by  tl^em,  and  little  fenfe  of  both. 
But, 

2dlyf  In  our  great  inclination  to  backfliding  from,  and 
pot  putting  a  due  eftimation  on  the  matter  of  our  tcfti- 
mony,  nqt  being  concerned  to  contend  with  earncltncfs 
for  it,  and  the  carnal  paffionate  way  of  others  in  debas- 
ing with  thofe  we  difter  from. 

3rf/y,  Our  remiflhefs  and  fla^knefs  in  keeping  fccictic??, 
frivolous  excufes  to  fhift  them  ;  our  indifferent  way  ot 
performing  duties  in  them,  many  diforders  in  them,  and 
little  zeal  and  tendernefs  to  remove  them. 

4/A/y,  The  abounding  of  offences  among  us,  particu- 
larly the  rufliing  of  many  into  offeniive  courics  to  pro- 
cure marriage. 

$thly^  Together  with  the  juft  punifhment  of  our  many 
offences,  the  manifold  reproaches  caft  upon  the  way  and 
caufe  of  God,  that  ought  tohe;is  afword  in  onr  bones, 
and  that  they  are  caft  upon  us  not  only  from  encmic*, 
but  from  many  mi^ifters  and  profeflbir? ;  and  that  wo 
have  greater  I'cnfeofrcproacl:^  ongurfcivcs  v'l^vxu  oxv  vV^ 
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esofe  i  as  alfoy  that  many  are  vrcakened  aud  difcouraged 
in  duty,  or  fcarred  from  it  by  reproach. 

6thlyy  Chiefly  our  want  of  zeal  againft  Popery  ;  little 
indignation  againft,  or  fear  of  the  manifeft  appearances 
of  the  approach  and  eftablifliment  of  it  in  this  land,  and 
the  little  feriouswreftling  for  the  ruin  and  fall  of  Baby- 
lon, and  that  the  Lord  would  divide  and  overturn  the 
builders  and  fupporters  thereof,  which  is  a  necefiary 
duty  recommended  to  be  minded  at  all  times,  efpecialW 
on  this  day  of  faftiug. 

7/i&/y,  And  in  a  fpecial  manner,  tlie  little  extent  of 
our  zeal,  little  minding  the  dark  places  of  the  land,  lit- 
tle conccrnednefs  with  the  cafe  of  England  or  Ireland, 
though  they  be  in  the  fame  covenant  with  ourfdves ;    | 
little  fympathy  with  the  fuflferings  of  other  churches,    i 
as  France,  Hungary,  and  Piedmont ;    for  which  caufc    j 
we  are  julHy  puniflied  with  the  want  of  fympathy  from 
ail. 

It  was  in  like  manner  refolved  that  the  laft  Thurfday 
of  Auguft  fhould  be  obferved  by  all  our  focieties  a  day 
of  fafting  and  mourning  for  our  fad  {hort-4:oming  in  cn» 
fwering  our  profeffion  under  the  crofs,  appearing  by 
many  lamentable  evidences. 

i/?.  The  ignorance  of  many  in  focieties,  even  in  the 
fundamental  principles  of  religion,  with  the  little  pains 
they  take  to  inform  themfelves,  and  the  little  grief 
that  others  (hew  in  the  fenfe  of  it,  while  tliey  rather  in» 
fult  over  it  than  mourn  for  it. 

2^/v,  Our  idlenefs  and  trifling  away  our  time,  our  in. 
frequency  in  fecret  duties,  and  little  edifying  difcourfe 
with  others. 

3<Y/v,  Many  difcoveries  of  lightnefs,  loofenefs,  gaudi- 
nefs  and  other  mifcarriagcs  unbefeeming  the  golpei  and 
the  caufe  of  Chrill. 

Athlxy  Much  worldly  mindednefs,  covetoufnefs,  and 
carking  carefiilncfs  about  worldly  things, 

^thly^  Our  little  fafting  in  fecret,  or  privately  infami*  • 
lies,  our  fuperficial  aud  hypocritical  wav  of  performing 
duties,  and  mocking  of  God  in  our  humiliations. 

6th!y^  Our  hardnefs  of  heart  under  all  thefe  difpen- 
Jatioos  we  have  met  with,  both  of  judgment  and  mercy; 
little  fenfe  of  the  wrath  of  God  againft  the  land,  and 
particularly  againft  ourfelves,  and  little  enquiring  into 
the  caufes  of  it,  or  the  acknowledgment  of  the  effects 

And 
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.   And  it  was  appointed  that  the  next  General  Meeting 

{hould  meet  at  ,  upon  the  firft  Wedneldayof  S^^ 

iember* 

In  the  interval  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and  this  ; 
as  it  was  given  out,  the  Duke  of  York's  Queen  was  widi 
child  i  fo  it  was  faid  flie  was  delivered  of  a  fon  June  lo* 
who  was  made  prince  of  Wales  j  (for  which  there  was  a 
day  of  rejoicing  kept  at  Edinburgh,  and  at  night  with 
fire-works).  But  there  were  feveral  pregnant  demon-* 
itrations  that  this  was  a  mere  impoAure  and  chea|:  pot 
upon  the  nation.  And  albeit  the  Papiils  did  look  upon 
the  having  a  prince,  bred  and  brought  up  in  their  religi- 
on to  fuccecd  to  the  three  crowns  as  a  moA  feadbje  way 
to  fettle  tbemfelves  in  their  vain  hopes  of  bringing  thu; 
ootion  under  the  yoke  of  Popery  aud  flavery,  yet  herda 
they  were  mercifully  difappointed,  and  the  wicked  ea- 
fiured  ill  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 

As  is  hinted  above,  Mr.  Houftoun  being  refcucd,  and 
feme  foldicrs  kille^l  in  tlut  aAion  ;  the  fame  made^reat 
Boile*  and  the  cruel  enemy  was  not  a  little  vexed  there- 
9t  \  who,  to  demonftrate  their  rage  againft  poor  people  - 
£or  doing  their  duty,  emitted  a  declaration  ordaiaing; 
courts  to  be  kept  immediately  in  the  weAern  {hires,  in 
order  to  find  out  the  aiiors  and  abettors  of  thole  who 
had  been  at  the  refcue;  wliich  eourts  were  accordingly 
kept  ia  tlicfe  (hires,  yet  few  or  none  who  were  a^ive  in 
that  bufineis  were  difcovered,  though  in  forae  places  of 
the  country  the  perfons  who  fat  in  thefe  courts  were  very 
fevere  and  tl:ri£t  in  their  inquiiition. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  great  fearcli  in  Edinburgh, 
the  occafion  of  which  was  varioufly  talked  of,  but  the 
confequences  thereof  were  lamentaWc  :  many  being  in- 
volved in  fin  and  dreadful  perjury.  One  qutftion  com- 
mon ly  enquired  at  people,  was.  If  they  owned  the  cove- 
Hams  r  which  was  done  not  only  by  Claverhouie  and 
Col.  Douglafs,  who  were  the  principal  inquifitors  to 
whom  thefc  w.ho  were  taken,  were  brought  5  but  alfo 
by  many  fingle  ibldicrs  in  their  fearchings  up  and  down 
the  town. 

This  IMi'cting  (according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
laft)  Wkis  to  have  been  upon  thefirll  Wcdnefday  of  Sep* 
tetnber  /  but  it  was  tliought  fit  to  anticipate  the  lame,  by 
rcafou  of  fojnc  letters  that  had  lately  come  trom  t\vt  \^\i- 
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therlands,  fhewing  that  Mr.  lining  was  to  be  ordained. 
But  for  the  better  anfwering  the  iame^  there  behofed 
to  be  a  General  Meeting  to  fend  fome  letters,  particu* 
larly  one  to  the  minifters  of  Embden,  and  another. to 
Robert  Hamilton,  for  which  caufe  advertifements  were 
fbit  to  the  focieties  to  fend  their  Comxniffiouers  for  a 
General  Meeting  at  Camp^s^head-helghts^  upon  the  £rfl; 
AxjQiAuguft;. 

According^  to  which  appointment,  A  General 
Meeting  did  meet,  day  and  place  forefaid;  After  pray- 
er, £s*r. 

It  was  refolved  that  thefe  who  had  not  collefted  mo- 
ney and  fent  it  in  to  Edinburgh  According  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  laft  meeting,  for  helping  to  relieve 
Ibmeof  our  brethren  m  bondage  in  Barbadoes,  fhould 
be  defired  to  lay  out  themfelres  in  collecting  what  money 
(in  regard  that  which  was  already  got  would  not  do  it) 
they  could  get,  and  fend  the  fame  into  Edinburgh,  a- 
gainf^  the  2  2d  or  24th  of  this  month  of  Augiijl ;  and  Dr* 
Furd  and  Michael  Shields  were  defired  to  receive  the 
money  and  deliver  it  unto,  and  make  the  tranfaAion 
with  the  perfon  who  was  to  undertake  for  their  re- 
lief. 

Accordingly  this  was  done ;  and  the  money  was.  deli- 
Tcred  to  the  forefaid  perfon,  who  gave  fcurity  either  to 
redeem  the  perfons,  or  to  give  back  the  money  again  ; 
in  performance  whereof  he  lent  a  bill  for  it,  tohiscor- 
refpondent  in  London,  and  he  fent  another  to  a  gentle- 
man in  Barbadoes,  who  helped  to  tranfaA  for  the  relief 
of  the  fald  perfons  5  moft  part  of  whom  came  home  not 
long  after.  John  Ruffel  and  John  Stewart  (two  of  the 
baniflied  who  had  been  relieved  by  the  reft  and  fent 
home  to  give  an  account  of  their  condition  unto 
friends,  in  order  to  relieve  them)  were  adlive  to  get  mo- 
ney coUefted  and  fent  away  :  Likewife  they  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  James  Baxter  and  another  friend,  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  reft  \  the  fubftance  of  which  follows. 

"Dear  Friends^ 

YOUR  friends  have  done  their  endeavour  to  get 
you  redeemed, and  for  that  end  have  given  in 

here  4300  Merks  Scots,  which  in  Barbadoes  is  to  l^ 
anfwered  by  a  man  of  credit, — according  as  every  one 
can  be  agreed  for  with  his  Mafter.     So>  ye  are  defired  10 


General  Meetings  Aug.  ifi^  i686i     J45 

do  Jrbtir  utmoft  both  for  your  own  and  the  relief  of  your 
comrades, — and  it  is  thought  fit  that  you  keep  it  as  clofe 
from  jttir  maflers  as  you  can,  until  you  make  th^  bargain 
with  them,  left  they  getting  notice  thslt  money  is  come 
for  your  relief,  do  heighten  your  price,  aiid  fo  the  fum 
be  not  fufficient,  though  it  is  all  that  can  be  got,  and 
fomehaye  ftretched  themfelves  very  far.  We  hope  the 
perfon  who  is  to  give  the  money,  will  give  you  his  ad- 
vice aild  affiftance. — =- 

*rhe  perfonis  to  be  relieved  are  you  two,  James  Dou- 
glas, lliomas  Brown,  John  Buchatian,  Alexr.  Bailie^ 
G€f}.  Patoii,  Geo.  White,  Gilbert  M«Cully,  Robert 
MItcbel,  John  Wight,  John  White,  George  White 
and  Agnefs  Kier.  As  for  John  Aitken  and  William 
Hannay,  their  relations  have  taken  another  way  for  their 
rdief- 

If  tliere  be  more  of  the  money  than  purchafes  your 
relief,  apply  it  to  the  fupply  of  your  neceflity  in  your 
homfc-coming.  But  you  arc  defired  to  keep  aiccount  of 
the  way  how  you  difpofe  of  it.  —  —  —  -—  ^-.  — . 

It  was  alfo  refolved  by  the  meeting,  that  a  fupplica- 
tory  Letter  fliotxld  be  written  and  fubfcribed  by  fome  el- 
ders, and  fent  to  the  venerable  Claffis  of  the  minifters  of 
Chrift  in  Embden,  reprefenting  to  them  our  lamentable 
caft,  arid  imploring  their  help. 

This  Letter  was  Accordingly  drawn  up,  and  fubfcrib- 
ed by  fevcral  elders,  and  fent  to  the  faid  Claffis  5  but  it 
came  too  late  as  to  Mr.  Lining's  ordination,  he  being  or- 
dained before  ;  to  get  which  done  Mr.  Hamilton  wasi 
chiefly  affifting.     A  copy  of  the  letter  follows. 


Ti  the  Venerable  Claffis  of  the  Reverend,  Learned  and 
Godly  Minifters  of  Chrift  in  Embden  :  Some  focieties 
ofprofejfors  dnd  confeffors  of  Chrift y  wounded ivith  per^ 
Jecutions,  broken  with  divijions  and  loaded  with  re-* 
froacheSy  fufferingfor  the  Prejbyterian  and  covenanted 
reformatiri  of  we  Church  of  Scotland  -,  Do  wifli 
Grace y  Mercy  and  Peace - 


Very  Reverendy  very  Learned  and  Godly  Fathers y  be-' 
loved  and  honoured  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijiy 
S  it  is  the  greateft  rejoicing  of  all  the  lovers  of  our 
Lord  Jel^  Chrift  in  fuch  a  doleful  day  to  hear  of 


A 
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any  church's  enjoykjg  pure  ordinances,  in  unity,  vcntj, 
peace,  purity,  plenty  and  j)ower,  {landing  faft  in  the  li- 
berty wherewith  Chrift  hatli  made  them  iixe,  wccftUng 
3gainft  corruptions  and  defections  ; .  afpiring  to  a  grow- 
iiig  reformation,  contending  for  the  faith  delivered  to 
the  faints,  aand  maintaining  the  tcftimony  of  Jefus  againft 
all  oUoquics  and  appofttions  of  adverfaries  :  Sa  in  this 
cloudy  and  dark  day  the  light  and  luftre  of  the  chweh 
ofEmbden,  meriting  fuch  a  charafter,  (like  a  city  fet 
on  a  hill  which  cannot  be  hid)  hath  not  only  afleded 
the  eyes  of  other  reformed  and  fuflFering  churches^  con- 
gratulating your  happinefs,  and  adoiuig  the  niercy  of 
Sie  divine  majefty  on  your  behalf  j  but  the  fevcmry  re* 
port  thereof  reaching  us  alfo,  hath  filled  our  hearts  widi 
much  joy,  even*  when  mourning  under  all  the  grievances 
of  perfecution,  defedlion,  divillon  and  confulion,  that 
ever  any  part  c^  ChrHl's  myftkal  body  was  made  to  groan 
under. 

We  have  heard  hmv  early  that  reverend  diurdh  of 
yours  embraced  the  reformation,  what  famous  aud 
faithful  champions  the  Lord  hath  ftirred  up  frdm  time 
to  time  to  advance  and  aflert  it  ;  to  what  a  degree  of 
beauty  and  hollnefs,  truth^  order  and  union  dii  it  ar- 
rive, maug^e  all  difficulties  ;  How  much  the  Bel^c  and 
other  reformed  churches  were  obliged  to  it  for  com- 
munication of  light,  and  eftablifhment  in  doctrine  and 
difcipline  •,  what  a  fanfttrary  it  fometimes  was  to  many 
©f  ChrilVs  exiles,  perfecutcd  for  religion  out  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  France  and  our  own  Britain.  But  all 
this  is  not  fo  portiforting  and  confirming  to  us  under  our 
prefent  calamities,  (fedng  we  know  by  kjmentaWc  tfxpc* 
rience  at  home,  how  eminent  a  church  may  be  in  all 
thefe*  prerogatives,  as  Scotland  fomctime  was,,  and  jet 
hy  falling  from  firft  love, — forgetting  firft  works,  may 
afterward  forfeit  all  that  glory)  as  that  we  are  irrfonneJ 
that  you  are  foiicitous  not  to  lofe  that  defer ve J  renown, 
and  ambitious  to  imitate — yom*  predeceffors  zeal  for  the 
caufe  of  Chrift  and  propagation  ol  his  kingdom,  and 
love  to  his  people^  whereof  you  give  an  jangle  demon- 
ftration  in  your  exemplary  fympathy  with  all  affiifted 
churches  •,.  a  grace  which  this  Jay,  to  us  at  leaft,  feems 
to  be  very  rare. 

Which  conliderations,  together  with  the  preflure  of 
Our  neceflity,  which  gives  boldnefs  to  the  moft  bafhiul* 
and  courage  to  the  greateft  cowards,  do  embolden  and 

encouraged 
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cncooiageaft  {though  unknown  andveryobfcupeii^oui; 
outward  cafe,  yet  as  jpoor  alHi^ted  meaibecs  of  the  famq 
bodjy  lor  edifying  at  which  ye  are  placed  iu  the  znii^ 
ilry,  and  as  fuiFcring  fubje^s  and  coafefibrs  of  the  fami; 
King  and  Heady  whofe  glory  and  xntereft  you  are  \(j 
-office  tenderly  to  regard)  to  fupplicate  for  a  (hare,  not 
only  of  that  fympathy  which  ye  fliew  toothers^  butof 
that  fuccour  which  may  fak  the  flraits  of  fufferiag  peo« 
pie,  hungering  after  gofpel-ordinances  ;  that  cannot 
obtain  th€  comfortable  benefit  of  ordained  minifiers  of 
Chrift  from  whom  they  may  receive  them  :  Which  rc- 
^ueft  we  arc  hopeful  your  zeal  for  jour  Mafler's  glory, 
defire  for  theenlargement  of  his  kingdom,  love  to  aU  the 
members  of  his  body,  and  pity  to  the  perfecuted  for  his 
fake,  wili  not  fu^er  you  to  refufe,  after  you  underftand 
the  cafe  of  thofe  who  fend  fo  far  for  your  help. 

We  doubt  not  (right  reverend)  but  your  learning  and 
concern  in  all  the  churches,  hath  furniihed  you  with  inr 
formation  gf  the  great  things  <Jod  hath  Wrought  for  the 
fometime  famous,  faithful  .and  fruitful  church  of  Scot- 
land. How  from  the  very  firft  emerging  of  the  refbnn»- 
tion  frdm  the  depths  of  Popery,  nothing  was  th^n  leijt 
onre&rmed  that  ever  flowed  from  the  man  of  fin.  Here;, 
not  only  the  reformation  in  do&ine,  worflup,  difci-  . 
.pline  and  goi^emment  was  calculated  and  advanced  ac:- 
cording  to  the  pattern  of  the  New  Teftament  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrif^,  and  advanced  to  that  he^h^ 
and!  pitch  of  purity,  unity  and  order,  that  other  chur- 
clies  were  emulous  of  fuch  attainments  ;  but  alfo  confirr 
med  and  ratified  by  national  and  folemn  Covenants,  fe- 
veral  times  renewed  by  all  ranks,  from  the  King  to  the 
pooreft  boor  ;  wherein  we  came  under  folemn  and  fa- 
cred  obligations  and  vows  to  the  Moft  High,  to  pre- 
serve and  perfcvere  in  thit  uniformity  of  doitrme,  wor- 
fliip,  dilicipline  and  government,  and  to  extirpate,  and 
never  re-admit  any  corruption  or  novationcontrary  ther^-» 
unto  ;  Particularly  Pojiery,  Prelacy,  Erailianifm,  fchifni 
cr  defedtion,  or  any  thing  contrary  to  found  doftrinc 
and  the  power  of  godlinefs  ;  And  how  then  the  liP^d 
was  with  us.  in  his  ordinances  and  providences,  while  we 
were  with  him. 

Kut  ah  !  now,  how  far  are  we  from  that  ?  Whence, 
How,  and  whether  have  we  fallen  ?  How  now,  doth  the 
cityjit  foliiary  that  was  full  of  people  ?  How  Ufbe  become 
aj  ^  'ifjidovj^  (hat  was  great  among  the  nations^  awi  f  rin- 
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limtir  ?  tbiy  fttu^  their  ^gft^fir^gfui/H^  himifim' 

i/kmm  the  ^arvfd  vvSrl  aionce^  they  bMi  laU^yMfdm 

^mbi^9  the  dead  hedies  fftheLftrSffervantrilmielim^ 

:W1^rfimU  rfthe  hemmy  their  Mood  h^  thiyJM'Me 

mmter  rauad  ab^t  f  ^arehecm^  dreproaei  tifearne^ 

fmrs,  afiorn  mnd  dirijion  to  fbetn  that  are  round-edntt^dft 

^mw  they  fay  la  us  cut  them  efjhff  ^n^  a^eifii^ 

We  doubt  not  lik^eirifk  bvtt  this  %tal  cataftr^dbe,  mlfr 

iag  fiich  a  noife  in  the  wof-ld,  hith  im66t  to  yttm  tim 

WLow^  bjr  whomj'  tmd  by  what  meansy  and  ft  caiUW»|lMfc 

'  be  notour, :  even  to  fbange  natiom/'for  whtft'cstt^ 

;fk»tland  hath  been  re4^<?d  to  this  deiidation,  ^^aH^^ 

tblutioni  at  which  allhatioAs  may  ftand  aftdsdfl^ed  atti 

enquire,  wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  this  h  wlfft 

ioManeth  the  heat  of  this  aii^er }  Thejpneed  not  a  iMiii- 

for  to  ai^wer,  beqiufe  the;^^  Jiaye  fbriaken  the  coveMtt 

of  the  Lord  their  God,       '  .  '    ^  '  *  "' 

1    A  popifli,  prelatical  and  malignant  f^Aipn,  ISatipMf 

ittnder  refbaint,  and  fbrced  at  1^  to  :feign  fnbjeflSoBy 

tsAdng  advantage  of  the  nations  vearinefs  of  theSefttti- 

9318  Anarchy,  and  of  theCromwellian  Ufurpationj^Md 

thereby  thi^ough  pretenfions  of  peace,  and  comipdiig 

batteries,  mounting  themfelyes  upon  the  fupreme  oro 

0f  the  government^  did  undermine  both  the  ftate  aad 

the  eccleiiaftic  goverment,  and  then  breaking  all  hmxifit 

did  in  open  and  audacious  defiance  both  of  God  and  man 

overturn  all.thofe  righteous  eftabliihments,  and  vpoo 

the  ruins  thereof,  did  introduce  and  ere^t  an  abfelnte  ff" 

ranny  in  the  ftate,  and  re-introduced  the  old  Antidhrif- 

tian  yoke  of  abjured  Diocefian  Eraftian  Prelacy,  (vhkk 

neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were  able  to  bear)  and  a'Uaf* 

phemous  facrilegious  fupremacy,  divefting  theonfy  hicad 

of  the  church  of  his  prerogative  royal,  and  Hisfpoufeof 

Ac  privileges  wherewith  he  had  endoted  her  :  Andbf 

Aefe  means  having  involved  the  nation  in  the  moft  hea- 

Wl  daring  rebellion  againft  the  Moft  High,  and  attended 

with  the  groflfeft  aggravations  that  readOy  have  been  fc» 

corded  in  any  church  where  gofpcl  light  hath  fhitiedfo 

bright :   They  have  now  by  the  hte  opened  gate  ol-tW* 

umverfal  toleration  {an  unheard  of  device  in  Scodasd) 

offering  a  kind  of  liberty  to  all  forms  and  vraiys  oftcH- 

^n  «cept  the  old  Covenanted  ReformaliQnii  ivmI'^*  | 
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ten^pted  to  re-eftaUifh  Popery,  with  all  its  retinue  ol 
idolatries,  fuperftitions,  errors  and  abominations^ 

Againft  all  thefe  infolent  encroachments,  there  hath 
not  wanted,  through'  grace,  a  fucceffion  of  faithful  mi- 
nifters  and  elders,  and  people,  who  have  kept  up,  an4 
continued  a  teflimony,  and  fealed  it  with  their  deareft 
blood,  and  all  forts  of  jfevereft  fufferings,  until  by  means 
of  enTnaring  Eraftian  indulgences  granted  by  them,  and 
received  in  recognizance  of  their  defpotick  fupremacy, 
giving  a  licence  to  fuph  minifters  as  were  nominated,  elec- 
ted, and  judged  qualified  by  the  fecret  counfel  of  the 
kingdom,  to  exercife  their  miniiby  in  fuch  places  as 
they  confined  them  to,  impofing  reftriftions,  and  in- 
ffa*u£tions  to  regulate^  direft,  and  bound  both  matter, 
and  ms^er  of  the  exercife  of  their  funftions :  And  all 
this  without  advice  or  confent  of  the  church. 

Our  minifters  were  firft  divided ;  and  then  after  the 
£ital  difcomfiture  of  a  party  of  our  brethren,  appearing 
in  defenfive  armsjj  for  religipn  and  liberty,  lives,  laws, 
uid  privileges,  about  nine  years  ago,  were  further,  21I- 
aioft  univerfally,  drawn  by  craft,  or  driven  by  cruelty 
into  manifeft,  and  inanifold  defeftions,  from  the  caufe 
.  and  covenant  of  Gftd,  prefering  peace  to  truth,  and  cafe 
to  duty,  confulting  their  own  intereft,  rather  than  the 
intereft  of  Chrift,  abandoning  the  necefiary  teftimony  of 
that  day,  in  that  clamant  ^afe  of  confefiion,  Icavinpt  the 
people  without  a  warning  or  witnefs,  in  the  midft  oiF  ma- 
ny errors,  fnares,  and  temptations,  and  refafed  many 
reiterated  calls  to  come  and  declare  to  them  the  whole 
•ounfel  of  God. 

Since  which  time, we  have  been  as  fliecp  in  tlie  midft  of 
wolves,  a  prey  to  all  devourers,  killed  all  day  long,  aiid 
i:ounted  as  fheep  for  the  flaughtcr,  profcribed,  forefault- 
cd,  miferably  oppreflcd^i  inter-communed,  interdicted  of 
all  harbour  or  fupply,  comfort,  or  communion  with  a- 
Tiy,  chafed,  murdered,  imprifoned,  tortured,  execute 
to  the  death,  or  banilhed  and  fold  as  flaves,  in  fo  arhi- 
crary,  illegal,  and  inhumane  a  way,  that  in  fome  relpcdt 
ours  may  be  compared  to  any  perfecutlon,  primitive  or 
modem.  And,  which  hath  been  to  us  an  afBldtion  more 
•  infupportable  than  all  thefe  miferies,  we  have  been  groan- 
ing: under  a  famine  of  the  faithfully  preaclied  gofpel,  and 
what  through  mercy  we  have  obtained  of  it,  was  got  in 
•  .-tliCT>eril  of  our  lives,  becaufe  of  the  fword  of  the  wilder- 
nci^  where  ii^  the  o^^tn  iidds,  cxpofed  to  aS\  vjc:xV.t^'!»* 


we  cauil  not  be  without  fears  of  bloody  aflaults  of  m^-  ■ 
dcring  caemics,  iaceffantty  hmitmg  to  prey  upon  m,  aud 
mingle  our  blood  with  our  facrificcs- 

All  wiiich  time  wc  have  had  hut  four  ordained  mhii- 
fer^i  la]30urj|ig  aiTiong  U5*  three  of  which  have  been  fuc- 
ceffivdy  crowned  with  the  garland  of  mart)Tdoiii:  one 
of  late  thii  £inie  year,  and  the  fourth,  hntK  been  long 
1  confeflbr  in  bonds,  for  the  Cimc  caufe  of  the  Covcnau*' 
ted  Reformation,  which  hath  redacted  ua  to  more  dif&- 
ci^It,  deplorable  and  dcfperat€4ikc  circuiTiftaticej  than 
ci'er.  For  we^are  both  expteily  excluded  from  the  pre- 
tended benefit  of  this  toleration,  by  provifion  of  Liws, 
a£l5  and  cdi£ts,  left  in  full  force  againft  as  ;  and  alfo  find- 
ing  ourfclves  obOged  by  the  word  of  God,  and  our  co- 
venants^ in  our  capacities  to  witaefs  againil  the  indigni- 
ties done  to  our  God,  injuries  done  to  the  church,  and 
inirafions  made  upon  our  reltgion  and  liberties  by  this  pt>- 
pifh  to]er:itjoiK  We  are  expoled  to  the  rage  of  eaeniia, 
^id  ohlof^uies  of  aU|  for  our  witndTmg  againft  thb  to- 
lenition,  flowing  from  a  fountain  of  abtolute  power, 
which  all  are  to  obey  without  refervc^  and  which  all  iC' 
cognize  and  homologate,  that  accept  of  it;  conveyed 
through  fuch  a  channel  js  fufpends,  ftops,  and  repcaU 
our  righteous  laws  made  againft  papifls,  and  it)  fiivouri 
of  our  Reformation,  projecting  for  it  si  declared  ends, 
the  undermining  of  our  religion,  and  introducing  ande- 
ftabliiliing  popery  and  ilavery ;  for  itii  viiible  and  palpa- 
ble effects,  the  increafe  of  err  or  ^  the  encouragement  of 
wickeduefsi^  the  advancement  of  dcfci^tlon,  the  augment 
t3A.ion  of  diviilonsj  and  the  abounding  of  all  aboniinan* 
ons;  reaching  in  its  extent,  to  the  bringing  in  all  thcfe 
errors,  and  corruptions  which  we  arc  ohligcd  artd  fwoFd 
to  extirpate,  and  allowhig  protcftion  to  ail  idolatry,  Uafr 
phcmyand  herefy,,  and  to  every  thing  except  the  good 
old  way  of  truth  faithfully  and  freely  declared :  And  of- 
fered unto,  and  accepted  by  our  declining  l^rethren  >n 
tepns  cverlive  of,  inconfiftcnt  with,  and  dcllruftive  im- 
to  the  known  confeffion,'  conftantly  aflerted  principles 
*nd  teftinionies  of  i:his  church ;  oacroaching  upon  all  the 
powers,  our  Lord  hatii  conferred  upon  his  diurch,  both 
the  dogniatick  pov/er,  modelling  the  doftrine^  and  the 
diatadUck  power  difpoling  the  order,  and  the  ciijdkic 
cenfuring  the  diforders,  and  the  exo^iiaftick  authdri* 
ling  the  officers  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrifi: :  All  which 
gjL'C  invaded,  mviUd;2tted  and  violated  hj  t^is'  tolerittonr 

*  \  fti3. 
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"Finding  oiwfelyrs  obliged,  we  fay,  fo  far  at  leaft,  to 
wifiiels.'-igAinft  this  new  device  to  deftroy  what  remains 
uhdeftroyed  of  the  work  dL  God  ia  our  land,  as  to  rc- 
fuie  to  lay  a  caiifederacy  with  them  that  fay  fuch  a 
confederacy,  and  te  ftand  aloof  from  all  accejQion  to, 
partidpaiioo  of,  or  communkxi  with  ihch  a  confede- 
racy ;  \Ve  are  therefore  floiued  at,  as  figns  and  won- 
dersy  and  exceedingly  fiUed  with  contempt,  with  the 
icbm  of  chcm  that  a^^e  at  cafe,  and  the  contempt  of 
the  pi-oud  ^  and  profecuted  with  all  rage  and  reproach, 
not  only  of  the  open  and  avowed  adverfaries,  but  alio 
from  profeSed  friends,  who  havc^it  for  their  work  in-. 
du/i-riouily  to  render  us  and  our  teflimony  odious  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  But  all  this  affljdlion  imblttcred 
witK  more  ingredients  of  grief,  and  grievances  then  wc 
have  language  t<j  cxprefs,  we  think  we  could,  throu^ 
grace,  not  only  with  patience,  but  alfo  with  complaccn- 
CYf  comport  with,  fa  IcMig  as  it  fhould  pleafeotir  gnh; 
cious  Father  to  meafure  it  out  to  us,  if  we  had  faithfcii 
minifters^  fent,  and  fpiriced  of  God,  ploatlied  with  his 
orderly  commiffion  to  preach  the  everlafting  gofpel  to  us 
and  to  declare  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  anti  profecutc 
and  propagate  the  teftimony,  fo  that  we  might  get  it 
tranfinitted  to  pofterity, 

.Now  (right  reverend,  learned,  and  godly)  being  in  fuck 
a  cafe  (iis  may  be  obvious  from  the  few  foregoing  hints) 
that  we  have  neither  accefs  to  folicit,  nor  clearnefs  in 
point  of  fuccefs,  to  feek  imto,  nor  prevail  with  our  to- 
lerated minifters  for  our  fuccour  in  this  cafe,  except  wq 
fhould  lafe  thcle  things  which  we  have  wrought,  dcllroy 
thefc  things  which  we  have  bccn.eflaying  to  build,  con- 
demn wimt  we  have  fuftered  for,  contradict  what  we 
have  been  contendfng  for,  and  fo  abandon  a  good  caufe, 
and  lofc  a  good  confcicnce,  and  com  ply  with  the  prcfeut 
corruptions ;  iince  they  neither  can,  nor  dare  aniwer  our 
deiires  in  this  matter :  And  fb  far  are  they  from  being 
willing  10  do  it,  that  they  are  oppollng  all  they  can,  and 
ixicenling  the  enemies  againft  u?f* 

There- 

+  Flow  humMing  it  ong;1»t  to  be  to  all  ft  ili.  to  confider  that 
ma.yoFtrere  who  leut  rids  Lener,  ifidpdrucoiafly  the  prioci- 
pai  pc.iman  wh«j  in  a  fh«>n  time  a'Vr  tl  is,  did  codcuV,  join  niih,. 
and  icctive  ordin^iion  from  thefe  lame  rrcn  here  fpokc^  o'^,  e- 
▼en  wiihout  ai^  evidtncei  of  r? pcnwncc  for,  relent nent  of,  <»r 
fHfnqu'fliiD}?.  but  oo  t!;e  contrary  defer.ding  their  jormcr  com- 
[^ncts,  ard  retaining  their  loocfd  pr»  judicc  a^iainit  thefe  ^a* 
p\^  «iiJ  ihcir  Feftiniojy,  /Jiuil  be  icii  vvah  d\e  rcA<i<T« 
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Therefore  we  muft  addrefs  ourfelves  with  this  fuppU* 
tatory  epiftle  to  your  venerable  confiftory,  begging,  and 
befeedbing  you  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift,  to  confer  your 
helping  hand  in  this  cafe  of  neceffity,  that  with  that 
power  you  have  received  from  Chrift,  you  may  admit 
unto,  and  confirm  in  the  minifterial  fun£lion,  and  fend 
fbrth^  fully  inftrufted  with  the  commiffion  of  Chrift's 
amixdradors,  to  difpenfe  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  unto 
QSj  fuch  as  either  now,  or  fhortly  hereafter  we  fhall  re- 
commend unto  your  wifdbm  and  faithfulnefs  ;  And  pa^ 
tkul::rly  at  the  time  we  humbly  recommend  our  beloved 
brother,  and  much  longed  for  \\\  the  Lord,  Mr<  Tliomai 
Linmg,  candidate  from  the  Univerfity  of  Utrecht,  to 
whom  we  have  fcnt  oiir  Letters  Teftimonial,  teftifying 
dur  experimental  acquaintance  wit^  and  high  efteem  cf 
his  blamelefs  profeffion,  zealous  confeilion  of  the  tnzthi 
of  Chrift,  exemplary  converfation,  and  practical  godlU 
nefs,  and  other  qualifications  fitting  him  for  that  func* 
tiitm  wherewith  we  are  defiring  him  to  be  invefted,  iff 
lar  as  is  incumbent  to  us  to  know,  or  cognoice  upon, 
with  our  unanimous  call  to  him  for  procuring  his  poteC' 

tative  miflion  in  the  miniftry.-^ ^WethereiFore  camcftly 

rcqueft,  intreat,  invite,  and  obteft  you,  for  the  love  rf 
Chrift,  for  the  glory  of  God,  for  the  propagation  of  his 
gofpel,  for  the  edification  of  his  people  in  fuch  a  ftrait, 
that  after  due  examination  and  trial  of  his  qualifications, 
gifts,  graces,  and  fufficiency  for  our  edification  you  may 
be  pleafcd  in  the  order  appointed  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  iir  the  New  Teftament,  to  confer  upon  him,  and 
confirm  him  in  the  full  power,  ordination,  and  com- 
miffion,  of  an  ordained  minifter  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift^ 
to  preach,  adminifter  the  facraments,  and .  exercife  dif- 
cipUne  and  government  according  to  Chrift's  appoint*' 

ment. Earneftly  defiring  the  help  of  your  prayers  for 

lis  hi  our  low  cafe. 

We  conclude  with  our  apprecations  of  grace,  mercy, 
and  peace,  counfel,  conduct,  fuccers,  and  perfeveraiice 
to  you  from  the  God  of  all  grace  and  glory,  And  fub* 
fcribe  eurfclves,  {2*^. 

It  was  further  refolved  th:it  a  Letter  fliould  be  written 
and  fubfcribed  by  Michael  Shields,  and  fent  to  Mr.  Ha- 
milton then  at  Emhden^  acknowledging  the  fenle  we  have 
of  his  being  helpful  to  us  in  our  low  condition. — \\Tiich 
ccordingly  was  done. — A  copy  of  which  followeth. 


Mr.  Robert  Hamilton^  1688.        3^3* 


7o  th^  Rigit  Honourable^  and  much  Honoured  Gentleman 

Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  now  fojouming  in  Emb* 

den. — -The  United  Societies  of  fome  PreJbyterianSf  per» 

Jentted  for  the  Tejlimony  of  the  Church  2/  Scotland,  d9 

■  Huifi  grace^  mercy ^  ana  peace* 

Right  Honourable,  and  much  honoured  in  the  Lord, 

'\\T^  ^^^  under  many  obligations  to  acknowledge 

y\r     with  thankful  hearts,  to  the  praife  of  God,  and 

alio  with  grateful  remembrance  of  your  care,  diligence, 

zealy  and  labour  of  love  (and  that  fo  much  the  more 

tl^at  you  have  been  upon  our  account  fo  much  expofed 

to  rage  and  reproach,  from  all  hands)  that  you  have 

been  very  happily  and  honourably  inftrumental  many 

times,  and  many  ways,  inftrengthening  and  fuccouring 

us,  in  our  loweft  ftraits,  and  procuring  help  from  ftran- 

gers,  when  we  could  not  fee  whence  to  hope  for  it :  And 

that  your  exile  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift  hath  not  been  (o 

unpleafant  to  you,  though  attended  with  many  afflifting 

circumftances,  as  it  hath  been  profitable  to  us,  in  repre- 

[enting  our  cafe  and  vindicating  our  caufe  to  ftrangers, 

Uid  procuring  to  us  pity,   and  fympathy  from  them, 

H^Iien  we  could  get  none  at  home. 

.  Sfpecially,  and  chiefly^  it  csCn  never  be  forgotten  l?y 
OS,  yea  it  will  be  memorated  by  them  that  are  yet  un- 
born, when  you,  and  we  are  gone,  how  feafonably  your 
hand  was  made  ufe  of,  by  the  gracious  difpofal  of  our 
glorious  Head  and  Kiqg,  the  mighty  One  oi  Jacob j  as 
inftrumental  in  fending  to  us  a  welcome  merfenger  of 
peace,  and  glad  tidings,  fully  inftrufted  with  the  gof- 
pel  of  grace,  our  fometimes  honoured  minifter,  and  now 
9  glorified  martyr  for  the  word  of  God,  and  teftimony 
of  Jefiis,  Mr.  James  Renwick,  whofe  praife  fhall  be  here 
perpetuated,  as  long  as  our  Lord  fhall  have  an  intereft 
here  to  be  contended  for,  or  zeal  for  the  fame  fliall  con- 
tuiue  with  the  confeflbrs  of  it. 

O  how  were  our  hands  ftrengthened,  our  hearts  re- 
vived, refrefhed,  comforted,  and  confirmed  in  the  ways 
of  the  Lord,  even  in  the  midA  of  our  fiery  furnaces,  af- 
fliftions,  perfecutibns,  neceflities,  arid  diftrefles,  when. 
we  could  at  any  rate  have  accefs  to  tlie  enjoyment  of  his 
miiuftry,  in  the  Glens,  Fcnns,  Mountains,  Muirs, 
Mofles  and  remotcft  retirements  of  our  wildcrnefs,  while 
Yy  V^ 
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lie  Tras  carrying  the  Lcfrd's  banner  of  love^  and  the  fiadk 
dard  of  truth  difplayed  among  us,  crying  aloud- and  not 
iparingy  as  a  voice  crying  in  the  wild«ni€6y  faithfully 
ijirarniug  us  of  the  ilns,  fnares  and  dangers  of  the  times  v 
tod  bearing  witnefs  for  the  truths  and  duties  oppofed 
by  enemies  and  abandoned  by  friends  in  our  day :  whijchf 
while  alive,  he  fruitfully  confirmed  by  his  mmifteriai^ 
and  ambaflador-bccoming  praftke  r  Approving  himfdf 
as  the  minifter  of  God,  in  much  patience,,  in  neccffitics, 
a6Ii<£lions,  diftreifes,  in  tumults,  in  labours,  in  watchings, 
in  fadings,  by  purcnefs,  by  knowledge^  by  long-fuffo^ 
ing,-  by  kindnefs,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,,  by  love  unfeigiK 
ed,'by  the  word  of  truth,,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the 
armour  of  sighteoufnefs  on  the  right-  hand,,  and  the  left, 
by  honour  and  dijQionoup,  by  evil  report  and  good  re- 
port, as  a  deceiver,  and  yet  true,  as  unknown,,  and  yet 
well  known,,  as  dyinf,  and  behold  lining,  as  chafteneJ^ 
and  not  killed,  arforowful^  and  yet  always  rejoicing,  » 
poor,  yet  making  many  rich,  as  having  nothing,  tM 
yet  poffeffing  all  things :  And  when,  dying,  he  faithful-' 
ly  crowned  all,  by  overcoming  through  the  blood  of  the 
iLamb  and  the  word  of  his  teltimony,.  not  loving  his  life 
unto  the  death  fsr  the  truths  of  his  princely  Maiter, 
wiiich  he  fealed  with  much  patience^  meeknehi,  homi-' 
Uty,  conftancy,  ftedfaftncfs,  courage,  and  reibiutiony 
love  and  zeal,  as  was  confounding  to  enemies,  cenvio- 
cing  to  neutrals,,  confirming  to  halters,  eomferting  to 
fiends,  and  admirable  to  all. 

But  now,  alas  !  Sir,  we  are  made  te  know  the  worth 
of  fuch  a  minifter,  by  the  word  of  him  5  the  v/ant  now, 
js  as  forrowful,  as  the  enjoymexit  for  a  while  was  joyfiil; 
Our  deteftable  indilFerency,  our  ftuprd  fl'uggiflinefs,  our 
unthankfulnefs,  unfaithfulnefs,.unfruitfuliiefs  under,  and 
contempt  of  the  gofpel,  have  provoked  the  holy  l>ord 
to  remove  him^  and  dieprive  us  of  his  miniftry  ?  And  the 
fame  procuring  caufes  have  promerited,.  and  protracted 
this  long,  lading,,  and  weary  famine  of  gofpel  oi'dinan- 
ces,.  under  which  we  ilill  Ivmguifli,  wherein  we  are  re- 
dacted-to  many  mournful  miieries,  for  want  of  ordaijied 
minifters* 

Hence  rhe  ignorant  are  perifhing,  and  like  to  be  a 
prey  to  all  errors  now  abounding,  and  encouraged  un- 
der the  wings  of  this  toleration  ;  the  zealous  for  want  of 
guides  in  hazard  to  run  upon  right-hand  extravagancies ; 

.the 


Mr.  Robert  Hamltan^  t68S.       ^^jjrj 

€lie.  lukewarm.9    (which  are    the  ^reateft  number)  -in 
clanger  to  decline  to  le£t-hand  defections ;    backfllders 
waxing  botld,  and  blefling  themfelves  in  Jtheir  apoftacies, 
confcH-mities  and  compliances  with  ^e  timers  iins,  fnare6» 
4errors  and  corruptions*     Tlie  generality  are  faying  a 
^confederacy  with^  and  walking  in  the  way  of  the  people 
of  this  generation  j  and  the  Lord  is  become  a  Jl9ne  ^ 
JlumBlhig,  anda  rock  ofcfftnce^  a  gin  and  a  fnare  to  both, 
the  houfes  of  Ifrael,  whereby  many  are  fallen  and  bro- 
l^en^  andfnared  and  taiken.    The  malignant  and  prela- 
tic'  party  are  infulting  over  us  j   the  tolerated  Prefbyte- 
jnans  are  inveighing  bitterly  againft  us  ;  the  halters  be- 
tween two  opinions  ai-e  inclining  and  declining  ftill  to 
the  worfc ;  many  deeply  exercifed  fouls  are  diftracled 
under  legal  terrors,  while  they  have  no  comforter ;  many 
tempted  with  Satan's  darts  and  thd  time's  fubdolousfnare;^, 
jare  entangled  and  overcome,  while  they  have  no  coun- 
lellor  ;  The  poor  and  needy  ivani  watery  and  their  tongue 
rjhiletbfcr  thirjiy  defiring  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word, 
and  cannot   find   it  finccrcly,  publicly,  powerfully  and 
feithfuUy  preached  ;  innumerable  children  coming  int9, 
ond  going  out  of  the  world,  and  of  feveral  years  old, 
wanting,  baptifm,     Tlie  harveft  is  great,  but  labourers  * 
are    few,  and  the  few  that  are,  are  outwcaricd  with 
vork  and  many  wreftlings  under  infupportable  diffi- 
culties. 

•In  the  mean  time,  the  perfecution  is  very  hot,  and  in 
many  refpefts  harder  and  heavier  to.  conflict  with  than 
before  the  toleration,  which  as  it  hath  b^'ought  eafe  to 
Ibme,  purchafed  at  a  dear  rate  of  felling  truth  and  fliifr- 
ing  duty,  io  it  hath  brought  greater  bondage  and  hea- 
vier burdens  to  us,  who  as  w^  are  excluded,  fo  dare  no 
i  more  partake  of  it  than  we  durft  of  former  fnares  offered 
under  the  notion  of  favours,  from  the  fame  party,  for 

■  the  fame  ends.     Prilons  arc  daily  filling,  fome  thrcatned 
-with   death.     One  hath  lately  been  murdered  in  the 

•  fields.  Courts  are  holding  up  and  down  the  country , 
for  taking  up  a  roll  of  our  names,  olFcring  all  their. -ii- 
berty  to  go  either  to  the  Mais,  or  to  the  Quakers,  or  io 
the  Prelatic  curates,  or  to  the  tolerated  meetings  ,of 
Prefbyterians  ;  but  interdifting  under  the  pain  of  dcadi, 
cither  to  countenance  our  meetings  in  the  fields,  whither 

■  their  fury  hath  forced  us,  or  to  cbnverfe  or  fupply  us 
with  fo  much  as  a  drink  of  water  ;  and  that  wiiiqji^s 
iMre  bitter,  our  tolepted  brethren,  gcntlcs\tu>Tvi  vc\>«- 

y  y  ^  H 
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nj  xninifters  alfo,  are  prefent  and  affifting  at  thefe  cxm^ 
sjuorming  againft  ns,  and  inftigating  our  perfecutors> 
gainft  us*  The  gcntlcmc|i  putting  us  from  our  tene- 
ments and  habitations  under  them.  But  words  are  wan- 
ting to  utter  our  grievances*  But,  Sir,  we  hope  you  we 
not  a  ftranger,  unacquainted  or  unconcerned. 

In  a  word  therefore,  the  defigq  of  all  this  confofcd 
reprefentation  of  our  dolorous  cafc,  is  to  recommend  to 
your  wonted  care  and  fedulous  and  ferious  diligence  ibis 
weighty  cafe  of  procuring  the  fupply  of  a  faithful  ordained 
minifter,  clothed  with  our  Lord's  commifiion,  apd  po- 
teftative  i^iffipn  to  difpenfe  all  Jiis  precious  gofpel-ordi- 
xiances, — ^who  piay  ii^  fomc  meafure  fill  and  fuccecd  in 
the  room  of  our  renowned  Re|«wxck,  now  removed.  • 
— And  as  we  pray  the  Lord  of  the  hanreft,  that  he  may 
conduft  and  countenance  you  in  this  endeavour  with  hk 
formerly  experienced  afliftance  and  propitious  fevouTi^ 
and  incline  the  hearts  of  his  fervants  in  the  land  of  your 
exile,  to  pity  us  apd  grant  your  requefts  ;  fo  we  hope 
your  reprefentation  and  interceffion  with  that  reverend^ 
and  venerable  Prefbytery  of  the  godly  minifters  at  Emb- 
den  in  the  behalf  of  fuch  as  we  earneftly  recommend, 
may.  be  bleffed  with  the  like  fuccefs  that  your  f^thfiil 
labours  in  this  kind  had  with  others  heretofore,  fo  as  ta 
induce  them  to  concur  in  this  great  work  and  duty  of  pir- 
ty  ?nd  charity. 

We  requeft  you  therefore  to  lay  it  to  he^rt,  and  laying 
it  upon,  and  before  the  Lord,  to  lay  out  yourfelf  as  our 
intnifted  orator,  to  recommend  to  thefe  reverend,  lear- 
ned and  godly  minifters,  our  beloved  and  honoured  bron 
ther,  Mr.  Thomas  Lining,  that  according  to  our  fuppli- 
catory  letter  tp  them,  which  we  defire  you  to  prefeit 
and  deliver  to  them  in  our  name,  with  all  fubmiffion 
they  may  confer  upon  him,  after  due  trial,  the  full  poVf 
er  of  minifterial  ordination,  with  impofition  of  hands, 
according  to  the  order  of  Chrift. 

We  defire  alfo  that  his  call  and  teftimonial  lately  fent 
from  us,  may  be  prefented  to  the  Prefbytery,  with  ex- 
cufes  of  its  informality.  Withal  protefting  and  obteft- 
ing  you,  that  you  carefully  beware  that  nothing  be  done 
in  that  affair  in  fubftance  or  eircumftance,  which  may 
direftly  or  indireftly  reflc6l  upon,  or  -feem  to  admit  any 
recefl[ion  from,  or  allow  any  novation  not  confonant  tb 
our  covenanted  reformation,  a<^sof  Central  Afiemblies, 
CoQ^efiion  pf  If ailh,  Book^  q£  difciTjline, :  rropofKions 
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'  concemiog  church-government  and  ordination  of  mini- 
fters ;  and  that  therefore  you  inform  yourfelf  both  as  to 
the  members  of  that  reverend  and  renowned  Claffis  who 
may  perform  that  adtion,  that  none  may  be  intermixed 
who  are  not  found  and  ftedfaft  in  the  Proleftant  and  re- 
formed teftimony  againil  Popery,  Prelacy,  Erailianifm^ 
Seftarianifm,  herefies,  fefts^  and  fchifms,  corruptions 
and  defections,  and  aU  reproved  novations. 

And  9s  to  the  way  and  manner  of  celebrating  that  fo- 
lemn  ordinance  of  ordination,  that  it  be  according  to 
Cfarift's  order,  and  not  vitiated  with  human  inventions, 
cither  of  Prelatic  encroachments,  or  feAarian  proftitu- 
tion  of  the  power  of  the  keys.     And  as  to  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  required  of  the  candidate,  that  it  be  notlung  diiTo- 
nant  from,  or  not  confirmatory  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land's teftimony  and  confeffion,  f5*r.  withal,  that  you 
take  care  that  lus  proteftation  may  be  admitted  againft  a- 
qy  thing  in  that  church,  either  in  doftrine,  worfhip,  dif- 
cipline  or  government,  rites  or  ceremonies  which  are 
condemned  by  the  ftanding  conftitutions  of  the  church 
df  Scotland,  according  to  the  word  of  God.     And  that 
you  pat  the  reverend,  learned  and  godly  mini  fters  in 
mind,  that  as  we  prefume  their  tendernefs  and  piety  will 
put  a  favourable  conftruftion  on  thefe  our.neceflary  cau- 
Mons  that  we  commend  unto  your  profpedHon,  as  pro- 
ceeding not  from  any  jealoufy  we  have  of  them,  but  from 
3u1:  folicitoufnefs  that  we  be  neither  impofed  upon  nor 
peproached  upon  occafion  of  this  our  addrcfs  to  them, 
IS  former  experience  obliges  us  to  provide  againft :  So 
nre  hope  and  defire   that   they  will  be  pieai'cd  in  their 
written  teftimony  declaring  and  confirming  his  ordina- 
;ion,  to  fignify  their  approbation  of  this  our  application 
:o  them,  that  we  have  done  nothing  but  what  might  ht 
ncumbent  on  us  in  our  circumftances  in  fecking  foreign 
>rdination.     And  to  tcftify  fome  weighty  reaibns,  that 
n  granting  it  they  have  done  nothing  but  what  Is  lawful 
md  expedient  to  them  in  their  capacity,  with  a  dilclaim 
xf  any  arrogation  of  power  over  the  church  of  Scotland^ 
Turther  than  to  extend  their  cumulative  help  hie  and 
tunc  in  this  circumftantiate  cafe  of  necel'ity,  tlvat  fo^ 
loth  they  may  have  clearnefs  to  juftify  what  they  do  in 
his- matter,  and  we  may  have  confidence  to  aniwcr  them 
hat  reproach  us. 

•  "We  intreat  alfo,  'that  with  all  eprncftnefs  you  way  cn- 
kareur.  v>  obuiQ  from  the  lanie  vcntrdble  CUm¥^\  \\\^ 
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fameacceis  and  opened  door  for  the  benefit  tif  anotihtt 
brother,  Mr.  Alexander  Shields,  .yet  labouring  among 
us  as  a  probationer  in  the  miniftryi  when  iie  ihail  be 
ready »  and  we  in  cafe  to  fpare  his  departure  from  Jisibr 
that'effeft. 

'  We  add  no  more,  but  recommending  you  ajad  thk 
weighty  affair  to  the  gracious  condu^  and  difpofal  of  the 
infinitely  wife  Jehovah  j  we  fubfcribe, 

Tour  afflined  brethren  and  companions  in  triiuL^ion 
for  the  caufe  of  Chrtft^ 

Subfcribed  in  our  name|  bv 

'   MICH.  SHIELD& 

From  the  wildernefs  of  Campos'* 
,    head-'beights^  Aug.  j/?,  1688. 

It  was  likewife  rcfolved  by  the  meeting  that  Patrick 
Walker  fliould  be  deiircd  to  go  (and  another  perfon 
with  him)  to  Fife,  and  fpeak  with  fome  perfons  thert    1 
who  delired  conference,     Thefe  perfons  were  of  tbcna 
v^o  had  been  with  James  Ruffel,and  were  now  defiroii* 
of  information  how  matters  were  among  the  focicties.— — 
This  was  done  accordingly. 

It  was  alio  appointed  by  the  meeting,  that  the  fir "C^ 
Thurfdayof  0<n:ober  fliouldbe  obferved  by  thefocieii-^ 
a  day  of  humiliation,  mourning  and  fiifting  before  tir»  < 
Lord  for  the  many  heinous  fms  ccajmitted  at  the  couir^ 
^hich  were  kept  in  fummcr  in  the  fiye  weftem  Ihirc-'^  I 
and  in  particular  for  the  renouncing  of  our  holy  cov  te- 
nants by  many,  efpecially  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  time  of 
the  fearch  there  upon  the  25th  of  July  laft. 

And  the  next  General  Meeting  was  appointed  to  meet 
at  Wanlockhead^  upon  the  24th  of  Ociober^ 

Among  the  ways,  means  and  methods  to  pave  an 
caiy  entrance  to  the  introduction  of  Popery  into  thil 
land  again  ;  that  of  granting  of  the  toleration  hath  baa 
conducible,  as  the  lad  effe^s  thereof  evidenced ;  fcr  \nth 
it  did  the  whole  land  comply,  and  under  its  fhadow  anJ 
ihelter  did  they  live  peaceably  and  quietly,  except  the 
United  Societies,  with  which,  as  they  did  not  join,  nor  | 
could,  confidering  the  fountain  from  whence  it  Howeu, 
"s^^fclute  pOY;§;r  (jUlxtv^d.  by  a  crgjiture  \  the  channel  thro* 

viiis-'h 
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tifcb  k  did  run,  which  was  the  fufpcnding  and  difaW-» 
g  of  our  penal  law^  ;  the  reftridlions  and  Hmitations 
lerewith  it  was  clogged,  and  the  end  for  which  k  was 
antedy  which  was  to  make  way  for  the  introdnftion 
Popery  -,  fo  they  were  perfecutc  with  the  fame  rigour 
formerly,  being  fo  dealt  with  both  before,  and  iince 
elaft  meeting. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  coming  to  light  of  any  thhij 
Lat  tended  to  the  difcovery  of  the  ^llice  of  their  cauib 
haverelufiering,  might  be  hindered,  and  their  vindi- 
rfion  from  miftakes  and  reproaches  caft  upon  them, 
opt ;  a  proclamation  was  iffued  forth,  difcharglng  the 
nj)OTtjng,  vending  or  felliKg  of  fome  books^  as  Lex 
U:x,  Naplitali,  Jiis  Populi,  Isfc*  and  among  others  wa« 
»ne  called  the  Hind  let  Loofe,  (fbme  of  which  had  fjd- 
!cn  mto  their  hands)  wherein  the  teftimony  maintainecS 
^  the  United  Societies  is^  vindicated,,  and  their  fuffcr- 
ings  for  adlicrmg  to  the  fame  jnftified,  and  as  the  fufifer^ 
iftgs  of  tlie  pcrfecuted  are  defended,  fo  the  cn»eltj> 
treachery  and  tyranny  of  the  perfeeutors  are  difeova^^ 
^hia  (lid  gall  them,  when  they  beheld  their  evil  deeds 

*idcntly  charafterizcd,   and — laid 

pen  before  the  world  ;  aad  that  they  might  fear  or  ex- 
«dlany  oppofition  tothecarrying  on  of  their  wicked  de- 
fi^,  and  brniging  to  pafe  of  theisr  curfed  proje^ls- 
*rD5gy»t  to  a  great  height  already)  from  the  five  weft- 
^U  fliires,  of  whom  they  always  feared  the  greateft  hiiw 
^""yjice  tliercunto,  efpecially  th«fe  people  therein,  who 
'^d  been  always  great  oppofers  of,  and  non-complier» 
^*th  their  v/icked  courfes  ;  it  was  determined  by  them: 
*^Ht.tIifc  country  people  in  that  bounds  ihould  be  dif-" 
^^ined  :  Whereiq>on  iecret  orders  were  fent  to  the  fol- 
^^ers  lying  in  the  weft  to  go  throi^h  aivd  fearch  for  - 
^'•lUh ;  which  was  exa^ly  obeyed,  and  many  of  them 
gotten  •,  whereby  the  people  were  laid  ope«i  to  be  a  prey 
lOiiny  butchmng  cut-ihroat  who  might  alTault  them. 

After  this,  a  cruel  circuit  court  was  intended  to  be 
kept  ii>  thcfc  lliires,  and  genclemen  pitcliedupon  to  be 
the  members  thereof,  and  in  fome  places  they  were  be- 
gun. The  end  of  their  apps>intment  u-as  to  find  out  and 
punifh  ihofe  who  had  been  acceffory  to  tJic  refcue  of ' 
Vfr,  David  iiouftouM. 

if  tliefe  courts  had  ^one  on,  the  ftme  would  have 
ended  nn.ich  to  to  the  niflidlion  of  tiic  United  Societies  \ 
Mut  the  liOrd,  who  ofiiiues  j'-.e.-  r*  kl?  p^oyVt  CYiXvcigt-  * 
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ment  out  of  bondage,  at  a  time  and  in  a  way  Qnex{>eci>  • 
ted  and   not  looked  for,  did   at   this  time  both  pre- 
vent the  fears  of  his  own  people,  and  the  dciigns  of  lus 
ene?nies. 

When  the  proud,  infolent  and  cruel  eii^mies  had  none 
to  wreak  themfelves  upon  but  thefe  focieties,  the  Lord 
raifcd  up  againft  them  oppofites  more  mighty  and  ftrong, 
whereby  they  got  other  things  to  think  upon  and  odief  ^ 
work  to  do,  than  always  to  be  employed  in  perfecuting 
a  poor,  wafted  and  diftreffed  people.  For,  when  the 
news  bf  the  landing  of  the  Dutch  under  the  command  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  was  noifed  abroad,  great  was  the 
diligence  and  prpparation  for  oppoiing  thern^  Procla* 
mations  were  put  forth  for  the  rendczvoufiitg  of  the 
gentlemen,  heritors  and  militia,  ordering  beacons  to  be 
fet  upon  the  top  of  fome  hills  to  give  warning  of  the  ap* 
proach  of  fhips,  when  tliey  fliould  be  feen  ;  and  com* 
manding  all  to  be  in  readinefs  betwixt  1 6  and  66.  Tlie 
ftanding  forces,  being  about  fix  regiments  of  horfe,  foot 
and  dragoons,  went  into  England,  being  fent  for  by  their 
king.  At  this  time  the  country  was  fiiU  of  commotions 
and  rumours  of  war ;  every  one  looking  for  changes  and 
revolutions,  fome  hoping  for,  and  others  fearing  the 
fame  ;  and  almoft  all  were  expe<S)!ing  the  enfuing  of  theft 
calamities  that  attend  war,  as  its  infeparable  compani- 
on. However,  the  generality  of  people  were  defirjngi 
yea  longing  for  the  landing  of  the  Dutch,  though  many 
knew  not  for  what  they  defired  them. 

In  the  mean  time  of  thefe  reelings,  as  above  mention- 
ed, our  General  Meeting  did  conveen  upon  the  24th  of 
O^ohery  at  IVatilockhead^  in  the  fliire  of  Nithfdale. — 
"Where,  pafiing  things  of  leiTer  moment,  there  delibera- 
ted upon,  I  fhall  give  a  fhort  (but  true)  account  of  the 
rioft  material  things  there  fpoken  of,  and  agreed  un- 
to. 

Mr.  Tliomas  Lining  having  gone  abroad  in  1684,  ^^ 
order  to  the  perfe^ing  of  his  lludies,  that  when  oppor- 
tunity fhould  offer  he  might  feek  and  get  ordination  •, 
being  defired  thereto  by  a  General  Meeting — to  whom 
he  left  a  fubfcribed  teftimony,  declaring  his  principles 
and  reiblutions.  He  wentfirlt  to  Lcewardcn,  where  he 
remained  nxore  than  twp  years,  living  privately  in  the 
family  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  getting  teaching  from 
one  IVlr.  Gerkirxia,  ^k  lalrAiicv:  in  that  place  who  fhewcd 

h::n 
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"liim  znilch  kindnefs*  The  reft  of  the  time  of  his  being 
abroad^  he  ftaid  at  the  tJniverfity  of  Groningcn  and 
Utrecht,  except  that  he  came  home  in  Ju/y  1687.  ^^^ 
having  ftaid  Until  OSfober  thereafter,  before  his  depart 
ture,  at  a  General  Meeting  he  left  a  paper  contauiing  his 
mind  and  refolution  about  fome  things ;  a  true  copy 
whereof  followcth* 

Tttrydtar  PrUn^J^ 

AT  my  departure  fmm  yoU|  I  fhewed  you  my  min<4 
(at  the  delire  of  the  General  Meeting)  ancnt  the 
controverlies  of  our  time,  and  likewife  my  Willingneis 
to  go  abroad  to  the  end  I  may  befitted  more  for  my  gci^ 
neration-work,  which  the  Lord  might  call  me  unto :  fo 
iiour  at  this  prefcnt  time,  I  declare  my  mind  to  be  the 
fame  about  tilings  in  comrovcrfy  as  formerly  it  tvas,  and 
that  I  am  willing  and  defirou^,  when  lawfully  called  and 
.  fcnt,  to  fervc  the  Lord  as  a  Labourer  (though  unwor* 
thy  of  that  niece  of  honour)  in  his  vineyard  ;  and  do  en* 
gajgc  myicu  not  to  fubjeft  myfelf  to  an  examination  for 
Hcence  and  ordination,  but  to  fuch  petfons  Or  Prcfbytc* 
ry  as  ye  Ihall  be  fatisficd  with,  providing  your  exceptions 
be  juft  and  valid  ;  and  that  I  Ihall  acquaint  you  before 
therewith,  that  I  may  both  have  the  help  of  your  pray* 
crs  in  I'uch  a  weighty  bufinefi,  and  yout  friendly  advice, 
providing  that  correfpondence  with  you  be  not  ftopped  by 
wars  or  fome  fuch  extraordinary  impediments 

This  alio  I  leave  as  au  evidence  of  my  concurring  ^vith 
you  in  the  Lord's  caufe  as  it  is  prcfently  ftated  agfainft 
Popery,  Prelacy,  lawlefs  toleration  and  tyranny,  and  all 
finfal  conipliauces  and  defeftidns. — As  witnefs,  written 
and  lubfcnbed  with  my  hand,  05t,  ^th,  1687. 

Sic  Sulfcrihitur^ 

THOMAS  LINING. 

?*tr.  Llnirg  after  hi.^  I^^^^g  abroad,  ftaid  for  fome  time 
in  the;  univeriity,  at  kn:»th  obtained  ordination  the  end 
of  Auviifi^  ^r  the  beginning  of  Srpiemher,  1688.  from 
the  claills  of  EmbcV:n.  Application  lor  that  efieft  being 
made  to  them  by  Mr.  Hamilton. 

.  After  liis  ordination  he  took  Voyage  prefently  for  »Scct-h 
Und,  whrre  he  arrived  in  Sepftmbtf  laft,  and  came  to 
tl^s  meeting  •,  who,  before  they  ^'ould  give  him  a  joint 

2i  z  'i^u^ 
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and  unanimous  call,  were  defiroils  to  know  the  ^ray  of 
Ids  ordination^  and  what  xninifteps  they  we^  whb  or- 
dained him  This  they  judged  necefiary,  la  itg^  tl»t 
the  miniftcrs  in  Ihe  Netherlands  had  been  calkd  either 
Eraftim^  depending  ufmi  the  magiftrate,  or  Coctem. 
-^Therefore  hewasdeiired  to  give  Ibxne  account  of  his 
ordination  at  Embden^  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  cod* 
cemed* 

Whereupon  he  declared  before  the  meeting,  thkt  he 
had  diligently  made  enquiry  about  the  minifters  thcre^ 
and  found  by  feveral  difeoveries,  (which  he  iuftanced) 
that  they  were  neither  Eraftian,  depending  On  .the  ma- 
giftr^tCi.  nor  Cocceian  ^  and  that  they  had  accepted  of 
our  <^1  and  letters  teftimonial,  which  were  feat  by  the 
laft  meeting.  ^  that  they  had  continued  his  trial  and  exa^ 
mination  Upon  all  the  heads  of  divinity  for  21  days  ;.  and 
thereafter  they  had  ordained  him  with  folemA.impoGtion 
of  hands^,  indefinitely,  without  a  relation  to  any  parti^ 
cular  church  :  For  which  he  produced  their  teftiiicate^ 
iubfcribed  by  Mr^  Fetrius  Ritzius  prefes  of  the  Claffis^' 
(as  alfo  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton.) 

When  Mr.  Lining  had  given  this  relation,  he  wentonfe 
a  little,  and  the  meetings  after  deliberation,  refolved  tx* 
pon  giving  him  a  call :  Whereupon  he  was  elefted  and 
called  by  the  elders  and  brethren  of  the  meeting  to  be 
their  minifter. 

Here  follows  the  fubflance  of  Mr..  Hamilton's  Letter* 


Worthy  Friends f 

THE  Lord  hath  been  trying  Kis  poor  church,  and 
efpecially  in  that  land  for  a  long  time,  and  hath 
made'  great  difcoveries  there,  beyond  what  the  wit  of 
man  could  ever  have  done,  fo  that  now  both  right  tfid 
left  hand  enemies  are  fairly  difcovered  and  ftated  under 
the  banner  of  Antichrift,  in  a  direft  oppofition  to  God 
and  his  Anointed,  and  that  both  as  he  is  king  in  his  own 
church,  and  hath  the  fovereignty  over  his  myftical  bo- 
dy 5  and  as  King  of  the  world,  whofe  incommunicable 
prerogsitive  it  is  to  be  abfolut^  \  fo  that  he  hath  fairly  flat- 
ed  his  owncaufe,.  and  feems  to  be  in  an  open  way  to  vin- 
dicate the  fame,  with  its  followers,  to  the  conviction  of 
ibme,  and  the  comfort  of  others,  the  fhame  and  confii- 
fion  ofoppofers  :  All  which,.  I  think,  fays,  that  he  is 
to iMing.on ruinupon  an  apellate,,  backllidcn  fecure and 

rebellious 
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tcfbe{Bciius  generation.  Hitherto  he  }i9s  bpen  fmitingthq 
lintik  of  toe  door  and  {baking  the  pofts,  but  now  feem* 
ifigljr  he  is  to  flay  with  ^e  fword,  that  he  that  fleeth^ 
ihall  not  flee  away,  and  he  that  efcape^,  fhall  not  be  de« 
fivered. — ^Qitherto  he  has  been  been  holding  a  bitter  cup 
to  the  heads  of  his  own^  making  them  to  drink  the  brim 
thereof,  not  to  deftroy,  but  to  fave  them,  and  that  they 
might  lie  what  metal  they  are  of^and  that  tp  their  ever- 
lafting  jc^ondconfolation  :  But  enemies  muft  drink  the 
bottom  with  the  dregs,  and  be  made  to  fee  that  they 
have  been  digging  their  own  graves,  and  alfo  to  fee  and 
read  to  their  conviftion  and  torment,  fincerity,  truth  and 
faithfu]nefs'  manifefled  in  thefe  whom  they  have  beea 
Reproaching,  fpoiling,  torturing  and  murderipg. 

The  Lord  will  be  magnified  in  the  generation  of  the 
righteous.  He  will  flill  cviix  his  glory  in  all  Scotland's 
confufioos,  reelings  and  fiorms,  as  fpccial  cures  win  a 
iuune  to  a  phyfician,  and  great  viftorie«  gain  honour  to 
the  principal  agents  ;  fo  the  Lamb  and  Lion  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  the  King  of  faints,  by  carrying  his  little,  little 
flock  through  fpecial  trials,  will  magnify  the  glory  of 
his  power,  love  and  conduft,  to  the  conviftion  and  a- 
i^pnifhment  of  the  world,  like  feme  Ifcilful  phyfician^ 
that  make  their  fcrvants  fwallow  fome  ftrdng  poifon, 
that  they  may  fhcw  their  ikill,  and  inhanfe  patients  to 
^hemfelves  :  So  our*  wife  Lord  puts  Jiis  people  to  great 
plunges  and  difficulties,  lh.?X  Jie  alone  may  be  employed 
and  glorified  in  them,  ^nd  in  the  eyes  oJFall  onjopkers, 
in  his  wifdom,  power,  mercy  a?id  faithfulm^fe  in  carry- 
iHg  them  fweetly  and  cleanly  through,  without  making 
flupwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  confcience.  By  this  he 
advances  bis  name,  and  makes  i^  great  to  the  pnds  of  the 
l^suth, — and  thereby  gaining  multitudes  tp  himfelf  at 
once,  ths^  wiil  be  as  fo  many  heralds  to  found  forth  the 
praifes  of  bis  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  frqm  generation  to 
generation. 

I  fliall  fay  no  more,  but  labour  tp  keep  the  gopdi  the? 
good  old  way;,  feeking  to  be  found  in  hi?  way  when  he 
Cometh,  keeping  the  word  of  Chrift's  patience,  ftand*r 
ing  fad  to  your  poft,  and  clofe  to  your  Mafler,  in  rea- 
dinef^  to  follow  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goes,  for  the 
winds  are  now  like  to  be  let  lopfc,  and  it  is  to  be  feare4 
many  fhall  be  blown  away  with  them,  although  not  one 
grain  of  his- true  wheat  ihall  be  loft,  being  preferved'by 
iitc  RQwer  qf  God  unto  ililvation ;  He  is  to  do  ^  ^tt-aX 
Z  z  2  \?^ii% 
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^ork  in  the  eanh,  and  he  will  not  be  unnundfiil  oliw 
own :  Improve  vrhat  you  are  getting  to  his  praife,  and 
credit  bim  for  more^  and  then  it  may  be  but  an  earneft 
.  ^  what  the  land  and  his  followers  may  expert.  He  has 
been  much  feen  in  managing  of  your  laft  afl^ir,  aad  to 
my  poor  capacity  is  fitting  our  worthy  friend  Mt .  Then 
masLijiing,  for  the  work  he  is  calling  him  to,  Opraife 
him,  for  he  is  doing  great  things  for  you, 

I  hope  ye  will  not  be  unmindful  of  me,  ye  know  my 
eafe  in  a  great  i^icafure: — ^my  defign  is,  if  the  Lord  will, 
upon  the  firft  breaking  out  qf  wars  to  yifit  you,  and  tako 
^  ihare  of  your  lot,  and  again  I  lay  it  upon  you  to  pray 
the  Lord  may  open  a  door  for  me;  and  if  not,  that  I  ma; 
be  kept  f^thful  iq  every  lot  that  I  may  be  tryfted  with, 
(o  the  glory  and  praife  qf  his  rich  grace,  • 

The  hearer  will  fignify  my  diligence  at  Greningiff;  as 
to  that  affair  of  Blr  Boyd,  I  fhall  labour  to  fulfil  your  K- 
queil  s  as  for  any  furthpr,  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer.^^^*- 
Praying  the  Lord  may  b^  a  fun,  and  ai  fhield  VAto  yc4 
;illj  I  2fi\^  ^s  ever. 

Worthy  friends i  yours  in  the  Lord  J«Jiis% 

Sept,  j^thy  |688,  ROBt,  HAMILTON. 


The  next  thingthe  Meeting  took  to  their  confiderati^ 
on  was  to  confult  upon  what  would  be  our  duty  when  the 
Jjutch  fhould  land,  of  which  there  were  great  expeftatir 
ens  that  it  would  prefently  occur. — Whereupon  the  qnc& 
tion  was  propounded  firft  in  gener;\l  thus. 

What  ought  to  be  done  in  cafe  the  Dutch  with  other  ' 
confederate  Proteftants  fhould  make  an  expedition  into 
this  kingdom,  providing  their  declaration,  and  owk  of 
the  war  were  right  ?-r-rNext  it  was  divided  intofcveral 
branches  for  the  better  underftanding  thereof. ^As 

(j.)  Whether  duty  and  fafety  did  call  for  a  riCi^  in 
arms,  or  to  fit  ftiU  and  hide  ? 

(2.)  If  there  fhould  he  a  riling  refolved,  when  this 
fhould  be  attempted  ? 

(3.)  Who  fhoiild  he  admitted  to  concur  ? 

(4.)  Whether  there  fhould  be  an  affocialion  wkh  the 
jPutch^  or  continuing  in  a  fcpjirate  body  ? 

(5.)  Whether  there  /boald  be  any  ty^ting  vi3A  them 
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21  fioch  a  feparate  appearancCi  or.jfany,  how  far  mighl 
iv^  proceed  ? 

Thefip  things  being  thus  propounded,  after  mutual 
roafcrence  and  debatings,  concerning  everyone  of  them, 
:he  nnind  of  every  member  of  the  meeting,  to  each  of 
:hefe  propofiis  being  enquired. — Who  after  deliberate. 
?»,  did  give  it,  the  rcfult  of  which  was  thefe  concluilons 
Following. 

As  to  the  firjlj  It  was  refolved  that  duty  and  fafety 
(eemed  to  require  rifing  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  to  avoid 
fhares,  and  fecmingly  ineluftaWe  deftruftion,  when  all 
-would  be  required  to  fide  thcmfelves,  and  declare  whom 
they  were  for,  and  concur  with  fome  party,  for  it  would 
be  a  reproach,  when  now  the  quarrel  would  be  ftated  for 
religion  and  liberty,  if  they  who  have  borne  arms  hither*- 
to  for  the  defence  thereof,  flioulj  now  lay  them  by  as 
iodifterent. 

To  xhtfecondy  It  was  refolved  that  our  appearance  in 
that  pofture  fliould  not  be  fudden,  for  that  would  be  to 
^xpofe  ourfelves  as  ?,  prey,  nor  that  it  fliould  be  at  all,  if 
the  expedition  fhould  only  be  in  England,  But  that  it 
fliould  only  be  attempted  in  the  forementioned  circuni^ 
ftonccs,  when  the  expedition  in  that  kingdom  were  io 
far  advanced  Vs  all  the  country  were  in  a  combuftion,  and 
generally  preffed  to  declare  themfelves  on  what  fide  thty 
were.  And  to  this  efteft,  it  was  agreed  that  our  gather* 
ing  fhould  be  toward  that  place  of  the  country  conranand- 
cd  by  the  Diitchj  and  that  Ibme  fhould  be  appointed  to 
wait  at  Edinburgh,  to  give  intelligence  to  all  quarters, 
when  they  fliould  land  in  Scotland  :  And  there 'to  ap- 
point time  and  place  of  another  General  Meeting,  whit  1\ 
might  conclude  whctlier  the  cafe  required  a  gathering  in 
arms  or  not. — Accordingly  fome  were  chofcn  for  tlie 
forefaid  end,  who  alfo  went  and  ftayed  there. 

The  thirds  B^ing  much  doubted,  and  debated  whe- 
ther compilers  with  the  enemy,  might  be  admitted  to 
join  in  arms  \  it  was  refolved  in  this  liiethbd.  That  iir(t 
9  declaration  containing  the  caufe^  occafion.  and  ends  of 
oar  appearing  be  emitted.  Then  a  day  of  humiliation 
r.ppointed  to  mourn,  for  all  the  fteps  of  defection  and 
compliances  ;  wherein  jR  joiners  fliould  be  enjohied  to 
confefs  their  refpedtive  accellion  to  the  fms  mourned  ';- 
ycr :  and  then  that  the  covenant  ihouW  be  folcmnlv  r  :- 
sewed  with  application  to  all  the  breaehes  of  it,  Oi<.l  i-vl 
iate^  in  our  day,  engaging  all  JQiner?  a§a;nft  all  co-.-v- 


566    General  Meetingi  Olt;  i/^h;  rfitS. 

pliancc  in  time  'coming;  After  aU  which^  if  cdmfKaii. 
ibould  declare  their  agreement  \vith  the  declarafipn|  jdiii: 
in  the  humiliation,  confeffing  thpir  compliances,  and 
fubfcribe  the  covenant,  engaging  againft  all  ccHnjpliance 
for  the  fiiture,  they  might  then  be  a(}mitted.  lliis  it 
not  to  be  underftood  of  them  who  had  ferflnted  their, 
lives  who  were  not  to  be  admitted: ;  And  concerning 
thefe  who  were  guilty  of  fome  grofs  ftej»  of  defeflxm 
and  compliance  \  it  could  not  be  determined  if  th^ 
ihould  be  admitted  or  not :  But  it  was  provided  that  rf 
they  were,  it  fhould  only  be  as  fingle  foldiers  fltnd  not  tQ 
be  officers.  '     '        '  ..  i 

As  to  th.^  fourth i  It  was  concluded  linanimoufly  that 
we  could  not  have  an  afibciation  with  the  Dutch ^  in  oda 
body,  i^r  come  formally  under  their  condu£t,  being 
luch  a  promifcuous  conjun£tion  of  reformed  Lutheran 
malignants  and  feftaries,  to  join  with  whom,  were  rc» 
pugnaot  to  the  teftimony  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

As  to  the  ^th J,  After  fome  debate  it  was  agreed,  ibsi 
they  might  be  treated  with,  fo  far  as  to  keep  fome  cor^ 
refpondence  with  them,  to  co-operate  together  againft 
the  common  enemy,  to  inform  them  of  their  motion, 
to  take  ammunition  from  them,  and  to  admit  fome  of 
them  to  come  ami  teach  us  the  art  of  vr^f/bnt  not  t^ 
take  them  for  our  officers,  nor  come  uaidcr  their  con* 
duft*. 

The  next  Qeneral  Meeting  wap  appointed  to  be  at 


In  the  interval  of  aftef  this  meeting  nothing  was  exi 
pefted  but  confulions  and  commotions.  The  Unite4 
Societies  were  waiting  when  opportunity  fliould  offer  fof 
reducing  their  forefaid  refolutions  into  practice. 

In  the  mean  time  they  enjoyed  peace,  and  got  a  brcat 
thing  from  that  cruel  perfecution  under  which  they  had 
long  been  groaning. 

Upon  the  5th  of  November,  The  prince  of  Orange 
with  his  army  confifting  of  about  14,000  men,  did  land 
in  England;"  not  long  after  their  landing  there  were 
ftrange  rcvolutic^s  in  that  kingdom,  in  brhiging  to  pafs  of 

which 

•  There  is  no  mention  oftheir  appointing  any  fad  days  here, 
as  was  ordinary  formerlv.  Vrnm  flii<?  time  foryv^rd  many  di 
ipei  wholiredin  that  time,  date  the  beginning  of  their  dccicn- 
fion  from  their  Coira^t  ijvtac^Ui  aad  9''a(Sticey,  faityulntfs, 
zciii  and  tenderaels. 
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he  Lord's  right  hand  and  arm  did  glorioufly  ap'^ 
3  the  hand  of  man  very  little.— -That  huge  ar- 
7^000  Engliih,  Scots,  and  Iriih  did  melt  away, 
;  of  all,  not  giving  fo  much  as  one  ftrokc.  The 
mcs,  was  tumbled  from  his  throne,  and  made 
lis  Queen  and  greateft  courtiers  glad  to  hide 
es,  fome  of  whom  were  tak€n.  In  Scotland 
ges  aud  revolutions  were  neathcpf  few  tkor  fmall. 
jke  whkh  was  gi'ren  to  Fapifts  and  their  idola- 
pot  the  refult  of  long  contrived  counfels,  nor 
K)r  efFeftoate  bgr  wife  or  great  men,  but  done  in 

by  children  and  others  not  much  efteemed,  tho* 
I  their  quarrel  was  cfpoufed  by  other?*. 
fs  th?rt  which  was  done  at  Edinburgh,  Decern^ 
/*--The  like  jftroke  they  met  with  at  London, 
s  fame  time,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  before 
1 :  Behold  on  a  fudden  a  very  wonderful  altera-' 

who  not  long  before,  claimed  ain  abfohite  pow«f  : 
prerogative  royal,  which  all  were  to  obey  with*- 
vc,  was  made  to  flee,  and  could  get  few  to  o-* 

yea  defpifed  by  many  of  thefe  whom  he  exalt- 

wicked  were  enfnared  in  the  work  of  their  own 
id  the  counfel  of  the  heathen  brought  to  nought. 
ho  formerly  were  perfecutc  are  now  in  quiet, 
;  who  had  been  perfecutors,  are  in  fear,  and 
lidc  themfelves.     Thefe  who  formerly  were  a 

many,  arc  now  feared  for  thefe  whom  they 
aid  before*     Thefe  are  the  doings  of  the  Lord, 
Id  be  wondrous  m  our  eyes, 
s  reeling  time,  the  Societies  were  not  idlCj  for 

fome  of  them  were  a<ftive  in  what  was  done  a- 
•piih  idolatry  at  Edinburgh,  but  what  was  done 
ind  in  other  place's  of  the  country,  was  done 
loft  pnrt  by  them  ;  and  they  were  willing  to  have 
re,  if  it  had  been  in  their  power  :  zeal  againrt: 
and  their  idolatry,  at  this  time  w^  very  lively 
I :  But  that  which  was  moil  the  occ^fion  of  their 
g  was  the  alarming  noife  of  the  Papifts  burning 
bright  which  did  run.  through  the  country : 
pon  they  looked  upon  this  as  an  opportunity  for 
appear  for  the  defence  of  religion,  the  country, 
nfelvcs. 
dingly  they  did  appear  in  great  numbers  (being 

forward  to  it,  ci  any  in  the  country)  efpecially   . 
'dale  and  Galloway,  (n  which  places  they  de-  . 


■^w 
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firo/ed  the  reli^  and  nicnuments  of  idolatryy  #Udi 
they  got  In  houfes  belonging  to  papifls)  and  fome  oi 
them,  viz.  in  Clydcfdale  (layed  together  in  arnis  until 
the  General  Meeting,  which  conveencd  upon  tlie  3dt)f    - 
January^  1689.  atDougla8>  in  the  (hire  of  Clydcfdale. 

The  wliich  day  the  meeting  being  fet  there  tras  a 
paper  of  apology,  f5'r»  agreed  unto,—- which  they  ccti* 
eluded  ihould  be  forth-with  publiihed  intendiiig  there* 
by  to  apologize  for,  and  (hew  the  caufe  of  their  rifiugi 
and  continuing  in  arms,  left  theyv^ould  be  mifconftruo  \ 
ted  ;  and  to  clear  themfelves  of  fome  afperfions  caA  u« 
pon  them,  7)articularly  that  of  robbing  of  the  Curate  of 
Carluke,  for  which  they  were  bbmea;  and  to  declare 
their  refolution  to  difperlc,  that  fo  the  country  might  fe0' 
that  theydefired  not  to  be  burdcnfome,  except  whenne^ 
ceiTity  called  for  it.  And  alfo  by  this  to  figniify  their  ad« 
herence  to  the  caufe  for  which  they  had  been  iuffering. 

This  paper  was  publifhed  at  Douglas  the  4th  of 
January,  1689.  where  (after  Mr.  *  Alexander  Sluekls 
had  prayed  and  fung  a  part  of  a  pfalm)  it  was  read: 
There  were  prefent  Meffrs.  Thomas  Liidng,  AVUliam 
Boyd,  and  David  Houftoun,  and  about  300  armed  men, 
as  alio  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  imme- 
diately after  which,  the  armed  men  went  out  of  the 
town,  except  thofe  who  were  concerned  to  ftay  upon  the 
n-ccount  of  the  General  Meeting  \  and  that  the  paper 
might  be  the  better  feen  by  all  concerned,  fcvcral  co- 
pies thereof  were  written  tliat  night,  which  were  fpiead 
abroad  through  the  country. 

Immediately  after  the  dilmifllng  of  the  armed  men, 
the  General  Meeting  conveencd  again,  to  whom  tras 
givon  in  a  p;iper  by  tbclc  men  reprd'enting  the  focicties  ■ 
of  Nithfdale,  containing  fome  articles  for  the  better  ^^ 
gulating  of  comp:*nies  in  that  juncture.  This  was  judg- 
ed neceiiiifv  to  be  given  in  for  preventing  of  dllbrdcrs, 
which  in  this  confaicl  im\t  miglit  fall  out  among  them 
while  tiiey  were  in  iinns,  and  wlierecf  ibme  had  ocur- 
red  already. 

It  was  read  and  confldered  by  the  meeting,  and  thet 
defired  captain '.  andlicutcnaiits  of  companies  to  meet  to* 
get  her  in  order  to  t'le  ioi:»de:'c^:nding  upon  thcfe  or  the 
like  articles,  ami  to  eade^vour  to  get  the  fame  put  in 
praftice,  that  order  inlgLt  be  kf pi  and  oflences  prc\ent- 

ted.— 
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*d.»— rBut  neverthelefe  the  fame  was  not  dcfixe,  altJbiougli 
:  M'as  judged  neceffary. 

It  was  moved  by  fome,  that  the  meeting  might  tOnil- 
ei*  upon  the  drawing  up  and  fending  an  addrefs,  with 
n  ac<lount  of  our  grievances  fuftained  by  us  under  the 
ite  tyranny,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  the  cir- 
utnibtnces  feemed  to  call  foi*  at  our  hands  ;  whereupon 
:  i^ms  rcfolved  that  the  fame  fliould  be  written  and 
irought  to  the  next  meeting,  who  were  to  confider  U:^ 
>on  the  time  and  method  of  fending  them*  The  doing 
>f  this  Was  judged  ncceflary,  that  as  thereby  we  would 
Krknowledge  die  Prince  to  be  a  honoured  inftniment  of 
creaking  the  heavy  yoke  of  oppreflion  from  off  our 
lecks  ;  fd  We  would  take  opportunity  to  put  him  Ut 
nUld  of  the  great  and  wonderful  things  tlie  Lord  did  for 
b^fl)  which  called  for  fuitable  returns  at  his  hands  } 
Urithal  ti^ly  feprcfcnting  ouf  calife,  for  adhcritig  where- 
Unto  we  had  been  fuflfering  thcfe  years  paft  5  and  laying 
men  bur  Cafe  before  hlm^  whi(ih  he  might  be  ignorant 
Mj  being  a  ftranger  \  and  craving  his  aid  and  help  for  re- 
dpeffing  o^  GUI'  grievances!-**- What  followed  upon  thii 
Qi^U  be  fhewil  afterwards. 

I^ere  was  a  lettei*  prefetited  and  read  at  this  meet- 
ings fent  from  James  Dick,  Robert  Dun,  Robert  Cath* 
csirt>  i^c*  in  Carrick  and  Galloway^  (who  formerly  had 
Separated  from  and  oppofed  Mr«  James  Ren  wick,,  of 
whom  fome  account  is  already  given)  direfted  to  Kerf- 
land  ;  in  which  thet  defined  fome  might  be  fent  to  con- 
^erfe  with  them,  in  order  to  union. 

The  meeting  having  a  defire  to  have  differences  re*- 
moved  in  a  right  way,  refolved  to  fend  fome  men  to  heai* 
^what  thev  would  fay.  So  William  Harris,  John  Mack 
in  Evandale,  William  Rigg  and  Andicw  Rofs  in  Car^. 
rick,  were  chofen  for  that  effeft,  who  were  defired  to 
give  account  of  their  diligence  to  the  next  meeting.  • 

Accordingly  thcfe  men  met  with  thofe  of  GalU  way 
and  Carrick  at  Sanquhar,  Jafwary  i^d^  where  Robert 
■'Cathcart,  in  name  of  the  reft,  propounded  firft,  1  hat 
feeing  we  joined  with  fuch  miniilers  as  were  altogcth^ 
extraneous  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  there  could  be  no 
arcommodation  be  thought  on,  till  cither  we  dilbwned 
•them,  or  elfe  that  they  fliould  fubmit  themfclves  to  the 
miniiterjt  of  the  church  of  Scotland  ;"'-and  they  deilred 
we  would  make  addrefs  to  thcfe  miniftcrs  of  the  church 
of- Scotland  \ — 'cs  to  other  prop)fal5  (though  they  faid 
A  a  a  Xix^J.^ 
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they  had  more)  they  refufed  to  give  them,  fedngve 
could  not  agree  about  the  firft. 

When  the  meeting  heard  this  account,  they  wondered 
what  thefe  men  could  mean  :  if  they  intended  union, 
the  requiring  of  that  which  they  fought  as  the  founda^ 
tion  thereof^  was  not  the  way  to  attain  it.  For,  to  <fif- 
own  our  minifters  (except  they  would  do  that  which  in 
confcience  they  could  not  do,  as  matters  are  how  dr« 
cumftantiate)  would  have  been  proTC^ing  to  God,  and 
afforded  matter  of  mocking  of  us  to  men. 

The  laird  of  Earlftoun  having  heard  of  the  proclaim- 
ing of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  declaration  at  Glafgow  by 
Mr.  Boyd  and  fome  others  with  him,  was  offended  there' 
at»     And  to  evidence  his  diflike  thereof,  wrote  (beiog 
at  that  time  prifoner  in  Blacknefs)  to  James  Wilfon,d^ 
firing  him  in  his  name,  to  proteil  before  the  Geuerai 
Meeting  againft  that  deed.    Which  James  Wilfon  did ). 
acquainting  the  meeting  that  he  had  Earlftoun's  letter 
for  it.     With  which  proteftation  fome  of  the  Gencxal ; 
Meeting  joined.^     And  the  whole  meeting  declared  thtf 
diiTatis^dlion  with  the  reading  of  that  declaration,  whidi 
as  it  was  a  deed  raflily  gone  about  without  common  coo* 
fent  \  fo,  though  they  would  not  meddle  with  it  as  it 
was  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  who  wai  t 
ftranger  ;  yet   to  efpoufe  the  fame  as  their  declaration 
fo  abruptly,  they  thought  it  too  lame  and  defe<Siive,  fa 
there  was  no  mention  made  in  it  of  the  covenanted  work 
of  reformation. 

Upon  the  account  of  the  hte  emergents,  the  meeting 
thought  it  their  duty  to  fet  apart  fome  time  for  prayer 
and  thankfgiving  5  as  follows: 

It  is  earneftly  deiired  that  TnefJay  the  15th  oi  Janu' 
ary  may  be  kept  a  day  of  thankfgiving  for  the  woiukrM 
providences  o£  God  towards  us  in  breaking  in  fomtnio- 
iure  the  yoke  of  perfecutien,  and  animating  fome  to  tic 
deflroving  of  the  monuments  of  idolatry  in  the  laii4 

Alfo,  that  in  the  fame  day  we  may  be  earned  in  pfjy- 
cr,  that  we  may  iind  favour  in  the  eyes  of  thofc  wliofl* 
the  Lord  harth  made  inflrumcnts  of  our  relief. 

The  generality  of  people  in  the  five  wefiern  fl»"*^ 

confidering  the  providences  of  the  time,  which  were  in* 

deed  wonderful, — did  look  upon  the  feme  as  an  opp^'' 

tuaity  put  hi  their  hands  of  l]i».king,  o3:'  the  yoke  oi'^ 

jurca 

\ 
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?cdl  Prelacy,  under  which  they  had  Ijeen  long  groan* 
5,  and  th^  cafting  out  of  the  kirks  thefe  intruding  hire* 
gs  the  curates,  refolving  never  to  fubjeft  to  them,  and 
do  all  which  lies  in  their  power  to  hinder  the  intru^ 
nag^n. 

Accordingly  many  curates  were  put  from  their  kirks 
iich  they  had  long  pofTefled.  Thofe  who  were  moft 
Live  in  this,  were  of  the  United  Societies,  who  at  this 
ne  {hewed  not  only  zeal  and  forwardnefs  in  that,  but 
b  in  deftroying  fopilh  idolatry  ;  and  herein  they  were 
Iped  of  the  Lord  to  carry  Chriftianly,  as  was  acknow*- 
Igcdby  their  very  enemies  ;  £qr  though  they  fhewed 
ich  ftriftnefs  in  fearching  for  idolatrous  things  in  hou* 
where  they  got  intelligence  of  their  being  hid ;  yet 
ey  did  not  wrong  any  thing  in  the  houfe,  nor  tike 
ght  out  of  the  fame  5  witnei's  that  which  they  did  at 
"aquair ;  neither  did  they  convert  any  of  thele  idpla- 
>us  things  (though  fome  of  themwere  of  great  value) 
private  or  public  ufes,  but  brought  the  fame  to  public 
iercat.^rofles  5  aud  there  before  many  witnefils  deftroy- 
:  them  by  fire, 

Thefe  things  which  were  done  at  this  time  by  the  U- 
ted  Societies  (mountain-men  or  hill-men  as  they  were 
len  called)  made'fuch  a  noife  through  the  land,  that 
ic  very  report  thereof  occafipned  a  great  terror  among 
apifts,  malignants  and  Curates,  and  they  were  much 
a^id  of  them. — Here  is  21  change  to  be  remarked ! 
-Thefe  men,  high  and  great  in  their  own  efteem, 
)me  of  whom  feared  neither  God  nor  man,  are  now  a- 
raid  of  thefe  poor  people  wbpnt  before  they  contemned 
nd  defpifed. 

In  this  reeling  and  unfettled  time,  according  to  th© 
ppointment  of  the  laft  meeting,  A  General  Meeting 
m  conveen  in  the  town  of  Sanquhar,  in  the  fliire  of 
^Uhfdale,  upon  Jatiuary  23^. — An  account  of  what  was 
kliberated  and  refolved  upon  by  them,  with  the  way 
>f  managing  the  fame,.  I  fliall  here  fct  down. 
^  Alexander  Gordon  of  IJarllloun,  after  his  being  prw 
pneralong  time  {viz.  lince  May  1683)  ^"^^^  ^^  length 
ct  at  libcrt)'  out  of  the  cafrle  of  Blacknels  (being  among 
^laft  who  was  liberate  after  the  Revolution)  in  a  way 
^^  upon  terms  no-way  diflionouring  to  the  caufc  for 
"^hich  he  liad  been  fuffering,  the  fame  being  without  a^ 
■y?"g?g^iii^'nt  by  word  or  writing  to  thefe  \Yho  werehU 
A  a  a    2  ^^vk<:^^r. 
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per(bcutors;i  or  his  freedom  fo  much  as  fought  by  him  *, 
yea  when  coining  out  of  the  caftle,  he  took  iuftrutneots 
in  the-bands  of  the  clerk  of  that  plape  that  he  was  the 
fame  as  to  bis  principles  when  he  was  going  out,  as  when 
he  came  in  there.  Being  at  liberty  he  was  defifous  to 
iee  bis  friends  and  old  acquaintances  in  the  Weft,  where* 
upon  he  came  to  Sanquhar,  and  he  was  defired  to 
be  prefent  at  the  meeting.  When  he  came  Jn,  and  had 
fat  a  little,  he  rofeup  voluntarily  of  his  own  fr«e  chpiciei 
^nd  without  being  defbed  be  fpake  to  the  meeting  to 
this  ejffeft. 

That  after  long  abfence  the  Lord  in  his  providence 
had  ordered  th<?ir  meeting  together  again,  they  knew 
his  errand  in  going  abroad,  and  how  he  fell  into  the  &« 
nemies  hands,  and  what  trials  and  toflings  he  had  en* 
dured,  while  among  their  hands  :  That  tor  a  while  af- 
ter he  was  taken,  it  was  not  fo  right  in  matters  between 
God  and  his  foul,  as  it  was  afterward.  And  when  it 
came  to  the  trial,  he  did  not  carry  as  it  hec?>me  a  pu 
foner  for  truth,  foT  he  did  petition  the  enemies,  in  whidt 
petition  were  all  the  evils  imaginable  whi^h  (ht}  faid)  was 
ciithonourable  to  God,  and  offenfive  Xo  his  people :  Whca 
lie  had  ended,  he  removed  a  little.  When  the  meeting 
had  communed  among  themfelves  corfcerning  him,  they 
were  fatisfied  with  his  ingenuity  which  appeared  in  hia 
confeinnff  of  whiU  he  had  done  >vrong  when  a  prifoner, 
the  certamty  whereof,  they  knew  not  before.  Howe- 
ver feeing  feveral,  and  various  reports  of  his  carriiigc 
that  then  were  I'pread  abroad,  and  credited  by  many  ^ 
And  th^t  they  bad  bee^  bl^^ped  of  being  partial  upoi^ 
his  account, 

It  was  thought  expedient  to  go  to  him  in  prh^ate,  an^ 
enquire  at  himfclf  concerning  fome  things  wherewitl^ 
he  was  charged :  And  for  his  own  exoneration,  and  thei^ 
fatisfaftion,  to  delire  him  to  be  free ;  which,  with  h^ 
anfwers  to  t*acb  of  them  follow,  as  they  were  propoi-" 
ed  by  two  men  to  him.  After  apologizing  that  thc^ 
hoped  he  would  nqt  be  offended  at  their  freedom,  tht^y 
Retired  he  woultfbe  pleated  to  f^Ui^f)' them  hi  giving  an- 
fwers to  feme' Rr^  things. 

I/?,  If  after  he  was  apprehended,  he  had  any  hanJ 
in  difcovering  the  plot  in  England,  for  which  he  ra^* 
much  blamed?  He  altogether  denied  his  having  ?n/ 
band  in  this^  j 
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liffvi  If  aver  he  faid  before  the  enemies,  that  he 
(Tould  take  the  Teft,  as  was  reported  he  did  ?  This  hp 
illb  denied :  And  (hewed  what  way  he  was  miftaken  ia 
t,  whf^h  was  thus.  One  time  when  Edward  Aitken 
who  was  taken  with  him)  and  he  were  before  Queeof-^ 
>erry,  who  aiked  at  Edward  if  he  would  take  the  Tdlj, 
br  (faid  he)  Earlftouu  hath  faid  he  will  take  it ;  where-. 
apon  Edward  faid  to  Earlftoun,  will  ye  take  the  Teft  ? 
To  tills  Earlftoun  did  not  anfwer,  but  turned  about  to 
Qu€enfberry,  and  faid,  would  ye  ha^e  him  be  like  the 
witches  ?  To  which  he  faid,  was  that  to  renounce  his 
i>aptifm  ?  So  the  fpeaking  in  that  manner,  and  not  giv-* 
ng  an  anfwer  to  Edward  made  him  fuppofe  that  EarU 
[loun  had  faid,  he  would  take  the  Teft, 

31//^,  If  he  made  any  farther  difcovery  of  the  plot,  af» 

tcr  it  was  found  out,  as  it  wj\s  faid  he  did  ?  This  he  like^ 

vifc  denied,  except  oiie  time  when  threatened  with  the 

boots,  by  the  council,  unlefs  he  would  make  a  difcovery 

thereof,  he  told  them  he  could  tell  them  no  more  then 

▼hat  they  had  got  already,  but  that  he  heard  fome  of 

thcmfelves  had  a  hand  in  it.     In  like  manner  he  denied 

that  he  told  of  Mr,  Haddow's  quarters  in  London  (as; 

lyas  reportijd  he  did)  neither  knew  what  way  it  was  dif-* 

covered  unlefs  they  had  got  %  direftion  of  a  letter  to  him, 

Wiong  his  paj>ers  which  were  feized  on  s^t  Shields, 

.  4^Wy,  If  he  knew  what  was  the  nature  of  the  petition 

8'ven  in  by  him  to  the  council ;    He  declared,  he  knew 

^ot,  which  made  his  doing  thereof  the  more  heinouSj^ 

^^^  iie  faid  there?  were  all  kinds  of  evils  in  it.    The  mei> 

J^^'irned  and  acquainted  the  meeting  with  what  Earl- 

fou^  had  faid  to  them  concerning  thofe  things  they 

^^e  defired  to  aik  him  about.     iSo  it  was  concluded  by 

^'^j  as  moft  expedient,  that  he  might  be  defired  to 

P  t>«*efent  at  the  meeting,  though  not  h  member  there- 

This  was  thought  fitteft  that  none  might  have  rca- 

^k*   ^®  charge  theni  with  partijility,  in  admitting  him^ 

rmi^  they  would  not  haye  done  fo  w}th  others.     So  he 

^^^  in. 

^fter  this,  when  the  meeting  was  fpeaking  about  ad-, 
^!^hig  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  Eiirlftouu  declared  h  is 
*"^tlsta<5lion  with  the  reading  of  his  declaration  Ayhicli 
JJJ^^fioned  fome  debate  between  him  aqd  Mr,  Boyd. 
*Wciifter  continuing  therein  a  little  fpace,  Earhloivi 
f^tcped  his  proteftation  againft  receiving  into  the  meet- 
^g^  who  hj^d  e({>Dul<?d  ^  malign^m  iut^rcft  \  '^%\a  Vs\^ 
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theie  who  had  read  the  Prince's  declaration  had  donCi 
icdng  by  their  reading  thereof,  they  had  owned  hiiO) 
and  efpoufed  his  quarrel,  while  in  the  mean  time,  they 
knew  not  well  what  he  was  for  j  neither  had  he  given 
conditions  on  his  part,  nor  fecurityfor  religion.  The 
meeting  ihewed  their  diflike  of  the  reading  of  the  Priiif- 
cc's  declaration.  (Yet  they  admitted  the  readers  to  he  mmr 
bers  of  the  meeting)  However,  Earlilgun  would  not  fay 
in  the  meeting,  though  he  was  earneftly.  dcfired*^  hi 
going  away  was  fomewhat  grievous  to  then>: 

The  meeting  confidering  the  confiifions  which  were 
at  the  laft  meeting  and  other  meetings  before  ;  for  avoids 
ing  the  like  at  the  time,  they  concluded.  That  the  nu- 
nifters  and  elders  fbould  go  apart  by  themfelves,  antf 
confult  and  deliberate  upon  matters  incumbent  for  them. 
[Let  none  from  this  be  fo  far  miiliaken,  as  to  think  that 
before  this  time  rainifters  and  ciders  did  fit  as  members 
of  General  Meetings,  for  they  were  only  prefcnt  there 
to  give  their  ?idvif e  and  counfel,  which  was  neceflary  to 
be  fought,  and  requifite  for  them  to  gr\'e.]  That  thcfe 
that  had  command  oyer  companies^  as  captains,  lieute- 
nants, tjfr.  fhould  meet  together,  and  deliberate  upon 
matters  relating  to  them.  And  that  the  General  Meet- 
ing fliould  meet  by  themfelves,  and  confult  about  mat- 
ters wherein  they  were  concerned  5  and  in  things  doubt- 
ful to  feek  advice  from  the  minifters.  This  refolution 
was  put  in  praftice  upon  the  piorrow  \  and  for  that  eight 
they  parted  *. 

Upon  the  morrow,  January  24th,  the  General  Mee- 
ting Gouveened,  when  it  was  unanimoufly  concluded  hy 
them,  That  it  was  a  neceffary  duty  to  renew  the  cove- 
nants. Some  of  them  agreed  to  this  only  for  themfelvefi 
not  having  the  minds  of  their  focieties  therein.  Otheis 
dciired  that  their  focieties  might  be  acquainted  there- 
with, that  they  might  have  time  to  think  upon,  anJ 
prepare  for  fo  grave  and  ferious  a  v/ork.  And  others 
fpcLe  not  only  for  themfelyesj  but  for  their  focieties  alfo. 

How- 

*  The  reason  of  this  ^crcfl:oing  corchinon  sppears  »o  have 
hcen  occafioned  by  Earlftoun's  Proicftation  agaioll  Mr  Brv^ 
^c.  which  feverals.atlhertd  unto;  and  oiheis  who  favojred 
what  Mr.  Boyd  had  dorr,  condcinned  the  Protvfta  ion,  which 
caufcd  hot  debutes  ;  therefore  they  found  it  ncceiTary  for  cany* 
ing  on  their  dc(igns  uK»re  fecreily,  wiil>out  appii'ing  the  peJ' 
pie  thertofjio  fo\\ow  ihi^  hieihod  :  whether  theic  whi  paniaii'f 
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tlovrever,  they  all  referred  the  drawing  up  of  the  fteps 
Df  defeAion  and  breaches  of  covenant,  and  fiicing  upon 
?he  day  for  that  folemn  aftion,  to  the  minifters  )  with 
ei'liich  they  (the  minifters)  were  acquainted. 

.  The  minifters  and  elders  condefcended  upon  the  3jd  of 
^farcB  for  faid  work.  The  reafon  of  appointing  it  fa 
bon,  was  to  have  it  before  the  down-fitting  of  the  Con- 
tention pf  Eftates,  which  was  to  be  upon  tlie  24th  of 
Afarcb  s  for  then  affairs  n>ight  come  to  fome  fettkment^ 
and  it  would  not  be  fo  proper  for  us  to  do  it  as  in  this  in-^ 
terregniim,  and  time  of  anarchy. 

But  betwixt  and  that  time,  there  was  a  faft-day  agree- 
ed  upon,  vit.  The  firft  Thitrfday  of  Fdruarjy  whidi 
3ur  focieties  weredefired  to  keep  as  a  day  of  faftingand 
prayer,  for  preparation  to  our  intended  folemn  renew- 
ing tlie  covenants,  that  we  might  be  helped  to  a  right 
fight  and  fenfe  of  the  breaches,  and  a  right  underfland- 
faig  aiid  impreflion  of  the  duties  thereof. 

As  aliby  there  was  another  General  Meeting  appoint-* 
cd  to  meet  at  Crawford-Johfiy  upon  the  i  jth  of  Ftbrua^ 
ry,  1689.  Againfi  which  time,  the  acknowledgment 
of  fins  and  breaches  of  covenant,  ^c.  were  to  be  drawn 
up,  and  there  to  be  read.  And  likewife  our  addrefs  to^ 
the  Prince,  with  our  grievances,  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
then  and  there  to  be  deliberated  upon  and  condefcend- 
ed unto^ 

The  minifters  snd  elders  fearing  that  diforders  might 
happen  in  putting  out  of  the  Prelatic  curates  from  the 
kirks  in  the  way  and  manner  lately  praftifed,  whereby 
the  caufe  might  be  wronged,  sfnd  the  owners  thereof 
reproached :  For  preventing  Whereof,  they  agreed  upon 
a  i>aper  to  be  given  in  by  the  people  of  each  parifh  to  the 
Curate,  which  they  expected  would  make  him  afraid  to 
preach,  or  ftay  any  longer  there ;  the  tenor  of  which 
was  : 


/.». 


*«  WE,  belonging  to  the  Parifli  of.  If  ?*■■  '•.-.'■^  ^^  having 
now  long  groaned  under  the  infupportable  ydkc  krf  i^re- 
iacy,  and  havuig  fiift'ered  a  long  continued  tjfucl.af  maiii- 
fold  cruel  opprcflions  and  pcrfecutions  for  many  ytars, 
upon  the  account  of  our  not  owning  and  fubmitting  unto 
the  intrufion  of  Epifcopal  Curates  ;  and  withal,  being 
touched  with  fuch  zeal  to  the  houle  of  our  God,  that 
we  cannot  endure  any  longer  to  fee  it  made  and  continue 
to  be  a  den  of  thieves,  who  have  not  entered  in  at  Chrift's 
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door,  but  by  t^eway  of  men's  uftirpation  ;  Andremm* 
bering  the  obligation  of  our  folemn  covenahts  to  endea- 
vour the  extirpation  of  Prclaqr  >  and  being  refohcdto 
profecutc  it  by  all  approveti  meims  to  the  iitmoft,  as  th< 
Lord  ihall  enable  us,  Do  therefore,  to  prevent  other  tit> 

multSy  warn  you to  futces^fe  and  defift  from  preach* 

ing  and  all  other  miniftcrial  exercifes  in  the  kirk  of — » 
and  to  depart  from  the  cure  and  benefice  of  the  faidkirk 
^d  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the  fame,  under,  certi- 
fication, that  if  you  refufe,  you  (hall  be  forced  to 
doit."      ' 

•Hiis  papef  wasTjrCnght  td  the  tn<*etxng  alid  there  read} 
the  moft  part  of  whom  agreed  therewith,  and  i*efolved 
that  copies  (hould  be  given  by  people  in  the  pdrilh* 
where  Curites  yet  were.— This  was  put  ih  pi*a£lice  in  fc- 
veral  placesi    • 

The  General  Meeting  confidcring  the  great  wartt  of 
men  of  known  integrity,  (killed  in  the  exerciic  of  arms, 
-— defired  that  diligence  he  ufed  to  find  men  (killed  in 
tliat  exercife,  (providing  they  had  not  been  a^ve  in 
carrying  on  the  late  perlecution)  who  might  be  emplojr* 
ed  to  exercife  companies  for  wages. 

The  captains  and  lieutenants  agreed  upoti  fomc  thinp  1 
which  they  fent  to  the  General  Meeting  j  as 

r^.  That  the  focieties  of  every  ihirc  ihall  appoint  ofii-* 
cers,  according  to  the  number  of  men  that  they  Call  join 
with  in  th'at  (hire. 

2(fiyy  That  thefe  officers  meet  together  for  confulta** 
tlon  before  the  General  Meeting  that  the  country  be  tt^ 
burdened,  nor  the  meeting  confufed»  and  that  th^ 
choofc  fome  among  thenifelves  to  prefent  to  the  Gtr%^ 
ral  Meeting  what  they  have  concluded. 

3/y/T»,  That  the  officers  who  fhall  come  to  faid  tAz^^ 
ing,  (hall  have  a  commiffion  fublcribed  b^  all  the  coi^' 
pany. 

There  was  a  letter  direfte^Yo  otir  minifters  from  o"*^ 
friends  in  Ireland,  read  at  the  meeting  giving  fomc  ^"^ 
Lition  of  their  condition  \  alfo  a  man  of  their  fociety  g^J^'^ 
an  account  of  their  cafe,  and  of  their  eafneft  delirc  ^ 
have  fome  of  our  minifters  to  come  and  preach  the  go*^ 
pel  to  them. 

The  Meeting  concluded  upbn  writhig  a  letter  to  thcifl  J 
which  accordini»ly  wis  done,  and  carried  by  Mr.  Da^'*' 
Houi^oun  miniftcr. 
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It  contained  oiir  kn^Q  of  their  prcfent  cafe,  and  de- 
irc  of  fympathy  with  them,  alfo  apologizing  for  the  not 
roming  of  lome  of  our  ininifters  to  them  at  the  time, — 
mt  that  afterward  they  might  come  over:  However 
rli^ivig  the  kbours  of  Mr.  David  Houftoun  who  vras 
omiag  (and  did  go  prefeiitly  afier  this)  might  be  blef- 
ed  vrith  /uccefs,  withal  refuting  that  cdumny  of  his 
nd  our  fcparation,  as  alfo,  fome  general  account  of  the: 
v'onderful  providences  which  have  occurred  of  late,  with 
)ur  dcfirji;  that  they  may  be  helped  to  carry  right.y 
iJidcr  their  prcfent  lot,  {5*^*. 

There  was  a  propofal  by  fome,  defiring  advice  of  the 
fleeting  what  method  to  ufe  at  this, time,  to  get  the  re-^ 
bitutlon  of  what  was  mod  injurioufly.  taien  from  them 
i^y  perfecutors  ;  and  payments  of  debts  from  thefe  who 
:cfufcd  "0  pjiy  the  fame,  in  the  time  of  perfecution,  du- 
ring which  fpace  neither  had  they  freedom  to  go  to  the 
law  to  purfue  therefore,  nor  ground  to  expeft  rcdrefs 
though  they  had  gone^ 

llie  Meetir.g  perceiving  that  fome  wa<5  too  bent  to 
fckfe  rcdrefs  of  thefe  wrong?  ralhly  at  their  own  hand  in 
doing  whereof  fome  diforders  might  be  committed,  where- 
by the  caufc,  their  brethren,  and  themfelves  would  fuf- 
fcr  reproaeh,  for  preventing  whereof  thev  they  thought 
''^xpedienc  tiiat  fuch  perlons  as  were  in  the  forefaid 
*^fe,  fhould  not  at  their  own  hand  take  redrefs  \  feeing 
^^ero:  were  now  fome  hopes  of  getting  thefe,  and  other 
^'Jgs  redreffed  in  a  legal  and  orderly  manner*  How- 
^^  tl\is  v/as  agreed  to,  that  thefe  who  had  been  fo 
^origed  might  gc  to  their  injurers,  or  thefe  w^ho  had 
"^^  owijig  to  them,  miglu  go  to  their  debtors,  and  in 
'*"ic:tyand  civility  ieek  feftitution,  and  payment^  which. 
^*^t:?.ined  it  was  we; I  •,  but  if  refufed,  they  mi^ht  ufe 
**^  iharpnefs,  in  telling  them  tliey  would  get  it  from 
*^«^  another  way. 

B  b  b  The 

^\\\%  LettP'  H  pr'otfd  at  I'^ngth  in  the  ▼o'time  of  Mr.  Ren- 

^  *s  Loiters,  PaKC47». lu  whicl.  it  is  obfe.  Viible  that  they 

y  •^uize  ^or  the  not  c 'm-ogof  fome  of  tijcir  niim^er^  to  theni» 

*  ^m  lilt  .i.ciiiitinie  rhcy    vtrt  fcH-qo  Mr    Honftoun,  and 

V*   hid  DC  more  j^ftual  mhiltcrf  favc  Mr  Lini*^g.    They  hke- 

dco7  that  Mr.  Iloi^oan  and  they  weie  it:paraie,  yet  it  ts 

^%.io  tha?  hcftiswe»»  diiF-ttisfaflioo  v/ith  feverals  o'  thtir  ntw 

JS^^ures  and  maiivjfr^raer.is,  and  probably  they  feared  rnoreop- 

*^ioD,  \^.  h'-h  m;ide  iluni  wi  l'>.g  I.'  want  i  iaj,  as  they  WTe 
■^^'lly  '0  rc.cw  ihe  covenants,  and  to  fuppUwte  ihe  ronvcn- 
^n  <,f  E'!i  cs,  "jv  '.vhKh  It  *pprar3  t  lat  the  m«ioi\vv  >MCtetkO>« 
'^KjgL)^  ihc;r  s,ld,  •ad  aJopu'cg  uww  ^cincit^Ui  au^  ^\4^&kQ^^» 
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The  Meeting  confidcring  that'the  prince  of  Qfangc 
being  to  indift  the  calling  of  a  convention  of  eftatesr,  and 
that  the  election  of  Commiifioners  for  (hires  and  bur^ 
was  prefently  to  be  fet  about,  did  find  themfelves  called 
for  theii'  ovsrii  exoneration  to  do  fome^hat  according  to 
their  ftation  and  capacity  to  hinder  the  wrong  choofing 
6f  thefe  Commiflioners,  in  the  fliires  where  they  lived  y 
whereupon  it  was  refolved  that  friends  in  every  place  of 
the  country,  lay  out  themfelves  to  fpeak  to  thefe  gcn- 
tkmen  (whom  they  cotild  get  accefs  unto)  v^ho  lad  a 
vote  in  the  faid  eledtion, — that  fit  and  qualified  perfbns, 
well  affefted  to  the  caufe  might  be  chofen. — :— Though 
this  rcfolution  was  not  put  in  pradtice,  yet  the  equivalent| 
if  not  abetter,  was  done ;  the  occafioii  of  which  wai  this. 

Some  people  in  Lefnrabagow,  being  defirous  to  have 
the  concurrence  of  our  friends  in  that  parifh  ih  reprc- 
fcnting  grievances  to  the  enfuing  convention  defired  them 
to  draw  up  a  paper  for  the  fame,  and  to  employ  ¥rhom 
they  pleafed  to  write  it,  and  they  wonld  join  therewith : 
whereupon  they  fent  to  Mr.  Shields  (who  was  then  in 

Cumnock,)  to  ieek  his  advice  therein. ^He  and  fwntf 

others,  did  look  upon  it  as  expedient  and  very  ncccf- 
fary  in  this  junfture  to  give  in  a  paper  fiibfcribecf,  to 
the  gentlemen  who  were'  t6  cohveeh  at  Lanerk  for  dec- 
ting  of  Commiflioners  for  the  fliire  of  Clydefdale,  dcfir- 
ing  them  to  make  choice  of  men  well  affefted  to  religi- 
on, and  friends  to  the  country,  and  fuch  as  in  the  time 
bygone  were  not  aftively  feekihg  the  ruin  of  both,  is^c* 
The  paper  was  Written  by  Mr.  Shields.  And  the  man 
returned  with  a  Copy  thereof  to  thefe  who  fent  him. 
They  all  agreed  with  it,  and  got  it  fubfcribed  with  very 
many  hands.  As  alfo  it  was  thought  expecHent  that  co- 
pies of  faid  paper  fliodld  be  fent  through  the  fhircs 
where  our  friends  dwelt,  to  the  end  that  the  fame,  or 
like  paper,  might  be  agreed  upon,  and  given  in  by  each 
parifh,  fubfcribed  by  as  many  hands  as  could  be  gotten, 
to  the  gentlemen  nvectmg  for  elefting  Commiffioners  for 
the  fliire,  as  the  convention  of  Eftates. 

This  accordingly  was  put  in  practice  ;  for  moft  part  of 
all  the  pariflies  in  the  ^ve  •  Weftern  fhires,  did  agree  u- 
pon  the  forefaid  or  the  like  paper,  which  being  fubfcrib- 
ed with  very  many  hands,  who  chofe  two  or  three  men 
in  name  of  the  reft,  to  give  it  in  to  the  gentlemen.  Who 
accordingly  went  and  delivered  it  to  them. 

Th& 
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Thb  time  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and  this  was  not 
longy  the  fame  being  haftened  upon  thefe  accounts : 
That  the  Acknowledgment  of  fins,  and  breaches  of  Cb-p 
venant^  and  Engagement  to  Duties,  might  be  feen  and 
(confidered,  and  copies  thereof  gotten,  and  that  the  day 
fiar  the  (blemn  renewing  of  the  Covenants  might  be  the 
snore  deliberately  fixt  on  5  likewife,  to  conclude  upon 
our  grievances  and  addrefs,  to  be  fent  to  the  prince  of 
Orange.  The  delay  of  either  of  thefe,  was  not  thought 
expedient. 

In  thb  interval,  the  country,  as  before,  was  in  an  un- 

iettled'ftate,  as  is  ufual  in  an  interregnum. —Although 

the  late  tyrannical  government  was  overturned,  and  the 
poWer  and  ftrength  of  its  adminiftrators  broken  j  yet  a 
right  and  lawful  government  in  its  room,  was  not  as  yet 
fet  up,  and  conftitute :  Papifls  and  malignants  continu<» 
ed  ftni  in  great  fears,  they  having  of  late  gotten  fuch  a 
fudden  and  unexpected  ftroke,  which  had  fo  amazed  and 
confounded  them,  that  they  had  not  as  yet  recovered  and 
gathered  their  fpirits :  Miny  Curates  were  put  from  their 
kirks,  fo  that  in  all  the  five  Weftern  fhires,  fcarce  one 
of  them  durft  preach  in  a  kirk.  Severals  of  them  went 
into  Edinburgh  for  fhelter ;  Where  Prelate  Paterfon  and 
Iiis  brother  Sir  William,  did  inftigate  feverals  of  the  col- 
lege of  Juftlce  to  rife  in  arms,  as  was  faid,  to  defend  the 
City,  but  in  effeft  to  defend  the  Bifhops,  and  Curates 
againft  the  Weft  country-men,  whofe  coming  they  ex- 
pefled,  and  of  whom  they  were  much  afraid. 

Accordingly  the  \vriters  did  form  themfelves  into  four 
^mpanies  under  four  captains,  and  continued  muftering 
and  keeping  guard,  until  they  were  disbanded  by  a  de- 
claration which  the  prince  of  Orange  emitted,  after  he 
had  accepted  of  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  which  in  this 
junfture  devolved  upon  him  until  the  fitting  of  the  con- 
vention of  eftates,  by  fome  noblemen, '  and  gentlemen 
who  met  at  St.  James'sj>  after  his  arrival  there. 

Tnis  difbanding  made  them  a  little  to  droop,  and  grow 
£unt  \  who  while  they  were  in  arms  boafted  that  they 
would  defend  their  Bifhops  and  Curates  againft  the 
Mountain-men  {fo  termed  they  the  Societies)  who  in 
(he  mean  time  enjoyed  great  peace  and  quietnels« 

According  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  Meeting, 
a  General  Meeting  did  conveen  at  Crawford-Johnf  in 
Clydefdale,  upon  the  1 3th  of  Februarv,  1689, 

J3  b  b  21  '  M^^<^ 
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*    After  the  meeting  was  modelled  and  prayer  tndtd 
the  paper  containing  a  memorial  of  our  grievances  v^ 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  agreecd  upon  at  the  laft  laeet- 
ing  to  be  drawn  up,  was  prelenteid  to  the  meeting  and 
read,  Twhich  becaufe  of  its  length,  and  the  fame  being 
to  be  ieen  in  a  paper  by  itfelf,  I  here  omit).     When  it 
was  read,  they  were  enquired  at,  What  they  would  do 
with  it  ?  who  unanimouliy  rcfolvcd  that  the  famefiiould 
be  fcnt  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Prince,  with  ail  uiligeQce, 
and  feme  iit  perfons  chofen  to  go  with  the  fame.- 
They  appointed  Kerfland  and  Mr.    Alexander  Shields, 
to  go  with  the  addrefs  and  gricyances,  and  Dr.  Furdor 
James  Wilfonto  go  with  thejii. 

The  Acknowledgment  of  Sins  and  Engagement  to 
Duties  (which  was  delired  by  the  laft  meeting  to  be 
tirawn  up)  was  read  at  tlxis  meeting,  who-  declared  their 
willingnel's  to  fet  about  the  renewing  of  the  covenints. 
But  that  fiich  a  great  work  might  be  the  better  gone  a- 
bout,  it  was  judged  expedient  and  fit  that  copies  of  the 
Acknowledgment  of  Sins,  ks^c,  iliould  be  written  and 
fent  to  the  Societies,  to  the  end  they  might  iee  and  C/O- 
lider  the  fame  more  fcriotiliy  before  the  renewing  of 
the  covenants. 

Whereupon  fome  copies  were  immediately  written, 
:^'id  feveral  Ibcicties  did  lee  the  fa^ne. — E'; ;ht  or  nine 
men  who  were  cliol'en  by  the  nictating,  going  aiidcpri- 
Viitely,  appointed  the  time  and  price  of  the  renewing  of 
the  Covenants  ;  left  being  too  public  it  ihoiild  be  oppoi- 
ed,  viz.  at  Borland-'hill in  the  parifh  of  Lifmahag(ywy  up- 
on the  3d  of  March  next. 

..  As  the  renewing  of  our  covenants  is  a  very  great  snd 
f&lemnwork,  in  doing  wnercot  formerly  much  ot  the 
Lord's  prefcnce  iand  out-lettingfs  of  his  Spirit  was  foimd 
smd  felt  by  his  people  5  fo  at  this  time  it  was  done  in  as 
public  and  foiemn  a  manner  as  the  prefent  circumftanccs 
would  admit  of,  and  jomewhat  of  the  Lord's  prefeiice 
and  countenance  was  experienced  by  ievsraLs  there  pr*- 
fent.— A  fliort  account  of  the  management  of  that  work 
I  fhall  here  give  : 

•  Upon  Saturday,  March  2//,  (the  morning  was  very 
tempeftuous,  whereby  fevernls  were  ftopt  from  coming) 
Mr.  Shields  le^hired  a  littfe  upon  Deut.  xxix«  t,  JiJ't. 
in  the  Kirk  of  Li/tfiahagoWf  but  it  could  not  cor. tain  the 
people  ;   Wherefore  they  came  out  to  a  place  not  f^r 

fi-oiu 
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fmOA  Chfi  Miltoun,  where  a  tent  being  fet  up  before^  JMr- 
Siudds- continued  in  hU  k^ure^  and  then  preached. — 
His  text  was  Deut.  xxix.  25.  Then  men/hallfaj^  Ue^ 
^Jife  they,  have  forfaken  ihi  covenant  ofiheL^rd  God  of 
their  fatheri^  «c.  When  fermon  was  ended,  (wherda 
he  ihewed  the  people  feveral  of  the  fteps  of  defeftioa 
this  land  was  guilty  of,  and  how  they  had  forfaken  and 
bfoke&our  covenants,  and  turned  away  from  following 
the  Lord)  he  began  to  read  the  Acknowledgment  of 
SlftS)  \2)C%  and  continued  until  nix^ht  corning  en,  ilopt 
him.  . 

Upon  the  morrow,  being  the  Lord's  day,  March  3^/, 
the  meeting  conveened  at  Borland-hill,  about  a  mile 
and  an  half  from  the  kirk,  where  was  a  great  multitude 
of  people.  Mr.  William  Boyd  preached  lirft  upon  Jer. 
1.  5.     Then  Mr.  Thomas  Lining  upon * 

When  Mr.  Lining  ended  his  fermon,  leveral  perfons 
^whofe  names  were  given  up  bi:fore  in  a  paper,  and  the 
dcfcAions  and  Icandals  by  themfelves  they  were  guilty 
ofj  and  willing  to  acknowledge  publicly;  fuch  as,  hear- 
ing curates,  paying  of  the  Cefs,  and  taking  the  OAlh  of 
-Abjuration,  Isfc.)  as  they  were  called  upon  by  hini  roic 
up,  and  berbre  the  congregation  they  ihcv/ed  their  f  jt- 
roMT  and  grief  for  thefe  iins :  To  whom  he  had  a  tiilcoui'fe 
ihewing  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  fame.  Likewifc  fome  in 
the  fame  manner  manifefted  their  grief  for  being  gui'ty 
of  extremes  on  the  right  hand  in  going  a  groat  length  ^Yith 
that  impoflor  John  Gib.  To  whom  alfo  Mr.  Lining 
fliewed  the  feveral  aggravations  that  were  in  that  iin  7i\\^  ^ 
fcandal :  Yea,  fevoral  perfons  whofe  names  Vt-ere  not 
given  up,  rofc  of  their  own  accord,  and  ac know ic'Jgsd 
their  being  guilty  of  feveral  fteps  of  defc£Vion ;  end  fonic 
confeiled  their  being  guil'jy  of  perfonal  fcandals,  as  theft, 
fe'r.  And  more  would  have  done  the  like  if  they  had 
been  fuffered  ;  but  time  would  not  allow  thereof. 

Tfiis  being  done,  Mr.  Llnmg  read  before  the  congre- 
gation the  Acknowledgment  of  Sins,  and  Engagement 
to  Duties,  and  next  the  Coven;mts  National  and  So*- 
lemn  League,  which  were  fairly  written  at  length,  with 
(bme  alterations  which  the  circumftancc  of  the  times  of 
neceility  -called  for,  fuch  as,  when  they  mention  the 
King^  inplacctbereof  IS  put  the  Civil Ma^f  rate.  Then 
after  debarring  all  from  holding  up  their  hand,  in  fwear-r 
iDg  the  covenants,  who  had  not  made  confciencc  of  moiir-r 
hing  before  God  for  aU  the  breaclies  th^reof|  and  for 
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^U  their  fins  and  defeAions,  the  oath  w^  admini&n^. 
c-l  by  him,  aud  taken  hj  many  in  the  meeting  with  hands 
1  "ted  up. 

After  this,  the  Meeting  was  difmifledf     At.  pight, 

1 1 . .  Shields  exercifed  upon r— r,  in  the  Kirk  of 

I.  inahagow,  where  (after  he  had  done)  the  cov^uunti 
w  re  fubfcribed  by  feveral  hands  *• 

Jur  miniflers  had  laid  down  refolutions  of  renewilig 
the  covenants  in  other  places  of  the  country  than  at  this 
place  and  time  above-mentioned »  but  they  got  not  the 
faire  put  inpraftice  ;  for  they  coming  into  Edinburgh 
at  ^hc  downrfitting  of  the  Conventipn  of  Eftates,  andie- 
ver.il  occurrences  falling  in,  (of  which  tji^t  jime  was  fav 
tile)  a  ftop  was  put  thereto,  and  they  diverted  from  (et? 
ting  abput  that  great  work. 

But  to  return  \  the  General  Meeting  that  night  yut 
ted^  with  arefolution  to  meet  the  day  following.  Ac- 
cordingly upon  the  morrow,  February  14th,  rfiey  con* 
yeened  again,  and  concluded  upon  thefe  tilings  follow- 
ing-' , 

i^,  It  was  concluded  that  a  Letter  ihould  be  written 
and  fent  to  Mrl  Robert  Hamilton,  giving  him  an  account 
of  our  affairs,  and  excufing  our  being  fo  long  in  writ- 
ing to  hiniL  ;  and  alfo  to  acquaint  him  that  we  would  b^ 
glad  of  his  company  among  us,  yet  not  knowing  what 
work  he  might  be  calle4  to  abroad,  which  might  be  for 
advantage  to  the  caufe,  we  could  not  defire  him  pofi-* 
tively  to  come  home,  but  leave  it  to  himfelf  as  he  thought 
it  his  duty. 

This  Letter  was  written  and  fent  to  Mr^  Hamilton  j 
the  tenor  whereof  followeth  : 

To  tie  honourable  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton, 

Craixifordrjohtty  February  14th,  1689, 


W 


Ri^ht  Honourable  Sir^ 

E  fhall  not  much  apologize  for  our  long  forbea- 
bearance  to  write  to  you,  but  rather  take  with  a 

fault 

*  This  roll  is  fubfcribed  onW  by  one  minifter  f  Mr.  Lioiog) 
and  the  two  probationsrs  (Meff'S.  Shields  and  Boyd)  and  twelve 
at  elders,  and  eighty  oioc  private  men  ;  as  many  were  di^TaMsfi- 
ed.  Thefe  things  in  the  margin  in  the  printed  copy  are  ingrof- 
fed  into  the  body  of  the  roll.  Mr.  Shields  io  public  faid.  From 
thisfdayihall  be  dated  aUber  our  reformation  or  dtforfiia(ioA. 
—  Which  o£  ihctno  laWo'^Jcd^  t^vi&\«,\t.\x.^uh  the  reader  m 
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{ult  idthb  fame  :    However,  as  we  may  fay,  it  ■:, 
hic  want  of  atffeffion  to  you  which  hath  hindr- 
nee  the  laft  tirtie  we  wrote,-  many  reelings  . 
:6As  baveoccuiifed,  and  our  fliare  thereof  hat  r.        ' .    . 
(le  leaftj  ^hich  oftentimes  proved  diverting  frc; 
eflary  a  dtity--    We  acknowledge  indeed,  we  are  y 

rays  obliged  to  you,  and  among  other  things,  fox  '  /- 
dg  yburfelffo  much  for  procuring  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lining  at  Embden  how  preaching  the  gofpcl  a- 
nong  tis^  we  hope,  with  fiiccefs,  to  the  praife  of  the 
•iches  of  free  grace.  But,  as  oft-tirties  we  are  remifs 
h  giviiig  fignificatioris  of  our  thanks  to  thetii  who  well 
leftrve  thcr  fame,  efpecially  to  you  ;  and  when  given, 
:hey  are  infignificant  j  fo  we  hope,  though  you  want 
ills  ffoitt  us,  it  will  not  demur  yoti  from  hying  out 
ytiiirfelf  further  in  your  ftation  for  propagating  the  tef-* 
timony  of  Chrift,  nor  make  you  repent  of  what  you  have 
done  already,  for  which  you  will  not  want  a  reward. 

liaiowing  you  will  bef  defirous  to  know  how  matters 
have  gone  here  thefe  few  months  bygone,  we  fliall  brief- 
ly relate  only  fome  of  the  moft  memorable  paflages  which 
haye  come  to  pafs  in  and  about  this  wonderftrl  Revolu- 
tioii,  ^fpecially  thofe  things  iSrherein  \^e  are  more  nearly 
concerned.  To  give  a  fiill  and  particular  account  of  aU 
the  reelings  and  overturnings  "v^^hich  have  been  brought 
about  th;s  little  while  bygone,  would  fo  far  exceed  the 
bounds  of  a  letter,  that  it  might  fill  a  volume.  How- 
ever, by  what  is  here  given,  you  may  fee  much  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  totvards  this  poor  land,  in  his  ftately 
fteps  of  providence.  Many,  wonderful  and  ftrange  arc 
the  revolutions  thefe  few  months  have  produced,  where* 
at  we  ftand  aftonifh^d,  and  2idore  the  Lord's  holy  and 
infinite  ibvereignty  in  his  way  of  working  in  and  among 
the  children  of  men ;  the  LorcJ  hath  put  a  new  fohg  in 
our  mouth,  bu  talas  !  we  cannot  fing  it.  He  hath  in  a 
way  very  wonderful,  difappomted  tlie  fears  of  his  peo- 
ple and  hopes  of  his  enemies,  when  the)'  were  ready  to 
ipi-ing  their  mine's  and  accomplifli  their  long  intended 
and  wicked  enter  prizes ;  behold,  on  a  fudden  their  de- 
(igns  are  crufhed,  and  thcmfelves  taken  in  the  pit  which 
they  were  digging  for  others,  and  they  were  enlhared  in 
the  work  of  their  own  hands. 

In  Sfptemher  laft,  fome  foldiers  got  fecret  orders  to  go 
throfugh  the  five  wcftcrn  fhires  arrf  takj  from  the  peo- 
jHc  ^11  their  arms ;  which   was  obeyed  :  "WVitr^Vjrj  \5^^ 
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coui^tfy  being  difsmncd,  verc  utiiit  to  defqad  tji.«mfcl^ci^: 
againft  the  aflsiuhs  of  bloody  Fapifts  ;  but  £nce,  tbey  / 
a^e  generally  better  provided  than  before. .     ' 

About  this  time  there  were  courts  of  mquifition  to  b( 
kept  19  the  Weft>  and  fbme  of  them  hegun^  whfsciit. 
fQd;ae  profeffing  lairds  were  to  have  a  hand,  in  order  t^ 
the  finding  out  of  thofe  who  had  a  hand.ii\  refcuiug  Kr» 
Hoofhun^  and  about  going  to  ficld-*meetings )   whicb  if 
they  had  gone  on  would  have  tended  mqcb  ta  our  bo*i-. 
dage.     Put  the  news  of  the  coming  of  the  Dutch  pjit  4 
ftop  to  this  threatened  ftorm  •,  whereby,  and  by  the  foi^ 
dii'J'S  going  to  England^  we  got  a  little  reipite«     In  thit  • 
juncture,  vhen  nothing  but   wars  were  expe£led|  we 
thought  it  duty  to  delib^ate  upon  what  was  called  ibc.. 
at  our  hands.     Whereupon^,  after  fcrious   deliberation 
apd*confideration,  we  refolvcd  not  to  ly  bye,  but  to  jft,' 
ag^nftthe  common  enemy,  yet  in  a  difqnct  body  finwj: 
others  with  whoni  we  could  -not  affociate.  ,-  r 

But  when  nothing  was  looked  fqr  but  wars  and  coiifiH  *' 
fion^  behold,  in  a  way  very  Grange,  all  turned  to  ru- 
mours of  peace.  The  Lord  who  is  terrible  to  the  ]d|ig|< 
of  the  earth  and  cuts  off  the  fpirits  of  princes,  made  the 
tyrant  to  tumble  off  his  throne  aud  run  for  it,  and  his 
army  to  defert  him  \  whereby  an  eminent;  teiliaiony  wm 
given  againft  that  abfolute  power  arrogated  by  that  poor 
mortal  man.  'Likewife  there  was  a  teilimoriy  given  a- 
gainft,  and  a  dalhunto  Popery,  yea  more  than  had  been 
for  fcveral  yesu^s  bctorq  :  Many  mommjents  of  idolatry 
were  di'itroyed;  and  f^verals  of  them  burnt  in  public  pla- 
ces, in  doing  whereof  feverals  of  our  number  were  ac- 
tive \  the  heads,  hand^and  quarters  of  our  martyrs  were 
taken  down  and  bm*ied,  and  prifoners  for  truth  fet  at  11- 
b^jrty. 

\vTien  this  wns   going  on,  there  was  a  report  fpread 
through  the  country  of  the  ir//&^j  being  at  Klrkudhright^ 
aiid  railing  fiire   and  iword,  which  proved  fo  alarming, 
that  in  a  few  days  many  hundreds  were  in  arms  in  the 
weft,  efpecially  many  of  our  number  appeared :  But  thc' 
report  proving  falfc,  molt  part  of  us  dilVnifled.     Howf.* 
'  ever,  a  party  of  us  Itood  together  fome  days  in  arms,  and  ■- 
coming  to.  Douglas  emitted  a  declaration  (which  is  here 
fent)  for  their  own  vindication,  and  to  make  the  intcop* 
tion  of  their  appearance   known  to  the  wcrld.    .A&er: 
this  many  of  the  curates  were  put  from  the -kirks.  ;:&ci 
that  at  thia  time  there  are  few  of  them  preaejiiag.  far  tUD| 
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'eft.  Thefe  dbings,  as  they  iK^ere  ftrang[e^  furpHzing 
nd  aftonifhingy  and  much  of  the  Lord's  wifdoxn,  pow-^ 
r,  mercy  and  faithfuhiefs  to  be  feen  and  obfervoi  in 
1  cm  ;  fo  they  call  aloud  for  great  fruitfulnefs  and  thank-^ 
ilnefk  at  our  handsi  But  alas,  our  fhort-commg  in 
-li^  may  make  us  iifraid  that  we  provoke  the  Loi^  to 
Kange'his  way  of  dealing  with  us,  and  to  mahifeft  his 
p-ger  agatnft  us,  as  he  hath'  of  late  fhowh  his  inerey  to« 
rards  usi 

There  is  one  thing,  -Worthy  Sir,  which  bft^ntimes 
re  know  not  to  determine  about,  which  is,  concerning 
our  home^oming.-i— ^When  we  coniider  how  As&x^ 
ble  your  company  would  be  to  mahy  here,  and  alfo 
our  own  defire  to  come  home,  we  would  gladly 
omply  with  it :  But  again,  \Vhen  we  call  to  mind  yout* 
ifefulnefs  abroad,  wherein  the  Lord  hath  helped  and 
lonoiiredyou  above  others  to  lay  out  yourfelf  forthe  ad- 
vantage and  comfort  of  his  followers  }  and  not  knowing 
prhaf  larger  door  of  accefs  may  be  opened  for  you  to  bo 
afeful  there,  we  dare  not  be  positive  in  ovtr  defire  to 
^ou  to  come  home  5  fo  we  leave  it  wholly  to  yourfelf  to 
bn;  determined  as  the  Lord  fhall  dire6l  you  :  heartily. 
«vi(hing  that  wherever  you  are  the  Lord  may  be  with. 
you,  leading  and  guiding,  protecting,  and  preferving, 
comforting  and  encouraging  you.  We  eartieftly  defire 
jroa  would  refrefii  us  with  a  hne,  giving  us  an  account 
of  the  Lord's  care  of,  and  kindnefs  to  you  thefc  months 
t>aft.     We  remain, 

Tour  affeSlionate  friends  and  well'-wijhersj 

Subfcribed  in  the  name^  and  at  the  defire  of  our  Ge- 
serai  Meeting,  by 

MICHAEL  SHIELDS. 

%dlyy  It  was  concluded  that  Michael  Shields  and  A- 
kzander  Waddel  Ihould  go  to  Edinburgh  to  wait  upon 
what  news  might  occur,  that  if  necefiity  required,  upon 
any  fpecial  occurrence,  they  might  appoint  a  General 
Meeting,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Societies. 

Monckiy,  March  /^th^  being  the  day  after  our  cove- 
nants were  renewed,  fome  men  (from  every  fliire  where 
9nr  focieties  were)  having  been  at  the  preaching  the 
dtay  bcfi)rc,  and  ftaying  all  night,  did  this  day  meet  to- 
'  to.'Confult  and  deliberate  upon  what  was  their  du-. 
C  c  c  Vf 
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ty  in  this  junftrfre,  cfpecially  ^hat  tlicy'wouW  be  eafleJ 
to  in  the  time  of  the  convention,  which  Mas  to  fit  dow» 
in  a. little  time. — An  accoant  of  ti-hat  was  at  this  time 
concluded,  with  what  hath  followed  thereupon,  I  {tell 
here  iiftpartially  give. 

.  The  foresaid  men  being  convccned,  where  were  alfo 
prelent  Meffrs*  liining,  Shields  and  Bdyd. 

•  It  was  concluded  that  3oLflerL  fhould  be  given  to 
the  three  men  who  were  to  go  to  the  prince  of  Orange 
with  the  forefaid  addrefs,  which  ^fum  was  presently  to 
be  borrowed,  and  afterward  to  be  eollc^lcd  in  the  focic- 
ties  and  paid  again.  But  the  colle^ng  of  the  fame  mi 
not  to  begin,  or  the  intent  thereof  to  be  uttered,  (left 
the  difcoveringofitfhould  maf  it)  fintil  it  be  heard  the 
three  men  were  arrived  at  London. 

As  it  was  the  defire  of  the  focieties  (as  ss  evident  frdnf 
the  forefaid  refolution)  to  have  the  addrefs  and  menid^ 
rial  of  grievances  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  difpatebflt 
with  diligence  and  expedition,  which,  if  it  had  bedtf 
done,  would  have  contributed  to  the  clearing  them  of 
fome  doubts  and  debates  they  have  fallen  into  finer, 
feeing  thereby  opportunity  would  have  been  had  to  htve 
remonftrated  and  reprefentcd  our  caufc  and  cafe,  and  of 
making  an  ofit:r  of  our  allegiance  upon  good  terms  snd 
conditions  %o  him  ;  and  however  it  had  been  taken  ami 
accepted,  we  would  have  known  more  of  hi<  mind  and 
^cdHon  toward  our  caufe  and  ourfelves  than  now  wedo, 
at  left  we  would  have  difc barged  our  duty  in  that  mat- 
ter :  So  the  fame  was  not  laid  afide  intentionally  or  ovX 
ef  any  evil  defign,  but  the  ver\-  occafion  of  it  v/as  this : 
"When  the  fending  of  the  addrefs,  £sV.  was  concluded 
on,  the  perfons  pitched  upon  to  go  with  the  fame,  fomc 
of  them  {viz,  Mr.  Shields)  could  not  be  wanted  till  af- 
ter the  renewing  of  the  covenants,  and  all  of  them  defir- 
ednot  to  go  until  the  firft  day  of  that  folemn  work  was 
over  ;  and  though  they  ftaid  till  that  work  was  done, 
yet  they  were  not  ready.  When  the  meeting- of  Eftattl 
fat  down,  at  which  time  our  miniftcrs  and  others  com- 
ing to  Edinburgh,  where  they  ftaid  until  afferthe  miJ^ 
die  of  April,  during  which  time  many  ftrange  providen* 
ces  occurred,  which  afforded  matter  of  wonder,  tilt 
and  work,  wherewith  they  were  fo  much  taken  np^  that 
the  fending  of  the  addre's  and  grievances  iWas  much 
negle^ed,  and  when  the  fame  was  minded^  they:lcnW 
not  well  what  to  do>therein  :  So  that  timts  and'  feAtem 

pafllii^ 


pa^Dg  over,  the  PrixKc  was  proclaimed  King  ;    aftei? 

U'hich  the  doing  thereof  became  doubtful  to  fome,  yet 
others,  notwitkilanding,  ^rerc  defirous  that  the  fame 
might  be  fet  about  for  the  fame  r^afbns  -that  moved  them, 
at  firft  to  agree  therewith  :  But  ftill  new  things  oc- 
curringy  (which  produced  matter  of  new  thoughts,  re-» 
fblutions  and  actings)  that  bulinefs  was  laid  afide. 

Upoa  the  forefaid  day.  It  was  concluded  that  ten 
men  (hall  be  fent  from  the  five  weftern  (hires,  ji*a,  two 
From  each  of  them  in  the  name  of  our  focicties  in  that 
bounds,  and  that  focieties  in  other  fliires  might  fend  alfQ 
[bme  to  Edinburgh,  wh*ere  they  were  to  ftay  in  the  time 
jf  the  fitting  of  the  Convention  of  Eftates,  for  confulting 
uid  deliberating  what  was  to  be  called  for  at  their  hand$ 
in  emergencies  that  might  fall  out  :  Ami  that  they 
ipere  to  appoint  G'jncral  Meetings  if  nccdiity  required, 
er  Yendezvouze  in  cafe  of  imminent  danger,  and  to  acr 

ELaint  friends  in  thf  country  willi  the  fame  ;■  as  alfo  t^ 
bicribe  with  others  in  ihc  name  of  the  focieties  they 
name  from,  any  papers  wiiidi  jlught  be  thought  for  the 
advantage  of  the  caufe,  to  be  given  to  the  convention  of 
Eftates. 

■  The  names  of  the  men  agreed  upon  at  this  time  for 
each  ihlre,  are  as  follow,  'oiz.  For  the  focieties  in  fhe 
ovcrward  of  Clidfdalc,  Patrick  Walker  ;  for  thefe  in  th^ 
neithenvard*,  Jolm  IVJuir  ;  in  name  of  thefe  in  Renfre\Vj 
janaes  Caldwcl  and  William  Young  ;  in  name  of  thefe 
in  the  fliireof  Air,  Andrew  Rofs  and  David  Gemmil  \ 
in  name  of  thcfj  in  Nithfdale,  John  Malhielbn  and  Ro- 
bert Wilfon;  in  name  of  thefe  in  Galloway,  Earlftoun, 
«r  cAfc  William  Stuart  and  John  Clark  ;  in  the  name 
of  thefe  in  Teviotdiile  and  Eikdale,  Ninian  Oliphant. 

■Thefe  men  above-named  were  made  choice  of,  with 
this  provilion.  If  the  focieties  did  not  agree  therewith, 
they  might  fend  others  more  fit.  .  * 

Although  what  hath  been  the  refult  of,  and  followed 
topon  tbisrefoidtionhathoccafioned  much  mattci^  of  de- 
bate and  perplexity  to  the  United  Societies  4  yet  the 
thing  itfclf  j  in  its  defign  if  it  had  been  rightly  managed, 
might  have  conduced  to  the  advantage  of  thexapfe:-^^ 
However  a  brief  account  of  what  hath  been  the  refult  of 
ity'  I  (hall  here  ingenuouily  give, 

r  AcccMfding  to  the  conclulion  above-related,  the  men 
agreed  npon  to  be  fent  from  th*  fcvcral  fliires  ia  the  name 
tifolber  focieties  ia  ecteh  of  them^  as  alfo  our  xniniCtari, 
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xaine  into  Edinburgh^  the  day  befbfc  the  down-fit^ 
of  the  meetmg  of  the  £ftates>  and  xaany  others  of  the 
focieties  came  m  alfo  y  the  occafion  <^  -wluch  was  tlus : 
Notice  was  fent  to  feveral  places  of  the  country  by  ios^ 
perfons  in  Edinburgh^  that  the  malignants  intended  to 
do  fome  mifchief  to  the  meeting  of  j^tes  the  ix&  d<iy 
of  their  fitting,  at  leaft  to  hinder  their  meeting ;  there- 
fore defired  all  concerned  to  cpme  in  in  order  to  pr^cnt 
thefame.  ■ 

This  coming  to  the  ears  of  feverals  in  ^e  fucietieo, 
moved  them  to  come  in,  left  if  they  had  refufed  the  ma- 
lignants might  hdve  been  embolden^  to  put  their  vie* 
ked  projeds  in  execution^  and  any  dcdigning  honeftly  ia 
the  meeting  of  Eftates  difcouraged^ 

Albeit  what  was  done  by  them  at  this  time,  wa$,  2nd 
is  condemned  by  many,  becaufe  it  was  a  guarding 
of  thofe  men  who  had  been  bloody  murderers  and 
violent  perfecutors,  (many  of  fuch  being  members  q( 
the  Convention  of  Eftates)  and  the  fame  was  the  firft 
'  itep  of  our  engaging  and  aflbciating  with  malignaiUii 
and  tampering  with  thepi,  wherein  we  haye  gone  {ur? 
'  ther  on  fince  :  Yet  it  is  acknowledged  by  many,  dot 
what  they  did  then  w^  good  fervice  to  the  natioo,  be . 
^they  had  not  come,  the  meeting  of  Eftates  wonkl  iiot 
have  fitten  at  that  time,  and  may  be  not  at  all  *,  and  if 
fo,  that  which  they  did  in  declaring  K.  James  to  have 
forfeited  his  rigl^  to  the  crown,  and  abdiifhing  of  Fr<:- 
lacy,  might  not  have  been  done  yet. 
•  Some  of  them  did  ftay  a  while  in  the  city,  being  em- 
ployed in  helping  to  keep  guard  and  caft  up  trenches  > 
{[ainft  the  caftle,  (which  at  this  time  ftood  out)  and  0- 
thers  of  them  ftaid  longer,  and  kept  watch  every  night 
in  a  room  of  the  houfe  where  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  Lord 
Cardrofs,  and  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Polwart  lodged, 
to  hinder  any  from  affaffinating  them,  which  was  fear- 
ed then. 

-  But  to  return  ?  The  rnen  who  went  to  Edinburgh  i» 
the  name  of  the  Societies  {as  was  related  above)  did  of- 
ten meet  to  deliberate  what  they-  were  called  to  at  this 
^tM%  what  was  by  them  agreed  unto  (of  greateft  cod- 
fcquence)  :  I  (ball  here  give  an  account  of, 

It  was  prbpofed  by  fome,  that  a  protelhttion  fliQiild  be 
drawn  up  and  given  to  the  Meeting  of  Elates  ^agwnft 
their  admitting  fuch  as  conftituent  member^^*  yti\o»Tvctt 
lacapaUe  to  ^  th^t  as  being  men  perjfuftdji  '^rif^  h^ 

bcca 


w-  ' 

■"  been  gresMiy  aecdfibry  to,  an4  active  in  canying  oaibo 
late  perfecutioH^  and  fhedders  of  our  bretkren's  blood. 
Tills  (they  .-faiiiXibqui^  -be,  the  £ri^  thing  we  (houid/do 
in  reference  to  the  Meeting  of  I^aies,  ^ 

Againfl  thisit  was  alledged  by  foxnc,  that  this  was  not 
the  time  fpr  fuch  aproteftation,  feeing,  though  fuch  nien 
ought  not  to  bQ  there,  yet  to  proteft  zgaloit  it,  mi^L 
irritate  others  of  the  meeting  qot  fo  guihy,  and  pux  at 
{lop  to  the  getting  accefs  of  any  of  our  papers  afterwards : 
i>o  it  was  laid  aiide« 

After  the  Meeting  of  Eftates  had  concluded  upon 
raiiing  the  Fencible»men  and  the  Militia,  in  cafe  of 
foreign  invaiion,  or  intelluie  commotions,  it  was  propo* 
fed  what  the  Societies  up  and  down  the  country  IhoulJ 
do  in  this  cafe.  This  beifig  deliberated  upon,  advice 
.:  was  icnt  to  them  to  be  oft  rendevouzing,  and  in  readinels 
:..^o  appear  in  cafe  of  danger*  ^ 

..    At  this  tinie  fell  in  debates  concerning  finful  aflpcia« 

• :  .tion  (which  have  been  fo  much  tolTed  fince)  occaiioned 

< .  by  pur  fcFupling  to  come  under  the  command  and  con-^ 

4u£t  of  gentlemen  (many  of  whom  had  been  our  pcrle-» 

•cutors  not.  long  fince)  who  would  be  appointed  officers 

over  the  Fencible-men  in  the  country,  not  thixUcii^g  it 

*  lafe  to  entrufl  thefe  to  be  our  leaders ;  iSiome  of  whom 

-  having  formerly  given  evidences  of  their  treacheryj^;an<t 
enmity  againi^  the  Lord's  caufe  and  people^     -        f\ 

It  was  alfo  propofed  by  fome,  that  a  paper  might  be 
drawn  up,  and  given  to  the  Meetii^g  of  £ila(es,  contaiiw 
ing  briery,  fome  of  the  material  grounds  of  our  difown-^ 
ing  the  late  tyrannical  goyermncnt,-— and  froma  fkfirc 
to  have  rightful  and  lawful  goverament  eftablilhcd,  huni-r 
.bly  to  crave,  that  after  they  had  declared  the  crowa  va« 
cant,  they  might  make  ohoice  of  tlie  Prince  of  Orange 
to  be  King,  and  devolve  the  regal  authority  upon  him, 
with,  and  upon  fuch  conditions  and  provifions  as  reli*^ 
gion  and  liberty  might  be  lecured  ^  intending  liereby, 
aaupon  t^ie  one  hand  to  get  opportunity  of  ihewing  our 
minds  freely  to  the  Meeting  of  Eilatcs  (knowing  th«ii 

-  they  intended  to  make  the  prince  king)  what  were  the 
.  .  conditions,  for  fecurity  of  our  religion,  hwn  and  liber- 
ties we  defired  they  ihould,  and  ought  to  feekj^  and  get 

"  '■  i  df  him  to  whom  the  regal  power  wa^t  t^  be  given ;  So  to 
;  fyideiice  to  the  world,  that  though,  we  are  againft  tyran^ 
r « >Ay  tod  lyvants,:yei  wc  are  for  magiftracy  and  nxagiftratcs 
*i:,i  Wt^en  ihcy  ar^duly  «mf^ituted aui  -^ppoiuted^  \^d:thai 
•  /J  vit. 
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we  hate  Anarchy  equally  with  tyranny,  and  are  for  o^ 
dcr  anjj  government. 

After  deliberation  concerning  this  propofel ;  it  was 
refolved  that  this  paper  ihould  be  drawn  up :  which  ac- 
cordingly was  done,  by  way  of  petition  to  the  Convention 
of  EUates.  It  was  agreed  unto  and  fubfcribed  by  moi^ 
of  the  Meeting-  (and  I'everal  others  wha  were  at  the  time 
in  the  town).  But  fome  diflented  from,  and  would  not 
condefcend  unto  it,  faying,  if  we  owned  the  prince  as 
fiich,  it  behoved  not  to  be  by  cle<Etion,  feeing  he  was  a 
ftranger,  and  could  not  be  deiircd  to  take  our  covenants. 

However,  when  it  was  prelented  to  fome  of  the  Meet- 
ing of  Jilbtes  ia  private,  they  objefted  againft  it  as  nced- 
lels,  feeing  they  were  about  to  do  what  we  defire^l  there- 
in ;  And  if  it  were  given  in,  the  mentioning  of  tlic  co- 
venants, and  iis  firiftnefs  would  anger  the  malignant 
p;u-ty  of  the  Meeting  of  Eftates,  and  it  might  tend  to  the 
dividing  of  them.  So  it  was  not  given  in.  Yet  fcveral 
of  the  members  thereof,  and  others  did  fee  it. 

About  this  time  it  was  thought  on,  and  fpoken  unta  • 
among  fome  pcrlbns,  that  in  this  jundlure  of  affairs, 
where  religion,  liberty,  country,  and  all  was  in  great 
danger,  for  defending  ail  rhcle,  thai;  an  offer  might  be 
made  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  (whom  they  expefted 
would  be  King)  of  raifing  a  regiment  of  our  friends^  and 
lord  Angus  to  be  colonel,  upon  good  conditions,  which 
v/ere  lo  be  fouglit  and  obtained,  before  engaging  in  th-j 
ilrvice,  fuppoiing  that  both  thefe  wlio  would  be  in  th'i 
regiment,  and  thefe  at  home,  might  be  in  the  better  ca- 
pacity to  reprefent  our  caufe,  (for  adhering  to  which  ws 
had  been  fullering)  and  remonftrate  onr  grievances,  and 
feck  redreis  of  the  fame ; — but  feeing  there  was  no  con- 
cluiion  liiiu  down  of  profccuting  the  buiinefs,  it  was  ex- 
pected the  fame  ihould  not  have  gone  abroach  However 
it  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Ir.ird  of  Bltiickiuoad^ 
he  made  an  offer  to  the  Meeting  of  Eflatcs  (after  they 
hail  refoived  upon  fome  regiments  or  foot,  and  fome 
troops  oi^  liorfc,  in  place  c^  the  Militia)  of  railing  a  re- 
giment of  Weft  country  men  under  lord  Angus  as  colo- 
*;^^y^iiel,  and  William  Cleland  as  lieutenant  colonel.  Which 
wa.M  granted,  and  the  regiment  was  to  conliil  of  two  bit- 
tallions,  that  is  twenty  companies. 

After  this  offer  was  made,  Biaickwood  and  captaift 
Clcliml  came  to  Mr<  Shields  and  acquainted  him  with 
U'hat  they  had  done  (who  tUl  they  told  him,  knew  no- 
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tVrigof  it,  though  fomc  blamed  him  fc*  having  a  hand 
therein)  deliring  him  to  acquaint  fricncb  in  the  coun- 
try thereof,  without  delay,  &r  they  had  promifetl  to 
raiie  tile  regiment  in  foiarteen  days.  Whercupon  Mr, 
Shields  iheved  this  to  friends  that  we^-e  at  Edinburgh  at 
the  titne,  who  meeting  together,  after  fomc  deliberati- 
on ;  it  was  thought  expedient  feeing  the  thing  wiii;  fome- 
what  extraordinary,  that  it  was  requisite  a  General  Meet- 
ing of  our  friends  fliould  be  appointed,  who  might  de- 
liberately coniider  what  to  do  therein. 
■  ^o  it  was  concluded  that  the  meeting  fhould  be  at 
Douglas^  upon  the  29th  of  April  next,  and  the  fame  ta 
be  ligniiied  to  the  Societies. 

Having  briefly  given  an  accoum  of  the  refolutions 
fallen  upon  at  the  meeting  which  met  at  Lifmahagow, 
the  next  day  after  the  renewing  our  covenants,  wkh 
what  hath  followed  thereupon,  I  lliall  next  fet  down  the 
Caufes  of  two  Fails,  as  they  were  drawn  up  at  that  time 
by  our  minifters,  to  be  obfervcd  by  the  Societies. 

■It  is  eameftly  delired  that  Thurfdny,  the  T.ithm- 
ftant  be  obfervcd  asia  day  of  prayer  and  fupplicution,  t.*) 
•cry  mightily  to  God,  that  as  he  hath  put  it  in  onr  hearts 
to  adventure  upon  the  renewing  of  our  Solemn  Nation- 
al Covenants ;  fo  he  may  give  us  grace  to  know  what  wc 
have  vowed,  and  to  perform,  and  walk  fuitably  accord- 
ing to  our  engagements  :  And  that  others  differing  from 
us,  yet  profelling  and  owning  the  obligation  of  the  co- 
venants' may  be  ftirred  up  to  renew  the  fame  alfo,  and 
jf)in  with  us  in  acknowledging  the  breaches,  and  engage 
again  unto  the  duties  thereof,  that  fo  an  union  in  1^ 
Lord,  on  terms  of  truth  and  duty,  and  returning  to 
him,  may  be  obtained  ;  and  the  unhappy  diviiions  on 
the  one  hand  may  be  compofed  and  cured,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  ail  unholy  confpiracy  in  defe^bion,  wrong- 
ing the  tdtitnony  of  Chrill  may  be  prevented  :  And  to 
bcfeech  the  Lord  that  he  would  fo  over-rule  the  prefcnt 
change*  of  providence,  and  particularly  the  butineff;  of 
this  great  convention  of  Eftates,  that  the  covenanted 
reformation  may  be  re>'ive{l,  and  rc-eftubliihed,  the  go- 
\f:rnment  of  ihe  ftate  be  fet  upon  a  righteous  foundation, 
relieving  us  of  the  fears  of  tyranny  :  and  the  govern- 
in\;nt  of  tlie  church  refrored  according  jo  the  Lord's  in- 
fiitaiion,  delivering  us  from  the  yoke  of  prelacy,  and 
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iopremacy,  and  all  encroaching  ufur^^ations,  ttdratklils^ 
or  men's  inventions* 

It  is  alfo  earneftly  defired  that  the  firft  day  of  May, 
be  kept  as  a  day  of  prayer  and  fupplication,  that  the  Lord 
may  break  the  combinations^  contriyances,  and  plots  of 
thepopifh^  prelarical,  and  malignant  faJUon,  againft  the 
trork  and  people  of  God,  deliver  us  from  their  rage»  and 
particularly  refcue  and  fave  our  diibrefled  brethren  ia 
Ireland  from  their  devouring  fword* 

The  interval  betuJ^xt  the  laft  Gicrictal  Meeting  and 
this;  was  produdlive  of  wonders,  which  as  they  were 
i^nge,  fo  they  had  diiFerent  eftefb  upon  perfons^  u:^ 
cording  as  they  were  affeAed,  or  difafieAed  to  the  fame': 
Amongfl  other  things  thcfe  are  very  obfertable- 

l/ty  Thit  any  of  the  Societies  (who  not  long  fince 
were  killed  all  day  long,  and  counted  as  fheep  for  the 
itanghter)  ihould  not  only  get  liberty,  but  be  invited  to 
appear  in  arms  in  the  chief  city  of  the  kingdom  as- ma* 
ny  of  them  did,  at  the  doi^fitting  of  the  Convention  of 
!I^ates»    But  fome  did  not  approve  thereof. 

a^,  A  few  months  ago  Prelacy  was  arrived  at  the 
greateft  height  of  arrogancy  and  pride:  Behold  it  thrown 
down  from  the  top  of  its  grandeur,  even  by  thefe  who 
had  formerly  contributed  to  the  fetting,  and  keeping  it 
np :  It  was  not  only  wearied  of,  and  hated  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  people,  as  a  burden  and  yoke  they  could  not 
mdure,  which  was  manifefted  by  the  concurrence  of 
many,  to  thruft  out  thefe  intruding  hirelings  the  Cu- 
rates from  the  kirks  :  But  alfo  it  was  abolifhed  (or  laid 
afide)  by  an  aft  of  the  fupreme  judicatory  of  the  nation, 
as  a  grievance  to  the  ftate, 

jdljy  This  is  alfo  remarkable  that  the  Meeting  of  E- 
fbtes  having  by  an  aft  declared  K*  James  to  have  forfeit- 
ed his  right  to  the  crown,  gave  the  fame  reafons  for  it, 
that  the  United  Societies  formerly  had  given,  and  for 
which  they  protefted  againft  his  inftalment :  And  tho' 
for  this,  they  were  much  condemned,  reproached,  and 
perfecutcd  J,  yet  they  are  juftified  and  vindicated  in  this 
matter,  by  this  aft  of  thefe  men,  moft  part  of  whom, 
not  only  owned  K.  James's  authority,  biit  condemned 
thefe  who  difowned  it,  as  guilty  of  death.  But  ahho' 
thefe  things  are  much  to  be  obi'erved  with  thankfulnefs 
and  acknowledged  with  praiie.  In  bringing  of  which  to 

pal's 


|$5rfJV'*^c  r.ord's  hand  was  eminently  fcen :  Yet  ther^ 
were  other  things  which  did  a  little  embitter  or  counter*- 
b;(l^nce  them.  For  at  that  time  there  were  great  fears  c^ 
ah  irivaiiion  from  Ireland,  by  K.  James  alid  his  bloody- 
ibroat  cutters,  the  In{hes,-^and  alfo  ofir.tcftine  infur*' 
rcAions  to  be  rsiied  by  bloody  Claverhoitfe  (who  had 
left  the  Meet  ing  of  Eliat«fs)  and  other  malignants,  papifts,^' 
and  enemies  to  God,  and  their  country:  Upon  accoui>t  of 
which  the  Meeting  of  Eftates  refolved  upon  raiiing  fome' 
regiments  of  foot  (as" is  related  before)  and  an  offer  hav^ 
ing  been  made  of  railing  a  regiment  of  Weft  country- 
men^ jiarticularly  by  the  lairci  of  Blaick^^ood,  the  ofFeiT 
vds  accepted,  and  a  commiffion  granted  to  raife  the^ 
)&me)  -which  was  to  conlift  of  twenty  compj^ies  of  thefe 
men  who  had  been  formerly  perfecuted. 
*■- After  fome  of  our  friends,  who  continued  in  Edin* 
burgh,  were  acquainted  with  this,  they  appointed  a  Ge- 
Aefal  Meeting  to  meet  at  Douglas  upon  the  29th  of  A- 
pri!,  to  conlider  upon  this  affair*— Which  accordingly 
did  conveen. 

Upon  the  28th  day  of  April,  being  the  Lord's  day, 
there  was  a  rield-mccting  beiide  the  town,  where  was  a 
great  jnuititudc  of  people,  to  whom  Mjffrs  Lining,  Boyd, 
iamd  SiiieMs  preached. 

ITpOK  April  29th,  the  General  Meeting  did  conveen 
in  the  kirk  of  Doughs, — After  the  iame  was  modelled,' 

This  queftion  was  enquired  at  them,  viz.  "Whether  in 
this  jnn'5lure,  when  there  were  great  iFears  of  an  invalion 
fiom  Ireland,  and  cfinteftine  wars  in  the  land,  it  were  ^ 
neceilary  duty  to  ralfe  a  regiment  of  our  friends,  for  de- 
fence of  religion,  the  country^  and  ourfelves* 

After  fome  diiicune  upon  this,  every  one  aflented  to 
This,  that  the  country  was  like  to  be  in  great  danger,  and 
that  it  was  very  expedient  to  have  men  modelled. 

But  fome  faid  that  to  have  a  regiment  of  our  friericlii 
wnder  pay,  would  be  a  iinful  affbciation,  feeing  there 
were  in  the  army,  m.  ay  malignants,  men- of  blood,  and  ' 
ttinrderers  of  our  brethren,  with  Whom  our  officers  be- 
hoved to  fit  in  councik  of  war,  and  to  fight  all  under 
one  general,  t>iz.  M-Kay,  whom  they  knew  not,  nor 
what  he  was  for,  or  sgainft  :  alfo  againft  him  there  were 
fome  obit^tionT. 

•To  this  it  was  rrfwcrctl,  tlmt  it  would  not  be  a  flnful 
^ociation,  but  only  reccfntous,  and  difcretive^  wKicK 
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the  danger  of  time  cadled  for  at  their  hanicby  they  bdtf^ 
as  muchy  if  not  nxorey  than  any  others,  called  to  defend 
religion,  and  their  country,  and  though  there  vrtrt  wic- 
ked men  in  the  council  of  war,  yet  our  officers  having 
right  to  be  there  as  well  as  others,  might  further  good 
defigns,  and  hinder  evil  *,  and  if  they  could  not  get  that 
done,  yet  they  had  liberty  to  proteft,* 

After  fome  jangling  debates  it  was  at  l&agth  refolved 
to  put  this  queftion  to  a  vote,  and  every  one*^  mind  par-* 
ticularly  enquired,  viz.  Whether  or  not  at  this  time  it 
was  a  iinful  aflbciation  for  one  regiment  to  be  in  an  army, 
while  there  were  many  officers  malignant  and  bloody 
Qien,  and  all  under  one  general  ?  The  mod  ^art  c^the 
votes  went  in  the  affirmative,  that  it  was  a  &afal  tSq* 
elation.  Before  the  votes  were  ftrHy  gotten,  but  efpeci- 
ally  when  the  fame  was  done,  there  was  great  confufion 
in  the  Meeting :  To  compose  which,  there  was  a  paper 
prefented  and  read,  containing  fome  propofals  to  the 
lieutenant  colonel,  which  when  they  had  heard  quieted 
them  a  little  *. 

The  fum  of  the  paper  was^  as  fbUow;?- 


^0  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  th 
^^fi  of  the  fuperior  Officers  of  the  Earl  of  Angus's  Regt^ 
ment. — The  humble  Fropofals  of  fome  Honefl  People  in 
the  Wefern  ShireSy  To  whom  it  is  offered  to  take  on  in^ 
and  make  up  that  Regimetft^ 

WE  cannot  acquit  our jfelvcs  in  the  duties  we  owe 
to  God,,  to  our  country,  to  our  brethren,  and 
to  our  pofterity  ;  as  We  are  obliged  by  the  laws  of  God, 
of  man,  and  by  our  national  covenant,  if  we  do  not  of- 
fer 

•  It  is  here  tp  be  oKTeryed  that  their  mioiftf  rs  were  among  the 
cnierdrivers  of  this  affair,  and  whatthcy  could  not  do  by  preach- 
ing aild.argaing«,ihey  now  endeavour  to  effefl  by  fubtiliy ;  they 
had  eifdeavoured  the  day  before  vigoroufly  to  excite  them  io  ii. 
and  erpecfally  Mr.  Shields,  who  at  that  time,  preached  fewrii 

days  upon  Judges  v.ij.  Curfe  ye  Meroz, hecauff  they  carKt 

not  to  thi  help  of  the  Lord^ — againjl  the  mighty,  Cryirg  ont, 
••  Come,  let  us  go  and  pull  down  rhe  gates  of  Rome*'.  And  ht 
bting  in  greater  rcfped  with  many,  upon  the  account  ofhii 
former  zeal  and  faithfulnefs,  had  gfcater  influ<fncc  to iodocf  era* 
^  »V  to  engage,  who  afierward,  to  their  dyiogday  repeated  there- 
•  of  :  (j-9  he  hinifclf  relates  in  his  Journals,)  vhea  they  were  i* 
Ffandcrs,  fome  ot  ihem  cM\^t^V\\«v  \q  \ia  (%s^^  (or  tke  hand  tc 
iiad  in  i&dttdusi  tlti^A  to  \.Yi^  fexVt::^^ , 
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ftr  our  concurrence,  in  the  prclcnt  call  of  providence, 
%o  affifl:  in  the  defence  of  th<e  common  caufe  againft  the 
jcommon  enemies,— But  fearing  the  fnares  and  hazard  of 
the  fin  and  punifliment  of  unlawful  aflbciations  with  thofe 
«rho  have  demeaned  themfeWes  as  enemies  to  the  cauie 
of  God,  and  th^t  fame  intcreft  they  are  now  profeffing 
to  efpoufe :  And  we  refolying  through  grace  to  adhere 
to  that  fame  caufe  in  fighting,  as  wc  have  done  in  fuffer- 
ing.  And  not  to  forget  or  forgo  oup  teftimony  againfl: 
the  wrongs  it  hath  received  from  any  hand.  We  hum- 
bly defirc  to  be  fatisfied  in  theft  propofals,  ere  we  can 
engage  under  your  conduft. 

Flrji^  That  all  our  officers  fuperior  and  inferior  be 
inch  as  we  can  in  confcience  and  prudence  confidently 
fubmit  unto,  and  follow.  Such  as  have  not  ferved  the 
'icncmy,  nor  perfecutcd  and  oppofed  the  caufe,  nor  en- 
^ged  by  the  Declaration,  Teft,  or  other  finfiil  oaths 
and  bonds  to  oppofe  and  fupprefs  the  caufe  we  fight  for : 
But  have  given  proof  of  their  fidelity,  integrity,  and 
good  affeftion  to  the  Covenanted  Reformation,  and  arc 
willing  to  renew  the  covenant  engagement,  when  duljf-, 
and  feafonably  called  thereunto. 

Secondly f  Or  at  leaft  if  fuch  a  number  of  ofiicers  can- 
hot  be  found,  that  are  free  of  fuch.  ofF<snces,  that  fuch 
as  arc  admitted  who  are  chargeable  with  lefTer  degrees  of 
forefaid  offenpes,  and  compliances,  make  public  acknow- 
ledgment on  the  (lead  of  the  regiment,  of  their  fcnfe  of 
thefe  fins  and  fcandals,  and  engage  to  fubmit  to  the 
ccufures  of  the  church. 

Thirdly^  That  thefe  oflicers,  fo  qualified,  may  not 
take  up  nor  bring  in  men,  any  that  will  take  on  of  their 
own  choice,  or  by  appointment  of  the  general  officers, 
^t  this  levy  :  But  that  at  the  firft  rendevouz,  the  com- 
panies that  we  fhall  complete  may  have  captiiins,  and 
•  inferior  oflicers  fet  over  them  fuch'  as  they  fhall  choofc 
pir  confent  to  and  approve.  . 

Fourthly y  That  the  oflicers  we  have  already  chofen  be 
Cither  continued  in  their  places  if  capable,  or  adnmte'd 
to  fuch  places  as  they  arc  capable  of,  and  none  obtruded 
'  on  us,  as  uncapable  and  unfit,  without  our  confent'.    ^ 

Fifthly^  That  particularly,  it  may  be  granted  us,  to 
frhoofe  the  laird  of  CarloupSy  and  the  laird  of  JCpr/7^3r«if, 
or  Earljloun  be  admitted  for  aid-major. 

Sixthly^  That  while  in  the  country,  we  may  hdve  li-  , 
Xncti^  to  choofe  our  own  minifters,  and  if  \v<s  il\o>\\<i  V^e. 

P  4J  d  a  ^-iSVc.^ 
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called  Qut  o£  the  Qouptry,  that  we  may  have  the.  du^ce 
of  one  to  go. with  us.  ^ 

Sevwthly^  That  wc  be  not  obliged  to.  go  out  of  the 
three  dominions,  nor  out  of  Sc9tjLand  .ciy:cpt  upon  ur- 
gent neceflity  of  prefent  fervice. 

Eighth/jj  That  we  may  have  liberty  tp  rcprefent  and 
renionllrate  our  grievances  fiiicained  thele  years  bygpiie 
and  impeach  according  to  law  and  juftice  the  chirf  iii- 
ftruments  and  abettors  thereof,  m  church,  ftate,  army, 
or  country. 

After  reading  of  thi^  paper,  fomc  of  the  Meeting  faid 
if  thefe  propofals  were  granted  they  could  not  fay  mud 
agahift  the  railing  of  a  regiment. 

Upon  the  morrow  April  30th,  the  General  Meet- 
ing conveened  again  in  the  Kirk,  to  Avhom  were  read  a- 
gain  the  propofal  above  written  \  wh^n  it  was  refolvd 
by.  them  that  the  lieutenant  colonel  fhould  come  iu,  that 
after  hearing  of  it,  they  ipight  know  what  he  would  fat 
to  it :   which  accordingly  he  did  *,  and  after  hearing  l'{  | 
it,  he  anfwered  that  there  were  fome  of  them  not  in  hi*  , 
power  to  grant,  biit  belonged  to  tiic  King,  and  Meeting 
of  Eilates.     And  fome  were  in  his  power,  as  thcfc  re- 
lating to  the  putting  in  of  officers  in  the  regiment,  and 
faid  he  would  put  none  in  againft  wiiom  we  had  ycA.  tx« 
ccptions. 

But  he  going  out  again,  and  the  Meetipg  not  getting 
fatisfasftion  for  granting  of  their  propoftils.  ''i'hey  fell  a- 
gain  into  confufions^  and  diviiions,  fome  being  for  raid- 
ing of  the  regiment  prefently,  upon  good  condition;*, 
Others  requiring  time  to  coniider  and  adviie  with  their 
Societies,  feeing  the  buGnefs  was  ofno  fmall  importance. 
Td  this  it  was  anfwered,  though  ti;nc  to  dehbcrate  there- 
on was  to  be  deiired,  yet  in  this  cafe  it  couid  not  be  al- 
lowed, feeing  they  knev/  not  how  foon  the  land  migbt 
be  invaded  by  the  bloody  Irifhes ;  and  before  that,  it 
■^erc  neceflary  that  the  regiment  were  taught  the  difcip- 
Kne  of  war. 

About  this  time  fome  came  into  the  kirk,  and  told 
that  news  was  come  to  the  caftle,  tliat  the  Irilhes  were 
landed,  and  the  Highlanders  were  in  arms.  This,  as 
fome  fuppofed  at  the  time,  was  not  true  (as  afterward  it 
proved)  but  only  was  made  ufe  of  to  ftir  up  the  people 
the  more  to  engage  in  the  regiment. 

After- 
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AJfterward  all  the  companies  in  the  town  were  dcfired  tQ 
go,  to  the  Holm  bcfide  the  water,  and  to  draw  up  tfefor^ 
jSjr,  Buntine  the  geuei-al  mufter-mafter,  that  he  mighj 
re^wrt  that  he  faw  them  in  arms,  and  they  ihould  not 
be  thereby  any  further  engaged. 

Some  w:re  for  the  companies  drawing  up^  s^nd  others 
Wire  again ll  it.  As  fome  of  the  companies  were  going 
to  the  Hplm,  one  went  and  diflua4ed  them  therefrom, 
faying,  If  they  went  they  would  be  engaged  in  the  regi- 
ment.— For  this  he  was  blamed  by  fome,  feeing  thereby 
the  lieutenant  colonel  and  others  did  lofe  much  of  their 
pay,  whichthey  would  have  got  if  they  \\ziixa\*ik.trtA. 

For  compoiing  and  fettling  differences,  much  pains 
were  uied.  Some  delired  propofals  Ihould  be  fent  to  Ge- 
neral Mackay  ;  and  to  avoid  divifion  for  the  future  u* 
pon  this  account,  that  fome  were  for  engaging  in  the 
regiment  and  fome  not,  this  propofal  was  made  by  fome, 
.That  tliefe  who  had  not  clcarncfs  to  engage,  might  for-* 
bear,  and  fay  nothing  againft  them  who  lud  ;  and  thefff 
wlio  had  freedom,  might  go  on^  and  fay  nothing  agalaijt 
tuefe  who  wanted  it. 

May  ijly  in  the  morning  fome  pcrfons  convcened,  and 
drew  up  propofals  to  be  fent  to  Mackay,  which  were  to 
b::  prefejited  to  tlie  General  Meeting,  who  met  within  a 
little,  to  whom  the  propofals  were  read.  They  objeft- 
cd  ag'Ainft  fome  of  them  ;  fo  the  fame  were  corrected, 
and  dclired  to  be  fent  immediately  to  Mackay,  and  his 
anfwer  to  be  returned  to'chcni  againft  the  next  General 
Meeting,  which  was  appointed  to  meet  at  Douglas, 
May  lyh. 

This  paper  of  propofds  by  way  of  humble  petition  tQ 
Mackay  was  fhevved  to  the  lieutenant  colonel  ;  but  as  hp 
did  not  agree  with  the  manner  of  fending  it,  he.dfcw  up 
an  addrcfs  to  Mackay  in  the  name  of  the  regiment;—* 
which  fome  was  againft,  in  regard  the  meeting  had  con-« 
eluded  upon  the  other,  and  knew  nothing  of  thb,\.VhIch 
differed  much  from  the  firft. 

The  perfon  who  undertook  to  deliver  the  papers  tft 

Mackay,  coming  into   Edinburgh  for  that  end,  fou^4 

him  gone  to  the  north  ;  lb  it  was  not  given.     However 

a  new  draught  of  the  addrefs  was  written  by  Blakcwpod, 

.  whodefired  the  fame  might  be  fmooth,  in  iregard  all  wp 

.  were  to  fcek  of  him  was  only  tl:^  lignifying  his  aflent, 

^nd  agreeing  with  the  work  of  reformation.  But  fome  qf 

.  thcfc  dcfired  to  prefeut  it,  were  altogciher  againft  this  aU, 
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teration,  bccaufc  they  had  no  allowance  for  any  fach 
jthing  from  thofe  who  dcfircd  them  to  come ;  Yet  the 
fame  was  prcfcntcdto  Col.  B^our,  conunandcrin  chief 
for  the  time* 

In  the  interral  betwixt  the  laft  meeting  and  this 
(which  was  the  fooner  appointed,  that  the  affair  con* 
(cerning  the  regiment  might  be  haftened)  the  captuns 
were  railing  the  companies,  which  were  brought  up  to 
at  field-meeting  upon  the  Lord's  day^  May  Jtibf  where 
was  a  great  multitude  of  people^  fdr*  Shields  preached 
wpon  Judges  v.  23. 

Up  OK  the  morrow,  the  General  Meeting  conyeened 
at  Douglas, — ^There  were  prefented  to,  aiid  read  at  dA 
meeting  two  papers ;  the  one  was  fome  propofals  of  the 
foldiers  defirous  to  fervc  in  the  regiment,  to  the  lieute- 
nant  colonel  and  other  ofBcers  ;  the  other  was  a  dedanbr 
lion  to  be  fubfcribed  by  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  at 
their  engaging  in  the  regiment*  Tru^  copies  of  bodi 
thefc  papers  follow. 


^0  the  Right  Honour ahle  the  Lieutenant  Colonel^  and  !•* 
ther  officers    in    the   Earl  of  Angus's  Regiments 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Soldiers    that   defre  t9 
f&rve  in  the  f aid  Regiment ^ 

OUR  confcicnce,  in  the  fear  and  zeal  of  God,  movi 
ing  us  to  undertake  this  fervice  without  any  felfifh 
or  liniftrous  motive  or  ^nd,  preffeth  us  humbly  to  prq- 
pofe  and  lay  before  your  Honours  the  terms  which  will 
engage  and  encourage  us  to  come  with  confidence  under 
your  conduct.  And  therefore  we  moft  earneftly  defirc 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  confider  them,  and  conftnt  to,  and 
concert  them  with  us  by  way  of  contradl,  which  may 
contain  what  we  dcfire  of  your  Honours,  and  what 
you  arc  pleafed  to  demand  of  us  for  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion. 
•Our  defircs  are  thefe  following. 
\fty  That  all  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  regiment,  in 
fome  fubfcribed  declaration,  like  this  herewith  deliver- 
ed, make  profeffion  ci  their  foundnefs  in  religion,  fin- 
cerity  in  the  caufe  truly  ftated,  and  of  their  unanimous 
harmony  ii>  the  received  and  approvcn  principle  of  the 

church 
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rlmrch  of  Scotland,  owning  and  adhering  to  the  cove^" 
Milts  and  work  of  reformation,  in  its  doctrine,  worihip, 
lifcipline  and  government,  againft  Popery,  Prelacy,  E- 
aftiaqifm,  Se^Elariaftifm,  tyranny  and  arbitrary  govem- 
aent  )  and  that  none  be  lifted  or  kept  in  the  regiment^ 
ml  thofe  who  fubfcribe  the  fame,  when  agreed  up« 

iLdlyi  Th^t  all  ofiieers  and  fbldiers  may  concnr  m  all 
avrful  and  expedient  endeavours  in  advancing  the  rcfor-' 
nation  of  the  church  and  ftate,  efpecially  for  cftabHih- 
ng  the  church  in  ttsF  former  order  and  union,  according 
0  the  word  of  God  and  former  approven  conftitutions 
>f  this  church ;  and  profecuting  every  feafonable  and 
[kitable  teftimony  for  profecuting  the  fame,  or  againft  a- 
tiy  corruption  introduced,  or  that  may  be  introduced^ 
Boconfifteut  therewith  or  impedative  thereof. 

jj/)^.  That  we  may  not  only  have  liberty  to  reprcfent 
crar  grievances  fuftained  thefc  years  bygone  under  the 
late  tyranny,  and  impeach,  according  to  courfc  of  law^ 
the  inftruments  and  abettors  of  the  fame  in  churchy 
ftate,  army  or  country.  But  efpcciaHy  that  our  fuperior 
officers  concur,  and  bear  hand  to  the  pleading  out  of  the 
army  fuch  notorious  criminals  as  have  opprefled  and  per- 
leetxted  ils,  murdered  our  brethren,  arid  have  been  ene* 
xnies  to  the  caufe  we  now  fight  for. 

4^A/y,  While  that  is  not  done,  and  until  it  be  done^ 
we  defire  to  be  as  remote  from  the  fnares  of  conjunftion 
with  them,  as  may  eonfift  with  the  efFcdlual  management 
of  the  war.  And  to  this  effcft,  that  our  officers  en- 
deavour to  provide  and  procure,  that  we  go  not  out  in 
f  romifcuous  detachmients  with  them,  nor  be  mixed  in 
encampments  wit-h  the  forefaid  criminals* 

j/^/y,  That  our  officers  be  always  of  our  own  choice^ 
or  approbation  j  and  that  none  be  obtruded  upon  us 
without  our  ^onfent;  and  thefe  already  cominiffioned 
er  now  to  be  commiffioned,  be  continued,  until  either 
by  death  taken  away,  or  for  feme  fault  they 'dcferv«  de- 
gradation, or  be  found,  after  a  competent  time  to  fit 
themfelves,  uncapaWe  of  that  truft. 

6/A/)',  That  as  foon  as  peace   is  fettled,  and  fears  of 
rebellion  Or  invafion  ceafed,  fuch  as  have  a  mind  to  go 
off,  may  have  liberty  •,  and  their  vacancies  fupplied  with ' 
the  approbation  of  the  reft, 

7/^/y,  That  we  may  have  the  privilege  of  a  minifter 
chofen  by  all  of  us,  and  an  elder  in  every  eom^^ca^)^^ 
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the  rcfpcft  and  cfteem  due  to  pcrfoDs  of  tlietr  cfamc* 
ter^  who  may  with  authority  reprove  oS^ces,  withont 
refpe£t  of  perfons. 

Zthly^  'fhat  for  promoting  piety  in  tlie- regiment,  it 
be  not  only  permitted^  but  appoinied  that  the  guards 
may  perform  tlie  worfhip  of'  G6d  pubKcly,  at  leaft  foch 
parts  of  it,  and  at  fuch  times  as  their  military  dutitt 
Will  allow  1  And  thcfe  that  are  off  guard,  may  conccf 
m  family  worfliip  ordinarily  j  and  fome  day  or  other, 
every  week  alfo,  to  meet  in  competent  numbers  vrtth 
their  elders  for  fellowiliip  in  prayer  and  Chriftian  con-  . 
ference,  (befidcs  the  miniftcts  exercife  for  preaching  afid- 
catechifing)  as  convenicncy  will  allow. 

Q/i/y,  That  among  the  military  laws  for  refh'ainiflg 
diforders,  theremaybefeverefan^^ions  and  punifhmcnts 
afligned  for  fornication  and  all  uncleannefs,  and  all  fcf- 
clvions,  filthy  and  unchriiVian  talking,  Avearing,  cUi>. 
£ng,  mocking  of  godlmcfs,  drinking  of  h^ths,  aiidllt' 
drmikennefs,  fe't*. 

The  tenor  of  the  Declaration  follows. 


WE  all,  and  every  one  of  us,  officers  and  fclditfs 
of  every  degree,  belonging  to  the  regiment  of 
James,  Lord  Angus,  iinder-fubrcribing  ;  who  now  (jffer 
ourfelves  with  all  refolution  and  readinei's  of  mind  to 
the  fervice  of  the  king  and  ftate,  in  defence  of  religion 
and  the  liberties  of  our  country,  againft  the  inteftinc  in- 
furre^Hons  and  foreign  invafions  of  the  Popiih,  PreW- 
ctil  and  malignant  facribn  •,  Confidering  what  a  promil-- 
cuous  affociation  of  men  of  di^ferle  principles  andpro^ 
felons  are  employed  antf  intrufted  in  the  prefent  ler- 
xice,  and  how  varionily  they  may  propofc  to  themfelvijy 
the  ftate  of  the  ciiufe,  and  the  end  of  the  expedition  j 
and  confidering  how  many  demur  andhtfitate  to  coni'if 
in  the  prefent  appearance,  f^iaring  the  fnar^f  and  hnzari 
and ipunifhment  of  unlawful  airoriations  with  thefe  that 
have  litTxitofore  demeaned  tlicjnfclves  as  enemies  to  the 
caufe  of  God  ;  for  their  {atisfa<^ion  and  our  own  exo- 
neration, Do  declare,  we  mean  no  manner  of  way  to  f- 
fpoufe  any  malignant  party,  qiiarr:*!  nor  intertft,  rj't 
fight  for  any  other  caufc,  nor  upon  any  other  grouniVj 
>^fhan  what  this  church  and  kingdom  liath  ownei I  in  rnf 
befl  and  piiiei\  Ukucs  o£  r^^&tvxvitioa*  and  wh-t  ^hc  ixiX^" 

ful 
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..  have  contended  for  through  all  the  troubles  of  the 
e  tyranny.     To  wit,  not  only  for  the  prelervatiqn  of 
*  rights  of  the  ftate  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  with 
s*   defence  and  prefervatioh  of  our  dread  Sovereign, 
ng  William,  his  perfon  and  authority,  in  the  defence 
d  prefervation  of  the  true  religion,  liberties  and  laws  of  ■ 
e  kingdom  :    To  whom,  as  a  comfortable  inftrument 
God's  mercy,  we  owe  the  prefent  reviving  in  our  bon- 
ge:    Upon  whom,  in  a  great  mealure,  doth  depend 
e  ^uiet  and  continuance  thereof;  and  with  whom  the 
ibility  and  fecurlty  of  our  religion  and  liberties  is  fo 
•aitly  conjoined  :    But  alfo  for  the  good  old  way  of 
rotland's  covenanted  reformation,  in  its  formerly  efta- 
ifhed,  approven,  and  received  principles,  confe0lons 
ui  conftitu lions  of  dodtrine,  worihip,  difcipline   and 
oyernment,  according  to  the  word  of  God  and  folemn . 
ational  covenants,  which  we  own  and  avouch  to  be  of 
iading  force  and  unre|Kalable  obligation,  and  declare 
HIT  willingnefs  and  dcfire  to  renew  the  fame,  whenever 
awfully,  duly,  and  feafonably  called  thereto ;    and  a- 
jainil  Popery,    Prelacy,   Eraftianifm,  Sedlarianifm,  ty- 
ranny and   arbitrary  government,   and  all  perfons   or 
•hings  oppofite  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  honour  of  the 
ong,  fafety  and  liberty  of  the  church  or  ftate  :  Particu- 
*Hy  againll  all  the  attempts  of  the  late  James  the  VII. 
"Jd  his  accomplices  within  or  without  the  land,  for 
•iiiforcing  his  ufurpations  by  rebellious  armies, 
ivioreovcr,  as  for  aflbciation  with  the  enemies  of  the 
^J'cfaid  caule  of  .God,  of  truth,  and  of  godlincfs,  whe* 
*cr  for  or  againft  it ;    we  abhor  and  deteft.  every  fuch 
^*ifederiicy,  or  entering  into  affinity  with  the  people  of 
^efe  abominations  •,  ancj  fhall  concur  with,  and  adhere 
^to  the  formei*  approven  teftimony  of  this  church,  a- 
S^ftthe  admitting  unto,  or  keeping  in  places  of  power 
JJid  truft,  any  Popifh  or  malignant  incendiaries  or  evil 
*nftrument?,  for  the  defer ce  cfthecaufe  or  nation,  who 
tiive  been  the  profeffed  and  fworn  tools  of  the  deftruftion 
thereof  ;  But  whether  they  fhall  intrude  themfelves  in- 
to this  fcrvice  or  not,  yet  we  fhall  not  be  hindered  from 
contributing  our  utmofl  to  oppofe  all  the  enemies  of  the 
raufe  of  God  and  the  country  in  the  prefent  junfture. 
And  in  the  mean  time,  ihall  endeavour  that  none  be  im- 
l)odicd  to   our  regiment  that  have  not  given  proof  of 
icir  fidelity,  integrity  and  good  affeilion  to  the  fore- 
£  c  c  faad 
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laid  catifey  or.  of  their  remorfe  for  their  defeAs  thoM* 
in-.t* 

.Thcfc  two  papiJrs  wefc  drat^n  up  iii  the  interral  bcj 
tween  this  meeting  and  the  laft,  intending  tt  have  gdod 
conditions }  and  that  their  way  might  be  further  cleared 
who  engaged  in  the  regiment  \  the  fame  contaimhg  luw 
thing  but  what  they  judged  necefiaiy^  both  to  feek^  and 
alfo  to  hzvt^  before  they  engaged. 

When  the  meeting  had  heard  thefe  papers;  It  waj 
concluded  by  them -that  they  fhould  both  be  (hewed  to 
the  lieutenant  colonel,  and  alfo  to  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of 
Polwart,  who  was  come  from  Edinburgh.-  Upon  thi» 
account,  and  for  this  effeA,  they  choie  Meflrs.  Shidd» 
andBoyd^  Wm.  Stuart,  Jo.  Mathiefon,  Wm^  Young/ 
Jo.  Clark,  James  Wilfoh  and  Michael  Shields,  who 
went  immediately  to  thefe  gentlemen,  (wha  were  diea 
come  to  the  town)  together  with  Blakewood.- 

When  Polwart  had  read  the  papers,  he  faid.  He  had 
nothing  to  objeA  againil  them ;  yet  the  fame  could  not 
be  agreed  upoii  and  done  by  Way  of  contraft  betwixt  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  left  thereby  they  might  come  under 
the  hazard  of  a  council  of  war  ;'  for,  according  to  mih'la- 
ry  difcipline  it  would  not  be  fuffered,  and  that  no  pri-* 
vate  leagues  among  fub}e£ls  were  to  be  made. 

After  the  lieutenant  colonel  had  read  the  two  papers, 
he  faid,  He  would  never  go  into  any  Aieh  tranfa^'on,  or 
come  under  fuch  engagemeilts,  (agreei»g  with  the  ob- 
jeftions  made  by  Polwart).^  At  length,  after  fome  de- 
batings,  Polwart  drew  up  a  paper  containing  a  fhort  de- 
claration of  the  defigns  of  engaging  in  the  fervice,  with 
which  the  lieutenant  col.  agreed* 

The  perfons  above-named,  returning  to  the  meeting, 
gave  them  a  brief  account  of  what  had  paft  betwixt  the 
gentlemen  and  them,  with  which  the  meeting  was  not 
fatisfied,  feeirlg  their  propofals  and  defires  were  not 
granted  ;  and  many,  when  they  faw  it  fo,  were  more  a- 
verfe  from  engaging  in  the  regiment. 

However,  after  fome  difcourfe  and  debating  concern-' 
ing  what  was  their  duty  in  lueh  a  cafe,  it  was  concluded 

that 

•  It  appears  that  thefe  pap-jrs  were  wrote  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Shields,  aud  ahhough  manv  judged  n^.uch  of  the  iiiatrer  of  ibeo 
contrary  to  the  adlings  at  this  time,  >et  many  others  were  much 
iodaced  thereby  to  eov^uat^  ^\\\t.^H  thro*  their  iaiplicit  faitli  \m 
Mr.  Shield*!  hoiM&Y. 
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that  a  paper  ihould  be  drawn  up,  containing  in  ihort 
what. they  were  for  and  what  they  were  againft,  to  be 
read  to-morrow  at  the  head  of  every  company.  This 
was  thought  neceflary,  left  the  teftimony  (for  owning  of 
idiich  they  ha4  been  fuSering)  niight  be  wrongedy  or 
kept  in  iUence  by  their  prefent  rdTolmions  and  a^gs^ 
— *An4  for  that  night  they  parted, 

^  At  night  there  were  two  papers  drawn  up,  one  in  the 
name  of  the  ofGcers^  and  another  in  the  name  of  the 
ioldiers,  '  - 

.  Howbeit  they  were  not  read  as  was  deiigned,  thcrea* 
Ton  of  which  (hall  be  immediately  given, 

May  14th,  The  lieutenant"  colonel  and  the  laird  of 
Blakewood  in  the  morning  came  from  the  caftle  to  the 
town,  and  acquainted .  our  minifters  and  others,  That 
bme  officers  having  met  in  a  council  of  war,  had  refol- 
vod  not  to  treat  any  more  with  us.  He  Ukewife  made 
fome  refle6lions  on  fome  of  the  captains,  that  he  had 
been  flighted  and  difobeyed  by  them, — So  thefe  gentle* 
men  returned  again  to  the  caftle,  and  prefently  the  laird 
of  Polwart  took  journey  for  Edinburgh,  whom  the  lieu-» 
tenant  CoL  conveyed  a  little  way  off. 

But  before  he  did  this  he  was  defired  to  come  aud 
[peak  with  the  companies,  who  were  then  all  drawn  up 
in  the  Holm.  Whereupon  the  lieutenant  Col.  coming 
to  the  place  in  order  to  fpeak  to  them  ;  he  came  firft  to 
Capt.  Haddow's  company,  and  had  a  ftiort  fpecch  to  them 
to  this  purpofe  :  That  he  had  loft  himfclf  by  failing  in 
his-promife  to  raifea  regiment  j  but  finceit  was  fo,  he 
Ii70ul4  do  it  With  honour  :  That  he  had  been  flighted, 
E5"<:.  and  that  he  had  met  with  fome  of  our  friends  the 
day  before  concerning  our  engaging,  to  whom  he  had 
oflfercd  reafonahlc  terms,  and  had  drawn  up  a  paper 
fhewing  their  defigns  of  entering  into  the  fame. — ^Wlierc^ 
upon  capt.  John  Campbel  of  Moy  (who  was  with  him) 

read  the  fame. ^-This  paper  ^s  mentioned  above,  and 

^as  drawn  up  by  Polwart ;  Tbe  tenor  whereof  foU 
Joweth  : 

«*  TO  declare  that  you  engage  in  this  fervicc,  of  pur- 
pofe to  refift  Popery,  and  Prelacy,  and  arbitrary  power  ; 
and  to  recover  and  eftablifh  the  work  of  reformation  in 
Scotland,  in  oppofition  to  Popery,  Prelacy  and  arbitrary 
power  in  :\H  the  briinches  and  fteps  thereof,  till  the  go- 

...  E  c  e  a  verameut^ 
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'  Wnment  in  €hifrch  and  ftate^  be  brought  ta  that  b^ 
ttOd  integrity  which  it  had  in  the  bed  times/' 

:.  This  being  read,  Mr.  Shieldsexplained.it  aTictl^ha^ 
^rnig  a  fpeech  to  the  company  to  this  pnrpofe^  That  they 
yfeMt  for  maintaining  and  defending:  the  work  (tf  refor* 
mation  and  our  covenants,  and  that  they  wore  a(sfoft 
fiflbciation  with  malignants  and  enemies  to  truth  aftd 
godiinefs  \  and  that  they  would  help  to  bring. thefe: guil- 
ty of  our  brethren's  blood  to  condign  puniihment- 

In  this  manner  the  lieutenant  colonel  went  thrdvgh 
the  whole  companies,  from  one  to  another,  (being  al 
the  time  on  horfe^back)  having  to  each  of  them  the  like 
fpeech,  as  is  above  written,  and  capt.  Campbel  reading 
the  above  paper,  as  alfo  Mr.  Shields  explaining  the  fame 
.to  the  fame  purpofe,  as .  is  above  fet  down.  Af&r  this 
was  done,  the  companies  ftaid  a  little  in  the  Holm.  But 
the  lieutenant  colonel  with  the  captuins  and  fonie  liellI^ 
nants,  with  our  miniilers,  went  into  the  town,  what 
they  communed  together  concerning  the  prel'eut  bafr 
.nefs. — And  afterward  he  gave  orders  to  each  captsi 
where  to  march  with  his  company,  which  wa^  accordiog* 
ly  obeyed* 

To  this  account  I  fhall  add  this  one  thing,  viz.  That 
tbf  re  were  fomc  objeftions  miNic^gainft  fome  captains 
which  the  lieutenant  Colonel  choofed,  efpec-aUy  > 
gainft  Captain  Monro,  yet  they  were  made  ofiiccrs  ii 
the  regiment. 

Thus  was  Lord  Angus's  regiment  raifed  and  manajcA 
As  fome  were  not  well  pleafed  that  there  was  any  cng> 
ging  or  taking  on  therein,  before  fecurity  was  obtaiis.^ 
for  performing  the  conditions  required,  but  inftai 
thereof  rather  a  pafiing  from  them,  and  an  yielding  too 
far :  So  iince  that  time  they  have  been  the  occaiion  i 
much  talk,  fome  defpifmg,  and  fome  others  commeni* 
ing  them.  Again  they  have  been  condemned  by  fomc, 
as  being  in  a  finful  aflbciation  with  malignants.  But  nw 
ny  of  the  malignants  themfelves,  efpecially  Ibme  in  the 
army,  have  accounted  them  as  one  of  their  great  cjf" 
fores. 

Towards  evening,  after  the  affair  was  paft,  the  inoft 
part  of  the  meeting  conveened  again,  when  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  What  was  next  called  for  at  their  hands.' 
To  which  fome  anfwered,  T*hey  thought  it  neceffai) 
that  ai^  pffei  (Kouldbe  made  of  railing  another  regiment  I 

i 
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itf  tfot  friends,  upqn  good  terms  and  conditions.  Where* 
upon  it  was  concluded  that  this  offer  ihould  he  made  j 
for  effcftuating  of  which  William  Stewart,  Dr,  Furd^ 
James  Wilfon,  and  Michael  Shields  were  defired  to  go 
to  Edinburgh,  to  fpeak  to  fome  perfons  concerning  the 
ftmc ;  Who  accoixlingly  went  and  fpokc  to  Sir  Patrick 
Hume  of  Pol  wart.  He  told  them  that  he,  and  alfo  fome 
others  of  the  Meeting  of  Eftates  wifhed  that  another  re- 
giment of  thele  people  were  raifed,  but  he  thought  the 
fame  would  not  be  obtained  at  the  time,  both  on  account 
of  the  want  of  money,  and  alfo  if  fuch  a  thing  were 
mentioned  in  the  Meeting  of  Eftatcs,  feverals  of  theia 
would  oppol'e  it,  who  had  no  kindnefs  fojr  thefe  people. 
So  this  was  defifted  from, 

•  Troubles  and  commotions  were  not  few  in  the 
bnd,  iince  the  lalt  meeting,  and  more  daily  expc6t*-d^ 
both  at  home,  and  alfo  from  abroad ;    As  Chwerhoiue 

■  and  others,  were  raifing  all  the  force  they  could,  in  the 
Highlands :  And  in  the  Lowlands,  papifts  and  malig- 
nants  were  bufy,  in  plotting  and  iecrctly  carrying  oa 
their  wicked  defigns :  So  an  invafion  from  Ireland  was 
ftill  feared,  the  fears  of  which,  made  the  moll  part  of 
the  Fenfible-men  in  the  Weftern  fliires,  to  choofe  offi- 
ccrs,  and  often  to  mufter,  that  they  might  be  the  better 
capacitated  to  defend  tliemfelves,  A^  for  the  Society  peo- 
ple, many  of  them  were  engaged  in  Angus^s  regiment, 
and  thefe  at  home,  were  frequently  rendevQu:5ing  under 
their  own  officers.  But  one  thing  was  fad^  and  matter 
of  lamentation,  v'tz.  The  confufions  and  debater  thiit 
begun  to  arife,  and  increaiing  amongft  them  concerriinfj 

.  the  regiment,  with  whofe  engaging  lb  abruptly,  without 
getting  the  conditions  (fought,)  gr.mt^.  Many  were 
diffatisfied,  and  did  fay  they  were  in  a  finful  aR'ociatiou 

•  ^ith  maHgnants,  which  alio,  feverals  m  the  regiment 
themfelves  complained  of,  and  feared,  A<;it  was  a  bur- 
den to  them,  that  there  were  fome  fcandalous  ollicers  in 
that  regiment,  who  were  pu!:  in  by  the  lieutenant  colon- 
nel :  So  to  {i\Q.v^  their  diilike  at  employing  and  entnift-^ 
ing  wicked  men  in  the  army, — ^^fhe  foldiers  emitted  % 
Declaration,  upon  the  — — ^  day  of  July,  as  they  were 
mardiing  from  Dumblain  'and  Dowi),  in  their  way  to 
..«hc  Highlands,  .      , 

. :  -  At  this  time  the  parliament  Was  fitting  at  Edinburgh, 
having  conveened  upon  the  17th  day  of  June. 
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In  tb?  mean  tlnjc  a  General  Meeting  did  coovcea  4  i 
C&rntahk  upoa  the  i8th  of  July  16S9. — After  theM«t,  ^ 

ing  was  modelled  and  prayer  e?ided< It  was  enquired 

irhat  they  thought  moll  expedient  to  begin  ^ixh.  Som« 
anfwered  that  there  were  two  men  come  from  the  regt- 
jnent.  Thefe  mca  were  fent  ironi  the  regiment,  to  keep 
up  and  entertain  corrcfpondcnce  with  the  reft  oi  thdr 
friends  at  this  Meetingi  and  to  know  wh^t  w^%  c&n^ 
eluded  hj  them.  Whermipon  they  were  defired  to  fpeak, 
"Who  faid  that  it  was  the  deilrc  of  thofe  who  fent  thcn^ 
to  keep  up  corrcfpondcnce  with  ^heir  brethren  in  the 
country  as  formerly.  But  they  were  jealous  that  fomc 
an  the  Meeting  had  exceptions  agalnft  the  rcgimentj  aod 
they  defired  to  know  the  fame.  To  this  fome  anfwere4 
that  they  were  afraid  that  they  were  in  a  finful  affbcbti- 
on.  it  v^as  faid  hy  Qchers,  th^t  this  had  he  en  debated 
before,  and  at  this  time  they  could  not  put  sm  cod  to  \ 
therefore  it  was  fa f eft  to  forbear- 

However  the  foldiers  had  fignificd  their  mind  concern* 
ing  the  fame,  and  other  things  in  a  declaration  lately  c^ 
nutted  by  them,  which  was  ihown  tQ  th<?  Meeting,  an4    \ 
Tcadf^ 

The  Meeting  having  heard  this  paper  were  well  fatis^ 
Scd,  and  (hewed  their  defirc  and  wiUingnefs  to  keep  up 
correfpondence  with  the  regiment ^ 

They  likewifc  Ihewed  that  it  was  the  defire  of  the  r&» 
gimcnt,  that  they  ihould  keep  up  their  rendevouzes  fre- 
quently, and  that  it  would  he  for-  the  fecurity  of  the 
^"Weft  country,  to  have  the  regiment  among  them ;  which 
to  get  effected,  they  defired  the  fame  might  be  reprc- 
feni:e4  to  the  parliament,  as  at  this  time  there  wcregreaSJi 
feairs  of  the  Irifhes  landing  in  the  \Veft  country,  in  caft  . 
of  wbjch  both  thefe  in  the  country,  an4  the  regimcall 
might  have  the  fetter  accefs  to  the  helping  one  anotliC|Ri; 

Tl^e  Meeting  did  take  this  in  good  part,  and  wiihe4',* 
that  the  r^gin^ent  were  in  the  Weft,  and  that  a  fit  waq^i. 
were  fallen  c^pon  to  reju-efent  the  e^pedi^i^cy  oi  the  fami?! 

t.  Tbif  t>^claratiQo  is  not  onl^f  tlie  .fame  in  fabftanee,  but  in  : 
the  (kxtit  ^ords,  with  the  Dieclaration  (ho^n  to  the  lifdtena^ 
cOloAel'  tt  their  ch^ry  into  the  regiment;  a  copy  of  which  H 
aJr«ady  inferted  in  pa^e  40o>  th^etore  unneceffarf  id  repeit;'* 
and  whether  their  enntii'ig  it  novy,  or  thetf  fhewtng  it  %»  thtwa^ 
d<%e.to  the  lieutenant  colonel  before,  could  free  them  of  b(i.Yff 
if)  a'flafal  afTocidwioqi  m^ft  be  (t(t  wiib  th^  reader  to  judge. 
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^6  tKe  parliament.  Though  this  was  their  defire,  yet 
the  iame  took  no  effeft,  being  never  put  to  the  trial; 
one  caufe  whereof  was,  the  want  df  hopes  of  its  having 
fuccefs.  But  as  to  the  rendevouzing  which  they  advifed 
unto,  the  fame  was  very  frequent  through  the  Weft 
ttSunXxf ;  concealing  which,  this  is  not  to  be  forgotten, 
but  defcrvcs  a  remark :  That  in  fcveral  places  the  coun- 
try people  who  were  rendevouzing,  did  refufe  thefe  nien 
for  officers,  who  were  malignants,  and  had  been  per- 
fecutons,  notwithftanding  of  their  being  chofen  to  be 
fxtchj  by  the  commitee  of  the  (hires  :  Arid  made*  choice 
of  fufch  as  they  had  no  exception  againft :  Thinking  It 
highly  irrational,  and  very  unfafe  to  come  under  the 
conimand  and  conduct  of  thefe  n^n  whoni  they  had 
ground  to  expeft  (as  was  faid  of  fome  of  them)  would  be- 
tray thent  to  K^  Jarfics,  when  he  came  over,  feverals  of 
them  having  f\vorn  allegiance  to  him  formerly.  This 
afforded  matter  of  much  talkiug,  and  made  many  to  en* 
quire  and  fearch  into  the  qneftion  about  aflbciation. 

Upon  the  confidcration  that  there  had  been  much" 
precious  blood  of  the  Lord*s  people  ihed  in  this  land  irt 
fhe  time  of  the  late  perlecittion.  And  now  a  door  bcin^ 
opened  in  holy  providence  whereby  accefs  was  given,  and 
andfome  hopes  of  getting  juilice  executed  upon  the  nnir- 
dercrs.  It  was  propofca  ro  the  I^Iccting  that  they  fhould 
deliberate  upon  what  was  their  dirty  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

After  fpeaking  to  thJR  a  little,  they  concluded  it 
was  their  duty  to  duty  to  feck,  and  cry  for  juftice  uport 
the  murders  of  their  brethren,  and  that  the  parliament 
fhouldbc  petitiontrd  for  the  fame. 

Whereupon  Jnmos  Willbn  and  Michael  Shields,  was 
defired  to  go  to  Eclinhnrah,  lo  feek  advice  from  fome 
there,  whar\^oukl  Ire  the  iv.teft  method  for  efleftuating 
thereof.  Wa  in  the  mean  time  our  friends  up  and  down 
the  country,  wtTc  de fired  to  have  in  readinefs  the  evi- 
dence for  probation  of"  the  murderers;  feeing  the  fame 
would  be  inrtnntly  ciillcd  for,  whenever  the  murderers 
came  to  be  tried. 

Agreeable  to  this  conchiiion,  was  the  defire  of  the 
foldiers  in  lord  Angus's  regiment,  v.-ho  before  they  mar- 
ched to  the  Higlilands  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  parlia- 
ment (to  be  given  in  when  it  fhould  meet)  wherein  a- 
mong  other  things  they  crave  Ipjuftice  upon  the  murder- 
ers 
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crs  of  their  brethren,  rind  in  particular  uponjonijs  atthal 
tinie  in  prifon,  which  petition  Was  read  to  the  Meeting. 
A  ihort  compend  of  which  followcth  \*, 


^»ih(t  Right  tJcmurorley  ihe  Eilata  of  Parliament  of  iU 
Kitrgdom  of  5iCtlar:d^ — The  Humkic  Addrejs  if  tlje  Sd» 
iiers  of  the  Regme/il  ofjdincs  lord  Aii^us* 

Shkweth, 

Til  AT  a$  our  fuffci-ings  Under,  and  for  decUnidg 
the  yoke  of  the  late  popifh  arbitrary  ufurpation 
are  not  unknown  to  your  Honours,  and  we  hope  will 
not  now  be  condemned,  when  thefe  mifchiefs  hamed 
into  a  law,  which  occaiioned  them,  are  abolilhed*  So 
cur  a£lions  fince  the  beginning  of  his  Majefty's  under- 
taking to  redeem  thefe  nations  from  popery  and  fiaverj, 
bave  as  evidently  demon{li*atcd  our  inclinations  to  loyj* 
ty,  as  our  fufferings  before  ihewed  our  averiion  to  tf- 
rany  .  Having  conndence  in  liumility  to  faywe  were 
the  firfl  in  the  nation  that  publicly  prayed  for,  anda^ 
vouched  a  readinefs  to  concur  with  his  lUuftrious  High* 
nefs,  before,  at,  and  fince  his  arrival ;  We  were  thefirft 
that  declared  a  defire  to  engage. for  him,  and  under  him, 
at  our  renewing  of  our  Solemn  Covt^nants.  We  were 
the  firlt  that  otlered  our  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the 
Meeting  of  Efiates^ — and  we  were  the  firll  that  offered 
to  be  levied  into  a  modelled  regiment,— yea  though  wc 
had  (and  continue  to  have)  many  difcouraging  fears  of 
fiiare.s,  and  linful  involviucnts  in  ailociation  with  the  e- 
nerai'-s  of  truth  and  godlincfs,  who  have  been,  and  yet 
are  ericouraged,  employe'!,  and  intrufted  for  the  defence 
of  thxt  cuufc,  which  within  this  ihort  time  they  profet 
fedly  oppolcd,  and  by  many  dre.idful  oaths,  are  engaged 
to  fupprefs,— againft  which  afTuciations  we  cannot  for- 
bear to   bear   witnefs. Yet   we  reckoned  we  could 

not    acquit  ourfelves   in    ihe  duties    we   owe  to  our 
God^  to  our  country,  to  our  king,  to  our  poUcrity, 

and 

i  At  Mr.  Shields  was  roinifler  to  the.ree'f^ent,  an^'  went,  a-d 
cotlinutd  for  molt  p'-rt  with  them  ;  So  all  their  publ'c  papcri 
now  bchovcH  to  come  through  thar  channel  r  Ard  as  it  xtan  oh$ 
oF  the  ar^unicnts  he  ufed  for  enRi^yin;^  in  th"  rej^imcnr  :  Th-t 
they  wcu  d  he  in  a  better  ca'^acitv  lo  prclecutc,  and  br'.r.gco 
jal^icc  the  tnurdcrers  of  tb^ir  brethicn;  io  the  event  llicvtci 
ho^  far  he  Wd&  mYl]lAV.^tk\ti\\%  ^A\vxiw%. 
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"anct  to  oiiriclves, — if  we  flioiild  not  appear  for  Aich  4 
cniife,  as  the  recovery  and  preiervatiotl  of  bur  Govenant-A 
ed  Reformation,  laws  and  liberties; 

Wherefore  as  we  have  engaged,  fo  we  refolve^  thro* 
gsace,  to  continue  venturing  our  deareft  blood  for  this 
caufe,—  lb  far  as  we  can  with  a  good  confcicncc,  whicfai 
as  it  was  the  only  grihciplc  that  prompted  us  to  under^^t. 
take  this  fervice  ;  fo  it  is  that  which  moves  us  now  ta 
take  the  boldnei's  to  iirtbowel  our  hearts  before  your  Ho* 
nours,  as  nrany  reproaches  are  caft  upon  us<  that  we  are: 
^nemlds  to  government,  and  will  nbt  fight  for  it,  and 
that  wt:  arc  diforderly  perfons,  not  fit  to  be  trdfted^ 
which  is  the  language  of  thef^,  Who  though  they  de-* 
tcrve  no  trlift  yet  they  defire  it,  not  only  to  fatisfy  their 
^mbition^  but  to  ruin  us  >vho  have  hitliertoefcapcd  their 
ftiry  :  Vroni  whoie  reproaches  we  could  eafily  JbaVe  vin^ 
tficated  oudelves,  if  partly,  the  eanlcience  of  our  inno* 
*i?crity  had  not  perfuaded  us  to  patience,  and  partly  our 
Offtlccrs  refullng  to  coucert  with  us,  or  have  any  hand  in 
emitting  any  pa^K^r  in  the  name  of  the  regiment,  left  it 
flibuld  he  interpreted  a  fieditious  motion,  beyond  the 
bounds  (rf  military  order j  had  not  dlfi'waded  us.  But 
now  bcins^  to  march  to  tlic  Highlands,  farther  from  all 
ac^ceis  to  yoi:r  Honours,  and  nearer  the-  enemy,  with 
\vhom  we  .ook  for  daily  confliftsj  none  of  us  knowing 
who  may  firft  enter  into  eternity. 
■  Our  confcience  in  the  zeal  of  God  prefi^Lk  us,  in  alt 
humiiity  and  earneftntfs.-— in  the  firft  place  we  1-equeftr 
tJiat  we,  arid  our  brethren  in  the  country  be  admitted 
to  reprefcnt  our  grievances  luftained  thefe  years  bygone 
nndcr  the  bte  tyranny,  and  impeach  according  to  courfe 
of  law  and  ji^ftice,  the  inftrumenits  and  executicsners  o£ 
tKjit  bloody  cruelty  exercifed  on  us  and  our  brethren,- 
clpecidliy  fuch  not^^rious  criminals  as  have  without,  and 
^IgainfV  aU  colour  of  law  without  any  trial  or  fentence^  . 
'murdered  many  honef>  and  innocent  perens,  whofie 
blood  cries  for  vergcarcc,  and  lie  to  wjiom  it  belongs 
. cm vcs  it  of  your  Honours  to  extcr. re  it  j  as  being  the 
only  v»ray  revc nltd  in  h".s  worJ,  whcrtrby  the  land  may 
be  clcanfed  ^roni  tiic  blood  Ih'^d  tliercin. 
.    Particularly  wc  crave  liberty  lo  impeach  thofe  already 

-.incarcerate,   ■ci7..   Murray,  Livingfton, 

'and Creightcn,   whom  we  offer  to  coiivitl:  of 

horrid  mrrdcr,  an  J  Iheddir.g  the  blood  of  war  in  peace, 
^ithoiir,  and  ugabic  all  law,  at  aifo    ■  '■    ■    Balfour, 
F  f  f  «A 
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«Bd'-*tf'  •"''  Nifbet,  who  are  Wt  but  upon  b&ll,  ^hbm 
io  like  fort,  we  o^  t6  prove  guUty  of  the  like'crtmc«- 
Next  as  we  prefume  to  fupplicatc  that  the  churchhc 
purged  of  Epiftopal  Curates,  that  were  intrtukd  by  Ac 
Prelate's  coUation,  and  Patron's  prefentation^  contrarf 
to  the  inftitution  of  Chrift  Jcfus,  the  onlj  King  and 
Head  of  his  church,  contrary  to  the  mftitution»  of  this 
church,  without  the  call,  and  contrary  to  the  inclinati- 
ons of  the  people,  being  the  bane  of  the  nation,  the 
fcand^d  of  the  church,  and  the  fourcc  of  all  our  fornms  i 
So  we  petition  that  none  be  admitted  to,  nor  continued 
in  power  and  truft,  in  the  fhitef,  army,  or  country,  who 
have  been  inftruments  of  the  perfecutiony  and  preceded 
and  fwom  tools  of  the  late  tyranny  i  Whereby,  as  yoor 
honours  will  be  far  from  all  fears  of  the  like  treafoos, 
and  treacheries  difcovered  already  in  fomc  of  thefe  fore- 
mentioned  in  the  army  ;  fo  all  honeft  men  will  be  a^r 
ceedingly  encouraged  and  engaged  to  be  zealoUs  and  i^ 
folute  in  your  fervice. 

Finally^  We  humbly  fupplicate  your  Honours,  that 
military  laws  for  reftraining  the  army  from  difforders,  be 
ordered  to  be  put  in  execution  effeftually  againft  all  dc- 
Ifaucherics,  that  affront  the  Moft  High  God,  and  prcH 
vokehis  indignation  againft  the  army,  particularly,  for- 
nication, drunkenncfs  fwearing,  curfing,  ^c.  withput 
rcfpeft  to  perfons  of  ofEcers  or  foldiers. 

Thefe  things  we  befeech  your  Honours  to  grant,  and 
your  fupplicants  ihall  pray,  lsfc\ 

^  According  to  the  deiire  (of  the  Meeting)  before  moi- 
tioned,  the  two  men  appointed  by  them  having  gone  to 
Edinburgh,  took  with  them  the  petition  of  the  foldiers 
•f  the  regiment,  that  it  nwght  be  given  in  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, "fyxt  having  fliewed  it  to  feme  there,  to  get  their 
advice  concerning  the  giving  of  it  in  j  they  diirwadcJ 
them  from  doing  it  at  the  time,  in  regard  t1\at  if  fach 
a  paper  were  given  by  the  foldiers,  it  would  be  account- 
ed mutinous,  which  would  hinder  the  Parliament  frosi 
taking  heed  to  the  fame,  yea  it  might  give  occasion  to 
difband  the  whole  regiment :  But  though  the  fame  wcrs 
fit  to  be  prefented,  yet  it  would  not  at  the  time  be  no- 
ticed by  the  Parliament. — Upon  which  confideration,  a- 
ny  further  procedure  in  that  matter  was  laid  afide. 

To 
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•  Tp  return ;  At  this  Meeting  a  feft  day  was  :^reed  u« 
poQ  to  be  obferyed  by  the  Societies.— -^--^The  caufes  fol« 
low. 

It  k  eameftly  defired  tha^  the  X5th  day  of  Auguft  be 
kq>t  as  a  day  of  fafting  and  humiliation  before  the  Lord, 
fgir  tfee  infenfiblenefs  that  hath  poffeft  the  fpirits  of  all 
ranks^  fo  that  we  are  not  rightly  afFeAed  with  the  Lord's 
difpenfations,  either  of  judgment  or  mercy^  and  alfo, 
wc  would  be  earneft  with  the  Lord,  for  light  and  di- 
reiEtionhow  to  carry  fo  as  to  be  kept  free  from  the  right 

^band,  and  left  hand  extremes* 

The  next  Meeting  was  concluded  upon  to  be  at  Dou^^ 
glasj  the  laft  Wednefday  of  September,  yet  in  confide- 
ration  that  in  this  interval  feme  providences  might  occur, 
.which  would  require  the  Meeting  to  be  anticipated,  it 
was  concluded  that  one  man  from  each  fhire  where  our 
Societies  were,  fhould  meet  at  Friermimon,  the  firft 
Wednefday  of  Auguft,  for  mutual  confultation  concern* 
ing  emcrgents  which  might  cometopafs, — or  might  ap«- 

.  point  the  General  Meeting  fooner. 

According  to  the  forefaid  conclufion:  Upon  the 
7th  of  Auguft  at  Fnerminiony  fome  p^rfons  from  fever- 
il  /hires  did  conveen. 

The  moft  material  thing  deliberate  upon  by  them,  was, 
that  albeit  the  reprefenting  of  our  grievances  to  the 
King,  while  he  was  Prince  of  Orange  had  hitherto  been 
delayed,  whereby  debates  had  been  occafioned  among 
ourfelves,  yet  it  might  be  conlidered  whether  it  were 
now  neceftUry  to  fend  the  fame, — ^They  all  agreed  that  it 
was  necefiary  and  expedient  to  give  a  true  reprefentati- 
pn  of  our  caufe  and  cafe  to  the  King,  and  feek  redreis 
of  our  grievances,  though  this  had  been  long  delayed,  • 
and  had  formerly  been  agreed  upon  by  the  General 
Jdeeting  at  Crawford- John,  February  13th  laft  paft. 

"Whereby  it  was  concluded  that  an  addrefs  with  a  me- 
morial of  our  grievances,  fliould  be  fent  to  the  Prince  of 
■  Orange ;  which  memorial  mijjht  now  be  written  over  a- 
gain,  and  fent,  with  fuch  alterations,  as  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  called  for.     And  they  concluded  that  Earl- 
ftoun,  Kerlland,  and  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  and  Mr  A-« 
lexander  Shields  fhould  be  defu-ed  to  go  to  London  witlx 
tlie  fame,  or  any  two  of  them,  (Mr^  Shields  ftiU  being 
one  of  them)  as  they  agree  among  themfelves     As  alfo, 
.it  was  agreed,  that  thirty  pounds  fterllng,  fliould  be  giv- 
en to  them  who  Ktvnt^  for  bearing  their  C'S.^^w^^s^x^VvOcv 
F  f  f  X  ^"^^ 
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wa^  to  be  fent  to  Edinburgh^  .  fooa  liter  ^his^  M^ 

When  this  cbnclufibn  was  fallen  Upon,  Kerfland  and 
Mr,  Shidds  w^rc  with  lord  Angns*s  regiment,  wlio  be- 
ing acqusuittcd  therewith,  they  both  csuAc  prefently  to 
Edinburgh,  where  at  the  tiirie  were  ]&irlftoun  ax|d  Sir 

JRobert  Hamilton. ^Wlicreupbn  Kerflandi  ?Jid  Mr« 

Shields,  having  met  with  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  in  order 
to  confer  together  concerning  that  buiinef$>  "the  rcfnlt 
Df  which  conference  was  j  Kerfland  rcfufcd  to  go  at  the 
time,  in  regard  he  coidd  not  get  the  regimem  left.  Sir 
Robert  Cgnified  his  mind  to  this  piirpofe.  That  tho* 
fie  w?s  re?tdy  to  be  at  the  paips,  and  willing  to  adventure 
iiimfelf  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  provkJ* 
5njg  it  were  rightly  drawn  up,  in  doing  whereof  he  «- 
peAed  they  and  he  would  not  agree,  but  he  refuipd 
■{and  in  this  he  faid  Earlftoup  w|is  of  the  fam;i  nund)  tq 
go  with  tb^t  paper  which  was  already  written,  iri  regarJ 
ihat  he  had  tlo  commiffion|  nor  inftnidlions  from  the 
<ycncral  Meeting  concerning  the  fame :  Whkh,  if  cafc 
led  for:)  And  ws^nting,  he  might  be  reckoned  a  cheat 
And  moreover^  as  for  Jum  they  were  to  go  unto,  he 
could  not  addrefs^  nor  pwn  him  as  King,  but  opty  n 
Prince  of  Orange,  but  he  faid  he  was  willing  to  h^xnri 
himielf  in  reprefenting  our  grievances  to  him  as  fucb,. 
with  jm  offer  of  pi^r  allegiance  upon  right  tern  8,  ai> 
knowlcdging  we  had  been  too  ha%  in  owning  hitp  l-e^ 
fore.  Neither  would  he  go  with  Kerflnnd  and  Mr. 
Shields,  who  were"  of  a  contrary  mind  in  this  m;ittv;r,  | 
.  feeing  they  might,  whcp  there,  coniradidi:  one  another 
In  their  difdourfcs, 

Mr.  Shields  declared  his  willingnefs  to  go,  if  thefc  de- 
fired  would  go  with  him,  but  for  the  reaions  aboye  giv- 
en by  each  of  tfeepfi  ^  ftop  was  put  to  that  affair. 

Not  long  after  the  laft  General  Meeting,  in  a  ren- 
counter at  Dunrory,  in  Atho^  Chvcrhoufe  a  grand  e- 
liemy  to  the  country  was  killed,  whereby  tfie  fears  of  his 
doing  more  mifchief  was^removed,  and  one  great  prop 
which  fiipported  the  malignapts  hope  was  cut  off.  Hor- 
ever  the  lofs  of  the  forces  which  were  againft  him  ^tis 
very  great,  for  which  M<Kay  who  comm:mded  them, 
was  much  blamed  for  his  bad  sondudl. 

After  Claverhoufe's  death,  one  Cannon,  commanded 
X\t  Irifhes,  and  Highland  army,  who  were  then  ^ii^rea ied-, 

many" 
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n^any  being  ciicouraged  to  joift  them  by  the  fpoils  got- 
ten at  the  late  engagement.     They  pillaged  much  of  the 
country  in  and  about   Angus.     Mackay,  with  fevcr^jl 
troopc'cf  Englifh  and  Scotch  horfe  and  dragoons,  went 
againfl  them,  but  his  motion  toward  them  was  very  flow. 
In  the  mean  time,  when  he  and  his  troops  were  in  the 
north,  Cannon  with  his  whole  arjiiy,  confifting  of  5000 
mcn^  or  thereby,  came  to  Dunkel,  where  lord  Angus's 
reghnentwas  ported,  being  ordered  to  that  place,  as  was 
thought  and  faid  by  many,  of  defign  to  be  cut  o£Ff ;  but 
the  Lord  difappoiiited  the  hopes  and  expeftatiojis   of 
their  enemies,  and  the  fears  (that  were  not  groundlcfs) 
of  the  regiment  thomfelves.     Thougb  Cannon's  men  did 
ailault  them  very  briikly,  yet  they   were  repulfed,  ahi 
made  to  retire  with  lofs.     This  conili^  gave  occaiion  to 
jpiuch  talk  and  difcourfe.     The  regiment  wa3  cpmmend- 
^A  far  their  behaving  fo  well  in  the  engagement.     The 
-fnoft  ^>art  of  people  did  fay  they  were  betrayed,  in  which 
.the  Duke  of  Hamilton  was   blamed  as   having  a  chief 
hand.      After  this,  Mackay  with   aq   army  w<?ot  the 
length  of  the  Blair  of  Atliol  in  pudiiit  of  Cannon  and 
^d  his  men,  who  immediately  after  the  rcpulfe  at  Dun-  * 
kcl,  did  break  and  fcatter,     But  finding  they  wa-e  dif-r 
peHed,  he  returned,  haying  left  fome  garrifons. 

During  the  time  that  the  north  was  in  confufion,  and 
many  people  much  fpoiled  and  difl^refled,  theweftcouo-? 
try  enjoyed  peac^,  of  whi^h  they  had  little  before. 

A  Genf.ra;.  Meeting  conveened  at  Douglas^  tlic. 
45 th  day  of  SepUmhcr^  1 689, 

After  the  meeting  w?s  modelled,  this  propofal  vas 
pnade  by  one  to  them  i  ^rhat  conlidering  the  heat  anjl 
pafGon  that  was  in  the  meeting  which  \y^s  laft  in  ti^ 
place,  {yh..  May  i  yh)  and  what  prejndicc  it  had  done, 
which  might  be  evident  to  them  all,  it  was  therefore  dcr 
fired  tliat  fome  way  and  metliQd  ihould  be  fallen  upon  to 
prevent  the  lilce  at  this  time.  fhi§  the  whole  m.eeting 
thought,  very  neccflary,  all  being  feafonahle  oi  the  hurt 
fnflained  by  heats  at  former  meetings.  Wliereu^v^n  this 
mean  was  thought  expedient  for  avoiding  of  pailion  :jt 
the  time,  v/z,  The  minifters  Ihould  be  acquainted,  thut 

th.3 

t  Here  lieutenant  Col.  Wm.  Clcland  anc^  capt.  N  nian  Stcd. 
and  many  others  of  Angus's  regiment  were  kiUrd,  when  ihty 
b>idcrjoytd  the  honour  of  tliefe  offices  (ca»c«  ilw&t'ccvawvV^.— >. 
Tbip  Wm.  Cijwr^d  u^a^a  capuia  at  l^oihwtiv 
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the  meeting  acknowledged  that  formerly  they  had  been 
guilty  of  this  fault,  whereof  they  now  few  the  evil  5  but 
at  the  fame  time  they  were  refolvcd  to  guard  againft  it, 
—and  defircd  that  the  miniftcrs  might  do  the  like,  and 
not  to  ufe  irritating  expreffions  one  to  another. 

The  minifters  being  come  in,  and  prayer  ended,  a 
perfon  pitched  upon  for  that  end,  acquainted  them  mth 
the  fefolution  and  deiire  of  the  meeting,  with  which  the 
minifters  were  well  fatisfied  *. 

After  it  had  been  enquired.  What  was  the  bufincft 
oif  greateft  importance  to  be  confidered  of  ?  Blr.  1,1^ 
uingfaid.  The  thing  he  thought  of  greateft  confcquencc 
for  them  to  deliberate  upon,  was,  concerning  union  with 

t  They  might  be  the  bcuer  fatisfi-d,  is  this  orcrttfre  appeiif 
h«?e  proof eded  from  tbemfelvcs,  they  fore-feeing  they  woott 
meet  with  oppoHtion  io  what  they  intended*  It  may  oot  beior* 
proper  here  to  infert  a  part  of  a  letter  from  Colin  Alifon  (wb 
n.  feveral  times  fpokeo  of  before)  to  Sir  Robert  HamiltOQt  da(pd 
Stfpt.  5t6,  1689.  ^ 

Muc^  Hanoured  Sir^ 

*^  M  Y  earned  defire  is,  that  the  Lord  may  dired  yon  ia  ll 
yoar  ways,  fur  many  have  their  eyes  upon  you,  fome  cspi4' 
ing  good  and  many  exp:dtingevil,  which  calls  for  much  acqpiia- 
tance  with,  and  nearoefs  to  your  Ma(kr,  which  I  am  cocfidcDt 
is  your  ftudy. 

**  But,  ah  !  our  confufions  are  upon  the  growing  hand,  and 
it  feems  the  Lord  in  his  holinefs  will  have  us  brought  as  low  and 
contemptible,  if  not  more  low,  than  ever.  O  bow  faappy  (hoolii 
we  be,  if  we  conld  but  learn  to  live  a  life  of  dependence  opos 
him,  calling  our  eyes  off  ail  outward  helps,  for  he  feems  to  be 
teftifyiiig  to  us,  that  none  will  do  us  good,  aid  I  am  made  to 
lay,  that  we  have  fought  ourfelves  too  much,  for  which  he  ii 
now  threatening  to  lay  us  low.  But  what  mcifures  or  methods 
^  fall  upon,  my  capacity  cannot  win  to  take  up  :  Only  I  thiok 
.  wc  are  called  to  withftand  the  miniftcrs  ieeking  our  concurrfrirt 
io  joining  with  the  re  It.  Mr.  Liniog,  on  S^b^ath  laft,  was  10 
bent  OQ  it,  that  he  behoved  to  publiih  it  in  His  Jo^lrine,  and 
cited  fcripture  for  it,  viz.  JLukei.  anent  2<charias,  who  ktpi 
his  courfe  with  the  reft  of  the  priefts  ;  as  alio  Jofeph  of  Arim»- 
thea.  I  'lold  him  my  mind  about  it,  that  1  was  miftaken  if  he 
wouid^  be  approven  of  God  for  pubhihiog  fucii  do<5lrinc,  ihcci* 
fes  befng  fo  unlike.  Sir,  I  earneftiy  deHre  yoa  will  Ihcw me 
your  mind  in  this  matter. 

But  which  is  faddeft  of  all,  we  are  a  people  fit  for  no*h"n;5» 
pjagues  from  the  Lord  are'  fo  manifeftly  multiplied  upon  ojI 
ipirits.  O  that  the  Lord  would  be  intieat^d  to  breathe  on  us 
and  qualf  y  us  for  what  he  calls  for  at  our  hands.  Our  reaiiif- 
nefsin  zeal  for  his  concerns  h.4s  provoked  him  to  great  wraib, 
fo  that  hehivh  iah\^^t^^er  divided  «s,  and  threatens  to  brcA 
us  in  pic^i» 
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tRe  inihifters ;  and  he  gave  an  account  of  a  conference 
which  he  and  MefTrs.  Shields  and  Boyd  had  at  Edin- 
burgh ih  Augitfi  laft,  'with  fome  minifters  appointed  by 
the  Commiflion  of  the  Aflbmbiy  to  confer  with  them 
concerning  union. 

'  When  they  enquired  at  thefe  minifters,  That  in  cafe 
they  (hould  join  with  them,  what  fhould  they  do  to  favc 
themfelves  from  partaking  of  thcfc  defeftions  that  inahy 
rfthemvere  guilty  of,  as  hearing  of  Curates,  accepting 
>£  indulgences  and   toleration,  and  addrcffing  for  the 

One  of  the  faid  minifters  replied,  H^  would  anfwcr 
hat  queftion  by  diftinguifliing  thus  :  Thefe  within  a  fo- 
aety  are  to  do  it  one  way,  and  thefe  without  that  focie- 
y  are  to  do  it  Smother  way*-^As  for  the  laft,  which 
'fays  he)  is  your  cafe,  the  way  to  fave  yourfelves  from 
partaking  of  the  fins  of  the  fociety  you  are  to  join  with, 
%ji  At  your  firft  uniting  with  them,  you  may  draw  op 
itkI  eiiter  a  protcftation  againft  every  thing  you  think 
(Jnful  in  that  fociety,  which  fhall  be  regiftercd  in  the 
Books  of  AiTembly  and  an  extradl  thereof  given  you, 
and  after  you  are  united,  ye  ftiall  have  liberty  to  debate, 
rcxnonftrate  and  proteft  agaipft  every  thing  finfiil. 

"When  Mr.  Lining  had  done  with  this  account,  he  de- 
11  red  the  meeiing  ferioufly  to  confider  this  matter,  and 
what  they  would  do  as  to  joining  with  the  minifters  on 
thefe  terms  offered  by  them. 

AVhen  the*  minifters  had  gone  out,  the  meeting  did 
fall  upon  the  confiJeration  of  this  matter,  as  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  and  they  having  difcourfed  upon  the  fame,  at 
length  came  to  this  refolution ;  That  at  the  time,  they 
Ci^uld  not  fee  it  their  duty  to  unite  with  thefe  minifters 
from    whom   thc}'  had   formerly  withdrawn  upon  jufl: 
groundf{,  nnlcfs    they   confeiTed  thefe  defeftions  they 
were  guilty  of,  doclrinally  and  alfo  fynodically ;  that  is, 
procuring  an  a<n:  to  be  made  in  a  Synod  or  Aflembly  con- 
demning thefe  thing*;  as  fins  and  defedlions,  which  might 
be  fi:t  up  as  a  beacon  to  hinder  the  generations  to  come, 
from  fplittingon  fuch  rocks. 

Among  other  things  moving  fome  to  agree  with  this 
refolution,  this  had  its  own  weight,  that  If  fo  raftily 
they  fliould  join  wit]\  t}iefe  minlllers,  without  tKeir  rc- 
fentmcnt  of  their  defections,  it  was  to  be  feared,  as  the 
fame  would  not  be  for  their  edification  and  advantage, 
ivhich  ihould  be  one  end  of  our  jpining  witU  tbk^I1^>  W\. 
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rather  prove  harfening  and  cbrifirming  to  thcxn  in  their 
Ixickflidings  ;  fo  it  would  ftumblc  and  oficnd  fomc  of 
teitder  and  wtak  conlcicnccs,  and  occaiion  their  run- 
xung  upon  unwarrantable  extremes. 

With  this  refolutioa  the  miniiters  were  prefehtly  ac- 
quainted \  who  within  a  little  came  into  the  meeting. 
To  whom  they  made  this  propolition,  That  feeing  they 
kad  not  clear  nefs  at  the  time  to  unite  with  thel'e  mini  den 
Upon  the  terms  offered  by  fome  of  them  ;  yet  vrhcfdier 
or  not  would  they  join  with  the  minifters  who  had  free- 
dom to  concur  in  Prefbytries  and  Synods  v/ith  thsfe  mi- 
nifters with  whom  we  could  not  join,  againft  vrhofc  Je^ 
feclioiis  they  would  enter  their  proteftation,  arid  always 
«tcr,  remonftrate  and  debate  ngainll  every  thing  wrong 
amongft  them  \  and  their  dfcfigii  by  joining,  was  to  en«* 
deavour  to  help  to  carry  on  refi:j'mat:on. 

This  they  defired  the  meeting  to  confiddi*,  itid  tifJOn 
the  morrow  to  give  an  anfwer  thereunto.  After  difconr- 
fing  a  little  concerning  the  faid  union  and  pfaycir,  thq 
parted  that  night. 

Upon  the  morrow,  Sepumher  26th ^  they  conveened 
again.  It  was  enquired  at  them,  What  ani wer  thef 
would  give  to  the  minifters  coucernihg  the  qiieftion  pro- 
pofed  by  them  laft  night.  After  difcoiirling  about  it, 
the  meeting  judged  it  moll:  expedient,  that  many  of  them 
h?.ving  never  before  deliberated  upon  it,  and  it  being  of 
no  fmall  ci^nfcquence,  they  could  not  at  tl;is  time  in- 
Iwer  the  fame,  but  defired  longer  time  to  c jn lid er  there* 
topon. 

When  the  minlllcrs  came  In,  rlicy  were  acquainted 
with  what  the  meeting  IvacI  ai^reed  upon. — Then  after 
fome  debate  about  union  with  »he  u-inifiers,  this  was  at 
hn^th  refolved  on  ;  That  feeing  the:  e^  could  not  be  aii 
tmanimous  agreeuient  in  this  maturj' a  day  ihouUbc 
iet  aparf  fc^r  faifiug  and  prayer,  to  cry  unto  the  Lonli 
that  he  would  be  grario.ifty  pleafed  to  lead  and  guide 
us  aright  in  this  matier  of  fo  great  imoortance,  ani 
help  us  lo  to  manage  ii,  as  the  fame  may  tend  to  ihtf 
glory  of  his  jTreat  n.iine,  and  ihe  good  of  his  church.— 
And  the  22d  of  O/^'J^-r  next  was  appointed  for  that  ef- 
fect ;  and  it  was  dciired  that  the  focictics  ihould  obfcnj 
the  fam^?. 

And  the  next  me^tirrg;  wan  appointed  at  Dcuglas^  the 
6th  of  vJovemiyfr^  and  th;tt  thefe  who  come  to  the  i'anu', 
fliould  bring  Cae  muii*^  oi  \.ke»  Ibcicties   they  were  fen: 


\ 
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ftxfsn'f  tonccrning  this  weighty  affair  which  this  meeting  • 
haU  been  deliberating  upon.  » 

Albeit  after  the  difperfing  of  the  Highlanders  the 
country  was  fomewhat  quiet^  yet  there  were  many  com- 
pbirits  among  the  generality  of  people,  that  their  grie-; 
rancds  were  not  like  to  be  redrefled^  nor  juftitfe  execut- 
ed i)pon  notorious  murderers^  of  which  they  had  been  ia- 
expeftation  ;  and  they  were  beginning  to  utter  their 
Tears  tjiat  the  adminillration  of  the  government  might 
rorne  to  be  bad,  feeirig  many  malignant^  were  alreaay,- 
ind  others  like  to  be  put  in  places  of  power  and  truft,*: 
n  judicatories  and  armies  :  whom^  though  the  difpenfa- 
:ions-of  providence  have  made  them  change  their  car- 
riage a  little,  yet  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  whenever  op-- 
portunity  fhould  offer,  they  would  put  in  praSice  their 
□fid  Inveterate  principles  of  malignity.— Efpecially  the  U- 
oited  Societies  had  reafon  to  complain  of  this,  and  to 
Bear  the  worfl  which  thefe  men  couldjio,  who  had  been 
BcMrmerly  their  perfecutors,  and  bore  ftiU  their  old  ha- 
tred to  them,  though  they  faw  it  not  for  their  intercft 
It  prefent  to  evidence  the  fame,  by  putting  forth  their 
hwvls  againil  them  as  before. 

■*  Among  other  things  wherewith  they  were  at  prefent 
cxcrcifed,  that  concerning  union  with  theminiflers  whom 
they  had  formerly  withdrawn  from,  was  of  no  fmall 
weight  and  moment,  and  did  occaiion  many  thoughts  and 
fearchings  of  heart,  that  they  might  know  and  be -helped 
to  carry  aright  in  reference  to  the  fame.  Though,  u- 
pon  the  one  hand,  as  they  were  defirous  of  uniting  iu 
the  Lord,  which  they  were  willing  to  evidence  to  th§ 
world,  and  that  right  methods  and  meafures  fhould  be 
fallen  upon  for  attaining  thereof.  Yet,  upon  the  other 
^kand,  they  did  not  fee  that  this  union  could  be  obtained 
in  a  way  comfortable,  without  both  the  finful  caufe  of 
the  divifion,  which  is  defection  and  backfllding,  were 
acknowledged  and  condemned,^  and  alfo,  that  the  holy 
caufe,  which»b  the  an^er  of  the  Lord,  were  removed^ 
of  which  there  was  fmall  hopes  appearing,  while  thcfc 
xiiniiVers  from  whom  they  had  withdrawn  and  now  de- 
£red  union  with,  inflcad  of  confcffing,  did  defend  the 
finful  and  offenfive  courfes  of  which  they  were  guilty. 
And  albeit  the  fnare  (and  temptation)  was  broken,  io 
that  they  were  not  anally  going  on,  and  continuing  in 
aheuT'dcfe^ions,— yet  th^y  could  not  fee  the  offence  and 
G  g  g  fc^xvi^A 
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fcandal  remoTCd,  unlefs  tliefc  things  were  ackntrrfedgci 
and  condemned ;  neither  until  that  were,  (though  they 
fiiould  unite)  had  they  ground  to  expeft  the  Lord's  coun^ 
tenance  and  blefling. 

This  was  a  dark,  dead,  and  lani^uiihing  time,  where- 
in fnares  were  difficult  to  be  difterned,  duty  in  fome 
things  not  eafy  to  be  known.     People  were  apt  to  of-  " 
fjpnd  and  ftumble,  and  there  was  danger  of  turning  afide 
^th^r  to  the  left  hand  or  to  the  right. 

In  this  difcouraging  time,  A  General  Meeting  met 
at  IhagUs  upon  the  6th  of  November^  i6Z^ 

After  the  meeting  was  aaedelled,  it  wns  enquired, 
"What  the  meeting  ought  firft  to  confider  of  ?  fSoibe  an- 
fvered,  ^rhat  the  bufinefs  concerning  union  with  die 
miixifters,  was  of  greateft  confequence,  and  therefint 
fliQuld  be  firft  deliberated  updn,  efpcciaily  feeing  adaj 
hs^d  been  fet  apart  for  prayer  to  be  helped  to  carry  arig)it 
in  this  matter  ;  and  at  the  laft  meeting  it  was  defiredtLat 
the  focieties  might  fend  their  mind  and  refolution  coO' 
eerning  the  fame^  with  thefe  who  wcte  to  be  fent  from 
'    fhem  to  thi3  meeting* 

Whereupon  cilery  one  of  thrmeet^ng  were  defircd  tt 
fhew  what  was  the  mind  of  the  fqciety  they  were  fent 
from  about  this  paper.  So  fome  of  them  gave  in  papen 
from  correfpondent  meetings  ;  others  from-  ilngle  foci^• 
ties  concerning  that  mattci*,  and  others  di<^  flicw  the 
'H)ind  of  their  focieties  byword  ofmoutb. 

But  before  the  whole  members  of  the  meeting  had 
told  what  was  the  mind  of  their  focietic??,  our  minifters 
came  in,  to  one  of  whom  the  papeirs  given  in,  were  de- 
livered, who  read  the  feme  ;  which  p^t  a  Aop  to  the 
going  through  thereof.  Elpecially  one  thinff  occafioncd 
a  diverfion  therefrom,  which  was  this  :  Uhc  meeting 
being  acquninted  that  Sir  Robert  Hamilton  was  come  to 
town,  were  defiroirs  of  his  company  among  them. 

Whereupon  feme  went  and  fignificd  this  to  him,  who 
prefently  came  in.  After  her  had  ftaid  a  little  fpace,  he 
rofe  up  and  fpoketothis  purpofc  :  <^  That  he  net  hav- 
*<  ing  been  much  among  them,  nor  in  any  of  their  Ge- 
'^  neral  Meetings  iince  he  cama.  to^Scotland,  he  did  not 
««  know  well  what  was  amongft  th^m.  However  there 
*^  were  fome  things  he  would  now  tnkc  this  oppor- 
«'  tunityto  fpeakhis  mind  of,,  ^f^xh  in  confcicncc  he 

•^ceuld 
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^  could  not  forbear  but  Hxtxr  his  diflik^  (>f|  and  ptroteft 
•<  againft.     As, 

*«  ijfy  The  owning  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  be 
*«  King  upon  fuch  conditions  ai  Xhty  had  dohc,  atid  wi^ 
<*  thout  taking  of  the  covenants. 

**  ^diy^  The  raifing  of  Angus*k  regiment,  which  was 
*^  a  finful  aflbciation  with  malignants. 

**  S^/j'j  The  admitting  ^ny  to  be  at  General  Meetings, 
««  who  -came  from  the  regiment,  or  were  for  trafficking 
**  for  union  with  them. 

•'  i^thly^  Mr.  Boyd  his  fitting  in  General  Meetings, 
"  *of  being  employed  by  them  to  go  to  Edinburgh  to 
"  treat  with  the  minifters. 

'*  5/W)',  Joining  with  thcfc  mlniftcrs  whom  formerly 
•*  we  had  wftlidrawn  from,  upon  the  terms  which  bur 
»*  mmifcers  were  dellring  to  do  it  in.** 

When  he  had  done,  our  miniftcrs  alkcd  whether  he 
W^ould  have  an  anfwer  to  thefe  things  by  word  prefent* 
ly,  or  by  write  ?  lie  faid,  he  would  have  it  in  write, 
^hich  he  looked  upon  as  the  fafeft  way,  which  if  they 
would  do,  he  would  give  a  reply  to  the  fame  in  write 
dfb.  But  that  they  might  the  better  an(Wer  it,  the  miw 
Hifters  dcfired  he  might  give  them  thefe  things  in  write, 
pilfher  that  night  or  U^e  ^ext  day  ^  which  ftciordingty  lie 
(Ud  the  next  day. 

•  Though  what  that  gentleman  delivered  in  write, 
differ  little  from  what  is  above,  yet  for  the  informati- 
on and  fatisfadtion  of  any  who  may  be  dcSrous  of  it,  Ta 
true  copy  follows  *. 


To  return  ;  as  is  hinted  above,  that  which  Sir  R(5'- 
bert  Hamilton  lignificd  to  the  meeting  put  a  ftop  to  that 
vrhich  they  were  about,  and  did  occalion  debates  and 
beats,  which  to  fettle  and  compofe,  it  was  thought  fit- 
tcft  to  part  that  night,  and  to  meet  next  day,  that  thefi 
they  might  more  calmly  confer,  and  deliberate  aboiA 
pintters.  "  , 

Upon  Noiu  'jthy  the   meeting  eontreened  again,  anil 

confidcring  that  albeit  fome  liad  fhewedthe  mind  of  their 

rgcleticj  concerning  union  with  the  Miniftcrs,  yet  others 

G  g  g  2  l^a4 

^  Tbia  is  i:ox.d:>ac»  but  \iU  blaok*  tad  ctnaQt  uo^  U  hvU 


1^' 
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1»4,iiot  done  it  \  therefore  the  whole  might  jdow  -flvew 
what  was  the  mind  of  the  focietics  every  one  of  them 
came  IrqiDj  ?bQUt  that  matters  that  o^rminifters  migtit 
tsc  acquainted  therewith  1  which  they  were  ddirous  of. 
Whereupon  the  fatne  being  particularly  eiK^uiredat  the 
whole  meeting,  They  aU  (except  two  or  three  from 
fome  focicties  in  Galloway)  fhewcd  it  was  the  mmd  of 
the  focieties  they  were  fent  from,  That  at  prefent  they 
,  did  not  fee  it  their  duty  to  unite  with  thefe  mimften 

"  £rom  whom  they  had  formerly  withdrawn,  withqut  cflOf 

^.feffing  of^  their  defe£Hons  do£tnnaUyj  and  getting  (1^ 

^  C^mdemned  fynodicaUy, 

After  this  was  dooe^  it  was  urged  hy  fome,  that  thil 
.question  fhould  next  be  propoimded,  %nz^  Whether  or 
pot  the  meeting  would  joio  with  minifters  who  were  fo 

:  joining  with  thefe  minifters  (with  whom  we  had  not 

■  efeamefs  to  unitej  ei^cept  uppu  the  forefaid  terms)  in 
^ods  and  General  ACemblieSj  with  a  protestation  i- 
iainfti^ieir  bacldlidings^  ^c~  of  which  they  were  guilty? 

'■,:'Soinc  were  againft  the  enquiring  of  this  qucftioa, 

fifing  that' the  cqnfec^ucnt  thereof  might  he  about  hear- 

.  ing  of  our  own  minifters  \   but  that  in  pbce  theffof 

■  that  it  might  be  confidered  by  the  meeting.  That  in  re- 
g^wc,  formoft  part,  had  agreed  concerning  ncn^uiu- 
on  with  the  miniAers^  we  fliould  next  deliberate  v^hal 
Was  our  further  duty  in  reference  to  them,  wbick 
inight  tend  to  their  good,  the  advantage  of  th©  caufci 
the  benefit  of  pofterityj  and  our  own  exonerati^r' 
And  that  which  they  thought  would  have  a  tendency  to. 
this,  was.  That  we  fhould  jointly  draw  up  a  paper  to  be 
given  in  to  the  Adembly  of  minifleps,  containijig  hiict ' 
3y  the  grounds  of  our  withdrawing  from  them  ;  andtfaiti 
^e  were  willing  and  deih'ous  to  join  and  iinite  with  thsi' 
again  \  which  to  obtain  with  the  more  freedom,  comfort 
and  futisfaflion,  and  that  we  might  have  confidence  tl 
fcek,  and  ground  to  expert  the  bleiEng  of  the  XjOi4 
thereupon  ;  To  /hew  and  remonflrate  unto  then;  the  n^ 
f  cffity  of  acknowledging  iind  condemning  thefe  defefii' 
Otis  whereof  they  were  guilty,  in  which  we  ought  to  be 
very  earn  eft  and  preiling,  and  cry  unto  them  for  it  f» 
But    if  they  fhould  not  do  this,  tiien  wc  might  pmttft 


.    +  Bat  what  if  they  wiJI  not  fuffer  you  to  erv,  nor  aUow  f«  i 
fjtariof^in  ihe  hou/e,  excet»t  youSJ   (irft  foh^iit  yoariejfott 

their  agtmbly  ^ That  tbts  was  aduailv  rhe  cafCt  when  aUCf- 

wftrdi  put  tdAhfiUu\|  \^^i^A^iivi.^ajec^uiu  %^i  ibiJaf«« 


General  Meetings  Nov.  yth^  1 689.     421 

Bgainft  them  for  the  fame. ^Whereupon  the  whole 

Meeting  Ihewed  their  willingnefs,  and  defire  that  our 
xniniders,  and  elders  flioiild  go  to  Synods,  and  General 
Aflemblies  5  and  there  plead  with  minifters,  in  order  ta 
convince  them  of,  and  to  get  them  brought  to  acknow- 
ledge, and  condemn  defection  2  And  not  only  to  wit- 
nefs  againft  the  backflidings  of  the  conftituent  members^ 
but  alio  againft  any  thing  that  might  be  wrong  in  the 
conftitutipn  thera>f.  And  to  do  other  things,  where- 
in ft  ill  they  miglit  be  two  parties.  But  they  were  againf? 
embodying  with  them,  without  confefling  and  condem* 
ning  of  their  defections. 

And  as  for  hearing  of  thcfc  minifters  who  would  join 

in  Synods  and  Affemtjlies,   with  a  Proteftation,  *  £sfr. 

while  in  the  mean  time,    thefe  againft  whom  they  pro- 

■  teft,  did  not  acknowledge  and  coi>demn  the  fame :  This, 

feme-  of  the  Meeting  faid  the  Societies  from  which  they 

'  came  were  againft  hearing  fuch  niinifters  that  would  do 

fo.     And  fcmf  faid  their  Societies  had  never  communed 

.   about  the  fame  ;  and  others  faid  their  Societies  were  for 

{tearing  fuch  minifters, 
;»  When  this.  >yas  done,  the  minifters  were  defirq^d  to 
come  in.  To  whom  the  Prefes  of  the  Meeting  fliewed 
that  the  whole  Meeting  except  two,  or  three,  were  un- 
animoufly  againft  joining  with  the  minifters,  except  u- 
pon  the  forefaid  condition.  After  our  minifters  had 
heard  this,  they  fticwcd  their  diffatisfaftion  with  the 
making  of  not  confeffing  of  former  defecHiions,  a  grownd 
of  withdrawing,  and  ftanding  at  a  diftancc  at  the  time, 
from  minifters.  And  that  they  were  willing  to  give  rca-. 
,  fons  againft  it,  either  by  word  or  write,  an  1  that  yc^r 
rarely  an  union  ii^'the  church,  after  a  long  divifton,  was 
obtained  that  way^  and  as  it  would  be  detire'.ii)leto  tlienv 
to  fee  minifters  acknowledge  tlieir  defections ;  fo'  they 
would  endeavour  to  got  them  brought  to  do  it. — For  al- 
beit we  had  fuiUcient  ground  to  withdraw  from  thei'c 
minifters,  in  the  time  of  perfecuticn,  which  was  a  bro- 
ken and  unfettled  time,  yet  now,  when  the  f^imc  wa*i 
removed,  and  the  church  growing  up  in  reformation,  the 
Ciife  was  altered  :  And  as  there  was  one  way  of  contend- 
ki'jg  then,  v/hichwas  by  withdrawing,  fo  there  was  aft- 
Other  way  now,  which  is  by  joining  with  a  proteftation 
againft  defe£lion. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  and  in  defence  of  what  was  refolv- 
cU  by  the  ineeting  in  this  mailer  3  i^  \v4o  i-iid^  that  it  was 
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gnu  t  ed,  the  Lord  by  hb  wonderful  proTidence  had  made  * 
a  change,  fo  that  the  fnare  being  broken,  thefe  nu- 
fiificrs  were  not  now  goipg  on  in  thefe  defeflions; ' 
Yet  the  tcntation  had  \m  them,  before  they  had  foi> 
faken  it ;  and  f^ill  they  wtre  defending  what  they  had 
4one ;  And  to  join  with  them  while  they  contqiued  fo, 
woold  harden  them  therein,  and  offend  atid  ftumble  o* 
tbers:  And  moreover,  the  church  was  not  yet  confti* 
tate^  which  if  it  were,  and  minifters  zealoufly  carrying 
€Mi  reformation,  (of  which  there  was  little  appearance) 
%  would  then  be  an  encouragement  to  fpeak  of  joining 
with  them. 

After  fome  debates,  (wherein  ^were  too  much  heat 
and  padion  on  both  fides)  at  length  this  conclufion  was 
put  to  this  matter  at  the  time.  Our  minifters  under- 
took to  write  their  mind  concerning  Union  with  the  mn 
niilers :  And  to  anfwcr  the  objections  which  were  giv- 
en in  againft  joining,  without  confeffing  and  condemn- 
ing defe<5tioRs,  of  wliich  they  would  fend  copies  to  the 
Societies  *. 

And  another  Meeting  was  appointed  to  be  at  Sanquhar^ 
Feb.  5th,  1690. 

In  the  interval  betvvixt  this  Meeting  and  the  laft,  th« 
complaints  and  difcoAtcnt  j  amongft  the  generality  of  peo- 
ple, was  no  way  abated  but  rather  augmented  and  in- 
creafed,  concerning  many  of  thefe  employed  in  the  r^d^ 
miniftration  of  the  gwernment,  and  many  uttered  their 
Icars  of  matters  growing  worfe.  Tliat  which  gave  great 
occalion  to  this,  was  the  adjourning  of  the  Parliament, 
at  which  time,  the  rcdrefling  of  grievances,  and  fettling 
-of  affairs  was  expe<fked  j  but  the  delaying  of  it  till  March, 
mide  fome  think  there  was  no  fuch  thing  dcfigned. 

In  the  mean  time,  though  much  of  the  land,  efpeci- 
^lly  the  Weft,  enjoyed  peace  ar^d  quictnafs,  yet  ihcrc 

wore 

♦  Of  this  writing  th^re  ti  no  further  account,  hnr  it  is  pro- 
bable this  hath  been  the  original  fourcc  of  a  pamphlet  csllcH 
Church  Communion,  whic  i  was  publifhed  by  Mr.  Lining  a  num 
beroK  years  afterward.  It  ii  obfcrveablc,  that  as  in  the  Uil 
Meeiing  they  appo.nted  a  Fad  day  to  pray  for  light  and  u»' 
redton  in  this  matter,  but  finding  the  cire<5l  of  that,  to  bi  con- 
trary to  their  defire,  and  dcfi^.i,  fo  no-v  they  lay  afiJe  that  mc^o 
lor  a  rime  (as  there  is  no  fad  days  f-ppointed  by  this  Meeting  as 
ufnally)  and  fail  upon  anothe.- expedient,  in  order  to  convert  the 
people  to  the  rainifterii!  fiiilb,  fujcc-ncitha"  pri^rr^  ixn  >et 
pic»dio^VfiU.d.Q^'vV 
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were  great  complaints  among  the  godlv  that  it  was  not 
now  with  them,  as  fometimes  before  it  had  been,  (P£il. 
CM\.  14,  15.)  ^nd  that  darkneis  and  df^adncis  was  grow* 
ing. 

In  this  difcottraging  and  complainiilg  HcAt^f  our  Ge- 
neral Meeting  conveened  at  Sanquhar  in  NithfJahj  Feb* 
5th,  itfpo.— After  the  Meeting  ws^  modeUed  and  pray-* 
«r  ended.  There  were  fome  Letters  prefented  and  rea  J 
to  the  Meeting.  One  oi'  which,  was  direAed  to  them 
by  Mr.  James  V/'allace  minifter  at  Inchinen,  which  ten- 
ded ibmewhat  to  the  allaying  and  hindering  of  heats 
and  debates,  that  otherways  might  have  faUen  ont* 

A  true  Copy  whereof  follows*. 


Right  Reverend  and  dearty  Moved  Brethren  and  Prlends 
in  the  Lord^ 

GRACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  multiplied  uponyotf, 
from  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jeftrs  Chrift* — 
Being  informed  of  a  Geijcral  Meeting  of  yours  at  San- 
quhaRT ;  and  alfo  of  fome  animolities  and  difference  like* 
to  be  amongft  you  at  the  Meeting,  I  judged  it  my  duty 
(as  one  that  has  defired  according  to-  the  meafure  of  his 
grace  given  to  me,  to  be  faithful  to  him,  his  interefl-. 
Mid  to  you  who  has  defired  and  endeavoured  the  fame) 
to  impart  fomething  of  my  poor  thoughts,  and  give  yon 
my  humble  advice  accordingly. 

That  in  the  firft  place  you  would  afgree  upon  a  fuppli- 
cation  to  the  next  fefTion  of  parliament,  for  abrogating 
and  refcinding  all  laws  made  in  former  par(?:\ments,  a- 
gainft  truth,  etpiityand  peace  in  this  church  and  nation. 
That  thev  will  make  laws  and  coiiflitutions  civil,  for 
fettling  the  Prefbytcriarr  government  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  onr  fworn  covenants,  particularly  in 
the  year  1649-.  Ami  if  ye  judge  it  fit,  that  thefe  cove- 
nants^ be  renewed,  as  then.  'ITbat  they  wUl  ftudy  the 
purging  of  the  ftate  and  army,  of  all  erroneeus  ibandal- 
«*us,  and  profane  perfons,  and  fuch  ai  had  a  hand  in 
promoting  of  the  late  dcfeftion,  and  have  been  perfccut- 
ors  of  thefe  who  did  oppofe  the  fame :  And  that  they 
put  the  church  of  Scotland  in  a  pofiure  to  purge  hcrfeif 


•  Mr.  W%Uaflc  l|>d  rot  Ung  tftcr  tlji«. 
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of  all  fcandalous  and  infufficient  perfons^  aud  undeferr* 
lug  to  bear  office  therein. 

This  will  in  the  firft  place  evidence  to  all  weU-wifliers 
to  the  glory  of  God,  his  work,  and  the  good  of  fouls, 
that  you  mind  an  union  upon  right  grounds,  and  will  by 
the  Lord  his  grace  obtained,  exceedingly  contribute  un- 
to it,  and  will^  I  hope,  keep  you  unite  among  yourielvcsi 
And  whatever  be  tlie  fucceis  of  fuch  an  addrel's,  you  will 
have  more  to  join  witli  you,  and  your  number  will  be 
rather  more^  than  lefs. 

In  the  next  place,  I  would  have  you  mbving  {lowly  in^ 
to  any  formal,  fettled  union  with  any,  until  you  fee 
what  you  obtain,  left  there  be  a  new  rupture^  and  aworfe 
divifion,  for  if  this  be  not  granted,  which  you  fupplicate 
for,,  wherein  will  you  unite  ?  In  the  mean  time,  I  would 
have  you  keeping  concord  amongft  yourfelves,  unfnends 
will  ihidy  to  divide  you,  and  fo  to  break  yon,  and  do 
with  you  what  they  will,  and  then  laugh  at  you. 

In  the  laft  place,  that  with  thefe  that  you  arc  called 
to  be  unite  with  in  the  Lord,  and  with  whom  you  now 
differ,  I  earneftly  intreat  than  both  in  preaching,  pra3rer 
and  pra^ices,  you  will  do  nothing  to  irritate^  or  make 
the  breach  wider,  which  may  coniift  with  a  good  con* 
fcience,  not  negle£ting  neceffary  duties,  nor  making 
yourfelves  partakers  of  other  men's  fins. 

And  that  the  Wonderful  Counfellor,  may  give  you 
counfel,  keep  you  faithful  in  all  duties,  unite,  humble, 
and  patient,  ihall  be  the  defire  of, 

,     your  welt-^vijbmg  Brother  aiidfervafit  in 
ti:e  Lord  J  ejus  Chriji^ 

JAMES  WALLACEf. 

Inchinxln,  January  21/! y   l^po. 

AHOther  Letter  was  fent  from  lord  Angiis*s  regiment, 
wherein  after  giving  reafons  why*  they  fent  not  fomc  lo 
this  Meeting,  they  lignify  their  defire  to  keep  up  correr. 
pondence  with  them,  and  to  join  with  them  in  every 
thing  that  is  for  promoting,  and  defending  the  covenan:- 
cd  Prefbyterian  intercft,  Qfc\ 

•     Ther-' 

t  '^his  Letter  diverted  thefc  who  wfre  fo  bent  for  the  fore* 
faid  Union,  both  now,  and  for  forre  time  after,  and  fee  ihcin 
upon  a  piojtdwYivcViViv  viCk^  cv>tidv\<iQ^  vuro^d  to  no  efitdl. 
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There  was  a  third  Letter  fent  to  them  by  Mr.  Shield* 
\i\io  at  the  time  was  ?.t  Montrofe  (with  the  regiment) 
Tvhcrein  among  other  things,  he  acquaints  them  that  he 
had  fcnt  fome  anfwer  to  Sir  R,obcrt  Hamilton's  protef- 
tation,  having  no  time  to  perfedl  it*.  This  gave  occa- 
sion to  the  Meeting  to  deliberate  whether  or  not,  it  was  ^ 
necefltiry  to  read  it.  After  fpeaking  a  little  to  it,  moft 
part  of  the  Meeting  were  againft  reading  of  the  fame, — 
feeing  though  the  proteftation  was  given  before  them,. 
yet  they  never  undertook  to  anfwer  the  fame,  as  our  mi- 
niiiers  did.  And  moreover,  the  gentleman  to  whom 
the  Letter  was  directed,  might  h:;ve  occafion  to  be  dif- 
pleafed,.  upon  the  account  that  the  reading  of  it  here, 
wouk4  publiih  abroad  both  his  name,  and  the  things 
contained  in  the  Letter,  which  fliould  not  be  done  with 
si  private  Letter. 

'  Wlieu  our  minifters  came  In,  this  was  fpoken  of  a- 
gain,  Mr.  Lining,  and  Mr.  Boyd  were  much  for  the. 
reading  of  it,  faying  that  the  Proteftation  was  againft  the 
Meeting,  and  they  ought  to  hear  what  was  written  in 
jtnfwer  to  the  fame.  But  moft  part  of  the  Meeting  were 
^gpunft  the  fame  (left  it  might  occafion  if  made  public, 
that  gentleman's  fufFering).  After  fome  debates  concer- 
ning it,  at  length  it  was  laid  afide. 

After  this  there  was  a  fourth  letter  read,  which  was 
dirdcled  to  this  Meeting,  from  a  Correfpondent  Meet- 
ing-of  fome  gentlemen,  and  others  in  the  foot  of  Nithf- 
dale,  and  Galloway,  as  alfo  a  memorandum  of  fome 
tilings  to  be  reprefeiited  to  the  Parliament,  Isfc.  They" 
were  brought  to  Sanquhar  by  Mr  John  Hepburn,  and 
the  l^ird  of  Caithlock.  The  import  of  the  Letter,  is 
their  earneft  dcflre  that  we  ihould  concur  with  them  in. 
fuch  an  addrefs,  or  fupplication,  which  they  intended 
to  draw  up  to  gi^-e  into  the  Parliamciit. 

When  the  Meeting  liad  heard  the  Letter  and  the  Pa- 
per ;  they  agreed  in  this,  that  though  we  did  not  object 
againft  any  thing  that  was  in  the  memorandum,  nor  a- 
gainft  their  giving  in  of  the  fupplication  unto  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  yet  coniidering  our  prefent  circumftances,  we 
could  net  go  on  jointly  with  them  therein,  unlcfs  they 
H  h  h  would 

•  Mr.  SMflJsinViiS  Journal,  meottons  Teveral  cJavi*  in  which 
he  was  writing  an  aniaer  to  this  Prottlhtion,  in  the  I*«ft  of 
which  he  favs  hr  v/2s  fc  zed  with  a  fweaiinf?  fkkncfs  aftd  faint- 
ing  WAich  cblia-d  Lirj  to  lay  it  ddde  ui#per(efted,* 
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would  acknowledge  and  condemn  tliefe  dcfeftions  vrWcb 
fome  of  them  were  guilty  of,  for  if  we  fhould  go  on  vith 
them-  in  this  affair,  it  might  be  interpreted  by  fomc,  that 
we  were  joint  with  them  in  other  things  alfo,  which  at  the 
time,  they  could  not  fee  it  their  duty  to  do,  except  u- 
^pon  the  terms  of  confefling  and  relinquifliing  thefc  Dack- 
flidings  they  were  guilty  of.     However  they  thought  it 
requifite,  a  difcreet,  and  fober  anfwer  fhould  l>c  given 
them.     After  fome  debate  what  the  fame  fhould  be,  and 
the  way  offending  it ;  at  length  it  was  concluded  an  an* 
fwer  fhould  be  written  to  them  to  this  effeft. 

That  albeit  what  zeal  appeared  in  their  paper,  for  the 
covenanted  work  of  Rrformation  was  commendable  5  yet 
to  fhcw  them  we  could  npt  go  alongft  with  them  in  what 
theydefired,  except  they  confeired  and  condemned thcfc 
defeftions  fome  of  them  were  charge.ible  with ;  and  vith- 
all,  in  a  brotherly  way,,  to  admqnifli  them  not  to  cover, 
or  defend,  but  acknowledge  the  iame.  Whereupon  one 
was  deflred  to  draw  up  the  Letter  that  night,  and  fhcir 
it  to  the  Meeting  to-nwrrow. 

When  the  Meeting  was  fpeaking  aboiit  petitioniog 
the  Parliament ;  as  fome  of  them  faid,  if  any  paper  tw^ 
given  in  to  them,  there  ought  to  be  in  it,  a  Proteftati- 
on  againfl  feveral  members  in  iX  :  So  though  they  were 
againll  joining  with  thcfe  people  who  defire<i  our  concur- 
rence, neverthelefs  they  were  for  this  that  we  fliould  rc- 
monftrate  unto,  and  i'eek  redrefs  of  thcfe  grievantc? 
mentioned  in  the  memorandum,  and  others  alfo,  fron 
the  Parliament. — And  it  was  concluded  that  if  any  ex- 
traordinary occurrence  happened,  a  perfon  at  Edinburgh 
fhould  appoint  a  General  Meeting,  and  acquaint  friends 
therewith,  in  order  to  deliberate  whr>t  was  their  duty. 
But  if  none  did  occur,  the  General  Meeting  rras  coa- 
cluded  to  be  at  Douglas  the  flrft  Wednefday  of  May.     ■ 

That  night  the  Meeting  parted,  and  upon  the  mor- 
row, Feb*.  6th,  they  conveened  again.  The  l„etter  which 
was  defired  the  night  before  to  be  written,  was  read,  but 
they  did  not  accord  about  it,  fome  were  for  acqu.iinring 
their  Societies,  and  advifing  better  about  it.  Others 
made  exceptions  againft  fome  words  in  it,  l^c. 

However  after  the  Meeting  was  parted,  it  was  f  :'n- 
fcribed  by  Mc  Lining  and  Mr.  Bovd,  and  two  others 
m  the  name  of  feveral  otlier  fricnii  hsrc  prcfcni. 
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As  before,  fo  after  the  laft  Meeting,  the  difcontents 
of  the  generality  of  the  country,  were  not  dimiiiiflieds 
iior  the  grounds  upon  which  they  were  founded,  taken 
a^vay,  efpecially  the  often  and  frequent  adjourhmehts  of 
the  Parliament,  ^as  one  grciit  cauib  of  thefe  complaints  i 
for  inftead  of  having  their  many,  and  grievous  gritvaft- 
cc*  redrefied  by  its  fitting,  they  were  by  its  delays  like 
to-lofedll  hopes  of  getting  the  fame  done.  The  great 
need  of  having  the  church  and  ftate  fettled  upon  good 
and  lafthig  foundations,  and  of  having  juftice  to  run 
down  like  a  river,  and  judgment  like  a  mighty  ftream, 
•made  fome  to  think  that  the  fitting  of  the  Parliament 
was  very  neccflary,  and  that  the  delay  thereof  was  danr 
jgerous.  Another  of  the  complaints  was,  the  employing 
and  putting  in  of  wicked  men  into  places  of  power  and 
truft^  in  judicatories  and  armies  ;  which  was  juft,  and 
T€ry  rational  to  complain  of,  confidering  the  hurt  and 
detriment  which  they  (many  of  them  having  been  in- 
ftninients  of  the  late  pcrfecution)  might  do,  when  they 
law  opportunity  to  put  it  in  execution. 

.Li  the  mean, time,  an  invaiion  from  Ireland  was  look- 
•^cd  for,  and  malignants  at  home  were  begi-ming  to  be 
briik,  whq  it  was  feared  were  carrying  On  a  ][ilot,  \vhich 
*ftcnvard  might  break  out. 

In  this  complaining  and  reeling  time,  our  General 
Meeting  conveencd  at  Douglas^  March  27th,  16^0. — 
The  Meeting  being  modelled,  dnd  prayer  ended,  Ther.e 
was  a  Letter  from  lord  Angus's  regiment  prcfentcd  and 
reiid. 

-  And  Mr.  Shields  having  drawn  up  a  petition  to  be 
given  into  the  Parliament  by  the  Societies,  it  was  brought 
to,  and  read  at  this  Meeting.  After  the  reading  tlicre- 
of,  and  fpeaking  to  it  a  little,  it  was  enquired  at  every 
.one  of  the  Meeting  if  they  agreed  therewith,  and  that  it 
flxnuld  be  given  in  to  the  Parliament.  All  pf  them  for 
thcmielves,  (except  two  or  three)  were  in  the  aflirma- 
tive.  And  fome  of  them  had  the  mind  of  their  Societies 
for- it  f. 

Hhh  2  '      tt 

f  The  Reader  need  not  woodcr  that  at  tkit  time  there  were  fo 
few  againfl  it,  ard  fo  many  afterward,  fince  the  thing  was  new 
to  them,  and  many  had  rot  confidercd  The  import  of  ir,  viz. 
Ihar  it  was  an  owning,  ynd  acknowledpng  pOhefe  men,  as  ibe 
lawful  rtprefcoia  ives  oi  the  nation,  tlie  greattil  part  ot  whoia 
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:;  It  was  thought  expedient  that  ten  men  or  thereby, 
out  of  every  fliire  (hould  fubfcribc  it  j  in  name  of  their 
brethren.  And  fomc  to  fubfcribe  it  before  parting  of 
this  Meeting,  and  the  reft  afterwards  at  a  Meeting  at 
X.eadhills,  upon  the  8th  of  AprU.  But  fome  fearing 
that  the  fubfcribing  it  here  by  a  few,  would  be  reckon- 
«dtoohafty,  and  might  occaiion  debates,  were  for  the 
fcveral  correfpondences  getting  copies  thereof,  that  fo 
as  many  of  the  Societies  as  could  be  got  together  the 
week  following  might  hear  the  fame  read,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  and  confideration  thereof,  might  (if 
they  agreed  therewith)  condeicend  upon  fomc  men  to 
go  to  the  Leadhills,  and  in  their  name  to  fubfcribe  it. 

Accordingly  feveral  copies  of  it  were  written,  and  iua* 
ny  of  the  Societies  faw  it. 

An  exail  copy  of  the  Petition  follows, 

To  his  majejifs  High  Commijfioner  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland,  and  Remanent  of  Members  of  the  High 
Court  of  Parliament, — The  HumhU  Petition  of  the 
Persecuted  People  of  the  Weft  and  Southern 
Shires 

Sheweth, 
TLTONE  m  the  three  nations  can  be  more  obliged  to 
j[\  make  thankful  acknowledgments  of  the  mercy  of 
the  late  Revolution  and  change  of  government,  than  we» 
who  had  the  largeft  fhare  of  the  miferies  of  that  bon- 
.dage  thefe  nations  thereby  are  delivered  from.  We  bad 
never  indeed  great  interefts  in  the  world  to  lofe,  and  we 
never  thought  any  thing  tpo  dear  to  be  expended  for  ad- 
herence to  the  leaft  point  of  truth  or  duty  bound  upon 
our  confcieuces  by  the  word  of  God,  or  any  part  of  the 
church's  eftabliihed  Reformation,  in  Doitriue,  Worfliip, 
Difcipline,  and  Government, 

But 

.  Jiad  forfauhed  their  righrfo  be  fuch,  by  beloj?  cither  a<5livc  per- 
fecutors;  or  adders,  and  afTiders  of  fuch,  and  fworn  to  bejb; 
yea  manvofthciu  had  abjured  rhe  Covenants  and  ReformaMon» 
'  tnd  as  yet,  there  was  no  evidence  of  cheir  repentance,  but  tie 
-contrary  ;  Therefore  after  df liberation  they  judged  it  uriUwfal, 
and  unreafonable  to  petition  fuch  men  for  the  redrelTingof  cheir 
|jricvance«,  or  to  cxpefl  that  they  would  now  reftore,  .or  rpd- 
iBtegrate  the  Covenanted  Reformation^  who  had  been  fo  a^ive 
JA  deftroyiog,  Cupj^KtEn^,  i^ud  lvxbxccuog,ih6f«uuc. 
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But  what  have  been  our  oppreflions,  perfecutions,  and 
iuflferings,  by  finings,  forfaulteries,  harraffings,  i\>oil- 
ings,  intercommunings,  chaces,  wanderings  in  extremi- 
ties of  wants,  imprilbnments,  tortures,  banifhments, 
and  fpilling  of  our  blood.  Sometimes  under  colour  of 
law,  ibmetimes  without  all  colour  of  law  for  non-con- 
formity with  prelacy,  non-fubmiflion  to  intolerable  ini- 
pofitions  on  our  conlcicnces,  and  our  teftimonies  agairift 
the  late  ufurpations  of  the  former  reigns,  their  eccleli- 
aftic  fupremacy,  and  boundlefs  tolerations,  prerogative^ 
and  abiblute  power,  as  the  kingdom  is  not  ignorant  of: 
So  the  reprefcntation  of  our  grievances,  which  we  have 
in  readinefs  to  give,  will  in  fome  mcafure  manifefl. 

Nor  is  it  the  l^aft  of  the  great  advantages  we  have 
reaped  by  their  prefent  Majeftics  afcending  the  throne, 
that  now,  we  have  not  only  the  liberty  of  e?.fc  from 
thcfe  grievances,  but  of  acccfs  to  reprcleiit  them,  it  be- 
ing now  declared  to  be  the  fubjevfts  right  to  petition, 
which  was  before  accounted  treafon :  This  doth  give  us 
confidence,  and  our  confciencelays  upon  us  the  necefilty 
of  addreffing  your  Honours  with  this  complaint  and  pe- 
tition, humbly  reprefenting  that  not  only  our  old  long 
continued  grievances  arc  not  redreflcd  (whereby  the  hope 
and  expeftations  of  many  thoufands  founded  upon  the 
princely  promifes  of  his  Maj city's  declarations,  and  fti- 
pulatlons  of  the  claim  of  right,  at  his  acceptance  of  the' 
crown,  have  hitherto  been  fruftrated)  but  alio  feveral 
new  grievances  are  multiplied,  by  the  feveral  adjourn- 
inents  of  the  Parliament,  lb  ccnfternating  and  difcou- 
raging  to  all. 

I.  We  therefore  cannot  but  with  many  others  com- 
plain that  our  longing,  and  Lmguifhing  expectations  and 
defires  of  redrcfs  of  grievances  are  not  fatisfied,  but  ftill 
poflponed  and  delayed  by  the  frequent  adjournments  of 
Parliaments,  to  the  danger  and  detriment  of  his  Majef-. 
ty's  interei):,  to  the  advantage  and  advancement  of  the 
defigns  of  the  common  adveriaries,  to  the  difcourage- 
ment  of  the  mofl  faithful  and  conftant  fubjccls  and 
friends  of  the  common  caufe,  and  tiie  tumbling  of  ma- 
ny others,  who  are  thereby  confounded  with  difmal  ap- 
■  prehenfions  and  jealouiies,  left  thefe  delays  may  prove 
defigned  difappointments,  which  we  believe  is  far  from 
his  Majefty's  intentions  ;  we  therefore  humbly  requeft 
that  there  may  be  more  adjournments,  until  grievances 
'be  cognofced  and  fedreir»:d. 
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.  2.  Wc  cotnplam,  though.Prclacy,  or  the  goyemment, 
«ftatc  tnd  office  of  the  Bifliops  be  abolifhed  ;  yet  the  ' 
many  cruel  afts  and  edifts  of  Parliament  and  council, 
made  in  favours,  thereof,  and  preffing  conformity  there- 
unto, and  for  fupprcffing-  Prefbytcrial  government  are 
not  repealed*  We  therefore  petition  that  Prefbytcriaa 
govermnent  may  be  reftored  and  redintegrated  in  its  pu- 
rity, fi-ecdom  and  full  power,  a^  it  was  eiiiablifhed  in  the 
ye;ir  1649  ;  the  church  and  ftate-conftitutions  there- 
anent  be  revived,  >and  all  afts  of  parliaoient  or  council 
againft  the  Covenants  and  work  of  reformation,  or  in  fa. 
TOurs  of  abjured  Prelacy,  be  refcinded. 

3.  We  complain,  though  Prelacy  be  aboliflied,  yet 
its  pilliUH  and  luj^orters,  the  Prelatic  curafc?^,  or  Epif- 
copal  miniliers,  tlie  bane  and  brand  of  this  poor  church, 
and  thelburce  of  all  oUr  late  oppreffions  and  prefent  eon- 
fufions,  are  in  many  places  continued  in  the  peaceable 
pofleflion  of  their  intrufions,  and  others  of  late  intrud- 
ed againft  the  will  of  the  pariihes,  and  notwithftanding 
of  their  oppoHtion,  for  very  little  accefEon  to  which 
fame  have  been  long  kept  in  prifbn  ;  while  many  Prcfby- 
terian  mlniftcrs,  long  extruded  and  perfecutea,  are  not 
reftored  to  any  lettlcment* 

We  therefore  fupplicate  that  a  full  and  free  General 
Affembly  be  called  and  ap|>ointed,  cOnfifting  af  Prefby* , 
terian  minifters,  according  to  the  old  conftitutions  ;  tD 
order  church^aftairs,  and  inquire  into  public  fcandals, 
with  power  to  depofe,  fufpend,  deprive  or  remove  the 
forefaid  intruders  from  the  churches,  by  die  authority 
wherewith  Chrift  hath  vetted  them  ;  ^nd  to  provide  for 
the  planting  of  all  the  churches  and  Preihyt cries  with 
able  and  faithful  minifters  ;  and  all  this  under  the  patro- 
ciny,  and  with  the  fanftion  of  civil  aurhoriny. 

4.  We  complain,  though  Prelacy  be  aboli/hed,  yet 
its  foundations  and  fountains,  the  old  ufurpations  of  E- 
raftian  I'upremacy  and  patronages,  are  not  yet  uboliihed, 
whereby  a  door  is  kept  open  for  the  re-introdudtion  of 
?li  corruptions,  innovations,  defe6tions  a^d  diviflons  in 
the  church,  and  for  th*i  magiljrate^s  encroaching  upon 
the  prerogatives  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Head  and  Kin? 
cf  the  church,  and  the  liberties  of  the  church,  his  free 
kingdom* 

AV^'e  therefore  earneftly  befeech,  that  afts  mny  be  paf. 
fbd,  delivering  the  church  from  the  bondage  of  patro- 
ii.-£e  \  reilQvln^j  to  her  the  privilege  of  the  «le6tion  of 

lltT 
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Ker  paftors  ;  and  abrogating  the  ftipremacy,  with  all  c-* 
j^aftianifm ;  and  that  the  late  indulgences,  lltrtv^ing  from* 
the  ccclefiaftic  fupremaey,  and  the  late  toleration  givca 
by  virtue  of  abfolute  power,  and  conveyed  by  ftoppin^'^ 
•and  difabHng  the  ancient  penallaws,  be  there difanulkd 
and  declared  to  be  ooiitrary  to  law. 

5-  \Ve "complain,  that  our  national  cavqi^pnts,  which, 
we  avouch  to  be  of  indifpenfible  obligation,  have  been 
very  long  abufcd  and  trampled  upon,  to  the  aftoniflmacnt 
of  all  nations  that  have  heard  of  the  unparalleled  break- 
ing of  them,  burning  of  them,  enaifting  them, by  bw  to 
be  renounced  and  abjured,  and  making  it  criminal  to 
own  xX^m  5  \yhile  many  other  cohtradidlory  enfnaring 
oaths,  tefts  and  bonds,  have  been  impofed  upon  peo- 
ple's confciences. 

We  therefore  humbly  move  to  your  Honours,  that 
afts  of  parliament  may  be  pafled,  condemning  thole  un- 
'  lawful  impoiltions  of  the  late  coikrary  oaths^  and  vindi- 
cating and  approving  thcfe  reproached  covenants ;  waA 
that  your  Hoftours  may  be  pleafed  to  think  upon  fomjc: 
expedient  caiu-fe  for  the  renewing  of  the  fame,  the  ad- 
zniniilration  of  the  way  apd  order  of  it  bemg  left  to  the 
General  AflemWy. 

6.  We  complain  of  the  continuance  of  our  fiiffcrings 
to  this  day,  even  in  this  reviving  in  our  bondage,  white 
'  the  caufcs  of  our  and  our  brethren's  fufFerings,  especial- 
ly our  a<Slive  endeavours  to  defend  our  lives,  religion  and 
liberties,  againft  tyranny  and  unjuft  violence^  arc  re- 
proached, and  declared  (by  yet  Itanding  laws)  to  have 
been  rebellion.  Atis  of  forfaultries  and  donctories  of 
Eftates  are  yet  ftihding  unrepealed,  and  the  uiijuft  pof- 
feffors  yet  keeping  them  from  the  riglit  owners.  Many 
of  our  brethren  are  yet  in  fervitudc  in  foreign  lands 
whither  they  were  baniflied  ;  while  in  the  mean  time  our 
enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the  king  and  kingdom  ap- 
prehended or  difcovered  in  rebellion  againft  the  prefcnt 
government,  are  indemnified,  and  liiifered  to  efcapc 
jufticc,  and  thereby  emboldened  to  go  on.  in  their  conr 
fpiracies. 

We  therefore,  with  all  fubmiflion,  humbly  intreat 
your  Honours,  in  order  to  our  relief  from  our  luricrings^ 
to  repeal  ihclc  \vi»:ked  laws  that  enacted  them,  and  re- 
fcind  tUcfe  a(fts  that  tn-andcd  our  lawful  endeavours  with 
fo  odious  a  civaracttr  ;  and  that  your  Honours  may  tike 
Jbme  fpcedy  ,iaJ  ctFcitual  courfc  to  relcind  thefe  a<^ts  of 
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f^pfiKikries  and  finings  for  adhering  to  the  co^'cnaij^A 

■  lljfeyAigtion^  imd  to  cauic  rellitutlon  be  m^de  of  irila^d  < 
ttid:iSuties^  ^c~  to  their  proper  and  righuous  owners  f  ' 
am<Ltjii:e  fomeconiider^tion  of  the  widows  r.iid  childriCft 
fit Jfeaoilc  that  have  fuffcred  unto  dealrh  in  fidds  or  fci^^ - 
fqkb^.  or  who  have  died  in  their  banifhment,  or  fuck  ^ 
y^nfi^hmt  ioft  law-fuits  hecaufe  thtj-  had  not  accefs  to, 
or ^liirft  not  appear  In  their  own  vimBcation  and  defeisr^  , 
feBrih^liazard  of  the  times  \  and  that  fome  way  may  be,^ 
thipiigiit  upon  fox  the  reljef  and  bringing  home  of  thofc  i' 
thj^.aw^yet  alive  in  their  bamdimeDt ;  and  in  the  Dicm 
tin^  that  in  thefe  and  the  like  particuhirs  old  fuffcrers 
njay.  he*  redrellcd,  before  the  prcfoit  rebels  be  mdcm- 

7.  We  eomplain,  that  though  Hi;;  Majefty*s  declonKj 
tickn  frc^  this  kingdom  j  took  itotice  of  many  evil  coun^ 

■  ffSiaiii  ihat  had  been  the  inftru mentis  oi  all  thefe  mif- 
chie£i>Ke  came  to  deliver  us  from  \  and  upon  their  crim^ 
foiyptdcdboth  the  equity  ,ind  cxpedieney  of  his  hudabtr 
cxpffdjitjon^  yet  not  only  many  of  thefe  grievoiis  to  tfc^ 
i»jyLo%.bccaufe  they  were  fwom  tooU  of  tyranny,  for  cn- 
flstslkig  them  and  fupplanting  their  Uberties,  and  bigotted 
cqpDliesto  Frcil:^yte^y,  are  admitted  to  public  truft  aiwt 
eoqdoyed  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  to  the  endanger- 
ing our.  religion  and  liberties,  and  of  undennloing  and 
betray  inj;  the  King's  inter  ell  5  but  even  nia^y  of  the 
xnurderei^s  of  our  bretliren  arc  both  connived  at,  T\nd  er^- 
couraged,  and  entertained  in  places  of  pawcr  and  truft^ 
in  court,  country,  army,  and  fupreme  judicatories. 

For  the  which  cayfc,  with  all  refpeft  to  many  noble' 
Lords  and  worthy  Gentlemen  that  have  their  defervcd 
place  in  this  prcfent  parliament,  We  are  conftrained  iii 
confcience  to  take  the  boldnefs  to  proteft  agadnil  all,  of 
irhat  quality  focver,  that  fit  in  that  judicatory, .  as  repre- 
fentatives  in  the  fupreme  council  of  the  kingdom,  yrio 
have  been,  ami  are  evil  counfellors,  difaffe^ed  to  the 
government,  malignant  enemies  to  the  covenanted  re- 
formation f ,  cruei  perfecutors  of  the  godly  owning  the 
iame ;  and  cfpecially  fuch  as  have  been  ci;iminally  accd^ 
Tory  to  the  Ihedding  the  innocent  blood  of  our  brethrea., 
that  died  as  martyrs  for  adhering  thereunto. 

We  therefore,  in  all  humility  and  earneflnefi,  fupplj-" 
cate,  obteft  and  befeech  your  Honours,  in  your  wiidoxn 
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t6  {Provide  fome  laws  (according  to  the  laudable  ptecedenti 
of  your  noble  progenitors)  for  removing  put  of  truft,  and 
out  of  capacity  of  doing  more  mifchief  to  the  king,  church, 
country  and  armjes,  fuch  inftrumcnts  of  the  late  king'd 
tyranny^  and  of  our  late  flaVcry,  agairift  whom  the  pte- 
(cBt  king  declared  in  his  declaration,  and  who  declared 
tlicir  averfeiiefs  to  admit  His  preferit  Majefty  to  the 
throne.  For  we  Can  never  believi^,  that  they  who  be- 
trayed our  laws  and  it)bbed.  us  of  our  privileges  under 
the  laft  reign,  wilJever  adminifter  jufticc,  or  do  us  any 
g;odd  iinder  the  prefent  governm^t.  We  cannot  but 
3C  always  in  fears,  ^vhile  we  remain  in  the  hands  of  our 
>ld  oppreflbrs,  in  whofe  cdnduft  and  adminiftration,  we 
:0uld  never  fed  any  thing  but  rage,  and  rapine,  and  un- 
jiift  violcncei 

.  'Fitvdlly^  We  tequeft  and  craVC  of  yo<ir  Honours  that 
ire  may  have  liberty  in  due  time,  according  to  courfe  of 
law,  to  impeach  thofe  that  murdered  our  brethren  in 
the  fields  Without  all  prbcefs  or  fhadow  of  law,  as  \i  tak* 
en  iiotice  of  in  His  Majefty's  declaration  for  this  king- 
dom 5  and  as  the  cry  thereof  did  call  His  Majefty  to  ap^ 
pear  for  our  relief ;  fo  it  ftill  cotitiritres  to  cry  for  ven- 
geance ;  and  Almighty  God,  to  whom  it  belongs,  craves 
of  your  Honoitfs  to  fee  to  the'purging  of  the  land  from 
blood,  which  cannot.be  otherwife  purged  th&h  by  thd 
blood  of  them  that  flied  it. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours  to  confider  the  premlfes^ 
and  to  take  fuch  mealures  in  fatisfying  thcfe  our 
humble  defires,  backed  with  the  importunate  tries  of  . 
rrtariy  thoiifands  of  ^^^t,  beft  fiibje^ts  of  the  nation, 
that  God  may  be  glorified,  religion  encouraged,  the 
peace  and  profperity  of  the  church  promoted,  their 
Majeftie's  throne  eftablifhed  in  tighteoufnefs,  the 
pec^e  be  happy  under  their  goverment,  and  the 
Lord  delight  to  dwell  among  us.  And  your  Peti- 
tioners fliall  ever  pray,  l2fc. 

Sufafcribed  in  our  name,  and  by  cpmmiflion  front,  and 
at  the  defire  of  many  others  of  the  fame  fentiments  with 
ourfelvds,  by  — 


Upon  the  morrow  the  meeting  convecned  again, — 
where  the  petition  was  read.     Any  who  bad  freedom  to 
111  iviJar 
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ibbfiiiibieit,  wek^xk£bped  to  do  it^  :  "Vhic^Aj^,  a^ 
tfirVcn  fubfcribcd  the  iam^  in  die  oaini^  pf  ^  fiitietJtt 
in  tite:  fiure  of  Airy  and  fome  pi^onj.  inth^oyentanl 
eir  dydefdale,  didt U  in  theijp  owa  aamei^ ;  Sat  tbete  fcpre^. 
i|atln^  the  focieties  of  Renfrew^  and  th^  .sietibenn^'of 
C^dbdale^  (ibme  of  whom  having  no  ^lear%ef9tl|fimfelfas» 
nor  commhilon  &om  their  focietior  for  iutifeKibing  ii»  dil 
it  not)  were  dscSred  to  let  their  fidNci^ties  fee*  mtjtcopfte 
iy  M  order  to  fend  (bole  to  Gb^gow  ncHt  ingek^ .  toiUb^- 
icribe.it  inr  their  name ;  as  alio,  th«fe  iox  tlbe  .fiftcitdc*. 
&  Galloway,,^  Nithfdale  and  Anandal(:>  being  in  the  Jib^ 
circumilances,  were:defired  to  let  their  firiellds;fise  Us^^ 
order  to  fcndibme  to  the  t<eadfhiU3^tpfubfG^I^it;^),  -^i . 

..  The  ne:£t  sieetmg  Was  appointed^  ^  be*  at  4P^|tv#. 

die  firil  Wednefday  of  Jun0.    ]^t  i^.  cafe  «>f  ext%aM|H< ;: 

nary  emergentsy  as  an  invafion  of  i^  IriftcS'Oi!'  firofirfit^ 

.  finite  at  Ecfinburgh  were  to  apppjint  k  fooner,  an^-ijij^  i 

-quaint  thei>  fricnds.thferewith.  ..•  naii  • 

^"ipfitt  night  j&efbre  it  was  agreedt  upoatkth^  a  XrfM^ 
fhoiddhe  written  in  the  name  of  the.Meeting  toljord  A^  i 
gus's  regiment ,;  wl^ch  wa^doae,  and  tbe  fame  wariMis 
riuit  day^  It  was  agreed  upon  to  be  &&t  with .  ifuyie  ;riA 
dkionsy  and  Michael  Shields  was  dcfired  to  Write  it  OfHrf- 
again  with  jthe JamCj  fubfcrib^  it  in  their  naoie^.  afi<tfciil» 
jt  to  the  regiineiit  \  whidx  was  accordingly  done :  tkr 
fubflance  of  which  fellows^  '        . 


Douglas^  March  2^ tfj^l6^> 
Dear  l^feitfen^ 

WE  received  your  Letter*     Albeit  the  ftrnples  ani" 
helitations  do  yet  remain,  which  mslny  o5fus.  bait 
concerning  the  regiment  from  the  very  £rA  rti'fing  there-'* 
of,  occafioned.by  the  admiffion  of  ^lalignant,  Wickec^ 
afnd  profane  men  int'O  the  array,  (theeorruptions  whcre^: 
of  ftill  increafe)  and  fome  of  them  taken  In  amongft- 
yourfelves  ;  and  though  we  ilill  fear  the  iin,^  fnare^  and 
danger  of  finfulaflbciations;.  yet  we  defire  to  Armpathize^ 
with  you,  and  to  keep  correfpondence  with  you,  infer, 
far  as  may  be  for  your  edificatipn  and  advantage,  ..aoi^' 
may  not  ftrengthen  your  hand's,  nor  ihvolve^nirfche*  iir*. 
any  finful  courfe,.  that  ye  are,  or  may  be  afterward  ia*** 
fnared  in^  .       . 

According  to  your  defire,  we  take  this .  oppoftunitr' 
to  ufe  fome  feeedosR)  yet  we  hope,  .aad  iittscati  joainll 

^  .-•      :"     ''takci* 
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tatc^he  fame  in  good  part,  fincc  love  to  you  incites  ns 
to  the  fame  ;  arid  we  deiire  you  will  ufe  the  like  frcc- 
xlom  with  u*;- — We  would  not  have  you  content  fo  long 
as  there  are  fo  many  malignant  and  profane  men  in  the 
army,  and  while  there  are  any  fuch  among  yotirfelves  j 
but  in  your  ilations.,  to  the  uttermoft  of  your  power  wit- 
nefs  againll  it.  Seek  for  a  reformation  thereof,  for  to 
get  and  keep  place?  was  not  the  end  for  which  ye  took 
up  -arms,  it  was  rather  (profefledly)  to  be  in  a  better 
capacity  to  witnefs  and  vrreftle  againft  corruptions  in  the 
army,  and  to  endeavour  in  your  capacity  t®  feek  and  cry 
for  redrefling  grievances  in  church  and  ft  ate. 

'W'e  eamelHy  rcqueft  ye  would  keep  up  your  chrlftiaa 
fi)cieties«     Be   mwrh  in  private  prayer.     Cry  mightily 
't|»t  the  Lord  will  blefs  you  and  us  with  the  knowledge 
of- the  times  aud  our  own  duty.— If  ye  grow  flack  and 
remifs   in  fecret  prayer  and  public  witnefling,  ye  have 
*  ground  to  fear,  that  next  your  hands  wax  feeble  in  the 
day  of  battle.      Confidcr  under  what  charafter  ye  go, 
.a$  a  people  more  ftridt,  zealous  and  religious  than  oth- 
'-crs.     Small  fauhs  in  you  are  more  heinous,  and  will  do  . 
more  hurt  than  in  others  5  and  wherever  ve  come,  let 
y9.vr  light  pine  before  tne?jj  and  have  no   fellowfliip  with 
rhe  uufruitfui  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove 
them,    both  in  yourfelves  and  others*      Forbear  thcjfe 
things  to  which  ioldiers  are  much  addifted.     Pray  that 
ye  be  not  led  into  temptation,  but  delivered  from  cntI. 
,   Abftain  from  fijnful  and  Jiand.ilous  games,  as  cards,  dice, 
life,  the  firftof  which  wc  hear  fome  of  you  are  guilty 
of,  \v'ii<^^*  1^  ii^t  a  JUtle  wounding  to  us.     Refrain  fjfom 
duels,   and   fight inrr,    qiiai-reling,    either   among  your- 
fflves,  or  with  others,  and  from  drunkennefs,  v/l^ich 
often  occafions  thele  unmanly  and  unchriflian  actions. 
forbear,  and  forgive  one  another,     B^*  jiot  of  a  revenge- 
ful, but  of  a  gofpel-fj^irit. 

.It  was  not  a  little  wounding,  as  welt  as  furprifing,  t^ 
hearof  the  extravagances  ^committed  by  many  of  you  u- 
pon  the  King's  birthday,  November  hft,  tlic  noife  df 
trhich  hath  gone  much  abroad,  whereby  many  of  your 
fcrethren  were  oif ended,  and  the  wicked  confirmed  and 
hardened  in  their  praftice,  we  hope  yc  are  af^ainft  obfer-^ 
v:ng  anniverfary  days  as  wtll  as  we,  and. that  yc  wfil 
mourn  for  what  ye  have  done. 

Wc  wifh-that  fome  ^mongft  you  may  fee  the  6vll  6P 
fbcir  unconcerned'iefi  at  hearing  o£  tU^  Vct\i^V^?»>  ^\S.-^ 
I  i  i  1  CQxrci^'SJ^ 
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f  pnragements  and  perplexities  which  many  tender  friends 
and  zealous  Chriflians  had  at  the  on-going  and  conti^i^ 
ing  of  the  regiment  j  and  albeit  we  dcfire  all  irritating, 
untender  fpcaking  or  writing  may  be  forborne,  yet  fee- 
ing we  .neither  could,  nor  can  go  on  in  the  regiment, 
^d  confidering  the  evil  and  danger  of  iinftil  airociati- 
ons,  and  to  free  ourfelves  from  parta^ng  in  the  guilt  of 
the  fame,  we  befeech  and  obteft  you,  that  ye  may  re- 
solve in  the  Lord's  ftrength  not  to  continue  in  arms  vx^ 
Jefs  it  be  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  carrying  on,  wi 
advancing  of  reformation.  Let  not  the  flatteries  and  ii^ 
£nuations,  nor  the  frowns  and  threatenings  of  men,  fo 
prevail,  as  to  draw  or  drive  you  unto,  or  malqe  you  conr 
tinuc  in  any  courfe  diffonant  unto,  or  inco^fiftent  witfi 
the  noble  caufe  for  whi^h  many  of  you  formerly  contend- 
^4  and  fuffercd, 

We  wifh  ye  may  be  endued  with  true  ai^d  holy  zeaji 
and  boldnefs,  without  fear  or  fhame  to.  avouch  the  own- 
ing of  the  former  and  prefent  teftimony.  Reckon  it  no 
difcredit,  but  your  honour  to  be  cabled  Covenanters,  ^i 
every  place  ftudy  apraftice  fuitable  to  fu^h  an  hpnott- 
xable  defignation, 

As  for  your  going  to  Ireland,  we  are  glad  that  many 
pfyou  arefo  little  for  it,  and  we  canqot  fee  it  expedient 
at  pref(?nt,  confidering  what  a  profiane  and  malignant  ar- 
my (for  the  moft  part  is  in  that  land)  to  join  with,  tl^c 
<ondu(El  ye  behoved  to  come  under,  and  the  bad  ftatc 
cf  the  caufe  and  quarrel  ye  would  have  to  fight  for,  and 
alfo  the  great  danger  this,  land  is,  or  n^ay  be  in  very  fud- 
denly. 

We  are  very  glad  to  hear  of  your  refolution  not  to 
^ome  under  the  conduft  of  lieutenant  general  Douglas. 
We  think  ye  ought  to  refufe  to  come  under  the  fame  at 
all  hazards,  and  to  fhewjour  diflikt  of  employing  him, 
cr  any  fuch  in  the  army.  We  defire  you'll  reprcfcflt 
f  o  the  Parliament  the  ufage  you  met  with  Dunkel,  that 
the  fame  may  b.e  enquired  into,  and  that  it,  and  other 
grievances  may  be  heard  and  redrefTed. 

You  may  remember,  at  the  raifing  of  the  regiipent  k 
was  thought  convenient  that  there  fiiould  he  ciders  and 
^  feffion  in  it,  to  exhort  and  reprove  for  faults  j  and  that 
faft-days  fliould  be  appointed  and  obferycd  among  ydu  : 
the  omiifion  of  thefe  things  is  unpleafant.  Not  dcfiriog 
f p  trouble  you  further,  we  remain  * 
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Subfcribed  in  our  name,  and  at  our  appointment,  by 
the  clerk  of  our  Gener^d  Meeting, 

MICHAEL  shields- 
According  to  the  appointment  of  the  Gen.  Meet- 
ing, fcveral  perfons  came  to  the  Lead-hills,  April  8/A, 
fome  of  whom  fubfcribed  the  petition  to  the  Parliamehti 
but  fome  were  againft  that  way  of  fubfcribing  thereof, 
and  would  haye  had  more  in  it, 

Mr.  Lining  undertook  to  endeavour  to  get  it  preTenf- 
ed  to  the  Parliament  ;  and  he  coming  to  Edinburgh,  af- 
ter advifing  with  fome  {)erfons  there,  it  was  thought  mbfi: 
-^nvenient  to  give  it  in  to  a  member  of  the  parliament, 
'  to  be  by  him  prefented  to  them.     So  it  was  delivered  to 
Sir  John  Monro  of  Foulis,  who  was  not  only  a  memSA* 
pof  the  parliament,  but  of  the  committee  for  the  church. 
He  feveral  tinies  offered  it    to  the    faid  comniiitcc, 
who  —    —    —    —    —    —    —    — f.  - 

At  the  forefaid  place  and  day,  Mr.  Lining  and  fome 
elders  drew  up  the  caufes  of  a  fafi:  to  be  obferved  upoh 
the  i^xhoiMay ;  wbi^h  is  to  he  kept  as  a  day  of  humi^- 
liation  and  prayer, 

\Jfy  Becauie  of  the  abounding  fins  of  all  ranks,  -vJis. 
pf  the  king,  council  and  inferior  judicatories,  church, 
army,  and  people.     2dly^  \n  particular,  for  all  the  fa- 
.  -vours  God  hath  fliewet^  to  the  land,  yet  its  reprefentd- 
tivcs  in  the  ftatc,  have  done  little  for  the  glory  of  Q66. 
and  the  legal  eftablifhment  of  the  covenanted  reforma- 
tion  of  religion,     ylly^  Becaufe,    thougli  the  army  be 
raifed  up  fo^  the  defence  ci  religion  as  well  as  liberty, 
yet  many  of  them  are  found  grofly  guilty  of  being  even 
enemies  to  the  power  and  purity  of  religion.     4//^/v,  Be- 
caufe, though  the  Lord  by  his  dlfpenfations  be  calling  a!l 
'«f  us  to  repentance,  yet  there  is  much  imponitency  ur^ 
tier  former  defeftions  and  fcandals,  both  in  minifters  an-'^t 
,     people,  and  here  we  would  pray  for  a  down-pcnring  of 
the  iSpiric  of  repentance  upon  both,  that  God  might  have 
J.    his  gk>ry,  and  ^i*  c^U'ch  might  find  mercy.     S^^-h^  ^  ^^ 
.     ■  '      ■•  uacQU* 

I     '■■    ■    '  "  .  . 

.  t  Hrre  Mich'.  Shields  doth  not  relate  how  con^CTptuocfly  rhis 
•pft'wloti'WAi  by  the  commiitec  rfjertcd,  and  as  this  coiititiitfi-e 
were  accoaotedtmone  the  bt^  affc^ed  to  religion  in  that^p'T^ 
Jian>ent,.foit.now.Ap.pfareri>  '^^^  thef*  people  were  not  dccciv 
t4  <i5b6«Tti>^ft*d*oo'redreis'o*gncvaficesfroin  ^mcU  iv\«ti'A\\\:^ 
Vb^io  decpfjf  Jafohcd  ia  the  evils  co  i^plaiatd  ol . 
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iM^Qbcartiedods  urith  our  4a9g^  £f«W  fpo^^^ 
iSf  ppifts  and  malignants  at  hools,  and,  jMridi  :tjbeflidbpHl 
trbUnd  now  is  lying  under  from  thiefe,  and  tajpf^^yifedH 
X>^  would  breial:  thieTe^  and  make  us  morset^  ]iiiQ09tm 
dttt^^  totrards  that  diftrcfTed  ^u|tIi  i>f  IrdaadL 

/ .'  Al  9^1  T the  ground  of  tnxtfjf  pto^s  copnj^ai^,  ^ 
Ijhit  fcvtrki  adjpurnxnents  of  ^iurlanaaenif»  was.4::emQ«edf: 
iJirhen  this  fefiion  did  fit  doviij,  vefaordiy  diejr  ru^«^  fkf9t 
pt  hopes  of  getting  grievances  redreflbdi  ijct  the^icMitf 
•ibeifbnnan^^  of  fome  things^  aiid  hniufh  aitja^xMrn*}  iM^ 
mEieofthenitoremai^g^  efpocbUjthciputtiiii^^dJBBqfir 
^iig  of  many  in  public;  truft,  who  were  jpoudigi^aiSi,  ^ 
ijihS^ti  to  religion  ^  and  this  not  bringing  to  co0^ 
fvunifbrnenty  (hefe  among  tfa^  hand^  ^h^dciaflhi0^ift) 
f^  fetting  them  at  libert]^. .   /Uid  tb«  4ct^g  dEj^tiai^ . 
^  .^yferftment,  as  in  the  year  15^2,  md-iPPt  as  it(:3*|».*ji. 
ki;the  yiears  1648,  and  - 1649,.  gaiie  oecaficA  of  difteil^ 
t^f  an^  complaint.     At  the  begging  of  this  fel&oiMl 
F^liaxnent  the  names  of  comt  ai^d  tlub  par^  wfr«;;(fl|^< 
ptit ;  yet  afterward,  tlie  cluh  party  i^ing  i&  ;Ip^|Mft' 
malighaxits^  into  their  c^bal^  ]:x^e  4v^ ^^f^  >^^ 
aflod  feVerals  fell  ofFfrojO)  them.  Up  that  Ae  <:$mn  ftM 
fed  the  grcateft  fway.    The  Highliiders  bein|f ^l€|e#ci 
at  Ciromdale,  made  the  malignants  in  the  Parliament  moiS 
faim  than  before,  and  the/  this  iriftory  was  very  remark* 
able^  and  feveral  prifoners  taken  at  it,  and  fome  after* 
"v^rds,  yet  none  were  brought  to  condign  puniOuoieafff. 
•which  heightened  the  complaints  of  many  and  lefieim. 
the  authority  of  the  government,  fo  that  the  enetojei  I 
thereof  did  not  fo  regard  prfcar  its  poweTj  ^  otherwifcij  ' 
would  have  doi^e, 

'In  this  time  when  fome  were  pleafed  and  others  weitji 
difpleafed  with  matters  both  in  church  and  ftate ;  Our 
CSfeneral  Meeting  met  at  Douglas^  June  4th,  1690/ where 
Jt  was  agreed  upon  that  the  covenants  as  renewed  at  Lci- 
mahagow  March  3d,  1689,  (hould  be  printed,  and  twcp* 
ty  pounds  fterling  \ras  to  be  given  forpriothig.  ^sooo^"^ 
-  pies,  and  Colin- Alifon  wasappointed  to  wait  upon  the  preB* 
"Upon  the  co#ifideratiori  that  fhortly  tb^rc  would  bea« 
Cfeneral  Meeting  of  minirters,  and  thereafter  a  General 
Afleimbly,  it  was  thought  fit  that  the  Meeting  fliould 
deliberate  upOn^what  was  their  duty  in  refinrerice  tSic^^^ 
l»m».  >  AjftOiit  \*^  Tt;^ot^  ^^X-aL Y>^*  Ifa^^^  1^'F?B» 
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ten,  fubfcribed,  and  given  into  the  minifters  containing 
A  reprefentatibn  of  our  grievances,  wherein  we  might  be 
free,  fliewing  the  gfonnda  of  our  former  withdrawing 
from  tliem.  With  our  earneftdelire  of  union  at  the  time, 
npon  good  terms ;  Alfo,  to  contain  a  Proteftatijon  a- 
gainil  defeftions ;  for  drawing  up  of  which  paper,  five 
nien  were  nominate  that  were  prefent  in  the  Meeting, 
vis.  Ja-mes  Wilfon,  Peter  Walker,   William  McNeil, 

,„^ and  Michael  Shields,     Like  wife  for  the 

forcfaid  end,  it  was  defired  that  Sir  Robert  Hamilton, 
Earlfioun,  William  Stewart,  John  Mack,  Archibal  Hun-^ 
tcr,  and  John  Campbtl  fliould  be  acquainted  therewith  ; 
Whith  perfons  were  all  to  conveen  at  Douglas  upon  the^ 
»6th  of  June  inftaftt,  in  order  to  draw  up.  a*dr'aught  ^of 
fihc  fiiid  paper. 

.  The^  Meeting  was  defired  to  acquaint  their  Societies 
tintii  this  c<>nclufion,  and  that  correfpondence  fhould 
ttiiiet,  and  after  delrberation,  draiv  up  their  mind  coti- 
eerning  it,  and  what  they  would  have  iri  the  faid  p^pcr. 
And  the  pn^er  being  drawn  up,  it  was  to  be  fent  to  E- 
d^iiburgh  to  our  minifters  that  they  might  revile  the  famcw 
And  they  with  confent,  were  to  appoint  the  time  of  the. 
next  General  Meeting  and  fend  advertifement  thereof, 
irith'  fome  copies  of  the  paper  that  the  Societies  might 
coti&der  it,  and  fend  their  mind  to  the  next  Gcncrat 
Meeting  *. 

A-ccoRDiNG  to  the  appointment  of  the  laft  General 
Meeting  fome  perfons  conveened  at  Douglas y  upon  the 
i6th  of  June,  but  not  all  who  were  acquainted  there- 
with, as  was  defired. 

At  night  Sir  RcAert  Hamilton  came,  and  gave  fome 
reafons  (tirft  verbally,  and  then  in  writing)  why  he  could 
not  accept  of  their  comiuifilon,  the  tenor  of  which  Ihail 
■*tc  here  inlcited^ 


Douglas  J  June  iCihy   1690. 
L       Chriftran  Frienas^ 

jF  rnplHOUGH  I  have  net  freedom  to  accept  of,  or  af--- 
■"    JL      ^^^  "^  your  late  commillion  to  me,  yet  for  the 
.  exoneration  of  my  oi/^^n  confcience  \  tii^  tendon*  fympathy  » 
n  '  .1  owe 

\  Here  they  ngaiQ  rctorn  to  therr  former  prrjtft  fi>r  union. 
skof  itiV  nowftrovQ  but  of  f^fhisa  tc»;?pfcia:  f  i;\-vi^^%\>>i  v^a^ 
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I  (Dwe  you  aU|  the  great  defire  I  Iutc  to  firfe  mHkl 
tlie  Lordy  to  the  utmpft  of  mjjfoqr  csipacitj  f.  ibe  di 
cfteem  and  affe&ioa,  I  hope^  rjuftiy  bcsr  to  muxf  cl 
youy  and  for  the  furdier  Tindicatibii  of  troth^''  iriMtsaW 
led  thereunto,  I  camis  to  the  plact  appoimed  wtmHi^ 
ftandmg  of  bodilj  bulifpoikion,  and  ofiieF  difficultki  ia 
joy  way,  and  gave  fome  reafons  both  of  my  i^fiifing  joqc 
commHBon^  or  of  fitting  with  fome  of  the  pcrf(^  ode^ 
gate,  which^  I  hope  \^iU  'fave  me  firom  the  nuftakesof > 
ny  not  prejudged,  and  e&oner^  and  vindicate  me  at  die 
lunds  o£;dxefe  who,  I  hope  may  be  &lgly  aiming  it  tk 
glory  of  God,  and  labouring  to  tread  again  in  the  goOl 
0ld  paths}  asalfo,  &Te  me  hereafter  from  any  fudnrw 
tie  at  yourliands,  while  matters  are  fo  managed  and  tit* 
Tied  on  bv  you.  For  which  caufes  I  have  ju<^^ed  irjl^ 
bere  to  iniett  the  reafons  of  my  dedmingy  whidi  Mf^ 
in  verbally  to  your  delegates,  which  are  as  faUowedvJ^ ' 

I.   I  cannoi  accept  this  comxniffion/  as  ftttb 
Cicneral  Meeting  being  from  a  inixt  company, 
whom  are  engaged  in,  and  many  aifiive  in.  car 
the  late  courfes^  defection,  a  put  of  which  are 
in  that  Proteftation  I  formerly  gave 'in  vrriting 
Shields  and  Mr.  Ijining,  at  the  Meetings.  . 

^  2.  Becaufe  reftrifted  by  thisr  commtffigli  to  dclSl^ 
ty  papers,  coming  from  meil  of  various  judgnieil% 
and  pra£Uces,  both  as  to  what  is  the  teftimony  of  dn^ 
day,  and  the  dating  and  managing  of  it,  and  foit  is  ibtlr 
t6  expert  a  faithful  teftimohy  to  be  had  from  flatyuy 
them« 

4.  Becaufe  fome  of  thefe  delegated,  are  -not  only  of 
contrary  fentiments,  but  have  been,  and  fiiU  are  a£tive  b 
carrying  on  the  late  defefkions. 

4.  Becaufe  Mefirs  Shields,  Lining  and  Boyd,  are  not: 
included  amongft  thefe  minifters  whofe  defedlions  are  iff 
be  protefted  againft,  while  as  much,  if  net  ractrt,  gakf- 
in  the  late  defeftions  than  they. 

5.  Becaufe  it  is  concluded  that  thefe  forementioned 
men,  were  to  revife  the  protdftation  before  it  be  g^ven  in^ 

6.  Becaufe  there  is  not  due  time  g^ten  to  deliberait 
on  matters  of  fuch  confequence,  neither  to  confult  Got 
29  it,  nor  the  faithful  in  the  land,  nor  bur  own  conici- 
Cnces,  as  to  our  acceffion  in  the  provocation,  fsfc. 

This  being  what  I  fpokc  to  the  delegates. . 
I  am  ycur  real  friend  in  the  Lord^ 

ROBERT  lUMILTON. 


i 


Ah  Accmnt  of  two  Papers^  1696.     44^ 

To  return  again  \  Upon  the  niorrow  more  came,  aha 
ih'efe  wert  the' draughts  of  two  papers  read,^  and  likewife 
fbme  little  papers  from  cdrr'efpondences  containing  €1.^ 
ceptions  againft  many  minifters^  after  fome  debates  and 
deliberation,  there  was  a  fhort  minute  drawn  up  contain** 
Ing  riot  only  fome  of  thbfe  things  whidh  gave  us  ground 
to  withdraw  forinerly  from  many  toinifteirs,  but  alfo 
Vrhait  is  diffatisfying  to  us  in  thdr  praftice  at  prefent,  a 
copy  whereof  foUoweth. 

Some  pairtlcbkrs  which  gaVe  us  groiind  tb  tvltHdraw 
from  xhany  minillers. 

i/7,  Joining  with  Prelacy,  and  hearing  of  Curates*' 
'^rf/y,  Acceptmg  of  indulgences,  and  juftifying  that  prac* 
tice.  3<//y,  Lying  by  from  duty  in  time  of  danger,  and 
atftbigtious  preaching,  hot  difcovering  the  fins  and  fnare^ 
of  the  time.  A^thl'^^  Not  joining  with  the  faithful  minifler)^ 
tfiat  appeared  publicly  fot*  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  but  con-* 
(fcihiling  th eir  endeavoilrs  and  reproached fiifferisrsi  5  thly^ 
Dome  taking  oaths  and  bonds*  6thl^i  ■  Accepting  of^ 
and  addrefliiig  for  the  toleration.  7/A/y,  Owning,  pra^  *i 
Ihi;,  hnd  pleading  for  the  authority  of  tytants,  and  u- 
fnrpers,  and  condemning  thefe  who  did  difown  the 
IQnnei 
■  Some  things  which  are  diflatisfyitig  to  us  dt  prefent. 

I.  Not  confeffing  and  condenming  thefe  above  writ- 
ten defcftiotis.  1.  Not  pleading  for^  nor  mentioning 
0f  thd  eovenilnts,  in  theif  addreffes  to  the  King  and  Par- 
lianient,  that  the  land  hath  broken  them,  and  that  they 
are  yet  binding-  3.  Not  itiinding  people  of  their  form- 
er backflidings.  4.  Admitting  fome  to  be  elders  who 
had  taken  the  teft,  and  are  guilty  of  other  grofs  fcandab* 
<.  Not  preaching  againft:  the  fin  and  fnare  of  finful  af- 
rociation  with  malignants,  and  not  difcovering  the  dan- 
fffer  of  bringing  them  into  judicatories  arid  armies;  6, 
fioX,  fignifying  their  diflike  of  the  King  arid  Queen's  in- 
▼olvement  into  the  fin  and  danger  of  defending  and 
tnaintailling  the  church  of  England.  7.  Admitting,  of 
Icandaloits  perfons  to  the  facraments*  8.  Some  plead- 
ing for  the  keeping  in  of  fome  prclatic  curates.  9.  Or*- 
daining  fome  to  be  minifters  who  had  taken  the  teft.  ■ 

We  ought  aKb  to  fliow  our  diflatisfadnon  with  the  cje- 
fcftivenefs  of  the  adt  eftablifliiiig  tlie  church  govern- 
xnent* 
.  .  K  k  k  It 
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.  It  v^asrefoived  that  copies  of  this  Pajper  fhouU  be 
ihewed  to  correfpondencics  j  and  a  copy  thereof,  witii 
a  Letter  feut  to  Mr*  Alexander  Shields,  deliring  him  to 
draw  the  Paper  (enlarging  the  particulars  in  tlie  minute) 
that  is  to  be  given  in  to  the  minifters*  The  Letter  was 
immediately  written  and  fcnt  to  Mr-  Shields. 

The  next  General  fleeting  was  appointed  at  Dwglas^ 
Augufl  ijth,  1690. 

As  it  was  feared  that  papifts  and  inaKgnants  were  car- 
fying  on  i;  wicked  plot,  which  might  break  out  unexpec- 
tedly, io  the  fame  was  found  true  ;  for  one  of  a  deep 
reach,  and  large  extent,  was  difcovered  in  England,  in 
\vhich  m^ny  of  the  three  kingdoms  were  concerned,  and 
fome  were  fufpeftcd  to  to  have  a  hand  in  it  of  wlH>m  bet- 
ter things  were  expeclcd,  viz.  Some  of  the  club  party, 
who  not  long  before  made  a  great  noife^  The  chief  of 
them,  as,  die  earl  of  Anandale,  lord  Rofs,  (who  goii^ 
\o  London,  was  taken,  and  imprlfoned  in  the  Tova) 
and  Skelmorlie  returned  from  the  Farliamciit,  which  did . 
ixt  till  July. 

.  Several  acts  paft  therein  which  tended  ta  the  (ettlicg 
and  allaying  the  difconteuts  and  complaints,  which  be* 
fore  were  great.  Neverthelcfs  not  a  few  remained,  and 
the  grountl  whereupon  they  were  founded  was  &ot  re- 
moved. But  iiotwith Handing,  the  faid  plot  wof^diico- 
•vered,  and  the  dcHglTs  of  enemies  fruftrated,  and  tbo' 
King  "William  got  a  notable  vicWy  over  King  James  and 
his  cut-throat  Irilhcs  and  Frenches,  in  Ireland,  yet  the 
Highlanders  (accuftomed  to  rob)  brake  out  again  fjxjil- 
ing  and  plundering  in  Monteith,  and  other  places,  which 
alarmed  the  ccnmtry.  To  prevent  which,  it  wss  order- 
ed the  Fcnfible  men  in  the  W<!rft  iliould  rcndcvouzc 
.Whereupon  a  great  number  appeared  in  arms,  and  came 
to  Giafgow,  but  the  rebels  returned.  A>  for  the  Soci^ 
ty  people,  many  of  tlicm  appeared  in  arnjs  alfo,  wilk 
others,  bift  tliis  occalion-cd  lome  del)ate,s  among  them, 
for  though  they  counted  it  their  duty  to  oppofc  the  e- 
.nemy,  yet  they  demurred  t^  ^iilbciate  with  many  of  the 
.country. 

Our  General  Meeting  convccned  at  Dt^uglnsy  Aug-. ft 
13th,  wlicn  it  was  expcch/d  thiit  the  paper  to  be  givdu 
in  to  the  minilters  would  be  ready  to  be  fcen,  b:;t  rlr. 
Shields  be\i\'j  viv  the  Higldand:-,  w::h  the  regiment,  or- 

Cu:i--.icd 
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cafioned  the  hindrance '  of  it  at  this  time,  as  alfatH^ 
printing  of  the  Covenants,  tiJ'r.  as  it  ivas  defired  he 
ihonld  revife  Ijcfmahagow-work  before  it  was  printed.  . 
At  this  time  there  was  aijueftion  ftarted  and  enquir- 
ed particularly  at  all  the  members  of  the  Meetings  viz. 
Whether  they  thought  it  fitted  to  iignify  to  the  miniflefs 
in  that  paper  to  be  given  in  to  them,  that  unlefs  they 
confefled  and  condemned  all  thefe  dcfe^SHons  they  were 
guilty  of,  they  would  not  join  with  them  ;  or  to  leave  if: 
out  ?  The  whole  Meeting,  except  three,  were  for  leav^ 
ing  it  out,  being  defirous  to  know  the  minifters  mind  as 
to  thefe  things,  before  they  pofitively  acquainted  them 
•whether  they  would  join,  or  not :  for  they  thought  al- 
teit  they  were  not  particular  therein,  yet  tliey  could  nqt 
fee  that  thereby  any  obligation  was  laid  upon  them  to  u- 
nite.  Which  ra|>er,  when  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Shields, 
the  Meeting  dellrcd  copies  thereof  to  be  fent  to  Corref- 

.  pendencies,  to  the  end  that  theyinight  fee  and  confider 
thc'fame:  And  fend  their  mind  concerning  it  to  the  next 
General  Meeting. 

The  next  General  Meeting,  was  appointed  to  be  ^t 

■  Jiqiiglas  upon  the  laft  WednefJay  of  September  *• 

Albeit  a  pr.rty  of  the  rebels  were  defeated  in  the 
North,  and  another  near  Cardrofs,  by  a  party  of  Ang- 
us's regiment,  and  fome  horfe  •,  yet  they  appeared  again, 
confiding  for  mod  part  of  horfe,  having  encouragement 
both  from  abroad,  and  at  home.  liowever  not  long  af- 
ter they  all  fcattcrcd.  -       -^ 

The'Parliamcnt  convecncd  again,  but  did  not  dt  long, 
jjcitlier  did  they  much  of  confequencc,  except  laying  on 
fourteen  fliUlings  Scots  upon  every  hearth  in  t)ic  king- 
dom, fave  Jiofpitals,  and  the  houfcs  of  thofe  living  on 
charity.    At  this  many  were  difpleafed. 

After  the  Parliament  rofc  (being  adjourned  to  the 
-aad  of  Otiober)  the  commifllon  of  Parliament  for  forc- 
fiiulteries  and  fines,  did  iit,  as  alfo  the  commilfion  for 
\iiitationof  Univcrlitics,  ^.\  who  putofffcvcral  ofthe 
Kegent.s  and  all  the  Profcllbrs,  doctors,  and  Principals 
of  the  College^)  of  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  and  St.  An- 
lircwb.  ■ 

K  k  k  2  At 

*  The  cliicf  occafioa  o{  tUis  Mctilng  is  difapr>oioed  yet  np 
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At  the  laft  Meeting  this  General  Meeting  was  ajH 
pointed  to  have  been  upon  the  laft  Wcdnefday  of  Sept. 
But  in  regard  Mr.  Shields  being  longer  in  conxing  to 
Edinburgh  than  was  expeded,  there  was  not  time  t- 
iiough  to  draw  up  the  Paper  forefaid,  befprc  the  Meet- 
ing :  So  it  was  thought  fit  to  delay  it  eight  days^  and 
advertifement  hereof  to  be  fcnt  to  the  country  (with  fome 
copies  of  the  Paper)  that  fome  of  our  frieAds  might  meet 
iipon  the  i^  day  of  Of^ober  ^t  Douglas. 

Accordingly  upon  the  faid  day  our  General  Meet- 
ing conveened  at  Dougias.^-^After  prayer,  isfc,  tlus 
^ueftion  was  a  little  agieated,  concerning  hearing  thcfe 
jninifters  who  defend  their  defeftionsy  and  condemn  our 
former  tcftin^ony ;  But  they  could  not  come  to  any  im- 
animous  refoluti'on  about  it.  Wherefore  it  being  bud 
afide,  the  minifters  were  fent  for,  and  came-  in.  Tte 
paper  to  be  given  in  to  the  minifters  was  read :  After 
which  there  were  fome  debatings  whether  or  not  ve 
could  petition  this  enfuing  iGeneral  Aftembly,  fedsg 
^nany  who  would  bo  members,  arc  guilty  of  thefe  thinp 
whereof  we  are  complaining  (fince  this  was  to  fuftam  a 
'  great  part  ofthem  as  judges'in  their  own  caufe,  and  cafe). 
ft  was  ?gifwered  to  this  piyrpofc*,  That  the  conftitution 


"^  As  to  the  conftifutioo  it  hath  been  a/ferted  by  many,  and 
offered  to  be  proyen,  that  the  greater  p;^rt  of  the  conftituent  mem- 
bers were  guilty  of  fuch  fcaodaious  coropliaoces,  i'weariDg  fiofol 
and  perjuroas  oaths,  6r.  as  ths^t  by  the  word  of  God,  and  tie 
a(5i^s  and  conftitutioos  of  this  church,  they  were  obnoxious- to 
church  cenfure.  And  whereas  it  is  faid  they  were  not  pretimit- 
<d,  let  K.  William's  Letter  to  the  AfTembly  dated  i3tb  feb. 
1690.  be  Wcwed,  where  it  is  faid,  Whereas  there  baih  ben 
Iiumble  fupplication  made  to  us  by  feveral  minifters,  who  lately 
fenred  under  Epifcopacy,  we  have  ihoup;bi  good  io  (igmfyoor 
pleafure  to  you,  that  you  make  no  diftirdtion  of  men,  otherwife 
well  qaaliiied  for  the  miniftry,  who  are  willing  to  join  with  yso. 
in  acknowledgment  of,  and  fubmiiHon  to  the  government  of 

gurch  and  ftate,  though  they  have  formerly  conformed  to  the 
V  introducing  Epifcopacy,  and  that  ye  give  them  no  difiorb- 
anee  for  that  caufe,  or  upcn  that  head.  And  it  is  our  pleafore, 
that  until  we  give  our  Turiher  dircfrion,  youproceed  to  no  pro* 
ccfs»  ire.  and  in  another  Letter,  dated  June  ijth,  1691,  be 
ihcwB  that  they  bad  fufficiently  underdood  his  intentions,  by 
their  uqaniniouis  inclinationft,  to  unite  with  foch  of  the  c!'r0 
who  have  ferved  under  Epifcopacy,  excepting  that  neither  they 
Bor  any  church  meeting  do  meddle  in  any  orocefs,  or  bafioefs 
that  may  conctin  \V\t^v\T^\ts^QV)L|t  of  the  Epifbopal  nuniRtn. 
If  thia  was  not  1  tQasAle&  ^l&\Ga)X)^v^  ^\,  ^^^  CJSyoibiits  rKc 
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pf  the  General  Aflembly  was  right,  and  the  members 
»o  way  prelimited,  and  when  fo,  we  might  prefent  our 
grievances  to  them,  defiring  that  they  would  acknow- 
ledge and  condemn  defed^ions  j  and  though  many  of 
them  were  guilty  of  thefe  things  we  complained  of,  yet 
all  were  not.  But  if  we  fhould  not  giye  in  this  paper  to  ' 
them,  what  way  could  we  keep  up  a  teftirpony  againft 
thefe  defcdions  ? 

The  paper  (or  petition)  being  read  over  again,  and 
feverp.l  things  helped  in  it,  and  fomewhat  added  there- 
unto, thereafter  this  concluflon  was  agreed  unto.  That 
copies  of  the  iame  fliould  be  written  and  fent  to  the  cor- 
reipondencies,  who  might  confider  it,  and  fend  two  %ssr 
three,  or  as  many  of  their  number  as  they  thought  fit, 
to  Edinburgh^  againft  the  2 1  tc  of  OBoher^  with  power 
from  them  to  fubfcribe  in  their  name  if  they  agreed 
dnerewith,  fome  of  whom  might  be  then  and  there  coa- 
defcended  upon  to  prefent  it  to  the  Aflembly,  having  a 
commiiBon  from  the  reft  for  that  eflF^.  " 

Likewife  thefe  perfons  who  were  to  meet  at  Edin- 
'burgh,  were  to  appqint  tli^  time  pf  the  next  Qeneral 
Meeting, 

It  was  defired  that  the  14th  of  this  inftant  Iha^ld  bjC 
pbferved  by  our  focieties  a  day  of  prayqp  and  fupplica- 
fion,  that  we  may  be  dircfted  aright  in  managu\g  this 
paper  above  mentioned  \  as  alfp,  upon  the  account  of 
the  General  Aflembly. 

According  to  thq  conclufion  agreed  upon  at  the 

•  Jaft  General  Meeting,  fome  peribns  from  feveral  corref- 
pondencies  met  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the  2lft  oiQBolftr'9 
but  in  regard  all  were  not  come  who  were  expefted,  and 
that  fome  vyer«  fo^r  adding  fomevrhat  to  the  paper,  a- 

•  bout  which  they  were  met  ;  nothing  w.as  done  that  d^y 
lave  the  reading  of  it,  and  appointing  tp  meet  ne3^tmor-» 
rang  at  8  o'clock. 

Upon  the  22d  of  OBober^  (more  perfons  being  thca 
come,  but   npi^e  fi^om  the  ncthei-ward  of  Clydcfdale, 

^beit 

reader  may  jindge.  Accordbply  the  Aflembly  was  obedientMo 
the  j-oyal  nuodate*  as  appcart  by  the  letter  prefsnred  to  tfacfxi 
by  Mr.  J.  Uw  arid  Mr.  D.  Blair,— fo  as  that  \ht^t  were  l»Utt- 
d^cdf  of  incfc  old  abjured,  perjured,  cnoneou«,  fcand-tlou*, 
Cpilcopal  Curates  coaciDoedio  the  peaceitble  pofTdionof  <;hur« 
•  civet  aiid  fti^cndt,  wirbouc  any  evidence  o^  Uuvt  t^^ttXASSS.. 
So:  Mr-  Cl4rkfQa*§  pUiarutooh  P-'^3*» 1^» 
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albeit  two  vrere  chofen  for  that  effeft)  all  being  met, 
fonac  words  were  altered  in  the  paper,  ant'  feme  added 
thereto,  as  was  defired,  and  fo  was  agreed  tipon  to  be 
written  for  fubfcribing  againft  the  next  day.  Uix>n  the 
ijd  of  04f?«>^^r,. after  reading  it  again,  it  was  fubfcrib- 
cd  by  fevcral  hands  in  the  name  pf  many  others.   . 

After  fubfcribing  of  this  .  paper,  five  men,  vlx,  Tho- 
mas Latimer,  James  Muir,  William  Swanfton,  WiUiani 
Wooilburn  and  Robert  CoTvan  were  chofen  in  name  of 
the  reft  to  prefent  it  to  the  Aflembly,  to  defire  an  an- 
fwcr,  and  to  ufe  diligence  therein,  of  which  theyvveie 
to  give  an  account  :  But  in  refpe<it  it  might  be  enquircil 
at  them,  If  they  had  any  commiflion  from  their  friends 
for  what  they  did,  it  v/as  thought  neceffary  to  write  a 
line  directed  to  them  ;  which  was  prefcntjy  done,  the 
tenor  of  which  follows. 

Jo  Tho.   Latimer^    .Z'''"*  ^^M^j  JP'm.    ^warrfiom^  Wm, 
IVoodbuni  and  Robert  Ccwau^ 
• 
Chnfltan  nficT  ajfurcd  Friends^ 

BEING  confident  of  your  care  and  diligence,  wt 
hereby  intrull  you  with  the  delivering  and  prefent* 
ing  of  this  paper,  containing  the  complaints  of  many '  I 
Prefbytcrian  people  in  feveral  fliires  of  Scotland  to  the 
reverend  Ailembly  •,  earneilly  defiring  you  to  folicit  tbera 
that  they  would  be  plcaied  to  vouchfafe  you  an  anfwor  to 
the  fame.     Subfcribed  bv 

Wm.    SPENCE, 

Albeit  ifc  was  much  defired  tl»at  the  paper,  with  all 
pofiiblc  diligence  fhould  be  given  in  to  the  AlTcmbiy, 
yet  it  was  thought  fit  to  delay  the  fame,  until  it  was 
known  what  was  done  with  the  paper  given  in  to  them 
by  Meffrs.  Lining,  Shields  imd  Boyd.  'Jlie  ijTue  of 
which  bufinefs,  with  the  way  of  managing  it  is  noi 
proper  here  to  relate,  an  account  thereof  being  alreacW 
publiihed  ;  nevcrtlielel's  it  is  not  unfui tabic  to  mention 
this,  That  it  was  very  offcnfivc  to  riiany,  that  the  M* 
fembly  by  a  vote  refuled  to  read  the  paper  given  in  t») 
them  by  the  forefaid  miniiters,  (after  hearing  the  rea- 
fons  by  the  committee  of  overtures  why  it  fliould  notbi 
read,  v/hich  indirealy  condemned  it  before  the  far: :  w?.s 
heard)  elpccially  tlie  perfons  intrulted  with  the  fubfcrib- 
ing andm^ivuv^gifch^  laid  paper  and  fome  others,  were 
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fo  offendecl,  that  they  thought  it  fit  to  fliew  their  difla-* 
tisfaQipn  therewith  to  the  AiTembly,  yet  riot  in  an  ir- 
ritating manner,  but  with  all  due  rcl'pect. 

Whereupon  a  paper  was  drawn  up  and  fubfcribed  by 
the  five  men  before-named ;  a  true  copy  whereof  foi- 
loweth  1 


Ui  the  Moderator  and  remanent  7nemhers  of  thh  General 
Aflembly. 

Right.  Reverend  and  HonoUrahle^ 

BEING  intruded  by  our  friends  with  the  delivering 
to  this  reverend  AiTembly  of  a  paper  containing 
^he  complaints  of  many  Prcfbyterian  people  in  fevcral 
fliires  of  Scotland,  we  have  taken  thia  opportunity  6t 
.  prefqntlng  the  fame,  humbly  (yet  earneftly)  befeeching 
yon  would  be  pleafed  to  take  notice  thereof* 

We  are  indeed  loath  to  trouble  you,  as  knowing  you 
have  greiUiand  weighty  affairs  to  take  up  your  time  ;  yet 
we  hope  your  wifdom  will  fee.fuch  a  rtecelTity  of  hearing 
.the  complaints  of  a  poor  people,  longing  for,  and  de- 
jirous  of  peace,  concord  and  union  in  the  Lord,  as  to 
move  you  to  a  diveriion  for  a  little,  and  take  fo.me  con* 
fidcration  of  wliat  they  have  to  fay. 

I.  .    '  •  ,      •  • 

.  Right  Reverend^  The  in-giving  .of  it  was  delayed  tm* 
til  theadjufting  of  tjiat  bulinefs  of  Melirs.  Thomas  Li- 
ning, Alexitndcr  .Shields  and  William  Boyd  ;  the  ilTue  of 
.which  we  expected  fhould  have  tended  much  to  the  heal- 
ing of  the  breach  and  compoiing  'of  differeiices.  Due 
with  all  due  rcfpecl  and  reverence,  we  humbly  conceive 
X\\aX.  we  have  gotten  one  complaint  added  to  thcfe  we  had 
formerly,  v:z,  your  not  only  refufing  to  read  the  rcpre- 
fentation  given  in  by  Mr.  Lining,  Mr.  Shields,  ir*t'.  but 
the  voting  in  Alfcnibly  not  to  read  it  ;  bvcanie  (they 
fi^y)  it  doth  contain  grofs  miftakes,  unreafonable  and  ini^ 
practicable  propoi'als,  and  uncharitable  and  injurious  re- 
flections upon  godly  luinii^ers,  teri«ling  rather  to  kindle 
contentions  thiin  10  compoie  diviiioas.  By  the  nientton- 
ingoftliis,  we  deli;j;n  neither  irritation  nor  reilection  *, 
but  ingenuoufly  to  lay  ojhju  before  yoii  what  grieves  a*'", 
in  order  to  ^ci  the  fame  i'cmovt  J.     Again  humbly  bu- 
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leeching  that  you  will  hear  thefame,  aha^;raxit  a{a\bdA 
rahle  anfwer^  which  i6  expe<5ti:d  bjr 

THOMAS  LATIMER; 

JAMES  MUIR. 

Wm;  SWANSTON. 

Wm:  WOODBURNi 

ROBt*  GOWAN. 

llcre  follows  the  larger  paper  as  written  by  Mr.  Shields^ 
%xA  corrected  and  agreed  upon  by  many  of  Uie  focietid. 

To  the  Moderator y  and  remanent  members  of  this  reverend 
General  Aflembly.-^aTA^  conipldiHis  dm  huMIe  Petiti* 
tn  of  many  Prejbyterian  people y  living  infeveral  Jbirts^ 
Scotland; 

SEEING  tlie  L6rd  in  the  HcTies  6f  his  injRhite  tiier* 
cy  iiVherein  he  hath  abounded  to  this  generatiooi 
in  the  late  revolution  of  providence,  far  beyond  ^  poT- 
fitde  acknowledgments!  hath  been  pleafed  to  grant  2t 
length  this  long-wanting,  and  long-^ifliedfoi*  privilege  of 
fedng  a  free  General  A&riibly  of  Prefbyterian  mmifters 
gathered  and  fenced  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jdiis  \ 
we  carinot,  and  muft  not  omit  this  o{>poi>tiihity  of  apply' 
ing  ourfelves  thereunto  for  a  redf  efs  of  thefe  many  grie- 
vances under  which  we  have  groaned  thefe  Inany  years. 
The  chiefeft,  bittereft,  and  nloft  burdenfom  of  which, 
(though  we  have  not  wanted  our  fhare  of  other  burdcof 
very  heavy)  hath  been,  and  yet  remains  to  be,  ei^eh  in  this 
plenty,  our  fcafcity  and  famine  of  gofpel-ordinanccs^ 
wherein  we  have  knguifhed  of  a  long  time,  fighing  over 
our  filent  Sabbaths,  as  flieep  fcattei'ed  without  a  ftiep- 
herd,  fainting  for  btmger  at  the  head  of  eVeiy  ftreer, 
and  panting  after  the  green  paftures  and  pleafant  water- 
brooks  of  the  preached  gofpel :  And  yet  fcarred,  and 
made  to  fli^nd  aloof  from  it  by  the  ftumblings,  tentation?, 
defections  and  divifions  of  tlxefe  unhappy  times  paft  i 
which  as  it  hath  been  ourgreatert  forrow,ib  no  comfort 
on  this  fide  heaven  could  be  fo  delireable  as  to  re-enjoT 
and  recover  again  accefs  with  clean^efs  to  pure  and  power- 
ful gofpel-ordinnnce*?,  vvitl>out  which  we  ihall  never  have 
a  pleafant  day,  in  the  greateA:  abundance  of  all  our  out- 
Wiird  peace. 

It  was,  right  reverend^  a  reproach  heavy  to  bear,  that 
we  were  called  de^ piiers  of  the  goipei  and  of  the  miniftnr 

thereof, 
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tWcof,  which  yet,  fo  far  as  we  had  dlearAcfs  aiitf  sfc-i 
ceft,  ve  fought  after  a«d  foitowed  even  upon  the  hazard 
of  oar  lives,  fo  that  no  terror  of  perfecutofs  fcould  hin- 
der ttefrom  the  pUrfuk  of  it.     And  nothmg  nwved  U5  to* 
>*»rtbdraTV  from  shefe  ftiinijftefs  >^ho  counted  themfelve* 
rejected  bjr  lis^  but  their  lad  mvolveiJi«nts  in  the  defec-*^ 
.  tioiis  of  the  late  defiliiig  time^  feeing  rat^  othef  way  left 
us  in  that  brorken  frate  of  keeping  up  a  teftimony  againfV 
the  fame,  or  to  free  ourfelves  from  partaking  Jft  the  ^\r\ 
thereof,-  but  abftra^iicJH  v— whi^h  we  n^Vcr  looofeed  upoij 
as  fcparation  from  the  reformed,  Covenanted  church  oJF' 
Scotlandy  (as  is  more  fwlly  fliewed  in'  our  InfinnoUrf 
Vindurtrtkriy  which  we  houioldgate)  but  only  from  thtJ- 
d€fc£^ions  of  many  of  her  members  \  for  fcihifm  ever  was 
and   is  equally  hateful  to  tis,  a«  finfiil  usion*     And  wc- 
arci  and  were  always  moft  wilting  to  joiii  agaiillri  terms 
pleaiing  to  the  Lord,  edifyhig  t6  flic  church,  and  fatis* 
lying  to  our  confciencss.     We  arc  tuQ^  for  impofing 
terms  or   prefcribing  rules  to  minilters,  rtiore  than  wrf 
are  to  be  impofed  upott  and  led  by  them  \  yet  feeing 
people  are  allowed  of  th^  Lord  fometimes  in  fobifietv  to 
iay  to  Archippus,  Take  heed  to  the  mwtfiry  which  thdnhaft' 
received  in  the  Lof*dy  ami  fulfil  ii.     And  when  oStAtts  are 
given   by  miniilers,  it  is  people*s  privilege  to  pledd  for 
the  removing  of  tlj^em  in  a  Chriftian  way,  to  th€  fatrsfac-* 
tion  of  the  olfendcd  pirty.     We  humbly  conceive,  lii  or-* 
der.tb  the  removal  of  thsfe  many  bffences  given  and  ta- 
ken in  this  our  d^y,  in  or Jsr  to  our  comfortable  recon- 
ciliation together,  and  that  We  may  be  reconciled  to  the 
Lord  and  his  wrath  turned  away,  that  confefling,  fbr- 
faking  and  condemning  tlie  courfes  that  have  been  fo  oi* 
fenUve,  is  vc^y  ftecelfary  ;  and  feeing  a  door  h  opened^ 
whereby  ye  have  accefs  and-  capacity  to  buiW  ancl  cleanfc 
the   temple  of  ihe  Lord -of  tkcfc  filthinelTcs  wherewith 
in   the  time  paft  it  hath  been  defiled,  and  removing 
'  Ihefc  ftumbiiiij^*bloGks  which  haveoffended  the  Confcien- 
CCS  of  many  tender  ferioos  p«opie---Th'ereforc,  in  all  hu- 
mility and  revcrcrAce,  we  tmvll  take  the  freedom  to  rejMre- 
lent  to  this  revd.  Affewikly,  in  &•  few  particulars,  whaG 
thietly  hath  hmnbkd  ws,  and  octafioncd  our  withdraw- 
ing from  many  miniuers  of  this  church,  which  we  can- 
not omit  to  complain  of,  and  proteftagainft, -neithetde- 
figning  heitby  to  irriti^te,  or  lay  the  fauks  of  any  open  ta 
the  world,  nor  to  plead  our   own  innocence,  but  defiri 
ing   to  ackuawkdge  our  d^ep  accsfUoft  aifo  to  the  fins 
L  I  1  niViV^V^ 


450   .  APAitiinAtTiht  Afftnitf^  i^^    ' 

1^  church  and  kingdom:  %  .^nd.  ih^^the  it;membering  of 
them  may  help  hs  aU  to  the  fight  and  lenfe  of  diefe  fins, 
— ^hatwe  sn?y  mourn fof  them  and  teftify  againft  them^ 
and  to  ihew  our  defire  of  having  peace  and  troth,  uni*' 
ty  and  order  among  all  the  lovers  of  Zion>  fettled  upon 
•  a  folid  £Dundation|<— ^nd  communion  in  ordinances  re^ 
ftored  to  us,  who  have  been  long  driven  away  from  that 
benefit  by  thefe  offences. 

Asitwa^nota  little  affecting  to  bdiold,  fo  it  is  tm 
pleafure  to  remember,  that  when  Prelacy,  (condemned 
in  the  word  of  Cod  and  abjured  by  our  covenants)  wat 
eftahliihedy  many  ininifters  did  hear  and  join  wkk  thefe 
perjured  hirelings  and  intruders,  yea,  and  perfuaded  o- 
thers  to  the  lULe  practice  \  whereby  their  hands  were 
firengthened,  and  msmyof  the  godly  were  ftumbled.-^ 
We  are  grieved  that  this  joining  and  complying  thde** 
with  is  not  yet  condenuied,  nor  the  practice  of  thofe  wha 
withdrew,  approved^ 

As  it  was  no  fmall  grief  o^  heart  to  fee.the  fupremacj 
which  belongs  only  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  King  and  Head 
of  his  church,  given  away  to  a'mlferable.  Haortal,  and 
fettled  upon  him  by  laws  ;.  fo  it  was  an  augmentation  of 
our  fbnrow  to  fee  an  indulgence  flowing  therefrom,  clog* 
ged  with  reftriftions  very  prejudicial  to  the  honour  ami 
freedom  of  Chrifl^s  ambaiTadors,  embraced  by  feveral 
miaifters,andjuftified  by  others,  which  did  much  ftrcng- 
then  thefe  wicked  ufurpations  on  our  Lord's  crown- 
rights  and  his  church's  liberties,  and. gave  great  occafi- 
on  of  offen£e  and  contention  among  the  Lord's  people 
in  this  land  \ — the  fin  whereof  is  not  confefled  and  con- 
demned ;  the  dokig  whereof,  we  arc  perfuaded,  would  be 
irery  contributive  to  the  turning  away  of  the  Lord's  an- 
ger, and  fatisfying  all  offended. 

It  was  very  offenfive  .  to  us,  when  many  fnarcs  and 
temptations  were  going  through  the  land,  that  then 
many  minifters  wbp  fhould  have pr^a^hed  in  feafon  and-, 
out  of  feafen,  and  when  no,  difpenfation  could  difcbar£C 
them  from  that  neceffary  duty,  rfid  not  fet  the  trumpet 
to  their  mouth  to  give  faithful  warning  in  times  of  fiich 
danger,  as  became  watchmen;  but  though  often  called 
to  preach  in  the  country,  did  either  faintly  leave  tks  iandy 
or  lurked  and  lay  by  in  the  land,  and  otlicrs  when  they 
preached,  either  did  not  apply  their  dodtrine  to  the 
times,  (b  as  we  might  take  it  up,  or  wcr^  ambiguous  in 
;  their 
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t!har  ipt>lication  of  ibHAf  do^ae  to  the  dangers  of  tlie 
times  9  vherebf  many  trere  left  to  perifh  in  their  iniqiii* 
ty,  and  the  hands  of  thcfc  who  were  endeavouring  to  keep 
clean  garments  were  not  ftrengthened.  Yea,  it  was  ve- 
ry offenfive  to  fee  the  pradice  of  fonic  miiliftcrs,  who 
inftead  of  ftrengthening  their  hands  who  were  at  that 
time  moft  zealoufly  appearing  and  contending  for  the 
intereft  and  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  joining  with,  counte- 
nancing or  encouraging  the  minifters  who  were  valiant 
for  the  truth,  and  jeoparded  their  lives  in  the  high  pla- 
ces of  the  fields  for  the  f  eft imony  of  Chrift,  did  con- 
demn their  laudable  endeavours,  and  reproached  them 
and  their  actings  and  fufferings,  both  at  home  and  a-« 
broad, 

More  efpecially  it  was  fad  and  humbling  to  us,  when 
many  mifchiefs  were  framed  into  laws  by  a  throne  of  ini- 
quity, when  many  wicked  oaths  and  bonds  (cbntrai^y  to 
the  Word  of  God  and  our  national  covenants)  wcreimpo- 
icd,  and  when  many  were  required  upon  pain  of  death 
to  awn  the  authority  off  and  acknowledge  allegiance  to  ty 
rants  and  ufurpers  as  our  lawful  magiftrates  whom  God 
had  fet  over  us  as  his  minifters  of  juftice;  that  then  ma- 
ny minifters  did  comply  with  thefc  wicked  laws,  ahii 
taught  the  people  to  obey  them,  and  fome  did  take  and 
fubfcribe  thefe  oaths  aftd  bonds  themfelves,  attd  per- 
fuaded  people  tp  take  them,  and  not  only  owned  and  ac» 
hnowledged  allegiance  to  thefe  tyrants  and  ufurpers,  pray- 
ed for  them  and  their  government,  and  pleaded  for  the 
lawfulnefs  of  their  authority,  yea  fome  prayed  for  the 
pretended  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  inftead  of  fympathiz- 
mg  with  the  fufierings  of  thofe  that  could  not  in  confci- 
ence  own  that  authority,  condemned  and  inveighed  a- 
gainft  them  as  fools,  and  dying  in  an  error: — ^We'wifli 
that  fuch  untender  carriage  to\vards  confcientious  fuffc- 
rcrs  were  refented,  and  the  heads  and  caufes  upon  which 
}^\G,{t  reproached  martyrs  and  confeflbrs  fuflered,  wei^ 
'  approven' and  juftified. 

It  was  very  burdenfom  to  our  confciences,  that  a  Po- 
pifli  toleration  defigned  to  introduce  Popery  into  this 
land  again,  granted  by  K.  Jamesjfrbm  his  abfolute  pow- 
er which  he  blafphemoufly  arrogated  to  himfelf,  and 
whereby  he  prelumed  to  (top  the  penal  laws  againft  Pa- 
pi  fts,  and  clogged  with  many  limitations,  was-embVacctt 
by  many  Preibyterian  minifters,  and  addrcffed  f6r  tq 
that  Popifh  uivirper  in  name  of  all :  Which  many 'dftfcc 
L  1  1  :;  ^q4^^ 
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j^d]f  «f  4bc  )fin4  V>pked  upon  with. weeping  ejr^.  ;s  %  hA 
ftqpc^flcfcftioji  feopi  the  'wooted  zcal^  die /miniftcrs 
of  SqQtl^ud.  The  Au  wd  fcaiSfbl  of  this4pou]ri£  U  evi- 
dent in  a  teftimopy  giViW  ia  ag?'ipA  the  £i03ue-by  {bme 
fninifters  which  w.e  here  p^n*  ypt  npw^-^hough  thjc 
wicked  pow€;;r  it  flowed  itov^  he  removetji^  !«re  canjcot 
think  theiln  aaid  fcaudal  of  it  is  taken  ^way,  fo  )oi)g  as 
the  fame  is  not  confeifed,  mourned  oTcr,  and  condeuv- 
ped. 

The  condemning  of  all  theft  xroyrfes  of  compliance 
jind  defection  woylU  not  onJy  he  ajs  a  beacon  fct  yp  to 
hinder  the  following  generations  from  fplitting  on  fuch 
dangerous  rocks  5  but  alfo  will  a)a^e  our  uniting  with 
thofe  (which  we  long  for)  cordial  and  comfortable. 

We  are  alfo  diffatisfted  and  offended  at  fevcr.1l  tilings 
Ht  prefent.— Tl^  praftice  of  theft  miniftcrs  continues  ta 
be  v-ery  oftenCv^  and  ftunxbling,  who  inftead  of  conkf- 
iing  and  oHvdeinAJng  thefe  defe^pas,  and  miruliug  the 
people  .of  theijT  fcriner  bac(^flidingS|  and  difcovering  the 
.£ns  of  the  late  times  that  were  many  and  heinous^  tjO  the 
end  that  they  may  be  induced  to  mourn  over  them,  and 
turn  to  th^  Lord  ;  do  yet  continue  10  defend  and  hide 
their,  iin,  and  thereby  harden  others  in  impenitency  : 
So  that  the  wrongs  done  to  Chriil  are  like  to  be  forgot- 
<cn,  and  few  are  Uke  to  be  brpught  from  the  evil  of  their 
^v  ays  by  a  real  repentance. 

We  are  alfo  n^uch  difcouraged  and  difllitisficd,  that 
the //a/<^i//i/ and  the  Solemn  Leag;:§  ani  Covenants  have 
not  only  not  been  renewed,  but  not  mentioned  by  ma- 
ny \  the  affront  done  to  them>  and  iheir  binUing  force 
not  declared,  but  like  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  And 
more  ei'pecially,  it  was  wounding  to  us  to  hear,  that 
when  opportunity  was,  ai^d  accefs  to  addrefs  the  King 
'AiiA  Parliament,  the  mentioning  of  thtfe  iblemn  cove- 
nants was  omitted.  And  iince  the  King  and  Queen  were 
udvanccd  to  the  throne,  we  fear  that  inch  faithfuliiers 
vjid  fi'cedom  hath  not  been  ufed  as  was  wont  to  be  iu  for- 
^ler  times,  to  warn  and  admoniih  their  M^ijeffies  of  the 
fins  4n4  fnarcs  of  the  throne?,  to  beware  of  evil  counfel- 
Jors,  and  uf  the  guilt  and  danger  of  tampering  with, 
and  natronizing  Prelacy  in  England  and  Ireland,  nor 
to  diicover  and  declare  to  them  and  the  parliament,  the 
<in  and  danger  of  bringing  into,  ami  keeping  in  places  !of 
pow«a-andtruff,  in  judicatories  and  armies,  per fonsWlio 
Hfc  J^u>wn  mali^anits^  enemies  to  truth  ai^d''^jodrvveCs 

^dL 
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anJ  to  <tb§ir  prefent  tntecft,.  tw  feithiiil  mirxifters  in  for- 
jncf  tjfpejl  ui^d  to  witness  agsioft  &ch  fin&A  ^Sbciationsi 
Andpftfr  ^11  this  is  corkf  tcpoHtisfor  our  evildceds^  ond 
haye  gotfen  fych.a  ddiyqiancff  as  tliis,  if  again  his  com- 
mandments bcbrdccnby  joifrittg  maffinitf  with  ti^c  pc30* 
pic  of:th^ft  abominariouls,  it  jvUJie' moire  tlian  ever  dan- 
ger o«5  both  itQ  kk)g  and  k'mgiom. 

Lik^wifej  V|?jcaJ!mot.  conceal  our  fbrrow,  that  the 
great  and  glorious  aittainmcnts,  betwixt  the  year  1638, 
and  1649.  bdi^tig.'J'ears  of'thc  rig^^t  hand  of  the  Moft 
High,  m.^Yhich  wc  i^ere  bron^t  under  the  reneiR'ed 
bond  of  Sol<3ma. Covenants,. are  not  rcviyed,.  nor  any 
honourable  iwp ntion  made  of  them,  in  any  of  the  acts  €• 
ft.ibliih.ipg  the  privileges  of  the  chuEch,  which  we  think 
a  lofing  of  the  gfbund  which  our  fathers  gained,  Wc 
do  not  fay  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  minifters  to  rc- 
drefs  this, — yet  we  jconceivc,  the  pleading  for  the  full  of 
thi?,  iii  their  ^ddrefi.'  >,  was  not  above  their  power,  and 
that  ithcyfliQuld  have  iigniiSicd  their  diflatisfa<aion  at  the 
want  thercofi^— -So  in  our  pdor  juilgments,  we  think,  in 
all  eilablKhments  of  religion,  and  religious  rights  in  a 
land,  redpeift  is  always  to  be  iiad  to  the  pattern  and  rule 
of  God's  revealed  will  in  his  word,,  and  not  to  the  in* 
clination$  of  men,  and  their  worldly  politicks. 

It  is  alfo  very  dii'conraging  and  offenfive,  and  we  can-% 
not  but  complain  of  it,  that  now  when  there  is  an  op^ 
portunzty  to  purge  the  church  from  thefe  corruptions 
therewith  Ihe  hath  been  long  peftercd  and  plagued: 
Yet  (though  Prelacy  be  abolifhed  by  the  ftate,  and  ma- 
ny Curates  put  away,  fome  one  way,  fome  another)  wc 
hear  of  none  cenfured,  and  removed  for  prelacy,  perju- 
ry, and  intrulion,  and  fome  minifters  arc  alfo  pleading 
for  keeping  them  in,  upon  carnal  2ttid  politic  ground*^ 
who  wc  fear  may  afterwards  do  more  mifchicf,  than  the 
good  now  pretended  can  countervail :  And  that  if  this 
occaiion  be  loft,  of  purging  the  church  of  infufficient, 
corrupt,  and  Icandulous  officers  of  all  forts,  efpecially  of 
prelatick  Curates,  and  of  planting  it  with  godly  and 
faithful  minifters,  we  may  all  repent  of  it  too  late. 

More  efpecially,  it  is  very  tumbling  and  olTentive  to 
i!s,  that  albert  there  be  an  opportunity,  without  fear  and 
danger,  to  exercife  difcipline  impartially  and  faithfully  ; 
yet  fome  who  have  formerly  taken  the  abominable  Tell, 
and  are  guilty  of  other  grofs  fcandals,  arc  admitted  to  be 
oificcr^j  of  the  church,  fome  tq  be  mii\vft;ixs,  ;vxv^  \ovc«.. 
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'  to  be  ciders,  and  many  guilty  of  very  grofs  degrees  of 
compliance,  are  admitted  to  the  facraments,  without  a- 
ny  public  acknowledgment  of  their  offences,  whereby 
they  and  others  are  hardened,  and  many  of  the  godly 
ftumUed,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  church. 

To  conclude.  Right  Reverend,  we  expeft,  and  intreat 
that  ye  will  not  be  offended  at  our  freedom  in  what  we 
here  reprefent  ;  but  our  meaning  and  end  bemg  to  have 
differences  fatisfyingly  removed,  will  move  ypu  to  put  a 
fovourable  conftruftion  thereupon.— But  thb'  we  Ihoiild 
be  condemned  and  cicnfured  with  the  greateft  feverity, 
wcmuftfeek,  we  muft  cry.  for  the  removing  of  thefe 
ilumbling  blocks,  and  condemning  thefe  courfes,  which 
have  doskc  our  Lord  Jefus  fo  much  wrong,  and  his  chiU 
dren  fo  much  hurt,  in  their  ftanding  in  the  way  of  their 
cotofortablc  communion  with  the  church :  Let  the  fa- 
milhing  ftarving  cafe  of  our  fouls,  thro'the  want  of  the 
Meffed  gofpel,  and  our  hungering  to  hear  it  preached  by 
you>  prevail  with  you  to.confider  our  complaints,  and  let 
the  wounds  of  our  bleeding  mother,  panting  to  be  heal- 
ed by  the  hand  of  the  tender  phyfician  have  weight 
with  you,  not  to  flight  or  defpife  our  defires ;  But  if  ye 
(hall  Ihut  your  eyes,  and  ears  at  them,  then  we  know  no 
other  remedy  left  us,  but  to  complain,  ^  and  proteft  unto 
judicatories,  and  cry,  figh,  and  groan  to  the  Father  of 
mercies:,  who  is  tender  of  ciU  his  little  ones,  and  is  the 
hearer  of  prayer,  that  he  may  fee  to  it,  and  heal  our 
backflidings,  and  breaches  in  his  own  time  and  way,  and 
not  lay  it  to  our  charge,  that  ye  have  had  fo  little  regard 
to  the  ftumbling  and  faddening  of  fo  many  of  his  poor 
broken,  bruifed  and  fcattered  fhecp,  and  that  ye  liave 
hot  had  greater  care  to  ftrengthen  th«5  difeafed,  and  to 
heal  that  which  was  fick,  and  to  bind  up  that  which  was 
broken,  and  to  bring  again  that  which  was  driven  away  \ 
and  to  feck  that  which  was  lofl. 

Upon  Tuefday,  Oftobcr  28th,  The  five  men,  fore- 
faid,  went  into  the  New-kirk ^  in  order  to  get  theft 
papers  delivered  in  to  the  Commitee  of  Overtures  then 
fitting,  that  by  them  the  fame  might  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  whole  Affembly,  where  meeting  with  two  minifters, 
Mr.  John  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Forbes,  with  whom 
they  had  fome  conference  concerning  the  papers  they 
•were  entrufted  to  deliver.  Mr.  Alexander  Forbes -told 
thim,  that  before  they  could  expeft  to  have  a  hearing, 

they 
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they  behoved  to  ftrbfcribe  a  fubmiffion  to  the  church* 
To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  being  come  there,  not  in 
their  owii  name,  but  ini  the  n£ime  of  many  others,  from 
whom  they  had  a  commiffion  only  to  prefent  to  the  Af* 
fembly  two  papers,  and  to  get  their  anfwer  thei:eto  ;  fo 
they  could  not  anfwer  what  was  propofcd,- 

He  replied,  feeing  they  had  no  power  to  do  that,  or 
any  fuch  like  thing  that  might  be  thou.ght  expedient, 
there  could  not  be  a  commitee  appointed  to  treat  with 
them  about  their  papers.  But  Mr.  Stuart  iaid  they  would 
go  in  to  the  commhec  (whereof  they  were  members)  and 
if  conveniency  allowed  would  acquaint  them  of  it  j  ac- 
cordingly they  having  informed  the  commitee  thereof^ 
who  nominate  two  mincers,  viz.  Mr.  Gabriel  Semple, 
and  Mr.  James  Frazer,  with  a  ruling  elder,  the  laird  oiF 
Glanderftoun,  to  confer  with  the  men,  who  immediate- 
ly came  out,  and  went  with  the  men  to  a  comer  of  the 
kirk,  where  Mr.  Lining  and  Mr.  Shields  came  alfo.  Mr. 
Shields  being  defired,  read  firft  the  fhort  paper.  After 
hearing  of  it,  they  (aid  there  was  no  reafon  to  complain 
of  what  it  did,  feeing  our  minlfters  were  tenderly  deak 
with,  for  notwithftanding  Jkheir  p^per  to  the  AiTembly 
was  long,  yet  the  commitee  had  the  patience  XX3  hear  it, 
and  the  reafon  wherefore  it  was  not  read  in  open  Aflem- 
bly,  was,  that  if  the  fame  had  been  done,  fevcral  mem- 
bers of  the  Aflembly  would  have  rifcn  in  a*  heat  at  it, 
and  likcwlfc  there  were  many  Gilli-Crankic  blades  wait- 
ing on,  who  if  they  had  heard  any  thing  like  a  debate  in 
the  Airembly,  would  have  prefently  fpread  it  abroad  that 
the  Aflembly  were  all  by  the  ears  amongii:  themfelves. 

Next  the  long  paper  was  read,  which  being  done,  the 
fire  men  were  defired  to  go  afide  a  little  untd  the  mini- 
sters and  elder  had  fpoken  axnong  themfelves  concerning 
it ;  after  which  Mr.  -  ■ —  came  to  the  men,  faying 
there  were  three  things  in  the  paper  which  they  defired 
might  be  helped,  W2.  they  faid  there  was  fomething  an- 
tifcriptural  in  it,  which  was  concerning  miniliers  leaving 
the  land. 

2.  Owning  the  authority  mentioned  therein,  which- 
belonged  not  to  the  church  to  cognofce  upon,  but  to 
the  ^iate. 

3.  As  to  the  Solemn  League,  mentioned  in  it.  They 
faid  the  church  of  Scotland  could  not  own  a- league  with 
the  church  of  England,  in  the  ftate  wherein  it  did  at 
prefent  iiand*    To  all  which  they  defired  an  anfwer.  To 

which 
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.if^cK  the  men  faid,  they  liad  no  coinnufiibfi  t&reifcn  tif 
debate  about  any  thhig  in  the- paper  with  any  perron^  of 
to  alter  any  tiling  in  it,  but  to  iblicit  the  reading  of  it 
m  the  Aflembly,  and  to  receive  their  anfwer  thereunto, 
the  two  minifters  had  a  long  difcourfe  to  them  vrhich 
cannot  be  remembered;  the  fcope  of  it  was,  fliewing 
that  the  commitee  had  fhewed much  tendernefs  to  them, 
in  appointing  them  to  convcrfe  with  tljcm  about  their  pa- 
pers, which  they  had  heard  read  and  had  Ipoicen  about 
tlie  fame;  that  as  their  paper  was  little  diii'erent  from  our 
jninifter*s  paper  ;  fo  what  was  done  about  it,  might  fa- 
tjsfy  them ;  faying  they  had  fnfficiently  exonered  thcm- 
felves  by  giving  m  the  paper,  which  was  read,  and  ibnie 
conference  about  it  ;  fo  it  was  needlcfs  for  thpn  to  trou- 
ble themfelvcs  anymore  with  the  fame,  bnt  report  to 
•theii*  friends  what  they  had  done. 

To  this  anfwer  was  returned,  That  this  would  not  bc 
taken  by  their  friends  as  the  Aflembly'a  anfwer  to  their 
paper,  and  therefore  they  behoved  ft  ill  to  feek  to  have 
It  read  in  the  Aiibmbly,  and  defirc  to  lia\  c  thoir  anfwer 
to  the  fame. 

To  which  the  minifters  replied,  that  the  paper  being 
»very  little  different  from  our  mmifters  paper,  there  vas 
no  need  of  reading  it  in  the  Aflembly  ;  and  delii-ed  the 
•men  to  be  tender  of  the  church's  peac,  and  to  danoth- 
hagthat  inighttcnd  to  the  renting- of  it  ;  alio  they  faivi, 
As  y  have  fomi"what  agalnji  ttSy  fo  we  have  fome^what  C' 
gatiiji  ycu  >•  fir  give  re  its^  and  *we  will  fir  give  Vc>//,  an  J  3 
Jet  tit  unite. 

To  this  the  men  faid.  That  thej  could  do  nothing  in 
their  friends  name  without  their  confent  ;  and  they  had 
no  other  commifiion  but  to  deliver  ihe  paper  to  the  Af- 
ftmbly,  to  delire  the  fliine  to  be  read,  and  to  get  fomc- 
what  in  anfwer  thereunto.  Then  the  minifters  faid, 
they  would  reprefent  that  to  the  committee.  According- 
ly one  of  them  went  in  aiid  delivered  the  papci*s  to  the 
clerk. 

Upon  the  29th  day  of  OSioher^  they  met  with  one  of 
the  minifters,  who  began  a  difcourfe  on  Icveral  things,! 
btit  the  men  would  ent  Ji?  on  no  debates,  bnt  in&led  lorj 
a  hearing  to  the  paper,  from  which  he  diffuaded  thi 
and  advifed  them  to  convei*fe  with  Mr.  Thomas  Hogi 
which  they  did,  other  two  alfo  being  gfefcat*  ..Thcf 
infifted  much  againft  that  concerning  Amifters  loviof 
the  laod,  which  they  faid  could  not  be  condemned  ii«1 

time 
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t^iic  of  fiiftering*  To  this  it  was  fa  id,  that  the  leaving 
the  land  as  they  took  it,  was  not  fo  nitich  complained  o^, 
as  that  the  ihinifterr,  generally  lay  by  frbm  the  duty  of 
giving  faithful  warning  ill  time  of  fnares  and  dangers^ 
and  that  was  one  way  wheteby  miriiftere  deferted  people 
at  that  time  to  pe-riih  in  the  niidrt  of  fnares*  Mr.  — — 
fliewcd  that  the  fame  reafon  for  which  oiir  minifters  pa- 
per w2ls  not  rei"d,  was  the  reaibn  why  ours  could  not  be 
rcadi  Afief  niiieh  time  and  talk  hud  pafled  they  dif- 
iiiifibd,  '.  ' 

Upon  tk^  3bth  of  Oitobet  the  tti^h  went  to  Mr..?ra-» 
«erj  and  defired  of  him  that  he  would  endeavour  to  get 
thcif  affair  difpatclicd  5  he  willed  tbkhblv  What  they  ^ould 
liave  him  doirigj  they  told  him  ias  formerly.  Again  hft 
enquired  what  iirifwer  Would  fatisfy  themi  They  anfwer- 
fal,  if  the  Affembly  Would  determine  that  thefe  things 
Complained  of  in  the  papei*  fliould  be  doftrinally  ackiiow-^ 
ledged,  and  art  aft  condemning  the  fame*  This  (he  faid) 
he  would  as  Willingly  be  iait,  as  they^  only  he  feared  it 
.would  not  be  done  5  but  Vet  (he  fiiid)  thete  were  fome 
ihmgs  complained  of,  Which  conld  not  be  ackiiowled^ 
gcd  and  inftanced  the  things  before  related* 

The  next  day  meeting  at  Mf *  *«-*:-^s  quatters  with 
three  minillers,  they  deiired  to  fee  the  papers,  one  of 
•Uiem  having  read  the  Ihort  paper,  was  diffatisfied  there^ 
With,  faying  there  was  fomethiiig  in  it  which  refleftcd 
tipon  the  Aifembly  for  not  reading  otir  minifters  paper* 
•  The  men  replied,  there  was  reafon  to  mention  all  that  was 
in  it,  feeing  the  Affexlibly  voted  the  not  reading  the  pa- 
per upon  the  overture  of  the  cortwiiitec,  which  was,  that 
thefe  were  grofs  miftakes,  pcrc^nptory  overtures  and  in- 
jurious reflections  upon  gndly  miniltcrs  in  it,  which  feem- 
ed  to  condemn  it  before  it  was  heard  1  He  anfwercd  tho* 
it  was  not  read  in  the  Affembly,  yet  it  was  read  in  the 
Ccnimitec  "of  Overtures.  After  much  difcourfe  the  mi- 
niiiiers  expefted  that  the  men  (hould  have  gone  awiy, 
■  but  thjBv  ftill  urged  that  they  might  have  fome  atifw<fr 
:  froiii  the  Affembly,  to  retiurn  to  thefe  Who  had  fent 
:rhcm«  After  the  miniliers  had  fpoken  among  thcm*^ 
fclves,  they  ftid  to  the^inen  that  they  would  give  it  un- 
der their  hands,  to  tcllify  the  deligence  they  had  b«c»i 
at,  but  to  this  the  men  replied  as  before*  Then  the  mi- 
nU^ers  faid  they  would  do  what  they  could  for  a  more  fa* 
tisfying  aniwer  to  them*  i 

:j"  M  m  m  W-^nvm 
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Hkving  parted  at  this  time,  and  meeting  aften^ards 
irith  one  of  tbefe  minifters,  he  told  them  that  they  were 
ordered  by  the  Aflembly  to  give  it  to  them  m  wri-- 
ting,  what  was  done  concerning  their  paper.  Whick 
was  accordingly  done,  and  fubfcrib^d. 

A  true  Copy  of  which  follows. 


Loving  Friekdfy     • 

THE  Papers  yoxi  gave  in  to  the*  Aflembly,  were  firft 
given  into  the  Commitee  of  Overtures,  and  we 
were  appoinced-  by  them  to  confer  V^ith  you :  And  af- 
ter conference  with  you^  we  moved  in  the  Cemmitte 
that  the  AflemUy  wonld  order  fhe  papers  to  be  given  in 
to  thefe  who  were  to  draw  up  the  Monit-ory  I^etter,  and 
.Gatifes  of  the  Faft,  that  they  might  make  their  own  ofr 
■thereof  in*  drawing  up  the  f»ney  which  at  the  firft  nnt 
feflion  of  the  Aiiembly,  on  Saturday  laft  the  firfk  of  Nov. 
was  accopdingly  done  in  open  AiTembly,  and  we  are  by 
the  Aflembly  allowed  to  report  the:  i^me  to  you,  vhick 
accordingly  we  do. 

And  we  hope  «hb  will  fetisfy  you,  and  others  whe 
did  conmnflioni^te  you.  And  that  the  Lord  will  incline 
your  liearts  to  peace,  and  to  guiird  againft  any  furtkr 
rent  in  the  church  of  God  j  and  in  this  hope  wc  fub- 
feribe  ourfelves,.  > 

•  lour  Friendly  and  Servants  in  the  LorJj 

Sic  Suhfcrihitury 

PAT.  WARNER, 

EDINBURGH,   7  JAMES  FRAZER, 

Nov.  3^/,  1690.     i  ALEX.  FORBES. 

The  greateft  thing  that  occurred  in  this  interval  was 
the  fitting  of  the  General  Affembly  which  met  r6th  or 
Oftober,  and  upon  the  13th  of  November  was  dilTokwi 

.  (by  the  King's  Cb^miflioner)  at  which  time  another  vis 
indifted  to  be  upon  November  pft,  r69r.     The  union 

-and  fubmiflion  to  this  Affembly  ofitred  and  fnbfcribeJ 
by  Meffrs  Lining,  Shields  and  Boyd,  occaiioncd  mudi 
talk,  and  was  approTcn  by  fome,  anddifapproren  byo- 

•  thers  But  as  an  account  of  it  is  now  puUifhed.it  is  as- 
neceffary  here  ;  fo  it  is  as  needlefs  to  relate  the  managt- 
nient  of  the  paper  given  in  by  the  people.     A  (hort  hint 

of 
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of  which  is  ah-eady  given  ;  only  it  may  be  obferved  that 
the  paper  containing  their  complaiatSi  and  humble  de- 
fires>  was  given  in  order  to  the  removing  of  differene^^^ 
"and  grounds  of  withdrawing,  that  fo  mey  might  unite 
with  the  more  freedom^  and  have  more  comfort  of  the- 
fame.  But  the  atifwer  returned  was  not  as  was  defiredy  * 
and  might  have  been  expefted.  And  the  refufing  to 
read  it  in  open  A0embly  hath  created  fcruples  ^and  jeal* 
ouiies,  and  not  a  little  retarded  union^ 

As  it  was  agreed  upon  at  Edinburgh,  a  General  Meet- 
ing met  at  Douglas y  the. 3d  of  December^  1690. — Af- 
ter prayer,  ^c,  it  was  thought  fitteft,  firft  to  have  an 
account  of  the  diligence  of  the  men  intruded  with  the 
paper  to  the  Affembly. — William  Swanftoun  one  of  the 
five,  gave  the  Meeting  a  particular  account  of  the  whole 
management,  as  is  hinted  above.     The  Meeting  having 
heard  the  relation,  w^e  diflatisfied  with  the  anlwer  re- 
turned, and  did  not  look  upon  the  fame  as  fufficient. — 
Afterward  MeiTrs.  Lining  and  Shields  ihewed  the  Meet- 
ing how- they  bad  united  (an  account  of  which  is  now  print-    ' 
cd).     This  being  done,  after  fome  reafoning,  and  debate, "' 
concerning  union,  it  was  thought  fit  to  read  the  Caufi^s 
of  the  Faft  appointed  by  the  Aflembly,  in  refpcft  that 
many  times  it  was-faid,  we  would  get  fatisfadlion  to  our . 
fcruples  from  it.     Which  being  heard,   the  fame  was^ 
thought  lame,   and  many  things  wanting  in  it,   which- 
were  caufes  of  wrath :   It  was  diflatisfying  not  only  that 
the  Teft  and  Declaration,    were  not  in  it,   but  being 
once  in,  were  put  out  again*. 

After  this,  MeflVs  Lining  and  Shields,  fpoke  to^  the 
Meeting,  to  this  efFeft,  That  they  would  not  inipofc  u- 
pon  any  perfon,  yet  they  advifed  them  to  hear  thpfe  mi- 
nifters  who  were  moft  free  and  faithful,  that  they  could 
have  the  opportunity  of,  and  to  have  a  care  of  running 
upon  extremes  on  the  right  hand. — After. which  fome 
debates  enfu^c). 

M  m  m  2  Where-» 

•  Thefc  two,  were  the  moft  openly  wicked  oaths,  of  any 
that  were  impofed  in  that  period,  as  thereby  the  ReformatiQa 
10  i6)S  was  declared  rehellioo,  the  covenaDts  were  abjured,  and 
all  fclf-defence  by  fubiedls,  or  petitiooinp:,  and  renionftriffrg 
of  srieyanccs  were  owned  to  be  trcafop,  and  the  king's  ecdefi- 
-  jittic  ^atbortty  fully  recogQi^ed* 
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Whereupon  it  was  propofed  to  t^c  mpeti^g that  ^.pa» 
per  fhould  be  drawn  up,  containing  a  Froteftation  a- 
gainft  the  dcfeftions  of  the  minifters  they  were  to  hear, 
(which  they  might  give  in  either  to  the  oUniftet  with 
whom  they  were  to  join,  or  to  the.IVelhyteiy  "of  the 
bounds)  and  what  indticed  them  to  join  at  the  time  j 
as  alfoy  that  their  joining  at  prcfenti  v^as  neither  a  conn 
demning  afy  nor  receding  from  our  former  teftimin^  and  con-i 
tidings y  tior  approving  of  thefe  def colons  thfe^  ivitfieffed  a^ 
gainji  before. 

^me  were  for  fuch  a  paper,  and  feme  were  againft  it, 

fearing  it  would  open  a  door,  and  give  a  latitude  to  hear 

every  miniiler.     However  the  moft  part  were  for  the 

*  writing  of  it  in  order  to  (ee  it,  and  the  minHt^rs  underi 

took  to  do  it.     They  parted  for  that  night. 

Upon  the  morrow  they  con veened  again*  'JTiefaid 
paper  was  prefehted  and  read  ;  hut  there  were  debatiti^ 
concerning  the  fame  between  bur  minifters  ^nd  fome  of 
the  meeting.  As  alfo,  the  Meeting  were  qf  dilFerent 
fcntiments  about  jtj  fome  againft  it  upon  one  accounti 
and  fome  upon  another  account,  and  fbmer  were  for  it, 
thinking  it  better  to  join  with  fuch  a  teftimony  than  wi» 
thout  any  at  all»  Not  coming  to  any  agreement,  it  was 
left  to  people^s  hberty  and  freedom  to  give  it  or  not, 
as  they  thought  fit,  'However  the  miniftg-s  infifted  for 
it.  It  was  propofed  to  the  meeting,  That  in  regard  dc« 
bates  did  not  much  good,  but  rather  hurt,  it  was  fitteft 
to  leave  them  off,  and  part ; — which  (nfter  appointing 
a  meeting  at  Douglas^  the.  firft  Wrunefday  of  Aprils  and 
prayer)  they  did.  Some  ftaid  »nd  took  copies  of  the 
paper,  which  they  gave  in  to  minilters  before  they  join* 
cd  ;  a  tranfcript  of  which  fallows. 

7i  the  right  reverend  M'tnrfernnd Elderfhip  cf  the  Parifi 
of  — or  Frtjl^ytery  of 

ALTHOUGH  among  other  calamities  that  we  have 
been  exercifed  with  in  tbele  days  of.  tribulation 
that  have  gone  over  us,  thtie  have  been  very  grievous 
unto  us,  that  not  only  we  have  laboured  under  a  fad  fa- 
mine of  gofpcl-ordinances,  but  under  the  reproach  that 
we  defpifed  ajid  rejedled  the  offer  of  them  :  Yet  w^  have 
a  witnefs  in  heaven,  and  in  our  own  confciehces,  that  no- 
thing hath  been  more  lamented  in  our  lot  than  the  want 
of  Xuch  a  privilege,,  nor  anry  ^hing  fp  much  delired  as 

the 
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tb«  recovery  and  enjoyrncnt  o£  thde  grdinanccs,  adnri-. 
niftr^din  "freedom  and  fal|t^ifulaeis,  purity  and  powers. 
which  for  a  long  time;.  In  our  judgment,  have  bceorfo^, 
refirained  and  reftriiicd,  burdened  and  bornf  dbwa,un- 
der  the  biifliel  of  Eraftiau  jand  Autichriliian.ufurpation?)^. 
that  not  only  they  wanted  that  liberty,  light  andlulbrc,, 
which  the  Lord  Jefus  had  fet  them  In  by  his.ii\ftitutions» 
but  feemcdtobeencpmpafledwith  and  iubjedlcd  tothefc 
v/ickcd  encroachments  that  we  could  not  .ha.ya  acjcefs  tQ.. 
them  without  fome  way  acknowledging  and  bowing  ontQ 
thefe  idols  ofjealoiify,  whick  being  fct  up  in  the  very; 
entry  df  the  houfe  of  the  Lord^  did  fear- and  fright  u*- 
from  comhig  thereunto,  fo  long  as  th^f(^  ufurpatioos^ 
were  (binding.     But  now  thefe  being  remaved,  and.tbc 
church'«  freedom  and  power  reftored,  th^  doftrine,  wor«, 
ihipj  djfcipline  and  government,  and  all  the  ordinances, 
qf  Chrxft  re-eftablifh(sd  m  purity,  peace  and  freedGfm,.w!C;i 
cannot  any  longer  ftand  at  a  dillance  from  tliem.-^Nc- 
verthelefs,  the  indignities  done  to  our  Lord  Jefus,  and 
injuries  done  to  his  church  by  thefe  Eraftian  and  Anti-  • 
chriftian  ufurpations  of  Prelacy,  Supremacy  and  abib«« 
lute  power  j  and  the  defeftions  of  miniftcrs  in  compli- 
ance therewith  not  being  as  yet  confefled  nor  condemn-* 
edf  and  our  complaints  and  petitions  offered  to  the  late 
General  AfTembly,  not  being  received  nor  'regarded  as 
"Wc  expeftcd,  which  was  a  great  grievance,  and  an  ad-« ' 
dition  to  all  our  former  complaints  \ — and  yet  being  re- 
folved  to  remain  no  longer  in  withdrawing  as  formerly, 
tfe  think  it  altogether  needful  for  our  own  exoneration jj '; 
and  for  making  our  communion  the  more  comfortable, 
and  free  of  all  acceflion  to,  or  partaking  with  the  guilt 
of  thefe  offiinces,  which  made  us  withdraw  in  former 
times  \  To  offer  and  give  in  our  teftimbny  againft  alltlie 
wrongs  done   to  Chrift  and  this  reformed  covenanted 
church  of  Scotland,  by  the  Popilh,  Prclatical  and  ma- 
lignant faction,  in  their  wicked  overturning  its  bleffed 
ancient  reformaticm,    refcinding   the    righteous    laws, 
and   breaking,    burning   and   burying   the  holy  cove-  ' 
rants  that  fenced  it,   and  eilablifliing  upon  the  ruitfs 
thereof  abjured  Prelacy,  fupremacy  and  tyranny,  and  by 
all  the  dcifeftions   of  minifters  in  compliance  with.  Of " 
fubmiflion  to  the  fame  \  fuch  as,  hearing  of  curates,  fa- 
king any  of  the  oaths  and  bonds  repugnant  to  the  cover 
nants,  embracing  the  indulgences  and  indemnities  cf  tyr 
rants,  addrelRng  for,  and  accepting  of  the  V^luYo^x^ 
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toleration,  tUeir lying  bjre'&ottTy  or  nnfaathfiiliiefi fadtf 
oorcUc  of  their  xnimffayin  dimes  of  abounding  fiuires^ 
Slid  thdrprdeat  offisiifiFcpnuffions  mmt  rencuring  the 
^jtelMBitH  nor  jmrgihg  opt  all  the  Ejnfcopal  ciirateS| 
Cshc*  And  partxcohriy^  ire  cannot  forbear  to  teftif^ 
(i^'afl  reverence  and  refoe^  to  your  nuniftry«.  whkk 
ijbfnir  we  o|Ser  and  pre^nife  iubjeAion  to  in  the  Lord)  a- 
gaxnft  ^fonr  fin  of  -^    .^    --  ^'  —    -r-  , —   — 

Thus  liviltt  eirmin  ourfeftiai^ny  ag^dnft  £befe^ 
1^  aB  <l^er^  £^  aniiixbtriip^       in  thh  diufth  i 

;Wc  prdteftttut  owwefioit  joining  may;  not^  be  inter-; 
liretM'aiiapproMi^otto^of.t  :6nsy  nprla  condenw 
nngtif^  otTecedmg  ntmi  Mt  fiofrmer  txr  orefent  'teffinto« 
jgf  a||aaift'the^  J^eY  ^  'liiliidUily  )^^^^.^  ^J^t  ihisoiir 
teflSttuihr^tind  proteftalion^  QiaVl)e  reginictra  in  the  bdAoi 
ofSeflibn-i*-'PM&ytttr.  •'.■•'■•  ■';    '^''- :'■■'.  '   ' "- " 
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A  N       A    P    P    E    n    t>    I    X;    ^ 

AS  Michael  Shields  hath  in  the  foregpmg  relatioii 
frequently  made  mention  pf  divifibh  and  debates 

.  in  their  meetings,  and  hath  related  how  matters  were 
carried  on  by  the  minifters  and  the  majority,  of  the  neo? 
fie,  (ofwhich  number  he  was  one)  but  latH  b'eeti  ig?^- 
ing  in  giving  account  of  the  gtounds  upoit  which  the 
minor  party  went  in  oppofition  to  the  feveral  parts  of 
their  managements  In  the  two  laft  years,,  (v/z.  1689  & 
1690)  fo  it  i^  fuppofed  that  it  will  be  acceptabk  to  many 
of  the  readers,  and  that  it  <!ah  juftly  give  6ffence  to  none, 
TO  giv^  here  a  brief  relatioft,  in  their  own  words,  of  th6' 
reafons. wherefore  a  coniklerable  number  ofthefociet^ 
people  did  diflent  from  and  protcft  againfl  the  meafures 
that  were  then  followed  •,  and  as  this  will  fet  the  contro- 
verlies  of  that  time  in  a  more  clear  light,  and  give  the 
reader  a  more  full  view,  and  an  opportunity  to  judge 
whether  the  major  or  minpr  party  in  their  conduft  were 
incll  cohfonant  to,  and  conllflent  with  theif  fotmtr 
principles  and  practices  while  they  were  united ;  fo  it  may 

.  'contribute  not  a  little  to  help  the  candid  ahd  impartial 
>eadcr  to  judge  of  the  future  progrefs  and  prolecutibn  of 

•  thefe  debates  ?ind  divifioris  that  have  fince  infued,  the 
foundation  of  which  was  then  laid ;  and  there  is  a 
fpecial  conneclion  with,  and  dependance  thif  every 
thing  hath  upon  its  foundation':  as  that  is  good  or  bad, 
fo  will  the  fuperftructufe  readily  be;  fo  in  this  alfo. 

Although  the  reafons  of  their  diflent  be  publiihed 
long  ago  in  their  declarations  ertiitted  at  Sanquhar,  in 
'1692,  1695,  1703,  is^c.  and  alfb  in  the  fnformatory 
Vhidicatioii,  fecond  edition,  P.  213  10223;  J^^  ^^  *^^ 
fame  is  more  fully  dcmonftrated  and  corroborated  from 
fcripture  and  a£ls  of  General  Aflemblies  and  Parliaments, 
in  fome  fteps  of  defeftion  drawn  up  and  agreed  upon  by 
3  fociety  in  Tinnald,  with  the  affiftance  of  Sir  Robert 
'Hamilton,,  ^c.  and  by  thctn  fent  to  fociatiesin  feveral 
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(hires  who  dxffentcd  from  the  mcafiircs  tlicn  fdlloDteAj 
ill  the  year  1691*  in  ordcif  to  gathei^  them  together*., 
gain  into  a  General  Correfpoildertce  \  which  paper  was 
further  enlarged  aftervrai'd  ;  a  brief  fummaify  of  Which 
it  is  fuppoied  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader,  to^ 
gcther  with  fome  account  of  thele  matters,,  givto  by  a 
ivcf  of  thole  old  men  who  oveiiived  the  p6rfec4Uion  iri 
their  dying  teftimoriies  ;  efpecially  as  thefe  forelVid  dc*  . 
clarationsi  fe*r.  are  not  at  hand  to  every  one  who  nuy 
defire  iuformation  in  thefe  things. 

^  brief  abftrafl;  df  which  paper  here  folIoTrSfc 

WE— being  refreilied  to  tieai*  thit  iriy  of  <Mir  fdtfera 
ing  brethren  are  confiilting  how  we  may  take 
tlpV  (in  the  Lord's  ftt^ngth)  our  formed  gjPbtind  ag^tini 
after  all  our  confufions,  wanderings,  dckdinings  and  &i 
diftempers,  partly  occafioned  by  the  i&tal  endeavoars  of 
Meflrs.  Thomas  Lining,  Alexander  Shields  aad  William 
Boyd^  and  their  accomplices,  who  ceafed  not  fincc  the 
arrival  of  the  Prhice  ot  Orange  by  infiniKitidxis,  miOre* 
prefentations,  and  much  fubtilty  and  uilder-*hand-ddb» 
mg,  to  withdraw  us  from  our  fox'mer  tcfttmony  and 
principles  into  an  aflbciation,  union,  and  concurrence 
with  fuch  as  our  magiftratcs,  againft  \Vhom  our  covenants 
were  made,  and  with  their  judicatories  thus  corhpa£led; 
- — and  alio  into  a  iinful  union  with  backflidden  minii^ 
and  their  corrupt  Aflcmblies,  while  not  owly  guilty  .of  : 
many  fcandaloUs  compliances,  but  vindicating  and  go»  j 
ing  on  in  their  former  practices,  fo  far  as  occaflon  of* 
fers,  and  their  ccclcliaftic  courts  (for  moft  part)  bring 
compolcd  of  porions,  who  by  the  conftitiitions  of  this 
church,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  judges  even  in  the 
loweft  of  her  judickitories.^ 

Although  it  be  matter  of  grief  and  fore  regret,  that  J 
Vf'Z  have  it  to  fay,  that  thefe  three  foremcntioned  men  ' 
have  had  fuch  an  hand  in  our  late  ftraytngs  and  prefent 
mifcrles  j  yet  they  alone  have  not  been  the  caute  of  it, 
but  we  ourfelves  by  our  i^reat  and  mnnifold  firts  hafC 
provoked  the  Lord  in  hisjuft  and  righteous  judgments 
to  make  it  our  plagac,  and  to  punifh  us  with  fuch  nn- 
faithfulnefs  and  unii(^dfa(lncfs  in  thefe  men,  making  thci* 
in  many  things  fnarcs  and  traps  tons,  and  by  tlie^tirt^ 
politic  indirect  dealing  imar/ir.able,  to  fifaw  iis  from 
thefe  things  fornierly  tau^^ht  us  by  tiierafclves,  wliercby 

many 
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fftii^y  of  u^  h^vc  not  only  been  left  to  walk  ifi  our  own 
Crooked  ways  and  coUnfek,  4n4  to  be  4  preytp  our  ma- 
lignant bloody  e  neinie?^  and  fubtle,  imbittercd,  back-* 
jQjden  antagonifts  \  but  our  own  ftrength  «  broken^  oui' 
hearts  famt,  our  hands  arc  veakcljed,  the  godly  grieved 
and  ftumWed,  cnemic?  on  the  right  and  left  hand  ha;r.« 
dened  and  ftrengthened,  ^d  ^t  precious  caufe  of  Chrifl: 
betrayed^  and  the  name  of  our  Ooi^  blafphemed,  and 
Jiis  Way  evil  fpokeh  of  t— Yet,  we  fty^  we  are  hot  d  lit-* 
tie  revived  and  refrefhed  In  our  f;^d  eaic  to  he;?ir  of  any 
tonfulting  if  again  we  might  be  honpure^i  in  th^  Lord'i 
ftrengthj^  to  take  iip  oUr  former  ground  agaifti  and  aftei* 
all  our  wanderings  to  re'tyrn  to  ol;ir  firft  Hufband  :-^ 
Whereupon  we  determined,  after  fortie  time  feekin^th^e 
I-.ord*s  eouncll  in  It,  to  fend  fotne  of  our  brethren  iyithi 
%ii\\t  mind  unto  you,  if  poflibly  ^'c  might  be  firengthen^ 
ett  of  one  another  %  'with  a  commifiion  to  coiifult,  cotiibnt 
and  concur  in  whatever  may  be  for  the  raifrng  up  and 
tarrying  00  of  our  farmer  teflimoiiy  in  all  its  parts  and 
pendicles,  and  to  protefl  ftgaihft,  difown  atj^d  difcounte* 
nance  whatever  may  be  found  cpntradiftory^  or  any  way 
prejudicial  to  the  famei  and  fo;t*  the  tnore  fafegolftga* 
Doutof  this,  weear^eftly  l^treat,  that  before  any  tiingf 
be  concluded,  we  m^y  be^in  wfeere  we  left  off,  that  is^ 
in  fetting  days  apart  in  ^uip^lin^  oUrfclves^  and  mour- 
ning for  our  many  wanderings  and  provocations,  and 
cai^g.ourfad,  dark  and  dead  cafe  before  the  J^ord,  and 
halting  and  implorinc  him  for  his  reconciled  counter 
nance  with  light  and  life,  ta  brin^  ys  oilt  of  our  deplora* 
bic  condition,  an^  to  guide  sm^I  affift  Us  in  all  oUr  nioti-* 
pns  and  managements  in  prpfecllting  What  is  oUr  prefenc 
duty  \  For  (ueiceour  negle^ing  and  flighting  of  this  duty 
.  (in  many  of  oUr  rpieetings  the  two  years  f  aft)  we  have  ne* 
ver  ftept  a  right  ftep,  nor  been  able  to  withftand  the 
foialleft  temptation,  and  all  atteiljpts  of  recovery  have 
been  broken  in  onr  hands. 

None  of  us  need  be  ignorant  whsit  fubtilc  ways  t5oth 

.  the  e]temie$  without,  with  their  falfe  alarms,  and  thofe 

withih  (particularly  the  three  forefald  men^  with  their 

accomplices)  have  taken  to  hurry,  and  precxpitrtntly  to 

involve  us  in  their  backflidings,  without  giving  us  time 

-  to  confult  cither  God  and  ojir  own  gonfciences,  or  one 

.another.-^ And  that  we  may  n0t  be  ftrahgers  to  one  a- 

..nother's  minds,  we  /ball  here  give  y on  fonie  ofthecaii- 

fcsof  the  Lord's  wrath,  or  ftirpis  of  defcftibii,  mbft  re-* 

K  n  n  \vJe;^ 
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lativc  (as  wc  judge)  to  the  prefeat  teftimony.  We  ti3j.6f 
no  freedom  to  dixnihifli  or  refile  from  the  matter  hfxi 
condefccnded  on,  efpedaflly  in  thcfc  articles  relative  to 
tMX  former  dated  teftimonies  *,  neither  to  join  in  feUow/ 
fliip  or  conftituted  meetings  with  any  who  arej^  or  havt 
been  involved  in,  or  pleadmg  for  any  of  the  old  or  late 
defe£tibns;  except  our  conlciences  be  fatisfied  by  tkeii' 
pofitive  condemning  and  teftifying  their  refentment  oC 
the  fame  before  God  and  the  worlds  by  their  real  foiiak- 
ing  thefe  defections,  and  taking  up  our  former  ground 
and  teftimony,  relative  both  tomagiftrate»aiulminifiers, 
againft  right  and  left  hand  errors  and  oppoiers.  As  (his 
vas  our  former  practice  while  jointly  carrying  on  the  pu- 
blic work,  and  wherein  the  Lord  was  gracioufly  plealcd 
to  own  us,—  and  here  we  refolve,  in  the  Lord's  ftrengtE, 
to  ftand,  though  alone,  till  he  plead  the  controverfy  of 
Zion,  vindicate  his  own  caufe  and  people,  for  w/dom  ml 
heju^ijied  of  her  children* 

I 
Firjt^  Some  of  us  f!iame£ufly  luSering  ourfelves  to  bi  ; 
led  away  with  Mr.  Boyd' in  that  iinful  aCt  in  being  amobg 
the  £rft  in  the  nation  that  proclaimed  the  Deciaratioa 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  to  own  it  as  the  itate  of 
our  quarrel,  who  was  matched  to  a  daughter  of  the 
bloody  Fopiih  Duke  of  York^  educated  in  the  famil; 
of  her  uncle  Charles,  and  ever  fince  adhered  to  thefc  at^ 
jured^  prclatic  principles  ; — and  while  he  is  aflbciatcd 
with  all  the  Fopiih  and  bloody  enemies  abroad,  (Prance 
and  his  aflbciaces  only  excepted)  yea,  even  that  raven- 
ous eagle,  the  Tyrant  of  Audria,  who  is  the  Pope's  ge-  , 
neral^  while  fwiming  in  the  blood  of  the  Protefiants  of  j 
Hungary  ;  aUd  with  that  old  devouring  leviathan,  the 
King  of  Spain  ;  and  now  alfo  with  that  little  tyger  of 
Savoy  :  Likewife  his  unconcernednefs  thefe  many  years 
with  the  overturning  of  the  work  of  God  in  thefe  lands, 
lintll  his  own  intereft  was  touched,  and  till  called  and 
encouraged  by  the  ftated  enemies  aad  very  a6lors  of 
Our  fad  cataitrophe,  and  he  being  bound  to  the  fame 
perfons  in-  the  fame  dcfigns  in  his  Declaration  for 
8cotland^  whet^by  a  wide  breach  is  broken  through 
the  very  vitak  of  our  facred  covenants  and  folemn  en- 
gagements, and  our  noble  reformation,  for  the  intio* 
dudion  of  all  the  enemies  thereof,,  and  that  upon  their 
bare  afiifting  of  him,  and  cafting  off  the  friends  thereof, 
—In  which  declaration^  ihewing  the  reafon  of  his  ap-. 

ptariirg 
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jpclairing  ia  arms  in  this  kingdom; .  he  ibites  himfelf  in  a^ 
•^ppofition  to  the  covenants  and  fblemh  engagements  o^ 
the  three  kingdoms,  and  labours  therein  to  ,bury  evwy 
part  of  our  teftimony,  VIZ. 

\jli  Our  teftimony  againft  King  James  VIL  ^fo  caU 
Jed)  ifor  paragraph  5th,  he  fays,  «  It  is  alfo  manifeft 
•^  and  notorious,  that  His  ftlajefty  (King  Jsimes)  was'^ 
^  upon  his  coming  to  the  crown,  received  and  acknow- 
^  ledged  by  all  the  fubjcAs  of  Scotland,  England  and 
**  Ireland,  without  the  leaft  oppofition,  tho*  he  made 
•«  open  profeffion  of  the  Popifli  religion,  ^cl* 

Q.dlyy  Our  teftimony  againft  aU  oaths  contrary  to  ouy 
covenants  ;  for  ihidem^  and  elfewherc  in  it,  he  *«  de* 
*'  clarcs  it  to  be  a  ground  of  his  undertaking.  The 
"«  breach  of  the  oaths  of  Allegiance,  Supremacy  and 
«  Teff.'* 

'  Z^hy  ^"^  teftimony  againft  Prelacy  the  daughter  of 
Popery;  for  befides  the  forefaid  oaths,  he  declares 
through  his  whole  declaration,  that  his  <<  undertaking 
*<  as'it  was  at  the  inftigation  of  the  reverend  fathers  iu 
♦»  God,  the  Lords  Spiritual,  (as  he  calls  them)  i^ity^as 
^'  for  the  maintenance  of  the  (Prelatic)  church  of  £|ig« 
«  land.** 

.  5rW^»,  Our  teftimony  againft  toleration  ;  for  paragraph 
4th,  he  *«  promifes  fuch  lavrs  for  covering  and.  fecuring 
^  all  fuch  as  will  live  peaceably  under  the  government 
re  i-^from  aH  pcrfecuticm  iipon  the  account  of  their  re-. 
«'  ligion,**  even  Papifts  themfdves  not  excepted. 
■'  $thhj  Ourteftimonyagainftpromifcuous  aflbciiations  y 
for  i-.  the  end  of  his  declaration,  he  ^  invites,  all  per-. 
<^  fons,  all  Peers  q£  the  realm,  both  fpiritu^  and  tem- 
«  poral;  all  lords  lieutenants  j  all  gentl^mfen",  cktzphj 
«  :ftid  commons  of  all  ranks  to  aflift*"^  "    :       .    .  -^ 

By  cf^wufing  of  which  declaration,  as  we  rcKnquJfhei 
our  former  teftimony,  fo  it  was  alfo  contrary  to  ttelaw^ 
of  God,  Deut.  xvii.  14,  15.  2  Chron.  xix.  2«  and  cdii-. 
tra^y  to  the  ^ft  of  the  Gen.  Affembly,  1647.  feiT.  i^iUp. 
and  the  declaration  of  the  Gen.  Aflembly»  1648,  and 
contrary  to  fcvcral  ails  of  parliament,  particularly  ait 
J 5th,  Feb.  7th,  \6/[Q.     A 

Second  ftep  of  defeftion,  and  caufe  of  mourning  was 
that  many  of  us  were  To  far  prevailed  uppn  by  the  uibtle 
draughts,  ^nd  fair  pretences  of  the  ahtfv^.  ftaihej  tliree 
lAinifters,  and  our  own  fin  and  foU^  to  tt)^^e'tO*Lcfnla-i 
fciapw,  in  order  to  renew  our  covenants,  kV. — Where- 
^•'         '        .  Nana  V^ 


bjinftcad.bf turning  usbdio  t^  Lord,  tlicy  hbonred 
moft  deceitfbUy  to  .turn  ps  irdtn  the  nioft  pare  of  our  Td'-% 
fjizumy,  3h4  to  Tet  us  in  tKe  wiy  back  again  to  Egypt> 
bringing  us  again  under  obedience  ^and  fobjeAion  uKo 
t(ie  o}d  bloody, perjured  en^mi^  of  Chrift,  bis  cavie  and 
p^ptp  (whom  fomHsrly  ve  had  jufily  rejeaed)  who  bad 
made  ah  iSX  that  all  w^O  had  ferVed  inthe  .army  .uader  the 
I^re  popifh  tyrant  ihould  lay  down  the&r  arms,  and  en- 
iTil  again  under  the  prelatic  banner  of  the  prince  of  (X 
r«Vige,  with  aflurance  that  they  fhould  be  paid  their  a-« 
ip^x% :  Thus  the  bloody  butchers  were  juftified  an  all  thait 
diey  had  d6ne,.and  declared  capable  of  truft« 

As  alfo  they  induced  fome  of  us  to  take  up  arms^  and 
inarch  into  Edinburgh  to  g«iard  the  fbreiaid  bloody  mcu» 
3n  a  Convention  of  Eftdtes  (fo  called)  together  with  the 
jbriSbe  ring-leaders,  favourers,  and  followers  of  the  in* 
dulged  and  tolerated  •p;:rty;  where  to  our  iin  and  ihaine- 
^  were  prevailed  upon  to  ftay  until  the  forefaid  enemies, 
t^ith  their  accomplices  had  eftablilhed  themfclves  agiun 
Si'the  government,  and  the  exercife  of  it ;  and  had  made- 
Choice  of  the  Prince  andPrincefs  of  Orange  to  be  their 
ICihg  and  Queen,  and  had  proclaimed  lum  King  over 
this  "Covenanted  Land ;  and  had  authorized  fouie  of 
their  number  (particulaHy  Sir  John  Dalrymple  who  had 
a  fjrincipal  hand  in  fhedcUng  the  precious  Uood  of  grrat 
and  worthy  Mr.  James  Renwick)  who  was  fcnt  to  prc- 
fcnt  to  them  the  offer  of  the  crown  of  Scotland,  and 
tlieir  admiflion  to  the  exercife  of  the  government,  not- 
withftanding  of  many  difcovcrics  of  their  ftated  oppoii- 
tioa  to  the  work  of  God  (mentioned  article  ijf,)  and 
fheir  being  at  the  fame  time  crowned  and  anointed  King 
and  Queen  in  England,  and  admitted  to  the  exercife  of 
iJdVdrhm^rit  there,  according  to  all  the  Engliflx  popiih 
ceremonies,  and  upon  their  folemn  oath  upon  their  knees 
Bfefore  (he  altar^  with  the  book  m  their  hand  (according 
to  *lhe  'Coronation  Oath  adminiftred  to  thtm  by  the 
Jbrdhbilhap  of  Cahterburv)  "To  defend  and  proteft 
^  the  hws,  cuilonis,  and  liberties  of  the  prefent  Churcli: 
^  of  England,  confered  upon  her  by  the  laws  of  their 
^'it^ligious  predecefibrs,  efpecifllly  by  their  glorious  pore- 
*«  deceSbr  King  St.  Edward,  accordmg  to  the  law  of 
«'  God  ^(thus  acknowledgmg  Prelacy  of  divine .  right) 
•^  and  fhe  true  proTeffion  of  the  gofpcl,  firmly  eftabIi0Hi 
•'ed  in  fhisTcingdom,  and  all  the  Canonical. iwil«ge« 
f  orcheT)iftiops^  and  the  churches  under  their.  go\«u- 
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bU>ry>  imd  gentry  fwarc  allegiance  tp'them.  Yet  na^ 
vcrthckfs  he  is  invefted  with  the  crown  and  government 
^f^iis  covenanted  laoid  by  our  pretended  rcjprefentatives 
{or  rather  by  many  of  the  jnur^rcrs)  who  had  manjr 
ways  forefauited  all' right  to  rule  or  to  choofc  a  king  o- 
ver  Uieland  ahd  people  of  the  Lord,  which  they  h»d  fo 
long-.perlbcuted,  and  for  which  we  had  long  fince  juftlf 
rejcitcd  tliem,  with  all  their  affociate?,  being  without 
i^efe  iieccjafary  qualifications/ ws. .  of  known  integrity^ 
approveu  fideUt^>  conftant  affWtion,  and  zeal  to  the 
4:auft  of  Gpd,  which  the  word  of  God,  and  pur  folemn 
aind  inviolable  covenant  engagements,  and  afts  of  parlia.* 
jnent  require  in  all- judges  fuperior  or  inferior. .  Among 
uoaany  othei^  that  might  be  quoted,  fee  Deut.  xvii.  141; 

.»5.   £xod.  xviii.'  21, 25.    2  Sam.  xJuiL  j,  4.   N^hJ 

vii.u,  and  toii.  3.  As  aMb  fevcral^afts  of '  parliament^ 
.jtrticukrly  Aft  5th,  June  iith",  1640.  Aft  15th,  Feb. 
^th,  -1649.  Wherein  they  tnaft,  ordain,  and  declare, 
•f  that  before  the  King's  Majefty  who  now  is,  or  any  of 
<<  fais  fuccelTors,  ihall  be  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  his 
•^'Tdyal  power,  he  ^all  by,  and  at  our  the  forefaid  (Co- 
^  ronation)  Oath  aflure,  and  declare  by  his  folemn  oath, 
^<  -under  his  hand  and  feal,  his  allowance  of  the  Nationd 
<^- and  Solemn  Ijcague  and  Covenant,  and  obligation  to 
«  prokcute  the  fame  in  his  ftation  and  calling,  and  that 
•<  he  ihall  forhimfelf  andhis  ftcceffors' confent  and  a- 
•*.  gree  to  afts  of  parliament  enjoining  the  fame,-r-ana 

**  that  he  (hall  never  make  oppofition  to  thefe. ^^  is 

'^  alfo  declared,  enabled,  and  ordained,  that  before  'thl^ 
•*  King  be  admitted  to  the  exercife  of  the  royal  power, 
f  *  he  ihall  leave  all  counfel  and  counfellors  prejudicial  tQ 
•*  religion  and  the  covenants,"  Istc.  and  Ai\  iStli,  Jam: 
413d,  1649.  Wherein  they  fay,  **  And  whereas  the  E- 
.  *•  i^ates  of  Parliament,  arc  convinced  in  their  confcienccn 
«<  from  the  word  of  Go4,  from  their  Solemn  League,  and 
•V  G>venant,  cfpedally  from  the  id,  4A,  and  5th  Artir 
•*  cles  thereof,  and  from  iad  and  dear  bought  cxperi- 
•*  cnce,  that  the  malignant  dealing  of  fome,  and  the 
«  prophane  loofe  walking  of  others  whp  have  bcien  menu 
•*  bers  of  judicatories,  and  employed  in  plac^  of  power 
V^and  tnift;  have  been  a  chief  caufe  of  all  the  evils,  both 
V  of  fm  and  puniihment,  under  which  the  land  groans, 
^and'th^t  the  Lord  in  his  word,, requires,  ihat  j:hofc 
«  who  judge,  and  bear  charge  among  his  j)eople,  iliould 


«<  not  only  ht  able  xMn^'^bilt  fuch  as  fear'Gbd,  htle  cct* 
•<  vetoiifnefs,  and  dead  truly  (   and  that  it  is  of  rpecU 
<«  importance,  for  the  remedy  of  all  our  crdls,  and  for 
««  fecuring  and  advancing  religion  and  rfghteoufnciv* 
<«  fer  removing- the  judgments  of  God^— and  for  pra^ 
«  cinTug  the  blefling  of  God  through  the  ^hole  Inui'i 
«f  that  men  not  only  of  knotm  atnlity^    but  alio  of  atk 
«  proven  integrityi  and  conftanc  aSe£tion  to  the  caiw^ 
(M  and  of  a  goodandChriftian  converfation,  be  intruded 
*^  mail  judicatories,,  and  places  of  power  and  traft,  act 
«•  cording  to  the  fes«nth  defire  of  the'Commtflioners  cf 
^  the  church  given  sa  to  the  laft  {^istfllatnent^  IsTc'VYmy 
-««'fbre  the  Eftates  of  Parliament  reiAetsA«ring  weH  the 
«<•  laudable  precedent  of theParliaments  i64r  and  i6pj^ 
«(  and  feveral  others  for  pngation  of  the  judkatoriai^ 
*^  places  of  truft«-^--*-^rhey  do  tn  purfuance  of  thd^  ii^ 
^*  lonn  acknowledgment,- performance  of  their  Ycmtff 
f«  God,  declaration  emitted  to  the  world,  and  fbr£k 
<<  tisfying  the  Kirk's  jui^  deiires,  for  purgation  asdit^ 
**  formation  of  our' Judicatories  ;■  ■  -  The  Eftates  of  Fto-- 
«^  liament  upon  thefe,  and  many  other  great  and  weigh- 
<<  ty  coniiderations,-— therefore  declare,  enaft,  and  or- 
''  dain,  that  alltheofficers:offtate,— ^members  of  parlia- 
*'  mciitin-commitces, — fecret  council,-^fei)ion, — juftirt 
««  courts,  .  isfc,   Js'r.— who  were  guilty  of  any  of  the 
«*  faults  contained  in  the  four  claflcs  after  meiitionctFi 
**  ihail  be  removed  and  fecluded  from  public  truft*"-' 
See  alfo  the  aft  of  the  Grcncral  Aflcmbly,  fcflion  i3tli| 
June  17th,  1646.  and  July  20th,  1649. 

By  all  which  it  is  evident  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God,  and  to  the  laws  of  tliis  land,  that  either 
men  of  no  religion,  or  of  a  falfe  religion  ihould  be  cho- 
fen  to  be  ruler  or  magiftratc  in  a  reformed  covenanted 
land,  nor  owned  as  fuch;  the  very  light  of  nature  teach* 
rs  nil  nations  in  the  world  to  provide  that  none  have  a 
right  to  rule  over  them  who  ar.e  of  a  different  religioD 
from  what  is  efcabliOied  among(l  them  ;  axKl  the  Prela* 
tick  church  of  England  are  very  circuinfpedl  in  this. 
•And  if  the  Parliament,  and  the  General  Aflbmbly  had 
jiiil  caufe  in.  the  year  1649,  ^^^  °"^  ^7  ^®  ^  ®f  Claft 
Us,  to  put  out  of  office,  and  the  other  eccleiiaAically  to 
irciifure  thefe  who  joined  and  affifted  in  the  eng[ageniehC 
(in  1(548.)  for  K.  Charles  I.  his  reftoratioit:  Mow  mudi 
juorc  was  tl^ere  jiift  ^aufe  tq  degrade  ancll  ccnfure  thofc 

wha 
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itliOkfor  twenty-eight  years  had  aflifted  the  two  tyrants 
tp  (^prefs,  perfecute,  and  murder  thoufands  of  the  befl 
fubjoAs  ? 

'.  .Thirdly^  Our  fttfferitig  ourfelves  to  be  fo  far  prevailed 
upon  as  to  be  hurried  upon  fo  great  a  work,  as  the  re** 
newing  of  our  Covenants, .  Acknowledgment  of  Sinsy 
^c*  without  taking  time  to  con&ler  the  great  work  wef 
were  going  about,,  whereby  ihefp  three  men  got  oppor-^ 
tupity  to  ituff  ibme  things  into  our  acknowledgment,  ae» 
fins,,  which  we  did,  and  ftiU  do  judge  to  be  our  dnty: 
As  alfa  mentioning  fome  things  in  ambiguous  term39' 
whereby  they  might  afverward  explain  it  as  they  pleafed 
particularly  in  that,  article  concerning  the  magiiVrateV 
they  now  impudently  averr  that  we  efpoufed  the  intereft 
qf  the  prince,  and  that  we  appropriated  and  applied  t!ut 
article  in  the  National  Covenant  concerning  the  King 
to  his  highne&,  if  he  fhould  be  called  to  the  govern* 
inent :  whereas  there  is  nothing  more  faUe>  and  feveral 
tilings  do  they  now  mod  falily  aflert^ 

A  fourth  ftep  of  defeftion,  and  caufc  of  mourning, 
was  our  fmful  tampering  with  thefe  three  forefaid  men, 
and  others  with  them^  dLQafieAed  to  the  caufe  of  God, 
and  our  ftated  tcftimony  anentthc'taifing  of  a  regiment, 
undef  the  conduft  of  William  Clelland^  one  of  Argylc's 
officers  :  who,  thpugh  once  one  with  us,  yet  was  after- 
ward a  great  oppofer  of  our  teftimony  and  a  reproacher 
of  great  Mr-  James  Renwick,  and  our  faithful  brethren, 
both  at  home,  and  abroad  :  Whereby  a  great  part  of  u» 
were  enfnared  into  a  iinful  and  fcandalous  ailbciation  in> 
war,  with  all  the  perjured,  murdering,  backfliden,  and 
apellate  cn^^mies  of  Chriil,  both  at  home,  and  abroad 

(France 

•  In  ann.ther  paper  intiiled  Steps  of  nefedtroo,  they  fay  there 
**  was  no  f'ucK  thing  heard  or  uoderflood,  before,  or  at  that  time 
*'  by  the  bulk  or  body  of  the  well  meaning  people  who  were. 
••  then  prcfent,  and  fwore  the  cofeoant,  for  the  adminiftrator 
"  (Mr.  Lining)  exprtfly  declared,  that  as  they  thc^  took  it, 
"  that  they  meaned  magiftracy  io  the  ceoeral/  and  had  no  proi- 
*'  p::cl  to  any  in  particular,  but  fuch  anly  as  according  to  the  co- 
'*  ^en^nt  tbcy  could  own,  when  it  (kould  pieafe  the  Lord  to 
••  gVant  lis  fuch. '— -Whereby  the  people  were  cheated  and  tie- 
*'  ceiv<pd.*|—lt  is  obferf  ab{e  that  the  primed  opy  diffeit  from 
the  fublcribed  roll  in  lome  pUcea.,  and  many  of  theVe  who  fuh- 
Icribed  it  that  n'^ht,  and  had  no  time  to  r^ad  it  agdio,  did  nut 
fuHy  undcrffand  it,  neither  had  they  evtr  opportunity  to  lee  it 
«.  icVward,  as  it  wai  in  Mr.  Lining's  cnftody  ua:il  his  U^fXk. 
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(Frtncc  and  his  afibciatcs,  only  excepted)  •  contrairy  In 

Deut.  xxiii.  9, 14.    2  Cbron.  xviii.  3*  with  chapi 

y.rx^  2.  Ifa.  viii.  12,  13.  And  likewife  to  an  owning  of 
their  civil  covfrls,  paying  ccfs  and  other  unpofitiDns  im- 
poied  and  employed  for  the  maintainancc  of  the  Prince 
andt^rincefs  of  Oratigc,  now  become  the  head  of  the 
Milignants,  Prelatic,  Indulged,  Tolcratifts,  and  Scfhi- 
rians  in  thefe  lands.  Thereby  acknowledging  him  and 
them,  and  advancing,  defending,  and  fecuring  them 
and  their  confederates  in  their  defigns,  both  at  home 
■und  abroad ;  and  thus  venturing  our  ftock  in  one  veffel, 
Ca/Hffg  in  our  ht^  and  having  one  purfe  luith  them^  Like 
that  in  ProV.  i.  14.  But  fuch  as  will  regard  the  liOrd!* 
counfd,  ought  to  regard  \'^at  follows,  ver.  15.  M\kn 
walk  not  in  the  way  with  theWf  refrain  thyjootfrcm  tbfir 
path*  It  is  a  ftf  engthening  of  the  hand  of  evil  doers,  and 
a  facrilegious  robbing  of  God  of  otir  nieans  and  eftatcs, 
giving  that  to  his  enemies  which  we  gave  away  to  him, 
in  our  facrcd  covenants  5  contrary  to  the  zeal  wc  owe  to 

our 

.  ♦  This  aj^peart  to  have  rcfpcft  to  the  Treaty  of  Union  eater- 
ed  into  at  the  Hague.  Ftb.  — ,  1691.  by  the  contcderate  princci 
and  allies,  {viz  The  emperor  oi  Qermany,  the  kings  of  SpaiDi 
England,  6i;.)  wherein  I  hey  fay.  **  We  rolcniDly  proteftbe- 
•*  fore  God— that  wft  ^ill  never  break  off  this  Union,  nor  make 
**  peace  with  Lewis  the  XIV.  of  France,  till  the  fbliowtrg  At* 
•*  tides  be  executed  ;  To  the  chligation  of  wliich,  wc  will  o^ 
^*  lige  ourf^lves  forever.  Firft,  Till  he  has  made  repartiionio 
••  the  Holy  See  (of  Rome)  for  vvhaifocver  he  has  a£trd  aj»aisft 
*'  it ;  and  Qotil  he  has  annulled  and  made  void  alt  thefe  in'aiQou) 
*•  proceedings  againft  the  Holy  Father,  Innocent  the  XI," — 
And  in  the  profecution  of  thi$  treaty  Anptus's  regiment,  amoniJ 
others  (having  Mr.  Shields  as  their  minifler)  was  fcnt  ever  to 
Flanders  to  the  combined  army,  where  he,  and  they  contidJed 
fevcral  years,  until  they  were  weary  of  him,  and  heoftbem. 
May  it  not  feem  (Irange,  that  Mr  Sl?iclds  ard  fo  n>any  ofih; 
perfecuted  fociety- people,  whom  he  had  indnccd  to  join  inthi 
regimeot,  (to  ^0  and  pull  donjtn  the  gates  of  Romtt  &c.)  flic^^J 
now  be  enpagtd  in  fuch  a  canfe,  and  alfociaie  with  fuch  company 
as  the  allied  army,  efpoufing  the  Pope's  canfe  ?  Yea  even  zeal- 
ous, godly  and  learned  Mr.  Alexander  Shield?,  who  had  focf* 
fen  preached,  written  and  protefled  againft  afTocittion  and  con* 
federacy  witb  Popifti  Idolaters,  Hereticks,  Malipnanta  ot  St^' 
rians,  and  even  had  written  the  Declit ration  which  at  the  railifi? 
of  the  regiment  they  ^ent  to  theit  cfficers.  May  f  i»h,  1689.  ar.il 
afterward  emitted  at  Dumblain,  cbfi*.  (which  is,in(ertrd  r*8^29^^ 
and  ft  is  probable  that  verbally  he  wcold  yet  protcft  aRainft  ths 
fanx*,  whatever  his  practice  Wiis,  May  nor  this  be  a  Beacon  to 
warn  all,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  think  that  verbally  protcfling 
agalaft  ai^^  (LviCul  courfe,  while  praflicglly  it  ia' ccu&ui -aAed. 
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Gur  Covenanted  Hufbahd,  and  the  honour  <<,his  houfe^ 
b,v  rtbt  only  ftrengthening  and  fecuriug  his  eneinies  in  the 
pofleflion  of  it,  after  .he  had  once  again  fhaken  theit 
foundations ;  but  inviting  them,  and  prof^tuting  our  e-* 
flates  and  confgiences  to  them,  not  Only  playing  the  har-» 
'    lot  With  them,  but  hireing  theifltvjieii  they  have  done, 
like  thefe  people  of  old,    Ezck.  xvi*  33,  34.  Thcx  give 
gifts  to  all  nxihtresy  hut  thou  giveft  gifts  fo  all  thy  lovers ^ 
anJJnreJi  them  that  they  may  come  unto  thee  on  every  fide  foV 
thy  ivhorfdom, — And  what  could  be  their  hire  if  it  \ffai4 
not  their  taxations  they  paid,  and  money  they  feiit  to 
them,  2  Kings  xvi»  8.  and  chap*  xviii.  14,  15.  Hof.  vili. 
.0,  10.     It  is  an  helping,  ftrengtherting,  fuppofting,  andi 
.furniihing  them,  contrary  to  a  Chron.  xlx.  2*  tfa*  liv* 
11.  Jcr.  xxiii*  I4.  Contrary  to  all  our  fortner  refoluti-* 
om,  oaths,  confefGpns,  humiliations,  and  to  the  Solexnii 
JLeague  and  Covenant  Article  4th  and  6thi-«»-Contrary 
to  the  Afts  of  the  General  Aflembly  1647,  fellion  i5th> 
^'^hei^e  it  is  Called  a  joining  hand  in  hand,-'^a  eaiUng.  hi 
their  lots,  and  interweaving  their  interefts  in  way  of 
combination  with  the  pbpiih,  prelatic,  and  malignanC 
party :  And  contrary  to  the  Declaration  of  the  Geuetal 
AiTetnbly  1648,  feilion  %\.  ordaining  <<  that  this  church  . 
<<  and  kingdom  concur  not  in,  nor  any  way  aflift  thil 
\      '  O  o  o  ^'prcf^c 

'  Slid  contradi^ed,  firilt  be  i  fufficient  t^ftifflony  agaioft  ihe  fame 
in  the  (i^hc  ol  Qod,  or  avert  his  ri^teous  Jodgrhents.  Thii 
A^pcart  to  be  cmioently  exemplified  ifl  the  cafe  of  pious  Mr>^^ 
fticaadcr  Shields,  tod  others ;  Who  after  the  raifing  of  AbgHs'ft 
regiment,  he  conttoued  with  them  in  Scotland  and  liaodert  a 
fiuoober  of  years,  with  much  grief,  toil,  aAd  contempt  froffitl^.'c* 
Ke  Wu  ailociated  with^  Retarniog  to  Scotland,  he  was  for  a  (hor  t 
tiiM  fettled  in  St«  Andrews,  ill  aflbciation  with  many  of  the  old 
EpifcopaJ  Curates  there,  who  hated,  mocked,  and  derided  bim« 

'  aod  he,  and  they  entered  into  a  difputation  in  the  £pifcopal 
controfer.'y,  by  word,  and  Write  (fome  of  which  is  yet-extant) 

^  iifitil  Darien  Expedition  occored,  when  to  be  quite  of  |iim,  they 
wrocured  him  to  be  chofen  (with  others)  to  go  and  plant  a  flour- 
ifliing  church  in  the  Wildi  of  Caledonia,  in  company  with  the 
moft  hfiptleifl  fluff  to  make  it  of,  that  Scotland,  or  perhaps  the 

.  woilJ,  afforded,  and  what  corhfort  he  had  therein,  Mr  Dorland^s 
account  of  Darien  bearl  witnels.  So,  ss  many  then  coonted  tl  hia 
ifo  to  join  and  draw  many  others  with  him,  imoafrcciation  and 
coDtederacy  with  malii  •  antsii  was  alfo  hit  plague  and  punlfhmenc 

-  in  an  emineni.  way,  to  be  aflbciated  and  connected  with  fuch,  on- 
•il  hit  death,  IVhetbcr  Ins  principles  and  condo^^  ai  that  time, 
or  the  fentimcaU  and  condu^  of  Mr.  Renwick  and  the  Societies 
(in  a  fimiiar  cafe  t68j.  with  reApeA  to  Argyle*s  a/fpciatioo)  was 
m^  agreeable  to  tbc  luk,  mofi  be  kfi  with  (he  feadcr« 
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^  prefent  engagement^  as  they  wauld  not  partake  In  c* 
*\  thet"  men's  lins>  and  to  receive  of  their  plagues  \  but 
*'  that  by  the  grace  and  affiijance  of  Chrift  they  ftedfaft- 
^  ly  refoWe  to  fuffer  the  rod  of  the  wicked,  and  the  ut* 
•'  termoft  which  men*s  mdice  can  inflict  upon  them,  ra- 
•^  ther  than  to  put  forth  their  hand  to  iniquity." 

A  Fifth  ftep  of  defeftion  was  that  fome  of  us  eoncur- 
pcdin  the  finfuHevics — for  profecuting  this  nioft  impious 
confederacy  bottomed  on  their  late  dcclaratioH  ag^inli: 
that  bloody  tyrant  of  France,  whereof  one  of  the  caufes 
ift  the  wrongs  done  to  their  confederates  abroad,    whey 
are  the  chief  fupporters  of  Antichrift — in  which  they  arc 
aHiflred'  not  only  by  the  body  of  the  land,,  but  by  their 
clergy,  who  not  only  in  their  doftrine  encourage  them, 
therein,  but  hound  out  their  elders,,whomoft  barbaroufly, 
Qn  the  Lord's  day,  break  in  upon  poor  men*s  houfes  with 
their  mow^hs'  full  of  bloody  oaths,  ii>  fome  places  inter- 
rupting family-worfliip,  and  violently  drawing  fervants 
^om  their  mafters,  and  children  from  their  parents,^  and 
parents  from  their  children  and  wives>  cruelly  binding, 
guarding,  and  felling  their  covenanted  brethren  ta  bloo- 
.  3y  enemies  for  fupporting  their  defigris  and  iaterefts  f  ► 
.    And  fome  of  us  taking  commiffions  from  the  country 
ifentlemen,  fome  of  whom  were  guilty  of  Klood,  and  ge* 
nerallyall,  of  the  public  defeftions,  and  o^^^fers  of  our 
Teftimony :  And  fome  were  prevailed  with  to  'take  mo- 
iey  from,  them,  others  keeping  country  mixf  d  mufters,, 
6y  virtue  of  Council:  ordeps,  in  fuch  a^way  as  that  diey 
could  not  fiippo(e  that  it  was  i?i  obedience  ta  tbem,— 
ind  look  upon  us  as  their  militia.     And  thu»  many  of 
ips  by  their  wiles  and  alarms,  the  X^fk  year  at  Glafgow, 
were  fitdly  enfriared  and  involved  in  an  aiTociation  with 
the  very  bulk  of  aU  the- indtilgedv  complying  and  perfc-- 
•iiting  party  ih  the  l^'eft :    CJontrary  to  both  fcripturc^ 
and  the  a&s  of  the  chtirch  of  ScutlaiKi^  as<  is  fhewed  in 

the 

f  Mir.  WilHam  Boyd  that  he  mip,ht  fKew'wbar  kioJn'A  he 
had  for  his  old  h  tends,  and'thathe  infghi  brbehind  nooe  n  thit^ 
After  h«  was  fettled  in  Dairy,  caoftd'his  elden  in  t^e  night,  ta 
takeout  of  iheir  beds  fcvcrab  of'thc  d-fTen-crs  in  thx  paiifh,. 
a^d  upon  tbc  Sabbaih  morning  ihared  ii*.c  old  men's  bear<^»to 
make  ihem  app-^ar  young  ibat  fo  tbey  im>ht  pal's  Jor  the  panfh, 
and  fo  rr-fenied  them  to  the  recwwting  officer  :  But  was  lO  thV 
dlfap pointed,  as  the  officer  would  noraccepj:©*  ihcm  becaufe  of 
fheir  age,  Suc\a  was  a  ^^n  oC  the  reward  Mr,  Boyd  retnmed  »<► 
his  old  Wet^l  for  cotiuWiwUvv^Vj  \^t^rt\>A^^  V»A  ^xaJktx'jKQytact 
i»'hik  he  wa&  abrondy  •»  *\^  t«)^w^  \tW^. 
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ihe  iburth  ftep.     And  the  Acknowledgment  of  Sins  is  fo 
clear  and  peremptory . in  this,  that  it  may  make  us  to  tremf- ' 
jble  to  think  on  it,  whereby  ve  are  (landing  under  fuch 
a  fentence,  which  we  deliberately,  and  fmcerely  part  on 
ourfelvcs,  that  if  ever  we  did  any  more  join  with  th\e 
people  of  thefe  abominations,  the  Lord  would  confumc 
•us,  till  there  were  no  remnant  nor  efcaping,    isfc.  and 
this  was  done,  not  in  raflmefe,  but  with  a  fcripture  pre*, 
cedent,  Esra  xi.  12,  13.  and  experience  hath  made  this 
clear  to  us,  we  never  mingled  ourfelves  amongft  maligf- 
nants,  but  the  Lord  purfued  us  with  iadignation,  and 
ftamped  that  fin  in  legible  charafters  upon  our  judgment, 
witneis,  Dumbar,  Inverkithin,  Pentland,  Bothwel,  {j*c. 
A  Sixth  ftep  of  our  defcAion  and  caufe  of  mourning,  wis 
our  fuffcrin^  the  moft  material  poijits  of  our  teftimony^ 
not  only  to  be  controverted,  but  publicly  oppofed  ai^ 
^iifowned  by  thefe  three  forefaid  minifters  and  their  ac- 
complices-, without  a  fuitabk  teftimony  againft  theni, 
thereby  many  of  ifs  have  been  brought  to  lick  up  .our 
vomit  again:   Severals  taking  occafion  to  traffick  witli 
them  feveral  ways,  as  if  it  had  been  lawful  to  cut  an'd 
carve  In  the  Lord's  matters,  and  fo  gradually,  many  of 
lis  were  brought  in  to  hear,  and  plead  for  the  backflideh 
.  minifters,  both  in  Scotland,  arid  thefe  from>  Ireland,  and 
to  pay  them  ftipends ;  and  fpme  of  us  who  were  chofen 
ciders,  by  our  then  faithful  minifters,  accepted  of  ne^ 
admifilons  from  them,  notwithftanding  of  all  their  old 
and  late  defections,  which  in  part,  are  to  be  feen  in  oiJr 
Inforiiiatcry  Vindication,  and  the  Teftimony  againft  the  . 
tolejration,  given  in  by  worthy  Mr.  Renwick  J,      And 
partly  now  legible  in  vive  characters  on  all  their  pro- 
ceedings.    Thus  we  were  brought  to  an  owning  of  their 
corrupt  and  null  Aflemblies,  Synods,  Prefljyteries,  and 
Seffions,  in  our  petitions,  proteftations,  and  othcrwife : 
Although  they  were  many  ways  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
tiort  of  our  former  faithful  General  Affeinblies,  and  to 
the  comely  ord^r  of  this  church  :  by  which  men  guilty 
of  fcandal,  or  bringing  in  novations  to  the  church,  plead- 
ing for,  confenting,   or  adviilng  to  llnful  complianceis, 
or  who  were  malignants  and  difafl'oCted  to  the  caufe  6f 
God,,  or  who  by  their  counfel,  countenance  or  approba- 
tion, make  thcmfelves  acceflbry  to  any  evil  courfe  were 
O  o  o  2  dcn 

; .  t  And  ts  now  fqTth^r  •▼{dvttl  Iq  Mr.R:ow;5lt*t  T^ftimoaif 
riadicactd*  ' 
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declared  incapable  of  the  meaneft  office  in  Chrift's  \as&y 
of  of  truft  in  the  fmaUeft  of  his  judicatories  ^  but  ra- 
ther, by  his  law,  and  the  laws  of  ou)r  coyenanted  chorchi 
to  be  brought  before  Chrift's  bar  (not  to  judge  but)  to 
be  judged,  for  their  fo  many  ways  betraying,  and  defeiting 
Jiis  caufe,  perfecuting,  and  reproaching  his  friends,  and 
firengthening  bis  enemies,  burying  our  facred  cove- 
nants and  folemn  engagements,  and  all  the  fiuchfultdti- 
monies  and  proteftations  of  this  churchy  and  of  the 
Jjord's  people  in  this  land,  wifh  all  the  A6b  of  our  faith- 
ful General  Aflemblics,  Caufbs  of  the  Lord's  Wrath, 
iS^c.  and  now  impudently  and  ftubornly  defending  and 
pleading  for  their  former,  and  later  offences,  and  cod- 
.  tinuing  therein,  No  man  repenting  of  kis  wckidnejij  w 
fayingy  what  have  I  donc^  Jer.  viii.  6.  MaU  u  6,  7.  and 
ii.  17.  and  iii.  8. 

In  former  lawful  and  faithful  General  Afiembfics  the 
ground  oi  their  fitting,  voting  and  proceedings  ufed,  and 
ought  to  be  the  word  of  God,  (Afb  xv.  28.  and  xvi.  4.) 
the  Confeflion  of  Faith,  Covenants,  Acknowledgpxnt  • 
of  SinS)  and  Engagement  to  duties,  with  the  AAs  of 
former  free  and  faithful  General  AiTcmblicSf  for  whidi 
fte  the  General  Aflenibly,  1638-  fcflion  26th,  Decern, 
aoth. -But  now  the  ground  of  all  their  moving,  vot- 
ing, and  proceedings  in  their  pretended  Aflemblics,  is 
is  their  new,  cliped,  Eraftian  platform  of  PrefbyteriaQ 
government  (fo  called)  with  their  King's  letters  and  k- 
commendations.  See  Brown*s  hiftory  of  the  Indu^encc 
page  XI 6.  Objeft.  3, 

Former  Aflemblios  as  they  revived  and  ratified  what 
former  free  and  lawful  General  AiTcmblies  did,  fo  thet 
annulled  all  farmer  corrupt  Aflemblies,.  See  Aflemblf 
1 63 8,  who  made  many  laudable  afts.  But  now  thcfc 
a£ls  arc,  at  leaft  praftically,  and  by  many  doftrinally 
condemned,  and  corrupt  AflcmWies  approved,  wz.  thcfc 
at  Dundee,  St.  Andrews,  and  Edinburgh,  Anno  1652. 
who  juftified  and  enafted,  the  talcing  in  the  malignantt 
into  places  of  power  and  truf^,  and  pcrfecuted  their  faith- 
ful pratefting  brethren.  And  now;  as  nor  fatisficd  to 
tread  in  the  fame  fteps,  their  prcfeat  pretended  Man- 
hli<s  labour  by  many  ft;;^es  to  furpafs  them;  notwith- 
ftanding  of  ihe  unpar^leled  perjury,  blobdfhed,  fe'r. 
!and  ^he  LpFd'g  vrrath  written  in  legible  chJaraOcrsiupon 
that  defe^ion:  -A^  witnefs  their  juftifying,  andYeftjfing 
%e  CDudcmn  their  pretended  Prtlhyteridfe^- a.t?S4tf*^U> 

Dip- 
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'  Dindeugh,  and  Edinburgh^for  fufpending  faithful  prtar 
chers,  as  worthy  Cameroiii  JsV.  •  -  And  thcurfeyeral  pre- 
tended aflemWies  after  Bothwel  for  fupprefling  of  f^th- 
ful  field-preaching  \  wherein  they  tranfa^led  and  com- 
pared with  the  then  tyrant  for  accepting  of  Eraftian  in- 
dulgences, iand  drawing  up  of  blafphemous  addrel- 
fes,  to*^. 

Former  free  and  lawful  General  Ailemblies,  ufed-dj- 
ligently  to  fearch  for  and  purge  out  all  who  were  under 
fcandal,  and  guilty  of  bringing  in  novations,  and  carry- 
ing on  defeftion  contrary  to  thefworn  covenant  and  law- 
fully eftabliilied  a^s  and  conftitutions  of  this  church, 
founded  upon  the  word  of  God  j  According  to  the.  or- 
der (in  the  3d  General  Affembly  or  this  church,  -^«/y 
1562)  «  that  at  the  entry  of  every  Affembly,  ,the^rlt 
*•  work  is  to  be  anent  trying  and  purging  ther  members 
«*  thereof,  requiring  all,  as  they  render  the  glory  of  God 
*'  and  the  well  of  this  kirk,  and  as  they  ihail  be.anfwer- 
*«  able  to  God, — that  they  give  in  the  names  and  faults 
**  of  any  of  their  number,  for  removing  of  the  flander 
**  which  arifes  to  the  whole  kirk  by  their  admitting  of 
<<  fuch  members.  Ukestis,  it  is  appointed  that  -any  to 
•*  whofc  charge  any  thing  is  laid,  ought  to  be  tem^rved 
*'  out  of  the  Affembly  until  his  caufe  be  tried  ;  and  if 
**  he  be  convicled,  he  can  have  no  voice  until. the  kirk 
*<  receive  fatisfa^ion/'—^The  like  is  to  be  feea  in  the 
fubfcqucnt  Affcmblies,  March  1568.  Auguftdth,  1x78-^ 
and  1580,  1 58 1.  Alio  all  the  faithful  Affemblies^ofihis 
church  lince  the  glorious  reformation  in  the-  year ;  1(^3 8^ 
have  followed  the  f^me  fteps.  -       y 

What  {hall  we  think  of  the  pretended  Affemblies  n«w  ? 
where  none  are  admitted  to  lit  amongft  them^  but  fuch 
as  are  openly  fcandalous,  guilty  of  both  former  and  pre* 
fcnt  defections,  direftly  contrary  to  the  folemn  o;^hs, 
engagements,  conftitutions  and  afts  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  ;  and  witneffed  againft  by  many  declafatipnsj 
remonih'ances,  proteftations,  and  blood  and  fuflerings. 
Witncfs  their  admitting  the  whole  train  of  the  indulged, 
addreffers  for  the  toleration,  bonders^  tet^^ers,  curate- 
hearers,  who  communicate  with  them.  \  a^d  fuchasTode 
with  the  enemies  for  app]:eKending  the  Lord's  people, 
fat  on  their  aifizes, .  guarded  them  to  fca^bkk^  rt£5'r« 
are  admitted  as.^lders^  without  Tepeotanc^  neqt^krqi  or 
grven  \  and  ^of  complim  Vrith,  and  conntvdnt  at/fiich, 
&aoft  the  whole  of  th^  AOcmVy^eoniiib.'  *Whiie:.they 
,  '  debarred 
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^barred  Meflh.  Lining,  Siiekis  and  Boydibr  thdr  £ar- 
ncr  piofeffed  faithfulnefs^  tiU  tke]r  acknowledged  (hy 
-yeceiving  patiently  a  reprimand  for)  their  former  £ftlth- 
Mneis,  as  fchifm^  divifion,  (5*^.  and  fubmitted  and 
fol^cded  thenifelves  their  lives  and  doArxnc  to  the  cog- . 
nizance  of  thdr  judicatories ;  thus  acknowledging  docj 
to  befxn>  and  fin  to  be  dutv  {>  M^-  ^^i-  X4»  15* 

Ah  !  may  it  not  be  a  quellion.  Whether  liVelates  or 
pretended  rrefb\terians  have  given  the  deepell  woond 
to  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  (hall  have  the  greateft 
challenge  when  the  chief  She^erd  comes  to  plead,  the 
Gontrovcr^es  of  Zion  ? 

ill  former  times,  aft^r  a  defection  the  records  of  church 
and  ftate,  were,  and  ought  to  be  revifed,  and  feen  what 
we  bad  attained  unto,  and  thus  entered  ourfelves  heirs 
irato  our  fathers,  and  built  upon  the  good  old  founda- 
tion, (the  rubiih  being  09ce  tSiken  away)  and  ib  gone 
-  on  to  more  perfe^on  ;  But  now  we  enter  not  with  our 
old  Mafter,  Chrift,  but  take  a  new  charter  fi[x>m  the  o^ 
pen  enemies  and  their  accomplices,  and  enter  not  our- 
felves heirs  to  our  fathers  purchafe  through  blood  and 
vreftlings,  but  to  our  grandfathers,  as  broken  heirs  to 
evite  the  debt  of  the  many  vows  and  engagements, — ^and 
teftimonies  that  we  and  the  whole  land  are  inviolably  en- 
gaged unto  :  Far  frdm  the  zeal  and  faichfulnefs  o/  our 
fathers  in  the  General  AiFeinbly  1638,   who   notwith- 
ifamding  of  all  the  threateniqgs  of  enemies,  did  approve 
and  revive  the  afts  of  former  free  and  lawful  General 
Afiemblies,  and  condemned  and  annulled  corrupt  Ai- 
femblies,    renewed  the   National    Covenant, — depDicJ 
and  excommunicated  the  bilhops,  t5*r.     Wherer.:i  now- 
many  curates,  guilty  of  perjury,  blood  and  perfiicutioa, 
«are  continued, — by  virtue  of  a  letter  from  tht-ir  King, 
and  a£ts  of  their  pretended  parliament,  aud  jlau.n-m  of 
their  Prefbytcries,  fo  called, — and  enacting  \\\  t'^elr  pre- 
tended  General  Aflembly,  1690,  that  they   would  de- 
pofe  no  incumbents   iimply  for   their  judgment  anent 
church-government  ;    and  as   is  yet   more  palpable  in 
their  practice  fince,  the  civil  powers  ord^uning  coUcdlors 
fomeofwhom  are  Prclhyterian  eld;:rs,  (fo  called)  to  lift 
the  vactmt  ftipjnds  fbr  the  maintjenauce  of  the  Prelates 

and 

J  The  reader  willrcojeniber  and  conipare  t?iit  wirh  the  pr.o* 
poial  made  by  Mr,  Urging  at  the  Geo.  Meet.  Sent.  »5tb,  i6Jo. 
9Ln^  what  W2.'  agreed  \^v^t\  \>^  lUt  T\.ttU(i(!^'u(aa  the  <ta- tioS  7th 
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«tt<J  feme  profane  Curates,  cohtirary  td  our  id  tiook  of 
clifcipiine,  chap,  ix,  which  calls'  fuch  things  detcftablc 
fiicrilege. — Yea  thefe  hirelings  and  foul-deftroyers  arc 
iuffer<jd  to  preach,  and  adminiller  both  facramcnts,  and 
enjoy  benelices,  befides  meeting-houfes,  in  moft  pl«cc« 
of  the  land  ;  and  colleftors,  lurveyors,  chamberlains, 
fintners,  i^c.  in  Charles'  and  York's  time,  who  for 
icfcming  hazard  durft  hot  preach  the  go! pel,"  are  now  ad- 
mitted without  a  challenge. 

In  former  times,  after  a  defeftlon,  the  renewmg  of 
our  folema  covenants  was  always  fet  about.  This  church 
according  to  many  fcripture  precedents,  Deut,  xxix.  i, 
-T-I2-  Joih.  xxiv*  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  3.  and  xv.  12, — 
15.  2  Kings  xi.  17.  and  that  as  a  fit  and  excellent niean 
to  attain  the  favour  of  God,  and  to  unite  and  ftrdngthcn 
tKem  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  prefcrva- 
tion  and  propagation  of  the  true  reformed  religion  ;  as 
SQ  the  years  1557,  1559,  1560,  15W,  1638,  1639. 
a  643,  and  1648.  with  the  acknowledgment  ^of  Sins  and 
Engagement  to  Duties. 

Now  what  a  dreadful  and  aftonifhing  thing  is  it,  that 
thefe  folemn  vo\V5  and  covenants,  the  marriage  contraft 
lictwixt  Chrift  and  thefe  nations  ;  a  covenant  to  whkb 
Ch rift's  wltneffes  did  always  adhere,  and  for  which  they 
fnfFered,  Ihonld  not  only  be  burnt  by  cnemtes ;  but  by 
thefe  called  Prefbyterian  mibifter^  and  profeffors,  now  " 
.  tilified,  oppofed  and  buried  ? 

Ah  !  we  have  not  kept  up  a' due  impreffion  of  our  fo^ 
!enm  covenants  with  God,  nor  endeavoured  to  perforin 
them  ;  therefore  hath  given  up  the  moft  part  to  a  pal- 
pable difowning,  burying,  renouncing  and  abjuring  of 
them.  The  curfed  thing  which  was  before  fecretly  with 
Bs,  is  now  pleaded  and  difputed  for.br  our  ps'etendedt 
'  fecrs  and  watchmen,  called  PrefbytcriancS.  \Vc  have 
dealt  treiichercni-fly  with  God,  therefore  1^  has  given  us 
wp  to  treacherous  dealers. 

Covenant-breaking  vs  a  moft  dangerous  5ind  drcadfi^l 

Cn,  f(ir  which  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  thar  i* 

kindled  againft  thefe  lands  becaufe  of  foif inking  and  del- 

pifmg  the  covenant,  aijd  often  condemned,  threatened, 

\     and  feverely  plagued  of  God,  Pfahn  Ixxv  iil.   34,— 37* 

*  Jer.  xi.  10.  2   Kings  xvii.   15.    Lev*  xxvi.    25.    l>eut» 

xxix.  20,-24.  Jer.   xxii.  8,  9.  Ezek»  xvii.  ijj.  Amos 

;      1.  9u  Jofh.  vii,  xi^  12,  2  Sam.  xxii,  J,  2. 

I       '  '      '  A  fc'y^rv^vVt 
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A  feventh  ftep  of  defeAion  and  caufe  ofmoumingi 
is  our  not  ftudying  perfonal  reformation,  and  going  be* 
fore  one  another  in  the  example  of  a  real  reformation  : 
But  rather  many  have  been  bad  examples  of  defofmation 
Sn  our  practices, — therefore  the  holy  and  jealous  God 
has  given  us  up  to  build  again  the  things  which  we  once 
deftroyed,  and  to  an  avowed  difowning  of  otir  covenant- 
ed reformation.  Neither  endeavoured  we,  while  God't 
candle  fhined  upoti  our  tabernacle,  and  his  prefence  and 
proteAion  followed  us  in  the  wildernefs  as  a  cloud  by  day 
and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to  get  our  cafe  fearched  and 
difcovered,  and  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  con« 
fcience  ;  therefore  moft  of  us  are  given  up  to  confcience- 
wafting  fins.  We  have  not  drawn  with  joy  from  our. 
wells  of  falvation  while  they  were  open,  and  running  in 
pure  and  powerful  ordinances  ;  therefore  God  hath  fuf-« 
fered,  firft  the  Philiftincs,  and  now  our  profefling,  back- 
Aiding,  and  backbiting  brethren  to  flop  thefe  wells. 

An  eight  ftep  of  defection  and  caufe  of  mourning,  is 
our  promifcuous  admitting  of  feverals  into  our  meetings 
and  focieties,  while  known  to  be  guilty  of  fome  one  or 
more  of  thefe  things,  without  any  challenge  or  evidence 
of  their  fenfe  of,  or  forrow  fgr  the  fame  }  particularly 
admitting  fuch  as  ftole  away  from  Angus's  regiment,  or 
laid  down  their  charge  in  it,  without  giving  a  teftimony. 
againfl  it,  and  taking  up  their  former  ground  and  the 
good  old  way  of  managing  it  -, — and  likewife  hearing  and 
.calling  thefe  three  minifters  after  all  the  difcovcries  of 
their  relinquifiiing  and  betraying  the  caufe  ; — and  our 
fecurity,  impenitency,  obftinacy  and  incorrigiblenefs  un- 
der all  the  dreadful  tokens  of  the  Lord's  indignation  a- 
gainfl  us  becayfe  of  the  fame  •,  fo  that  while  he  conti- 
nues to  fmite  us,  we  are  fo  far  from  humbling  ourfelvcs 
that  we  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  any  that  out  of  con- 
fcience  difowns,  or  difcountenances  us  in  thefe  couffes^ 
fo  that  we  wax  worfe  and  wOrfe,  and  iln  more  and  more, 
as  if  we.  had  been  delivered  to  commit  all  thelc  abomina- 
tions, Jen  viii.  5/6,  7.  Ifa,  xlii.  23,  24,  25.  Lev. 
xxvi.  14,-39. 

Yea,  a  toleration  of  all  errors,  herefics  and  blafphe- 
mies  is  now  promoted  and  pleaded  for,  and  connived  at,^ 
notwithftanding  the  clear  light  of  the  fcripture  to  the 
contrary,  and  alfo  of  reafon  both  human  and  divide, — 
as  is  evident  in  many  Icriptures,  particularly  Gen.  xxxv. 
^y  3i  4»  Exod,  xxiii.   32,    33.   chap,  xxxiv.   12, — 15. 

Dcut. 


ftetiii  vii.  i, — 6,  igy  26.  Jofli.  xxii.  r 6,-^21.  Deut; 
btiiL  Pfiil.  ci.  Ezek.  xliii.  7,  8.  Zech.  xiii.  2.  Johu,  ii. 
15^  t6.  Rom.  xiii.  3,  4;  Revi  ii.  It  is  contrary  alfo 
1^0  tfie  Larger  CatecUfm^  in  the  2d  command ;  and  to 
the  Cohfeffion  of  Faith,  chap.  20i  §  4.  and  chap.  23* 
5  3.  and  contrary  to  our  folemnly  fworn  national  covcr 
viiants^  which  are  inviolably  binding;  Is  a  tdleration  of 
trror  the  performing  of  thele  vows  of  Gcxi  upori  us  ?  or 
is  it  hot  rather  the  way  to  caft  lOofe  the  rieformed  relir 
gioziin  Scotlahdi  to  hinder  the  irefomiation  of  England^ 
to  niar  lihifbrmity  in  one  confeflibii  of  faith^  fe*r  ?  Shall 
We  hereby  ixtirfate  Prelacy ^  EraJliantftH^  fuperJUtioriy  ker 
refjy  fvbifiH^  prcfahemjs^  and  luhatpevef  is  cotitvdrj  t9 
found  dohrint  aud  the  pQwer  of  godlinefs  ?  Or  is  it  not  ra* 
.  ther  a  niirfing  them  bn  our  breafts,.  and  dandling  them 
iipoh  our  knees  ?  Is  this  to  free  our/elves  of  the  guilt  of 
biher  tneifsfms  ?  Oris  it  lipt rather  to  part^e  withthcai 
therein^  jand  fo  to  partake  of  their  phgues  ?  Shall  by 
this  the  Lord  he  one^  and  his  name  tne  in  tht  three  king-* 
doms  ?  Is  it  not  rather  tb  multiply  our  gods  according 
to  the  number  of  cur  cities  ?     Ezek^xvii.  i8|  19.  Neh<   ' 

As  a  toleration  was  hoHbeh  feftabilfhed  bylatr,  but 
only  proJ€^^d  and  pled  for  ;  it  may  not  be  improper 
..  here  to  give  a  few  extrafts  frofei  the  dying  teftimonies  of 
fome  cf  thefe  old  men,  who  lived  until  about  the  cCm* 
menc^ment  tiiereo/:  Partitularly  (for  brevity's  fake)  the 
dying  teft-niony  of  old  John  Tvilfon^  gardener  in  the 
(hire  of  Air j  dated  at  ^if/tf^j  April  loth^  1710*  Where- 
in he  lays  ; 

NEITHER  dare  t  acknowledge  thefe  mitiiffeiii 

to  be  faithful  who  complied  with  Prelacy,  or  the  indul- 
gence,  or  any  who  came  in  under  the  fconc6  of  York'3 
abominaJ3le  tdleration,  and  have  not  given  a  faithful  tcf* 
timony  againft  the  fame.  Very  unlike  the  faithful  tcfti^ 
moi^ies  of  our  faithful  miniflers  in  the  times  of  purity  ;t 
and  efpecially  that  teftimpny  given  by  the  minifters  of 
Perth  and  Fife  againft  Crpmwell'i;  toleration  ;  and  the 
teftimony  of  th.e  General  Affembly  iii  tl^eir  Declaratiott 
and  Exhortation  to  their  bretnren  in  England,  They 
fay,  "  What  is  libo^ty  of  confciencc,  but  liberty  of  er- 
**  ror,  fcajud.il,.fcliiriii,  hercfy,  diihonour  of  God,  op- 
P  p  p  ^^  Tj^-^A-t^'?* 
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"'pofing  the  truth,  hindering  reformation,  feduciivgof^ 
<«  others,  \^c.  V\  And  tlic  minifters  of  the  county  Pala- 
tine of  Lancaftcr  in  their  harmonious  teftimony  againft 
toleration,  fubfcribed  by  them  JlfflrrA  ^tiy  1647,  do  fitly 
addi  "  TTiaf  a  toleration  is  the  putting  a  fwordin  amad 
♦*  man's  hand,  a  cup  of  poifon  in  the  hand  of  a  child,  a 
•*  letting  loofe  of  madmen  with  firebrands  in  their  hands, 
•^  an  appointing  of  a  city  of  refuge  in  men's  confcienccs 
•*  for  the  devil  to  flee  to,  and  a  laying  of  a  ftumbling-* 
<•  block  befiwre  the  blind,  a  proclaimhig  liberty  for  the 
«*  wolves  to  come  into  Chrift's  fold,  to  prey  upon  his 
•*  lambs  ;  a  toleration  of  foul-murder,  the  greateft  of  all 
«'  murder,  Isfc^  Therefore  I  durft  not  fay  a  confedc-  ' 
racy  with,  itor  hear  fuch  minifters,  nor  own  them  as 
faithful  minifters  ;—  becaufe  rhey  have  never  as  yet  laid 
do^n  a  cleanly  way  to  purge  the  church  of  Scotland  of 
all  the  abominable  things. that  have  been  committed 
therein  j  and  any  amongtt  them  that  appear  to  be  more 
faithful  and  tender-hearted  than  others,  they  dare  not 
ufe  their  freedom,  for  fear  of  being  put  out  of  their  fy- 
nagoguc  :  So  that  now  the  church  of  Scotland  feems  to 
be  in  a»  fad  a  cafe  as  ever  fhe  was  in,  when  by  acl  of  par- 
liament they  have  fold  away  all  thcfe  noble  rights  both 
of  church  and  ftate  that  were  fo  dearly  conquilhed  in 
our  father's  days. 

O  how  dreadful  wickednefs  Is  In  that  fmfiil  union  be- 
twixt Scotland  and  Engln^rd  !  The  nobility  of  Scotland 
have  given  away  their  power  to  the  beaft. —  And  oh  ! 
how  fad  I  that  io  few  of  them  have  had  a  heart  to  give 
faithful  teftimony  againft  the  fame  ;  and  ai:iy  minifters 
that  are  more  free  and  faithful  in  giving  warning  to  the 
poor  mHled  people,  all  the  reft  are  crying  out  againft 
thcna  with  defpite. — ^Tlierefore  I  leave  my  Protcftaticn 
and  teftimony  againft  all,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  who 
have  tranfafted,  affiftcd,  confented  to  or  connived  with 
them  that  did  it,  and  that. have  not  in  their  place  and 
l^ation  teftified  againft  it,  for  thefe  have  given  their  con- 
sent to  it  in  lefs  or  more  :  Yea,  they  are  all  guilty  be- 
fore the  Lord  who  are  not  humbled  and  mourning  be- 
fore the  Lord  for  the  fame. 

Prelacy  brake  down  and  burnt  our  glorijou'?  covenanted 
reformation,  and  this  baftard  Eraftian  Prcft)ytcry  hath 
buried  it  in  deep  forget fulnefs.  But  I  die  in  the  faith  of 
ft,  that  the  burying^of  it  fliall  hereafter  be  its  glorious  re- 
fiirre£lion»     But  I  am  furc  of  this>  that  there   arc  faj 

days 
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^ys  abiding  Scotland  before  our  Lord  return  to  it  again 
to  build  his  ruined  work.  Bloody  blood  fball  be  &ed 
in  plenty  in  Scotland,  for  the  innocent  blood  ihed  there- 
in-.  ^Thus  for  with  mine  own  band  ;   but  being  fo 

weak  and  bed-faft,  I  muft  now  ufe  the  hand  of  an- 
other. 

Now  having  briefly  told  what  I  own  and  what  I  dif. 
own,  I  think  fit  in  the  next  place,  to  give  an  account 
when  the  Lord  began  to  take  a  dealing  with  my  foul 
which  in  all  humility  I  defire  only  to  do  for  his  glory^ 
and  to  provoke  others  who  fhaU  arife,  to  fall  in  love 
with  my  kind  Lord. 

If  ever  I  got  good  of  thegofpel,  it  was  under  the  mi- 
niftry  of  that  great  and  Ihinin'g  lighjt  ^Ir.  William  Gu- 
thrie. O  !  how  fweet  did  the  Lord  make  the  free  of- 
fers of  himfelf  to  my  foul  by  dear  Mr.  Guthrie  5  fo  that 
after  the  minifters,  but  efpecially  he,  were  caft  out  of 
\i  their  churches,  it  wds  very  fad  and  heavy  for  me  to  bear. 
-;-  J5b  my  dear  minifter  being  removed,  I  began  to  enter  in- . 
to  fo^emn  covenanting  with  God. 

The.next  remarkable  paflage  of  his  love  was  at  Ma^ 

-    Me  communion,  where   I  took  my  communion  with  a 

folemn  furrendering  and  giving  a^vaymyfelf  to  the  Lord.* 

O  !  the  remembrance  of  that  time  hath  often  fincc  rc- 

■^    freflied  my  foul ;  albeit  I  had  heard  the  curates  and  the 

.    backiliden  minifters,  yet  the  Lord  made  light  to  arife  by 

foveral  of  them  who  were  more  faithful  than  others,  as 

Mr.  John  Kid,  Mr.  Jo|in  King,  Mr.  John  Dickfon,  but 

■    particularly  by  faithful  Mr.  Richard  Cameron,  who  was 

'4    helped  pleafjntly  to  redd  marches  betwixt  fin  and  du- 

'.   ty.     After  the  defeat  at  Bothwel,  I  was  intercommuned 

^    and  declaimed  rebel.     The  pleafanteft  time  that  ever  I  en* 

f  joyed  was  then,  when  I  was  joined  with  that  fufFering 

i'  remnant,  while  hunted  as  partridges  on  the  mountains, 

1*1   in  following  the  perfecuted  gofpel,  efi>ecially  in  pleafimt 

^     Mr.  Renwick's  time,  who  was  helped  to  be  faithful  in 

^'   his  life  and  at  his  death. 

:>.  But  as  I  may  remember  thefe  days  with  joy  and  com- 
-■  fort ;  fo  with  as  much  grief  and  forrow  I  may  reth'erilber 
"  what  fjpllowed  ;"  For  he  being  gone,  and  having  handed 
down  a  pleafaiu  and  well-flated  teflimony  5 — after  the  "re- 
^  Pppi     •  Volution- 

*  •  There  it  extant  five  of  his  covenant  tnii^r'><5Vion?,  the  fi«ft 

is  dated  July  1664,  the  fccond  AuRuft  4«h,  i6r8.  the  third 
Febroarv  at-.h,  1689.  tU  founh  M^rsh  3d  1629.  the  lifih  JdD, 
I  ft,  x6$6. 
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Tbtotion,  tbofc  that  (hould  have  done  the  Kkc,  foon  af- 
ter treachcrouily  betrayed  it  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies^     , 
and  put  all  into  the  faddeft  of  confiiiions  ;  acd  not  only 
fo,  but  took  the  bulk  bf  that'  pleafant  party  along  with 
them,  vrho  had  been  helped  to  ftand  it  out  faithfoUy 
chiring  the  heat  cf  perfccution,  who  were  now  by  the 
fuinile  drauj;bts  and  fair  fpeeches  of  thefe  three  trcachc-. 
rous  men,  Mcffrs.  Lining,  Shields  and  Boyd^  led  afide 
into  dcfefrion,  from  one  ftep  into  another,  until  they 
were  as  foul  as  the  time  could  make  them.     Q  !  but 
thefe  were  fad  and  breaking  tidies  ;    and  I  wanted  not 
ifiy  part  of  the  trials  of  thefe  times,  by  rcafan  of  the 
great  refpe£l  I  bore  to  thefe  perfons  of  quality  in  the 
place  where  I  then  reCded,    ("oiz.  Keriland)  and  any 
thing  I  was  then  drawn  into,  when  the  Lord  reckoned 
with  me  for  it,  was  made  9^  the  terrors  of  death  unto 
me. 
•  O  1  that  was  a  dark  time,  as  ever  mine  eyes  faw.     But 
when  it  pleaibd  the  Lord  to  give  a  little  light  and  a  little 
comfort  and  help,  by  raiflng  pp  and  fpiriting  fome  to  be 
means  in  his  hand  to  gather  fome  few  of  the  once  many 
fcattered  people  of  the  Lord,  and  to  bring  them  to  nn- 
derfVanil  their  ways  and  one  another's  minds,  ^nd  to  take 
xip  the  fallen  teftimonvjj  (though  in  a  private  way  aod  ca- 
pacity) ;    this  W2S  a  new  joy  and  ccmfort  unto  me.     The 
canfes  of  rafts  were  then  fweet.     The  public  tellimonies 
were  then  deiireable.     Our  meetings  fweet  and  refrefli- 
lul ;  pleafant  were  our  out-going?,  and  iVeet  our  home- 
comings.    But  after  the  death  of  brave  Sir  Robert  Ha- 
milton, the  clouds  began  to  darken  our  ikies. 

After  many  fniiti^fs  eflays, — it  plcafed  the  Lord  to 
fend  us  a  blink  of  the  gofpel ;  but  it  hath  but  a  wii(iter 
beam  or  heat,'howiong  it  Ihall  continue,  God  only  know- 
cth.  O  th«t  bpth  miniftcrs  and  people  may  be  tender 
and  fr.ithful  both  in  the  caafe,  and  in  their  converlation, 
and  then  you  may  look  for  the  longer  continuance  cf  it. 

And  now  being  on  the  borders  of  eternity,  I  dare  not 
once  doubt  but  he  who  hath  begun  this  work,  will  alfo 
perfeft  and  finifh  il.  But  C)  !  to  have  it  cnce  fairly  fi-. 
Tuihed.  Neither  dare  I  call  in  queition  that  this  is  the 
Lord's  way  that  I  die  owning,  he  having  fo  often  con6r->. 
med  my  foul  therein  by  his  word  and  i'pirit,  that  it  were 
^  piece  of  great  rebellion  in  nic  oriCC  to  doubt  it  :  Neith- 
er am  I  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  his  caufe  ftuill  yet 
ttiumjih^— let  ayofts^^  jpairuftt?r$  and  pif-ofcflcrs  do  their 
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Vtineft  to  hinder  it,  yet  io  fpitc  of  ihcm  all,  QiriftiliaH 
get  up  »Tul  be  glorious  in  Scotland,-^But  O !  as  yc  Aroald 
£ver  ddfire  to  fee  it,  ftrivc  to  be  faithful  to  tlie  c^ufe,  ^ea«- 
lous,  koly  and  tender  in  your  praak:es,-«^and  patieat  in 
welUdoing.  Weary  not  m  following  yonr'dotp,  for  the 
time  may  be  lengtheHced  crat  yet.  ^flie  Lord  *fae  ^itk 
you  all.  I  fiiall  fay  no  n>ore  ;  but  to  him  thaturaft  con- 
firm, comfort  and  eftablifti  :you,  and  give  me  a  fair  laun 
4ing,  be  praife  both  now  and  ftjr  ever.    Awxn, 

BusBEE,  Jpril  ig,  1710.  JOHN  WILSON, 

Here  follows  a  few  ExtraBf  from  the  dying  Te^imony 
of  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  Student  tf  I)ivinityy  &c. 

iN  our  own  country  I  heard  that  frfthftit  fervant  of 
Jefus  Chrift  Mr,  James  Renwick  on  Heb.  xiii,  13. 
ough  my  accefs  to  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and 
feeming  danger, — fbon  after,  joining  wfth  the  perfecut- 
ed  party,  I  frequented  their  Meetings  with  pleafure  and 
delight.  During  which  time  the  Lord  was  training  mc 
up  for  after  times,  and  feeding  me  as  a  lamb  in  a  large 
pafture,  and  clearing  mc  about  my  fouls  iiuereft  fron:^ 
many  fweet  fcriptures,  and  anfwcrs  of  prayer,  making 
me  to  devote,  and  dedicate  myfelf  to  the  Lord  and  his. 
fu£Fering  caufe  (in  the  work  of  theminiftry)  and  in  tefti-* 
mony  of  his  acceptance  of  my  poor  oiFer,  he  fealed  and 
confirmed  the  fame  with  his  Holy  Spirit  .of  truth  upoa 
my  fpirit,  with  the  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  about  a 
year  ^d  a  half. — But  after  the  death  of  that  pleafant 
plant,  faithful  Mr.  Reqwick,  The  Revolutioij  coming; 
on,  the  breaking  of  the  party  fbon  followed.  The  three 
minifters.  foon  leaving  us,  joined  with  the  corrupt  efta- 
blifhment  1690,  fins  fnares  and  defecliops  growing  a- 
{>ace, — after  the  breaking  of  the  party,  there  were  feveral 
Meetings  betwixt  the  rcniaining  diflenters — at  length  by 
the  firft  eight  caufcs  (or  fteps  of  *  defeftipn,  called  Tin-, 
nald  Paper,  upon  which  fome  Faft-days  were  kept)  and 
the  Declaration  160^,  a  (jonliderabl^  party  from  the  fe- 

"veral 

*  ScTrral  of  thcfe  old  men  io  their  dyinj?  teftimonies  niention'- 
theft  ei^ht  caufes  upon  which  their  (ir/l  fad:  day  was  kepr*  at 
being  the  fvveettflfaft- day  they  had  fcctt  of  a  Jong  ume  B^fore.^ 
particularly  old  John  AlJ,ttbcfoD|  who  was  QOeoi  thcfs  haoifhe^ 
t^  Garglio^, 
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Tcral  {hires  came  to  be  united  again  upon  the  old  ground 
—and  fuitablfe  meafures  for  regulating  their  Meetings^ 
laid  down  r  And  fomc  from  the  other  two  nations  hear- 
ing of  our  comely  order,  and  that  the  Lord  was  amongft 
lis  dcfired  our  help  to  reftify  diforders  amongft  them,  and 
to  crcft  fcUowfliJps :  Whereupon  the  General  Meeting 
fent  John  Clark  and  me,  twice  to  Ireland,  and  as  often 
with  others  I  was  fent  to  England,  where  we  got  fcU 
lowfhips  eredked  according  to  our  own  order  at  home.— ^ 
After  the  emiiHon  of  the  forefaid  Declaration,  per- 
fecution  ariilng  a  little,  fome  of  our  number  being  tak- 
en and  imprifoaed  (for  eight  months)  others  fought  after 
who  fell  not  into  their  hands. — Mr.  James  Kid  who  was 
gpne  abroad  about  a  year  beft>re  to  qualify  himfelf  at  their 
Colleges  in  philofophy  and  divinity  for  printing  the  faid 
Declaration  together  with  Mr.  Hugh  Binning's  piece  a- 
gainft  aflbciation,  had  becQ  imprifoned  there  f  •  ^Vhere- 
..  ;  upon, 

X  As  an  anonyinwn  writer  of  the  Life  o^  Mr.  BtAftiog  prc» 
fixed  to  the  quarto  volame  of  his  (ermqos,  doubts»  or  ^moftde. 
Dies  Mr.  Binning  to  he  tbe'author  of  his  cafe  of  conf^iecce  coo-  ' 
cerninp;  afTociatton,  c^r.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  fliew 
the  grcuodUiroeU  of  what  the  faid  wtiter  alleges  on  that  head. 
He  favs,  '*  It  19  much  qQcflioned  by  the  raoft  intelligeot  i^  that 

**hook  was  really  Mr.  Binning's, becaufe  the  Publ.flier  con- 

*•  cealshis  name,  and  brings  no  mann^^r  of  voucher,  fheuring  that 
**  it  was  ^fr.  Binning's,  (jrr.**  7'his  is  fomewhat  ftran^e,  that 
tNamefcfs  Author  (houid  quarrel  that  book  becaufe  the  Pu* 
bliiher  hath  omitted  to  tcil  his  name,  and  hath  only  inferted  the 
iVuthor'sname-  He  m«ght  have  known  that  it  was  not  I'jdj  a 
fecrct  that  Mr.  James  K.»d  (who  was  afterward  feiticd  mintfter 
in  Queen's -ferry)  was  the  rubliflier  ;  and  upon  that  account 
iiiffered  both  long  long  imprifanment  at  Utrecht,  and  the  feizura 
of  ail  that  they  could  get  oF  the  books;  and  as  for  vouchers, 
Mrs.  Binning,  the  reli^  of  the  worthy  author  bein^  then  alive, 
and  having  connexion,  and  much  correlpondencs  with  Mr.  Ha* 
inilton,  Mr.  Renwick,  and  many  of  the  perfecuted  foctrty  peo- 
ple, and  of  the  fame  feniiments  with  them,  as  appears  by  fevc- 
ral  letters  yet  extant  in  their  own  band  writ ;  and  Mr.  Ren- 
wick  fpcaks  of  her  in  fomcof  hii  tetters,  as  in  the  49  and  104  pa- 
ges of  th^  printed  volume  of  his  letters  :  but  efpeciJly  it  appears 
by  a  paragraph  which  is  omitted  in  the  primed  copy,  page  58. 
which  ftiall  beheretraofcrlbed  from  the  original  wrirtcn  with  nis 
own  baiid,  whcrc-n  he  fays,  **  Likcwife  (accord  ng  to  yoor 
•♦  direfkion)  I  challenged  MiS.  Binning — upon  the  comraendatU 
**  en  file  gave  to  J %hn  Wilioo,  in  her  Letter  to  y.>u  :  B^it  fhe 
**  fays.  That  {Tie  i)ad  not  then  feen  bis  teliimony,  sn^  was  for- 
•'  ry  when  fl^e  faw  it,  th^t  it  was  fa  ccn'rary  both  to  her  thoi*«g)ilS 
•'  and  coinmendation  cf  him.*'  And  likewite  a  poilcript  to.ilie 
:^o:h  Letter  rdatire  to  ihs  fame  metier,  is  aifo  omitted.    And 

4iboa( 
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tfpofl,  to  know  of  his  affairs,  and  to  mimfter  comfort 
unto  him,  the  General  Meeting  made  choice  of  me  to 
go  over  to  him  j  fo  with  difficulty  getting  me  loofed  from  ■ 
liiy  charge  (being  then  in  Earlftoun's,  teaching  his  chil- 
dren) I  went.  But  except  the  firft  packet  of  letters,  I 
could  get  no  more  in  to  him,  neither  could  I  have  acce& 
to  him  myfclf  during  the  whole  time  of  his  imprifon- 
ment.  So  writing  an  account  of  this  to  thefc  ^o  fcnt 
me,  and  to  know  what  was  their. will  further, — they 
wrote  again,  ordering  mc  to  ftay  ftill  thq-e  and  go  to 
fome  of  their  Colleges. — But  I  not  feeing  it  fit— to  go  to 
Utrecht,  left  I  fhould.be  clapt  up  befidc  Mr.  Kid,  being 
of  the  fame  mind  with  him  anent  thefe  things  for  which 
he  ^as  imprifoned,  I  went  to  Groningcn  College,  where 
I  commenced  inafier  of  artjf  no  ifuquious  impoiition  bc- 
'  iiig  there  laid  upon  me,  which  before  in  Glafgow  I  had 
fliunned  bccaufe  of  the  oath  then  tendered  to  fuch  as 
paffed  their  degrees  binding  them  to  Prelacy,  ^c^  ■  ■■' 
Hearing  of  Rlr.  Kid's  liberation,  I  went  to  Utrecht  and 

fat 

ibctft  tfie  fame  time  that  Mr.  Biomog's  book  was  printed^  white 
Sir  Robert  Heitiilton  was  prifoner  u^oii  the  account  of  the  d<- 
dafafionin  169^.  be  wrote  a  Letter  to  Mrs.  Winning,  wherein 
be  complains  ot  her  unwonted  (ilence,  in  his  honourable  bonds 
for  luch  a  noble  Mader  ;  yet  trolling  her  lympathy  is  notdinai* 
oifhedy  he  adds,  *'  O  my  worthy  friend,  I  cannot  exprefs 
*•  Ghrift's  Jove  and  kindnefs  (locc  the  time  of  my  bonds,  ffc 
'•  hath  broke  up  new  treafures  of  felt  love  and  fivcetnefo;  'and 
V  hath  been  pleafcd  to  give  me  vintations  of  fore  and  accefs  to 
**  himfelf,  to  comfort  and  confirm  poor  fecklefs  me  -many"  ways, 
'*  that  this  is  his^  way  that  is  now  peifecuted,  and  that  it  i|  bis 
*'  precious  truths,  imerefts  and  concerns  that  I  am  now  fufferiag 
*'  tor»  whatererenemies  wi:h  their  afToclated  miaiilers  and  pro* 
.    •*  fcffars  may  allege,  ^c." 

By  which  it  »  evident  that  they  had  moch  correfponc'ence 
with  M'S  B.inoing  and  there  is  yet  a  fair  and  carred  mar.ufcripc 
copy  of  the  forlaid  books  extant,  which  was  in  Sir  Roberts  cul- 
fodv>  2<^d  it  is  more  than  probi<ble  that  it  was  procured  from 
Mrs  Bnnirg  efptcially  as  Ihe  futvived  its  publication  without 
quarreling  it. 

.  It  is  UQoectfTary  to  notice  what  further  is  thrown  rut  by  the 
fotcfaid  anor.ymons  writer  againft  th<;  Book  and  the  Publifhcr 
as  Mr.  Wodrow  In  the  preface  to  Mr.  Binnings  o61%vo  volume 
of  Sermons  printed  1760.  hath  modettiy  animadverted  ihereupoi 
and  lays  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  if  it  was  Mr.  Binnings,  h* 
aJfoinRcnuouflycorfwfiith  thattbereisio  it  the  bell  col?cc}ion  of 
fcripturf  s  he  knows  concerning  xj\t  fin  and  danger  of  joinirg  whh 
wicked  and  ungodly  men  &c.  and  that  it  was  wrote  in  a  ImootK 
gnud  ftile,  agreeable  enough  to  Mr  Binoingt  febtimeots  in  fome 
o/his  fwroiODS. 
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ftt  downwiA  him  there  for  another  fcffioh  cf  thiat  Cbf* 
l^c,  mean  while  finding  him  lofing  his  old  ground  and 
dU  principles,  and  drinking  in  the  indulget*  lax  Eraftiah 
iprinciples,  hie  became  rathes  a  fnare,  a  biTrden^  and  a 
trial^  ^thah a  comfort  and  helpto  me.— So  feeing  I  could 
aot  obtain  licence  and  ordinaticHitj  I  m^de  iW  tiiC  hafte  I 
could  from  thence*  My  experJchces  there,  aiid  returns 
of  prayer  vrere  not  fo  many  as  they  wfere  great  and  good 

When  going  off  from  Leithj  1  took  oh  Jacobus  Be* 
thjcl-vow,  with  tWs^  addition,  td  be  kept  right  in  my 
principles  %  aiid  therein  the  Lord  heard  inc,  and  reflored 
me  fafe  both  m  body  and  principle,  rlotwithftanding  of 
many  great  ^iflaults  I  had,  efpeciallyfrommy  Ot«^ii  coun-* 
trymen,  to  rcUnquiih  the  fanlCi  "Whereas  W>  Kid  re- 
turned not  fofc 

When  I  returned,  i  fojourned  sttiohg  the  meetings  fo# 
their  encouragement  and  ilrengthening  5  ahd  ind€?ed-it 
.  was  eafy  for  me,  fb  l(«ig  as  that  great  ihlh  Sir  Rot)erC 
Hamilton  hved,  Jlnd  was  able  to  travel  among  the  party ) 
for  he,  laying  his  worldly  honour  in  the  duft,  out  of  trud 
love  t6  his  royal  and  princely  Mailer's  honour.  Was  as  a 
father  to  us  all  ;  and  while  he  lived,  things  went  weH 
with  us. 

Noi!"  having  room  fof  aiiy  tnblre  o^  it,  libf  for  others 
of  the  fame  nature;  it  may  fuffice  at  prefent  to  Chew 
that  there  ai*e  extant  about  twenty  dying  teilimofiies  of 
fuch  of  the  ibciety  people  as  overlived  the  perfecUting  pe- 
riod, many  of  whom  died  before,  or  fhonly  after  the 
year  17oo,  wherein  isflieWed  what  they  owned  ahd  what 
they  Jifowiied,  many  of  their  exercifes  and  fpiritual  ex- 
periences, and  the  comfort  and  affiirante  they  had  at 
their  death,  fe*r.  which  teilin^nies  or  eictrafts  from 
them,  thefe  in  whofe  cuilody  they  are,  £hall  Willingly 
make  public,  ifdeilrcd. 


F    I   N   I   S^ 
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^  O  ME, 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Contributing  irnto  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Dangers  that  threaten  Religion,  <^{xd 
the  Work  of  JReformation  in  the 
Church  of 

SCOTLAND 

Pttblifhed  for  informing  the  ignorant  and  inadvertent  ^. 

for  awakening  the  carelefs  and  fecure  \  for  ftirring  up 

uato  the  exercifc  of  repentance  and  faith  towardf? 

.  God  ;   and  for  perfuading  unto  a  godly  union  and 

edifying  peace,  i^c. 


By     JAMESOaXHRIE,     Minu 
Jler  of  the  Gofpel  at  Stirling. 


The  lififi  hath  roared y  who  will  not  fear  ?    The  Lord  God 

'  hathjpolitn^  who  will  not  prophejy  P    Amos  iii.  ^. 
Whci  meanejl  thou^  0  Jlieper  P    Arife^  call  upon  thy  God, 

if  Jo  be  that  God  will  think  •  upon  //J",  that  we  perijb  not, 

Joiiahi.  (5. 
2  will  come  unto  thee  quickly^  and  remove  thy  candl^Jliek 

out  of  his  place  J  except  thou,  repent  ^  Rev.  ii.  5. 


GLASGOW: 
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Coiifidcration  Firit 

From  that /warm  ofpeJUIntt  errors  and  ierefies  flat  icih 
abound  in  themigbbour  nation  of  England,  and  tfUr  vi- 
cinity  thtreufStOj  and  intimate  and  daily  correfpondence 
tbereivitb, 

IT  is  far  from  my  porpole  td caft  any  hnpuaCion  opon 
England^  or  to  rendo'  the  neighbour  church  and 
nation  vile  in  the  eyes  of  any^  by  difcpvering  their  na- 
kednefs,  in  reckoning  up  the  many  pefiilent  errors  and 
herefies  that  many  therein  are  mfe£ted  with  :    I  kxvow 
there  be  many  thoufands  in  that  land  who  have  not 
iiowed  their  knees  to  Baal^  nor  defiled  their  garments 
by  departing  from  the  faith  *,  but  do  fadly  bemoan^  and 
faitbiuUy  bear  witnefs  agaonft  the  falling  away  of  others. 
.And  I  do  eafily  acknowledge^  that  England  hath  a  great 
and  honourabte  company  of  precious,  and  found,  and 
able,  and  godly  minifters  and  profefTors,  as  readfly  are 
to  be  found  in  any  nation  or  church  upon  the  earth ;  but 
I  hope  it  fhall  be  no  injury  nor  offence  to  fay,  (and 
"would  to  God  I  could  fpeak  it  with  that  c6mpaffionate 
refentment  and  (erious  affeflednefs  of  heart,  that  doth 
i>ecome  in  fo  fad  and  (bul-conceming  a  cafe)  that  a  great 
many  in  that  church  and  nation,  are  infe£led  with  ma- 
ny noifbme  errors  and  peftilent  herefies,  which  fret  as 
a  gangrene  unto  the  deflroying  of  many  poor  fouls.     Is 
there,  almoft  any  of  the  precious  and  neceffary  trutjis  pf 
God,  but  hath  fome  oppofcrs  and  contradiAcrs  in  Eng^ 
land  ?  Not  only  are  the  beautiful  fuperftru£hires  thro%frn 
down,  but  the  very  lowef^  and  moil  neceffary  foundati- 
ons of  the  Chriflian  religion  razed  and  plucked  up  br 
the  roots  by  t^  blafphemies  of  fome.     To  difpute,  anil 
declaim,  and  write  againfl  the  blefied  Trinity,  agaiaft 
the  divinity  of  the  etcmalr  Son  of  God,  Jefus  Chrifl, 
who  IS  over  d\^  G^^W^S^dfox  tver^  againft  the  fatrfJ 
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not  St  few^  things  common  and  ordinary :  Yea^  thefe 
very  things  which  Jews  and  Mahometans ^  and  not  a  few 
in  Pagan  nations  do  acknowledge  ;  and  which  being  de« 
nied,  the  conditioh'of  a  ittan  is  Kttle  better* than  *hat  of 
a  beaft  ;  fuch  as,  the  immortality  of  the  foiil,  the  refur-» 
reftion  of  the  dead^  heaven  and  hell,  eternal  rewards 
and  eternal  poniftiment;,  are,  by  diyerfe,  wantonly  de- 
bated, and  by  fome  pertinacioufly  denied  and  impugned. 
The  time  was,  and  that  not  many  years  ago,  when  Inde^ 
pendency^  Erajiianifinj  Brownifmy  and  Anahaptifm  in  that 
land,  were  looked  upon  as  threatening  danger  to  the 
churches  and  work  of  reformation  in  thefe  nations^ ;  yet 
in  comparifon  to  the  errors  that  now  abound  in  Eng^ 
land^  thefe  are  but   as  mole-hills  to  mountains.     The 
whple  body  of  Arminianifmy  Antinomianifmy  Pelagiantfm^ 
Socinianifm^  FamiUfnij  ^taherifmy  and  almofl  what  not, 
\     that  hath  at  any  time  been  broached  by  the  father  of  lies, 
^     and  ihfefted  the  Chriftian  church,  but  hath  fome  broc- 
fcers  and  patrons  there.     Tliat  thefe  things  are  io^  is 
\^    but  too  fadly  true,  and  thefe  things  being  fo.  Is  not  the 
church  of  Scotliind  by  reafon  of  it's  vicinity  unto,  and 
'    intimate  and  daily  correfpondence  and  commerce  wlt]\ 
^    England^  in  imminent  hazard  to  be  tainted  ^ich  infefti- 
*    on  thereby  ?    The  yicmity  and  next  neighbourhood  of 
'    nations  and  churches,  efpecially  when  attended  with  in- 
timate and  ordinary  feUowfhip,  hath  always  had  great 
inflnence  upon  the  manners  of  one  another,  chiefly  as  to 
the  depraving  and  corrupting  of  religion  ;  to  which  all 
the  fons  of  men,  by  reafon  of  their  in-bred  ignorance 
and  inftability,  and  the  power  of  corrupt  imaginations, 
arc  of  themfclves  but  too  prone.     The  children  of  Ifraei 
(not  only)  when  they  lived  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  were 
infefted  with  many  idolatrous  and  heatheniih  cuftoms, 
£zek.  xxi.  27.  (but  even)  when  feparated  Sind  brought; 
into  Canaan,  albeit  railed  in  and  fenced  with  the  holy 
and^'perfeft  law  of  the  Lord,  to  which  was  added  the 
iaiiraon  of  many  great  and  precious  promifes  to  fuch  as 
did  obey,  and  of  many  dreadful  threatnings  ajgainft  the 
difobcdient  and  rebellious,  whith  were  accordingly  veri- 
fied by  God  in  eminent  adts  of  his  juftice  and  goodnefs  ^ 
the  idolatrous  opinions  and  prafticcs  of  their  neighbour 
rations  hail  fuch  influence  upon  them,  that  they  could 
not  be  kept  (fcarce  at  any  time  for  one  gene'ration  to- 
gether) from  learning  their  works,  and  going  a  whoring 
0^(1  q  2  after 
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after  their  corrupt  cuftoms,  PfaU  cvi.  3^,  36,  37,  38, 
39.  Yea,  fometimcs  came  to  be  worfe  than  the  heatl^- 
en,  whom  the  Lord  had  deftroyed  before  them,  2  Chron. 
zxxiii.  9«  and  to  change  his  judgments  into  wickeJhefsy 
more  than  the  cations,  and  his  ftatutes  more  than  the 
countries  that  were  round  about  them,  £zek.  v.  6.  &- 
fpecially  after  that  religion  came  to  be  corrupted  amoiigil 
the  ten  tribes  by  Jeroboam,  his  ere£Ung  the  calves  at 
Dan  and  Bethel.  Judah  and  Jerufalcm,  though  they 
had  the  temple,  and  the  ark,  and  the  oracle,  and  die  al- 
tar, with  all  the  other  ordinances  of  God,  and  alfo  ma- 
ny prophets  rifing  up  early,  and  fpeaking  to  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  did  then  become  treacherous^ 
Jer.  iii.  11.  Wlien  Akolab  faw  what  AhoUhah  had  done, 
ihe  became  more  corrupt  in  her  inordinate  iove  tbanfiey 
end  in  her  'whoredoms  more  than  her  ftfter  in  her  ivh-ire^ 

domsy till  the  Lord  /aw  thatjbe  woj  defiled^  and  that 

ihey  took  both  one  nvay  Ezek.zxiii.  11,  13.  Thehiftories 
of  the  Englifli  and  Scotch  nations  and  churches,  do  tef- 
tify,  that  they  have  for  moft  part  run  one  lot,  both  as 
to  their  reforming  and  corrupting  of  religion.  This 
confideration  was  the  prime  ground  of  thefe  confedera- 
cies that  were  tranfa^ed,  firft,  between  Q.  Eliz.  of  £ng» 
land^  and  the  lords  of  the  congregation  in&cotland ;  and 
afterwards  between  that  queen  and  king  James  the  \l. 
It  was  alfo  this  efpecially,  that  did  induce  thefe  nations 
and  churches  to  engage  themfclves  in  the  foiemn  league 
and  covenant.  Anno  1643.  becaufe  (as  it  is  exprefledby 
the  minifters  of  England  in  their  letter  to  the  General 
Affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  Anno  1641)  they 
'<  did  know  and  acknowledge,  that  thefe  churches  of 
^  England  Scotland,  feem  both  to  be  imbarked  in  the 

*  fame  bottom,  to  fink  and  fwim  together,  and  arc  fo 

*  nigh  conjoined  by  fo  many  ftrong  ties,  not  only  as  fclr 

*  low-members,  under  x\i^  fame  head,  Chrift,  and  fel- 

*  low-fubje£b,  under  the  fame  king  *,  but  alfo  by  fucli 
^  neighbourhood  and  vicinity  of  place,  that  if  any  evil 

*  fhall  much  infefl  the  one,  the  other  cannot  be  altoge- 
«  thcr  free,  or  if  for  the  prefent  it  fliould,  yet  in  pro- 

*  cefs  of  time  it  would  fenfibly  fufFer  alfo.'     "^Tiich  is  al- 
.ib  homologated  by  the  AfTembly  in  their  anfwer  to  that 

letter  :     <  We  havfe  learned  (fay  they)  by  long  experi-i 

*  ence,  ever  fince  the  time  of  reformation,  and  efpecial- 

*  ly  after  the  two  kingdoms  have  bctn  by  the  great  good - 
^  nefscf  God  both,  united  uader  or*e  head  and  monarch, 

but 
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*  but^noft  of  all,  of  late,  which  is  not  unknCwrt  to  you, 

*  what  danger  and  contagion  in  matters  of  kirk-govern- 

*  ment,  of  divine  worfliip,  and  of  doftrine,  mar  come 

*  from  the  one  kirk  to  the  other  •,  which  befides  ill  other 

*  f  eafons,  may  make  u»  pray  to  God,  and  to  ddSre  you 

*  and  all  that  love  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  peace  of 

*  thefe  kirks  and  kingdoms,  heartily  to  endeavour,  that 

*  there  might  be  in  both  kirks  one  Confeflion  of  Faith, 
'  one  Dirc^ftory  for  Public  Worfhip,  one  Catechifm,  and 

*  ene  Form  of  Kirk-Government,'  And  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Parliament  of  England  in  the  propofitions 
given  by  them  to  a  Committee,  to  be  prefented  to  the 
General  Aflembly  of  this  church,  Ant»  1643,  for  per-* 
f wading  of  them  to  further  and  expedite  th«  aid  and  af- 
liftancc,  then  demanded  by  both  Houfes  from  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland^  after  they  have  given  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  by  reafon  of  the  prevailing  of  Papifts,  the 
Prelatkal  faftion^  and  other  malignant  enemi.es  to  thefe 
who  dellred  reformation,  the  hopeful  beginnings  there- 
of, were  likely  not  only  to  be  rendered  inefFeiEtual,  but 
all  the  former  evils,  fuperflitions  and  corruptions  to  be 
introduced  by  (Irong  hand. 

They  do  in  the  next  place  tell  them,  '  That  if  once 
«  thefe  again  ihould  take  root  in  the  church  and.king- 
«  dom  of  England y  they  would  quickly  fpread  their  ven- 
*  om  and  infeftion  into  the  church,  and  kingdom  oF 
<  Scotland  ;^  the  truth  of  which  being  well  known,  both 
to  our  church  and  ftate,  did  prevail  upon  them  to  con- 
cur with  Efigland  in  counfels  and  forces,  for  fuppreffing 
and  preventing  of  thefe  rUings,  as  may  be  feen  in  Ihei^ 
anfwers  to  the  declarations  of  the  honourable  houfes  of 
the  Parliament  of  ii;/^/j;;rf, concerning  that  purpoic.    IJ- 
pon  the  fame  ground,  the  church  of  Scotland  did  fic-i 
quently  by  hercommiilioncrs  at  London^  and  by  her  let- 
ters to  the  Parlicimertt  of  7{;7^^;;;rf,  and  to  t'le  Aflembly 
of  Divines  at  Jfejhvt^i/ler^  tlwI  by  her  cxlioi'taticns  to 
her  brethren  of  Engbndy  often  warn  of  the  di\nger  of 
errors  and  herefies,  when  they  were  but  yet  in  their  firfi 
buddings,  and  far  from"  the  height  tliat  they  arc  no'.v  at 
in  England*     The  words  of  the  Aflembly  in  tlicir  di> 
claration  and  brotherly  exhortation  to  thv^lr  brctlircn  of 
Englaudy  Anno   1647,  *^rc-  worth  the  repenting  in  thi.; 
cafe  :  (fay  tliey)  while  in  the  neighbour  kingd  )iu,  *  The 
«  ftaves  of  beauty,  ;i?id  blinds,  covenant,    and  brother* 
*  hood,  are  broken  by  many*,  tfce  horn  of  malignants 
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'  and  fechries  exalted,  the  beft  afiefled  borne  down,  re« 

*  formation  ebbinc;,  herefy  and  fchifm  flowing  :   It  can* 

*  hardly  be  marveued  at  by  any  perfon  of  prudence  and 

*  difcretion,    if  wc  be  foil  of  fuch  fears,  and  apprehen* 

*  ilons,  asufe  to  be  in  theTe  who  dwell  near  to  a  houfc 

*  fet  on  fire,  or  a  family  infeAed,  efpecially  being  taught 

*  by  the  fad  experience  of  the  Prelatical  times ;    how 

<  eafily  a  gangrene  in  the  one  half  of  this  Uland  may  fpread 

*  through  the  whole,  knowing  alfo  ihi  inveterate  and 

<  infatiaUe  nialice  of  the  enemies  of  this  caufe  and  co* 

<  venant,  againft  this  church  and  kingdom,  which  we 

*  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  unlefs  we  would  ihut  our  eyes, 

*  and  ftop  our  ears  :*  I  might  cite  many  things  to  this 
purpofe  out  of  the  public  records  of  both  churches  and 
nations,  but  thefe  few  I  hope  do  fufficienti'y  witnefs^ 
what  were  the  thoughts  and  apprehenfions  of  men  of 
judgment  and  und^rftanding  in  i)oth,  but  a  very  few 
years  ago,  as  to  the  danger  of  religion  in  Scotland  in  the 
cafe  of  England* J  being  infcfted  with  errors  and  herefies. 
And  if  there  was  reafon  thenfo  to  judge,  how  much  more 
now,  when  befides  the  vicinity  and  contiguity  of  thefe 
two,  and  the  daily  commerce- and  corrcfpondency  that 
is  between  the  people  thereof,  Scotland^  is  incorporated 
into  one  civil  body  and  government  with  England^  and 
have  alfo  the  bar  of  civil  laws  for  keeping  out,  and  curb- 
ing of  many  errors  and  herefies  taken  away,  and  tolera- 
tion anJ  protection  allowed  thereunto,  by  which  it  com- 

.  eth  to  pafs,  that  the  danger  which  was  formerly  nigh 
unto  us,  is  now  al(b  in  our  bowels.     And  to  this  I  ihall 
,  (peak  in  the  next  place. 


Confideration  Second, 

From  the  InfeElion  of  Errors  and  Herefies  already  begun^ 
and  the  footing  that  they  have  already  got  in  this  Church 
and  Nation, 

THOUGH  the  plague  when  near  unto  us  is  danger- 
ous, and  {Ire  in  our  neighbour's  houfe,  can  hardly 
be  kept  -fcrom  li!idxv^\ip\^ol  o^ou  ^^w,  ^<tv  Infeftion  in 
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cur  own  body  is  more  dangerous  \  and  much  harder  ic 
Is  to  keep  bur  houfe  ifrom  burning  whien  the  fire  hath 
alfead;^  feized'upon  it,  and  the  flames  are  flaihmg  about 
our  ears ;    and  this  is  the  cafe  that  the  church  of  Scot^ 
hfidy  and  religion  therein  do  ftand  in  at  this  day:  Not 
only  have  we  amongft  us  many  ftrangers  who  vent  their 
errors  at  will,  and  without  controulment,  but  fundry  al- 
io of  our  own  church  and  nation,  are  come  to  be  infect- 
ed therewith.    The  miniftry  of  the  land,  though  differ* 
ing  in  that  unhappy  quefllon  about  the  public  refolutions, 
yet  are  by  the  fingular  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God,  for 
any  thing  that  yet  doth  appear,  kept  found  and  unan-^ 
imous  in  their  judgments  againft  the  errors  of  the  times  ^ 
and  {o  alfo  is  the  body,  pf  the  people  accprding  to  the 
meafure  of  their  knowledge  in  their  feveral  ranks  and 
Ikgrees  \   neither  have  feAaries  io  much  caufe  to  boaft 
of  their  number  and  growth  in  Scotlahdj  as  commonly 
shey  do  give  out  5    they  are  (blefled  be  the  God  of 
truth  and  of  mercy  for  it)  as  yet  but  very  few,  and  in- 
confiderable  in  comparifon  to  the  body  of  this  church, 
fcarce  one  to  a  thoufand ;   yet  is  the  infedion  fuch,  as 
ought  not  to  be  defpifed  or  neglefled,  as  threatning  no 
danger  to  religion  and  the  work  of  reformation  amongft 
us  :  Befides  fundry  others  who  are  iiifeded  with  errors 
in  feveral  forts,  there  being  not  a  few  of  thefe  monftru* 
oufly  erring-fouls,  commonly  called  ^/aiers,  who  ftrike , 
at  the  root  of  Chriftian  religion,  by  denviug  the  fcrip- 
tures  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  fetting^up,  and  hoM-^ 
ing  forth  their  own  doting  fancies,  and  foolifli  imagina« 
tions,   under  the  name  of  the  light  within  them,  as 
the  infallible  dictates  of  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and  by  de- 
nying the  in-being  of  fin,  and  afferting  the  perfedion 
of  the  new  creature  in  the  regenerated,  even  to  fuch  a 
meafure  of  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs,  as  is  equal  with 
that  of  our  blejfed  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift  himfclf,  and  by 
denying  the  refurredion  of  the  body  from  the  dead, 
aLjJ  maintaining  many  other  errors,  which  though  abo- 
niinable  and  vile  in  themfelves,  yet  are  boldly  vented 
and  aftively  fpread  by  thefe  perfons ;  and  which  is  more 
lamentable,  fad  experience  proveth  in  both  nations,  that 
ii.>t  a  few,  and  thefe  not  of  the  moil  ignorant  and  feem- 
ingly  profane,  are  apt  to  receive,  and  be  carried  away 
with  thde  ftrange  delufions  :    And  therefore  fhould  we 
iidt  be  fo  flothfiil  and  fecure,  as  to  think  that  religion  is 
not  In  hazard  by  the  infedlion  already  begun  am&iiA  us. 


f  — ^— ^  I        I         I  nil 
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The  apoftle  telleth  us,  That  a  Vittlt  leaven  Uaveneth  tit 
HvboU  lumpy  I  Cor.  v.  6.  And  if  the  church  of  Corinth 
vas  in  haz;ird  by  one  inceftuous  perfon,  iinning  againfl 
the  light  of  nature^  fhall  we  not  judge  ourfelves  to  be  in 
hazard  by  fome  hundreds  \  the  leaven  of  whofe  errors  is 
not  fo  four  to  the  natural  man's  taile.  As  the  infeftioii 
of  the  plague  of  peftilcnce  hath  in  a  little  time  derived 
itfclf  into  .many,  and  at  laft  brought  forth  the  ruin  of 
great  and  populous  cities  and  focieties,  fo  hath  the  gan- 
grene of  error  dften  fpread  itfelf  from  one  or  a  few  mem- 
bers of  particular  villble  churches  unto  the  body  of  vifible 
profeflbrs  therein ;  that  from  the  fole  of  the  foot  unto 
the  top  .of  the  head,  there  has  been  little  or  i\o  foimd« 
nefs,  but  wounds,  and  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores. 
ThcArrian  herefy,  which  was  one  of  die  moft  danger- 
ous  and  dreadful,  that  ever  troubled  the  Chriftian  church, 
had  its  beginning  from  one  Prefbyter  in  the  chiurch  of 
Alexandria  in  Egypt ^  and  yet  did  run  fo  fall  and  fo  far, 
that  in  a  few  years,  it  did  overfpread  a  great  part  of  the 
Chriftian  world,  which  made  Jerome  fay,  that  the 
world  did  groan  and  wonder  at  itfelf,  that  it  was  be- 
come Artan.  We  will  ordinarily  find,  that  the  gKaft- 
eft  and  mod  prevailing  hereiies,  hgve  had  their  rile  and 
original  from  very  fmall  beginnings,  and  that  their  au- 
thors and  abettors  have  been  at  firlt  but  very  few  and  in- 
confiderable.  If  we  will  not  believe  our  ears,  and  that 
which  our  fathers  have  told  us,  yet  let  us  believe  our 
eyes,  and  that  which  experience  hath  taught  us.  How 
few  and  inconflderable  were  the  fcdtaries  in  thefe  nations 
fome  eighteen  or  twenty  years  a^o  ?  And  how  numer- 
ous arc  they 'at  this  day  ?  The  ^taiers  (bcfides  many 
others  of  feveral  forts)  do  boaft  themfelves  to  be  for 
number  fundry  ten  thousands  5  And  yet  I  do  believe, 
that  Vithin  thefe  fixtccn  years,  or  little  more,  fcarce 
wa-e  ten  lingle  perfons  of  that  judgment,  heard  of  in  a- 
ny  place  of  thefe  nations ;  and  their  increafing  in  fo  fhorr 
a  time  to  ib  great  a  number,  may  convincingly  teach  us, 
that  we  may  and  ought  to  fear  the  growth  and  incrcafe 
of  fcifiaries  in  Scot  land ^  albeit  their  niunber  for  the  prc- 
fcnt  be  not  great :  And  though  bapdy  there  be  not  in 
every  refpeft,  fuch  an  aptitude  in  the  people  m,^this  na- 
tion to  receive  errors,  nor  fuch  parts  and  abilities  for 
fprleading  of  them  as  in  fundry  of  the  Englijbfhxi  that 
wt  have  alfo  the  advantage  of  church-difcipline  for  curb- 
iag  of  diem  \  ^Ct  &qiM  ^tTiQi^^|^^^>M^'«gaycf\caitfms 
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as  thefe,  be  fecure :  Errors  have  got  no  fmalll  footing  a- 
mongft  us  already,  and  if  the  infe<Stion  could  enter,  while 
the  body  is  more  intirc  and  found  ;  how  much  mOre  is 
it  like  to  fpread,  when  fundry  of  the  members  arc  cor* 
ruptedfc  If  we  (hall  take  a  view  of  the  many  great  ad- 
vantages, that  the  fpirit  of  error  and  delufion  hath  at 
^this  time,  for  ftrengthening  and  enlarging  itfelf  in  this 
land,  a  man  that  hath  but  half  an  eye,  may  fee,  that  re- 
ligion is  eminently  in  hazard  thereby.  Therefore  I  fhall 
ii^w  proceed  to  fpeak  iomewhat  unto  thefe. 


•       Confideration  Third. 

Prom  the  ToleratioH  and  Prote^ioft  that  is  pleaded  fir  y  and 
alloived  to  many  grofs  Errors  and  Herefes. 

THAT  the  civil  magiftrate  is  appointed  of  God  to 
take  care,  not  only  of  thefe  things  that  do  be- 
belong  unto  right  eoufnefs,  and  concern  the  civil  peace^ 
and  natural  life  of  man,  but  alfo  of  the  things  that  con- 
cern religion,  and  do  refpcft  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  fouls  :  And  that  in  fiibordination  to  thefe  ends, 
luch  outward  impediments  and  ob{lru£tions  as  do  hinder 
the  fame,  ought  by  him  to  be  removed  out  of  the  way, 
and  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  Chriftian  Common-wealth  j 
is  a  truth  fo  clearly  fet  down  in  the  fcriptures,  and  fo 
fully  confirmed  in  the  writings  of  divines,  and  fo  plainly 
and  fglemnly  engaged  unto  in  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant,  that  it  were  needlefs  for  me  to  iiiUft  upon  the 
proof  thereof :  Neither  is  this  my  purpofe,  if  any  do  de- 
fire  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  fcripture  and  reafon,  in 
thefe  things,  they  will  find  fomewhat  for  their  help  in 
the  former  Tcftimony,  and  in  the  Warning  and  Tefti- 
mbny  of  the  reverend  Prelbytery  of  Edinburgh^  lately- 
emitted  againfl  that  finful  and  unfeafonable  Petition  of 
fome  of  our  unhappy  country-men  to  the  Parliament  of 
England:  Thajt  which wc  have  to  lament,  is,  That  not- 
withftanding  tlie  clear  light  of  the  fcriptures,  and  that 
reafon  both  divine  and  human,  do  (bron^^y  plead  the 
contrary,  and  that  thefe  nations  are  folemnly  engaged  by 
th^ublic  vows  of  God  upon  them,  without  refpeft  of 
R  r  r  -^tA^XkS^ 
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perfoos,  to  cndeaTonr  the  extirpation  df  Popery^  Prelaw 

2,  Superjliiion^  Heref^y  Schifmf  Prophanenejs ;  and  what- 
ever (hall  be  found  contrary  to  found  doclrine,  and  to 
the  power  of  godlinefs:  Yet  a  verj  vaft  toleration  is  not 
only  pleaded  for,  and  promoted  by  many,  but  alfo  fram- 
ed into  a  law)  by  which ,  proteftion  and  encouragement 
is  allowed  unto  many  grofs  errors  and  herefies,  that  do 
not  only  deny  and  dellroy  many  oi  the  beautzfol  fuper- 
ftruAuresy  but  do  alfo  ftrike  at  not  a  few  of  the  comer- 
ftones,  and  chief  fouikdations  of  Chriftian  religion  \  which 
doth  miniftcr  Angular  advantage  to  the  fpirit  of  delufion, 
for  ftrengthening  and  fi>rcading  of  itfclf,  unto  the  cor- 
rupting of  the  truth  of  God,  and  fubverting  of  fouls. 
The  corrupt  nature  of  man,  is  of  itfelf  moll  fertile  of 
▼ain  imaginations,  and  moft  prone  to  carnal  liberty, 
and  to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds,  and  remove  the  ir.nd-marks 
that  arc  fct  unto  it  of  God  ;  fo  that  even  when  curbed 
and  hemmed  in  with  the  rail  of  his  law,  aiid  with  the 
ntmoft  extent  of  the  care  and  diligence,  and  faithfulnefs, 
and  zeal,  both  of  fpiritual  and  civil  rulers,  it  can  hardly 
be  kept  from  debording  into  many  grofs  extravagancies 
In  the  things  of  God,  and  from  turning  into  its  courfe, 
as  the  horfe  rufheth  into  the  battle*  A^liat  then  can 
be  expefted,  when  not  only  the  yoke  is  taken  off  its 
jaws,  but  that  it  is  alfo  fbftereJ  upon  the  breafts,  and 
dandled  upon  the  knees  of  protcAiou,  and  countenance 
and  encouragement,  and  faffered  to  grow  up  under  the 
warm  ihadow  of  civil  authority  ;  but  that  the  fountaius 
of  the  great  deep  fliall  be  opened  up,  and  ovcrdow  the 
face  of  the  whole  land  \  when  Satan  is  loofed  out  of  his 
prifon,  fliall  he  not  deceive  the  nations  ?  and  when  the 
lerpent's  bands  are  taken  off,  fliall  he  not  caft  water  out 
of  his  mouth  as  a  flood  after  the  woman,  that  he  n^.ay 
caufe  her  to  be  carried  away  of  the  flood ;  Let  us  but  a 
little  confider,  what  hath  been  the  fruits  of  fuch  tolera- 
tion in  thefe  churches  and  dates  where  it  has  got  foot- 
ing. Iflvall  not  go  fo  far  back  as  to  the  flrft  ages  of  the 
world,  in  which  men  being  left  to  thcmfclves  in  the 
things  of  God,  profejjing  tketnfelves  to  b<i  tL'if:^  ihiy  hv- 
xame  fools y  and  changed  thi  glory  of  the  incorruptible  Gody 
into  an  imnge  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to  birdsy 
and  four  footed  beaflsy  and  creeping  things.  iNfeithcr  liiall 
I  fpeak  of  the  conditbn  of  religion,  in  fomc  Protdlant 
ftates  beyon<tfe3Lj  iu  which  toleration  is  allowed  ;  but  I 
dcfire  it  to  Vi  cou^Oicte^v 
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1.  How  it  fared  with  the  church  of  Judah  in  thefe 
periods  of  time,  when  tolepation  got  anjr  footing  there- 
in :  I  ihall  not  now  ftand  to  debate,  whether  it  was  at 
any  time  eftabliflicd  in  Judah  by  a  law  j  but  it  is  cl^ar 
.enough,  that  when  any  of  the  kings  of  Judaic  Whether 
through  negligence  or  wsknt  of  integrity,  or  upon  carnal 
and  politick  confiderations,  did  not  refirain,  but  toler- 
ate falfe  prophets,  and  idolaters,  and  corrupters  of  the 
woHhip  of  God,  and  perverters  of  hb  truth,  that  ido- 
latry, and  tlie  leprofy  of  manifold  errors  and  corruptions, 
did  quickly  fpread  themfelves  over  the  face  of  that  cliurch 
and  nation ;  that  if  the  Lord  had  not  been  gracioufly 
Ijicafed  to  raife  up  fome  good  kings,  who  in  the  zeal  of 
God,  and  confcience  of  their  duty,  did  employ  their 
[  power  for  deftroying  of  idolatry  and  falfe  worfliip,  and 
for  making  the  people^rv* /A^  Lord  God  of  their Jathers^ 
according  to  the  law^  and  the  tejlimony  t  it  had  ^red  no 
better  with  them,  than  it  did  with  the  church  of  If rael^ 
cr  of  the  x^n  tribes,  who  came  by  their  imfui  negleA  of 
Che  things  of  God,  and  tolerating  and  protecting  of  falfe 
woirihip,  in  a  few  generations,  to  lofe  the  fubftantials 
-cf  religion,  and  the  very  face  of  achurch,  and  of  a  ftatc 
too.  What  fad  inftances  were  of  thefe  things  in  the 
^ys  of  Solomon  J  Rehoboam^  Ahijah^  Jehoram^  Ahazi-* 
abf  J^^fi%  Amaziabf  AhaZy  Manajph^  Ammotij  Jehoia* 
kiwy  &c.. 

2-  When  about  the  time  of  the  incarnation  of  our 
bleiled  Lord,  and  his  being  on  the  earth,  fundry  fc(^s 
were  tolerated  in  the  church  of  the  Jews^  did  they  not 
come  at  laft  to  be  all  overgrown  with  nettles  and  thorns, 
and  to  iofe  the  being  and  face  of  a  church  ?  It  is  worthy 
of  ohfervation,  that  the  men  of  that  time,  who  were 
zealous  patrons  of  toleration,  were  in  the  jnft  judgment 
of  God  given  up  to  themfelves,  to  be  zealous  oppofers 
'of  the  gofpel,  and  to  crucif^fthe  Lord  of  glory. 

3.  It  fliould  be  conftderfd,  what  hath  already  been 
the  fad  and  dreadful  etfefts  of  this  toleration  ;  is  not  the 
glory  of  God  trodden  under  foot,  the  precious  truths  of 
the  gofpel  corrupted  and  perverted,  the  ordinances  of 
Jefus  Cbrift  contemned  and  cried  down,  the  govern- 
ment and  difciplinc  of  the  kirk  in  a  great  meaforc  over- 
thrown, the  worlhip  of  God  defpll'ed  and  prophaned, 
the  Lord's-day  difregarded  and  caften  loofe,  the  power 
of  godlinefs  eaten  out,  and  the  whole  work  of  reformii- 
npu  Ojfiru(^tcJ,  and  in  many  thinjs  overtunicJ,  many 
E.  r  r    i  iv4vxv\ 
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fouls  fubvcrtcd,  Popery^  Libertinifmy  Superftitiofiy  Here^ 
fy^  Scii/mf  Sceptici/m,  Athei/m^  Profanenefsy  and  many 
things  contrary  .to  found  do&ine,  increafed  ?  And  if 
there  be  fuch  a  growth  of  fo  dreadful  evils,  in  fo  few 
years,  and  whilft  that  generation  is  yet  living,  whom 
God  brought  back  from  the  borders  of  Babylon^  (to 
which  we  were  threatened  to  be  carried  captive,  under 
the  corruptions  and  tyranny  of  the  Prelate  ?)  and  who 
have  feen  the  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord  in  that  great 
deliverance,  and  have  lifted  up  our  hands  to  heaven,  to 
fwear  by  him  that  liveth,  and  reigneth  iFor  evermore, 
that  we  would  endeavour  the  extirpatiQn  of  thefe  things  ? 
What  is  to  be  ezpe£tcd  if  this  toleration  (hall  continue, 
and  be  tranfmitted  to  our  pofterity,  but  darknefs^  in- 
ftead  of  divination,  and  that  darknefs  ihall  cover  the 
land,  and  grois;darknefs  the  people  ? 

4.  Let  us  fuppofc,  that  fuch  a  toleration  were  grant* 
cd  unto  men,  in  the  things  that  relate  unto  the  duties  of 
righteoufnefs,  that  are  commanded  in  the  fecond  table 
of  the  law,  viz.  that  they  might  without  controulment 
of  the  civil  authority,  and  with  afiurance  of  protection 
from  the  fame,  walk  in  thefe  things,  according  to  the 
diAatcs  of  their  own  fpirits,  and  imaginations^  and  in-> 
clinations  of  their  own  hearts ;  were  -it  poffible,  that 
"there  could  be  long  peace  to  him  that  goes  out,  or  to 
him  that  cometh  in  \  or  that  goods,  or  good  name,  or 
chaftity,  or  life,  could  be  long  preferved ;  fhould  not 
thy  whole  land  in  a  very  fhort  time  be  filled  with  rapine, 
and  oppreffion,  and  violence,  with  thefts  and  robberies, 
and  flanders,  with  fornications,  adulteries,  and  incefts, 
with4>lood,  and  murder,  and  every  fort  of  abomina- 
tions ?  And  is  there  not  in  the  heart  of  man,  as  great, 
if  not  greater  pravity,  in  order  to  the  duties  of  the  firft 
table,  as  to  thefe  of  the  fecond  table  ?  Nature's  light  m 
our  corrupt  flate,  being  more  eclipfed  and  depraved  in 
the  one,  than  in  the  other :  Can  we  then  expefi  any  bet- 
ter fruit  of  this  toleration,  in  order  to  the  things  of  God, 
and  that  do  concern  religion,  than  it  would  produce  in 
reference  to  the  things  of  men,  and  that  do  concern 
righteoufnefs?  Upon  this  account  it  is^  That  as  God 
hath  revealed  in  his  word,  the  rule  both  of  ireligion  and 
righteoufnefs,  according  to  which  he  hath  commanded 
vs  to  walk  in  his  matters,  and  in  the  mattersj.of  men, 
ind  not  accot^mg^o^]b.O«m'^^^^\^Ti&^{<^\3x  Qwn.'heanar, 
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doing  what  fecmeth  good  unto  us  in  our  owii  eyes,  cith- 
er in  the  one  or  in  the  other  ;  fo  hath  he  appointed  ci- 
vil governments  and  magiftrates  among  the  children  of 
men,  that  they  might  be  keepers  of  both  tables  of  his 
law,  and  that  by  keeping  of  botli,  they  might  jMreferve 
both  religion  and  righteoufnefs ;  which  do  otherwife 
(without  a  mighty  hand  of  more  than  ordinary  provi- 
dence) foon  go  to  ruiri,  when  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to 
«vil  works  that  are  done  againftboth. 

5.  As  toleration  doth  bring  forth  the  fad  fruits  alrea- 
dy mentioned  ;  fo  doth  the  mother  and  daughter  both 
of  them,  provoke  the  Lord  to  give  up  men  to  vile  affec- 
tions, and  to  give  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do 
things  not  convenient,  as  appeareth  from  the  laft  part 
of  the  firft  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans^  and 
fo  bringeth  at  laft  the  ruin  both  of  religion  and  righteouf- 
nefs, and  deftruftion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
firom  the  glory  of  his  power.  All  which,  with  many 
other  obvious  confider^tions,  that  would  be  tedious  to 
iniift  upon,  may  make  it  evident  to  fuch  as  will  impar- 
tially ^nd  without  prejudice  weigh  the  fame  in  the  ba- 
lance of  the  Lord's  fimftuary,  and  of  reafon  and  expe- 
rience, that  as  the  fpirit  of  error  and  delulion  hath  fin- 
gular  advantage  \  fo  religion  is  in  imminent  l^a^^^d 
thereby. 


Confidcration  Fourth, 

From  the  ignorance^  unfruitfulnefsy  injlab'dity^  loafenefs and 
profonity  that  do  abound  in  the  la?id  at  this  time. 

DANGERS  anddifeafea,  whether  natural,  or  mo- 
ral, or  fpiritual,  are  more  or  lefs  to  be  feared, 
according  to  the  weakncfs  or  ftrength,  the  difpofitioii 
or  indifpofkion  of  the  objeft  about  which  they  ;ire  coif- 
-verfant^  to  reCft  or  to  receive  the  Aime:  As  weak  aficl 
iU-complcxioned  bodies  are  readily  obnoxior.s  to  iick'- 
nefs,  and  do  foon  receive  infection  5  and  unwii'e  and  u!i- 
figtlant  ilates  arc  eaiily  deceived  and  fcon  broken";  aM 
flit  into  confuSon  5  foignorant^  or  miltablc,  orcanial. 
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ae  profane  fouls,  do  eafily  become  a  prcr  to  temptations^ 
wkether  in  the  matter  of  their  profeffion  or  of  their  con- 
ircrfation  ;  their  ignorance  and  want  of  watchfulnefs, 
rendering  them  blind  as  to  the  difcovering  of  the  fnare  j 
and  their  want  of  (piritual  life  and  flrengtli|  rendering 
them  impotent  and  indifpofed,  as  to  the  avoiding  and  re- 
fiitiug  of  it  V  i^nd  their  inftability  and  loofenefs  inclining 
and  difpofing  them  to  tamper  and  dally  with  it  :  iVy 
which  it  cometh  to  pafs,  that  they  are  eafily  and  often 
intangled,efpeciallyina  time  of  abounding  temptations  ^ 
yea,  it  is  righteous  with  the  Lord,  becaufe  they  do  not 
like  to  retain  him  in  tfieir  knowledge,  to  give  them  up 
to  a  mind  void  of  judgment  \  and  becaufe  they  receive 
cot  the  love  of  the  truth,  to  fend  them  llrong  delufiun 
to  believe  a  lie.  Hence  it  was  that  the  .world  in  older 
times,  both  before  and  after  the  floods  came  to  be  drown- 
ed in  grofs  fuperftition  and  abominable  idolatry  ;  and 
that  a  great  part  of  the  Chriftian  church  in  later  ages, 
c-jixn^  to  be  drowned  in  Mahometanifm  and  Popery.  Now 
if  we  fhall  look  through  the  breadth  of  our  land,  may 
we  not  find  that  there  are  multitudes  of  ignorant  fouls, 
who  do  fcarce  know  the  firfl  and  moft  common  principles 
of  th&  Chrillian  religion,  much  lefshave  they  their  fen- 
fes  exercifed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  snd  of  tiia 
koly  fcr.lptures,  which  are  the  ground  thereof?  And 
how  many  do  iit  down  fatisfied  with  a  very  fmall  mea- 
fure  of  knowledge,  tr»king  many  preciotxs  and  necelfary 
truths  upon  mere  traditicMi  from  their  anccftors  a.id 
teachers,  without  fearching  the  fcriptures  whether  thdc 
things  be  fo,  that  they  may  attain  in  themfelves  a  war- 
rantable and  well-grounded  perluafion  thereof  ?  13y 
which  it  cometh  to  pafs,  that  fundry  fucl\,  -jfieeting  with 
deceivers,  come  to  be  foon  (haken  in  their  minds.  Be 
there  not  alfo  many  fimple  and  undable  fouls,  who  are 
as  reeds  fliakcu  with  the  wind,  and  apt  to  be  J^ven  to 
and  fro  with  every  wind  of  docbinc  ?  And  be  tficrc  not 
many  lukewarm  and  indifferent,  and  of  a  carnally  poli- 
tic fpirit,  who  care  for  none  of  thefe  things  ?  Be  there 
not  many  loofe  and  profane  ?  All  which  arc  apt  to  cafl 
off  the  profeflion  of  the  truth,  and  to  be  cafily  fcduced 
and  drawn  away  into  error ;  becaufe,  though  happily 
mnny  fuch  do  not  much  regard  either  truth  or  error, 
yet  whea  error  is  like  to  prevail  and  come  in  reputation, 
arid  the  ownmg  tVieveot  \<>\i^  -axx^v^c^  -^'wVji  c^1:tlal  or  ci- 
vil advaiiuaesj  "Ccl^v  c^nc^'iiXv  \i^\Ti:i^:i^^\\^^-?i.v",'\ASMt 
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g:iniientjf9  and  wear  their  cloaths  according  to  the  faflii- 
on  of  the  time  \  yea,  t-ieir  carnal  minds,  wliich  are  en- 
mity to  God,  are  alio  enmity  to  his  truth,  and  doth  dlf- 
pofc  them  to  caft  oiF  tlie  yoke  ther«>f ;  whi<b  they  ars 
cafiiy  pcifuadcd  to  do,  when  there  is  nothing  to  liindcr 
It  but  naked  refpect  to  the  truth  itfelf.  Every  man  is  hi 
fome  lenfe  naturally  a  heretic,  having  the  feeds  of  error 
in  his  foul,  and  an  aptitude  and  inclination  to  bring  forth 
thef  e  bitter  grapes  of  wormwood  and  of  gall  ;  and  the 
more  that  he  liveth  in  formality,  and  hypocrify,  and 
loofencf^,  thcfe  feeds  do  in  the  common  body  of  iin  that 
h  in  him,  receive  the  more  im^^reafc  and  ftreugth,  an  1 
become  the  more  apt  to  bring  forth  their  own  native 
fruit.  There  is  alfo  no  doubt,  a  great  fibncfs  between 
errors  of  judgment  and  loofenef$of  converfation,  and  aiv 

'  cai  y  paflhge  from  the  one  to  the  other.  A  heretic  is  ca- 
fily  made  vicious  and  profane,  and  a  vicious  and  profane 
man  is  cafily  made  a  heretic.     A  great  part  of  the  Chrii- 

-  tian  world  firfl  turned  formal  and  carnal,  then  Ar'mn 
and  Najioi-ian^  &c.  and  in  the  end  Mahometan^  Do  we 
not  fee  that  loofenefs  and  profanity  in  the  converiatioa 
of  fuiidry,  doth  eaQly  uflier  in  Popery  in  their  profe6>- 
cn  ;  but  much  more  fwiftly  do  fuch  men  by  fwarms  de- 
cline from  the  truth  isnd  embrace  errors,  whcii  to  their 
natural  inclination  and  corrupt  difpofltion  temporary  ad- 
vantages or  difadvantages,  the  countenance  or  difrelpeft, 
the  command  or  threaming  of  civil  authority,  cometh  to 
be  fuper-addcd.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  bulk  of  limdry 
people  and  nations,  have,  after  receiving  and  pro&fling 
the  truth,  ibmetimes  fuddenly  fliaken  it  off  again,  and 
turned  afide  into  errors;  whereof  we  have  many  inftan- 
ces,  both  in  facred  and  in  cburch-hiftory.  Therefore, 
albeit  the  truth  is  for  the  prefent  profeflcJ  in  purity  l>y 
the  inhabitants  of  this  land  ;  yet,  there  being  amongl): 
the  boily  of  the  people  fuch  a  niultiti^iv  oi  ignorant, 
lukewariS,  nnftablc,  loole  fouls,  who  have  liyed  and 
grown  up  in  thcfe  fins  for  many  years  together,  under 
the  light  of  the  gp^'pel,  as  they  may  be  eailiy  made  a  prey 
to  tlie  temptations  unto  error  and  deluuon  th^t  do  ai* 
ready  abound  among  us,  fo  there  is  jult  caufo  to  foar^ 
that  if  til  J  Lord  Ihall,  for  the  further  puniih-nent  of  our 
prov«K:ations,  give  us  «p  into  the  hand  of  a  popifh  or 
Jiereriral  jH)wcr,  who  Oiould  eujoin  their  profeilion  by 
law,  that  many  fuch  would  fjon  turn  popiih  or  hercii-' 
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cal.     And  whether  tliis  may  not  be  our  lot  to  be  exerctC* ' 
ed  with  fuch  a  trial,  I  leave  it  to  wife  men  to  judge. 


Confideration  Fifth. 

Frsm  the  great  deday  of  a  true  public  fpirifj  andofdili*^ 
gencey  and  zeal,  and  nvatchfulnefs  in  tie  things  of  God  s 
and  from  the  great  increafe  ofafpirit  ofjhth^  and  neu-* 
irafity^  andfecurity  amongjl  us^ 

rnrtHOUGH  in  the  things  of  God  it  be  eminently 
\  true,  that  except  'the  Lord  build  the  houfe^  the  builder 
huildeth  in  vain^  except  the  Lord  ieep  the  city,  the  ivntch^ 
man  wafcheth  in  vain  :  Yet  doth  he  call  upon,  and  com- 
mand his  people  to  be  zealous  for  his  houfe,  and  to  be 
Jbithful  and  watchful  in  the  things  that  relate  tlxereunto. 
The  blefling  is  his,  and  the  duty  is  ours  :  And  as  it  is  a 
token  for  good  when  his  people  are  cordial  and  adtive 
for  his  in^erefts  ;  fo  it  is  a  prognoftic  of  ruin  and  decay 
wTien  they  become  neutral  and  indifferent,  and  deal  with 
a  flack  hand,  and  wax  fecure  in  the  midft  of  dangers. 
In  fpeaking  to  this,  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  charge  back- 
fliding  upon  any  party  or  perfon  in  the  land,  upon  the 
account  of  public  differences  ;  I  think,  that  without  re- 
flecting upoQ  thefe,  or  giving  offence  to  any  that  arc 
concerned  therein  upon  one  hand  or  another,  that  tak- 
ing the  body  of  this  church  complexly,  ic  may  be  truly 
faid,  that  there  is  a  great  decay  of  a  true  public  fpirit, 
and  of  former  integrity  and  diligence,  zeal  and  watch- 
fiilnefs  for  the  things  of  God  amongft  us  5  and  that  no 
party  are  fo  infenfible  of  their  own  guilt,  or  (o  tenacious 
of  their  own  innocency,  that  they  will  deny  this'  I  do 
not  fpcak  a^to  appearing  or  ailing  in  civil  capacities,  the 
Lord  having  broken  our  civil  government  to  pieces^  and 
caft  bye  our  governors  as  broken  veffels,  whereof  he  ma- 
kcth  no  ufe  for  the  defence  and  prefcrvation  of  religion  ; 
but  what  a  decay  is  upon  us  as  to -many  of  thefe  things 
that  do  befeem  us  as  Chriftians,  efpecially  in  fuch  an 
hour  of  tem^tauotv  \  -and  when  the  public  caufe  of  God, 
and  all  the  predoxis  ■dVv<i^:^^.?.  o^i  V^>\^  ^^>K£\^-isvdof  his 


Dangers  that  fhndten  Religion,     j^^^ 

kingdom,  are  in  fo  imminent  hazard.     It  is  true,  thjit 
every  man  hath  his  gifts  and  ftarion  affigried  him  df  God, 
according  to  the  meafureand  bounds  of  whichj  without 
over-reaching,  (a  thing  too  common  iri  thefe  evil  days) 
he  is  to  demean  himfelf «     But  it  is  alfo  true>  that  all  of 
us  being  members  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  having  ait 
inte^ert  in  the  things  that   concern  his   kingdom,  we 
ought  to  be  fo  far  of  public  fpirits^  as  not  only  coi^iali/ 
to  wifli  well  uAtd,  and  pray  for  the  common  interefl: 
thereof,  but  ialfo  according  td  the  talents  we  have  receiv- 
ed of  him,  and  in  our  >  ilation,  and  as  we  are  thereuiito 
called  of  God,  td  put  forth  ourfelves  cheerfully  and  ac-* 
tivtly  for  the  good  of  the  fime  whether  by  doing  or  fuf* 
ftn*ing*     The  public  caufe  and  work  of  God  was  wpnt 
to  be  precious  and  dear  untd  us  )  and  the  time  was  whea 
no  p;iins,  nor  Cxpence,  nor  hiazard  was  declined,  for 
prefcrviug  or  pronioving  theredf :  we  were  wont  to  ftir 
up  Ourfelves,  and  to  ftir  Up  One  another,  and  to  wreftle: 
ivith  God .  in  prayer  and  fupplication  together,  and  an 
part,  for  fetting   up  of  Jefufaleiin,  and  making  her  a 
praife  In  the  earth*    The  tlitie  was,  when  Upon  the  ap-«  ^ 
pearing  of  siny  dailger  td  religion,  though  haply  but 
afar  off,  Ond  far  inferior  V^  Cnany  dangers  that  are  tiow 
-within  our  bowelS|  feafonable  and  clear  wai'ning  wa^sr 
given  thereof  by  the  body  of  the  watchtticii  iil  the  land 
and  many  private  Chriftians  made  it  their  work  to  deal 
^jrioufly  with  God  in  the  fecrct  watches  of  i^ie  night„ 
.for  preventing  of  the  fame,  and  many  were  found  of  e^* . 
very  rank  and  condition  throughout  the  land,  who  did 
readily  put  forth  themfelvcs  in  their  ftatiom  afid  cal- 
lings to  prevent  future,  and  remove  prefcnt  prejudices 
to   religion-     The  time  was,  trheil  the  things  of  God 
were  more  minded  and  fought  than  oiif  own  things  ;  hi^ 
matters  were  wont  to  have  the  preference  in  all  public 
councils  and  tranfa^idns  amongfl  us  \    dnd  as  public 
motions  and  o\'^crtures  did  tend  to  the  promovipg  or  . 
prejudiiufg  of  the  things  of  God  ;  fo  they  were  vi'ont  to 
be  entertained  orrejefted  in  pilblic  meetings-     Civil  iu- 
tcrcfts  were  wont  to  be  carried   on  in   lubprdinaticz^ 
to  thefe  that  are  fpiritnal  ;   our  own  fafcty  andfecurity 
were  wont  to  be  minded,  in  fubordinatbn  to  the  fafety' 
and  fccurity  of  religion,  and  of  the  kmgdom  of  Jefi^ 
Chrift ;  but  now  fucJi  a  public  and  tender,  and  vigilant 
fpirit  is  in  a  great  mcaiurc  gone,  from  amongft  uj;  aiid 
iaftead  thereof,  neutiality,  and  indifiereiury,  audtarnal. 
S  f  f  fccurit^ 
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fecurity  poflifs  many,  as  to  what  concemeth  religwrt 
and  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  to  many  it  fecm- 
cth  to  be  but  of  fmall  concernment,  whetlicr  the  Lord** 
matters  fink  or  fwim  \  many  feek  their  own  things,  and 
ftudy  to  fecure  themfelves,  and  their  own  matters,  but 
flew  feek  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  care  for  the  prc- 
ferving  or  fecuring  ot  his  intereft.     Is  it  not  for  a  la- 
mentation, that  m  the  public  meetings  which  have  been 
kept  in  the  feveral  ihires  of  this  nation  thefe  eight  or 
nine  years  paft,  there  bath  been  little  or  no  care,  or 
refentment  of  religion,  or  of  the  work  of  God,  but  thefe 
things  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  forgotten  or  laid  a- 
fide,  as  if  we  were  not  a  people  devoted  to  the  Lord ; 
or,  as  if  religion  were  nothing  of  our  concernment  \  or 
as  if  all  that  care  did  belong  to  minifters  Only  i  On  thefe 
it  is  indeed  m  a  fpeclal  way  incumbent  to  take  care  ciiere- 
of  'f  and  would  to  God,  that  all  of  us  who  bear  that 
name,  did  endeavour  to  be  faithful  and  vigilant  in  this 
hour  of  teiitation.     There  is  no  doubt  but  we,  even  we 
alfo,  have  our  own  faintiugi  and  failings  as  to  many 
things  that  are  called  for  in  fu^h  a  day,  and  that  our 
breaches  have  both  wejdcened  ourfelves,  and  blunted  and 
fkumbled  others  :  But  furely  neither  all  the  fault,  nor 
all  the  duty  is  ours  only.     As  the  feveral  ranks  and  ef- 
tates  of  the  land  were  honoured  of  (Sod  to  be  eminently 
inftrumental  both  iH  the  beginning  and  progrefs  of  the 
work  of  reformation  for  fundry  years  together  5  fo  there 
is  no  qu^ion  but  it  is  ftill  incumbent  to  them  in  duty, 
in  theii"  feveral  ftations  and  callings,  according  to  the 
oath  of  Cod  iit  the  covenant,  really,  conftantly  and  fin- 
cerely,  all  the  days  of  their  life,  to  endeavour  the  prc- 
fervation  of  the  reformed  religion  in  the  church  of  ^cot- 
landi  in  doAriney  worfliip,  difciplinc  and  government ; 
and  not  to  give  themfelves  over  to  indiffereney  and  neu- 
trality theteanent,  or  to  give  themfelves  to  be  poffeffetl 
with   a  fpirit  of  carnal  fecurity  and  negligence  in  refe- 
rence thereimto.     I  do  hot  doubt  bift  the  confcieAce  ami 
care  of  their  duty  is  upon  the  hearts' of  fome  of  all  ranks 
in  the  knd  ;  but  who  can  deny,  that  a  fpirit  of  fecurity 
and  neutrality  hath  prevailed  upon  many  :    Flelh  and 
blood,  and  curnal  wifdom  will  not  want  e^Kules  in  thefe 
matters  :  But  if  We  fhall  enter  into  the  fanduary  of  thr 
Lord,  and  weigh  it  m  his  balance,  it  cannot  be  excufed* 
that  the  covenant  and  caufe  of  God,  that  religion  and 
tUc  mierc&s  oi  "\rf\3aQas\^^Q\)k^\i^  ^^  T&n^ck  forgotten 
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\  afide  ;  and  that  there  fhduldbe  fb  fmall  refentment 
Jie  injuries  that  are  done  thereunto  j  and  that  no  fe- 
ity  nor  remedy  againft  the  eneroachments  that  arc 
de  thereupon,  andthe  dangers  thkt  threaten  the&me 
uld  be  fo  much  as  propounded  or  defired.  How  far 
ills  from  that  which  we  were  once  at  ?  Aiid  is  there 
caufe  to  fear,  that  becaufe  of  this  lukewarmnefs,  God 
11  fpue  us  out  of  his  moUth,  as  he  threateWeth  to  do 
o  the  church  of  Laodicea,  becaufe  (he  was  neither 
nor  cold,  but  lukemr^m  in  the  matters  of  God, 
"f*  iii.  16, 


.  Confideration  Sixths 

From  the  divlpons  that  are  amongfi  us. 

jr  THILST  I  am  fpeaking  of  thcfe  dangers  that  arf 
A'  inteftine,  and  do  minifter  advantage  to  the  fpi- 
L>f  error  and  delulion  ;  I  cannot  o^^erpafs  our  divifions, 
t  being  a  danger  that  is  none  of  the  fmalleft.  It  is 
aflertion  of  our  blefled  Lord  jefus,  which  reafonand 
►eriencc  do  verify,  that  a  kingdom  divided  againft  //- 
cannot  Jiand ;  and  how  fad  are  thefe  divifions  which 
in  Scotland  at  this  day?  Ifhallnot  infift  on  thefe  that 
roncern  civil  government,  which  yet  (wherever  they 
)  have  no  fmall  influence  upon  things  religious  \  men 
ig  oftentimes  apt  to  follow  that  way,  even  in  the 
igs  of  God,  that  feemeth  moft.to  contribute  for  fet- 
5  up  or  fettling  thefe  civil  governments  or  governors 
ich  their  hearts  do  moft  afFeft  5  and  their  endeavours 
reanent,  together  with  the  reciprocal  endeavours  of 
fe  governors  thcmfelves,  having  oftentimes  no  fmall 
dency  unto  the  altering  or  changing  fomewjbat  in  re- 
on  :  b"-t  waving  thefe  things,  Is  there  not  difFe- 
ce  and  divifion  amongft  us,  even  in  order  to 
tjs  religious,  vh.  the  difcipline  and  government  of 
church,  and  the  covenant,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
work  of  reformation,  EsJ'r  ?  It  is  true,  there  hath 
n  external  fiibjection  in  thefe  things  by  the  body  of 
inhabitants  of  this  land  •,  hut  it  wn'Cto  fliut  our  ever* 
f.)  f  f  X  -^^w^ 
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and  to  befool  ourfelves  in  the  clear  day,  to  think,  tli^t 
all  thefe  who  did  externally  fubjeA  thereunto,  before  the 
year  1650,  do  now  approve  thereof;  the  practices  and 
profeflion  of  many  witnefEng  the  contrary  \  fome  beicg 
openly  fallen  off  to  Independency ;  fome  to  Anab.ip- 
tifm  \  fome  to  Quakerifm  \  and  many  being  fraught 
with  the  old  malignant  enmity  againft  the  covenant  :ind 
work  of  reformation,  and  the  diicipline  and  govern  moat 
of  the  church  ;  fi)eaking  evil  of,  and  reproaching  thele 
things  at  their  plenfure,  and  mnking  it  manifell,  that 
they  would  be  glad  of  anv  means  and  opportunity  to  biar 
down  and  overturn  the  lame  :  And  how  fad  are  thefe 
divifions  that  are  amongft  us  of  the  miniftry  ?  How  are 
the  watchmen  who  ought  to  fee  with  one  eye,  and  to 
fpeak  with  one  tongue,  and  to  bear  with  one  fhoulder, 
divided  amongft  ourfelves  i  It  is  not  my  purpofe,  at 
prefeiit,  to  dlfcover  the  fountain  of  this  evil,  or  to  im- 
pute the  guilt  thereof  to  one  rather  than  to  anotlier  \ 
neither  do  I  mean  from  the  bad  confequences  of  our  di- 
vifions, to  debate  innoccncy  and  truth  into  iilence,  or 
to  pcrfuade  to  an  union  u{>on  any  terms,  though  with 
the  increafc  of  our  iln  againfl  God,  and  with  the  greai- 
€T  prejudice  of  his  work,  and  with  more  offence  to  the 
confcienoes  of  thefe  that  are  truly  tender  and  godly ; 
but  fimply  to  hold  forth  that  divifion  doth,  in  xnany  re- 
fpefts,  threaten  danger  to  religion  and  the  ordinances  of 
Jefus  Chrift  amongft  us,  that  fo  the  true  caufes  aiid  right 
cLre  thereof  may  be  fearched  into,  and  f^udied. 

1.  It  givcth  advantage  to  adverfaries  to  caft  flandcrs 
and  imputations  upon  our  church  and  the  government 
thereof,  as  having  (if  they  may  be  bfelievcd)  little  or  nu- 
thing  of  that  unity  and  peace,  and  love  that  becon>eth 
the  true  church  and  paflors  of  Jefus  Ciirill. 

2.  It  doth  lay  a  flumbling-block  in  the  way  not  only 
0f  ignorant,  carnal  and  profane  men,  to  make  them  ciil 
^t  religion  and  reformation  \  but  alfo  of  fomelefs  know- 
ing and  weak  amongft  the  godly,  who  are  brought  to 
doubt  which  way  to  follow,  whilft  they  fee  fome  Iciirne J 
and  godly  minifters  pleading  fof  one  thing,  and  others 
alfo  learned  and  godly  pleading  for  another. 

3.  It  doth  much  harden  and  coniipm  fuch  of  that  par-» 
ty  in  the  land,  who  formerly  oppOlcd  the  work  of  re- 
formation, and  do  retain  their- enmity  thereto,  that  it  is 
not  A  vrc)iVLlViuXVi3XV\>^ttv^i<iQd^  jis  having  no  coufif- 
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te^cC)  nor  concord  with  itfelf,  but  like  to  pull  down  and 
deftroy  itfelf  by  the  divifions  that  are  among  the  chief 
inftrumeiits  thereof.  , 

4,  It  doth  divert  the  judicatories  of  the  kirk,  and  the 
meinbcra  thereof,  frpni  employing  themfelvcs  againft 
the  cpiTxwQn  adv^aries,  acll.  promoting  die  exercifes 
and  power  of  godlinefs. 

5,  It  maketh  difcipline  and  church  cenfures  fundry 
times  to  be  diiiregarded,  as  not  proceeding  from  Pre!-. 
byteries  and  Synods  jointly,  but  oftentimes  Jn  a  divided 
way. 

6,  It  breedeth  fundry  inconveniencies  in  the  planting 
of  churches,  fometimes  obftrufting  the  plantation  for 
fundry  years  together ;  fometimes  planting  them  with 
men  not  fatisfyingly  qualified  j  fometimes  making  two 
differing  plantations  in  one  congregation,  by  which,  both 
the  miniilers  and  the  people  come  to  be  dhrided,  or  the 
dUTatisficd  party,  if  they  cannot  win  at  a  minifter,  to  be 
caften  loofe,  and  left  without  a  miniftry  and  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  ordinances. 

7.  The  door  is  thereby  fluit  fundry  times  ^gainft 
fundry  able  and  godly  Cxpe^ants,  who  are  thereby  kept 
from  entering  into  the  miniftry, 

8.  -^vantage  is  thereby  given  to  diflaffefted  people 
in  fome  congre";ations,  to  feparate  and  withdraw  from 
their  own  la\vful  paftors,  and  either  to  caft  themfelves 
loofe  of  the  ordinances,  or  elfe  to  call  and  fet  up  others 
ia  an  inorderly  way. 

9.  It  doth  retard  and  obftruft  the  pirrging  of  the 
church  from  infufEcient  and  ic;mdalous  miniilers  and 
elders,  who  do  iheltcr  themfelves,  and  are  but  taken 
too  little  notice  of,  under  thefe  differences  and  diviiiOiis. 

I  o.  It  doth  occafion  men  in  ths  heat  of  their  debatd^  ^ 
anent  thefe  differences,  to  run  too  far  upon  the  allert* 
ing  and  venting  of  things  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
opinions  and  judgments,  that  may  ^rove  feed£  and  in- 
lets to  tenets  and  evils  that  are  of  greater  and  more  dan« 
gcrous  confequehce. 

II.  It  doth  in  n^  fmall  meafure  alienate  the  mindfs, 
and  eftrange  the  hearts  and  affe^ioqs  of  good  men  oi\t 
from  another,,  and  weaken  tbem  in  their  prayers  before 
God  one  for-knother,  and  iu  that  confidence  and  cordi- 
alnefs  that  they  (hould  have  in  their  joint  carrying  on  of 
common  end  uncontrovejrtcd'duticii  all  v.'hxcli^  as  they 

arc 
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are  prefent  prejudices  to  religion  and  the  work  of  God  \ 
fo  being  continued,  are  like  to  prove  more  and  more 
dangerous  and  deftruftive  thereunto. 


Confideration  Seventh. 

from  the  Attempts  and  Affaulis  that  ape  made  by  many 
upan  the  Ordinances  of  Jefus  Chrifi. 

AS  tlus  inferior  world  without  the  light  of  the  fun, 
would  be  but  a  i^afs  of  darknefs  and  confufioiiy 
fo  would  the  church  militant  without  ordinances  \  and 
as  food  is  neceilarj  for  preferving  of  the  life  of  the  body, 
lo  hath  God  appointed^  th^t  in  our  pilgrim  condition 
here  below,  the  foul's  life  ihould  depend  upon  the  uie  of 
his  ordinances :  What  is  religion  but  a  confcientious  wor- 
ihiping  of  God,  after  the  manner,  and  in  the  ufc  of  the 
ordinances  prefcribed  by  himfelf  ?  And  yet  I  do  not 
know,  if  in  any  generation  the  ordinances  of  God  have 
been  more  direftly  ftruck  at,  than  they  are  by  many  in 
thefe  nations  at  this  day  :  I  fhall  pafs  that  fanatickge-. 
neration  of  FamUtfis,  that  cry  down  all  worfhip  and  or- 
dinances, as  things  below  a  faints  condition,  fundry  of 
which  as  wandering  ftars  be  travelling  up  and  down  thefe 
lands  :  But  let  us  a  little  confider  what  attempts  and  afr 
faults  are  made  by  many  againft  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  preaching  thereof,  againft  the  facraments,  againft 
the  Lord's-day,  againft  the  miniftry,  and  againil  the 
difcipline  and  government ?of  the  church-,  which  things 
are  the  very  pillars  of  religion,  that  being  dcftroyed,  re^ 
ligion  cannot  but  evanifh  and  turn  into  nothing.  As  tq 
the  holy  word  of  God  contained  in  the  fcriptures  of 
truth  ;  there  be  not  only  fundry'  Jefuits  and  SeminaryT 
Pr/^j  lurking  in  fundry  places  of  the  land,  who  cry 
down  the  pcrfeftion  and  authority  of  the  fcriptures,  and 
the  reading  thereof  in  our  vulgar  tongu?,  and  the  Bibles 
which  arc  in  people's  hands,  as  fialfe,  and.  corrupt,  and 
heretical  translations,  and  do  commend  unto  them  the 
authority  of  the  chviich  of  Rome^  and  her  traditions,  for 
the  groMnd  oi  f^^v^nuoiv^  -wcA  >\\^  ^^  \ii.>l\xi  s^^^^xk  for 
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t4ie  authentic  text  of  the  fcripture,    and  the  Bible  of 
Doway  ibt  the  heft  and  pureil  Englijb  verfion,  and  all 
our  public  worfhip  as  corrupt ;   but  we  have  alfo  the 
in^hole  tribe  of  the  fakers  concurring  and  confpiring 
K>  the  utn^oft  of  their  power,  to  cry  down  the  divinity 
and  authority  of  the  written  word  of  God,  and  to  per- 
fiiade  fuch  as  will  belieVe  them,  that  the  fcripture^  hav6 
no  authority  over  men's  confciences,  :md  that  no  com* 
mand  iil  fctipture  that  w^s  given  to  others,  doth^^bind 
Hs,  fave  what  we  have  an  iihpulfe'  upon  our  own  fpirits 
for,  and  that  every  man  in  the  wortd  hath  a  light  with- 
in him^  fufficient  ta -guide  hini  unto  falvaCion,  without 
the  help  of  any  outward  light  or  difcovery,  and  that  the; 
didtates  of  this  inward  light,  are  the  infallible  dictates  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  everyone  is  bound  to  hearlcen 
unto.    This,  as  ic  is  one  of  the  moft  impudent^  fo?t  b 
one  of  the  moft  cempendiouis  ways  that  ever  was  taken 
by  Satan,  for  ftriking  at  the  root  of^Chriftian  reiigibn^ 
imd  bsmiihing  df  it  out  of  the  worlds    If  the  fcriptures 
he  not  the  word  of.  Ood^  what  have  we  for  the  ^ound 
of  our  faith,  and  rule  of  our  duty  ?   The  light  thait  is 
within  us^  when  not  derived  from,  and  founded  upon^ 
and  agreeable  unto  the  law  and  the  teftimony,  is  Imt 
darknefs,  and  leadeth  us  unto  as  many  by«-paths  of  di-* 
villon  a(nd  deftrudtion,  as  our  corrupt  fancy  can  devife, 
or  the  father  of  lies  fuggeft  unto  us :   Neither  are  thefc 
men  any  greater  frienck  to  the  facraments  inilituted  and 
appointed  by  Jefus  Chrift  under  the  gofpel :  they  cry 
down  baptifm  with  water,  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  73 
b«ing  but  types  ztiA  (hadovs  ceafing  upon  the  appear-- 
ance  of  Chriil  within  them      The  Anahaptijls  alfo,  tho* 
they  do  not  limply  deny  or  oppugn  the  ordinance  of  bap-* 
tif'iu,  yet  by  denying  and  oppugning  the  baptifnl  of  in- 
fants, born  within  the  vilible  church,  they  do  not  only 
at  one  dadi  un-baptize  and  un-^church  all  the  thoufands 
of  our  IJraely  but  do  aHb  leave  our  children  and  pofte- 
rity,  in  regard  of  any  covenant-privilege,  or  feal,  m  lit- 
tle or  no  better  condition,  than  thefe  of  Infidels  or  Pa- 
g..iis  'j  and  how  pre\  aiUhg  an  opinion  and  party  tliis  is  in 
tiieie  nations  at  this  day,    is  manifeft  enough.     The 
l^ord's  da)-,  though  a  moral  and  divine  inAitution,  and 
g«neraHy  acknowledged  in  the  churches  of  Ghrikb,  to  be 
th;;  key  of  religion,,  and  that  ordinance  which  keepeth 
all  the  reft  in  life  and  being,  by  feparating  us.one  day  of 
every  week  from  the  world  and  worldly  bufineffes,  to  be 
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folemnly  fet  ap^rt  and  cxcrcifcd  in  religious  dnttei,  Ctii^- 
ly  thefe  thftt  concern  the  public  worOiip  of  God,  in  the 
public  aiTemblies  of  his  people  \   yet  is  by  many  of  the 
fedhiries  of  this  time,  alfo  cried  down,  and  the  kctSping 
thereof,  flighted  and  oppofed,  which  being  added  ta 
that  natural  averfenefs, and  enniity  that  is  in  tbe  hearts 
of  all  carnal  and  proisme  men,  (the  number  of  \yhieh  In 
all  quarters  of  Mr  land  is  not  Anall)  unto  the  giving  or 
keeping  a  day  unto  the  Lord,  threaten  no  fmall  danger 
unto  this  m(A  nccefiary  and  divine  inititution,  awl  to 
the  whole  public  worihip  of  God*     What  is  more  like 
to  take  ijlrith  worldly-minded  mcn^  and  wanton  perfons, 
and  carnal  Ubertixtes,  than  this,  that  all  days  are  alike, 
and  that  the  Lord's^y  ts  but  a  device  of  man,  and  a 
yoke,  and  a  bondage  opoii  the  necks  of  the  dixiples, 
from  wliich  they  ought  to  deliver  themfdvcs  ?  This  be- 
ing one  of  the  things  which  carnal  hoarts  do  mod  deiirc 
and  hunt  after :  When  carnal  liberty  getteth  coniciencc 
upon  its  fide,  and  carnal  andlicentious  pradtices  ;;et  un- 
der tine  fhadow  of  religious  opuiions,  they  do  then  wax 
bold  as  lions,  and  tear  in  pieces  the  precious  truths  and 
commandments  of  God,  that  ft  and  in  their  way ;    and 
thus  it  is  like  to  prove  in  the  matter  of  the  Lord's^ay. 
And  not  only  are  niinifters  had  in  derillon,  and  con- 
temp*,  and  railed  upon,  and  reviled  as  deceivers,  thieves, 
robbers,  BaaPs  priefts,  conjurer.'*,  Antic?hrilts,  witches, 
devils,  SpnofiSy  ferpents,  bloody  Herodians,  fcarict*-col- 
Oured  beafts,  Babylon^ s  merchants,  wolves,  dogs,  fwine. 
Sodomites^  murders,  miniftcrs  of  darkneis,  ctulcd  fpcak- 
ers,  C^j/'/iV  ftock,  vagabonds,  who  walk  in  the  way  of 
Caifty  Balaam  and  Core^  and  what  not,  that  a  malicious 
heart  can  invent,  and  a  violent  tongue  utter  ;   but  the 
ordinance  of  the  miuiflry  itfelf  is  alfo  cried  down,  as  al- 
together needlefs,  and  burdenfome  to  the  Lord's  people 
under  the  gofpel,  who  (if  feme  of  thefe  men  may  be  be- 
liev*i)  have:  no  need  of  any  outward  tearlilng,  by  read- 
ing or  heiirin[T  the  fcriptureiJ  opened  or  applied,  that 
light  within  thenr  being  Inlficient  to  teach  them  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  will  of  God  :    As  to  all  thtfe  thiiig.^ 
that  concern  their  dufy  and  Uvation,  or  as  others  of 
thefe  men  will  have  it,,  all  of  them  are  warranted  to  be 
teachers  themfelves,  and  that  a  peculiar  oiUctf  of  a  teach- 
ing or  preaching  minilb'y,  i.5  no  ordinrmcc  of  Chrift  : 
Or',  if  any  fuch  be,  th^t  they  ire  not  to  be  by  any  medi- 
ate call  from.ixvai\)  bM^w\>^  ixx  vitiwvc'^iiw.^  ^iS^  ^^^Ck  Uod, 
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And  tlic  peculiar  inftinft  of  tlie  Holy  Ghoft^  Xx^Vf  add 
to  thefe  things,  the  general  dilrefpeft  and  difeftcem  that 
prevaileth  on  the  hearts,  and  appeareth  in  the  carriage 
of  diiraffefted  and  profane  men,  to  the  rainiftry;  toge- 
ther with  a  ftrong  inclina^tion  that  is  in  many,  to  hav^ 
miniflers  according  to  their  pwn  hearts,^  who  willfpeak 
fmooth  things  unto  themi  and  heal  their  hurt  flightly, 
and  that  the  maintenance  of  intrants  to  the  miniftry,  to 
■which  there  was  wont  to  be  free  and  legal,  accefs  by  vir- 
tue of  their  ordination,  is  now  feized  upon  by  tbjeir  ci*. .. 
vil  power,  who  do  not  allow  it  to  any,  but  upon  condi- 
tion of  their  declaring  their  refolution  to  live  peaceably, 
under  the  prefent  government:  And  for  the  difcip-. 
line  and  government  of  the  church,  not  only  are  the* 
civil  laws  that  concern  the  upholding  thereof,  and, 
giving  obedience  thereunto,  repealed,  and  liberty  al- 
lowed to  all  thefe  who  are  pleaied  to  fpeak  or  write  .a-, 
•  gaind  it,  or  withdraw  their  fubjeftion  therefrom  5  but 
other  forts  alfo  of  kirk  difcipline  and  government  that 
arc  dc(bii£tive  thereunto,  are  fet  up  and  promoted,  an'4 
protected,  and  countenanced  amongft  us.  Thefe  things 
being  fo,  is  it.  not  pafk  all  queftion,  that  the  pillars  o£ 
religion,  wliich  is  wlfdom's  houfe,  are  in  hazard  to  be 
overthrown  by  the  malicious  and  fabtile  devices  of  Sa.- 
tan  ?  And  that  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  awake,  and  fee 
our  danger,  left,  ere  we  be  aware,  we  be  fpoiled  of  the 
precious  treafure  of^he  gofpe],  and  bleffed  ordinanc(=!s  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  which  we  hve,  and  in  which  is.  the  lif^ 

of  our  fouls- 


Danger  Eight* 

Fi-ffin  the  Gronvih  and  liicrecje  of  Pcpery  in  the  Land. 

•^'l^IIAT  the  Pope  and  his  party  have  thefe  many 
1       many  years  paft,  h?.d  a  fpecial  eye  upon  Bntain, 
f\i}d  upon  this  nation  as  a  part  thereof,  fot  reducing 
tlie  fame  into  the  obedience  of  the  See  of  Rome^  is  bet- 
ter known  than  that  I  need  to-  infifi:  upon  the  proof  of  it ; 
and  therefore  hath  he  alwxiys  ha^  his  cmiffiiries  the  Je^ 
yults  and  ^an'mnrx't.ncHs^  'tr;jvelling  up  and.  down  in 
'  ^    T  t  t  <iLis 
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this  Ifland,  under  diverfe  maiks,  fcir  parvertiag  of  fonisv  I 
and  fetting  plots  and  confpiracies  on  fwit^  for  compaf-  j 
fing  that  ddign.  How  much  their  hopes  were  hei^t* 
ned,  .and  m  what  a  fair  way  they  were  far  bringing  it  a- 
bout,  before  the  year  V63&  is  firefli  in  ren^embrance : 
And  although  thefe  hopes  were  in  a  great  meafure  blad- 
cd  by  the  reformation,  then  begonia  Scotiatid^  and  prof- 
peroufly  carried  on  in  both  nations  far  fandry  years 
thereafter  y  yet  are  they  now  agsun  terived  under  our 
prefeut  diftempers  and  confufion%  wUch  (efpecially  by 
reafon  of  thr  vaft  tolestation  of  errors  and  herefies,  of 
which  I  have  afaready  ipoke)  do  minifter  unto  Papifb 
great  and  fingnlar  advantages,  for  promoting  and  com- 
pa^g  their  dcfign*  Not  only  is  liberty  afforded  thenv 
to  vent  moft  part  of  the  popiih  dodrhxe,  (which  keeping 
«ff  the  Pope's  fapremacy,  and  the  popiih  hierarchy,  with 
fame  other  thkigs  of  shat  kind,  they  may  do  without 
hazard)  but  thefe  peiK^  ftatutes  and  laws,  which  cod- 
Osm  men'»  coming  to  church,  and  attending  the  word 
jind  facraments,  ^c^  being  Uktn  away;  they  have  liber-' 
tjto  withdraw  themfekres  from  the  ordinances  and  means 
ii  convi£lion  and  ioftruftion,  and  may  keep  their  own 
private  meetings  with  their  ghoftly  fathers  at  home,  with- 
#nt  regard  to  the  cenfures  of  the  church ;  and  in  the 
mean  while  Jejuits  and  Semunary^iefls^  come  not  a  few 
of  them  into  the  country,  and  do  import,  or  caufe  te  be 
hnportedy  numbers  of  popiih  pamphlets,  which  are  in- 
^uftrioudy  fpread,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as 
they  perceive  in  any  meafure  inclinable  to  their  way,  or 
by  reafon  of  theur  malignant  difpofition,  to  be  in  diflike 
with  the  covenant,  or  the  government  and  difcrpline  of 
the  church,  or  any  part  of  the-  work  of  refonRaricn,  or 
to  be  ignorant  or  loofe  in  their  converfation :  Neither  are 
fimdry  of  them  wanting  in  the  mean  while,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  power,  by  fubtle  and  feir  fpeeches,  to 
draw  away  fuch  from  the  purity  of  their  profeffion, 
and  to  inftil  into  them>  the  love  of  the  way  of  the 
church  of  Romej  as  that  which  was  the  religion  of  our 
fore-fathess.  Not  a  few  papifts  alfo,  who  had  •r- 
merly  left  the  coiibtry,  becaufe  of  the  flridknefs  of  the 
laws,  do  now  return  home  again,  and  others  who  (laid 
at  home,  and  did  profefs  Aibjedtion  and  conformity  to 
the  church,  do  now  withdraw  and  openly  avow  them- 
feives  to  be  papifts :  Neither  is  their  advantage  fmali  by 
the  remnant  ot  Oi^  xaaX\^^XL\.  ^xA^t^<x^:.A  ^^^^j.^  that 
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is  yet  amongft  us:  Theft  alio  liarving  a  great  enmity  a- 
gainfl  the  covenant  ^nd  government  of  the  chi^'ch,  and^ 
the  vrork  of  reformation :  And  there  being  in  fundry 
things  a  great  fympithy  between  thefe  parties,  and  a 
great  fibneis  in  their  principles  and  ways^  and  a  deal  of 
readinefs  to  correfpord  together,  and  to  countenance 
one  anbther:  By  thefe  means,  and  fuch  as  tKefe,  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  popery  grows  and  fpreads  in  feveral  places 
of  the  land  from  year  to  year  5  to  which  if  we  fliall  add,^ 
the  correfpondence  that  Papifts  have  with,  and  the  en- 
couragements they  have  from  their  friends  abroad  \  to- 
gether with  the  defign  (which  hath  been  long  a  hatch- 
ing) of  the  popifh  leaguers  beyond  fea,  of  invading 
jSritaifj  as  the  ftrongeft  bulwark  of  the  proteftant  caufe, 
that  it  being  brought  under,  jbey  may  the  mjore  ^.alily 
make  a  prey  of  the  reft  pf  the  Proteftant  ftates  and 
churches  3  and  that  this  invafion  is  like  to  be  ftated  upo^ 
iiich  a  quarrel,  and  carried  on  under  fuch  a  pretext. as 
•will  engage  the  affeftion  and  afliftance  of  fome,  and 
blunt  the  oppofition  of  others :  Do  not  all  thefe  things, 
put  together,  much  heighten  th«  danger  of  tjie  tru^ 

proteftant  religion  in  Scotland  ? 

>  ■ 


Danger  Nindi. 

J^r'om  our  Gmlihiefs  in  many  cf  thfe  things  for  which 
the  Lord  threattjieib  to  depflrt^  cmd  remove  his  cofhf 
dleJllcL 

I  Have  fpoke  to  ftindry  fins  that  do  abound  a^nongfl 
us,  as  they  do  weaken  the  foul,  in  reftfting  of 
temptations,  and  in  following  of  thefe  duties  that  are 
neceffary,  for  prefer ving  of  religion  in  its  purity  an4 
power,  and  as  inlets  to  drfpofe  unto  things,  that  are 
contrary  and  deftru^live  thereunto.  1  fhali  now  refume 
fome  of  thefe  fins,  ai>d  add  thereunto  fome  others,  where- 
of we  arc  in  a  great  mcafure  guilty,  for  which  the  Lorii 
threateneth  to  depart,  and  to  remove  his  candleftick. 
The  firft  1  name,  is,  That  grofs  ignorance  of  the  goli- 
pel,  and  o^  thg  neccfliirv  truths  of  God  that  pofleffetU 
T  t  t   a  «iV.l^ 
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titiiSes  of  dnr  land  in  this  clear  gcfoeWay,  and  under 
the  plenty  of  the  means  of  knowlecige.  Is  not  this  the 
condemnation  of  many,  that  light  is  come  amongft  ws, 
and  that  they  love  darknefs  rather  than  light  ?  the  ig- 
norance of  many  is  affefted  and  pervcrfe,  and  thcreforb 
without  excufe :  Is  there  not  caufe  to  fear  that  dreadful 
•word,  //  IS  a  people  of  no  underjiandingy  Therefore' he  that 
•fnade  them^  'will  have  vo  mercy  on  them^  and  he  thatforin-* 
#  /  tkem^  nvill/hew  them  no  favour ^  Ifa.  xxvii.  n .  ?  And 
ihat  of  another  of  ^e  prophets,  Be  thm  inJlruEfed^  O 
Jerufalem^  leji  my  foul  depart  from  thee^  Jer,  vi.  8.  ?  The 
iecond,  is,  lli^  abounding  and  prevailing  formality  that 
3s  amongft  us,  or  a  form  of  godlineft  without  the  power 
thereof :  becaufe  of  this,  the  Lord  threatens  to  le^nd  de* 
Jufion,  ftroDg  deluiion  upon  a  people  that  they  may  be- 
lieve a  lie,  2  Their,  ii,  iq,  ij,  i2.  yea,  to  chufe  their 
cieluftons,  and  bring  their  fears  upon  them,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  3, 
'^.  And  do  not  fuch  delufions  fcqm  to  be  the  proper 
Prague  of  thefe  nations  at  this  time,  chofcn  anj  fent  of 
<5od  for  punifliing  our  formality  ?  Hath  there  been  at 
any  time  more  ftrorig  delufion,  \%iether  we  look  in- 
to the  multiplicity  and  n^onftroufticfs  of  the  errors  that 
are  hatched  and  vented,  or  multitude  of  the  per- 
fons  that  have  coipe  quickly  to  be  infefted  therewith  I 
This  is'doubtlefs  a  piece  of  the  hour  arid  power  of  durk- 
3iefs,  wherein  Satan  i§  loofed  out  of  hisprifon,  and  is 
gone  forth  to  deceive  thcfe  nations,  and  when  delufions 
are  chofen  and  "fent  of  God,  and  the  holy  One  doth  in 
ills  fpotlefs  and  righteous  providence,  for  punifliing  the 
';(insofm?n,  f^v  to  the  lying  fpirit,  who  offers  himfelf 
i^o  be  the  minifter  of  entichig  fouls,  go  forth,  and  thou 
ihalt  prevail :  have  not  all  of  us  reafon  to  tremble  and 
fear.  Let  hlni  that  thluketh  Ipe  fandeihy  take  hcedy  IcJi  he 
fally  \  Cor.  X.  I  %^  The  thirds  is,  barrennefs,  and  un- 
fmitfulnefs  under  the  gofpel,  for  which  the  Lord  threat- 
ens tc  take  away  the  hedge  pf  his  vineyard,  and  it  fliaU 
be  eaten  up  s  to  break  down  the  wall  thereof  and  it  fivall 
be  trodden  down ;  tp  lay  it  wafte,  and  it  fliall  not  be 
prunned  nor  digged,  Ifa.  v.  6,  7.  A  charge  is  given  by 
the-Mafter  of  the  vineyard,  to  cut  down  thefig-^ec  that 
yielded  no  £r«it  for  three  years,  Luke  xiii.  7.  And  the' 
apoftle  telleth  us,  That  the  earth  that  drinheth  in  the  rain 
that  Cometh  oft  upon  ity  and  bringeth  forth  nothing  hut  ' 
fhorns  and  thiftles^  is  rejeB^d  and^  near  vLuia  curfingy  Heb. 
yu  8,     And  IS  uot  t\\\%  \xv  's^a  ^iixv5k^\\\  ^^•4>i:i^  >^  "tcc^ 
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of  our  land,  that  notwithftanding  the  Lord  doth  plenti- 
fully water  us  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  with  the 
fweet  rain  of  the  gofpel,  day  by  day,  yet  are  we,  as  to 
moft  of  us  an  empty  vine,  that  bringeth  forth  fruit  unto 
ourfelves,  but  not  unto  God  ? 

The  fourth  is,  Slighting,  loathing  and  wearying  of 
the  precious  thmgs  of  Irod,  and  the  blefled  opportuni- 
ties thereof,  and  preferring  our  own  carnal  and  worldly 
advantages  thereunto,  for  which  the  Lord  threatens 
that  lue  will  canfe  the  fun  go  down  at  noon-day,  and  that 
he  will  darken  the  earth  in  the  clear  day,  and  that  he 
will  fend  a  famine  of  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  his  people  fliall  wander  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from 
the  north  even  to  the  eaft,  thev  fliall  run  to  and  fro  to 
feek  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  fliall  not  find  it,  Amos 
viii.  4,  5,  6,  9,  II,  12.  And  this  fin  alfo  reigneth  a-^ 
mong  us.  How  many  lothe  the  ordinances,  and  flight 
the  oppoj-tunities  thereof?  How  many  weary  of  the ^ 
Lord's  day,  and  halve  it  between  God  and  the  world  ? 
How  is  our  blefled  Lord  Jefus  and  the  ineflrimabie  trca- 
fare  of  the  gofpel  valued  by  many  at  a  very  low  rate,  ma^ 
ny  times  lefs  than  thirty  pieces  of  filver  ?  that  Kc  may 
jufllytakeup  that  fad  complaint,  A  goodly  price  that  t 
^uas  prized  at  of  them  y  Zach,  Vi,  ij.  and  break  his  fta-v 
tutcs  and  be  gone. 

The  fifth  is,  Refufing  to  hearken  unto  God,  for  which 
jny  God,  faith  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap.  ix.  17.  W// 
fajl  them  niixty,  Ar<j  we  not  a  rebellious  and  gain-faying 
people,  who  neither  fear  the  threatenings  of  God  to  re- 
pent, nor  entertain  his  promifes  to  believe,  nor  regard 
his  commandments  to  obey  ?  and  may  not  the  Lord  up- 
braid us  as  he  didtbefe  cities  wherein  moft  of  his  migh-i 
ty  works  w^rc  done,  becaufe  they  repented  not,  and 
bring  upon  us  the  judgments  and  defolation  threatened 
in  that  place  ?  Matth.xi.  21,  22,  23,  24.  May  he  not 
becaufe  of  our  unbelief,  cut  us  off  as  he  did  the  churc!\ 
of  the  Jews,  Rom.  xi.  20.  ?  Doth  not  their  example  call 
upoa  us  not  to  be  high-minded,  but  to  fear  -?  May  he 
not,  becaufe  of  our  difobedience,  and  that  fo  many  of 
us  do  refufe  to  futfer  him  to  reign  over  us,  pafs  upon  us; 
thnt  fad  fentence  that  is  recorded,  Luke  xix.  27  ? 

The  fixth  fs,  That  wbicph  is  written  as  tlie  fin  of  thq 

prophets,   Jer,  vi.  14.   E^ek.  xiii.  10,  16,  22.    cluip, 

.   xxxiv.  18,   19,  20,  21.  Mic.  iii.  5.  for  which  the  Lord 

threatens  that  night  flrall  be  unto  them*  And  that  they 
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fhall  not  have  a  v\&xm^  that  it  fhall  be  dark  unto  theoty 
that  they  fhall  not  divine^  and  that  the  fun  (hall  go  down 
over  them«  I  do  not  intend  the  application  of  this  to 
any  upon  the  account  of  public  differences ;  but  without 
refpedto  parties  or  differences,  it  can  hardly  be  denied, 
that  though  (bleffed  be  God  for  it)  there  be  in  the  land 
many  precious  minifters  of  botI#  judgments  who  ftudy  to 
divide  the  word  of  God  aright,  warning  the  wicked  to 
turn  from  the  eviJL  of  their  ways,  and  encouraging  the 
godly  in  the  purfuit  and  practice  of  godlinefs,  and  fpeak- 
9  word  in  feafon  to  weary  fouls  :  Yet  there  be  not  a  few 
who  heal  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  the  Lord's  people 
ilightly,  and  do  fpeak  peace  to  thefe  to  whom  the  Lord 
doth  not  fpeak  peace  ;  who  thruft  with  tlie  fide  and  the 
Moulder,  and  bite  with  the  t^^th  ^hofe  who  ought  to 
ht  encouraged  and  comforted. 

It  is  fadly  bemoaned  bv  the  ferious  feekers  of  God  in 
many  places  of  the  land,  that  the  work  of  fome  mini- 
ilers  is,  not  to  commei^d  themfelves  -to  every  man's  con- 
fcience  as  in  the  fight  of  God  }  bu^  to  hapdle  the  word 
of  God  decdtfiiUy,  in  making  fad  the  hearts  of  the  righ- 
teous by  turning  the  edge  of  their  do£jtrine  againfl  them, 
under  the  notion  of  hypocrites  and  feftaries,  and  fuch 
Jike ;  and  in  ftrengthemng  the  hands  pf  the  wicked, 
that  he  iho'uld  not  return  from  his  wicked  way,  by 
promifing  htm.  life  \  by  which  it  cometh  to  pafs,  that 
lundry  of  the  people  in  fundry  congregations,  do  bids 
themfelves  in  their  hearts,  and  fay,  that  t^cy Jhafi  have 
feace^  though  they  wilk  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts^ 
adding  drunkeaneft  to  thirjl  j  and  that  the  few  feekers  of 
God  that  are  in  thefe  congregations,  or  in  the  country 
^bout,  are  looked  upon  by  fuch  as  the  vileft  and  inoft 
hateful  of  men,  and  their  way  more  fcarred  at  than  that 
of  the  drunkard,  or  the  common  fwearer  ^  becaufc  ©f 
this  there  is  caufe  to  fear  that  the  Lord  fhall  accomplish 
the  threatening  of  the  proph^t^  by  fending  darknefs  in- 
ftcad  of  divination^ 

The /eventh  is.  Dealing  treacheroufly  with  God  in  the 
inatter  of  his  covenant,  for  which  the  Lord  threatcn- 
cth  dreadful  defolation,  Deut.  xxix,  22,  23,  24,  2;. 
And  in  many  fcriptures  belides,  which  threatcnings  he 
hath  epainently  verified  againft  the  church  of  the  Jews, 
who  becaufe  of  breach  of  covenant  were  caft  out  of  his 
iight  many  liUTidred  ^t?cts  -a^^Ck^ -Mxd  have  continued  in 
tfc>t  dolc£u\  and  djdoV^Lt^  ^gtv^\<\<yft.>¥ccw^  ^^^  ^-a^  \  -w^ 
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are- not  we,  even  we  alfo,  thefe  who  have  been  imfted- 
fdft,  and  have  dealt  falfely  in  the  covenant  of  God  ?     I 
fliaJl  not  defcend  into  particulars  about  which  there  may 
be  difference  •,   but  fure  I  am,  that  cleaving  unto  God, 
and  clofe  walking  with  him,  and  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of 
JeAis  Chrift,  and  againft  the  open  enemies  and  adverfa- 
ries  thereof,  and  the  reforming  of  ourfelvcs  and  our  fol- 
lowers in  our  jTeveral  ilations  and  capacities,  will  be  de- 
nied by  none,  to  be  amongft  the  great  ends,  whether  of 
our  baptifmal  covenant,  or  of  our  national  covenant,  or 
of  the  folcmn  league  and  covenant.     And  that  every 
tender  heart  among  us,  will  alfo  acknowledge,  that  moft 
cf  us  have  not  only  come  exceedingly  fhort,  but  moft 
palpably  and  grofly   tranfgrefled  in  order  to  all  thefe 
things,  in  fo  far  that  the  very  obligation  thereunto,  is  not 
only  forgotten,  but  trodden  under  foot  of  many  ;  a  fia 
\  that  is  much  heightened  by  the  greaitnefe  of  the  Lord's 
mercies  and  wonderful  works  manifefted  and  done  ia 
l  our  behalf,  in  the  contriving  and  carrying  on  of  thefe  co- 
venants, and  by  the  opennefs  and  folemnity  of  our  way, 
in  engaging  ourfelves  thereunto.     We  may  fay,  that  be- 
caufe  of  the  oath  of  the  covenant  the  land  mounietfap 
-    and  that  God  hath  a  great  and  fore  controverfy  with  us 
^   for  this  thing,  and  that  .there  is  juft  caufe  to  fear,  that 
^  ^  he  hath  begun,  fo  he  will  continue  to  purfue  the  quar- 
rel thereof,  until  he  bring  darknefs  and  defolation  upon ' 
~  us,  uiilefs  mercy  fliall  prevent  us,  by  giving  us  to  re- 

\icnt  and  turn  agaiii  to  himfelf. 
^  The  eight,  is,  forfaking  our  firft  love,  for  which  the 
^  I^ord  threatens  to  remove  the  candleftick  of  the  church 
^  of  Ephefus,  Rev.  ii.  4.  which  may  alfo  breed  us  great 
\  fear,  that  our  candleftick  fhall  be  removed  ;  and  that  u- 
■  pon  theie  two  grounds,  firft,  becaufe  we  have  in  a  great 
meafiire  left  our  iirft  love,  and  declined  from  our  former 
"^  attainments.  I  ihall  not  compare  this  generation  of 
^  oar  church  with  the  generation  of  our  fathers  ;  I  mean, 
~  thofe  who  did  ihake  oiFthe  yoke  of  the  Roman  Anti- 
.  .  chrift,  and  embrace  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  from  whofe 
^  ze.ii  wc  are  far  degenerated  ;  but  let  us  compare  ourfelves 
^  with  ourfelves,  I  me;m  what  we  are  now  with  what  we 
"*■  once  were,  and  that  but  a  veiy  few  years  ago,  and  fee  if 
P  there  be  not  caufe  to  fay,  we  have  left  our  firft  love. 
y  I  ill  a  II  name  but  a  few  particulars,  firjl^  There  was  in 
■*^  our  love  not  long  ago  a  tender  refpedt  to  all  the  precious 
^  truths  of  God,  with  a  fervent  defire  and  ferioys  endc*^ 
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xovn  of  attaining  and  poffcfling  them  in  tKeir  ptlritTf 
which  brought  forth  a  deal  of  abhorrence  and  indignati- 
on againft  every  thing  that  tended  unto  the  leavening  or 
corrupting  of  the  fame.  What  if  the  toleration  that  is 
now  amongft  us,  had  been  but  moved  in  ScctLifid  fonie 
ten  years  ago  ?  Would  it  have  been  brooked  with  fania^ 
ny  clofe  mouths,  and  with  fo  many  dry  eyes  as  it  is  this 
day  ?  Secondlyy  There  was  in  our  love  a  wonderful  zeal 
for  the  privileges  of  the  church,  and  for  Chrift's  vifiblc 
kingdom  amongft  us,  that  thefe  might  not  be  encroached 
npon^nor  borne  down  by  the  powers  of  the  world  •  But 
now  we  can  hear  and  fee  fad  encroachments  made  upon 
thefe,  and  fay  little  or  nothing  againft  it,  either  before 
God  or  men  Thirdly^  There  was  in  our  love  a  great ' 
deal  of  zeal  againft  that  bitter  root  of  malignanc)'  ;  I 
mean,  that  which  is  fo  diametrically  oppoiite  to  godli* 
nefs,  and  to  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  but  now  it 
getteth  leave  to  grow  up  kindly  under  our  ihadow  ;  and 
many  are  fo  favourable  to  it  that  they  will  fcarcc  once 
name  it,  or  fuffcr  it  to  be  named.  Fourthly ^  There  was 
in  our  love  a  holy  feverity  in  the  exerciic  of  church-dif- 
cipline  for  pufging  of  the  houfe  of  God,  efpecially  2- 
gainft  corrupt  church-officers  ;  but  that  is  now  in  a  great 
mealure  flacked  and  gone.  Fifthly^  There  was  in  dor 
love  much  Chriftian  and  cordial  refpeft  one  to  another, 
which  brought  forth  fweet  union,  concord  and  harmony 
in  the  judicatories  of  the  kirk,  and  amongil  the  miiii- 
fters  of  the  houfe  of  God  :  but  now  we  bite  and  devour 
one  another.  I  might  alfo  name  the  abating  of  our  lo\e 
to  the  ordinances,  and  to  holy  duties,  and  to  Chriftian 
fcllowfhip  and  tcndernefs  of  converfation.. 

But  pafling  thefe,  I  come  to  the  other  ground  of 
fear,  and  that  is,  That  we  feem  to  he  much  more  fallen 
from  our  firft  love  at  this  day,  than  tlie  church  of  Ephe- 
fus  was  fallen  from  her's,  when  God  threatened  to  re- 
move her  candlellick.  Let  us  look  upon  the  text,  and 
fee  what  Eohefus  then  wns  ;  I  hiow  thy  worisy  a/id  thy 
lahoury  and  thy  patience  ^  faith  Jefns  Clirift  unto  her,  and 
honu  tkoii  canf-  n'>t  hear  them  which  are  evil^  and  thou  h(ift 
tried  them  nvhichfay  they  are  apojllet^  and  arc  not^  and  hqjl 
found  thim  liars  ;  and  hajl  bcrney  and  haji  patience^  and 
for  my  name's  fake  haft  laboured^  and  haft  not  fainted.  Do 
we  deferve  fo  great  a  teilimony.  as  this  ?  C>r  are  we  not 
fcir  flibrt  in  «L\\tVvefevV^\w^':i?  Where  are  our  works,  and 
where  is  oux  Ubovxt  '^\x'i  -^-^.v^t^t^^  •wA^\k^i^'>&  ^wt  zeal 


Dangers  that  threaten  keligio?!.         j-27 

againft  thcfc  that  arc  evil  ?  Are  we  not  a  barren  and  friiit- 
Icls  people  ?  Is  not  our  way  the  way  of  the  fluggard, 
and  full  of  murmuring  and  fretting  ?  Do  we  not  bear 
ivith  many  who  are  evil,  and  do  we  not  fuffei*  many  to 
to  go  without  trial,  who  fay  they  are  paftors,  and  are 
not  ?  Bo  we  not  decline  the  crofs  of  Jefus  Ghril^,  and 
refufe  to  bear  and  labour  for  his  name  ?  And  do  we  not 
either  faint  or  turn  aiideno  crooked  ways  ?  And  fhall 
.we  in  all  thefe  things  fall  to  far  fhort  of  Ephefus,  and  of 
her  carriage^  even  when  the.  removal  of  her  candleftick 
\vas  threatened,  and  yet  not  fear  the  removal  of  our  caur 
dlelHck  ?  If  we  deal  impartially  with  ourfelve^,  by  con- 
sidering all  tiiefe  Our  provocations  which  1  have  already 
:pamed,and  many  more  that  are  but  too  obvious  and  would  . 
be  tedious  to  infift  upon,  we  cannot  but  be  affrighted 
.that  the  Lord  fliall  depart  from  amohgft  us  ;  yea,  he 
.hath  in  no  fmall  meafure  departed  alreavly,  and  this  is. 
•iliat   to  which  I  iliall  fpeak  fomewhat  in  the  next  places 
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^hdt  the  Lord  iuh  is  our  lights  life  nmlfrengthy  is  ifi  r/» 
fmall  meafure  departed  from  us,  aud  halhfmUtcn  us  with 
many  plagues  of  heart  i 


_  in|^HE  prefence  and  appearances  of  God  jimongft  a 
^  J_  people,  are  either  iiich  as  do  concern  them  iin)- 
ply,  as  men  united  together  In  civil  fociety  under  civil 
government^  in  order  to  righteonfnefs  and  peace,  or 
fiich  as  concern  them  as  Chriftian  men  united  in  a  church 
flate,  under  ecelefiaftic  and  fpiritual  government,  in  or-** 
der  to  truth  and  holinefs.  Of  the  liril:  fojrt  are  thefvj 
livhich  are  manifefted  in  the  common  operations  and  ef- 
fects of  the  Spirit,  when  he  giveth  unto  them  the  gifts 
of  knowledge,  wifdom,  fortitude,  temperance,  juftice, 
courage  and  fuch  like,  in  reference  to  civil  adminiltrati- 
ons,  and  blefleth  and  profpereth  them  in  the  excrcife 
thereof  j  fo  the  Lord  was  with  Cyrus,  whofe  right  hai\d 
he  did  hold  to  fubdue  nations  before  him,  and  to  loop 
the  loins  of  kings,  and  to  open  befere  him  the  twb-Jcav- 
cd  gates,  isfc.  Ifa*  xlv.  i.  isfc.  Of  the  other  fort  are 
cither  thjefe  which  are  manifefted  in  the  more  peculiar  c- 
pcrations  and  effefts  of  his  Spirit,  (whieh  yet  are  but 
comrnen  in  oppofuion  to  faving  rrace)  when  he  glveUx 
U  u  u  ,"    *  mtnX^ 
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unto  his  people  the  gift  of  prophecy,  or  miniftry,  or 
teaching,  or  exhortation,  or  chiirchrndiQgf  and  conn- 
tenanceth  them  in  the  ci^crcife  thereof,  fcr  perfedUog 
of  the  faintSii  and  edifying  of -the  body  of  Chrift,  Rom. 
xn.t5,  7.  Eph.  iv,  8,  11,  12.  or  <^lfc  thefe  which  are 
inanife():ed  in  the  fpecial  operations  of  his  renewing  fpi^ 
rit,  when  he  giveth  fandlifying  and  faving  grace^  and  by 
his  continued  breathings  thereupon,  maketh  his  people 
to  be  more  and  more  ^-enewed  in  the  inward  man  day  by 
day ;  fo  he  was  with  his  fe:y^t  Paul  in  the  midfl  of  all 
his  tribulations  and  afflidlions,  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  and  accor- 
«imng  to  the  meafure  of  the  appearances  or  withdrawing^ 
of  God  in  thefe  things  ;  fo  dp  the  n^atters  of  his  peo- 
ple, whether  civil,  ecclellaftic  orfplritual,  profper order 
cay.  Now  in  reference  to  all  theft,  Qod  is  in  np  fmall 
meafure  departcc}  from  amongftr  us,'  and  hath  left  us  unr 
der  a  cloud  of  defertion,  and  fmitten  us  with  fundry 
plagues  of  heart,  ^  to  civil  adminiftratipnsji  wifdoni 
and  underftandlng  courage,  ftfengt|i  an4  fuccefs  were 
taken  from  us,  and  the  I^ord  did  fmi(^  us  with  blindnefs, 
confuiion  and  aftoaiihrnent,  an4  t>*^n^t>^i^g  pf  heart  \ 
wifdom  was  not  to  be  found  with  the  ancient,  npr  under- 
{landing  and  counfel  with  the  prudent,  Jie  niingled  a 
pcrverfe  (^irit  in  the  niidft  of  us,  that  caufed  us  to  err 
dn  every  work.  He  went  not  forth  with  our  armies,  and 
therefore  our  princes  bec^e  like  harts  that  find  no  paf- 
ture,  and  that  fly  before  the  purfuer  \  and  the  men  of 
might  did  not  find  their  hands,  but  became  like  untowor 
men  that  were  affrighted  and  did  fear,  becaufe  of  the 
ihaking  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  which,  he  fhook 
over  our  land.  He  made  all  pur  ilrongTholds  to  be  like 
fig-trees  with  the  firft  ripe  figs  which  fall  into  the  mouth 
pi  the  cater  when  they  are  fhaken,  and  the  ga^es  of  our 
land  to  be  fct  open  to  our  enemies  ;  and  his  hand  was  a-r 
gainft:  us.  until  he  had  taken  from  us  the  mighty  man  and 
the  man  of  war,  the  judge  and  the  pi-udent,  the  whole 
•  ftay  of  armies  andftaff  of  our  civil  government ;  neither 
is  his  wrath  in  thefe  things  turned  away,  but  his  hand  is 
ft  retched  out  ftill.  Our  npbjes  are  not  of  oqrfelves,  nor 
do  our  governours  proceed  ftom  the  midft  of  us,  but  ftran- 
gers  do  bear  rule  over  us,  and  the  home-born  fons  arc 
broken  as  the  breaking  of  a  potter's  vcffel  that  is  brokai 
tcT  pieces  5  h  that  there  is  not  found  in  the  burfting  of  it^a 
ihcard  to  uke  ivt^  feotcv  xVv^  Vv^Arth^  or  to  take  water  out 
of  the  pit.  "NciiYiet  vs  iVve  \a^\^s  ^^v^xx^^t^^'osaJ^Vsv  re- 
ference to  our  ciiXMtOcL  ^tA  Oavx\v;\\r^\\i\d\^x^^^     ^^ 
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forely  cracked  if  not  broken  to  pieces  both  the  ftavcs,  the 
ilaff  of  beauty  and  the  ftaff  of  bands,  the  unity  and  au- 
thority of  paftors  and  cbnrch-judicatories  j  he  hath  divid- 
ed us  in  his  anger,  and  poured  contempt  upon  us,  and 
tho' we  have  eflayed  to  heal  our  wound  and  recover  out 
ftrength,  yet  have  all  our  eflays  hitherto,  for  moft  part» 
been  fruftrated  of  the  Lord.    Do  we  not  come  together 
,  iiiany  times  for  the  worfe  and  not  for  the  better  ?  &  there 
not  bruiling  inflead  of  binding  qp,  and  much  bitter  coriit 
tciition  and  ilrifc  in  ijiany  of  our  meetings  ?  Inftead  of 
the  fwcct  fruits  of  an  edifying  union  and  peace,  whilft  we 
ihould  draw  with  one  ihoulder  in  the  work  of  the  LorcL 
do  not  fome  draw  one  way  and  others  another,  rendering 
our  endeavours  almoft  ufelefs  to  the  church,  comfortlcft 
to  ourfelves,  ancj defpicable  toothers  ?  Hath  not  Gpdih 
tis  holv  and  juft  indignation  mingled  fomewhat  of  a  per- 
verfe  fpirit  in  the  midftofus  ?  and  are  we  not  full  of  the 
fury  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  rebuke  of  our  God  ?  We 
wait  for  light,  but  behold  obfcurity,  for  brightnefs,  but 
we  walk  in  darkncfs  5  we  grope  for  the  ivall  like  the  Wind, 
'and  we  grope  as  if  we  had  no  eyes,  we  ftumble  at  noon- 
45iay  as  in  the  night,  we  are  in  defqUte  places  as  dead  men, 
Mt  look  for. judgment,  but  there  is  none,  for  falvation, 
but  it  is  fir  from  us»     And  is  not  ^he  Lord's  hand  alfo.iii- 
pon  his  ordinances,  to  reftrajn  and  withhold  the  blcfling; 
l^ereof  \  in  this  refpeft  much  is  fown  and  little  brought 
in.     The  word  of  falvation,  as  to  any  ftnfible  evidence 
thereof,  is  but  rarely  blefled  in  the  hand  of  the  minifters" 
unto  the  converting  of  fouls,  and  turning  men  from, darkr 
nefs  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God. 
It  is  the  complaint  of  faithful  minif^cr?  in  many  places  of 
the  land,  that  they  labour  in  vain  and  fpend  their  ftrength 
"for  nothing  5  yea,  how  doleful  and  dreadful  is  the  with-: 
ering  and  decay  that  is  upon  many  fouls  who  lay  claim  ta 
converlion  and  a  real  intereft  in  Jefus  Chrift  ?  The  gene-r 
ration  of  the  righteous  in  the  land  do  bemoan  this  thhig, 
ai\d  complain,  day  by  day,  that  light  is  darkned,  that  life 
is  withered,  that  ftrength  iq  abate4,  that  prefence  is  cvar 
niihed^j  that  tendernefs  is  gone,  that  influences  are  withr  . 
holden,  that  prayer  is  reftrained  and  (hut  out,  that  faith 
faileth,  that  love  is  grown  cold,  th^t  hearts  arc  hardened 
as  ftones,  that  there  is  little  or  no  delight  in  God  or  in 
his  word,  or  in  the  fellowship  of  his  peqple,  that  corrup- 
tions are  aloft ,  and  heart  plagues  do  abound,  that  God  hi- 
deth  his^ace  and  is  as  a  ftranger  unto  his  people,  ai-d  le^« 
.  %c\3x  them  tq  wreftle  :^lone  in  theirdutles^ad  v^\&:\\\>a&s  v 
'  U  u  u  z  Vo 


530     Confiderathns  on  the  Dangefs^  ocA 

fo  t];a:  to  deny  the  withdrawings  of  God  from  his  pcopl^ 
were  to  t'ciy  what  they  feel  written  upon  their  hearts^ 
and  upon  their  way  in  a  continued  tract  of  T^d  experien- 
ces now  fof  a  long  time.  And  yet  whilft  it  is  confelledly 
thus,  How  little  ado  is  there  {jt  his  departings,  even  a-« 
mong  thofe  who  are  convinced,  and  do  acknowledge  tlftt 
he  is  in  a  great  mtafare  gone  ?  Ibme  remembrance  there 
is  of  a  better  condition,  whilft  we  did  eriioy  his  fcllow- 
/liip,  and  his  countenance  did  fhine  upon  us,  and  fome 
light  to  difcover  our  lofs  and  the  evils  that  ilo  attend  it, 
which  bring  a  fort  of  defirc  to  recover  our  former  llate  j 
but  thefc  how  faint  and  fecklefs  are  they  ?  and  how  ma- 
f  y  of  us.  are  in  a  manner  content  to  live  without  God,  and 
to  fufFer  him  to  be  gone  without  taking  hold  on  the  ikirts 
of  his  garments  ?  It  may  juftly  be  laid,  that  ive  do  fade  as 
a  leaf f  and  that  cur  iniquities  like  the  iuit:d  do  tak:  us  a'wajf 
and  that  there  be  few  among  us  that  call  upon  his  name, 
or  ftir  up  themfelves  to  take  hold  on  him  ;  f6r  he  hath 
hid  his  face  from  us,  and  doth  confume  us  becaufe  of 
our  iniquities.     If  his  gracious  mfluences  wete  ftrongu- 

E3n  our  hearts,  we  would  not,  tve  could  not  eafily  brook 
is  departing,  nor  would*we,  or  could  we  be  fatisfied,  or 
hold  our  peace,  night  and  day,  until  he  did  return  and  re« 
vive  his  work,  and  renew  his  ftrength,  and  repair  the 
ruins  and  build  up  the  breaches  of  his  people  ^  and  our 
fitting  almofc  fatisfied  and  filcnt  under  his  withdrawings, 
doth  fay,  that  many  of  us,  tho'  we  have  a  name  that  ws 
arc  living,  yet  we  are  dead,  and  that  the  Ipiritual  life 
which  reriiains  in  others  is  ready  to  die  ;  which  things 
do  fay,  that  our  gourd  is  withering  at  the  root,  that  reli- 
gion is  wounded  at  the  heart,  and  fmitten  in  its  vitals,  in 
the  fpiritual  powers  of  the  foul  j  rJl  which,  if  the 
Lord  breathe  not  from  above,  by  pouring  out  Lis  ipirit 
from  on  high,  will  foon  make  any  fruit  or  leaves  of  pro- 
feffion  that  do  remain  without,  to  wltha*  and  decay,  and 
leave  us  like  Nebuchadnezzar,  his  tree,  which  by  the 
command  of  the  Watcher  and  holy  One  that  came  down 
from  heaven,  was  hewn  down,  and  had  it's  branches 
cut,  and  it's  leaves  fliaken,  and  it's  fruit  fcattered,  and 
the  beafts  driven  from  under  it,  and  the  fowls  from  its 
branches,  and  the  fiump  of  its  roots  only  left  iu  the 
earth,  bound  with  a  band  of  iron  and  of  brafs,  until  fc- 
ven  tiiRes  did  pafs  over  it. 

J    1   ::i5    1  ^. 
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V         ..V'        ■     TO    THE     \  ly 

READER. 

THERE  fecms  to  be  little  or  no  neceffity  for  trc;>t-» 
ing  here  of  the  the  Lives  and  Contendings  of  the 
Authors  of  the  following  Difcourfes,  thefe  being  all,  ex- 
cept two  *,  touched  at  in  the  Scots  Biography ^  a  fecond 
»  Edition  of*which  is  now  intended.— -Neither  can  it  be 
rationally  expefted,  that  I  flxould  now  infift  upon  \h^ 
lubjeft  matter,  fcope  or  deiign  of  thefe  difcourfes  ;  fcc«» 
ing  that  I  had  fo  lately  an  opportunity  for  that  purpofe 
in  a  Publication  of  this  kind,  which,  I  prefume,  is  in 
the  hands  of  not  a  few. — All,  therefore,  that  I  fhalf 
hint  of  this  nature  at  prefent,  is,  juft  to  obferve, 

i/.  That 

♦  FIZ.  McfTrs  Jo^»  Blackadder;  Gahriel  Semple^  oFwlioni 
take  the  following  hints.  Mr.  John  Blackadder  was  ordained 
m-mftcr  at  Traquair,  1653,  was  from  thence  eje<5tcd  after  the 
Heftoutioo,  pr(;ached  atterward  in  the  fields  under  many  hard« 
ftips,  was  declared  a  rebel  1670, — was  apprehended  after  many 
remarkable  efcapes,  and  brought  before  the  Council,  1687, 
«  where  he  boldly  avowed  his  preaching  in  the  fields  and  his  Maf*  . 
tcr'»  warrant  fo  to  do  ;  and  being  on  the  referve  as  to  ihc  Tor* 
ntM^d  Excoranomcation  he  was  by  them  fent  to  the  Baff^  vfbt^rt 
he  continued  prifoner  until  he  entered  into  his  Matter's  joys  a- 
boutthe  year  1686. 

Mr.  Gabriel Semple  w^«  foti  to  Sir  Bryce  Sgmpld  o^  Cathc^rU 
was  fettled  miniftcr  at  Kilpatrick  Durham  before  the  Reflora- 
tion  ;  but  wat  thruft  from  thence  by  the  Glajgono  A<5t,  166*  ; 
after  which  he  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  Cor/ack  v/hcr^  the  6elJ 
preachings  firfl began.  He  preached  to  the  horfemen  when  thty 
took*  the  Covenants  at  Lanerk  1666,  and  was  at  Pentland\^^ 
after  whicli  he  preached  in  th^  fields  for  fome  time-  At  Ufi  hfe 
was  apprehended  and  brought  before  the  CouncI :  he  was  tt»efi 
liberated  ;  b^t  \tv  ?l  k^  'wttV.^  Cv^m^aacd  to  appear  agiaio ;  bm 

when  he  was  ie\x\ed  vsv\Tv\«itT  ^\  l«dWs.Vv^>^^'^^  "^  ^»«.\isi»^^ 
.      fill  his  deaihj  Am^  il^^* 


7o  the  Header.  •      in 

njlf  That  as  to  the  fubjeiH:  matter  or  fcope  of  thefc 
Sermons,  they  are  found  and  folid,  fetting  forth  the 
ialvation  of  finners  to  be  folely  of  free  grace,  in  and  thro* 
the  Mediatory  ofHces  the*  doing  and  dying  of  the  God- 
Man  Jefus  Chrift  in  a  moft  lively  and  ftriking  nianner. — 
And  for  a  doftrinal  teftimony  none  can  be  more  explicit, 
than  fome  of  the  Authors  of  thefe  Semions  are  in  aflerting 
Chrift's  headfhip  over  the  churcli,  the  jfus  Divinum  of 
Prefbytery,  in  pppofition  to  Popery,  Prelacy,  Se6larian- 
ifm,  and  every  error  and  herefy  whatfoei^cr,  with  the 
duty  of  both  private  and  public  Covenanting,  and  the 
binding  obligation  of  thefe  National  Vows  that  our  fore- 
fathers came  under  in  thefe  lands  unto  the  Moft  High. — 
And  for  pradicai  religion,  and  clofing  with  Chrift  in 
the  gofpel  offer,  it  is  in  thefe  difcourfes  preffed  and  re- 
commended in  the  warmeft  manner^     And  how  necef- 
fary  and  requifite  are  fuch  do(3:rines  as  thefe,    in  this 
I"  iiifidious  and  lukewarm  generation  ?  Wherein  there  are 
'.  not  only  fuch  fwapms  of  Arminian  £aterpiUars,  Soci- 
iiian  vipers,    and  Deiftlcnl  locufts  ascending  out  of  tkr 
hottomlefs p'lt^  who  daily  live  by  corroding  and  gnawing 
-^    at  the  vitals  of  religion,  and  whofe  conftant  employment 
;*   c.onfifts  in  undermining  and  fapping  the  foundation"  of 
r-    man's  falvation  ;  the  produftions  of  whom  are  conftnrif- 
3*^ly  teeming  from  both  Prefs  and  Pulpit, — ivhofe  nvords^ 
""  V<5  eat  as  doth  a  ra?fker,r — Bringing  h:  da'sfuhible  her.efyy  ■  e- 
:_"    ven  denyuig  the  Lord  that  bought  tl^rtu     But  cv-eii  fome" 
of  thefe  bcnrlng  the  Prcfoytcrinn  name,  nud  who  would 
have  themfelves  called  orthodox  teachers  are  now  plan- 
ing out  to  thcmfelves  a  fcheme  of  fentiments,  which, '  if 
•profecuted  in  a  c-o^fiftency  with  thcmfelves,  would  not 
«nly  enervate  the  finewg,  and  unhinge  the  whole  fyfterfi 
•     pr  frame  of  Prcftwterian  principles  anent  church-go* 
"vemmeat,  but  even,  if  poflible,    relieve  their  implicit 
followers  (who  imbibe  theie  pernicious  notions)  from  e* 
rery  facred  tye,  bond  or  obligation  :  Nay,  b?ar  with  mc! 
if  I  fhould  fays  the  fcal,  of  the  covenant  not  excepted  f : 

which 

\  Perhaps  fonip  may  th^nk,  t!iat  f  am  here  Tore  lib  r<il  i.i 
charging  than  proving.  Hot  for  Church-ronmuinKin  and  publjc 
<-ovt naming  lee  their  own  writirps  lately  puhl  fli<:ci  Tot!»ewo»IJ 
on  Oiat  head.  And  for  perfonal  (Covenanting,  it  is^lfo  by  i^Zttt 
dcnud  ;  nay  tbni  there  is  any  thing  of  ih-*  naiurv-  of  anb.rr.^ay^e 
ment  in  Communicating- wet k,  or  in  requiring  t»ie  S->c.;amer.t  of 
th«  Slipper.  There  renr>ains  thf  refnrc  only  ihe  otler  leal  of  tho 
Cofcpaot,  Bapiil'm,  and  that  muil  ilfo  fiill  cf  cGuffe  m\\\  ilic  o- 
xhcr.    for 


iv  To  the  Reader. 

which,  in  effeft,  fays  (whatever  flaming  pretences  to  p-' 
ety  and  religion  they  may  make)  Ut  us  break  their  bands 
a/under^  and  caji  their  cords  from  us. — And  for  true  prac^ 
tical  religion,  akhoiigh  wc  may  fay  that  we  feem  to  be 
the  generation  on  whom  that  part  of  the  ancient  pro-^ 
phccy  is  fuhiUed  ; — manyjball  run  t(y  andfroy  and  inow-^ 
ledge Jha/l  be  increafed ;  yet  at  the  fame  tirne^  many  are 
loft  tor  want  of  wholefome  dodrine  and  inAm^ou  :-^ 
wf  people  perijh  for  leuh  of  knowledge.    This  at  iirft  view 
may  appear  to  be  a  paradox  ;  aikl  yet  alas  \   it  wiH  be 
found  an  awfal^  and  a  certain  truth,  that  there  are  ma- 
ny fitting  daily  under  the  ch-op  of  a  ftanding  jniniftry^ 
that  arc  ignorant  of  the  very  firft  principles  of  Chrifti- 
anity.     And  how  many  more  are  utterly  ftrangcrs  to  the 
power  and  efficacious  working  of  the  holy  Spirit,   to 
convincing,  converting  and  regenerating  grace,  which 
terminate  in  a  gofiy  forrow  for  fin,  hatred  of  it^  turn- 
ing from  it  mito  Chrift,   refting  and  relying  on  the 
promifes,  unifying  the  foul  unta  him  for  ^notification  and 
holincfs  ,.  the  happy  refult  of  that  experimental  know- 
ledge or  inward,  and  fpiritual  feeling  of  what  we  hear, 
and  believe  coneeming  him,  being  inverted  by  tli€  Spi- 
rit of  the  living  God,    putting  on  the  new    man, — • 
luhich  is  renenjued  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  thot 
ereated  him. 

idly^  As  to  the  charafter  and  principles  of  fome  of 
the  Authors  ©f  the  followicg  Sermons,.  I  know  it  is  ob- 

jefted^ 

1.  In  Baplifn*  we  afc  engaged  (at  lead  nur  parentt  for  us)  to 
venource  the  deTil,  the  worlds  and  the  flt,fh ;  which  three  in 
fubftance  comprehend  the  whole  duty  we  owe  to  God  and  one 
another  :  and  what  is  pfpfoiwl  or  puKltc  Covenamioj? either,,  toe 
a  more  explicit  engagement  uoto  theft ;  aod  dery  this,  deny  the 
ether  alio.     Ard 

».  They  obje^J,  it  was  our  forefathert  only  t^at  took  \\t% 
Covenants,  and  what  hafe  we  to  lo  with  them*,  or  uh:\t  rigni 
had  they  lo  engage  for  u?  ?  But  the  fiimc  hoW%  good  hcrq  in 
Saptifm :  It  is  our  parents  that  engage  for  ui;  and  Wtiat  ri^hc 
have  they  in  the  one  more  than  in  the  oih^r,  when  both  are 
commanded  duties  ?  Deny  the  binding  obHgatit»  of  the*  cms. 
lheo,ther  rauft  9f  neceiTiTy  fali'tothcgfocud  alto.  - 

Lttjlly,  It  mult  be  eouaUy  abford  to  lay » i^^  ^^^  Cevt«Nintf 
car  not  be  of  a  moral  nature,  or  morally  bindin(^  beeaufe 
tRcrt  are  political  claufea  in  them  :  for  can  it  ^dented,  that 
/he  fupportiog,  uphbKirng,  a/Edinf^  aod  deferfding" of  the  lawful 
n  ag^ftraie  vn  vVvt  t:Rtdlt,%  f!)ll\i\\  ^^<:^v^v^£Qln^]1u»d|B4  (^9d|(^'{ 
fcffipiutc  ;  ati4  ^U  i^t%^yVi^>«  UEC^>M>^^^^^^^^^Vi^\%R 
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'  jfc^ied,  that  they  were  not  fo  ftaunch  in  point  of  judg* 
menty  as  the  more  faithful  party  were  :  as  to  this  it  muft 
be  granted,  tliat  fome  of  thefe  men,  particularly,  Mr. 
Welch ^  did  not  aft  fuch  an  honeft  part,  efpecially  in  the 
affair  of  Bothwel,  as  could  have  been  Wiflicd  or  expeft- 
cd :  But  this  feems  to  proceed  from  his  want  of  clear- 
nefs  to  caft  off  the  king  s  (I  may  fay  the  tyrant's)  autho- 
rity in  things  civil,  or  rather  his  not  knowing  when  to 
.  put  the  period  betwixt  a  king  and  a  tyrant,  he  having 
been  once  a  lawful  Covenanted  King,     -.^d  yet  1  muft 
fay  in  his  behalf,  that  none  of  thfefe  men  whofe  Sermons 
Are  here  given  to  the  Public,  were  ever  indulged  or  yet 
approved  of  the  indulgence,  (if  I  miftake  not).     And 
notwithftanding  their  want  of  clearnefs  in  this  point  ; 
-yet  they  were  witnefles,   and  fuffered  liiuch  for  the 
■  fcaufe  of  Chrift. — And  likewife  thefc  Sermons  were  de- 
hlivered  before  any  compliance  they  can  be  charged  with 
r  exifted :    and  were  it  here  expedient,  I  could  product 
5:a  number  of  inftances,  fhewihg  that  great  and  good  men 
Sill  the  church  have  thro*  an  erring  judgment  have  been 
-.left  to  make  foul  flips  of  compliance. — And  further,  it  is 
wen  known  that  not  long  before  this,  Mrl  Cargil  preach- 
ed along  with  Mr.  John  Blackadder^i  and  it  is  account- 
ed a  gem  in  Mr.  Cargil's  character,  the  teflimony  that 
•  Mr.  Blackadder  that  day  gave  of  him.     And 

Lajily^  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  on  account  the  i?^- 
^ifter  fwelled^in  the  Prefs,  above  what  was  expected, 
there  are  none  of  the  Le£lures,  and  but  a  few  of  the 
Sermons  got  here  printed  that  were  propofed,  or  intended 
^t  leafl,  to  have  been  Publifhed,  could  the  Volume  hate 
ndmitted  of  it. 

And  as  I  formerly  noticed,  as  thefe  difcourfjbs  were 
fonly  taken  down  in  fhort-hand  from  the  mouths  of  the 
\Aiithors,  (and  moflly  bv  unlearned  men)  when  deliver- 
ed, they  muft  be  far  interior  to  what  they  would  have 
.l^een,  had  they  been  written  and  corrected  by  the  Authors 
thcmfelves,  or  even  now  by  fome  more  able  hands. — 
But  in  this  it  is  hoped  that  the  intelligent,  and  more  in- 
dulgent Reader  will  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over 

A  any 

X  The  Rearff  r  is  dcflred  to  obrerve,  it  wa«  Mr.  William  Black- 
mader  who  made  the  comptiance  in  the  aflTair  of  Bothnml^  and 
r^pot  Mk*  John  BlacMdcr  whofe  Sermons  are  now  pubhfhcd. 
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^ny  failing  or  imperfe£lion  heihall  here  meet  isritlr, 
'cither  as  to  matter  or  order  of  method ;— and  for  typo* 
-graphical  miftakes,  neither  the  Authors  nor  Tranfcriber 
•can  ctherwife  be  anfwerable  or  accountable. — But  not  to 
iniiifl:  or  detain  the '  Reader' any  longer,  may  he — 'who 
'h'athchofen  thefoolljh  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the 
'nvife^-^and  chofen  the  weak  thitigs  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  things  that  are  mighty.  The  Goi?  that  appeared  to 
'Jacob  at  Luz  in  the  land  of  Canaan,,  the  Angel  of  the 
Covenant^  that  bleflcd  him  at  Peniel  and  Mahanaim, 
blcfs  thefe  Difcourfes,  and  thofe  formerly  publiflied, 
SritTi  every  other  mean  of  inflruftion,  for  his  own  glo- 
ty,  the  advancement  of  the  Mediator's  kingdom^  *nd 
the  edification  and  confolation  of  his  own  people,  that 
they  may  increafe  and  perfevere  in  truth  and  true  hob- 
xiefs,  until  they  are  waited  over  the  brinks  of  Jordan 
Uttto  the  flowery  banks  of  £m  anuel'^s  land  in  light  and 
jfelory: — for  if  I  could  perform  any  part  of  acceptable 
Jcrvice  before  God,  with  the  apoftle,  My  earneji  defrt 
and  prayer  is,  (at  -Icaft  would  be)  that  Ifvael  may  ks 
favtd. 


LOCHCOIN^  July  2Btky  1780, 


A    C  O  L. 


COLLECTION  of  SERMONS,  ^c. 


Two  SERMONS  Preached  by  Mji.  John  Kid,  ' 
July—,  i6yS. 

Galatiansv    !• 
St^nd  fajtf  therefore^  in  the  liberty  wheremth  Chrijl  haih 
made  you  free. 

f  Forenoon's  Sermon.] 

SOME  of  you  may  perhaps  remember  tvhat  progrefs 
we  have  already  made  upon  thefe  words.  We  told 
you,  that  the  apoftle  had  here  to  do  with  a  number  of 
people,  evisn  a  company  of  unfixed  and  unftable  fouls 
_  and  fleeting  profeflbrs^  they  were  like  children  tolled 
too  and  fro,  going  hither  and  thither.  Such  a  pra^icc 
was  unbecoming  the  gofpel  and  Chriftian  liberty,  Where- 
by they  were  admitted  unto  and  privileged  with  the  New 
Tedamcnt  difpenfation.  And  thofe  who  lived  in  igno- 
rance in  thefe  times  God  winked  at ;  but  now  he  calls 
all  men  to  repent  and  pray,  {5*r.  But  it  may  be,  fomc 
of  you  neither  pray  in  private,  nor  in  public,  nor  in  fa- 
milies :  and  O  bat  it  is  ^  Ihameful  thing  (not  to  fpeak 
of  the  (in)  to  fee  a  man  or  woman  living  in  Scotland, 
and  not  to  pray  \  and  yet  I  believe  there  are  thoufands 
in  Scotland  that  pray  none  at  all. 

Now,  do  you  know  how  foon  you  will  have  to  appear 
before  God  ?  and  what  will  ye  anfwer  when  he  fliall  a(k, 
where  did  yc  live  when  npon  earth?    ^  Lot^\X\N^'^:Ns\., 
Hjiotlniid /  11}  Scotland,  that  was  a  prAv\i\o,\?:rA.  *  ^"^Vafcs 
A  ;;^  ;  xvcas; 
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time  lived  ye  there  ?   <  I  lived  there  betwixt  1638  and 

J  649.'    Indeed  that  was  a  praying  tine,  when  the  gof- 

pel  was  both  powerful  and  purely  preached :   and  lived 

ye  all  that  time  in  the  land  without  being  a  praying  man 

or  woman  ?  Remember,  Sirs,  that  I  tell  you,  that  thefe 

days  are  coming  upon  you,  when  fuch  an  accompt  will 

be  fought  for  at  you  hand,  when  the  Lord  will  fay  unto 

you,  *  how  durft  ye  live  without  God,  and  without  Chrifl 

in  the  luorld  P\ — Man  or  woman,  did  ye  not  read  the  Bi« 

h\i  ?   Perhaps  fome  may  fay,  I  cannot  read  it :  but  that 

is  no  excufe  5    ye  might  have  heard  it  read  by  others. 

But  rU  tell  you,    that,  by  the  bye,   there   are  fome 

that  cannot  read  the  Bible  that  will  pray  more  fpiritual- 

ly  and  to  better  purpofe  than  many  that  can  read  it ;  yea, 

better  than  many  of  the  greateft  dodtors  and  clergy  men 

'  amongft  usf .     Then  fays  the  Lord,  <  how  comes  it  that 

ye  did  not  pray  ?  in  what  cafe  came  ye  before  my  bar?* 

what  will  your  anfwer  be  ?    Ye  will  then  be  fpeeclUefsj    I 

lor  then  ye  will  appear  without  the  wedding  garment ;  ^j 

and  yet  will  fay,  Lordy  open  unto  us :  But  he  will  anfwtr    j 

and  fay,  how  came  ye  hither  ?  Ye  are  not  praying  men 

and  women  :   depart  from  me ;  for  I  know  you  not  :  taie 

and  bind  them  hand  and  foo^f  and  ca^  them  into  utter  dark* 

ftefsy  where  there  Jhall  be  weeping  and  gna/bing  of  teeth. 

But  it  may  be,  ye  believe  not  the^  things  ;  but  whe- 
ther ye  believe  them  or  not,  all  that  ever  received  breath 
in  ,Adam,  fhallftand  before  the  judgment-feat,  and  there 
muft  give  an  account.  It  will  be  a  ftrange  company : 
The  Lord  will  fay  in  that  day  to  believers,  where  came 
ye  from  ?  Lord,  I  came  from  fuch  and  fuch  a  place  in 
the  world  5  and  while  I  was  in  it,  thou  madeft  me  a 
praying  man,  or  a  praying  woman,  lad  or  lafs,  through 
thy  grace  ?  Then  he  will  fay,  poor  things,  come  in :  yc 
are  of  them  that  have  come  out  of  many  tribulations^  &c. 
Ye  are  welcome :  Come  and  take  your  reft ;  for  you  arc 
mine.  O  Sirs,  if  ye  knew  how  acceptable  fuch  are  un- 
to 

t  Here  I  might  ohfenre,  that  through  the  paacity  of  teadhen 
the  diftanee  from  Seminaries  of  learning,  the  negligence  pf  pa* 
rents,  or  their  ftraitning  circum (lances  ;  numbers  erf  the  ipferiv 
rank  in  thefe  times  were  not  (as  we  call  it)  book-iearned  ;  and 
^et  fome  of  thefe'h'ad  more  real  religton  by  heart,  \^mn  maoy 
of  Che  learned  Rabbles  of  this  day  have  by  rote.  Bm  «•  the 
wantof  ibUMfjLsmuitT  oC^r^uef  iitito  th^.n,  let  noiie..bec|icoa- 
ragcd  thereby  to  a  Tvt^t^  ^^  ^mOcw  \  '^iNNwi^^  Vvi[\U%c«  ,whca 
they  can  have  \t  ^0*1  «vvVi  ^^^\  ^^^^<».VV^Ss;i31  ^jSwuift. 
lc4inlt»ft^aQd  mx]h  ti^  ^<^\qSv^x3Xvi« 
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'  to 'the  Lord 5  yer  would  all  become  prstying  folk,. if  yc 
knew  the  worth  that  is  in  this  word.  Saviour.  .Tke 
Holy  Ghoft  has  chofen  that  word  of  purpofe  that  his 
people  might  lay  hold  upon  it  ;  that  is,  confolation  ; 
and  to  let  you  fee  what  room  ye  have  in  God's  heart,  (fo 
to  fpeak)  that  he  might  quadrate  to  our  neceffity  and 
up-taking  : — If  he  had  expreft  and  fet  forth  himfetf  un- 
<ler  feme  great  name  fuitable  unto  himfelf,  ye  could  not 
have  taken  it  up  :  but  he  revealed  the  name  fuitable  unto 
the  office  a  Saviour,  and  we  know  and  can  take  up 
that :  For  to  them  that  are  guilty  fmners,  there  is  a 
kindly  fympathy  betwixt  finners  (penitent  iinners)  and 
a  faviour. 

Here  the  apoftle  draws  a  conclufion  of  the  former  pre- 
. ''  mife  ;  and  buckle  as  yc  will,  ye  ftand  in  need  of  an  ad- 
monition 5  Stand faft  in  the  liberty^  &c.     And  there  are 
*    none  but  what  (land  in  need  of  this  admonition.  Stand 
^.  fajl.     Honeft  people,  he  puts  them  all  in  one  catalogue  : 
■     there  is  none  but  they  ftand  in  need  of  this  admonition ; 
■^  nay,  we  muft  admoaifli  ourfelves.     Will  ye  ftand  ? — 
Stand  faft..    That  imports  fixednefs,  and  not  ftaggcring  : 
it  is  a  noble  thing,  Chriftians,  to  be  iixed  ;  and  when  ye 
have  doile  all,  to  ftand.  Stand fajl^  fays  the  apoftle,  and 
quit  yourf elves  like  men.     Know  ye  what  profeflion  ye  are 
of  ?  Are  ye  under  the  king's  colours  ?  And  have  ye  the 
'     king's  badge  ?  Then  ye  are  under  an  honourable  Ma.^er 
and  profeffion. 

.  If  ye  will  ftand,  quit  y  ourfelves  like  men  ;  ^nd  let  the 
temptation  know  that  ye  are  not  like  children  tofle  J  to 
and  fro  ;  but  that  ye   are  men  of  great  minds  to  ftand  ^ 
and  be  fixed  :  and  though  there  were  no  more  to  encou- 
rage you,  this  commendation  of  fteJfaftnefs  might  en- 
courage you. — If  there   be  any  thinking  folk  amo.igft 
you,  it  is  tliofe  who  ftand  and  are  ftedfaft  •,  and  what  is 
the  reafon,  that  one  will  thrive  as  much  in  one  year, 
as  another  will  do  in  twenty  years  ?  The  reafon  is,  the 
one  is  fixed,  *  and  the  other  is  unftable  5  the  one  is  fted- 
faft and  ftri^,  and  the  other  is   lax  and  not  ftraight  in 
Jiis  converfation. — So  that  if  ye  would  be  ripe  (or  ready) 
for  any  good  turn,  then  b^  ftedfaft,  and  ftand  faft,  and 
pray  that  ye  may  \i^  fanBified^  and  made  meetfcr  the  in/je-- 
.  .    rltance  of  the  faints  in  light  and  glory.     Seek  to  fee  your 
•    evils  ;  and  you  may  fee*  as  much  now  as  you  may.  ever 
*;  fee  again.     And  as  you  fee  yourfelves  enemies  to  God 
*'^T>y,ivfts  and  corruption,  ftrive  to  h:iye  them  mjrtifi.5»l. 
'         '         '    .  ".       '"   X^ 
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Yc  think  it  a  hard  taft:  to  mortify  thefc  lufts  and  Idols 
-  that  are  as  dear  unto  yoy  as  your  right-hand  and  right- 
cje  ;  but  you  muft  quit  them,  although  they  fhould 
ieem  a  thouiand  times  more  fo.  I  confefs  mortification 
is  a  hard  tafk ;  that  is,  to  go  from  Jlrengih  tojirengthy  un^ 
til  every  one  of  them  appear  in  Zion  before  God. 

But  coniider  the  idols  that  continue  latent  in  your 
bclbm  ;  Hndwheri  you  have  found  them  out,  make  ule  of 
the  facrificing  knife  to  kill  and  crucify  them  :  It  is  one  of 
the  ple^s  the  Lord  has  with  Scotland,  their  not  morti- 
fying of  Im  ;  there  is  not  that  mortifying  of  fin  that 
ihould  be  among  us :  and  the  reafon  is,  we  are  at  a  fland  ; 
but  we  fhould  go  forward,  forward,  and  ftill  forward  : 
We  fliould  go  up  and  down  in  his  name  ;  and  on  in 
Jirength  ,of  God  the  Lord. 

Now,  that  which  we  laft  obferved  from  thefe  words, 
(you  may  remember)  was.  That  the  Chriftian  is  the  on- 
ly-privileged man  and  woman  in  the  world.  What 
fer\'es  all  other  things  without  this  ?  If  they  had  moun- 
tains of  gold  and  filver,  O  Chriftians,  ye  have  more 
than  them  all,  iiuce  yer  can  claim  that  inheritance.  O 
but  ye  will  be  a  joyful  fight  unto  him,  and  a  J03rful  fight 
to  yourfelves,  when  ye  can  claim  a  right  unto  all  the 
privileges  of  true  Clirillians'  Ye  are  privileged  men  in- 
deed ;  for  ye  fliall  be  admitted  toy**^  him  as  he  is,  and  to 
lee  Abraham,  liaac  and  Jacob  :  Thefe  will  be  your  com-  >, 
pany  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  It  is  true,  it  is  not  fo  ea- 
jy  to  be  a  Chriftian,  as  fome  may  fiippofe  it  to  be  :  But^ 
iiich  as  are  made  to  fland  in  this  liberty  wherein  ChriJP' 
hath  made  them  free,  when  they  fee  it,  they  will  be  made 
\o  think  it  was  nothing  in  them  that  mac^  them  fo  ;  buir 
will  fay,  it  was  God  that  came  into  my  heart,  and  wrought 
there,  and  determined  my  heart  to  love  and  follow  him, 
though  I  before  followed  the  devil  a  foot. — But  v.  hrift 
paffed  by,  and  faid,  Sirs,  follow  him  no  more,  but  come 
and  follow  tfie.  That  was  a  brave  word,  that  he  fpake 
to  Peter  and  John  ;  he  faid  nothing  more  unto  them  at 
lirft  but  Fullonu  me  ,  and  they  did  fo.  It  is  always  good 
wlicn  folic  make  no  hclitation  when  he  calls  them  to  fol- 
low hiui. 

Then,  Sirs,  remember  thr*t  the  Chr!f^ian  man  is  a  pri-  . 
vihgcd  mm  i  he  is  fo  here,  and  {hall  be  fo  through  all 
^cn'nity  :  and  though  he  be  laid  in  the  grave,  he  fhall 
not  fo  rot  as  to  be  ^T\tv\\v\\^te^  \  V^  ^-^VV^vfe  and  live  ii- 
gain.     Ye  mav,  vfVA^\x€.v^>  \i^\\^.X\wi^:^<.^.^\^•i^Tv^7c^^ 
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have  brought  forth  nothing  bui*wlnd  ;  bat  henr  what  he 
fays,  Thy  dead  wenjhall  live^   together  with  my  dead  body 

Jhall  they  arife  :  Awake  andfmgy  ye  that  dwell  in  thcduft^ 
.    &c.  Ifa.  xxvi.  19.     Ye  fhall  rife  that  clay,  and  be  maJe 
.   capable  to  converfeand  dwell  together  throughout  alle- 
ternity. 

And  here  we  fhall  fpeak  unto  a  few  things  wherein 
the  Chriftian  is  privileged  beyond  what  we  have  formerly 

^  fpoken  ;  but  perhaps  we  may  not  get  through  thcfe 
privileges  at  prefent. — And  it  is  even  to  you  that  we 
fpeak,  O  Chriftians,  tliat  ye  may  ftill  review  your  pri-  • 

vileges. Abraliam  commanded  his  fcrvant  Kleazar  to 

go  to  the  land  of  his  kindred-  for  a  wife  to  his  (bn  Ifaac  ; 
which  he  did :  And  when  he  came  to  that  good  woman 
Rebecca,,  he  faid,  Wilt  thou  go  to  my  Mafter  ?    He  is 

,  his  Father^s  only  fon>  and  he  is  a  good  man,  and  in  co- 
venant with  God  :  Wilt  th6u  go  with  me  unto  a  far  coun« 
try  ?  What  anfwer  ihall  I  take  back  ?  What  fay  you  I 
Wilt  thou  go  with  this  man  ?  Andjhe  faidy  I  will  go* 
Tiie  very  report  of  an  Ifaac  engs^ed  her  heart  to  confent 
to  ^o^ — But>  Sir3,  here  is  a  greater  Ifaac  offered  unto 
you  this  day  :  Will  ye  go  unta  ottr  Lord  Jefu3  Chrift  I 

.  This  day  we  arc  fent  as  Eleazar  to  tell  you.  That  he  is , 
his  Father^s  only  fon  ;  be  is  rich  ^  and  he  wants  for  no- 

.,  thing  :  and  he  is  in  covenant  with  you.  What  fhall  wc 
anfwer  his  Father  this  day  concerning  your  confent  ? 
Will  ye  go  and  take  him  to  be  your  Lord  and  Hufband  ? 

.  «>r  will  ye  go  without  him  ?  He  is  hlejfedy  andjhall  he  blej^ 
fedy  and  they  are  a  happy  and  blefTed  people  who.  accept 

.  of  him  :  Yoa  may  all  cafi  down  your  caps  before  this^ 
niatchlcfis  one, — who  has  all  the  bleflings  of  the  cove- 

.  nant  to  beOow  upon  you  I — Then  come  and  take  hin^ 
with  all  hisblef^ngs,  for  all  grace  is  in  hira,  for  verily 
in  him  is  all  grace  and  glory.  Come  away^  then,  unto 
this  precious  and  glorious  Ifaac  :.  young  men  and-  young 
women,  will  ye  fall  in  love  with  him?  Ye  will  never 
fuflain  any  lofs  by  him.  It  were  a  thoufand  pities  to  let 
him  go,  and  not  accept  of  him  :  Come  then  and  el poufe 
him.  Will  none  of  you  come  ?  Will  not  fomc  one  or  o- 
thcr  of  you  come  and  marry  this  Ifaac  ?  Come  and  go 
with  him,  when  your  hearts  are  black  and  decayed  r. 
'i'hen  take  a  view  of  your  privileges  :  Look  nnto  all  the 
four  uirths  of  heaven,  and  ye  fhall  not  findfuch  a  lovely 
wneto  match  with  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil.  He  is  a 
bkfl'ed  man  that  can  review  all  his  privileges :    Tell  you 

arvt 
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and  tell  you  over  agam, .  when  we  have. done  what  %t 
can,  we  will  not  get  to  the  far  end  of  them « 

I  left  off  laft  at  fome  diredUons  for  improving  of  your 
privileges  or  liberty  ;  and  ye  that  have  ftrength  to  im- 
prove them,,  improve  them  \  for  God  has  given  yon  a 
ftock.  Exercife  your  faith,  and  exercife  your  hope  s 
It  is  not  for  yourfelf  only  you  have  got  it  :  It  is 
given  you  to  benefit  others  ;  make  the  country-fide 
the  better  for  it*  O  trade  with  it.  Sirs,  and  improve  it. 
We  fpoke  to  feven  or  eight  graces  that  many  folk  are 
faulty  or  deficient  in  .  We  (hall  now  fp^ak  a  word  unto 
thefe  nine  or  ten  more.     And 

1.  Hajl  thou  faith  ?  have  it  for  thxfelf  We  will  not 
fay,  that  a  parent  can  fave  his  child  ;  but  we  fay,  a  faith-* 
ful  praying  parent,  by  prayer  and  fer\'ent  fupplication  to 
God,  may  do  a  child  good.  It  is  true,  a  godly  father 
may  have  an  ungodly  child,  (we  have  feen  it  fo)  and 
an  ungodly  father  may  have  a  godly  child  j  but  that 
which  is  your  duty  at  prefent,  is,  to  make  your  calling 
and  election  fure :  Pray  and  pray  in  faith,  and  yet  know 
that  prayer  will  not  fa\ae  you  :  Many  good  words  will  not 
fave  you,  nor  do  your  turn.     But 

2.  You  fhould  improve  the  grace  of  hope*  When  B- 
rael  had  travelled  a  few  days  in  the  wildemefs,  after  they 
had  fo  lately  feen  the  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord, 
then  they  had  hope  enough  :  But  when  they  got  not 
their  beatlly  appetites  fatisfied,  then  they  murmured  and 
reflected  upon  the  Lord,  and  upon  his  fervant  Mofes. 
They  faid,  we  had  better  have  died  in  Egypt,  when  we 
did  eat  the  onions  and  the  garlick,  and  were  fatisfied  with 
the  flefh  pots,  fa'r.  Therefore  it  was  fo  with  the  Lord*9 
people,  when  he  began  to  deal  with  them  :  and  he  deals 
with  their  hearts  to  love  him  as  here,  when  there  was 
nothing  but  communion  and  fcUowfhip  wkh  God  :  he 
delights  in  them  and  they  in  him  :  But  when  a  ftorm  a- 
rifes  and  flies  in  their  faces,  their  hope  and  confidences 
cvanifh.  The  Lord  faid,  he  would  give  them  the  land 
as  he  promifed  to  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob  5  yet  they 
cried  more  after  their  lufts,  than  after  the  promifed  land. 
It  Avas  better,-fay they,  with  us  when  in  Egypt,  than  it 
i$  likely  to  be  with  us  now  :  when  we  did  eat  the  onions 
m<\  garlick,  then  we  had  hope. — Sirs,  it  was  fo  with 
us  in  Scothnd,  when  the  work  of  reformation  began  ; 
then  we  had  armies  in  the  field  for  the  Lord,  his  work 
and  covenanti^  •,  bwX.  ^^  fooiv  -^sx^xr^^  ^«^  ^o\ve  away^ 
then  wc  left  iU\vo^^  \  'ivAxiQN^  ^^  ^;:i\>k5\>x\^^>^»x^va. 
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ibft  and  gone.  The  Lord  faid,  I  will  have  Abraham 
better  tried  ;  I  will  fee  what  hope  he  hath  in  me  :  Go, 
Abraham,  ^nd  offer  up.  your  only  begotten  fon  Ifaac  : 
•and  it  is  faid  of  him,  JR.om.  iv.  i8. — nuho  againjihppe  be^ 
Jteved  in  hope,  that  he  might  become  the  father  of  many  na^ 
iions  :  he  believed  in  hope.  And  I  will  not  fay,  that  this 
generation  will  live  to  fee  the  decayed  and  ruined  work 
of  reformation  revived  and  raifed  up,  and  reftored  u^ito 

its  former  purity  and  integrity But  this  I  believe, 

and  ye  ought  to  believe  it,  that  Scotland  is  a  covenanted 

land.     Our  land  is  promifed  unto  Chrift,  Pfal.  ii.  8.  / 

^uill  give  the  ntmoji  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pojfeffion. -^-^It 

is  a  land  married  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  therefore  he  will 

not  forfake  it  utterly.     Blefs  God  ;  but  for  what  ?  Blc6 

.him  daily  for  what  he  has  done  for  us,  and  for  what  be 

;     has  done  for  poor  Scotland.     Let  your  hope  be  improv- 

\'   ed,  and  pray  more  and  more,  fo  as-your  hope  be  not  mar- 

\    red.     ClirilUans  not  improving  their  hope  hinders  them 

f '  from  feeing  their  privileges.     Many  care  not  whether 

,•     Chrift  ftay  with,  or  go  from  Scotland  :  they  are  not 

troubled  about  it.     But  hope  i«  much  decayed :  There 

are  ftrong  giant-corruptions  to  hinder  you  in  the  war. — 

God  took  Scotland  by  the  hand,  when  it  was  low,  and 

none  cared  for  us.     Do  not  bring  up  an  evil  report  o£ 

the  good  land.     I  hope  that  God  will  yet  put  a  new  fong 

in  our  mouths,  for  all  that  is  come  and  gone  with  us. 

3.  Tliere  \t  the  grace  of  heavenly  minjiednefs  :  that 
is  now  decayed  amongft  us.  There  is  no  more  religioii 
feen,  at  leaft  amongft  the  moft  part,  either  upon  the 
Lord's  day  or  on  a  week-day,  than  amongft  thofe  that 
live  in  the  wilds  of  America.  It  was  not  wont  to  be  fo  : 
•when  God  began  with  you,  ye  carried  fo,  that  the  tears: 
•would  have  been  feen  to  trickle  down  your  cheeks;  In 
the  day  of  your  efpoufals,  reading,  preaching,  heai-ing, 
•  and  converling,  learned  from  heaven,  might  have  been 
then  read  in  your  converfation :  when  any  went  by  the 
way,  it  was  rcfrefhing  to  hear  that  method. — There  Vaar 
nothing  heard  but  what  was  for  edification.  Then  were 
opportunities  taken  for  prayer,  and  what  was  fpoken 
-was  for  God*  But  now  this  is  in  a  great  meafure  laid  bye. 
We  fpeak  now  of  our  own  worldly  thiugs  :  we  think 
our  own  thoughts ;  and  fince  it  is  fo,  what  wonder  is  it, 
that  the  Lord  repent  and  difclaim  us  i  We  walk  not  with 
God,  nor  arc  right  in  heart  with  hhft  :— our  carnal  hn-- 
guage  fays,  that  the  Lord  is  not  in  all  our  thowghis. — Arc 

B  '  wc 
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we  then  a  thriving  land  or  people  ?  Alas,  may  it  not  be 
fccn  that  our  practices  differ  little  from  the  praftices  of 
profane  wicked  men  on  his  holy  day  ? — His  day  is  not 
improved  ;  and  no  wonder  ye,  fee  not  your  privileges. —  " 
Arc  ye  looking  within  the  fubiirbs  of  heaven  ?  Are  ye 
reading  and  praying,  and  your  hearts  therein  ?  O  what 
"  a  deliraWe  thing  is  it  to  have  your  hearts  in  heaven,  to 
be  heavenly  as  God  is  fo,  to  fee  him  face  to  face  •,  and 
toye'^  him  as  ke  is.  Remember  chat  a  holy  God  is  taking 
notice  of  you  >  and  therefore  fpeak  fo,  arid  bear  fo,  and 
refolve  to  walk  more  holy,  arid  fay,  lliis  ihall  be  my 
work  in  time  to  come. — Up-4itten  Chriftians,  are  ye  not 
^fhamed  that  a  poor  lafs  or  lad  (as  we  commonly  call 
them)  have  made  more  progrcfs,  and  proiited  more  in 
Chriflianity  in  one  year,  than  yc  have  done  in  twenty, 
nay,  than  Ibme  of  yon  in  thirty  years  ?  Oh,  oh,  that 
it  fhould  be  fo,  and  not  laid  to  heart  by  you.     And 

4.  There   is  the  grace  of  humility,  that  is  not  made 
progrcfs  in  by  us.     We  all  mind  our  own  things,  Baruch- 
like  :  he  was  a  man   affliAed  for  lus  own  things  ;  and 
Jeremiah  reproves  him  for  it. — Bfekejl  thou  great  things 
fir  tbjfilf?  jeek  them  nvt*     It  was  not  a  fit  time  to  fcdc 
after  thefe  things. — Nay,  it  is  a  more  fit  time  to  endea- 
vour after  abafement  and  humility  ;  for  it  will  fult  and 
become  the  time  much  better.    The  man  that  i»  humble 
and  abafeth  himfelf  unto  the  duft,  15  the  man  that  the 
Lord  delights  to  dwell  with  :   he   it///  dwelt  -n-vith  the 
bumble  and  contrite  in  heart  i    the  rmn  that  is  taken  up 
witli  God  and  heaven.     God's  caufc  and  workup  when 
encroached  upon,  go  nenrcft  his  heart  5  for  ifc  is  fiutable    1 
that  the  people  of  God  lie  low,  when  the  houfe  of  God 
and  the  city  of  our  father's  fepulchres  lies  wafte.    If  the 
defolate  wafte  thereof  were  lying  near  our  hearts,  as  it 
ought,  it  would  fwcep   away  all  our  own  things,  that 
they  would  not  come  lb  much  to  our  remembrance  ;  and 
then  we  would  be  crying  unto  the  Lordy  when  we  fee 
breach  upon  breach.     If  Scotland  were  rightly  improvinij^ 
the  difpenfation  that  it  is  under  at  this  day,,  we  would 
be  praying  more  and  crying  more  that  the  Lord  would 
root  up  and  cart  out  every  plant  that  his  own  right-hand 
has  not  planted, — We  are  in  a  iad  cafe,  and  you  may  iay 
how  can  we  be  b<]t  grieved  when  our  brethren  and  ac- 
quaintances are   led  into   captivity  before  the  enemy  ? 
We  do  not  \mT^To\e  the  matters  of  God  as  we  ought : 
for  if  we.  did  io,  \x.  ^o\£^^  ^^\i^\.\«x'w\i>DkW»  ^s<«roL  ^as^- 
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ters,  even  the  matters  betwixt  God  and  us  :  Tea  the 
conlideration  of  this,  rightly  Jaid  to  heart,  would  make 
us  all  weep  and  humble  ourfclves,  that  the  glory  of  God 
in  Scotland  is  like  to  be  mined,  burnt  up  and  fold  unto 
captivity,  as  it  is  at  this  day. — Do  thefe  things  lie  near 
your  heart  ?  When  did  you  mind  the  violence  done  un- 
to her,  viz.  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Scotland,  as  you 
x>ught  ?  If  you  were  right  in  heart,  thefe  things  would 
other  wife  afFc(!:l:  you,  and  lie  more  near  your  hearts  than 
oftimes  they  do.     But 

5.  There  is  (incerity  :  and  we  are  guilty  and  faulty  if 
we  do  not  improve  this  our  fincerity.  Shall  we  fay,  that 
many  of  you  have  been  but  h}*pocrites  ?  Indeed  we  fear 
many  of  you  have  been  fo  :  but  we  exhort  y«u  to  be  iin- 
£ere.  The  apoille  Paul  unto  the  Philippians  does  fo  : — 
Thatyf  fnay  hejincere  and  nviihout  offence^  till  the  day  of 
ChriJ}^  Phil.i.  ic.  A  great  man  in  our  land,  (he  was  a 
man  amongft  a  thouland)  faid,  he  had  been  ftudying 
fincerity  for  many  years,  and  yet  he  acknowledged  he 
■  knew  not  what  it  was  J.  He  muft  be  a  iincere  man  that 
is  rightly  improving  his  privileges  ;  but  if  we  were  fenfi- 
ble  of  our  not  improving  them,  it  were  fo  far  good  :  but 
f^hat  can  we  expe<St  from  God,  while  wc  improve  them 
fiot  ^  Try  an  J  fearch  your  own  felvcs,  an^^be  not  re- 
probate. But  Chriftian  fincerity  lies  here,  to  improve 
your  privileges.  Ye  fljould,  in  order  to  tliis,  be  ac- 
quainted with  God  and  lie  more  near  him,  and  be  more 
knowing  in  his  matters,  and  every  moment  be  ready  ro 
«ippear  in  (jod's  matters  ;  and  he  will  be  found  a  diflen':-' 
hler  that  does  not  fo  :  That  foul  that  afcides  near  God, 
will  ever  be  judging  itfelf  5  it  will  ever  be  laying  hold 
upon  God  by  faitli.  God  will  lie  near  vnto  him  :  he 
will  hi'  lying  all  flight  hcUvccn  his  hreajls  ;  Each  moment 
lie  will  admit  of  no  beloved  but  Jefus  Chrift:  wife,  chil- 
dred,  land,  rents,  {5V.  will  be  nothing  in  com  pari  Ton 
of  him  :  All  theib  will  not  fatisfy,  if  I  want  him,  (fays 
the  fppufc)  Saw  ye  him  ivhom  my  foul  lovrth  ? — He  is 
fiiiney  atid  lam  his  :  hefeedeth  amongji  the  Itlllis. — O  iSirs, 
Jic  near  him,  that  the  power  of  his  dfeath  and  virtue  of 
Jiis  refurreftion  may  come,  and  enable  you  to  improve 
your   privileges.     Let  lin,  every   luft  and  abomination 

X  Accordinp;  to  the  maRufcripr,  this  war  rn- o'"  t1^c  Me/lVs. 
Cu  hrie'i :  probaby,  it  was  Mr.  Willi  m  Gu  hile  lonictirae 
•  n*i&iiler  ^t  FiQ.v:ck.. 
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that  *makcs  you  unlike  him  be  mortified  and  killed : 
Seek  to  get  them  all  thruft  to  the  door,  and  to  have  fin 
flain,  that  ye  may  live,  die,  and  rife  again,  as  he  did.  A 
foul  that  is  fo,  nothing  will  fatisfy,  but  more  of  God's 
ordinances ;  prayer  and  preaching  virill  be  empty,  if  Chrift 
be  not  there,  and  it  fee  his  outgoings  as  the  morning.  Ye 
Should  cry  out,  Oh  to  be  like  him.  It  is  thefe  that 
arc  in  neareft  fellowihip  with  him,  that  enjoy  their  pri-^ 
vileges,  and  have  ordinances  green  and  favoury  :  There 
is  nothing  that  will  pleafe  fuch  a  foul  but  that. 
But 

6.  There  is  ftability  :  people  are  not  improving  ftabi* 
lity.  Now,  Sirs,  what  are  ye  to  ftand  for  ?  and  what  is 
become  of  us  all  in  this  refpecl  ?  where  is  that  going  on 
in  thejlrength  of  Go4  the  Lord  ?  Folk  are  now  given  to 
flinch  in  many  things.  The  ftedfaft  man  that  ftands  or 
keeps  his  ground,  the  more  trials  and  difficulties  he 
meets  with,  he  grows  the  more  2  they  put  him  not  one 
ftep  back  ;  but  over  them  he  prevails ;  and  fo  hQ.  im- 
proves his  ftedfaftnefs.-r-Therefore  ftand  faft;  mark  your 
ground  before,  or  elfe  a  trial  or  temptation  will  foon  caft 
you  upon  your  backs :  it  did  fo  with  David,  and  Peter, 
Then  improve  your  ftedfaftnefs ;  and  the  more,  becaufe 
many  are  going  off  both  into  right  and  left-hand  ex- 
tremes.    O  therefore  improve  ftability,    that  ye  turn 

,  not  from  the  right  way  of  the  \,ord.     But 

7.  There  is  fingularity  5  and  we  do  not  improve  that, 
We  ought  to  be  very  Angular,  if  we  would  walk  as  true 
praAical  Cliriftians.  If  we  would  be  juftified  and  fanc^ 
tified,  we  muft  be  Angular  5  not  men  felf-conceited  of 
Tain  glory ;  we  muft  be  men  improving  our  mercies ; 
we  muft  be  men  of  Angular  refolution  like  David  or  Jo- 
ihua,  who  faid,  Jofii.  xxiv.  1 3.  As  for  me  and  tny  houje^ 
nue  willferve  the  Lord. — Although  the  reft  ihould  go  on 
in  an  evil  and  bad  courfe,  ferving  their  own  lufts  and 
the  world  5  yet  (fays  he)  I  and  my  family  have  refolved 
to  ferve  the  Lord.  One  poor  man  or  woman  will  prove 
fiable  m  their  refolutions,  when  another  turns  alide: 
many  in  Jofhua's  days  went  wrong,  when  he  kept  the 
right  way.  Then  ftudy  more  fingularity  in  this  j  for 
the  times  -  call  for  it,  even  thefe  times  wherein  our  lot 
is  fallen.  Noah  walked  with  God,  and  it  is  faid.  That 
ke  was  aperfeH  man  in  his  generation^  i.  c.  l^e  walked  ac- 
f  ordittg  to  tkc  Tuk  \  ijwl  h^  wa§  a  preacher  of  righteaaf- 
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nefs ;  he  exhorted  them  all  tq  repentance :  but  did  they 
do  it  ?  no,  they  did  not. — Enoch  walked  with  God : 
and  it  is  faid,  He  was  noty  becanfe  God  took  him, — There 
are  thoufands  in  Scotland  this  day,  that  walk  not  with 
God  5  and  yet  there  is  a  great  reward  provided  for  them 
that  walk  with  him,  go  where  they  will. — So  he  will 
be  a  lingular  man,  and  a  praying  man,  and  has  a  happy 
iflue  ;  and  this  I  declare  unto  you.    - 

8.  The  grace  of  felf-examination  is  not  in  exercife  in 
this  our  day.  Then  try  yourfelves  :  we  have  taken  an 
cafy  way  now  :  we  are  not  found  in  the  exercifes  of  this 
iduty  :  men  and  women  have  Teft  that ;  and  it  is  now 
many  years  iince  it  was  rightly  praftifed  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
that  we  were  going  out  from  ]Egypt ;  but  alas  !  we  arc 
returning  back  unto  it  again,  So  you  muft  examine 
your  ilate  j  am!  fee,  >vh^ther  ye  are  in  the  faith  or  not  ? 
whether  ve  be  following  hard  after  God  or  not  ?  he  is, 
as  it  were  hovering  over  you  i  therefore  ftudy  to  be  pray- 
ing folk  c  try  whether  ye  be  in  a  thriving  condition,  foU 
lowing  the  Lord,  and  advancing  in  Chriftianity.  See  if 
■ye  be  mortifying  fin  and  corruption.  Lay  yourfelves  ia 
God's  balance.  Deal  impartially  as  before  God.  In- 
deed the  grace  of  felf-examination  is  become  very  rare 
in  thefe  days  :  but  O  Sirs,  believe  in  Chrift,  and  weigh 
yourfelves,  and  fee  what  weight  of  mettle  ye  have,  and 
what  ye  are  of:  fee  whether  ye  be  qf  good  or  bad  met- 
•  tie.  We  ei^hort  you  to  weigh  yourfelves  before  God. — 
Many  amongll  you  have  complied  with  thefe  that  hate 
God  ;  yea,  they  hate  God  and  Chrift  both  :  and  even 
when  his  back  is  at  the  wall,  (fo  to  fpeak).  Therefore 
examine  into  that,  and  fee  your  fin  in  fo  doing,  and  be 
humbled  for  it  5  for  the  llrefs  of  your  bulincfs  lies  in  a- 
vowing  of  God.  We  are  concerned  to  own  him,  and 
to  own  the  government  of  his  hou  le,  and  to  own  his  co- 
venants that  ye  and  die  land  did  fwear. — Examine  your 
pwn  particular  engagements,  that  ye  have  come  under  at 
communion-days,  or  faft-days.  Weigh  thefe  things,  I 
iay,  and  fee  how  anfwerably  ye  have  walked  unto  then^ ; 
or  elfe  the  Lord  will  weigh  them  and  you  both-,  or 
rather  you  for  the  abuling  of  them. — There  are  many 
may  have  the  root  of  the  matter  in  them,  and  yet  things 
not  be  right  between  God  and  them  i  but  the  exercife  of 
grace  will  keep  things  right;  but  the  habit  of  grace 
K^ill  not  keep  you  right,  if  ye  be  not  affiifted  by  the  ex- 
erciies  thereof.     But 
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9»  There  is  another  thing  that  wc  fliall  name,  and 
that  is,  felf-denial :  it  is  alfo  in  decay  amongft  us ;  and 
vre  cannot  well  tell  what  fay  to  that.  But  it  was  a  leiTon 
taught  by  Jefus  Chrift  himfelfy  Mark  viii.  34.  Whofoever 
*mlU  come  after  me^  let  htm  deny  himfelfj  and  take  up  his 
crgfry  md  follow  nie^  In  what  do  ye  deny  yoiirfelves  I 
AVhat  are  ye  doing  in  Scotland?  Do  we  avow  Chrift  f 
nay,  the  rulers  in  Scotland  deny  Clirift  in  this  :  it  is  a 
rcquilite  duty  for  Chriftians  to  avow  Chrift  at  all  times, 
3nd  efpecially  at  this  time.  You  muft  refolve  to  fiand 
and  fall  with  his  intereft.  Study  to  be  loofed  from  all 
things  tbat  ye  are  fo  knit  to  in  this  world-  Whatever 
ye  are  gropping  after,  keep  a  loofe  grip  of  it :  Me  that 
will  not  deny  himfelf  for  Chrift,  cannot  be  his  difcjple. 
Ye  muft  bear  with  the  lofs  of  all.  What  if  God  call  for 
ateftimony  from  you,  if  it  be  to  fuffer  tlie  lofs  of  goods, 
gear,  imprifonmcnt,  baniftiment  unto  a  firange  land ; 
yea,  if  it  be  to  death  itfelf  on  a  fcalFold§,  refolve  in  his 
ftrength  to  give  obedience,  and  fay,  What  have  I  here  ? 
there  is  nothing  but  toil,  trouble  and  travel :  fay,  my 
hope  is  in  heaven.  Have  ye  your  hope  there  ?  improve 
this  grace,  and  fee  if  ye  have  a  heart  to  fell  all  things, 
and  to  buy  this  pearl  of  great  price  :  It  is  a  moft  rational 
jrefolution :  if  you  would  be  wife  merchants,  buy  that  \ 
lell  all,  and  buy  it :  The  want  of  refolution  to  buy  thii 
pearl  of  great  price,  makes  you  undetermined  in  your 
duty.  Ye  are  under  engagements ;  ftudy  to  acquit 
yourfeWes  :  forego  and  quit  all;  and  keep  your  engage* 
ments  :  refign  all  away  but  Chrift,  and  keep  a  ftrong 
gfipe  of  him  ;  and  keep  a  loofe  gripe  of  all  other  enjoy- 
ments, whether  it  be  land,  rents,  wife  or  cliildren ; 
keep  a  loofe  gripe  of  them. — We  exhort  you  not  tOiailnJ 
thefe  tilings  too  much  \ — for  if  we  were  Chriftians  in* 
deed,  we  would  be  living  in  heaven,  while  here  uiwn 
earth, — Now,  Sirs,  then  let  felf-denial  be  made  confci- 
cncc  of :  Let  it  be  in  a  dependency  on  God  •,  which  ia 
the  . 

10.  And  laft  grace  (we  fhall  mention)^ that  we  come 
ij^ort  of,  viz.  dependeqce  on  God,     l»et  your  fouls  de^ 

pend 

§  Here  obferv?;  thfK  the  Lord  did  enable  tb's  hii  witncfi, 
noc  only  to  pra^flife  and  perform  v/hat  he  himfelf  heretaai^h  , 
but  hICo  10  fcAl  ihc  fame  with  his  blood  ;  which  hje  did  up3n  \\t 
I4:h  of  Au^vi^n^yx  '^tvit  %xx\\^  ctx^^^  o^  ^.diabur^h  defbre  ma- 
ny witf^tffi^;  But  then  that  JIcq^  Vn'^^Jixw  ^^^WXC^it  Wi^ 
wi}ith  hiffh 
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[>end  9ti  God.  "Where  is  the  foul  that  is  trufHng  and  de- 
pending on  him  ?  The  Spirit  of  God  fays,  Though  th^ 
mount a'ms  nuere  retnovedy  and  cafl  into  the  midjl  ^fthepa^ 
&c.  And  though  the  fig-tree  jlyould  not  hlojjom^'  {-x^X^olc. 
church,  yt  truly  lue  wi//  trufi  In  the  Lord^  and  joy  in  the 
God  of  our  falvationy — who  rules  in  Jaccb  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Knom  ye  that  all  our  rulers  are  fet  againflr  God  the 
I^ord  r  Yet  rejoice,  becaufe  God  reigns  :  let  your  fouls 
have  dependence  on  him.  Of  all  the  reafons  why  the 
Chriftians  in  Scotland  are  fo  far  from  God,  this  is  one 
of  tliis  chief:  they  have  no  truft  in  or  dependence  on  him. 
Who  umongft  us  has  any  truft  in  or  dependence  on  him 
as  we  ought  to  have  ? 

Now  (for  a  conclufion)  what  fay  ye  to  this  ?  Will  ye 
wait,  and  wait  on  ?  Do  ye  believe,  that  God  has  power, 
and  that  the  Gcd  of  Jacob  ivill  be  your  refuge  P  Are  ye  at 
that  with  David,  Pf:U.  iv.  8.  /  nuill  both  lay  7ne  down  and 
fleep  i  for  thottj  Lordy  only  makejt  me  to  dwell  in  fafeiy  ? 
Arid  that  ye  will  not  care  what  man  can  do  unto  you  •-, 
why  ?  Becaufe  ye  have  dependence  on  him  :  This  is 
that  which  makes  Chriftians  rejoice,  although  they 
fhould  be  difperfed  through  many  nations,  that  he  has 
promifed  to  be  a  little  fandiuary  unto  them.— Say,  that 
God  and  you  fliall  never  part  :  and  be  where  you  will, 
he  ihall  be  your  fandhiary  that  will  abide  wind  and  wea- 
ther,— Dependence  on  God  will  make  the  Chriftran  fuf- 
fer  the  lofs  of  all  things.  O  fay,  The  Lord  is  on  my  fide, 
J  jhtxll  not  be  moved, — He  is  my  Jtrength  and  myfaving 
healthy — my  rock  andjlrong  tower ;  and  I  t/uft  in  him,  and 
therefore  I  ftiall  ftand  faft,  and  not  fall. 

Now  lie  that  can  f  rulv  fay  tliis,  is  a  biefled  an^  a  hap- 
py man  :  dt;})endence  on  God  will  make  folk  takeyjj- 
fully  the  fpoiling  of  ihair  goods  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe 
that  man  has  his  trealure  and  privileges  in  heaven  : — ^hc 
has  the  Bible  here,  wherein  is  contained  that  covenant 
€\iirtt  grnce  ;  and  on  that  he  depeftdo.  So  de^nd  oa 
God,  that  he  may  clear  up  your  iky  a  little  :  dejWJnd  on 
Cod  "xvith  your  louls,  and  that  will  make  you  improve 
difpenfitions  :  fix  on  God  :  take  him  as  he  has  offered 
himfeif  in  the  pruinifes  of  thegcfi)cL — Arid  to  hiia  bt 
the  praife.     Amen, 
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Stand  faji  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chriji  hath  made  us.  free. — 

[The  fecond  Sermon  on  this  Text.  ^ 

I  WAS  telling  you  that  Ghriftians  were  a  privileged 
people,  beyond  any  other  in  the  world.  If  ye  be 
true  Chriftians,  ye  may  look  up  and  down  through  your 
privileges,  as  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  icriptures  :  I 
fay,  ye  may  turn  over  the  whole  Bible,  and  yet  not  come 
to  take  up  all  your  privileges  :  and  well  may  ye  enjoy 
your  privileges,  and  much  joy  may  ye  have  in  them  :— 
.  for  none  will  take  them  from  you.  Therefore  think 
much  good  of  them,  and  of  him  who  gave  you  them,*- 
It  was  neither  father  nor  mother  that  gaye  them  unto 
you  :  it  was  Chrift  that  made  you  free  ;  and  that  is  the 
perfon,  I  hope,  that  ye  will  think  much  good  of, — and 
ye  have  good  reafon  for  it,  and  Ihope  ye  will  have  much 
honefty  (or  credit)  of  it,  and  much  good  of  him,  when 
all  the  reft  of  the  world  will  be  made  to  ftand  at  his  left- 
hand  trembling.  We  bid  you  neither  fay,  fpeak  nor 
think  againft  them  ;  beware  of  that. 

Chrift  your  portion  is  up  yonder  ;  look  up  to  him, 
while  fojourning  here.  When  trials  come  upon  you, 
then  look  up  unto  him. — Yea,  I  aflure  you,  man  cannot 
tell  you  what  he  is  :  Chriftians  cannot  tell  you  )  nay, 
'^11  the  world  cannot  tell  you  rightly  what  he  is  :  heaven 
and  earth  cannot  tell  you  what  he  is  ;  and  you  may  teft 
them,  I  cannot  tell  them  : — for  I  cannot  tell  where  a 
ChnRnn's  YTWiLt%<fc\\e.^  \^CVvT\^be  out  of  it  5  what  worth 
->  is  in  it  \ — Al'asi  \  \i  '^^Vtvrn?  xX'^nX^j  nnVax  \.^vv^\5,.'««crc. 
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nnd  if  ye  \^ere  more  in  it !  O  mind,  mind  this,  Sirs  } 
.  and  look  over  yonder  tribulations  :  what  is  the  matter,  if 
ye  become  his  ?  and  what  is  th»^  matter  what  ye  be,  if 
heaven  become  yours  ?  All  your  iollcs  iliall  be  then  made 
Up  unto  you.  O  Chriftians,  ye  that  have  grace  ilng 
prail'c  : — lie  hath  made  you  a  privileged  people.  Exalt 
hi.n,  and  be  afhanied,  if  ye  will  not  do  it.— Are  ye  afham- 
ed  of  him  ?  Then  go  your  way,  ye  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him  here.  The  day  is  coming,  bleflcd  be  God, 
that  ye  fliall  not  be  afliamed  for  hisiake.  The  day  is 
coining,  that  ye  may  ih  ',  I  fhall  count  to  a  thoufand  de- 
grees of  kindred,  for  I  Ihall  be  a  near  kinfman  to  him. 
1)  ihfn  lay  claim  to  him  :  I  exhort  you  in  tlie  fight  cf 
God,  (and  all  that  is  looking  through  thefe  elements) 
that  ye  nrate  ufc  of  Chrift  and  this  falvation.  What 
.  iay  ye  to  this  ?  Are  ye  facing,  wells  us,  that  ever  we 
liiid  thetotFcr  of  this  lalvation  ;  that  ever  princely  Jefiis 
came  in  your  way>  and  that  the  day  may  be  haftencd, 
wiien  he  and  you  ihall  finally  meet  together. 

Now,  foon  may  he  come,  and  well  may  he  come :  fay, 
■  Comfy  Lord  JefuSj  to  thy  houfe  again  in  Scotland  :  Pray, 
pray  that  Chrift  may  come  again  to  the  palaces  in.  Scot- 
land. It  is  a  wonder  to  me,  that  fome  are  in  their  right- 
minds,  ^nd  not  breaking  their  very  h^rts  for  his  return. 
What  do  ye  fay  ?  Tell  him  from  me,  my  heart  is  with 
him.  My  foal  is  ^'ith  him  :  mj^  heart  goes  out  after 
him ;  and  I  am  lick  of  love. — Be  afliamcd,  all  ye  pro* 
fefl'ojs  in  Scotland  5  we  are  all  afFronted  for  evermore. 
O  Sirs,  we  have  finned  away  Chrift  from  araongft  us  in 
all  the  parishes  round  about.  And  how  many  broken 
Jicarls  lire  there  amongft  us  all  for  him  ?  And  wherefore 

*  ferves  preaching  or  ordinances,  if  Chrift  be  not  in  them  ? 

•  Preaching  is  not  w(9rth  the  wagg  of  one's  finger,  if  he 
be  not  there  : — Now,  what  think  ye  of  him?  I  doubt 
not  but  believers  will  think  much  good  of  him :  all 
the  world  cannot  exprcfs  the  thoughts  that  they  have  of 
•him.  O  \{  we  fuw  but  one  blink  of  his  face,  we  wotild 
be  made  to  wonder  at  him.  But  I  fear  we  lofe  him  while 
aniontjft  ourhand->  :  we  do  not  hold  or  gripe  to  him  ; 
nay  there  arc  many  i»f  you  that  care  not  for  him  in  recei- 
ving of  him  :  ye  walk  only  by  rule  of  thumb,  (as  we  iile 
tc  lay)  :  if  ye  get  him,  ye  will  take  him  •,  and  if  ye  get 
hipi  not,  ye  can  derrneiutfly  want  him. 

Bur  prize  him,  ye  that  are   priviljged  Chriftians.     If 

ye  do  not,  tome  not  aj-ain  here  the  next  day.     And  tho' 

:    .  C  ^  ulL 
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aU  fhould  lie  bye,  fee  that  ye  who  are  privileged  people, 
lie  not  bye.  He  ihall  have  a  generation  yet  in  Scotland 
that  fhaU  praife  him  -,  when  he  returns  back,  hands, 
heart,  and  feet  and  all  fhall  fet  forth  his  praife.  Now 
for  the  time,  where  are  your  hearts  ?  are  they  going  out 
after  him  ?  what  think  ye  qf  him  ?  I  cannot  tell  you  ; 
hvLt  if  ye  ferve  and  exalt  him,  it  ihall  not  be  for  nou^  : 
fo  ftudy  to  be  in  him.  And  ye  that  are  privileged  folk, 
blefs  him  every  day  ;  and  ye  are  faulty,  if  ye  do  it  not : 
what  ye  have  here  b  but  the  eamcft  of  what  ye  are  to  re- 
ceive hereafter  :  your  great  thi/as  are  referved  to  be  gj- 
ven  you  at  the  great  day.  If  ye  knew  it,  ye  would  long 
after  him. 

Many  a  brave  day  are  ye  to  have  there.  There  will 
be  no  preaching  in  heaven,  no  ordinances  there  :  Chnft 
Jcfus  is  the  light  there  unto  all  that  fair  company  and 
houihold.  Will  it  not  be  a  fair  family,  when  all  the 
genital  ajjemblj  of  the  firji  horn  fhall  be  conveened  and 
met  yonder  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  ^r  ? 
There  fhall  not  be  one  a-wanting  ;  but  there  fhall  be  a 
perfe£l  number  in  that  day  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
when  they  fhall  all  meet  up  in  the  higker  houfe  with  A- 
braham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob.  Ye  are  great  folk  ;  ye  are 
Chriflians  ;  but  many  fhall  fall  away  betwixt  this  and 
that  day*  Therefore  guard  well,  whilft  you  are  here ; 
and  God  will  help  you  to  it. — If  we  had  our  falvation  a- 
guiding,  but  God  be  thanked,  it  is  in  a  furor  hand  than 
ours  :  our  help  b  laid  upon  one  who  is  mighty,  and  can 
guide  well,  /.  e.  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  Chril):,  who  is  the 
captain  of  our  falvation.  There  is  many  a  poor  man  and 
woman  up  yonder,  that  he  hath  guided  thither.  There- 
fore, we  exhort  you  and  prefs  you,  in  this  king's  name, 
to  begin  now  and  blefs  him  in  the  midft  of  all  your  trou- 
bles. Blefs,  blefs  him  that  ever  the  captain  of  our  fal- 
vation nuas  made  perfeB  through  fuffering. 

Now,  there  will  be  a  fair  company  of  you  there,  that 
neither  gout,  gravel,  nor  any  other  difeafe  will  feize  u- 
pon  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity.  Ah  !  ah  !  think 
on  your  privileges  \  and  much  good  may  ye  have  of 
them  :  but  if  ye  flight  your  mercy  now,  it  is  a  hundred 
to  one,  if  ever  ye  repent,  and  if  ever  ye  fhall  have  thefc 
offers  again,  if  ye  flight  them  now.— I  tell  you  that  an- 
gels are  now  taking  notice  what  entertainment  ye  are  giv- 
ing him  •,    mew  ^iwi  viot!cv^w^  lads  and  lafTes,  are  yc  re- 
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to  be  forgotten  ? — Now,  men  and  women,  what  fay  ye 
to  the  offer  ?  Say  ye,  we  will  not  accept  of  hun  ?  then 
I  am  afraid,  that  it  be  faid  by  him,  ye  fliall  have  no 
more  of  it  from  me.  But  if  ye  will  accept  of  him,  then 
come  and  delay  npt.-^  There  have  been  much  of  this 
language  in  Scotland  :  he  had  ftaid  long  from  it,  if  he 
kad  not  loved  it  better  than  ever  we  have  loved  him. 
While  he  hath  refpe£t  to  us,  improve  it :  and  O  improve 
it  now  ;  and  when  ye  find  him,  part  not  with  him  again  ; 
but  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  goeth  :  Follow  him  in 
lall  terms  and  upon  all  hazards  :  and  do  not  quit  him  or 
turn  your  backs  upon  him.  Stand faji  in  the  libertv  nuhere^ 
' .  nuith  Chr'ijl  hath  made  you  free. 

Now  at  this  time,  we  ihall  only  fpeak  a  few  things  by 

■\  way  of  direction  unto  thofe  who  never  knew  Chrift.— 

f  And,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  charge  and  coAimand 

|.  ^11  to  embrace  him, — And  there  are  thefe  five  things  to 

{:  prove,  how  much  he  is  in  earneft  with  you  in  this  mat-? 

•  t€r  :  and  our  defire  is,  that  you  and  he  may  now  meet 

flind  go  home  together  \  and  if  ye  get  a  meeting  with  him, ' 

you  may  go  home  joyfully,  and  fing  praife  unto  him  in 

your  fmoking  cottages, 

Now  we  fay  unto  you,  both  you  that  know  Kim,  and 
you  that  know  him  not  \  We  befeech  and  obteft  you  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  ye  ri^ew  and  make  a  furc 
bargain  with  him  \  for  he  will  givt  you  good  entertain- 
ment this  afternoon,  and  it  is  hard  to  fay,  if  ever  ye  find 
him  upon  fuch  terms  again.     And 

ly?,  The  ground  that  he  gives  you  to  receive  and  ac- 
cept of  him,  is  this  :  He  is  come  to  bewail  aiid  lament 
over  you.  If  fcripture  had  not  expreft  this,  we  durft 
riot  have  faid  it.  He  is  wailing. over  us,  having  gather- 
ed us  afar  off  and  near  har  i. — How  eft  en  *would  I  ha^ot  ga^ 
tiered  thy  children  together ^  &c.  So  affure  yourfelves,  if 
ye  flight  him  now,  it  will  be  dear-bought  unto  you  :  if 
ye  flight  him,  he  will  complain  of  you  as  he  juftly  did, 
Ifa.  V.  14.  What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard, 
than  f  have  done  in  it^  &c.  And  I  tell  you  he  hath  given 
you  the  great  things  of  his  law  :  he  hath  had  his  delight 
with  you  in  Chrift  before  the  mountains  were  laid. — 
What  could  Chrift  have  done  more  amongft  you  and  for 
you,  that  he  hath  not  done  ?  He  hath  been  in  earnefl:- 
with  you,  and  wailing  over  you. — Sirs,  he  hath  giver\ 
you  preaching  in  abundance,  communion-days,  faft-days, 
^nd  thankfgiving  davs  : — He  hath  been  faying   to-day^ 
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What  could  I  have  done  more  to  the  inhabitants  of  Clydf'' 
fdale,  and  of  Oyde-fidef,  and  the  inhabitants  of  GJaf'- 
gow  ?  I  have  been  looking  for  grapes,  but  ye  have  brought 
forth  wild  grapes :  When  I  looked  fw  a  praying  peoplf  f 
I  have  not  got  it.  We  command  you  to  take  thii 
charge,  in  the  name  of  the  Ix)rd,  that  when  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl  is  weeping  over  us,  it  well  befeems  us  to 
wail  over  onrfelves,  that  we  have  given  him  fuch  a  bed 
requital.  Will  ye  bewail  yourfclvcs  ?  for  he  will  take 
notice  of  every  poor  man  or  woman  amongft  you,  if  ye 
fet  unto  this  duty.  1  tell  you,  Chrift  our  I^ord  is  m 
good  earneii: :  rome  and  embrace  your  privileges :  come 
and  make  them  your  own, — Is  there  not  one  perfon  in 
all  this  great  company,  that  will  pity  this  tender  hearted 
Lord  and  Saviour  ?  it  will  be  a  fad  bulincfs  and  a  fore 
matter,  if  he  be  obliged  to  return  to  heaven,  and  com- 
plain to  the  Father  in  this  manner :  I  have  been  wail- 
ing over  yonder  great  company,  and  there  is  not  a 
man  nor  woman,  lad  nor  lafs,  not  one  of  n^any  hun- 
dreds, that  will  accept  of,  or  that  cares  for  me.  ()  S'lrs^ 
it  this  be  fo,  it  will  draw  deep  :  The  confideration  of  it 
Ihould  have  much  weight  with  you.     But 

2d/yy  As  Chrift  is  wailing  over  you,  in  order  to  em- 
brace you,  fo  he  is  (as  it  were)  weeping  over  you  to  ac- 
cept of  him.  The  poor  Jews  when  they  faw  him  weep- 
ing ov^r  Lazarus's  grave,  took  notice  of  it,  and  faid, 
hehold  how  he  ioved him.  Will  ye  alfp  take  notice,  lay  it  lo 
heart.  We  would  have  you  this  day  coniidering  how 
matters  go  in  Scotland,  and  what  Chrift  is  doing  widi 
us.  We  think  he  is  doing  /imilar  to  that  Luk.  xix. 
41.  When  he  was  come  near  he  beheld  the  city  (viz 
Jerufalem^  (ind  wept  over  it  &c.  It  may  be,  Chrift  is 
paffing  over  Scotland,  and  weeping  over  it  ;  he  is  giving 
you  faft-days ;  thefe  are  vifits  :  do  not  therefore  grieve 
nis  tender  heart  by  rejecting  him.  What  ?  are  ye  a  ftu- 
pid  people  under  immediate  wrath  and  great  hazard  ? 
we  exhort  you  again  and  again,  grieve  not  Chrift's  ten-^ 
der  heart  \  for  perhaps  it  will  lie  upon  you,  when  ye  can- 
not help  it :  his  heart  is  tender,  (as  it  were)  melting.o-> 
ver  you.  He  faid  to  Jerufalem,  O  Jerufalem\  Jermfa^ 
Jem,  how  often  ni^ould  1  have  gathered  ihee^  as  0  hen  iiothbir 
brood  under  her  wings,  and  ye  '^jould  ti^^t.     So  Clurift  (ays 

to 
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-tp  Scotland,  O  Scotland,  Scotland,  how  often  would  I 
have  gathered  thee  ! — and  ye  would  not.  What  mean 
his  exhortations,  and  his  invitations?  the  report  of  theni 
fays  this :  Is  it  thus,  that  Chrift  would  be  far  in  amongft 
you  in  Scotland,  and  you  care  not  for  him  ?  O  if  yoa 
would  not  grieve  his  heart,  (we  wot  not  how  to  word 
it)  but  we  fay  this :  that  there  was  never  a  poor  pitiful 
tender  hearted  mother  more  indulgent  to  a  tender  and 
beloved  child,  then  Chrift  has  been  to  us.  Well  then, 
will  ye  come  to  him  and  accept  of  him  ?  I  can  affure  you, 
•  he  will  make  you  welcome ;  and  if  ye  will  not  receive 
him,  I  further  affure  you,  that  this  offer  fhall  ftand  on 
i-ecord  againft  you,  as  long  as  fun  and  moon  endure* 
Therefore,  a«?  ye  would  not  then  be  guilty  of  your  own 
blood,  I  muft  yet  ufe  the  expreflion  do  not  break,  (or 
grieve)  Chrift's  tender  heart :  and  I  again  charge  you, 
in  his  name,  to  embrace  him ;  for  it  will  not  go  well  o- 
ver  with  you,  when  he  fliall  tell  you  at  laft,  I  took  much 
pains  upon  you  j  but  yq  refufed  and  rejected  me. 

3^/j;,  Wc  Ihall  give  you  this  inducennent  to  embrace 
him  :  and  we  would  fain  hope  that  fome  of  you  wfll  do 
it :  be  not  refraftory,  but  do  it,  Sirs  : — for  Chrift  hath 
waited  many  days  and  years  upon  your  accepting  of  him, 
and  is  yet  waiting  upon, you.  What  have  ye  to  return 
in  anfwer  to  his  call  ?  or  what  fay  ye  unto  uis  who  Tivt 
fent  to  call  you  in  his  name  ?  what  ?  fay  ye,  he  hath 
been  waiting  to  be  gracious  :  he  hath  been,  (as  it  were,) 
looking  down  from  heaven,  day  by  day  :  he  hath  wait- 
ed upon  you  from  duty  t;o  duty:  he  might  have  fent  you 
to  condemnation,  ere  ever  ye  faw  the  Bible. — I  tell  you 
God  is  giving  you  to  day  a  glorious  offer :  and  he  is  wait- 
ing what  aniWer  ye  will  give.  Are  ye  content  to  take 
him  ?  and  if  not,  what  f;jvilt  find  ye  in  him  ?  we  bid  yoU 
take  him  and  all  advantages  with  him ;  4et  it  not  be  faid 
that  he  hath  opened  his  ihop  and  yet  fold  no  wares : — 
for  have  ye  been  idolaters, — fwearers, — fabbath-break- 
,  ers, — drunkards, — mockers  of  God,  and  his  work,  fe'r, 
if  ye  will  now  give  up  your  names,  he  will  accept  of  you 
for  all  the  wrongs  ye  have  done  to  him  :  indeed  it  does 
not  become  him  to  wait  on  fuch  as  you  ;  but  the  fcrip* 
t|Ure  fays,  that  he  waits  to  be  gracious.  Me  hath  let 
down  (as  it  were)  a  rope  from  heaven,  that  ye  may  by 
|aith  gripe  unto  it :  he  is  giving  you  a  new  invitation  to 
day  :  and  if  ye  would  accept  of  it,  Chrift  and  all  his  an-» 
gels  in  hc^yen  would  rejoice  \  tbi$  wpuld  be  a  m^trrlage 
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day :  If  we  could  buckle  a  certain  number  of  you  to  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  he  would  go  unto  the  Father  and  fay,  yon- 
der is  a  number  of  poor  things  that  have  accepted  of  mc 
in  the  offer  of  the  gofpcl:  and  the  angels  in  heaven 
would  rejoice  at  your  accepting  of  him :  and  can  ye 
think  or  fincj  in  your  hpart  to  put  him  away  ?  dare  ye 
do  it  ?  if  ye  do,  we  take  heaven  and  earth,  yea  and  that 
firmament  abov^  you  to  \^itnefs  againft  you  ;  if  ye  do  it 
not,  it  will  be  th^  deareft  rcfufal  yc  ever  h^ard  of  in  your 
life. 

/^hlyy  To  indupe  you  farther  to  accept  of  him,  he" 
liere  offers  himfelf  j  yea  unto  the  moft  ignorant  amongft 
you  this  day,  he  is  (as  it  were)  looking  through  a  narrow 
cafcment  in  heJivQn  to  fee  and  hear  what  you  are  doing 
and  faying  this  day:  are  you  faying,  I  will  take  him  7 
and  I  will  have  no  other  bejpved  than  him  :  do  it,  and 
ye  will  have  a  fweet  look  from  him ;  fuch  ^  look  as  he 
gave  poor  Peter.  A  little  godlefs  girl  made  him  fwear, 
that  he  knew  not  his  Lord  and  Mailer.— Yet  his  tender 
hearted  Mafter  had  more  good  will  to  him,  than  to  forfake 
him  utterly  for  all  that.  If  ye  will  accept  of  hin^,  go  where 
Jie  will,  he  will  be  fpr  ypu,  jmd  he  will  look  to  you  $  and 
his  look  will,  be  like  a  ijvo  edged  fword  5  it  will  cut  and 
pierce  you  wherever  it  comes  :  there.will  be  no  relifting 
of  this  :  he  can  make  one  of  his  words  go  thro'  you  as  it 
did  Peter :  his  look  like  a  fword  will  cut  between  the  joints 
and  the  marrow.  When  be  looked  to  Peter,  it  made 
Peter  weep,  and  that  bitterly,  (and  I  fuppofe)  that  denvi- 
ing  of  his  Mafter  made  him  weep  while  he  was  in  this 
world  I  and  had  he  not  reafon  ?  when  he  had  denied  his 
precious  Lord  and  Mafter.  Some  of  you  have  turned 
your  back  upon  and  denied  your  Mafter  Chrift ;  have  ye 
not  got  fucl>  a  look  of  him  ?  if  that  have  brought  you 
to  repentance,  then  ye  have  got  a  bleffed  look,  and  will 
be  aihamed  of  your  ways^  and  fay,  Oh  !  that  ever  I 
ihould  have  denied  fuch  a  Mafter. — He  hath  got  the 
wrong  by  you,  and  yet  he  makes  the  mends  to  it :  Peter 
found  it  fo  ;  he  proved  a  coward  in  the  day  of  adverfity : 
but  after  that,  he  never  did  fuch  a  turn  again  :  he  bold^ 
\j  avowed  him  before  councils,  judicatories,  and  great 
men :  he  ftill  minded,  that  a  poor  girl  caufed  him  to 
deny  him  who  was  a  kind  Mafter :  he  thus  ftill  minded 
what  he  did  long  ftnce  :  when  he  was  befciTC  their  rulers 
?ihd  elders,  A.€ts  \m.  he  f^ake  boldly  and  avowed  his 
W^fter,  and  Yft>u\<iL  xvoxXx^  M^K^^^t^^^^m^^x^-^iefcCNs^^^ 


\ 
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gofpel,  as  51*  he  had  faid,  I  remember  that  I  once  denied 
my  Mafter  with  oaths  ;  but  I  fhall  not  do  this  again  5 
I  fhall  avow  him,  and  I  fhall  preach  him,  while  I  live : 
Whether  it  he  right  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  God ^  judge 
ye  :  for  we  cannot  but /peak  the  things  that  nve  have  feen  and 
heard, — I  will,  fays  he,  give  him  a  good  word,  and  fpeafc 
much  to  the  commendation  of  his  name.-T-And  this  may 
yet  come  to  your  door,  to  give  a  teftimony  to  his  name : 
fee  that  ye  fpeak  much  then  to  his  commendation  f^ 
Do  not  deny  him :  he  may  come  and  tak^  goods  and 
land  from  you,  and  do  not  deny  him  thefe,  as  fome  of 
you  have  already  done :  if  ye  have  done  it,  do  it  na 
more  :  Let  our  Lord's  caufe  and  glory  in  his  kingly  of- 
fice and  his  laws  be  executed  ;  let  it  be  avowed  ;  let  a 
teflimony  be  given  for  it :  he  is  King  in  his  own  houfe, 
and  fiiall  be  fo,  who  will  or  who  will  not :  Yet  have  I 
fet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  in  Zion- — And  thanks  be 
to  God  that  we  had  fathers  and  progenitors  before  us, 
who  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  tranfmitted  unto  us  the 
pure  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  which  we  enjoy.  And 
thus  did  they  pray,  and  were  privileged  from  God  with 
thefe,  and  we  have  them :  but  what  have  we  done  for 
our  poflerity  ?  what  can  we  do  ior  them  ?  although  we 
cannot  do  any  thing  foir  ourfelves,  yet  will  we  do  fome- 
thing  for  the  following  generations.  There  are  means 
now  ufed  by  the  powers  of  the  land  for  robbing  us  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  They  fent  a  godlefs  hofl  of  favages  a^ 
.mongfl  you,  to  banifh  Chrift  from  amongft  us  \  but  we 
hope  when  they  came  and  went,  ye  have  loft  nothing  \ : 
Venture  yet  for  Chrift  ;  keep  the  word  of  his  patience, 
and  he  ihall  keep  you  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  Keep 
the  word  of  his  teftimony  r  your  courage  in  that  went 
through  heaven  and  earth  ;  when  fuch.  anifi  fuch  a  fa- 
mily was  plundered,  hardly  put  to  it,  and  fpoile<l  by 
t^ofe  who  did  what  lay  in  them  to  ruin  you.  Well, 
lays  the  Lord,  I  have  feen  their  patience,  and  am  well 


t  This  came  to  be  ihe  cafe  with  feveral  of  thefe  who  proba- 
My  w«:"c  in  this  auditory,  a  few  years  after  this. — Neither  were 
his  exborutiuns  in  vain,  when  we  Hnd  fuch  encomiums  given  to 
the  commendation  oi-  Chrifi,  his  beadOiip^  fovereign  grace,  and 
free  mercy,  in  tl.elr  lall  fpeeches  and  (iying  teHimontes. 

%  Fiere  he  fcsras  to  mean  the  Highland  hoft  or  militia,  whd 
10  the  begirntng  of  this  year  were  poured  io  upon  the  W<Uerii 
(lorea  of  ScotUnJ. 
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conteTit  With  their  patience  and  modenition  :  /  havefiet^ 
J  Lave /ten  tUir  affilBion.  I  will  blefs  what  remains  be- 
hind :  their  children  (hall  not  mils  what  is  taken  away : 
it  was  their  fuperfluities :  I  gave  them  it,  I  will  give  them 
more.  I  will  blefs  their  children,  and  I  will  blefs  their 
offspring.  Come  away  then.  Sirs,  and  ferve  this  Lord  J 
ilrike  a  bargain  with  him.  Serve  him ;  for  he  is  a  good- 
'\y  Lord  and  Mailer :  he  is  waiting  on  you  ;  although  it 
fcts  you  better  to  wait  upon  him.  What  do  ye  fay,  all 
around  this  company  ?  are  ye  content  to  take  him,  dead 
or  living  ?  one  look  of  his  blefled  face  will  be  worth  all 
that  ye  can  fuffer  for  him  f  Are  ye  content  to  clofe  with 
him,  young  and  old  ?  then  come  and  fay,  it  is  a  bargain : 
**  I  give  him  my  hand  and  my  heart ;  and  I  take  heaven 
**  and  earth  to  witnefs,  that  I  clofe  now  with  him,  and 
**  him  alone  for  my  Lord  and  Saviour."  Now  I  will 
warrant  you,  Sirs,  Chrift  and  all  his  blefled  company  in 
the  higher  houfe  are  now  beholding  what  ye  are  doing: 
and  he  will  fay.  Father,  fee  yonder  poor  things  are  ac- 
cepting of  me  in 'the  offers  of  the  gol'pcl :  Father y  IwiU 
that  they  alfa  ivhom  thou  haft  given  me  he  with  wf,  when 
I  amy  &c.  We  tell  you  ye  would  all  be  Chriftians,  if  ye 
knew  what  privileges  follow  them,  and  come  to  thcro. 
What  art  thou,  fays  Chrift  ?  Wliy  I  am  the  Chriftian 
whom  thou  gainedft  by  thy  gofpel.  Says  Chrift,  What 
wilt  thou  then  do  for  me?  Why,  I  will  throitgh  thy 
grace  fuffer  the  worft  of  hardfliips.  Now  fuch  as  fat 
fo,  or  woulj  delire  to  fay  fo,  he  would  glavlly  be  at  it  with 
them,  (fo  to  fay).  He  is  going  through  Scotland,  he 
is  walking  among  the  {tv^.w  golden  candlefticks,  to  fee 
who  will  accept  of  him ;  and  well  may  he  go,  and  much 
fpced  may  he  come, — Say,  Lord,  ride  through  the  nati- 
ons upon  th^  white  horfe ;  ride  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer J  profpering  and  to  profper  -,  from  Egypt  to  the 
river,  and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.-* 
He  hath  fent  you  too  many  faithftil  Eliazcrs,  to  court  cr 
invite  you  to  him,  and  to  commend  him  unto  you  :— 
may  I  alk  who  is  he  that  walks  in  the  field  yonder  ?  It 
is  your  godly  Ifa^ic,  and  match  with  him  :  He  is  his  fa- 
thers only  Son :  he  will  put  him  in  the  covenant  \  and 
that  is  better  then  gold  or  all  worldly  treafure  :  he  is 
more  precious  than  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;  yea  he  u 
the  heir  cf  all  things.  You  know,  Ifaac  was  ^onc  forth 
to  medvi;x\.(i  m  X-Vvv:.  e.NtTATv%\  -a^x^  v^tCvs^  \i^  Ac  bf r,  .maf 
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godly  fliould  match  with  the  godly*  Ifaac  was  a  godly 
hian  ;  Rebecca  a  godly  modeft  woman  t  She  covered  her 
face  with  a  vail  for  modefty ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  many 
of  the  great  women  in  our  land  ;  moft  of  them,  have  loft 
all  modefty,  they  have  laid  bye  their  vails,  except  when 
their  pride  or  vain  glbry  put  them  to  it.  Now  we  exhort 
you  at  leaft  to  accept  of  him  t  he  is  going  about  to  en- 
gage you,  and  if  ye  do  not,  perhaps  ye  fhall  never  all  get 
fiich  an  offer  again.  He  is  calling  for  a  peremptory  an- 
"  fwer  from  you  this  day.  What,  do  ye  fay  we  fhall  ad- 
vife,  and  give  an  anfwer  the  next  day  ?  No,  no,  accept 
of  him  without  delay*  Tell  not  Chrift  that  tale :  go  no 
r  farther :  refolve  tipon  it:  Chrift  is  walking  now  anwngft; 
the  feven  golckn  candlefticks  :  it  fays,  that  Chrift  would 
be  about  with  you,  (allow  me  to  ufe  the  exprcflion)* 
Give  up  with  all  and  take  him :  Quit  relations,  and  fay 
thou  muft  be  mv  God,  and  I  muft  covenant  with  thee. 
But 

Sthi)j  (or  Lajily)^  To  prove  that  Chrift  is  in  earneft 
with  us ;  he  is  wearied  out  Vrith  the  offering  of  him- 
felf  fo  often  and  fo  long  ^s  he  hath  dohe'  unto  us  :  he 
hath  been  inviting  you  to  take  him  as  in  that  Ixv.  and  2. 
of  Ifaiah,  I  have  fprcad forth  my  hands  all  the  day  unto  a  re^ 
hellious people^  &c.  Wlien  he  is  ftretching  forth  his  hands, 
men  and  women,  will  ye  come  and  accept  of  him  f 
Take  him  and  make  him  your  own  ;  I  fay,  if  ye  will 
do  it,  he  will  give  you  a  warm  reception  :  he  will  make 
you  welcome  :  he  will  meet  you,  like  young  babes  that 
never  knew  any  thing  of  him  all  their  life  :  will  ye  then 
come  and  fay,  I  will  be  for  him,  and  not  for  another  : 
I  will  be  for  thee,  and  take  thee,  and  all  that  follows 
thee.  Now  if  ye  fay  fo,  it  fhall  be  a  bargain,  and  it 
fliall  not  fail.  So  do  not  weary  our  Lord's  patience  to 
wait  upon  you  any  longer  •,  and  if  ye  refiife,  ye  fhall  re- 
pent it. — Remember,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  (as  it 
were)  hovering  over  you  ; — he  is  wailing  over  you ; — 
he  is  weeping  over  you  ;  he  is  ftretching  out  his  hands 
to  accept  of  you  -, — fay  then,  I  will  be  thine  \  I  will  go 
with  thee:  it  is  a  meeting:  Lord,  I  will  make  a  bargain. 
And  the  good  Lord  blels  the  bargain. — And  to  his  name 
be  the  praife. 

i^..  B.  Should  ;wiy  think  the  two  foregoing  difcourf- 

es  not  fo  methodical,  as  what  feme  Sermons  are; 

yet  they  are,  in  then-  matter,  both  prcffing  and 

D  prtfti- 
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praftLCi! ;  and  muft  be  rather  looked  npon  as  xi    I 
application  unto  what  he  had  formerly  delrvettd 
from  this  tei^t*  than  any  new  doftrinal  branch  of 
the  fubjecl. — ^There  is  alio  before  me  in  mannfcripCi 
a  pretty  large  Sermon  (or  rather  a  Lcchin:)  of  Mr. 

J^iirs  upon  Mark  viii.  27, ;8.     And  a  fliiMrt 

Sermon  from  thefe  words,  i  Sam.  iv.  21.  Aid 
ibe  namtd  the  chUd  I-chahzd^  fij-'^S*  ^^^  Z^H  ^  ^ 
fkirtedjrsm  I/rael,  &c.  which  for  want  ot  room, 
could  not  be  here  got  publilhed.  This  kfi  iIK- 
courfe  was  preached  in  Eail-MonkLmd,  Sept.  2^ 
16:8. 


PREFACE  AND   S  E  R  M  O  Xfc 

Preached  bv  Mr.  TOHX  SING  urx^n  2  Fist- 

Dat,  in  the  Parllh  of  Kii-maxoxccx,  Ajj;^^ 
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BELOVED  Fr ;=:J>.  h~  Li  *  £rsat  w>-ier,  tkt 
ener  f-ch  in  ziris^rir  ,s  ^t^icr:!  Jicu:;d  iM 
sc-  rurr  rcrcScca  crijcnli^?  zz  z^^  Lcr;.!  ic  wsrJs  thesu 
"Hi-s  25  bx^et^I  a  w.s:^n=' :  i^li  -r:  "v^ir.  w^  crusicr  die 
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•whom  he  will,  he  loves  and  faves,  and  whom  he  wHl,  he 
paffes  by  and  hardens.  And  if  we  confider  what  we 
are  in  ourfelves,  we  mny  wonder  that  -ever  he  fhould 
have  conferred  any  of  his  goodndi  upon  us  in  thefe 
corners  of  the  country,  as  he  has  done. 

Now  you  muft  know,  Sir€,  that  this  13  a  day  of  hu- 
fiailiation  •,  a  day  of  mourning  5  and  we  cannot  tell^  Sirs, 
who  has  the  greateft  caufe  of  mourning.  Though  the 
whole  country  round  about  ihould  forrow  and  cloath 
themfclves  with  fackcloth;  the  parifhes  about  Dumbar- 
ton, Leven  and  Kilmaronock,  particularly,  have  need 
to  be  humbled,  conlidering  what  great  wickednefs  has 
"been  done  amongft  them  againft  the  Lord. — ^The  Lord 
is  calling  in  thofe  out-cafts  ;  and  if  ye  come  in  this  day, 
and  be  from  henceforth  reconciled  to  God,  and  fay  as 
it  is  in  Pfalm  cvi.  6.  We  have  ftnn^d  with  our  fathers  : 
nvc  have  co7mniiled  vmiiit^  ;  mje  have  dofie  nvickedly.  If 
ye  will  come  and  give  him  your  hand  and  fay,  that  ye 
will  never  do  as  ye  have  done,  what  might  be  promifed 
unto  your  hands  ? — Now,  thefe  caufes  of  humiliatiou 
.  arc  fo  obvious  and  fo  many,  that  wc  cannot  numbei'  them : 
suid  tliere  are  many  public  fins  that  we  fhould  mourn  for 
this  day  ;  the  fin  of  the  land  and  the  nation  j — national 
iins  that  abounds  this  day. — And  then  there  are  perfon- 
al  fins  \  iins  of  profeflbrs,  namely,  thole  that  have  had 
a  name  for  a  coniiderable  time.  I  fiiall  only  hint  a|: 
thefe  few  things  following. 

ly?.  The  little  efleem  that  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel 
have  had  of  the  precious  gofpel-ofters  of  Jefus  ChrifV. 
This  is  a  thing  evident  and  roanifefb     And 

idly^  Tlie  little  fuccefs  it  has  amongft  us  at  this  tinlfe ; 
may  not  that  be  matter  of  forrow  and  humiliation,  and 
a  reafon  to  ly  low  in  the  dufl  and  aflies,  and  to  proflrate 
ourfelves  before  the  Lord  and  in  his  fight,  that  he  has 
offered  hicnfelf  in  the  gofpel,  and  we  have  thought  no- 
thing of  it  ? — and  tliat  we  have  never  lludied  to  have  it 
promoted  and  advanced  in  the  place  where  we  have  liv- 
ed ?  How  Jittle  have  ye  hereabout  fought  after  the  gof^ 
pel  ?  and  how  little  matter  of  mourning  is  it  unto  yoa, 
that  ye  have  done  fo  little  to  promote  the  work  of  God 
and  intereft  of  the  gofpel  amongft  you  ?  And 

3^//y,  The  dreadful  jvickednefs  and  impiety  that  now 
aboynds  amongfl  all  ranks  :  May  not  that  be  matter  of 
forrow  amongft  us  this  day  ? — fach  as,  blafphemy,  Iyer 
«jg,  fweariug,  perjury,  drunkenaefs,  unclcanncfs,  baa- 
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ning,  and  other  crimes  which  might  be  reckcmcd  upii 
which  may  be  grounds  of  our  humiliation.  As  few  pla-. 
ces  in  the  land  are  innocent  in  thefe  things,  we  trow, 
the  place?  here  about  ve  as  guilty  as  any,  all  forts  of  im- 
pieties being  done  amongft  you. 

¥^hi  There  is  the  dreadful  enmity  that  is  ha^  at  the 
gofpel,  aa4  the  fep^ants  of  Chrift  an4  his  people  :  and 
ought  not  this  to  he  matter  of  deep  humilis^on  ?  O  the 
pmnity  they  have  :  t^iey  declare  it  as  the  fun  that  fhines: 
if  they  coi^ld  have  their  will,  what  would  they  do  agsunft 
jiis  church,  fervants  and  people  ?  and  this  muft  this  day 
|)e  matter  of  grief  and  mourning,     ^nd 

^thly^  There  is  the  breach  ^nd  violation  of  the  cov&t 
Hants  J  which  muft  be  matter  of  mourning,  forrow  and 
fad  lamentation.  Sirs,  we  know  not  how  many  thin^ 
^e  wrought  now  in  oppofition  to  the  work  of  God : 
there  is  ground  of  humiliation  from  aU  thefe.-r: — And 
then 

6thly^  The  dreadful  fiirmality  of  niany,  who  are  fitting 
down  and  lying  bye  fatisfied  with,  and  relling  upon  vrha? 
they  have  attaine4:j  negledbing  the  infide  of  the  dr.tj, 
careful  onlv  about  the  exte^-nal  part ;  peglcfti ng  practi- 
cal holinefs  that  fometime  they  profefled  to  be  in  prac- 
tice of.  p  but  this  b  fad,  that  folk  cannot  be  reclaimed ; 
ve  fticl^  clofs  to  the  fins  we  fliould  confefs  ;  We  cannot 
fay  but  we  have  been  flnners,  and  fome  of  us  loofe  and 

J>rofane  5  but  do  we  refrain  frorn  thefe  ?  Do  we  refrain 
Irom  banpingji  fwearing,  and  other  grofs  immoralities, 
and  negleft  of  duty  ?  You  acknp>ylcdge  you  have  done 
fo  and  fo  ;  hut  grow  no  better  •,  acknowledge  this  to  hi 
a  fin,  and  that  to  be  a  fin,  and  thi^t  we  have  done  all  this 
to  the  provoking  of  Gk>d  5  but  nothing  done  for  our  a- 
jpaendment  of  Ife.  And  is  not  this  ground  of  mourning 
this  day  ?  But  we  fpar  our  fafts  are  not  acceptable  unto 
the  Lord  :  Will  you  call  this  an  acceptable  day  to  the 
Lord  ?     And 

Lajlly^  There  is  incorrigiblenefs  againft  all  the  ftrokcs 
of  Gfod  \  againft  all  we  met  with  of  old  or  of  late  :  Wc 
never  mind  it  \  but  go  on  obftinately.  O  fad  !  there  is 
no  fruit  fpr  all  the  pains  he  h^s  taken  upon  us.— rWe 
would  intreat  you,  in  this  yoqr  day,  when  ye  appear  to 
faft  and  to  humble  yourfelyes  before  the  Lord,  to  ac- 
Jsnowledge  y/>ur  own  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  land,  and 
the  fins  of  all  ranks  therein,  fins  of  kings,  princes,  tay^ 
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people's  faults  j  we  intreat  you,  Sirs,  to  look  that  ye 
deal  not  falfly  >yith  him ;  See  that  ye  mock  not  God  this 
day  :  better  you  had  fitten  at  home,  or  that  fuch  a  day 
jiad  not  been  appointed  in  fuch  a  placjj^  than  have  fuch 
a  matter  as  a  mock  faft, — You  fay,  ypu  come  to  afflift 
your  fouls  ;  But  I  fear,  there  be  very  little  affliftion  of 
fouls  for  all  that,  amongft  you.  If  there  he  any  thing 
of  it,  let  it  be  feen  afterwards  :  it  i§  pot  }n  this  day 
that  ye  can  do  ^1,  or  that  we  can  feek  it ;  buj:  from 
)this  day  be^in  with  it,  and  let  it  be  feen  afterwards.— 
But  not  to  infift,  let  us  t^rn  to  the  I^ord,  and  feek  a 
bleffing  from  him  to  begin  with.     Sg  let  us  pray. 


SERMON     m, 


Habakkuk  iiL  2. 

V.  0  Lord^  revive  fhy  work  in  the  midjl  of 
the  years  ;  \n  the  midJl  of  the  years  make 
knovpn  ;  v\  ijoratb  remember  mercy. 

THIS  prophecy,  as  you  will  fee  by  reading  it,  con- 
tains a  moft  fpecial  exercife  of  a  believer,  cither 
in  reference  to  judgments  threatened,  or  judgments  in- 
fiifted  :  I  fay,  it  contams  a  nioft  lively  exercke^  efpecir 
ally  in  troublous  times  of  the  church, .  It  was  indeed  k 
troublous  time  in  the  church  ;  and  you  fee  the  exercife 
he  is  now  engaged  in  :  why,  this  prophecy  holds  it  out, 
^nd  it  is  fet  forth  by  way  of  dialogue  between  the  Lor<t 
^nd  his  fervaut.  The  prophet,  as  you  will  fee  by  read- 
ing the  vvhple  prophecy,  in  chap.  i.  had  been  fadly  com- 
plaining of  the  iniquities  of  the  times,  of  thefe  fad  things 
that  were  finful  amongft  the  people  of  the  Jews  j  and  he 
gets  an  anfwer  which  holds  out  a  fad  denunciation  of  an- 
ger and  wrath  againft  Ifrael  and  the  Jews  for  .^he  fios 
they  had  perpetrated  and  committed  againf^  kkn.-^Aiid 
we  have  the  prophet  endeavouring  to  intercede,  notwkjir 
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ftanding  all  the  denunciation  of  wrath,  arid  of  the  Chal- 
cleans  cominglagainft  them  :  and  in  chap.  ii.  he  gets  an 
anfwer  in  which  he  exhorts  the  prophet  to  bid  them 
wait.  It  is  true,  that  they  deferved  atiatfa,  and  that 
they  fhould  be  broken,  and  that  he  fhould  execute  the 
fierceijefs  of  bis  wrath  upon  them  :  Yet,  fays  he,  let 
tliem  wait  on,  and  I  will  have  a  care  of  my  people  ;  if 
they  will  confefs  and  take  with  their  faults,  then  I  will' 
tafce  care  of  them.  And  in  this  chapter,  ye  have  the 
anfwer  :  and  here  is  his  prayer  j  he  falls  upon  a  prayer 
for  fear  of  the  fad  things  threatened. 

The  iufcription  of  the  chapter  ver.  i.  The  chapter  1$ 
divided, 

1.  His  prayer  to  God  in  ofd^^o  comfort  his  church 
in  her  troubles,  ver.  i,  2- 

2.  Ye  have  the  coiifidence  he  had  in  God  as  to  the  *• 
jnendment  of  the  church  :  And 

3.  The  confidence  he  had  that  there  would  be  an  out. 
gate  and  relief  to  all  his  fervants,  from  ver,  jy.  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  Says  he,  Although  the  Jig-tree  fiaW 
not  hhjfom,  neither  JJjall  fruit  he  on  the  vines y  the  labour 
of  the  olives  P^  all  fatly  a?i'l  the  fields  fhail  yield  no  meaty  tht 
fockjhall  he  cut  off  from  the  fold y  and  there  fballbe  no  heri 
in  the  falls  s-^yt  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lordy  J  *uftll  joj  in 
the  God  of  my  Jalvatlon, — So  you  fee,  what  height  of  con- 
fidence he  attained  by  the  Lord's  manifefting  of  himfelfj 
and  promifing  to  give  them  an  outgate  from  that  wick- 
ed crew  that  had  fo  opprefled  and  borne  them  down. 

ify  In  the  verfe  read,  we  have  fhortly  an  introdufti- 
on  to  this  prayer,  and  the  prayer  itfelf :  and  there  is 
the  object  for  which  he  prays  to  God,  which  is  the 
Lord's  WQrk  ;  revive  thy  work  :  that  is  the  thing  he  is 
concerned  about.  But,  I  trow,  few  of  us  are  taken  up 
about  that  :  Who  is  he  that  goes  about  this  duty  aright 
amongft  us  all  with  thefe^words,  0  Lordy  revive  thy  work 
in  the  mid/l  of  the  years y  &c.  ? 

2dly,  We  hav^j,liji<5  grounds  of  it :  it  was  for  fear  of 
threatened  wrath  and  judgments  j  When  I  heard  thy 
fpeech  :  what  was  that  ?  when  I  heard  of  thy  terrible 
judgments,  I  could  not  hold  my  peace  for  fear  of  the 
iotercft  of  God  :  When  1  heard  thy  fpeech^  1  was  migh* 
tily  troubled  ;  it  affected  me  when  1  heard  thy  fpeech, 
jVIic.  vi.  9.  The  Lord^s  '*ooice  crieth  unto  the  city  /  and  the 
plan  of  wljdom  ff:ali  fetth*^  name  :  kftarye  the  rody  and  nvho 
baik  appointed  It.    "R.q4%  \vks^  -^  \3v;.^  \  -wA  \\^  ^^es  a 
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charge  to  take  heed  unto  them.     Thus  the  Lord's  judg- 
ments afFedled  him.     And  then 

3  J/v,  We  have  the  thing  the  prayer  is  for  r,  and  it  M 
contained  in  three  things  :  (i.)  It  is  a  reviving  of  hi» 
w\3rk.  O  that  the  Lord  would  yet  keep  his  work  frodi 
ruin,  and  put  the  life  in  it  that  wicked  men  endeavour 
to  deprive  it  of  ;  even  thefe  wicked  Chaldeans  :  This  is. 
the  thing  he  prays  for. 

(2.)  It  is  a  hafty  fpeech,  it  is  a  broken  fpeech  ;  he 
breaks  off  abruptly  :  Make  knoiuti  in  the  midfl  oftheyears^ 
What  is  it  that  he  fliould  make  known  r  Why,  it  is 
that  he  would  give  fome  gracious  manlfeftation  of  his 
love,  in  order  to  their  efcape  in  the  midft  of  thel'e  years : 
in  the  midft  of  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  give  fome  proof 
that  thou  art  God  5  and  let  thy  mighty  hand  be  feen  ; 
and  give  to  us  fome  fpecial  manifeftatioji  of  thy  hand, 
that  this  is  thy  work.     Tlie 

(3.)  Thing  is,  that  he  deprecates  wrath  becaufe  of 
fin  \  and  hepray$  that  it  might  be- turned  away  :  In  the 
fii'idjl  of  wroth  remember  mercy.  For  all  my  prayers,  I 
am  afraid  of  wrath  :  We  are  a^finful  people  ;  we  arc  un- 
der great  wrath  \  he  prftys,  Turn  it  away,  if  it  be  thy 
good  will :  //;  the  midft  cfthe  years  make  known ;  in  wrath 
remember  mercy, 

Tliis  is  the  fcope  of  the  whole.     We  cannot  ftay  to 
fpeak  to  every  fubjeft  herein  :  but  a  word  frofti  the  in- 
fcription,  A  prayer  of  Habakkuh  upon  Sigionoth ;  or,  to 
.  the  (everal  tunes,  as  in  the  margin  of  fome  of  your  Bibles. 
Some  render  it,  a  prayer  concerning  the  ftrange  difpcn- 
fation  of  the  Chaldeans  prefling  them  on  all  hands  :   A 
prayer  indeed,  many  ways  for  the  comforting  of  the 
poor  people  of  God.     You  will  fee  this  upon  the  mar- 
gin of  fome  of  your  Bibles,  upon  the  feveraf  Jhngs  or  tuneu 
You  will  fee  that  the  prayers  of  the  people  of  God  arc 
not  all  upon  one  and  the  fame  tune  (fo  to  fpeak).   Some 
being  upon  one  addrej[s,  and  fome  tune  upon  another* 
Sometimes  they  are  up,  aiid  fometimes  down.     His  peo- 
ple have  fometimes  caufe  to  mourn,  and  fometimes  caufe 
to  rejoice  :    Sometimes  their  hearts  are  up,  and  again 
fometimes  they  are  down. — I  fay,  his  pepple  in  their  ad- 
^    drcfles  unto  God  are  various  :  fometimes  like  Hezekiah, 
when  he  fays,  Like  a  crane,  or  a/wa/Iow,  fo  did  I  chat* 
ier,  I  did  mourn  as  a  dove,  &c.     This  oftimes   falls  out 
to  be  the  cafe  of  the  people  of  God  ;  and  fometimes  they 
»    I'oar  and  cry  out^  as  I|[Kud :  My  bones  waxed  old  through 
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my  roaring  all  the  day  /(?«^,*Pfal.  xxxii.  3.  And  fomc' 
times  they  are  made  to  look,  iigh  and  groan,  and  can  do 
^  no  more.  Theiir  addrefles  are  changeable  5  and  what 
Hire  the  reafons  of  this  ?  Why  their  exercifes  are  fo,  ^ 
David  5  fometimes  he  fays, — IJhall  now perijh  one  day  bj 
the  hand  of  Saul,  &c.  This  was  his  exercife,  t  Sam. 
xxvli.  I.  and  yet  again  he  fays,  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. — Tlea^  tho* 
I  walk  through  the  valley  of  thefhudow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  eviL  Many  and  various  are  the  exefrcifes  of  the 
people  of  God  in  their  addrefles  linto  him- 

Well,  then,  Sirs,  1  name  them  for  this  end,  to  let 
folk  fee  the  worthleflhefs  of  many  of  our  prayers  :  as  I 
trow,  the  prayers  and  addrefles  that  many  of  us  have,  arc 
Hot  much  worth  :  What  is  the  reafon  of  this  ?  Why, 
there  is  no  alteration :  vtre  care  not  whether  the  work  ot 
God  be  up  or  down :  few  changes  and  little  exercife- 
I  fear,  the  exercife  and  addrefs  of  m^ny  in  this  place  that 
hold  their  heads  high,  are  little  worth.*-^Many  folk  fay, 
God  be  thanked,  I  never  changed  my  prayer  :'  many  folk 
never  change  their  tune  and  their  prayers  \  except  it  te 
for  fome  worldly  thing,  which  will  perhaps  make  you 
turn  your  tune  \  but  though  the  intercft  of  God,  and 
your  foul's  cafe  be  of  fo  great  concernment,  you  never 
trouble  yourfelves  with  thefe.  O  this  will  caft  many 
folk  that  can  pray ;  or  think  fo.  But  remember  the 
prayers  of  his  people  are  various,  and  their  exercifes  are 
changeable- 

Again,  their  prayers  cannot  be  fpiritual,  becaufe  thew 
ar«  no  changes,  nor  ups  and  downs  with  them :  they 
cannot  addreis  themfelves  to  God. — I  cannot  tell,  tf 
their  prayers  be  much  worth  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
good  evidence  that  our  addrefles  to  God  either  for  the 
work  of  God,  or  in  behalf  of  our  own  foul's  cafe,  arc  ac- 
ceptable, when  you  find  many  ups  and  downs  in  your 
own  foul's  cafe.  But  I  trow,  Sirs,  there  is  little  of  this 
exercife  ampngfl:  us  at  prelent. 

But  the  next  thing,  or  riote  of  obfervation,  is,  that 
the  firft  w<jrd  imports,  that  the  prophet  is  looking  upon 
the  profpei^li^if  the  wicked,  and  the  fad  cafe  of  the  god- 
ly. When  perfons  look  to  that,  they  will  think  them- 
felves far  out  :  it  is  myfterious  to  fleih  and  blood  to  fee 
the  Lord  cafting  down  his  own  people,  laying  them  low, 
andfuffering  them  to  be  troddea  and  trampled  upon  as 
fo  many  c^iTXh's  v^orms^  by  en«pies  and  adverfiirfes , 
who  have  al\  x\^ft^^%  ^^\ti^  \*cy4ifi^  S^^vcw.    Iti  this  we 
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Ivill  findi  a  perplexing  bufinefs^:  how  did  it  pefpleX  Jc^ 
i-emiah  i  chap.  xii.  i.  when  he  iaw  fuch  difpenfationsi. 
this  made  him  hy ^-—Wherefore  d^th  the  wav  if  the  ivic" 
'  ked  profper  ?  Wherefore  are  all  th^y  happy  that  deal  very 
treacheroujly  ?  Arid  yet  he  dares  not  fay,  but  the  Lord  it 
righteous  :  and  in  the  third  verfe,  he  prays  the  Lord  to 
pull  chem  out  like  Iheepfor  the  flaughter  :  this  was  per* 
plexing  to  him.  And  Afaph  l^as  fo  perplexed,  Pfalm 
Ixxiiii — You  muft  not  fear  at  religion  :  new  beginners^ 
fear  not  ye  it  the  crofs :  but  if  ye  get  the  crofs  upon  your 
back  as  well  as  others^  will  ye  be  afraid  ?  or  will  ye  fu& 
fer  ?  will  ye  lay  down  your  lives,  if  called  unto  it  %  ?  The 
Pfaliiiid  wonders  ^  and  it  is  matter  of  admiration,  that  he 
was  afiii<^ed  all  the  day  k>ng  ;  and  when  he  gets  ftrokes 
all  the  day  long,  it  was  mighty  perplexing  unto  him,  as 
in  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  14*  F^r  all  the  day  long  have  I  been  plagued, 
and  chcflned  every  morningi  He  \Vas  faying,  as  you  will 
lay,  /  have  nuajbed  my  hands  in  innocency  :  but,  Sirs^ 
you  fee  he  turns  unto  another  tune.  Well  then,  fet 
yourfelves  for  it  .*  know,  that  though  you  meet  with  e- 
vil  things  ;  yet  the  good  of  aU  is  coming.  Therefore  let 
iicft  this  fear  you  at  religion  and  the  purfuit  of  godlinefsj 
though  it  was  perplexing  to  the  pfalmift. 

And  then  notice  this  t  that  it  was  a  prayer  of  Habak-*- 
kuk  upon  Sigionoth  i  it  makes  a  perplexing  cafe,  the 
wicked  profpering,  and  the  church  caft  down  :  we  wot 
not  what  to  do  ',  we  are  plagued,  and  they  profper. — 
The  beft  way  to  get  out  of  all  this,  is^  to  go  to  God  by 
praye'r  :'  Habakkuk  prayed,  (as  you  have  it  in  the  text) 
and  that  godly  man  in  Pfal.  Ixxiii-  falls  a-praylng,  when 
allmoft  off  his  fccty  for  all  his  rafh  faying,  that  he  had 
cleanfed  his  heart  in  vain,  &Crf  and  he  continued  ay  till 
be  went  to  the  fanftuary^  and  then  he  faw  th^ir  end.— 
^hen  underjlood  I  their  end.  Surely  thou  did/l  fet  them  ifi 
flippery  places  :  it  was  not  all  gdd  that  gliftered  with 
them  i  nay,  it  was  not  fo  much  as  the  j)ifture  of  happi- 
nefs :  Surely  thou  hajlfet  theM  injtipperi  places  3  and  what 
follows  ?  thou  cajlejl  them  dotun  to  de/fruS^ion^'-^Tlic  pit)^ 
fperity  of  the  wicked  fometitnes  is  hot  long  j  and  youl 
know  not  how  foon  the  vengeance  of  Godi  may  light  u-* 
pon  (hem«— ^Many,  now  a-days,  fay  th^  their  raoun^ 

£  tain 
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taio  ftands  flrong^  and  that  they  fhall  never  be  moTeJ; 
but  ye  knovr  not  how  ibon  theyfliallbe  brought  to  de- 
ftru6tion,  and  fo  come  to  nought.  And  thanks  be  to 
Cod,  that  all  that.thcv  can  get  of  his  people  here  is  but 
temporary  •, — but  the  forrows  of  the  wicked  arc  for  long 

Do  not  grudge  for  your  perfecution  and  hard  ufage. 
You  mud  be  content  with  what  you  get  a-long  with  die 
reA  of  his  children,  while  here  awny,  and  get  what  he 
allots  you.— Of  many  things  that  might  be  noticed 
from  theTe  words,  we  offer  only  the  foUowir^  do^lrine. 

D  o  c  T.  That  God^s  work  may  •  be  near    ruin^  but  mi 
quite  ruined. — Revive  thy  work. 

\fti  The  cafe  of  I  he  church  and  people  of  Godoaaj 
not  only  be  near  ruin,  but  there  may  be  nnuch  deaduds  , 
npon  their  fpirits.     Revive   thy  work  ih  tie  tnidjt  §f  lb 
years* 

%dly^  They  may  not  only  be  near  ruin  and  dead,  but 
alfo  infeniij>le  of  it :  all  of  ug  have  need  to  pray  for  re- 
viving. 

3^//)',  This  may  be  for  years,  or  a  coniidcrable  time.i 
Revive  thy  work  in  the  midji  of  the  years*  They  were 
k)ng  in  Babylon  :  a  confideraWe  time  in  trouble.  Wc 
have  not  yet  had  fo  long  a  time  of  it,  but  we  may  have 
more.  Yea,  you  may  have  fifty  years  of  it.  If  yon 
weary  for  thefe  lixtecn  or  eighteen  years,  how  would  you 
ftand  it  out,  were  it  fifty  years,  or  a  hundred  years,  or,  it 
may  be,  all  your  days  ?  O  fay  you,  how  will  ^^^Tweathcr 
It  out }  But  you  muft  go  to  God.  There  are  great  afts 
and  wondrous  works  to  do  to  lengthen  out  the  troubles 
of  his  people  in  thefe  days.  One  thing  to  comfort  yo», 
is,  your  troubles  will  end  fhortly.  But  the  troubles  of 
the  wicked  are  endlefs  troubles.     But 

•^hfyy  Another  tiling,  and  then  we  fliall  clofe,  leftwc 
fhould  hinder  the  reft  of  the  Work  ot"  the  day  §  ;  and 
thSt  is,  to^peak  a  little  of  the  duty  of  the  hearers  of  the 
ftofpel  in  this  their  day :  They  thould  be  much  taken  up 
about  higAwork,  and  the  reviving  of  his  work. — But  what 
is  ycitr  \tovte  that  yc  muft  be  about  ?  Ye  have  been  toil- 
ing ;iU  your  days  :    but  now  Ae  work  we  would  have 

^  ^r apptw  vV'^x'^fW,  ^^c\^^^^^\W.O^'^\^viV^dltt  tbe  after 
to.Q  iiom  Vh.  W\.  \^« 


Upon  Ha'b.  vlu  2*    '         .  f*.j^ 

you  aboHt  is  the  Ijord's  work  :  Revive  tiyH^ri  pn  ike 
midjl  ofthefe  years.  There  are  five  or  fix  works  you  mu& 
be  about  in  your  day.     The 

I.  Thing  he  calls  a  work,  is,  the  gathering  of  a  church 
»    unto  himfelf :    and  who  fhould  be  more  careful  in  tbi^ 
than  you  ?  lia.  xix.  25.  BleJJed  he   Egypt  my  people^  and 
I     AJfyria  the  work  of  mine  hands  ^  and  Ifraehnin^  wheritanl3» 
I    Then  be  careful   about  the  church :   O  Sirs,  this  may 
i    give  a  dsep  challenge  to  many,  that  this  piecie  of  work 
I    has  been  little  cared  for  by  you.     What  care  have  you 
i    ^taken  of  it  i  If  we  were  all  brought  in  to.  give  our  ai\- 
fwer,  what  would  we  fay  i    It  is  true^  we  ar$  no  more 
called  to  be  careful  than  our  ftations  retch  ;  for  magif- 
trates  and  thofe  in  power  you  fee  how  careful  they  hayie 
been  about  that  :    and  look  even  to  miniflers,  and  ie^ 
.what  care  they  have  had  about  his  work.     O,  I  fear^ 
^  minifter^  have  not  been  fo  careful  of  his  church  7k  Vfc 
oiight  to  have  been  :  this  is  lamentable, — ^This  belongs 
to  you  and  every  one  of  you,  in  your  particular  ftation*. 
This  belongs  to  magiftrates  and  minifters,  mafteirs  of.^- 
miliesandlervants:  No,  fay  they,  what  hav^  we  to  do :? 
What  can  we  do  ?    Nothing..    Are  yon  fcnt  into  the 
'^orldto  do  nothing  ?    Ay,  you  fliould  both  do,  and  be 
.  able  to  do :    Though  you  be  not  higli   members,   you 
may  be  ufcful  in  your  llation :    though  not  the  hand  or 
■  the  head,  yet  you  may  be  a  finger  or  toe.     So  we  ihoulji 
be  all  careful  of  the  church  of  God  :    but  what  fliould 
we  do  in  reference  to  the  church  ?  Why,  look  to  th^ 
text ;  and  if  yoti  can  do  more,  hy  out  all  your  intereft, 
all  you  can  do  or  hayc,  for  the  church  in  your  capacity  ; 
and.4f  ye  can  do  no  more,  will  you  pray  for  the  churcii, 
-tlvc  work,  and  intereft  of  God.     Pray  that  he  would  ad- 
vance his  o»vn  work,. and  take  care  of  his  own  church. 
Another  thing  ;    are  we  not  in  a  capacity  to  do  more, 
jeven  to  ride  and  to  run,a»id  to  aft  and  do  for  the  church.? 
Now  who  does  that  ?  We  are  all  at  eafe  t  and  the  work. 
pf .  God  is  laid  bye.     But  fays  the  Spirit  of  God,  Ifaiah 
xlv.  1 1, -^Concerning  the  *ivorks  of  my  hands^  coffitnaiut^e 
Wc^'.— Then,  •  "i 

2.  There  is  the  reformation  and  building  uppfhb 
boufe.  The  houfe  of  God  gets  a  ftop  and  hindrance; 
^ee  then  to  the  building  of  his  houfe  j  fee  Nehemi^jji 
rhap.  iii.  This  was  one  of  hiswoijcs  that  they  vrcjOixo 
fiiU  about ;  to  reform  and  buii4  t^lie' hotufe  *of -GoAik  tii:4t  * 
the  Sabylonian?  h.-id  deftrqyed*:  .you  4Ko.\3A4' Vv^w.  ^^^"^ 
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done :  that  is  one  of  his  works,  and  we  fhould  all  cb« 
deavour  to  do  it.  O  fhat  we  could  get  it  done.  Some 
are  not  in  a  capacity  to  do  this  ;  and  yet  labour  to  do  all 
that  ye  can.  O  Sirs,  we  had  once  a  well  ordered  church: 
but  what  is  it  now  ?  and  what  have  we  done  for  the 
building  up  of  hi3  work  ?  as  in  that  fecond  chapter  of 
Haggai ;  a  fad  word ;  they  made  a  crofs  \  they  wante4 
gold  and  filver,  (5V.  It  is  true,  they  had  many  ene- 
mies  :  they  had  laid  bye  the  building  the  houfe  of  God, 
^d  they  tell  to  building  their  own  houfes :  and  he  f^ 
proves  them  for  it,  chap.  i.  4.  Is  it  time  for  you^  Qf% 
io  dwell  in  your  deled  houfes^  and  this  houfe  ly  nvapt 
Have  not  many  done  fo  now  a-days  ?  And  this  houfe  b 
lying  in  afhes ;  this. is  lamentable  indeed,  that  we  hate 
not  been  careful  in  rebuilding  and  reftoring  the  houfe  i 
Cod.  Let  not  this  man  and  that  woman  ;  but  let  cverf 
4Jne*s  confcience  tell  him  or  her  of  this.     A 

3.  Piece  of  work,  that  the  Lord  calls  his  work  5  an4 
that  is,  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel;  that  we  ihouldtab 
care  of.     We  ihoul4  all  (as  it  were)  hold  our  hands  fat 
about  this  5  were  it  not  for  fomc,  we  woulc^  not  knot 
where  thfe  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would  gp.-r-Ye  Ihould 
promote  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel :  it  is  ox^e  of  b 
works :    it  is  bi$  great  work.     Now  allays.  Sirs,  and 
that  he  fends  fon^e  through  with  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  and  fince  he  is  doing  fo,  ought  we  not  to  take 
^are  of  it  ?    It  concerns  pur  eternal  happinefs  :  and  viS 
it  not  be  an  aggravation  of  our  griefj  if  we  ibaU  be 
found  carelefs  of  it  i    So  that  it  ii  a  wonder,  that  he 
ihould  have  thi$  care  of  us  at  all :  it  is  a  wonder,  that 
this  earth  opens  not  its  mouth  to  fwallow  us  up«  and 
that  we  go  not  down  to.  the  pit,  feeing  we  are  fe  care- 
lefs of  that  which  is  our  etemd  happinefs.     Q  how  care* 
ful'will  we  be  about  our  own  things  in  the  world  !  It  is 
an  old  Proverb,  <<  Who  ihould  care  for  us  who  care  not 
^«  for  Gurfelyes.*' -There  i^  a 

4.  Piece  of  his  work ;  and  that  is,  the  worihip  i 
God,  It  is  called  the  work  of  God,  Neh.  x.  33^  M 
that  was  to  make  an  atonement  for  Ifrael^  and  for  all  il» 
wort  of  tie  Awj/J  rfour  God,  Nchemiah  was  careful  a- 
fcout  iheie  things  j  and  O  that  there  wree  many  Nehcmi- 
^hs  ia  our  day,  to  pray  for  the  work  anrf  worihip  of  GoA 
"We  cannot  tell  what  we  ^re,  nor  what  we  have  done, 
In  order  to  the  worihip  of  the  houfe  of  Qod,  either  ma- 
piftrate,  loinA&ei)  ^  yw^t.^  \s^fet>  01: -Servant :  IJittk 
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cwrefulnefs  aibout  the  houfe  of  God,  and  for  bis  worfhip» 
No  care  is  taken  to  get  it  fet  up  in  our  families :  'O  lit- 
tle care  ampngft  us  that  the  whole  work  pf  God  fhould 
be  fo  feen  unto.     And 

5.  This  is  his  work,  the  work  of  grace  in  your  and 
^y  heart ;  apd  O  how  little  care  is  there  about  that  ?  it 
Is  called  tne  work  of  grace,  \  Cor^  xv,     It  is  one  of  his 
works  \  therefore  you  would  do  well  to  fee  what  care 
you  have  taken  of  that  5    or  how  to  get  it,  or  how  to 
Iceep  it  when  gptten ;  this  is  his  work,  fays  oilr  bleffed 
Lord  himfelf,  Johi^  vi»  29.--T^SrA/J  ix,  thg  work  of  God^ 
that  ye  bsJieve  on  htt^t  wbpn  b.(  hath  fent ,    to  get  faith's 
^xercifes,  when  rocks  pf  teipptjition  are  like  to  drive 
you  over ;  It  is  fit  then  to  get  faith  in  exercife.     O  if 
we  had  faith  tp  lay  hpld  upon  his  prpmifes,  we  might 
ftand  upon  our  feet,  for  all  that  enemies  cpuld  do  unto 
us.     But  we  want  faith,  and  that  takes  ua  off  pur  feet ; 
and  if  we  be  right ,  we  will  pot  join  with  the  courfes  ol" 
thefe  times.     Judge  ye,  they  wanted  faith  tq  believe  that 
he  w«is  able  to  bring  them  through  this  world,  and  yet 
he  was  able  to  lay  down  meat  before  them  ?  Chrift  faid 
vmto  his  difciples,  Lukexxii.  j^.-^^Lacked  ye  any  thing ^ 
and  they  faid^  nothings     The  very  fear  of  want  made  us 
all  go  wrong  I  we  wpt  not,  if  eyer  we  all  ihall  go  right 
again :  and  then  there  is  hi$  grace  ;  not  labouring  to  get 
that  into  our.  hearts  h^^s  done  us  mu^h  eyil.     O  labour  to 
get  it,  if  you  haye  neyer  yet  had  it.     Will  you  fay,  I 
ihall  never  be  fo  indifferent  as  J  have  been  in  this  ?  I 
lived  carelefly  •,  but  I  fhall  never  do  fo  5ig^in  .     Do  nof 
then  want  the  faith  of  his  bearing  you  through :    the 
want  of  the  faith  of  thi^th^si  made  many  of  us  go  wrong 
in  thefe  days  we  live  iiv 

6.  That  iS:  another  pf  his  works,  that  we  have  the 
gftfpel  preached  untp  us^  ^e?  are  ail  par  takers  of  my  grace^ 
Phil.  i.  7^  ;.  e.  of  the.  gofpel.  O  indeed,  if  you  were 
partakers  of  thefe,  good  thuigs,  God  has  laid  thefe  things 
before  you  ;  and  fee  that  ye  caft  not  at  your  meat ;  and 
when  he  offers  oppo;rtunities  unto  you,  liave  a»care  that 
you  caft  not  at  them  ;  let  every  one  of-  you  take  care,, 
that  ye  be  made  partakers  of  the  gofpeij  «ndthflt„  for 
thefe  three  pr  iour  rea$3ns^  ■  .  ^  ,   -  .    ■  < 

I.  Becaufe  wc  have  many  enemies;  therefore jdo  not 
>join  withthemr  Ye  lie  by,^  tmd  fay  nothing*;  that 
•  k  not  engUi^h  J  when  tl\erear>f^  ni;my  ftatci^  enemies, 
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up  nnd  down  the  land,  we.lie  bv.  O  fee  to  tiiis:  \rlial 
is  all  the  malice  and  enmity  of  all  our  enemies,  malig- 
ttantSy  and  prelates^  and  all  thefe  papifts  ?  Do  you  not 
fee  that  the  event  and  up(hot  of  all  their  a£b  is.  What 
fliall  we  do  to  bear  down  all  thefe  pieces  of  God's  work? 
Many  attempts  they  have  made  ;  yet  thanks  be  to  God, 
they  have  not  yet  got  thefe  broken.  Then  have  a  care 
of  thefe  things,  becaufe  they  are  in  great  hazard.  A 
.  2.  Reafon  for  taking  care  of  thefe  woi^,  is,  Be- 
caufe that  they  are  his  works  :  and  if  ioy  then  the  neck 
of  all  your  difficulties  will  be  broken :  if  you  get  the 
vork  of  reformation  and  the  building  of  his  houfe  fet  oo 
foot,  and  have  a  care  of  all  this,  the  reft  will  be  eafy 
vork  :  thefe  mountains  will  become  a  plain  before  you. 
3.  Another  reafon :  as  they  are  his  works,  therefore 
they  fliould  be  taken  care  of;  efpccially  to  have  the 
gofpcl  preached  and  promoted,  and  to  have  the  houfe  of 
God  buildcd,  and  things  in  his  houfe  rectified :  thde 
tend  much  to  the  glory  of  God.  When  all  thefe  things 
go  well  on,  O  what  advantage  will  there  be  in  this  !  and 
M  we  do  not  hy  it  will  be  reckoned  that-  we  are  for  h'u 
diihonour,  and  not  for  his  glory. 

And  then  again  thefe  tilings.  Sirs,  contribute  much 
to  the  edification  of  his  faints,-  and  the  good  of  fouls ; 
to  have  the  gofpcl  preached,  and  the  word  hid  in  your 
hearts,  to  have  the  houfe  of  God  rebuilt,  his  work 
revived,  and  things  brought  unto  its  purity  and  due  or- 
der ;  is  there  not  much  good  in  all  this  ?  and  where  will 
you  get  good,  if  it  is  not  therein  ?  it  is  no  where  eife. 
And 

^^J^h*  They  tend  to  the  falvation  of  fouls  as  well  z\to 

tlicir  edification  ;  thefe  are  the  means :  It  is  the  grace  of 

God  for  our  falvation  that  appears  in  the  gofpel  proach* 

cd  unto  us,  tliat  we  may  be  made  to  deny  aliungodlinefs 

sjnd  flefhly  luf^s.     So  all  this  contributes  much  to  the  , 

falvation  of  fouls  :  will  you  not  be  careful  then  for  thefe  ? 

Sirs,  will  you  not  be  careful  for  your  back  and  belly  (as 

we  ufe  to  fay)  and  worldly  things  ?  it  fhoiild  be  fo.^- 

But  we  fhould  bring  in  the  work  of  God  to  be  the  great 

work.     This  is  your  work,  and  our  firft  work  :  But  we 

bring  it  in  laft.     We  wonder  how  you  think  God  fhould 

be  favourable  unto  us  while  we  do  not  think,  and  make 

God  and  his  work,  our  firft  endeavour  and  main  ftudy 

above  all.     O  that  we  are  fo  negligent  of  ^is^worfc  !  Q 

Sirs,  wonder  ax  l\iv^. 
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Now  for  applFcation,  Since  it  is  fo  that  this  fhoukl  be 
the  great  care  of  all,  to  have  a  irare  of  the  work  of  God, 
revive  thy  ivorhy  &c.  May  Hot  this  daftrine  brifig  home 
a  fad  rebuke  and  challenge  to  many  a  confcience  ?  muft 
not  this  be  a  fore  regret  r  lind  we  fliould  lament  it,  and 
thele  folk  who  are  regardlefs  of  this  muft  have  evil 
confcicnces,  conlidering  how  little  we  and  they  have 
done  for  reforn>ation  and  rebuilding  of  hi&  houfe  and  the 
reviving  of  his  work  and  worihip.*  When  we  refleft  it- 
pon  that,  it  is  a  wonder  we  are  in  our  right  wits  :  it  is 
a  thing  that  brings  on  that  dreadful  fentence  from  God ; 
wo  to  them  that  are  at  eafein  Zioh^  that  are  not  careftfl 
about  the  work  of  God  5  and  thefe  who  lay  themfeives 
by,  and  are  ufelefs  :  and  how  can  they  cfcai>c  this  curfe, 
when  they  might  have  been  ufeful  for  the  work  of  God  ? 
How  can  fuch  as  lie  by  think  to  be  from  under  that 
woe? 

The  next  nfe  of  application  is  this^  is  it  fo  ?  then,  to 
bring  it  home  to  you,  I  offer  thefe  three  motives  \  and 
I  fhall  pais  by  other  things  that  might  be  noticed,  and 
come  to  a  clofc. 

I.  Will  you  be  careful  of  thefe  means,  becaufe  there 
are  few  amongft  many  ?  I  have  little  hope  of  them  that 
will  not  be  careful.^ — ^Thcre  are  many  that  arc  ftated  e- 
."nemic :  thefe  never  regard  the  work.  This  fhonld  en- 
gage us  to  be  careful  about  his  work. — Are  there  any 
careful  for  the  work  ?  "will  you  go  in  amongft  the  reft  ? 
O  that  there  are  fo  few  to  follow  the  Lord,  and  to  be  care- 
iftil  for  his  work  !  Are  not  there  fome  that  once  feemed 
to  be  friends,  and  are  now  enemies  ?  ihould  not  that 
^thcn  prefs  us  all  to  be  friends  to,  and  careful  about  hi* 
work  ?  And  fhould  it  not  put  us  all  upon  praying,  re^ 
vive  thy  work.  He  may  fay  unto  uSy  as  he  faid  unto 
Lis  dTifciples,  iVitl ye  alfo  gi>  anuay^  and  leave  me?  Thefe 
ttat  are  profane,  and  have  a  profeffion,  and  no  more, 
let  them  go  away;  but  you  that  profefs  friendfliip,  wilt 
ye  go  a'^'ay  and  leave  him  ?  will  ye  do  fo  ?  It  is  a  fad 
•matter  to  leave  him.  There  ate  many  works  advanta- 
geous to  you  ;  but  you  never  put  your  hand  to  a  piece  of 
Work  more  advantageous  unta  you  then  this  ;  to  lay  out 
yourfelves  for  God.  I  will  tell  you  amongft  other  things, 
the  Father  likes  not  that  child  that  comes  not  to  him  : 
.Though  he  be  angry  at  them,  he  would  love  them  the 
better,  that  they  come  to  him.  God  loves  his  church, 
though  he  be  angry  at  her.     That  they  come  unto  him. 


When  the  work  of  God  fliall  be  rellored  a 
they  fhall  be  cocnfofted  ^  and  ye  ihall  have  a 
in  with  thenii 

3.  There  is  nothing  mofe  evidences  font 
dren  indeed  than  this,  Pfalra  cxxxvii.  6. — Z 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  m^  moutk^  if  Ipnfer  not  j 
fore  m^  chief efi  joy ^  &c. — AH  Zion's  childr 
and  they  ai'e  but  Edomites  that  mind  not  fa 
tliis  Pfahn  they  arc  called  fo- — And  then  yo 
a  worfc  turn  to  your  own  eftate  inward  or  ou 
to  be  carelefs  of  the  work  of  God.  They 
own  cieled  hoiifes :  but  what  hext  ?  they  had  i 
but  brought  in  little  :  ye  eat^  but  ye  have  not  en 
willfee  it.  Hag.  1^6.  It  was  God's  judgment  upc 
that  are  carelefs,  you  cannot  do  yourfelves  : 
The  reafon  of  this  you  have  in  the  9th  ve: 
mine  houfc  that  is  tvafiej  and  ye  run  every  man 
boufe.  Well,  Sirs,  take  heed  to  this  :  it  is 
houfe  is  lying  defolate,  and  they  are  buildic 
houfes. — But  I  fhall  fay  no  more. 

May  the  Lord  blefs  what  has  been  fpoken 
same  be  the  glory.    Amen. 


N*  B.  Although  this  Sermon  was  neithe 


*fj 


^^'^■^ 
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'fat'tve  mifi  all  appear  before  tht  judgmenUfecA  of  Chrijl  t 

1     /^/  every  one  may  receive  thi  things  done  in  the  lody^ 

'    according  to  that  he  httth  done^  tvhether  it  be  good  or ^ 

bed* 

»  .  •     ■ 

I  FoRENOON^S  SfeRMON.  ] 

*  •  *        * 

•  •  . 

THERE  is  a  geijerdtion  of  irteit  in  thcf  ^orld/that 
tan  neither  be  enticed  nor  cortipclled :  they  can 
heiiher  be  allured  nor  perfuaded  unto  their  duty^  But 
they  and  tlicir  duty  are  at  fuch  variance  ai^d  diftance, 
that  noiliing  will  perfuade  theiii  to  it :  ireither  promifes 
nor  threat cnings,  love  nor  terror,  ftrokes  iior  allure- 
mentSy  nothing  will  perfuade  and  reconcile  them  to  their 
duty.  Again,  there  is  a  number  of  trien  and  women 
that  notliing  will  divert,  or  fepar-ate  theta  and  their  du- 
ty.—I  fay,  they  are  of  the  contraty  difpofition :  No- 
thing will  perfuade  the  one  iinto  their  duty;  and  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  can  feparate  the  Other  from  their  du- 
ty. Paul  was  fuch  a  one  :  It  was  long  ere  he  fell  unto 
duty ;  and  it  wr.s  long  ere  he  was  reconciled  unto  it : 
He  got  a  lore  onfct  oi  the  law,  and  a  terrible  ftroke  of 
F  bumi- 
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trc  jc  msL  21S  11117  -vrrr-  -*rnwcTii"i  xgn 
tii£r.-*3ac  cmzr  =xe  "xnit  "hg  'J>:ci  ^a  jim  lirrns^  nicd, 
he  -VIS  rhe  3xac.  rii^ic  ihctL^  'rr  Ji£  IU17.      N<nr  iie  is 

Bcr  «iLar*3idt3  joa  yszsrnrjt  zr  .cr  !xiizi  xnd  ins  isrr  x 
var'.ancs  icnizi-'-^Siin  csnmrr  :□   ill  •■■m^*ilm*«7n^  as 

Kiaif^    ".2    V^    TO,  :     2ZC    ITT^iillCII    IT   'mrfK'tiirit^ii    cD 

fc;TT<^i^  "IT  LrT*ixz  him.  can  x.  T^idr'jHieniL  ■▼«=»=  3bbt, 
azd  intnlzij  arcm.  fives  lirfu  ^  tcmenms  ■Lmii  K^mSf 
and  Wnnerizizes  ^m.  tzii:  J-^wiik  chiiiriiu  -vizc  cizTc  31  •:&£ 
ICotJidi  rxz3  "ty?*^  csrszxniey  mii  icaitzizce?  "rmti  £ite 
tgrrhrea. :  Tst  acrhin^  crmlii  isanr^  iim  suit  his  dorr 
jn  yr*arnjTg  fic  ^cf^eL  v  2nr  ill  "ie  pr^fci  abnnrd  !b 

5»0fw,  icL  rh.'ii  cLa-tisr  h«  fl-^es  x  rsxcn  xrr  his  irra 
atCiertscs  asro  Iiis  diirr. — I  kacw^  iys  it;,  tlv  mi;*-  ji/ 
appear  jej^n  :.he  judgrminz  ^eac  jf  C.zr-jh  'Wi  ani;r  iJ 
ibzid  ierc  1  I  dba«  preacli,  izxii  7*511  riar  iear^  xu:: 
ftand  befcr*  tl-ia  /nfg-ngrr  Sar  v  and  bccsure  I  nn  :xr- 
faaided  wiaz  2,  :*rribic  jiidj*  he  is,  rier^iibr:;  I  Inriii  :: 
1E.7  work  to  b^ygch  aaen  :.j  ae  rcccnciled  ra  God,  x  :n- 
ireac  rhffm  co  fonake  diCT  ilnfai  ccanis :  Lhereiru 
£w  hCf  I  •Fiii  rr.akg  it  H^arri  z:j  »7rk  ii:  -rrr:::*  rfum 
to  nun  Sratn  rk^:::,  md  'iv;  j  izd  1£  iae7  Trill  acr.  rj 
tell  audi  jwnaade  cieia  ^ii  tiej  r^^M  sic.  T  ':■,  -  ::r 
Inetciff^  riif  Urrzmifzht  Lard  v:e  atrj'iii^Ze   77rv,   o:c.  ' 

Li  the  words  there  oT^  rwc  :hi=:i^  -"rndcer-ijis. 

Firji^  The  dccbriiie  which  is  :cr  ccwti  ji  rh*;  Tcrri  t^ 
read,  /?r  tv  mL,ji  ^l  ^rpfA^r  iepn  z.zt  •-uiT^d^rr  rjx  / 
Chri/.  '      ^  '        ' 

SeacnJ^^f  Tbcre  Is  the  bk  cf  the  cccbrj^e  r?r  imirr:''- 
xnenty  In  the  beginah!?  of  the  iiih.  v,jrti;.  iTwrrrr 
knowMg  t^e  t*mr:  jr'rts?  Lcriy  i%,z^  Or  je  3::.i-7  riki  ^: 
thus  :  there  U  adcctrine  or  prrponcicn  liic.  wjwn  :n  :>ji: 
text, —  Wi  mujl  ail jz and  b'ffhri  tie  J:ja^md  tt    r:rr  j .-'  l  . jr ;. :. 

Then  there  is  the  coBclsiioa  lira-vii  i:*-!!!  it,  '";yh:ci-> 
this, — W:  perfuad^  me,t ;  as  if  he  h.Hi  'lA^^  i::ini£  rii^r? 
will  be  luca  2  da7,  w«  ceale  cc:^  tiijiic  aor  d^v,~i;  ff.r- 

Bat  I  ihall  fpcri  a  wrjrd  to  the  dcca-in^  -,  mJ  ther? 
are  tkeii  three  or  four  thinjs  cofiriderable  it. 

iji^  There  n.uft  be  a  day  of  ju'igip.ent  ;  S?r  there  is  1 
Judge,  and  there  are  parties  to  be  Judged  ;  md  there  i> 
a  reward :  therefore  i:  miut  follow',  thic  there  wBI  be  a 
da;  of  )\idgtDuciu..    i^ai>i 


S 
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2i/jf  There  is  one  that  is  to  be  judge  %  and  i€  is  Je- 
fus  Ghrift  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  Weffed  Trinity ;  who 
is  appointed  of  the  Father  to  be  judge.'-^'IlLeretore  it  is 
icalledi  the  judgment  feat  ofChrtft. 

^dlfy  There  are  thofc  that  are  to  be  judged,  and  thefc 
•are  all  men  \  we  muji  all  appear :  all  that  are  here  and 
-clfe  where  j  all  that  are  dead,  and  all  that  are  living, 
and  all  that  ever  fhall  live }  all  from  Adam  to  the  tnd 
X)f  the  world  fhall  appear  on  this  4^7^  And 
.^  4tilyp  There  is  the  bulihefs  of  the  day  for  which  it 
is  appointed:  it  is  appointed  that  every  one  may  re- 
ceive a  reward  accordmg  to  his  works  :  which  includes, 
Jirft,  an  examination  or  trial ;  after  that  a  fentence  will 
be  pafled  j— and  then  there  will  .be  a  putting  of  the  fen*, 
tence  into  execution^.  Great  will  be  the  bufinefs  of  that 
day. 

We  fhall  draw  all  that  we  intend  to  fay  unto  this  one 
point  of  doftripe, 

P  o  c  T.  That  there  Jball  he  a  day  of  judgment  appointed^ 
nvherein  every  one^  man  and  woman^  fhall  receive  a 
reward  or  punifhmefiti  fuitable  to  the  meafure  of  their 
ivorkf  or  offences, 

In  fpeaking  to  this  point  of  doflx^ne,  I  fiiall  fpeak  k 
word  unto  the  following  particulars, 

I.  That  there  Vill  be  a  general  judgment,  and  what 
are  the  reafons  for  it, 
•    11.  I  fhall  fpeak  a  word  unto  what  day  this  wilt  be, 
,     III.  Who  will  be  the  judge  of  that  day, 

IV.  I  fhall  fpe^k  a  word  to  the  fenteiWi  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  that  fentence.     And 
JLafflyt  A  fhort  word  of  application,  or  what  improve- 
ment we  are  to  make  of  this  great  doftrine*     An4 

I.  There  are  very  good  reafons  why  there  will  be  a 
day  of  judgment.     And 

I.  Becaufe  there  is  many  a  wrong  and  unjuft  fentence 
pafled  here  upon  earth.     Many  times  the  guilty  are  af- 
ibyled,  ?nd  the  innocent  fentenced  and  condemned :  oft* . 
times  the  godly  are  cried  out  agaiuft  and  condemned  as 
malefaftors,  when  the  wicked  of  the  vJOtVdax^xcw'^^^A,^ 
aad  fct  ill  higlp  places.    ThexeforC)  \.\vtT^  TOC^^\>%-a^  ^'s^  _ 
F  z  ^^ 
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of  judgment,  when  all  evil  fentenccsy  all  a£b  of  parllsh 
menty  all  condemnators,  all  perfoas  and  caufes  whatfo-i 
ever,  fhallcome  to  a  hearing  again. — It  fliall  be  s^  day 
wherein  the  righteous  judge  of  all  the  earth,  yfill  icy, 
whether  ye  have  been  right  or  wrong  ju4ged  ;  a,  day  for 
judging  thefe  caufes  that  were  wrong  judged  on  earth. 
Many  times  the  people  of  God  arc  here  looked  upon  as 
bci*etics  and  feditious  perfons  \  bcc^iufe  tjiey  foHow  their 
duty,  and  obey  God  rather  than  man.  Therefore  a  day 
muft  be,  when  fuch  wi^ong  fcntences  muft  be  judg- 
ed and  heard  arnew  again.  But,  you'll  lay,  they  haw 
jaws  and  a6ls  of  parliament  for  all  that  th^y  dp.  It  is 
true,  as  to  the  molt  part  of  aU  the  martyrs  ^hat  have  been 
burnt,  beheaded  and  hanged,  it  was  iVill  the  breaking  of 
a  law,  or  4ifownii>g  ai)  authority  that  wa;s  laid  to  their 
charge,  excepting  a  few  that  have  been  privily  miu-der-i 
cd.  Even  our  Lord  Jclus  hjmfelf,  they  pleaded  the  brea- 
king of  the  law  againft  hin^.  So,  \  fay,  this  is  a  good 
reafon.  This  day  of  judgment  both  muft  and  will  be, 
'  becaufe  of  fo  n^any  wrong  ftntencc?  here  palled  on  eardi. 
This  made  Solon^on  fay,  /  faw  the  place  of  jud-omnt^ 
'that  ivickednefs  was  there;  and  ^he  place  of  ^ightfiupKjs^ 
that  iniquity  was  there ;  and  If  aid  in  mine  heart  that  God 
Jhalljudgf  the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  There  are  many 
wrongs  done,  that  are  never  judged  nor  punilhed  ;  and 
there  are  many  that  are  wrong  judged  j  and  thereiorCj^ 
fays  the  Lord,  there  (hall  be  ^  iblemn  day,  wherein  not 
unly  all  caufes,  but  all  perfons  (hall  be  judged. 

I  allure  yoii,  that  are  followers  of  Chrillj^  it  concerns 
you  to  be  fixed  in  the  faith  of  this  truth  j  for  (omt- 
times  the  people  of  God  will  be  at  this,  th^it  they  know 
nothing  in  all  the  world  that  they  can  take  comfort  or 
encouragement  from,  to  hear  them  through,  but  this  ; 
that  there  is  a  day  con^ii^g  wherein  God  will  judge  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  :  that  there  fhall  be  a  day  where- 
in it  ihall  be  known  who  has  been  the  knave,  and  who 
has  been  the  honeft  man  ;  a  day  wherein  the  people  of 
God  fhall  be  comforted,  and  both  parties  heard  j  when 
the  Lord  will  afk.  Wherefore  was  all  this  blood  fhed  in 
the  city  and  in  the  fields  ?  Wherefore,  and  upon  what 
account  was  this  ?  Why,  blefled  Lcid,  will  the  people 
of  God  fay  ;  it  was  for  adherinjr  to  thee,  and  abiding 
ftedfaft  by  our  covenant  ;  even  f()r  this,  that  we  woul4 
■•^  not  peryareourftVve^^  ?c^d^oT\■\V^t  -a-wvI  dUcUiin  thee.-^ 
Then  will  tYic  lioid  ix^  v^  >Xva  ^\0&sl^  ix;^\  >\\^  ^^sstW.^7^ 
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'tor  :— Yea,  ami  was  ft  for  this  that  ye  took  fo  ma^y 

.  jives,  .and  put  up  fo  many  heads  and  hand?  ?  and  was  it 
even  for  this  thjit  ye  ftigmatized,  imprifoned  and  bani- 

.  £hed  fp  many  ?  and  was  it  for  this,  that  ye  made  fo  maay 
poor  widows  j^d  orphans  ?'  Believe,  believe  it,  Sirs, 
the  bulmefs  will  yet  come  to  a  hearing  again  ;  many  that 
havj:!  b^cn  condemned  here,  will  in  that  day  be  abfolved  ; 

:  jmd  thofe  that  lentcnced  them,  fentenced  with  an  evcr- 
lalling  irrevocable  fentence,  Depart  from  mc,  &c.— • 

•  Therefore,  commit  your  caufe,  cafe  and  bufineft,  in 
the  way  of  well-doing,  unto  the  righteous  Lord,  wlio 
will  make  a  glorious  account  at  that  day  of  thole  who 
(io  fo.  Believe  it,  that  fuchadaywill.be,  that  what* 
ever  itijuftice  ye  fuffer  ?iqw,  yet  your  caufe  will  not  ga 

.  fo  5  but  it  will  come  to  a  hearing  again  :  tlierefore  com- 
init  your  caufe  unto  him  'in  .well-dQingj  0s  to  a  faithful 
Creaior.     A 

2.  Reafon  is,  becaufe  there  are  many  things  hid  and 
fee  ret  now,  that  muft  be  made  manifeft  in  that  day. 
f  Here  are  many  things  done  in  fecret,  of  which  the  m»m 
pifeftation  and  discovery  depend  upon  that  day  :  and 
tliat  is  another  reafon  why  there  muft  be:  a.  judgment - 
day,  wherein   God  will  bring  every  work  to  be  tried, 

"whether  it  be  good  or  evil.     It  will  alio  be  a  diiv  of  re- 

•  compence  :  and  fuch  a  day  muft  be  to  bring  many  hid 
thir>gs  to  light  :  how  many  murderers  have  died,  and 
pever  one  knew  it  ?  how  many  fecret  adulterers,  whore- 

'  iTiongei^s,  witches  and  wizards  have  died,  and  never  man 
knew  it  ?  And  O  the  works  of  darknefs  that  will  be 
brought  to  light  at  that  clay  !  how  niany  hid  hypocrites 
and  fabbnth-breakers  will  that  day  bring,  to  ^ight  ?  and 
for  tills  very  reafon  there  muft  b3  a  day  of  judgment, 
that  many  fecret  and  hidden  things  may  be  made  mani-^ 
feft.     A 

3.  Reafon  is,  becaufe  there  are  fome'horc,  thatpleacj 
tbemfelves  now  to  be  above  the  judgment  of  any  here  ; 
or  that  they  are  not  to  give  a  feafon  for  what  th'^y  cl«> 
here  to  any  hut  God  ;  and  therefore  tiiere  mnfc  be  fucli 
a  day,  wherein  not  only  all  caufes,  but  all  perfons  ftsall 
be  heard  ajid  judged,  be  they  high  or  low,  be  they 
rich  or  poor  :  the  judge  and  the  judged  fliall  be  all 
heard  again.  This  is  another  reafon  for  this  day,  be- 
caufe fome  plead  exemption  from  all  judgrcv^wt  wo\^5 ,  V-.t 
to  give  any  account  for  what,  they  do  ',  utv^Ji  X>rw^\^'I^"^  a. 

dnyofjudgmmt  there  £h*m  be^     A 
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4.  Reafon  I  (hall  obferve,  is  this,  Becaufe  the  peofiie 
of  God  are  longing  for  it :  they  pray  and  cry  for  it,  aod 
they  hope  for  it  ^  and  God  has  commanded  his  peopk 
to  wait  for  it :  it  is  their  defire  :  they  cry,  Come^  IM 
Jefuf^  come  quickly.   '  Axidr^how  long,  O  Lord,  bolj  W 
true,  dojl  thou  not  Judge  and  avenge  our  hlood  on  them  thet 
dwell  on  the  earth  ?  So  the  godly  wait  and  pray  for  it  j 
but  the  wicked  hope  ind  defire  that  it  may  never  be : 
and  whether  will  he  hear  aod  ai^fwcr  the  prayer  of  tBc 
godly,  or  grant  the  defire  of  the  wicked,  think  y??  of 
whether  will  he  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  his  people,  or 
the  hopes  of  his  enemies  ?    And  therefore,  there  muft 
be  a  day  of  Judgment,  otherwife  God  will  ful  to  hor 
his  people.     Apd 

Lafilj,  God  has  been  manifefting  fome  of  his  pro- 
perties \  he  has  been  manifefting  his  mercy  :  he  has  gW 
rifled  and  magnified  it  aboyi^  all  his  other  works  :  there- 
fore, there  muft  be  a  day  for  the  manifefting  of  his  jnf- 
tice  andholinefs  t  now  this  day  will  be  9  folemn  day  of 
the  manifeftation  of  that  property  of  Gk)d  upon  afl 
the  ungodly  by  judgment.  So  much  for  the  reafons  to 
prove  that  fuch  a  day  there  will  ^ndmufl  be. 


II.  A  word  now  to  the  fecond  thing,  and  that  wir 
what  a  day  this  will  be.  In  fpeaking  to  which,  thn^ 
are  five  or  fix  things  obfervable  concerning  this  day.-r- 
And 

I .  I  fay,  it  ftiall  be  the  laft  day ;  the  great  and  terril^ 
day  of  the  Lord.  After  it,  there  fhall  never  be  day  nor 
night  any  more  \  it  is  the  laft  day  :  there  fhall  benodjf 
after  it  :  no  fun,  moon  nor  ftars  5  no  heavens,  no  earthi 
nor  fea  at  all :  all  will  be  then  diflblved,  and  burnt  uf 
nifith  a  fervent  heat.  All  fhall  melt,  and  be  gone  :  youH 
fiiy,  what  for  a  day  will  this  be  ?  I  anfwer,  it  will  be  the 
great  and  laft  day  5  and  as  the  day  will  be  great,  fogrea; 
will  the  tranfaftions  of  that  day  be,  , 

2.  As  it  will  be  a  great  day,  fo  it  will  be  a  terriUe 
day  !  the  great  atjd  terrible  day  of  the  Lord :  O  nothing- 
but  terror  :  terror  within  and  terror  without :  terrible 
to  the  wicked,  unto  many  a  man  and  woman,  terrible  to 
the  perfecutors  and  enemies  of  God  and  his  work. — Ho* 
terrM^t  xo  fee.t\\t.  Son  of  man  coming  in  flaming  fire  to 
take  ven^-e^iTvct  o\\  -zNN.  •Ocv^x? QtVsx'^  ^'l  \\xlQ^itv  !  How  ter- 
rible to  i'tie  l\\e.  ^?LTX\\^'a2*L\Yv<^-:A\^^^\^^^^^  ^ 
agents  iTidm?,  ^NN-a^N  lo'atl^  J^r-v^cnt  \5«a\\  \\r\^^^^^^^S 
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dbjeft  be  terrible  ?  but  men's  hearts  wUl  be  filled  tvith 
terror  \  (o  it  will  be  a  terrible  day  in  tbefe  four  re' 
ipe^  : 

«    I.  In  regard  it  is  the  day  of  accounts  and  reckonings  , 
Tt  is  the   day  wherein  we  muft  reckon  for  all  we  have 
done-)  yea,  for  every  fecret  things  whether  good  or  e^dL 
It  is  a  day  wherein  we  muft  reckon  for  every  day ;  for 

*  every  minute  and  moment  of  time  we  have  had  ;  a  day 
\;rherein  tte  minifter  muft  reckon  for  his  flock ;  the  maf-  . 
Ut  for  his  family  ;  the  parent  for  his' children  \  the  eU- 

^der  for  thofe  of  his  quarter  %  and  the  magiftrate  for  thofe 
■    tinder  his  jurifdi^ion. 

2.  In  refpeft  that  it  is  a  day  wherein  God  will  through- 
ly correct  the  wicked  aud  ungodly  •,  a  day  w:hen  they 
fliall  be  made  to  acknowledge  their  guilt,  and  the  fafts 

*  charged  againft  them  \  a  day  wherein  God  will  libel  his 
enemies,  and  he  will  lead  probation,  and  proy^  it  a-» 
gainft  them  before  angels  and  his  people  :  he  will  then 
lay  open  the  book  of  every  man's  cohfcience,  and  there 
will  be  as  much  found  in  every  man  and  woman,  as  will 
fully  prove  and  fay  amen  unto  the  whole  charge  laid  a^ 
gainil  the  finner.     And 

3.  It  will  be  terrible  in  refpeft  of  the  terrible  fentence 

*  that  will  be  then  pafled  againft  them. — How  terrible  will 
K^  it  be  to  hear  that  fentence  proftDunced,-^D^/)tfr//r«»f 
«:• .  me^  ye  curfed^  unto  everlaflingjire^  prepared  for  the  devil 

and  his  angels  I 

4.  It  will  be  alfo  terribk  in  refpeft  of  the  execution 
of  the  lenience  j  terrible  to  hear  the  fhrieks  and  cries  of 

.  the  damned  j  terrible  to  hear  the  cries  of  kings,  princes^ 
earls,  lords,  lairds,  captains,  rich  and  poor,  high  and 
low  i  to  hear  millions  and  millions  of  millions,  crying  t9 
kills  and  r.ifinntains  to  fall  on  them,  and  cover  them  from 
th^face  of  the  Lamb  I  for  yonder  he  is  coming  whom 
we  defpiied  *,  and  his  blood  we  had  in  ourofter  forwafti- 
iiig  away  of  fin  j  but  we  defpifed  and  trampled  it  under 
foot.  O  fuch  aery  will  then  be  :  ycnder  he  is  coming, 
that  is  to  be  my  judge,  that  I  would  not  have  reign  over 
ine: — And  ivho  can  fi and  in  the  day  of  his  wrath  ?  It  will 
be  terrible  to  hear  the  cries  of  damned  reprobates,  cry- 
ing to  hills  and  mountains,  which  cannot  hear ;  yonder 

•  tnbe  is  coming  whom  I  refufed  and  would  not  hear,  when 
"  he  ottered  to  make  peace  with  me. 

3<//v,  As  it  will  be  a  terrible. day  to  ftrarv^^T^^^o'v!^ 
will  be;  3  joyful  day  to  firiends>  thiit  is,  to  \\w&  ^^vnx^  \  -x 
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diyof  joy  and  Ringing  dffong!;,  a  day  of  redemptibrif 
confohtion  and  falvation,  foiiiething  of  this  is  fpoken  of^ 
I(a.xxv.  9.  Lo^  this  is  our  God:  njue  have  nvaitedfor  him  I 
anf  hh  wiit  corns  ofidfavd  us^  He  is  coming  to  reteive 
them  to  hittifelf,  and  to  take  vengcJance  on  his  etieniies, 
and  die  troiiblers  of  his  Ifrael.  This  will  caufe  joy  in 
the  hearts  of  the  godly  j  he  is  coming  ;  but  he  is  my 
brother  that  is  coming;  Indeed,  if  our  judge  were  our 
chcmy/  as  he  is  to  the  wicked,  we  might  fear  it ;  or  if 
the  devil  and^icked  men  were  to  be  our  judges  :  but  it 
is  he  who  loves  our  fouls,  and  whom  our  fouls  love, 
who  is  to  be  our  judge  :  it  is  Jefus  Chrift  who  (hed  his 
blood  for  us,  that^  died  for  us  that  we  might  live  :  and 
Will  he  rtow  condemn  us  i  And  what  a  joyful  "meeting 
muft  this  be. 

4fA/y,  As  it  will  be  a  joyful  day,  fo  it  Will  be  ^  won- 
derfiil  day-.  Every  thing  in  it  will  have  a  more  wonder- 
lul  and  aftonifhing  afpeft  than  another.  It  will  be  a  day 
wherein  there  fliall  be  nothing  but  wonders  of  wonders  j 
fo  that  ^^  have  need  of  faith.  It  will  be  wonderful  td 
fee  all  pcrfoiis  that  ever  lived,  live,  or  fhall  live  in  the 
world,  gathered  urito  one  place,  and  appear  before 
Chrift  :  it  will  be  Wonderful  to  fee  him  that  was  mock- 
ed, buffeted  and  fpit  upon,  judged  and  condemned  be- 
fore Pontius  Pilate ;  to  fee  him  arraign  and  pahnel 
them  before  his  judgment  feat. 

5//^/);,  As  it  will  be  a  great,  a  terrible,  a  joyful  and  a 
wonderful  day  ;  fo  it  will  be  an  uncertain  day.  It  will 
give  you  no  warning  of  its  coming  :  it  will  come  as  a  thief 
in  the  night.  It  will  come  unexpe6led  and  unlookcd  for, 
both  by  faint  and  iinner^  Some  will  be  reading,  pray- 
ing, meditating  and  preaching  :  others  Will  be  fwearing, 
lying,  ftealing,  whoring,  and  drinking.  It  is  true,  there 
will  be  figns  before  it,  fuch  as,  the  fun  will  be  darkned, 
the  moon  turned  into  blood,  i^c.  There  are  alfb  fonie 
general  tokens,  that  it  will  not  be  as  yet,  becaufe  the 
fcripture  is  not  yet  fuUlilled :  there  are  certain  things 
promifed  fpoken  of  irt  fcripture  to  be  before  it,  to  be 
yet  accompliihed.  I  fay  it  is  a  day  moft  uncertain ; 
therefore  nvatch  and  pray^  for  ye  I  how  not  the  day  nor  the 
honry  when  the  /on  of  tnan  Cometh 4     But 

Lnjlly^  It  will  not  only  be  an  uncertain  \  but  it  will  b^ 
%  day  of  gathering  together,  and  a  parting  day,  a  day  of 
reparation  \  e^civ  fuch  a  day  jis  never  was  or  fliall  be  the 

like 
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like  again  :  the  fheep  Ihall  be  feparated  horn  the  goats  ; 
iand  rlie  Kicked  fhall  (land  in  the  affembly  of  traitorSi — 
It  will  part  many  a  king  and  his  fubjefts  ;  minifter  and 
his  iiock,  mailer  and  fervant,  parent  and  child  j  it  fhali 
be  litch  a  parting  day,  that  two  men  Jball  he  lying  in  one. 
bed  :  the  onejhall  bs  taken y  and  the  other  left ;  the  one  fa-  . 
ved,  and  the  other  condemned.  Many  an  old  acquairi- ' 
taace  and  relation  ihall  be  feparated ;  even  the  huiband 
and  the  wife,  the  one  fliall  be  fet  on  the  right  hand  and 
the  other  on  the  left  :  it  will  fet  the  king  and  his  fub-* 
jeift,  the  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the 
left  ;  it  \vill  let  the  f^ithcr  on  the  right  hand,  and  the 
"ion  en  the  left.  As  it  ^viIl  be  a  day  of  meeting,  fo  it  will 
be  a  day  of  parting,  even  of  near,  and  dear  relations  ne- 
ver to  meet  again.  It  will  be  an  cverlafting  feparation.. 
Thofc  on  the  right  hand  Ihall  immediately  pafs  into  glo-* 
ry^  and  fobe^or  ever  with  the  Lord  :  fo  the  other  fhail 
►  depart  to  be  for  ever  with  the  devil  and  his  angel*  iu  e^  * 
t:eriafting  torment^     The 

III.  Thing  I  propofed  to  fpeak  to,  was,  who  ihall  be 
the  Judge  ?  A  day  of  judgment  there  will  be  •,  but  who 
v/ill  be  the  judge  in  that  day  ?  It  is  Galled  in  the  text, 
t he  judgment-fiiat  of  Chrift  j  Jefus  Chrift  the  fecond  per- 
fon  of  the  blelled  Trinity  is  appointed  judge  ;  and  that 
'  forthefereafons: 

1.  The  Father.has  given^  it  unto  the  Son  as  a  reward 
for  undertaking  the  work  of  man's  redemption,  and  for 
all  his  fiilferings  in  the  accomplifhingof  that  work;  and 
has  put  this  honour  uix>n  him  to  be  the  judge,  becaufe  he 
is  the  Sc7i  of  ranu. 

2.  Chrill  is  appointed  judge  for  the  comfort  of  his 
own  people,  tn:it  they  may  come  the  more  boldly  unto 
him  :  and  will  it  not  be  comfortable  and  encouraging  for 
them  to  come  unto  him,  who  is  their  elder  brother, 
friend  and  hu{band  •,  and  not  only  fo,  but  who  fpared  no 
pairjs  in  coming  down  from  heaven  to  ihed  his  heart's 
blood  for  their  fulvation.     And 

3.  That  it  may  be  to  the  greater  terror  and  confu- 
fioh  of  the  wicked.  "What  terror  will  it  be  to  thofe 
who  judged  and  perfecuted  him  in  his  members  on 
t-trth  ;  nny,  to  fee  him  they  thus  rcje<Sled  and  flighted 
to  be  their  judge  ?  If  it  had  been  anotherj  the  mat- 
ter would  have  been  thelefs  ;  bi*it  it  is  he  that  IK^dvcv 
xny  o3lr  :  it  is  he  whoit^  blood  foj  c\eutifkti^\  xti^ai^^^  's^.tv^l 
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trampled  under  foot^  and  counted  an  unholy  tbitig  .•  its 
he  whom  I  perfecuted  in  his  members,  Is^c^  thjtt  is  now 
to  he  my  judge. 

Here  it  may  be  enquired,  who  arc  the  perfons  t0bc 
judged  ?  I  anfwer,  it  is  all.•^•i^9r  nve  mtift  all  appear  he^ 
fore  the  judgment-feat  ofChrtfi.  All  that  arc  living^hare 
lived,  or  ever  fhall  live  ;  all  rieh  and  poor,  high  and 
low,  old  and  young,  godly  and  ungodly,  fools  and  vrife, 
the  compiler  and  the  fufferer,  the  perfecutor  and  the 
perfecuted ;  he  that  has  been  falfe,  and  he  that  has 
been  fiuth^l  in  his  covenant ;  all  muft  and  fiiaH  appear 
there  without  exception^ 

IV.  I  fhall  now  fpeak  a  word  to  the  fcntence  that 
fhall  be  pailed  :  and  there  are  two  kinds  of  fentences  ta 
be  pafled  r  the  firft  upon  the  godly  in  thefe  words,— 
Come^  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father j  inherit  the  kingdom  prepaf 
edfbr  you^  6cc.  the  other  upon  the  wicked  in  this  oiao- 
ner, — Depart  from  me,  ye  curfedj  into  everlafUng  fire^fn* 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  And  then  the  execQ' 
tion  of  this  fentence  without  all  remedy  and  delay  will 
follow  :  there  wiH  be  no  intermiffion  or  interval  bctwbd; 
the  fentence  and  its  executionr  Judges  here  will  pafs 
a  fentence  of  death  %  but  defer  the  execution  of  thatfea- 
tence.— But  no  fooner  will  the  judge  pronounce  that 
fentence.  Depart  from  me^  &c.  but  the  finner  muft  a- 
way  without  delay. — And  again  here  there  fhall  be  no 
pity  r  though  the  finner  fhould  cry  out,  O  judge,  give 
me  leave  but  to  fpeak,,  and  hear  me  but  one  word  :  no, 
there  is^  no  hearing  now^  but  an  irrevocable  fentence 
pafl  and  put  In  execution. — ^Then  many  a  man  and  wo^ 
man  fhaH  cry  out.  Hear,  dear  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
me  :  I  thought  that  thou  waf);  all  mercy.  But  he  fhall 
anfwer,  it  was  merty  that  was  offered  unto  thee  many 
a-day  ;  but  thou  refufedft  that.  Then,  Grace,  grace, 
will  the  finner  cry  :  But  the}udge  fhall  then  reply,,  ma- 
ny a  day  thou  hadft  grace  in  thy  offer  j  but  thou  refufedft 
it :  Now,  the  day  of  mercy  and  grace  is  gone./— It  will 
then  be  in  vain  to  cry,  open,  open  unto  us,.  Lord;  and 
cafl  us  notiftlfo  this  place  of  torment  f  for  tihc  judge 
will  not  hear  :'  he  wilt  have  na  more  pity  r  but  fay,  De* 
ril,  take  and  hind  them  hand  and  f oof,  and  carry  thcmi^ 
prifon,  and  there  will  be  no  refiflance,  away  they  xaatt* 
Now,  the  doot  of  mercy^  the  door  of  hope  is  fhut :  nB 
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between  fatan  vini  an  evU  cpnfcieace  on.  the  one  ^e^  on 

.     ^e  other  ^  fide  bis  2i>after  carries  him  off.  to  everlafting 

,  torment.     And  O  who  is  a^le  to  expreis  the  thoughts 

x>{  the  fixina''s  hea^,  .when  he  is  adjudged  to  the  conb- 

'  pany  of  devils  and  damned  fplrltS)  eycrtafting  fire  .an4 

cvcrlafjing  darknefs,  for  cyer  j^nd  ever  f  That  is  the  con^ 

cluiion  ptihe  fentence  of  the  wijcfped.    ,  And  the  jconclq- 

fionof  the  fpntence  of  tji<e  godly,  is,  Come,  enter  into  the 

Joy  of  your  Lord  : — And  they  Jb fill  be  for  ever  with  the 

Lord. 

Before  I  come  to  the  application,  I  might  give  you 
fome  reafons  or  motiyes  that  caufed  me  to  pitch  upon  this 
^    text  at  this  tinj?.     And 

1/  That  it  might,  imprint  orkavc  fome  ftrong  impret 
iion  of  this  day  upon  your  hearts  :  for,  I  think  it  is  lit* 
tic  bejieyed,  and  ^s  little  thought  of  by  the  moft  part. 
The  wicked  hope  it  fljall  neyer  be  ;  ap4  for  the  godly, 
^  $hey  do  not  firmly  believe  it.  Therefore^  I  f:hpfe  this 
;  /ubjeft,  to  fee  if  it  wquld  leave  fpme  impreflion  on  your 
.  hearts.  I  remember,  I  have  b^ard  of  fpme  who  faid, 
i  they  never  faw  a  great  gathering  of  pepple,  but  it  brought 
J  jthis  awful  day  ii>to  jheir  Feniei?obranc/?, 
,  2.  It  may  be,  fome  pf  ypu  will  be  brought  before 
^  man's  judgnjcntrfe^t,  aii4  even  for  this  day's  work,  ere 
^'  it  be  long.  The  Lord  has  made  this  trial  go  through 
jj.  the  land  j  and  it  ,ha^  ijot  only  come  tp  the  lord,  laird, 
-  and  great  man  \  but  even  to  the  ffiepherd  lad,  and  the 
^  kitchen  n^aid^.  Thefe  have  been  made  the  objefl:  of  the 
;  malice  of  this  ungodly  generation,  Well,  Sirs,  believe 
^  this,  that  although  it  (hpuld  be  fp,  the  bufinefs  will 
^'  come  to  a  hearing  agaii^  \  your  caufe  flxall  yet  be  heard, 
.  and  ajt  that  day  ypu  0iail  have  a  better  advocate  for  you, 
•  jtjian  any  that  fhall  be  againft  yoii.  If  this  were  beliey^ 
J  ed,  there  wpuld  bemQre  pourage  ^han  what  is  amongft 
,.    us.    The 

Laft  motive  i§  this,  that  ye  may  npt  only  be  made  to 
lay  fin  and  duty  in  the  balance  %  but  that  ye  may  be 
I^rought  to  fay,  I  durft  not  quit  Chrift,  nor  negleft  to 
hear  an  pflfer  of  falv^tion,  when  I  might  have  it,  for  all 
^he  hazard  thaf  might  come  upon  me  :  and  ye  mufl  not 
negleA  this,  a$  ye  will  be  anfwerable  for  it  at  this  great 
:day  of  judgment. 

But  I  come  now  to  a  word  of  improvement  cSp*  what 
has  been  fgoken  j  I  fhall  give  you  thefe  ufe^  ot  xi^t.  ^^c.-s 
urine* 
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USE  I,  Wc  wonld  dcfirc  and  intreat  you  to  labour 
to  be  fixed  in  the  belief  and  fidth  of  this  fo  often  confir- 
med a  truth,  that  there   fhall  be  a  day  of  judgment. 
The  patriarchs  make  mention  of  it :  the  prophets  make 
mention  of  it  :  Chrift  hinifclf  fpeaks  of  it  :    and  it  is  a 
truth  commonly  known  and  confirmed  in  fcripturc  :  and 
ytt  little   believed.     Enoch   the  feventh    from   Ad?m 
Ijpcaks  of  it  :  Joel  fpeaks  of  it :    Malacbi  mentions  it, 
ieholdthe  day  cometh  ihatjhall  hum  as  an  ovetiy  &c.      Pawl 
fpeaks  of  this  day,  Heb.  ix.  27.  Atid  it  />  appointed  Lfth 
ftien  $f:ce  to  dicy  hut  after  this  the  jud^nent.      And  there-* 
fore  it  mufl  be  fo,  if  ye  believe  Chrift  or   his  apoftles, 
hi  ye  will   believe  patriarchs  both  before    and    after  the 
flood  5  all  make  mention  of  it  -,    if  ye  belie\ne  the  wnrd 
of  God,  ye  cannot  deny  this  great  truth,'    Thethingl 
woTild  prei's  upon  you  from  this,  is,  to  labour  to  believe 
this  well-known  and  confirmed  truth,  and  make  it  ap- 
pear by  your  pradice,  that  ye  believe  it  ;  by  your  hear- 
ing, reading,   conferring^  fpeaking,  praying,    ^c,  yes, 
by  your  eating,  drinking,  and  every  other  action  in  liic, 
that   you  believe  2,  day  of  judgment.     But  your  carelcC-i 
fuperficial,  trifling  way  of  the  performance  of  duty,  and 
Tour  omimon   of  commanded   duty,  carelefs    praying, 
iicaring   and  reading,  fay,  ye  want  the  belief  of  tL.s 
truth.     The  grofs  commiflion  of  forbidden  fins,  f?.ys, 
ye  want  the  belief  of  this.     The  great  profanity,  infc-s 
briety,  perjury,  covenant-breaking,  and  all  iuch  things 
fay,  that  ye  believe  not  this  truth.     "What  is    the  rea- 
fon   the   drunkard  continues   in   his  drunkennefs,  the 
perfecutor  periecutes  ftill  ?    or  what  is  the  reafon  that 
'     fome  will  venture  on    indignation  of  God    before   they 
■venture   upon   the    indignation    of  men,    or     that    {a 
many  have  forfaken  God  and  forcfworn  themfelves  ;  but 
even  the  want  of  this  great  doctrine  ? — Fix  yourfelvcs 
in   the   faith  of  this,  that  you  muft  appear  before  the 
judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dend  ;    and  anfwer  for  all 
that  ye  have  ever  thought  or  wrought  5    and  the  caufc 
of  God  fhall  never  be  wronged  by  you.     But  fo  long  r«s 
ye  want  the  faith  of  this,  ye  fhall  never  do  that  which 
is  really  good. 

U&E  2.  Labour  not  only  for  a  retional  belief  of  it  j 
but  for  a  faith  or  belief  that  may  affocl  the  hear: :  and  to 
help  you  to  this, 

1.  Consider  Vvo"^  cetX.'jCwi  Ve  Vs..    It.  k  a  truth  beyond 
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If  yc  believe  God's  word,  ye  rauft  believe  this.alfo. — Shajl 
Jill  other  things  there  fpoken  of  come  to  pafe,  and  this 
one  thing  fail  ?  wilt  thou  cdnfider  fbr  the  bearing  down 
of  unbelief,  that  it  depends  n'pon  no  Icfs  then  the  faith- 
fulncfs  of  God,  and  therefore  is  moft  certain. 

2.  Confider  how  near  it  is.  It  is  now  a  long  time 
iince  it  was  faid,  ^e  end  of  alt  things  is  at  hanjy  &c.  It 
is  not  only  certain  that  it  will  be,  but  it  is. certain  that 
it  is  not  far  ofF,     And 

3.  Confider,  how  much  of  your  bufinefs  depends  upon 
that  day.  The  bufinefs  of  the  eternal  damnation  and 
ialvation  of  fouls  ;  the  bufinefs  of  abfolution  or  condem-. 
nation  depends  upon  the  decifions  of  that  day ;  and  there- 
fore labour  to  believe  that  fuch  a  day  will  certainly  be. 

life  3.  A  third  word  of  ufe  is  this  to  exhort.  And 
I.  To  make  your  acquaintance  with  your  judge.  La-* 
J  bour  to  get  him  to  be  your  friend;  Labour  to  get  him  to 
.  lake  your  caufc  in  hand.  Labour  to  have  your  iniqui- 
i  tics  blotted  out,  and  to  make  peace  with  him,  while  ye 
:  are  on  the  way  :  and  labour  to  li^ve  him  for  yqur  Lord, 
^-    teacher,  and  intcrceffor, 

J. .       2.  Watch  and  pray.     Be  always  upon  your  guard  : 
-     Be  always  ready ^  for  ye  know  not  the  day^  ncr  the  hour^ 
.    luhen  the  Son  of  man  cometh^     "\Vait  all  the  days  of  your   . 
J    appointed  time.     And 

3.  From,  the  faith  of  the  do^lrlne  I  would  prcfs  you 
■  to  the  duty  of  moderation  andfobriety,  This  is  the  vc^ 
ry  ufe  the  apoftle  makes  of  this  point,— ^r /;6>  end  of  all 
things  is  at  hand.  Therefore,  fays  he,  let  your  modern* 
tjofi  be  hnoivn  io  all  men  : — and  ivaich  and  be  fiber »  O  let 
It  be  known  by  your  moderate  ufe  of  the  world,  and 
the  pleafures  tliereof,  that  ye  have  the  firm  belief  of  this 
.    truth  inftamped  upon  your  fouls.     And 

Lajllyy  You  fhould  be  making  ready  for  this  day  :  be 
ftudying  to  be  mortified  to  the  allurements  of  this  life, 
AVherc  is  the  foul  that  can  fay,  I  am  ready,  Evenfi 
comcy  Lord  Jefus  ?  Wlicre  is  the  foul  amongll  you  that 
can  truly  fay,  I  have  nothing  to  do?  I  have  got  the  world 
crucified ;  I  have  got  the  upper  hand  of  my  corruptions, 
I  am  even  praying, — waiting, — and  longing  for  that  day. 
Have  you  fiich  a  lothing  of  the  world.  Sirs,  that  yc 
.  would  be  content  now  to  fee  the  throne  credling,  and 
the  Son  of  man  coming  and  fet  thereon  ? 

Noiy,  [hr  d  CoiidufiQTi)  I  would  give  "^fou  tom^  ^v-* 
rci^tlons.     And 
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\fi^  Labour  to  make  Aire  your  intereft  in  Chrtft.    I4. 
bour,  and  be  at  more  pains  to  be  gflured  of  that.    La- 
|x)ur  to  be  iportified  unto  all  other  things ;    and  nmr 
think  to  jget  fure  gripes  of  eternal  life^  till  ye  come  to 
loofe  your  ^pes  ot  the  world  and  all  the  pleafiires  thertr 
of    Labour  to  fpeak,  pray,  hear,  conrer^  ;ui4  dp  ah 
other  duties,  as  thefe  that  beUei^  that  £rpat  trut]i|  wf 
muji  fill  appear  befin  ihf  j^i^ment  fefit  of  Cbrtft.     Watt 
circumfpedlly  \  and  the  more  be^aufe  this  is  an  unciTf 
cumfpeA  and  ungodly  generation.     It  will  not  excufe 
you,  that  ye  lived  in  the  world  in  an  evil  time,     hx^  0 
but  it  be  a  doleful  time,  fince  the  gofpel  was  removed ; 
^  dreadful  time,  fince  Chrift  and  his  ordinances  wen; 
from  amongft  us, — Neither  vill  it  excyfe  you,  that  yc 
lived  under  a  lifelefs,  and  (J  may  fay)  a  go41efs  miniftiy: 
therefore  be  not  conformed  unto  this  prefect  world;  bot 
walk  circumfpedlly  and  wifely.    There  is  paany  a  (onlia 
hell,  that  might  have  been  in  heaven  finqp-  the  gofpd 
was  remQved  (h^d  it  been  fo  determined)^     There  is 
many  a  foul  drinking  in  the  ppifpn  of  fin  and  fuperfHd- 
on,  and  wallowing  therein,  that  the  gofpel  might  have 
))een  a  rne^n  of  keeping  frpm  fuch  a  ruining  courfe. 
And  will  ye  ticll  me  whp  fhall  be  the  men  that  will  get 
inoft  fkaith  of  the  Prelates  and  Epifcopai  govemmenti 
and  have  reafon  to  curfe  them  ere  all  be  done  ?  Fll  tdl 
you,  it  (hall  not  be  the  people  of  God,  for  all  the  fufiw- 
mg  and  hardihips  they  have  put  them  to  :  no,  it  fhall  e* 
ven  be  thofc  who  have  chofen  that  government,  and  arc 
joining  ^ith  them  that   arc  perfccuting  the  people  oif  I 
of  God  this  day*  that  flxall  have  moft  reafon  to  curfc   ; 
them.     The  Lord's  people  have  reafon  to  pity  thcmr   : 
The  day  is  f^ft  coming  that  they  fhall  be  made  to  fay, 
woe  unto  us,  that  ever  we  gave  you  a  call;  and  woe  unr       ; 
tto  yoi;  that  ever  ye  embraced  our  call :  for  from  the  time       / 
ye  came  tp  be  our  miniftcrs,  ttc  took  liberty  unto  outr      t 
felves  to  fin,  to  4rhik>  whorc^  fwe^r,  and  fovefwear  our?      f. 
felves,  and  commit  almpft  all  forts  of  wickednef^ ;  and 
ye  have  been  the  caufc  of  it :   for  we  knew,  yc  would 
never  reprove  us  for  it.     They  th^t  uphold  them  now^ 
ihall  only  have  reafon  tp  curfe  them  i  and  for  the  godly 
they  h^ve  got  leafl  fkaith  of  them,  and  they  have  Icaft 
reafon  to  curfe  them :  they  may  well  take  a  part  of  your 
gear  and  moveables  :  that  ye  may  fpare. — Well,  Sirs, 
get  ik^t  faath  ti{  xVds^  that  this  day  will  be^  and  none  can 
^  \^d» 
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lltildei*it :  dl  the  world  cannot  hiridei*  it  ari  kotir  ot  mo- 
ment.    He  that  will  comcy  Jhall  come,  and  tifill  not  tarry  : 
^lipugh  they  have  hindred  many  a  preaching,  many  con« 
yenticlds,  (as  they  call  them)  yet  all  the  kings  that  ever 
vt»s  fhall  not  be  able  to  hinder,  or  retard  this  day :  it  is  a 
day  whei'eiri  the  Lord's  people  ihall  be  admitted  int6 
communion  with  himfelf :   he  fliall  exalt  them  abov^  . 
kings  and  prirlces  i  for  they  Jhall  he  kings  andpriejls  unto 
God  and  the  Lamb  fo¥'  ever.     The  poorcft  man  or  wo- 
man that  has  an  intereft  in  Chrift)^  however  contempt- 
Able  here,  (hail  fit  abotre  kings,  queens,  princes,  diikes^ 
tnftrquifes,  earls  and  lords  of  the  earth :  nay  more,  they 
ihall  be  aflefTors  with  Jefus  Chrifi:  in  judgment, — Knono 
ye^  nut  that  the  faints  Jhall  judge  the  worlds  &c. 

"xdly.  Try  in  whjtt  ftate  you  af  e  :  v^iiether  iil  the  ftate 
,  and  cafe  that  your  mother  left  you  in  ?  whether  ye  be  in 
\  a  Aate  of  nature  or  grace  ?  whether  ye  be  tiorn  again  or 
\  not  ?  Seek  your  donverfion,  and  never  reft  t^H  ye  attain 
\^  to  know,  that  you  fliall  be  freed  from  that  heavy  fen<»' 
J  tence,  that  fhall  be  paiTed  upon  the  ungodly.     And.  \ 
^1     3^h*  ®^  niuch  in  the  excrcifes  of  making  ready  for 
:  this  day :   labour  to  be  preparing  for  it.     Make  it  an  e- 
5  Tery  days  worky  to  put  fomething  forward  in  order  ta 
J  preparation  for  this  day,  O  it  is  a  great  matter  to  come  to 
8  judgment :  fome  think  it  a  great  thing  to  appear  before 
I  men's  judgment  feat,  (as  it  indeed  is).     But  this  b  a 
,  greater  matter  to  appear  before  the  judge  of  all  the 
World. — Labour  to  get  an  acqu^intonce  with  your  judge; 
to  have  him  not  only  your  friend  but  your  advocate ; 
labour  to  have  all  your  bills  of  defence,  right  and  in  or- 
der againft  that  day. 

/^thly.  Be  much  in  meditation  and  in  the  thoughts  of 
your  latter  end,  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  O  that  they  nvere  wije^ 
that  they  underjlood  this,  that  th;ty  'would  conjider  their  tat'* 
ur  end.  It  is  a  fpccial  piece  of  wifdom  to  be  preparing 
for  death:  it  will  niake  you  be  much  in  preparing  for 
judgment.  Improve  time  5  for  there  is  much  of  it  fpent 
and  away :  Gray  hairs  appear  (amongft  you)  here  and 
there :  there  is  much  ofyour  work  undone ,  and  upon 
the  improvement  of  time  ftands  the  bufinefs  of  life  and 
death,  heaven  and  hell.  Therefore  redeem  the  timer 
be  doubling  your  diligence.  Improve  the  time  that  yet 
remains :  redeem  it  j  take  a  part  of  it  fromr  your  irorfc^ 
from  your  flcep,  your  meat.     Reftrw:n  yout  Vwxwxvfwa  va.\ 
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'Upon  2  Cor.  v.'io.  '  6i 

^htr^fbre  hwivihg  the  terror  6f  the  Lori^  ivs  perfuade  Men» 
We  have  already  ipoken  to  the  propdfition  or  dodbrine: 
"VVf  come  now  to  ipeak  of  the  concllillon  dfawn  thercr 
from  :  And  it  may  be  taken  up  in  thefe  two  things. 

ijly  What  Paul  rcfolves  to  make  his  work,  viz.  to 
perfuade  mvti» 

^dlyy  What  it  w?s  that  moved  him  to  make  this  his 
work.  His  work  is  to  perfuade  men  ;  the  motive  that 
moved  him  to  do  fo,  that  is  the  confideration  and  know- 
ledge of  the  terror  of  the  Lord.  By  terror  is  fignified  ei- 
ther the  power  and  terror  of  his  peffon,  or  elfe  the  ter- 
ror of  this  great  judgment  day.  Therefore  knowing  the 
terror  cf  the  Lord  we  perfuade  men. — The  doctrine  is 
thir,: 

DocT.  It  is  the  duty  of  minifiers  to  perfuade  men. 

But  becavfe  this  is  an  imperfeft  propofition  of  itfelf^ 
I  liiall  fpeak  a  word  to  thefe  few  things  following. 

I.  What  it  is  that  miiiifters  are  to  perfwade  men  of* 

II.  What  are  the  grounds  upon  which  they  are  to  be 
perfuaded.     And 

III.  Give  fome  reafons  why  it  is  fuch  a  difficult  work- 
to  pcribade  men  of  thefe  gofpel  truths.     And 

r       Ltifily^  A  word  of  application* 


f         I  return  to  the  firft  of  t*iefe  particulars* 

'  I*  What  it  is  that  minifters  are  to  perfuade  men  of* 
':  The  particulars  are  not  fet  down  ift  the  text ;  ...for  that 
I  would  have  run  to  a  great  length ;  and  thrfcfort  he 
^  fpeaks  only  in  general.  But  I  find  theft  twelve  things 
'  mentioned  in  fcripturc,  that  we  have  in  commiilion  to 
\     perfuade  yon  of.  '  . 

I.  We  are  to  perfuade  men  to  be  convinced  of  iin, 
and  converted  unto  Jefus  Chj?ift.  We  are  to  perfuade 
the  ungodly  and  profane  to  turn  and  live  \  and  if  they 
will  not  turn,  they  muli  burn  for  ever.  Turn  ye^  and 
li%H\:  why  will  ye  die^  O  houfe  of  Ifrael?  That  is  one 
thing  we  are  to  perfuade  you  of,  to  tell  you  that  Chrift 
is  ftanding  at  the  door  and  knocking ;  and  he  will  tak^. 
it  ill,  if  you  refufe  to  open  unto  him.  llu-^  ^T^X.n^\Ti% 
to.  perfutidc  you  qi  the  ncceiEty  of  coiANcr&ott  N^CfcV  cpt 
t}ie  n€w^binh 'y  and  rbat  except  vcbe\vo\^^  -^e  ^^.'jSi.x^^* 
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ver  be  happy  >  and  we  £nd  this  >work  t9:^  l^.vori^^f 
both  prophets  and  apoftles.  JeronialircnBf  ^  ^,4i^f^ 
baciflidingchiidren^  and  Invill  heal  y^ur-^ik/^dif^f^^, 
liL  2a.  Ezekiel  fays  the  fame,  chap» xkxUI.  \hm  ^twm 
ytf  turn  ye  andlive^  for  why  %uiU  ve  die,  O  boufe  t^^Ifradl 
Solomon  makes  this  alfo  his  work,  Prov.  i.  20.  23.  Wjf' 
dom  crieth  without;  Jhc  uttereth  her  voife  in  the  greets  i— 
turn  ye  at  my  reproof.  Jefus  Chrifl  himfelf  makes  this 
his  work :  lays  he.  Except  ye  repent ^  ye  Jhall  all  liiewi/t 
perijh.  And  fo  did  his  apoflles  after  mm.  .  We  are  to 
tell  and  peHuade  you  to  fet  about  the  work  of  faith  and 
repentance;  fee  Ifa^i.  2.  Joel  ii.  I2«  We  have  to  per- 
fbade  you  to  turn  unto  God ;  and  to  tell  your  danger, 
if  ye  do  not.  This  prefuppofes,  that  every  man,  and 
every  woman  have  their  back  upon  God.  And  we  comift 
to  you.  Sirs,  that  are  yet  Grangers  unto  God,  and  to 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  are  ftrangers  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  the  grace  of  repentance :  We  come  to  pn 
that  are  ftrangers  to  God  r  and  it  is  fuppofed,  ibme  of 
you  may  be  thinking,  what  brought  you  here  this  day? 
the  Lord  knows  it  was  with  no  view  to  worldly  gain  or 
outward  advantage ;  but  to  perfuade  you  to  turn  unto 
God,  and  be  converted,  and  to  let  you  know  your  haz- 
ard and  danger  while  in  an  unconverted  ftate.  And 
therefore  it  is  your  duty  to  be  perfuadcd  :  I  fhall  grve 
you  thefe  three  perfwafions  in  order  thereunto. 

(i.)  If  ye  will  not  turn,  ye  ihalldic  without  gracc^ 
without  faith,  repentance,  (s^c.  The  whole  world  and 
much  more  cannot  fave  youi  Therefore  turn  and  yc 
ihall  live  ;  but  if  not,  ye  Jhall  furely  die  in  your  iniqtuties, 

(2.)  Turn  unto  him,  and  we  amice  you  in  his  nanie, 
it  ihall  be  well  with  you.  We  tdl  you  he  has  a  fatted 
calf  for  you  ;  robes  to  put  on  you  :  We  tell  you  he  lias 
all  that  can  make  you  happy.  Sirs,  you  ihall  have  a  life 
of  it  here,  and  eternal  life  hereafter.     And  in  the 

{3.)  iPlace,  We  perfuade  you,  that  Chrift  is  in  good 
eameft  with  you.  You'll  wrong  yourf«lves,  if  ye  accept 
not  of  the  offer.  Nay,  ye  will  perifh  eternally,  if  jou 
do  not.    Therefore-,  O  be  perfuaded  unto  this.     A 

2.  Thing  we  aro  to  perfuade  men  to  do,  is  to  tcU  mcA 
to  turn,  and  to  turn  to  purpofe  :  for  it  is  not  e\'ery  fore 
of  turning  that  will  do  your  turn.  We  find  it  in  fcnjpr 
ture,  that  every  kind  of  turning  has  not  the.  everlaftuDg 
advantage  w\tb.  \l.  Therefore  the  Lord  enjoins  hi%\{tf.' 
\aats  to  teU  'jou  to  m-aJifc  \Jckt  \k>Aii^W^v  ^^Dax^!|«»^<iatiot 
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beguile  jWBtfi^^  them,  and 

teli  them,  thst  it-Is  tfDt  every  fort  of  turning  that  will  do 
thecum  ;  but  ye  muft  rum,  and  turn  i»ith  all  your  heart 
aiid  fiml:  thkift  itV  to  turn  to  purpofe:  and  there  are 
four  moti^^es  I  would  give  you  to  perfuade  you  to  fet  »- 
bout  a  thorough  repentance.     And 

1.  For  a  motlx^,  Coniider  that  it  is  a  want  of  a  thor 
rough  turning  to  God,  that  undoes^  many{,fouls.  .  Thus 
many  think  th^y  are  perfuaded  that  they  repent  and 
turn  to  God ;  but  they  are  but  almoft.  perfuaded,  and 
therefore  ftick  there. 

2.  Consider  that  if  ye  repent  not  thoroughly,  if  ye  turn 
and  turn  not  with  your  whole  heart,  ye  but  lofe  all  your 
pains  :  you  aever  (fo  to  fpeak)  get  lt>  much  as  thanks  for 
your  vit)rk.     And 

3.  Coniider,  that  ye  not  only  lofe  your  pains,  but  ye 
make  the  thing  worfe.  Many  a  man  by  his  formal 
converfion,  has  a  fliew  of  fomethJng  of  the  work  of 
God,  that  makes  his  cale  more  defperate,  than  that  of  the 
worft  Atheift  in  the  world :  for  many  a  man's  converfion 
that  has  lived  under  the  gofpel,  becomes  more  defperate 
and  hopelefK,  then  the  converfion  of  heathens  :  for  bid 
him  turn  and  be  converted,  it  never  alters  the  matter 
with  him  ;  and  why  ?  he  ihiaks  he  h;iis  already  done  it. 
And 

Lajtly^  Confider  but  this,  who  they  are  that  Satan 
prevails  moft  with  to  caufe  them  defpair:  he  tempts  men 
to  delay,  and  to  halve  their  repentance,  and  to  be  hypo- 
critical therein  ;  and  then  when  he  has  done  that,  he 
will  eafily  prevail  to  make  them  defpair.  Ye  did  this, 
and  ye  did  that  •,  ye  went  this  length,  and  ye  went  that 
length,  fays  the  enemy ;  and  ye  never  made  your  point 
good  ;  and  think  ye,  that  a  little  more  will  do  your  turn 
now  ?  no,  ye  need  never  think,  that  when  ye  have  pro- 
voked God  with  your  formality,  a  little  more  will  do 
your  turn.  Now,  thefe  and  the  like  arguments  Satan 
may  ufe  to  make  fuch  ddpair.  Upon  thefe  confider- 
tions  I  would  have  you  to  make  thorough  work  of  re- 
pentance ;  and  I  pray  you  coniider  them.     A 

3.  'Thing  that  minifters  have  to  perfuade  folk  to  do, 
is,  to  embrace  Jcfus  Chrift  as  he  is  ottered  unto  them  m 
the.-gofpel.  We  are  to  perfuade  you  to  clofe  with  him, 
is  he  has  offered  liimfclf  unto  you.  This  was  the  work 
of  Ufahli  ihb  prophet,^  Paul  tkc  apoiUc,  yea  of  Cluill 
■   -^^  •^'.  v..    ..."  U  a  \i\xsSs& 
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himfeU'  nfter  his  .  ^fccnfioa.  Says  h%  .to  the  chwrekrf 
the  Xaodice^nSy-t-Jy^nit^  ot  th*  datir  and  kmfk  $■  if  anj 
maf^-hear  my  voiciy  and  open  the  deoTy.l  w/l  eom^in  U 
Urn"  That  is,  take  him  for  a  kiog^  prophet  and  prieft, 
a)  he  is  ofTered  unto  you  :  and  to  perfuade  you  to  this, 
take  the  following  co nfidr rations. : 

(i.)  Confider  what  y^will  do,  if  yc  do  it  uot.  Do 
yc.  AOt  think  the  day  will  come,  that  ye  will  wifh  ye  had 
done  it  ?  The  day  will  furely  come  that  ye  will  wifh  yo 
Iiad  takeQ  him  on  his  offer^  and  that  upon  the  worfi  ot 
it.     And 

(2.)  Confider  that  the  terms  arc  eafy,  and  fo  eafy, 
that  it  is, — jHb,  every  otie  that  thirjhtb^  ccmt  yc  unU  tk 
^voters  :  and  he  that  hath  tio  money ^  come,  buy  aud  catj  tvi- 
ihout  money  and  without  price.  Drink  and  drink  folir. 
•Would  ye  have  larger  terms  than  thcie  : — He  that  is  c- 
'-ihtrjt^  let  hin}  fome  :  andivhofoever  ivili,  let  him  comCj  ani 
iaku  of  the  water  of  lif^  freely.     And 

•(3.)  Confider  that  there  is  nothing  fo  acceptable  ard 
.iXirdl-pleafing  unto' God  as  this  :  and  you'll  make  many  a 
'  Jad  heart  by  refufing  of  him.     And  if  ye  receive  him,  it 
"  will  be  well-pleafing  to  many  2  it  will  be  the  mo  ft  accep- 
table thing  ever  ye  did,  for  ye  will  thereby  plcafe  God, 
angels  and  faints. — 'Ye  will  only  difplcafe  fatap  and  wick- 
ed men,     Put  thefe  two  in  the  balance  :  if  ye  do  the  one, 
ye  will  pleafe  God,  angels  and  the   faints  ;     if  theoih- 
cr,  ye  only  difplcale  the  devil  and  wicked  men  ;  and  I 
know  not,  if  ye  owe  them  any  thing  clfe.      And 

(4.)  Confider  the   difadvantages  the  refufing  of  hin 
.  vr\\\  bring  unto  you,  and  the  advantages  you   will  have 
by  receiving  of  him.     For 

1.  Ye  may  come  forward  with  confidence  ;  and  that 
even  before  others,  and  when  hardefi:  fet  on,  as  yc  fee  a 
good  example,  or  way^mark  to  walk  by,  ifi  that  vii.  o\ 
the  Afts.  What  made  Stephen  have  fuch  confidence, 
courage  and  boldnefs  ?  He  had  two  things  to  liipport 
him  in  this  :  he  knew  he  was  fuffering  for  Jel'us  Chrili, 
and  he  knew  what  was  the  fufferer's  reward.      And 

2.  Ye  may  by  this  attain  to  an  afiurancc  of  an  intf- 
Tcft  in  Chrift.  Stephen  had  received  Chriil  :  he  had  an 
lotereft  in  him,  and  that  yields  him  confidence.  Atii 
ril  tell  you,  every  one  will  have  much  ado  to  get  matters 
right  at  death  :  but  fome  will  have  more  to  do  than  o- 
thers.  Svrs,  Y\\  t^  ^o^ji^^Vri  >??*>^vV  \\x;^  l^^iit  to  do  at 
^e.^\\>  e\  en.  v\id^  \?\vo.\x.'^\c.\)  i^u  vs..v^^  1.^N-i:ix\  va.  ^^bm 
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a  f  f  ftinr.otiy  for  the  catife  of  Jpfus  Chrift.  They  have 
an  open  door  in  heaven  to  fee  Jefus  Ghrift,  aa.Stephea 
in .  his  fufFerings  hadl 

3.  Will  you  coniider,  that  your  Ca  and  guilt  is  great  ; 
nnd  fo  your  puni/Iunetit  lhall  alfo  he  great  :  and  the 
more,  becaufo  you  have  finned  againft  the  remedy  pro- 
vided, and  againft  mercy.  And  think  ye  that  they  fliall 
be  thought  worthy,  \rho  have  done  fo  ?  Nay,  of  hpv^ 
much  for^r  pufiijlmientj  fuppofe  ye,  {ball  he  h€  thought  wor^ 
thv,  tvho  hath  trodden  underfoot  the  Son  of  God ^  atidcour'- 
ted  the  blood  of^Jje  covenant  an  unholy  thing.  He  that  -de- 
fpifed  Mofes's  Inw,  you  know,  died  without  mercy  ;  and 
iliall  ye  efcape  i  |icre  I  would  not  be  in  your  place  who 
jrefufe  Chrift  for  ten  thoufand  worlds,     But  a 

4.  Thing  minirters  have  to  perluade  people  of,  is,  to 
acquaint  themfelvcs  with  God  :  this  is  a  part  of  our  duty 
to  prefs  you  to  make  up  your  acquaintance  with  Jcfu$ 
Chrift  :  You  will  find.  Job  xxii,  21.  that  I^Iiphaz  is  fcnt 
as  a  fneffenger  to  Job  :    and  what  is  his  errand  that  he 
has  in  commiffion  ?    Is  it  not  this,  Acqttat7jt  uq'-jj  thMf 
noith  Gody  arid  be  (it  peace  ^  Thereby  good JJjall  come  to^theef 
Acquaint  yourfelves  with  his  mind  in  his  wcrd,  and  re- 
ceive the  law  from  his  mouth  :  Jay  it  up  in  your  hearts : 
laljour  for  wifdom,  and  with  all  yOlir  getting  ^f/  ttndci^ 
ffindin^.     Ignorance  and  unbelief  are  the  dc{lru£lion -of 
jbiils  :  thfTcfore  it  is  n^iiiifters  work  to  prcfs,  them  to  be 
acquainted  with  God.;     It  was  liaiah's  work,  Ifa.  xxvii. 
5,   Or  let  him    tcihe  hold  of  my  frengtk  ^  that  he  may  ^make 
penes  iDiih  me.     If  ye  knew  the  neceffity  of  being  acquain- 
ted with  God,  there  v/ould  be  no  need  of  prelliug  or 
pcriiiadlnp;  of  you  :  for  v/hen  yc  muft  meet  with  him  nf^ 
ter  death,  the  b]LTfinefs  will  depend  upon  this.     When 
they  fliall  come  an:i  fay,  Lord,  Lord,  ancf  pretend  kind- 
nefs  to  him;    then  will  he  profefs,    I  never  knew  you. 
May  not  this  perfuade  you  to  make  this  to  be  your  lludy 
now  in  time  ?     A 

5.  Thing  that  v»t  are  to  perfuade  people  to,  is  this, 
to  devote  Ttud  give  up  themfelves  v^holly  by  a  covenant- 

•  relation  without  refervation.     This  is  what  Paul  prcffefies 

•  in  the  15,  verfe  of  this  fame  chapter,  (wherein  ou?  tp74 
■-   lies.)  That  they  which  live,  fhould  not  henceforth  (ive 

vnfo  themftioes  ;  but  unto  him  &c.     The  thing  we  -are  to 

•perfuade  you  of,  is,  to   make  a  real  rellgnation  of 'SCiWt 

-  felves,  and  ?A\  yc  ]\?.v(Z^  unto  him*,  fo  tWx. \\t  vwk^  Vv*^ 

/   the  conimnnd  of  you,  vour  reUtvous,  ^ai  ^AVtiviXN^V'^'^^.^ 
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yfea,  .and  your  ife  alfo,  when  he  calls  for  them;  that 
yc  may  fay,  I  am  not  mine  own ;  my  children,  my  jneans, 
isfe. '  yea  my  very  life,  if  he  calls  for  it,  is  ilot  my 
Qiim.  Make  a  full,  free  and  abfolute  rcfignation  of  aS 
unto  God  :  and  there  are  thefe  two  things  to  perfudde 
you  to  this : 

Xfiy  Ye  ftand  engaged  unto  it  t  there  is  a  tie  upon  ybu, 
as  ye  are  creatures. 

^rf/y,  Tlliere  is  the  tie  of  redemption  (or  redeeming 
Iotc)  and  that  is  the  ftrongcft  tie  of  all :  fo  there  is  a 
double  obligation  by  creation  and  redemption  lying  apoa 
you  to  do  this.  A 

6.  Thing  we  are  to  perfuade  you  of ;  and  you  have  it 
Afls  xxvi.  26.  27.  Paul  was  there  perfuading  Agrippa 
to  be  a  Chriftian  \  and  he  fays  almojl  thou  perfuadefi  m 
to  be  a  Chriftian.  So  the  great  thing  we  haVc  to  do  is  10 
perfuade  you  not  only  almoft,  but  altogether  to  be 
chriftians.     The 

■  7.  Thing  we  have  in  commiffion  to  perfuade  you  of, 
and  that  is,  obedience  unto  all  God*s  comnriands  ;  aiid 
this  fums  up  the  "wHbole  duty  God  require  of  man  :  Be- 
caufe  God  requires  tiniverfal  obedience  unto  his  re\'ealp 
cd  will  as  ye  have  it  Pfal.  cxix.  6.  Thenjball  I  not  hi 
jo^amedy  when  I  haiye  refpeEf  unto  all  thy  commandments. 
The 

8.  Thing  we  have  in  our  commlflion  is  to  perfuade 
men  to  be  faithful  to  Jcfus  Chrift  ;  faithful  to  his  word,  ' 
Kis  covenant,  his  caufe,  intereft,  and  dsfpifed  truths. 
The 

9.  Thing  we  are  to  perfuade  you  to,  is,  to  be  cheer- 
ful under  the  crofs  of  Chrift  :  and  the  ground  of  that  is 
this  ;  yefiall  alfo  reign  ivith  him^  they  have  a  fair  allow- 
ance for  fuffering,  and  this  we  have  to  tell  you  of.     The 

10.  Thing  we  have  to  perfuade  you  to,  is,  not  only 
to  do  duty  upon  neceflity  or  conftraint,  but  make  it  your 
delight  to  ferve  God,  his  commands  are  fo  far  from  be- 
ing grievous,  that  they  fliould  be  our  delight :  and  yet 
^o  not  truft  in  duty.     The 

11.  Thing  we  are  to  perfuade  you  unto,  is  holinefs  in 
alt  manner  of  life  and  converfation  :  be  holy  in  your  eating, 
and  drinking,  your  difcourfe,  your  buying,  felling,  auJ 
in  all  your  converfation.     Thp 

i2.  And  laft  thing  we  are  to  perfuade  men  and  women 
to,  is  to  be  rrfoV^tA.  -aN^OAit  v^t  ^^.wOiof  Chrift,'and  rcKgi- 
on,  and'tiQl  \.o  \xA\.\>^v«^^x^v^^  Q^^vcLv^^^i.   '^V\!.^tr 
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\7hat  Elijah  pcrfuadcd  the  people  of  Ifrael  of,  when  he 
fays,.  I  Kings  xviii.  2 1 . — IjF-tie  Lord  be  God,  follow  him  ; 
^/fcf  IfBaali  then  follow  Ai/w*-»— That  is  another  thing  mi- 
niftcrs  ihpuld  do,  to  prcfs  them  to  be  pofitive  and  refolv* 
ed  about,  the  caufe  of  Chrift.  Chrift  himfelfi  when  he. 
f^w  a  great  multitude  following,  turned  about  and  (aid 
unto  them, — whofoever  ivill  come  after  me^  let  him  deny 
hi  mf elf  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me.  Chrift  would 
Mve  folk  to  be  rcfolyed  what  they  are  doing  \  and  in  this 
rcfpeft,  minifters  muft  tell  them  to  beware  of  loving  the 
world  too  much.  They  muft  rather  hate  it,  and  count 
it  unprofitable  :  and  there  is  a  good  ground  for  it;  be- 
caufe  it  is  an  enemy  to  religion :  it  many  times»inars  com* 
munion  with  God,  and  his  coming  to  them,  and  maket 
many  a  plea  betwixt  him  and  his  people^  Now  thefe 
are  fome  of  the  things  minifters  muft  perfuade  people  to. 

11.  The  fecond  thing  to  be  fpoken  unto,  is  the  grounds, 
or  reafons  upon  which  they  arc  to  be  perfuaded  or  pref- 
fed,     I  fhall  only  mention  thefe  four  following. 

ijl.  The  doing  of  thefe  things  is  of  abfohite  neceffityi.. 
It  is  neceflary  that  ye  be  converted  and  faved,r— that  je 
turn,  and  turn  to  purpofc, — that  ye  embrace  JeTus  Chrift: 
as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpel,  isfc.  and  fo  be  fave3,  or.  elfc 
lie  in  your  fins  and  be  eternally  damned,  and  fo  adjudg- 
ed unto  everlafting  torment.  Is  not  the  damnation  of 
immortal  fouls  a  thing  of  weight  and  moment  ?  and 
therefore  is  it  any  wonder  that  mdnifters  ufe  all  arguments  . 
to  perfuade  you  to  do  all  thefe  things  ?  feeing  they  are 
fo  abfolutely  neceiFary  that  without  the  doing  of  them, 
all  the  world  cannot  fave  you  from  hell  and  eternal 
ruin. 

2./A',  Tliey  are  not  only  abfolutely  necefiary,  but  of 
prel'ent  necefSty.  They  muft  be  done  without  delay, 
i\o\K  or  never,  no  repentance  after  death ;  and  the  long- 
er they  are  delayed,  they  become  the  more  difficult  to 
be  done :  and  therefore  thefe  things  are  of  prefent  ner 
cciliry  as  well  as  abfolutely  necefTary. 

3^/7)^  Great  are  the  advant Ages  that  attend  ;  and  this 
fays,  it  is  a  duty  to  fet  about  fuch  a  work^  O  the  ad-. 
vantage  of  gaining  but  one  foul  to  Chrift  \  O  the  ad-. 
vant;igc  of  confirming  and  eftablifhing  one  foul  in  the 
hour  of  tentation  !  It  is  worth  all  the  pains  a  minifter 
can  bp.  a(,  the*  he  ihould  labour  all  hU  d%7%)  ^xwi^  ^  >^ck^- 
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advancages  that  c^me  to  the  foni,  and  that  accrae  sn*^ 
Go(i'>  giory  ! 

4//yjf,  A  fourth  ground  cr  rcafcn  may  b-  taken  frcia 
the  advaiitngei  that  follow  this  lb  abfciute  a  duty  of  per- 
fuading  men  to  believd,  rcpenc,  and  be  i-i^JZtjL  ^  ana  to 
let  thcin  know  that  if  they  do  not,  they  ihall  perilh  ibr 
ever :  which  briiigs  them  to  the 

in.  Thing  to  be  fpoken  to ;  and  that  is  notwithAas- 
ding  iii  many  arguments  to  perfuade  minifters  to  make 
tliis  their  work ;  yet  it  e  £nd  it  a  work  chat  thrives  bat 
very  badiy  in  their  hands*  Now,  I  fhail  give  you  foms 
reafon*  foe  this :  and  iirli  from  miniitt:rs  that  have  tliis 
for  their  work  :  Secondly  from  people  tiicmielves  :  and 
laftly  from  the  providencis  of  God.     x\iid 

\fi^  From  minifcers  who  have  this  for  their  work : 
as, 

r.  They  arc  cither  fuch,  that  although  by  their  worJs 
they  pcrfuadc  co  fvich  things,  aud  prcls  fuch  things  a-* 
pon  others,  their  own  practice  fays  the  coiitrary.— 
They  preach  up  God  and  holinels  in  words  ;  but  in 
deedj  they  deny  tbem.  This  is  the  kind  of  preachb^ 
that  will  never  profit  nor  pcrfuadc  faik  ;  and  it  is  a  kind 
of  preaching  tliat  there  is  enorgh  of  in  thefc  days  wc 
live  in.  They  bid  us  believe,  rcj^ent  and  be  hc!y  ;  but 
then  look  2nd  fee  what  ilicir  own  life  and  pradcice  bitii 
you  d^.     A 

a.  ilcafoii  is,  that  there  nrc  many  minifters  whofe 
lives  and  conNCrfations  nny  be  neither  fcandalous  nor 
profane  ;  yet  they  iire  not  10  ferious  as  the  matter  re- 
quires ;  they  i\o  not  prcfs  nor  penuade  folk  with  that 
ardency  and  fcrloiifnefs  tliat  rr^.ati^rs  of  fuch  an  ablbiuts 
neceflity  and  coxKrem  do  require.  Can  we  think  that 
when  it  comes  thro'  our  lips  io  cool  tx'A  drooping,  that  it 
is  like  to  freeze  in  our  mouths,  that  it  will  do  good  or 
proiit  others  ;  being  delivered  with  fuch  a  flow  fpirit  of 
indifferency,  as  it  were  a  thing  tliat  might  be  cither  done 
or  not  done  at  pleafure.     A 

3.  Reafonis,  that  though  fometimes  mini  fters  maybe 
fonicwhat  ferious  and  fervent  in  it ;  yet  they  never  lay 
chjfc  fiegc  to  the  heart ;  but  treat  r:iatters  with  a  gene- 
ral indilFerdncy.  They  will  tell  you,  that  you  fliould  re- 
pent ;  but  they  never  tell  you  what  ye  are  to  repent  of, 
tkor  the  ucecflatY  of  it :  and  it  will  be  kng  ere  Chat  kind 
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of  preaching  take  effeft  upon  the  heart,  where  f5n  is  not: 
pr.rticularly  reproted,  nor  duty  warmly  prcffcd  and  rc^ 
commer.ded  as  a  thing  of  abfolute  neceflity. 

2dly^  A  fecond  reafon  is  from  people  themfelveg  :  and" 
there  are  two  things  that  greatly  occafion  this  : 

I.  The  great  ignorance  and  unbelief  of  the  hearers. 
They  know  not  the  things  that  we  perfuade  them  of»* 
Nor  do  they  really  believe  what  is  preached  unto  them. 
Wh^n  we  tell  them  of  communion  with  God,  heaven, 
eternal  life,  to'r.  they  know  nothing  about  any  of  thefc 
things.— When  we  tell  them  of  the  neceffity  of  convert* 
iion  ;  that  they  mufl  cither  be  converted,  or  they  will- 
be  condemned  j    they  do  not  believe  that.-— If  we  tell 
them  that  hell  is  opening  its  mouth  to  receive  them^ 
that  wrath  is  abiding  them,  and  that  there  is  no  efcap- 
■   ing  of  thefe,  but  by  turning  unto  God  in  and  thro'  Jefus 
t    Chrill: ;  that  cannot  be  believed  neither*     So  this  is  one 
great  reafon  why  men  and  women  will  not  be  perfuaded, 
i    their  ignorance  and  unbelief*     The  , 

i         2.  ObAru<^ion  is,  that  thefe  things  we  fpeak  and  per- 
'     fuade  you  of,  are  far  out  of  fight.     Heaven  that  we  bid 
them  feek  after,  is  out  of  view.     The  hell  we  bid  them 
beware  of,  is  far  out  of  fight.     The 

3.  Reafon  comes  from  the  providence  of  God  ;  it  is^ 
That  this  work  comes  fo  bad  fpeed  in  our  hands.  He 
has  taken  away  the  blefling  ;  he  has  withdrawn  his  gra- 
cious and  comfortable  prefence.  The  time  was,  when 
the  arm  of  the  Almighty  went  along  with  the  preaching 
of  the  word ;  but  now  the  blefling,  power  and  efficacy 
of  the  gofpel  is  taken  away  *. 

Now,  I  come  to  a  fliort  word  of  application  \  an4 
therein  I  fhall  divide  all  hearing  me  into  thefe  four'oif 
fiveclafles  following.     And 

1 .  The  firil  fort  is  fuch  as  arc  altogether  ftrangers  to 
God  ;  wiihotit  Gody  ivithout  Chrijty  being  aliens  to  the 
cpmmonwealib  of  Jfracl^  andjirangerrfrpm  the  covenants  of 
'promife.  And  I  conceive,  that  there  are  not  a  few  of 
that  denomination  here,  that  arc  yet  ftrangers  to  God, 
and  living  in  darknefs.     There  are  numbers  of  you  that 

I  have 

•  How  applicable  i*  this  onto  oar  t-me  aud  circatnftances, 
wherein  the  ciEcaciocs  power  of  the  Spirit  att^nciing  the  word  i« 
cttiftpftratWely  font,  fo  ihat  en  ut  is  accoti^v^^^iHrd  xWx  ^w^^ 

;Hcb.  ir.  2. But  the  nitord  did  net  profit   tfcsTR,  nil  b<\n|i 

^/x^//  nvii/f/aitt  irjtke?ii  that  hear  it. 
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have  lived  under  the  drop  df  the  gofpel,  that  are  yet  ma 
namral  eftate.  Ye  were  ignorant  Atheifts  bef  .re  ;  and 
ye  are  fo  yet.  The  thing  I  would  fay  unto  you  is,  tkit 
^'hat  we  came  this  day  unto  you  for  is  this ;  that  yon 
r.'ould  now  look  about  you,  and  confider  your  ways,  as 
ye  have  it.  Hag.  i.  3.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hojis^  conjh 
der  your  ivay.  This  thing  the  Lord  would  have  you  do. 
O  confider  what  you  are,  and  what  you  are  doing.— 
Confider  in  what  eftate  you  are  in  by  nature,  and  whi- 
ther you  will  go,  if  you  continue  in  that  eftate.  Con- 
fider your  ways,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  live ;  fed: 
that  the  Lord  would  turn  you  unto  himfelf.  But  if  you 
turn  not,  make  ready  for  hell,  that  meeting  place  of  all 
torment  and  woe,  and  even  a  hotter  hell  than  thehdl 
of  Sodom.  O  make  you  for  torment,  and  that  an  into- 
lerable torment  worfe  than  the  torment  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah.  My  exhortation  unto  you,  is,  live  not  1 
moment  longer  in  that  condition,  which  is  fo  dange- 
rous. Death,  hell  and  damnation  will  be  upon  you: 
and  all  the  world,  nay  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  cannot 
fave  you  from  it,  while  living  in  that  condition. — ^^fhere- 
fore  without  delay  flee  out  of  it  into  Jefus  Chrift :  itft 
not  a  moment  longer  5  for  if  ye  die  in  that  condition, 
all  the  world  cannot  fave  you  from  hell  and  deftrufti- 
en.     A 

2.  Sort  of  folk  here,  as  I  fuppofe,  are,  they  that 
have  had  fome  refolutions,  and  have  been  half  perfuad- 
ed  to  reform  their  ways  :  they  have  been  almoft  per- 
fuaded  to  be  Chriftians,  but  never  altogether  perfuadcd. 
Ye  have  never  made  your  point  good  ;  but  are  juft  where 
ye  were.  Well,  the  thing  I  weuld  fay  unto  you,  is,  ci- 
ther make  thorough  work  ;  be  thorough  in  the  bufincfs, 
and  Be  perfuaded  ;  otherwife  perfuade  yourfelves,  and 
I,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  perfuade  you,  that  it  fliaH 
make  your  cafe  worfe,  and  lefs  hopeful  than  the  cafe  of 
Pagans.     A 

•  3.  Sort  of  folk  that  I  would  fpeak  to,  is,  to  thfefe  who 
were  once  zealous  and  forward  in  religion  5  but  now 
they  are  turned  cold,  and  fallen  from  their  firft  love. 
A  wor4  to  you  that  once  appeared  hot  and  zealous" for 
God,  and  are  now  turned  key  cold.  Confider  your  n-ay* 
before  it  be  too  late  j  for  if  ye  give  way  unto  fuch  hack- 
fiiding  courfes,  your  cafe  may  at  length  become  defperate 
en  your  Wui.— T\i^^^lox^^  Nsha^t  I  would  fay  unto  you. 
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is,  Remember  from  ijhence  thou  art  fallen^  repent  y  and  do 
£hy  firjl  works.     A 

4.  Sort  is,  a  company  of  poor  murmuring  people. 
They  are  ftill  entertaining  hard  thoughts  of  God.  What 
I  have  to  fay  them,  is,  liave  better  thoughts  of  God  ; 
or  afTure  yourfelves  he  will  make  fomething  fall  in  your 
way,  that  will  make  you  have  better  or  worfe  thoughts 
of  him.     And 

Lajily^  I  fhall  fay  this  one  word  to  thofe  that  are  real^- 
ly  godly  :  fight  it  out,  Sirs, — Run  the  Chriftian  race  fet 
before  you  :  run,  and  run  with  patience :  ye  will  come 
to  the  end  of  it  (hortly.  ^faithful  unto  him  that  hath 
called  you.  Let  not  the  wqrld,  nor  your  own  corrupt 
hearts  make  you  flinch  from  it.  And  I  fliall  give  you 
fome  motives  to  prefs  you  to  ftedfaftuefs  and  conftancy 
3^  your  Chriftian  courfe.     And 

ijly  Hold  on,  for  it  has  four  properties  that  no  other 
•ivay  has  in  it.     And 

1 .  It  is  a  pleafaivt  way.  All  ivifdom^s  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafafitnefsy  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.     And 

2.  This  of  all  otjier  ways. is  the  only  fure  and  fafe 
way, 

3.  Hold  oh  ;  for  it  is  an  honourable  wny  ;  and  much 
/credit  and  dignity  will  follow  on  it.  It  is  r  \e  moft  cre- 
ditable way  tljat  ever  ye  went  in,  andfo  yDu  fhall  find 
it.     And 

Lajilyy  It  is  a  blefTed  way.  It  has  the  blciTing  append- 
icd  to  it.  Jt  has  the  promife  both  of  this  life,  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come  ;  ^nd  happy  is  the  man  that  walks  in 
It.  Says  the  Pfalmlfl,  BleJJed  is  every  one  that  fears  the 
JLordy  and  walketh  in  his  way.  .^ 

2dlyy  Hold  on  your  way,  believers  :  faint  not,  for  it 
is  the  way  that  all  the  worthies  have  gone  in,  that  have 
gone  before  you.  The  whole  fufferers  and  cloud  of  wit- 
hefTes  for  Chrift  that  arcjaicJW  triumphing  in  heaven  have 
gone  in  that  way  before  you  j  and  they  are  all  landed 
fafc  on  the  confines  of  Immanuel's  land,  and  fo  freed 
from  jjl  their  difficulties  ;  for  it  is  a  fafe  way. — Indeed, 
it  is  like,  ye  willalfo  meet  with  oppofition  and  erodes  in 
that  way  ;  but  bleircd  is  the  man  that  wrfeflles  and  runs  , 
it  out.     And  blcifed  is  he  that  endures  unto  the  endy  thff 

fame  Jhall  he  favcd. Now  the  Lord  himfelf  pcrfuade 

ypti  unto  this.      S,o  let  us  pray. 

I  2  ^^^ 
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Pccachcd  in  the  Parifli  of  Kilbride,  by  Mn, 
JOHN  BL,ACitAPPER,  Sej[>t.  5,  i675, 
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JsAiAH  liii.   II. 
He  Jbt^ll  fie  of  the  travel  of  bU  foul ^  andjbalf  be  Jati^utk 

[Forenoon's  Sermon.  3 

I^TOW,  Sirsii  have  ye  faith  amongft  you  to.bcUcte 
J^  the  faithful  and  true  faying  of  God  ?  I'll  tell  jon 
gooa  news,  Sirs,  that  I  am  fure  Siall  n>ak;e  your  hearts 
glad,  if  ye  believe  :  but  if  ye  believe  mot  the  proinifes, 
we  promife  you  no  good.  Fli  tell  you  good  news  ;  tho 
ancient  decrees  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
ihall  take  effect  to  all  the  intents  and  purpofes  he  has 
purpofed  in  himfelf,  according  to  his  manifold  wif- 
5om,  from  all  eternity  ;  and  particularly  that  great  de- 
fign  of  God  that  he  has  purpofed  in  himfelf  for  the 
redemption  of  loft  finners,  fhallhe  accompliih,ed. — ^Nct 
'ter  a  foul  that  he  hath  undertaken  for  to  the  Father, 
but  fhall  be  brought  in  to  believe  ;  never  a  privilege 
that  be  has  purchafed  for  them.,  but  they  fhall  obtain 
the  poiTeffion  of  it. — I  know  there  are  fome  of  vou  that 
concern  yourfelves  about  the  way  of  God  :  ianct  its  like* 
ly  ye  have  your  own  fears  this  day.  I  would  ye  had  m'orc 
fc^  than  -^oxiYvvi^  \  few;  for  (main^,  fear  for  thd  A- 

1F 
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ger  of  God.     If  ye  had  thefe  two  fears,  I  would  let  you 
keep,  them  :  but  I  am  apprehcnfivc,  ye  have  foitie  fears 
in  your  hearts  that  have  lome  honefty  in  them  j  fears  for 
the  enemies  of  this  generation,  their  wiles  and  maUcious 
devices  that  they  conftantly  praftife  againft  the  gofpel, 
and  the  preaching  of  it :    ye  are  afraid,  that  they  mar 
Chrifl's  fuccels  therein.    Truly  if  ye  had  no  more  but 
what  is  viiible,  I    would   fear  your    fear  in  that  too. 
But,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  we  have  an  unmovable  foun- 
dation to  ground  us  againft  thefe  fears.     Whatever  ye 
fear,  ye  need  not  fear  this ;  tliat  our  bleffed  Lord  |efus 
will  be  obftru£ledin  any  part  of  fuccefs  he  has  defigned 
unto  himfelf  :    But  in  ipitc  of  all  that  hell  or  men  on 
earth  can  devife,  (and  that  is  no  fmall  defpite)  yc  may 
fay,  that  he  fhall  carry  on  his  work  of  the  gofpel,  until 
he  has  accomplifhed  all  that  his  foul  has  travelled  for.— 
Tiierefore,  for  renewing  of  the  impreflionsof  our  Lord's 
fufferings  in  Scotland,  both  in  that  and  this  place,  which 
I  fear  may  be  forgotten  by  believers  long  fince  ;  to  re- 
new the   impreflion  of  which,  and  to   eftablilh   your 
hearts  that  are  trembling  for  this  gofpel,  left  it  be  mar-^r-     -' 
red,  and  our  Lord   Jefus  be  retarded  in  his  fuccefs,  I 
have  read  thefe  words  ;  in  which  we  have  an  affurance 
from  God  that  our  bleffed  hordjhall  fee  the  tran)el  ofU^  ' 
JquI^  and  he  fatisfied  :    and   though  all  his  enemies  fet 
their  feet  to  it,  they  (hall  not  be  able  to  hinder  it. 
..  In  the   beginning  of  this  chapter  to  the  loth  verfe, 
we  have  our  Lord's  fufferings  pointed  forth,  both  what 
his  fufferings  were,  wh^t  was  the  caufe,  and  wlio  was 
the  party  he  had  to  do  with,  whi^ih  was  God   the.  Fa- 
ther ;    and  upon  him  *u}ere  laid  the  iniquities  ef  us  all. — 
Here  Ifaiah  points  out  his  fufferings,  as  if  he  ha<i  fecn 
then^.     Some  divine  call  him  the  evangelical  prophet, 
prophefying  of  Chrift*s  fufferings  as  if  th^y  had  beeu 
done  already.     Unto  the  loth   verfe,- and  from  that  til 
the  end,  we  have  the  fuccefs,  fruit  or  produ6l  of  his 
fufferings,  and   the  viftory  and  conqueft  he  obtained 
thereby.     It   is  faid  in  the  end  of  the  lothverfe, — In 
Jhall  fee  his  feed  :  he  frail  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleiU 
Jure  of  the  Lordflmllprofper  in  his  hand.     Whatever  op^ 
poiition  he  fhall  meet  with  in  difcharging  the  plcafure 
#f  his  Fathfcr  \  it  fhall  all  profper  in  his  hand. 

And  here  hi  the  words,  we  have, '  ip  the  firft  x:laufb  of 
the  yerfe,  an  a^uraAce  that  our  Loid  ^t&a&  5bsa:VV5t!> 
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an  accompli  fhment  of  all  his  frnit  and  travel  5  fpr  kejb§f 
fee  of  the  travel  of  his  foul ^  and  hefatisfied. 

Secondlyy  Ye  have  the  manner  how  this  accomplifli- 
ment  fhall  be  brought  about  as  to  particular  believers 
that  fhall  be  juftified  ;  and  that  is  by  the  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  This  is  one  promife  ; — hj  his  hnoivkdge  Jball  my 
righteous  fervant  jufi'ify  many, — They  fhall  be  juftified  : 
by  his  knnoledgej  or  the  acknowledging  of  him  by  faith, 
Jbali  he  jujiify  many  j  not  all,  but  many,  i.  e.  all  that 
acknowledge  him  to  be  the  Saviour,  and  their  Sa- 
viour, and  clofe  with  him  by  faith ;  and  the  confirmati- 
on of  all  is  given  in  the  clofe  of  the  veri'e,  for  kejba'd 
bear  their  iniquities, — ^Now,  we  fliall  lake  up  that  part 
of  the  verl'c  we  have  read  in  thefe  three  things  follow- 
ing. 

I .  A  fhort  repetition  of  all  the  fufFerings  that  our 
Lord  fuffered  before  mentioned  that  he  was  to  (VifFer, 
— he  fhall  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul ;  which  fays  his  foul 
did  travel.     And 

(i.)  It  is  called  foul-travel,  not  excluding  bodily  fuf- 
ferings,  but  including  them :  but  it  is  called  foul-travd 
by  a  figure,  wherein  the  more  excellent  or  noble  partis 
put  for  the  whole  :  the  travel  of  the  foul  including  the 
body  :  and  fo  it  is  called  the  travel  of  the  foul. 

(2.)  It  is  called  fo,  in  refpe«Sl  that  the  foul  of  Chrift 
did  fuffer  more,  and  more  grievoufly,  being  more  cap> 
ble  of  fuffering  the  wrath  of  God  than  the  lK>dv  was: 
his  greateft  fufFerings  were  in  his  foul,  as  the  words  hers 
lignify. 

1,  The  fccond  thing  we  have  in  the  words,  is,  the 
ailurance  that  our  Lord  fhall  obtain  the  fruit  of  his  fouM 
travel  :  it  is  here  called  the  travel  of  his  foul  by  another 
figure,  wherein  the  procuring  caufe  is  put  for  the  eflecl, 
he  fhall  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul  and  the  fruit  of  his  pain; 
he  fhall  fee  all  he  fulfilled  and  accompli ihed,  that  be  tra- 
velled and  laboured,  or  was  at  pains  for  ;  and  therefore 
he  fliall  fee  the  travel  of  it.     A 

3.  Tiling  ye  have  in  the  words,  is,  the  refult  of  the 
accomplifhment  of  his  foul's  travel  :  the  frnit  of  it  lhr.il 
be  to  his  foul's  fatisfa(f\ion,  he' fhall  he  fatisfiecr.  Me  {h.iil 
fee  it  accompliihed  fo  fully,  exactly  and  fulRcientlv, 
that  he  ihall  want  nothing  he  travelled  for.  He-  fhail 
have  full  fatlsfacrion,  and  thanks  be  to  God,  thstitir 
?xcord\ng  to\v\«.  mt-aXxiT^^  -arcA  ^wrkt^v-ccorJiing  to  our  nar- 
row fatisf^ittAOYv  x^i-aX-^Nt m\^\\.'ik.v;t.\viii.  "*^  '^^^s^SiAJMse 
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been  fatisfied  with  lefs  ;  but  it  will  be  accompliifti^d  ac* 
cording  ta  our  Lord's  fouls  delire  \  and  he  fhall  |)e  tv-ell- 
pleafcd  with  it,  he  fliall  have  great  complacency  in  it  \ 
and  it  fliall  be  the  joy  of  his  foul,  and  the  rejoicing  of  his 
heart.  When  he  fhall  feie  all  the  different  pieces  of  the 
fruit  that  his  foiil  travelled  for,  and  bought  fo  dear,  he 
ihall  have  great  pleafure  and  delight  in  them. 

But  I  fhall  not  ftop  longer  on  the  words,  nor  in  dedu- 
cing do6h-ines  from,  them  :  what  we  fhall  notice  from 
the  text  itfelf,  fhall  be  in  thefe  dodtriries  following, 

DocT.   1.  It  U  a  truth y  that  our  Lord  Jefvs  Chrifi 
did  endure  aj^refouVs  tra*uelfor  thejtus  of  his  people. 

And  hence  notice,  that  if  this  is  the  way.  Our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifi  had  a  fouL  A  certain  kind  of  heretics 
denied,  that  he  had  a  foul,  maintaining  that  he  had 
the  deity  joined  '  unto  his  body,  whereby  they  made 
him  a  mock  man  only  *.  But  if  he  had  not  a  compleite 
perfon,  foul  and  body,  joined  to  the  Godhead,  he 
would  be  lefs  than  half  a  man.  But  the  fcripture  ihews 
he  was  perfectly  man,  and  perfeftly  God,  in  twjb  diflinft 
natures,  but  one  perfon,  having  both  foul  and  body : 
Wherefore  in  all  things  it  iehoved  him  to  be  mad^  likf  unto 
his  brethren.  &c.  ^  |* 

And  further  notice,  that  his  fufferings  behgved  to  be 

in  his  foul,  as  well  as  in  his  body.     And  thinks  be  to 

God  for  it :  and  good  reafon  that  his  foul  fuff^red,  fince 

he  condefcer-ded  to  become  the  furety  or  cautioner  for 

our  fouls.     The  foul  is  the  chief  finner ;  all  the  fins  our 

bodies  Tidiy  arc  from  the  corruptions  of  our  filthy  fouls. 

Therefore  our  Lord's  fufl'erings  behoved  to  be  in  his  fou( ; 

.  becaufe  the  foul  is  the  fountain  from  whence  all  corrup- 

.   tions  come  :  fin  fprings  from  within  the  heart.     It  is  that 

which  proceeds  from   within  the   man,  fays  our  Lord, 

that  deiiles  the  man.     All  the  adlions  of  the  body  are  bv 

nature  filthy  and   unclean,  but   all  uncleanncfs  arifes 

,  from 

't  Pcrliaps  hs  means  the  ancient  heretics  who  rDaiotAinf|i 
Chiift  orly  ii([Mmz6  nian's  body,  but  not  his  foul ;  or  the  Apoi-^ 
linArifts  who,  ihcu;gh  they.granted  th«t  he aff-tiicd  man 't  body 
2t)H  a  fcnhtive  TclI  ;  yet  he  bad  not  the  reafonal^le  or  intelle^iTe 
foul  of  m^n  :  or  that  branch  of  the  Arian  hereby  which  held 
tV»at  Cfcrift's  dtv.'f.ry  fuppbed  the  place  of  bi^  V\\3krc\^t\^^^i\A .  Vt 
iheie  errors  ia  S&craics*  aod  Rofc's  hiacnj  cl^\i.  \tf^^^vA>  ^  - 
aoj.  Sec.  .        ■        . 


76     Mr.  John  Blackaddcrs  Sermons. 

from  the  foul  or  heart.  Well,  our  Lord  fuficred  ia  bii 
foul,  for  that  we  linneJ  in  our  fouls.  But  I  fpeak  of  the 
travel  of  Chrift's  foul ;  and  it  is  long  fince  ye  he^rd  of 
this  -,  but  it  is  longer  lince  he  underwent  this  fore  travel 
of  Ibiil  \  and  I  am  afraid  left  it  be  forgotten.  But  it  fhall 
T:ot  be  forgotten ;  for  there  Ihall  be  a  remembrance  of 
his  dt^nth  untill  he  come  again  unto  judgment,  and  ap^ 
jiear  in  the  fight  of  all.  Alas,  I  fear,  the  impreHion  of 
it  be  much  worn  off  your  fpirits  this  day.  The  day  hss 
been  that  the  foul  fufferings  of  Chrift  would  have  been 
a  doclrine  that  would  have  been  heard  with  pleafure; 
when  exercifes  of  confcience  was  among,  believers  about 
iin,  and  the  wrath  of  God  for  fm.  Wc  cannot  tell  whst 
is  in  this  ;  but  we  (hall  fpeak  a  word  to  it  now^  when 
the  devil  and  his  emiilarics  arc  doing  all  they  can'to  cait 
dovm  the  foul  fufferings  of  Chrill  *,  and  to  add  more  fuf- 
fering  unto  him  in  his  myftical  members.  But  firft,  la 
me  premife  before  I  fay  any  more  on  the  fubjeft,  tb« 
Chrifi's  fufferings  were  fuch  as  never  man  fuffereJ  the 
like  of,  nor  is  ever  mere  man  poflibly  able  to  fuff*ert]ic 
like  again,  yea,  the  foul  fufferings  of  CliriH:  are  beyond 
all  that  preachers  can  exprefs.  The  evangelift  gives  a  bint 
of  it.  But  in  its  fulnefs,  it  cannot  be  dcfcribcd  at  all, 
unlcfs  ye  could  tell  us,  what  is  the  weight  of  the  infinite 
juftice  of  God.  B'Jt  I  fhall  point  out  fomewhat  of  k 
in  a  few  particuhirs. 

I.  He  fuffcred  in  his  foul ;  as  the  travel  of  his  foul  had 
aconjunftion  and  union  with  his  body,  fo  it  became  1 
partaker  of  all  his  bodily  fufferings  by  fympathv. 
And 

( r.)  In  rcfpett  that  his  foiil  travelled  by  being  confined 
within  a  mortal  body  of  clay.  Well,  fays  the  apoftlei 
when  fpcaking  of  the  ibul,— -/t^r  'we  that  are  in  tl'u  ta* 
hernacle  do  groan ^  being  burJenn^  Sec.  And  far  more 
rcafon  had  Chriil  to  lay  fo,  dwefling  in  a  tabernacle  of 
clay.     But 

(2,)  His  foul  fuffcred  in  all  his  fiulefs  human  infirmi- 
ties by  reafon  of  the  union,  and  fympathy  arifing  there* 
&om.     His  foul  travelled  in  all  thelc  pieces  of  human 

frailty : 

^  llow  applic^ibte  i«  this  to  t!.c  Arminian  abdSocinian  teach* 
Cf$  Jn  this  day,  who,  thooph  they  h-ive  not  ihe  conhdence'd 
afTcrt  Chrift  a  mccr  mao  orly  »  y*?^  ^w  fo  explain awAy  the  me- 
rit and   t(fvc7ic\Qu«  Trirtur  or  hi»  blcod  aod   fu&rixif^s,   atn 

good  ttUHi  Ot  %tt  *k\\X^U^^^  W«V\l  ^5i>«  >^wV^. 
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fi*ai:ty  :  he  had  communication  with  tis  in  weaknefs  of 

ooJy,  Iiungcr,  thirft,  wearinefs,  5^r.     All  thcfe  affec- 

X{:d  his  foul  5  his  foul  travelled  by  fympnthy  in  all  thefe 

outward  nijferies ;  he  hinifelf  bare  our  infirmities  : — ^for 

■_    '  ive  have  not  an  high  prieji  that  cannot  he  touched  with  the 

:    y^f^'ifig  of  our  infirmities  ;  but  was  in  all  poi fits  tempted  as 

:     'ive  are  ^  yet  without  fin  ^  Heb.  iv.   15,     And 

-  (3.)  His  foul  fuffered  alfo  in  all  the  pcrfecutions  he 
J  met  with  upon  his  body  ;  inflidted  upon  his  body  by  di- 
i;  vine  appointment  in  all  his  huntings  and  chaffings  from 
-jr  place  to  place,  buffeting,  and  reproaches  that  were  caft 
^  upon  him. — His  foul  fuffered  alfo  in  all  the  torture  and 
2  pains  inflicted,  upon  him  by  tormenting  his  naked  body 
.J  with  a  crown  of  thorns  and  nails  on  the  crofs;  befides 
-;  fmiting  with  rods,  plucking  off  the  hair,  fpitting  on  his 
^  bleffed  face,  piercing  his  fide,  hands  and  feet,  till  blood 
^  and  water  came  out,  in  all  thefe  his  foul  fuffered  in 
i  ^yi^pathy  with  his  body  :  and  we  may  alfo  obferve,  that 
;  they  were  more  immediately  the  fufferings  of  the  foul, 
•    wherewith  the  body  had  a  iympathy  and  did  fuffer,  and 

wjs^affe<fted  with  oftimes  (when  no  outward  infolencv^ 
was  offered)  by  being  under  a  time  of  abfence  from  his 
Father's  houfe,  and  diftant  from  the  iftihiediatc  fruition 
of  his  FatlivTand  his  God  in  glory  j  that  is  a  foul  travel 
even  in  a  believer,  2  Cor.  v.  6.  While  we  are  at  hem  • 
//.'  tJjc  bodjy  ws  are  ahjent  from  the  Lord.  As  to  that  im- 
mediate enjoyment  of  him  in  his  foul  in  glory,  this  wai 
a  foul  travel  to  Chrif^  to  be  fo  long  away  from  h!s  Father** 
houfe. 

2.  His  funl  travelled  by  many  affaults  and  foul  temp- 
tations from  the  devil.  This  was  a  travel  of  foul  to 
Chritl,  and  one  of  his  laft  ileps  of  humiliation,  that 
he  Hooped  fo  low  :.s  tc  be  buffeted  and  affaulted  Dy  tae- 
£oul  foirit ;  and  thnt  by  horrid  temptations.  Thoujjh. 
there  was  nothing  in  him  the  enemy  had  to  work  upon 
that  was  cr.pabk  of  Tiffenting  or  confenting  to  any  temp- 
tation;  yet  it  was  a  fore  foul-travel  unto  him  to  be  affaul  - 
ted  fo  with  thcfe,  as  is  clear  from  Mat.  iv.  and  l.-ke 
iv. — Fall  do^ifn  (fays  the  devii)  and  worfbip  me.  I  defy 
one  to  be  tempted  with  a  more  ugly  temptation  than  this 
and  this  was  not  at  one  time  only  :  it  is  hinted,  Luke  iv, 
13.  That  when  the  dt^il  bad  ended  all  thefe  temptations, 
te  depoi-ted  from  him  for  a  fepfon^  implying  he  met  with 
new  affauhs,  and  like  enough,  as  he  hada  holy  finlfis 

-  tdiuShncy  in  his  lltih  ;— his  nature h:iOL  ^u  ;L\i^OTtc\\c^  ^^ 
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thefe :  and  likely  enough,  the  devil^s  tempting  him  vas 
to  make  him  relinquifh  the  work  he  had  to  do.    A 

3.  Thing  his  foul  had  to  travel  with,  was  the  weight 
af  all  the  &is;  and  abominable  tranfgreifibns  of  the  ek£t 
upon  him,  with  all  their  aggravations.  In  the  form- 
er words  of  the  chapter,  it  is  faid,— Ti6^  Lord  hath 
laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us.  ail. — Our  Lord  took  Upon 
him  this  heavy  load  to  prefs  down  his  foul.  He  charge 
es  himfelf  with  all  their  fins  y  and  it  was  but  righteous 
with  God  to  charge  him  with  all.  He  flood  under  the 
guilt  of  your  fin  and  mine  before  and  after  conveffioo, 
with  all  their  aggravations  againft  light,  love,  and  cod- 
viAions.  O  the  heavy  weight  and  foul  travel  he  was 
under !  God  abhors  nothing  but  fin  :  he  has  a  kve 
to  all  his  creatures,  but  his  fool  hates  the  meufter  fin; 
for  the  holy  God  to  bear  fuch  a  weight  of  that  whidi 
alone  is  loathfome  to  him,  that  was  a  fore  foul  trard 
indeed.  He  laid  upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us  alL  How- 
ever,, it  was  well  upon  his  back,  to  what  it  would  bare 
beeivupon  ours :  for  when  all  is  done,  he  had  that  wd^t 
upon  him,  that  would  have  funk  down  all  the  elefl  (ja 
the  whole  race  of  Adam)  unto  the  bottomlefs  pit  ki 
ever  and  for  ever  more^    A 

4.  Thing  his  foul  travelled  with,  was,,  the*  curie  of 
God's  law  *,  the  &tisfa£tion  of  a  broken  covenant  of 
works  lying  upon  the  elefl  for  all  their  tranfgreffions  ci 
God's  holy  law  5  a  curfc  for  every  fin  with  its  aggrayatl- 
ons  :  as  many  fins  as  m*any  curfes  :  our  fins  are  gone  u;) 
above  our  heads  more  than  we  can  number  v  fo  as  roao; 
curfes  lay  upon  the  head  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  Eyery  one 
of  the  elcils  fins  lay  upon  him,  and  his  foul  travelled  im- 
der  them  all.  Gal.  iii.  10.  Whojbever  is  vtider  th 
nioorks  of  the  lawy  is  under  the  curfe  ;  for  it  is  icrilttrt 
curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  thifigs  wrlti^'i 
in  the  boot  of  the  law^  fa  do  them^ — ^Thc  law  lays  abund- 
ance of  duties  upon  thee;  and  then  the  curie  is  upon 
thee,  if  thou  do  them  not  perfectly,  conftantly,  and 
without  halt,  all  the  days  of  thy  yfe :  He  had  aft  theft  ' 

curfes  to  Ke  under.     So  we  have  it.inthat  13.  verfe, ■ 

Jffui  Cbriji  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law : 
and  how  was  that  ?  Was  it  by  a  word  of  interceflion 
with  the  Father  ?  No  it  was  by  taking  the  curfe  on  biir.- 
felf;  iy  being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  O  good  news^itha^ 
the  bleffin^  of  Abraham  might  come  on  them  d^t  be- 
lieve \  a  bswt  ciJ&\i»cv^  \  \xR.  \ai^<^  "^^l^svxx  5:^^uCes  upon 
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him,  and  gives  us  all  the  blejEngs  that  he  [mrchafed  for 
us.     A 

5.  Thing  that  our  Lord  travelled  under,  was  the  tor- 
menting pains  of  the  fiery  fcorching  wrath  of  an  of- 
fended God.  What  pains  do  you  imagine  the  infinite 
and  fpotlefs  holy  law^  and  the  juftice  of  God  exaft 
and  require  of  a  law  condemned  iinner  ?  even  as  much 
.  torture  and  extremity  of  forrow  and  pain  as  infinite  juf- 
tice can  devife.  It  is  faid,-— <^ir  hath  not  heard,  nor  eye 
feeny  what  is  laid  up  for  them  that  love  him.  So  the  like 
pains  are  refer  ved  for  the  ungodly  in  hell :  all  thefe  paUis 
he  endured  in  his  foul.  Ye  know  not,  ye  A:now  not 
•what  foul  torment  is  :  many  would  fl^e  from  it,  if  they 
icould  get  rid  of  it ,:  but  they  cannot.  But  he  had  all 
this  to  cnduire,  thnt  made  the  poor  firail  body  cry  out 
With  tears,  Who  Jcnows  the  power  of  his  wrath  ?  Aft: 
all  the  angels  in  heaven,  they  cannot  tell  you :  a(k  all 
the  devils  in  hell  that  haye  had  fome  proof  of  it  thcfc 
more  than  five  thoufand  years,  they  cannot  tell  you  : 
but  aik  our  Lord,  he  knows  the  power  of  the  Father's 
^rath  :  it  was  fuch  a  power  of  torment,  that  if  all  the 
angels  in  heaven,  and  ail  the  men  upon  earth  had  bee^ 
in  his  one  body,  they  would  all  have  fuccumbcd,  pc- 
xifhed,  and  quitted  the  work  with  ftiame.-r-But  he^  and 
he  alone,  ftood  under  the  wrath  of  God  ^ke  Father  ; 
becaufe  the  pcrfon  fuffering  was  God :  God  was  with, 
and  in  him  :  he  was  in  his  perfon  reconciling  the  wtirl^ 
unto  himfelf  Without  his  own  foyl  fuifcring,  all  had 
been  loft  and  gone  together,     ^ 

6.  Sours  travel  he  endured,  was,  t^c'contradiBioncf 
Jinners  againfl  himfelf  Heb.  xii.  3.     It  was  not  only  his 

body,  but  even  his  foul  fuffered  under  the  contradifii* 
-on  of  finners  \  and  that  in  different  refpefts, 

{ I.)  Urider^iieir  unbelief.  They  would  not  believe 
him  when  ll^c  had  been  preaching  all  the  day  unto  them  : 
"^  i  I  cbiltradiftion.  He  was  grieved  for  the  bard^ 
Jir  hearti]  that  they  would  not  believe  the  gof^ 
|d  fo  his  foul  fuffered  upon  this  account, 
le  met  with  contradi^ions  by  their  frequent  ©T- 
liifpute  him  out  of  the  great  doftrines  of  the  %tii' 
pel  and  iijan's^&lvation.  When  he  had  preached  thefe 
■ap  all  day,  th^  offered  to  preach  them  all  down  again : 
tliis  was  a  contradiftion  of  finners.  And 
'  •  ■  (j.)  His  (bui  fuffisred  in  all  their  tepco^Yvsa  c^^\x\crs> 
him,  fiaUipg'bbn  a  ghitton^  a  d|ank^,  ^  vivoit^s^^^^^  v 
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'  i'firiend  6f  fuilicans  ani  finnerf  .•  taj^  «i  dcri!  and  Ac 
'.yrmi,  of  devils  :  this  was  a  fere  ibol-travel  and  grief  an- 
*  4b  him.  It  is  faid  of  him;  PTal.  Ixix.  20.  Reprmuh  bath 
'  hrohen  mj  heart.  He  that  was  holf,  harmlds  and  nnde- 
'  filed,  to  be  called  a  vik  (inner ;  and  a  companion  of  no- 
<  torioQs  finners.  He  fufiered  the  taunting,  the  mocking, 
^'|N>intmg  with  the  £nger,  waggvigofthe  head,  cbpfHiig 
of  the  hands  :  he  was. thus  the  object  of  all  their  ri- 
dicule ;  and  this  affi;£ted  his  foul  alfo^ 

(4.)  He  fuSered  bv  their  blafphemoas  mouths,  eren 
in  the  great  eft  agonies  of  his  fuftering,  irhen  hanging 
on  the  crofs.  They  then  faid,  Jf  he  te  the  80m  ^f  iW^ 
lit  him  come  do^'nfrom  the  crcfs  nonv^  and  ni^  ituiilbelU^ 
en  him. — Hefatdy  tetrujiedin  God  :  let  him  deiivertm 
now.     All  this  he  likewifc  fiiff^rcd. 

(5.)  He  fuffered  contradictions  even  from  his  oim 
friends  and  difciples,  by  their  unbelief.  They  could iwt 
caft  the  dc\il  out  of  the  poor  child. — JHhiv  iingJkaUl 
/uffer  jou  ?  bring  htm  unto  me.  This  alfo  app^Jrrd  ip 
■  his  many  expoftclations  with  them  :  O  ye  ef  little fmA  ' 
and  it  alfo  fometinie?  made  him  figh  and  groan  in  fy- 
-  rit,  when  he  faw  their  unbelief.  When  \\t  cane  to 
xaiie  Lazarus,  he  heard  them  faying,  Could  not  ketlist 
•  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  have  hindered  this  nvmto 
hare  died  ?  they  gave  all  over  for  hopeleis  ;  while  hsis 
IKlvancing  and  going  on  to  the  work,  they  are  itill  quv- 
reling  with  him  :  and  he  gets  another  grief  from  Mar- 
tha, who  faid, — Lord^  by  this  time  be  J^ivketb.  This 
was  a  new  grief :  but  he  got  above  all  this  :  Said  I  n-J 
unto  thee,  that  ifthoM  'UJOulJft  believe^  thou  Jhouldfi  fe€  tht 
glory  of  God?     A 

7,  Soul-travel  he  was  under,  was,  the  defertion  and 
deprivation  of  the  light  of  God's  countenance  and  fa- 
voiur.  Never  a  foul  travelled  under  fuch  a  meafln^  of 
this  :  the  want  of  the  light  of  his  Father's  countenance, 
was  indeed  a  fore  foul-travel  unto  him. — All  the  dderti- 
ons  believers  meet  with,  are  but  partial  eclipfcs  ^  bet 
Ibis  was  a  total  cclipfe  :  no  fpark  cf  light,  not  a  blink 
of  his  Father?5  fsivour  here,  when  he  had  moil  need  oi" 
it,,  and  mod  ado  with  it ;  not  the  leail  blink  of  his  Fa- 
ther's countensiDce  for  his  confolation  ;  nothing  but  a  ■ 
eonflifl  with  pure  jnftice,  exaA  and  lore  juiticei;  iodiht  I 
he  cries  out,  MyGody  my  God,  W'v  hcfi  thouL-M^ditn  I 
me  7  And  \t  ^^  Tv;^  'Si-s.xx.^  ^i  v^^^x-Sxvne  that  made    \ 
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him  cry  out  before  fo  many  witneffes.  I  warrant  tomt 
would  have  ftumbled  atthis  :  But  ftumble  as  xhtjmiX^ 
he  would  have  it  oiade  manifcft  for  our  eternal  conip' 
iation  ;  and  to  let  us  all  know  that  there  was  not  one 
penny  of  any  believer's  debt  unpaid  :  nay,  until  Iw 
had  paid  the  utmofl  farthing,  no  favour  could  he  have  ^ 
(b  that  he  cried,  O  my  Father,  nvhy  haft  thoufm-fcM^ 
VIC  ?  Yet  thou  art  xny  God  :  I  hold  thee  by  faith,  al- 
though I  am  made  to  grapple  with  flxift,  pure  and  fc- 
.  verejuftice.     And 

Lafthy  Our  Lord  travelled  under  extreme  forrow  and 
grief:  fometimes  he  was  fo  racked  with  holy  forrow^ 
that  he  was  fcarcely  able  to  fubfift  or  holdout  a  moment 
longer.— ATy  foul^  fays  he,  is  ^exceeding  forrowfitl^  evfn 
unto  death.  O  forrowful  forrow  !  He  was  a  man  of  fir- 
row ,  and  acquainted  with  griefs  Ifa.  liii.  3.  Sometimes 
he  was  put  to  an  extremity  of  horror  ;  thefirronvs  of 
death  and  hell  compajfed  vie  about  5  and  many  times  thcfe 
his  holy  fears  proved,  as  it  were,  didraOing  ;  fo  that 
many  times  he  was  put  to  prayer  and  fupplication  with, 
ftrong  cries  and  tears  for  fear  of  the  awful  wrath  of  an 
offended  God  ;  and  fometimes  his  affeftions  have  been 
fo  excrcifed  and  commoved  without  any  out\vacd  dif- 
turbance,  that  thev  brought  on  him,  as  it  wcrcj  '3  holy 
damp  of  foul :  fo  tnat  while  fpeaking  unto  his  difcipies, 
he  is  fei:5ed  with  fuch  terror  and  ama^^emcnt,  that  he  is 
made  to  fay,.  John  xii,  27,  Now  is  nty  fiul  troubled ;  afid 
tvfjatjimll  I  fay  F  So  that  you  and  I  need  riot  be  alham- 
cd  10  be  put  to  a  non-plus,  when  it  fared  fo  with  liim. 
It  is  true^  he  was  not  long  at  that  with  it  )  for  he  im- 
mediately cries  out,  Father^  glorify  thy  7iafne.  ,    ^ 

Now,  Sirs,  wherefore  was  all  this  ?    Sure  it  was  not 

fi)r  his  own  fake  :  and  the  Lord  never  infilfted  any  pu- 

.  liifhment  upon  any  creature  but  for  fome  certain  caufe  ; 

uow,  what  was  the  reafon  or  caufe  his  foul  was  at  ail 

this  travel  ?  It  was 

I.  Becaufe  the  eleft  had  tranfgrcffed  God's  law ;  znA 

fo  i«'erc  at  variance  with  him,  and  he  with  them.     Thiey 

had  loft  themfelvcs  by  fin  and  tranfgreffion  :  fo  neceffity 

laid  that  on  Chrift,  becaufe  he  was.  become  their  furety  1^ 

and  fo.  it  behoved  him  to  pay  this  debt  for  them  :  aftd 

Jiere  was  the  necefllty  of  his  foult^travel^-Tiff  was  wand" 

.\9df0r  our  tranfgreffions^  he  was  hruifedfor  (fur  iniqifititSf 

■  )thr  ckaflifementyof,  our  peace  was  upon  ■  himi  ahd  iy  hit 

Jlripes  'we  are  bioi^iL     And  fo  being  our  furct'^  w  ^aaa.- 
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tioner^  it  behoved  him  to  take  all  our  debt  upon  hisi. 
Aifd 

2.  He  had  this  fours  travel,  that  he  might  make  a- 
mends  to  offended  juftice,  and  reconcile  God  and  fin- 
perS|  and  bring  them  into  peace  with  hini^  God  vfos  in 
Chrj/J  reconciling  the  world  unto  htmfelf:  a  (Irange  word 
hidecd  !  what  meant  all  this  foul-travel  ?  Wliy,  it  was 
juft  God  making  amends/  fo  to  fpeak^  or  fatisfyinghim- 
felf. — The  chajlifement  of  our  peace  nvas  upon  hiniy  andh 
hisjirtpes  we  are  healed, 

3.  This  behoved  to  be  the  way,  or elfc  no  others 
could  make  it :  angels  and  men  could  not  find  it ;  yo, 
God  himfclf,  confidently  with  his  honour,  could  not 
find  out  another  way.  All  that  he  devifed  in  his  oii- 
nance  of  typical  facrifices,  purged  fin,  but  not  properly, 
Heb.  X.  4,  5.  For  it  is  not  pojfible  that  the  blood  of  kh 
nnd  goats  Jhould  take  anvay  Jin, — Wherefore  %vhen  he  c^n- 
eth  into  the  world,  he  faith,  Sacrifce  and  offering  thn 
wouldfl  not.  And  what  then  ?  Then  f aid  he,  Lo,  I  noi 
to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  There  is  no  other  way  of  recon- 
ciliation. Our  head  was  on  the  block  :  jufticc  had  dnira 
the  fword  :  then  he  fteps  in,  and  fays,  Lo,  I  ccsk-  0 
there  is  a  fcafonable  Saviour,  who  in  due  time  fajs,  b 
I  come  I  But  woe  worth  us  for  the  bad  feqiiical  wc  toe 
made  him  for  all  this. 

4.  Another  neceffity  laid  upon  him,  vras,  fovcreig? 
Jove  :  and  to  give  vent  to  this,  finners  niuf^  be  maui 
clean,  and  the  enmity  mufi  be  done  away.  Love  mm: 
be  at  them  •,  and  therefore  love  travelled  a  foul's  tmvri, 
to  have  the  beloved  faved  :  For  God  fo  loved  the  worU^ 
that  he  gai*e  his  only  begotten  Son.  Who  can  exprefs  thb 
love  !  He  loved  us,  and  wa/bed  us  in  his  oivn  blood.  \V"h:i! 
made  him  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  take  his  own  blood  ?  Be- 
caufe  he  loved  us,  therefore  he  walhed  us  in  his  own 
blood.  Says  the  apoftl'^,  Gal.  ii.  20. — The  life  which  I 
now  live  in  the  flefh,  I  live  hy  the  faith  of  the  Son  ofGoiy 
who  loved  me  and  gave  himfelffor  vh.  All  this  proceed- 
ed from  love  :  love  made  our  I^ord  do  this,  when  no  0- 
ther  bond  could  bind  him,  either  from  God  or  the  crea- 
ture, nothing  but  the  love  that  Go  J  bare  to  finners. 

Now,  I  come  unto  a  fhort  word  of  appticnticm 
USE  I.  What  fay  ye  unto  it,  when  we  are  fpeaking 
of  Chnft-'s  foMlS  tnvel  ?  (which,  alas  !  we  can  give  biit 
a  poor  ti^Txovi  \ivca  ^T^,    '^\!\  -^^  ^svi^JSAT^^Tt^iflbiriv 
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itiort:  and  more  to  fcarch,  and  know  more  of  the  fouFff 
fufferings  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ?  what  fay  ye  Unto  the  fuf- 
fcrings  of  our  Lord,  that  he  fuflFered  in  his  foul  ?  and 
what  think  ye  of  them  ?  all  the  angels  in  heaven  are 
looking  into  this  myftery,  God  rhanifejlcd  in  tbefitfi  / 
God-man  fuffering  in  our  nature  to  reconcile  finners  un- 
to himfelf  \  they  Took  and  wonder ;  and  they  can  never 
come  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Strange  myftery  |  a  world's 
wonder  !  O  Sirs,  what  think  ye  of  it,  that  the  foul  of 
him  that  was  God,  was  thus  put  to  travel  for  your  fins  ? 
what  think  ye  of  it,  O  weft  country,  and  pariih  of  KiU 
bride,  before  whom  Chrift  crucified  has  been  evidently 
fet  forth,  many  a-day,  before  you  in  the  gofpel,  and 
inculcated  iipori  you  ?  what  fay  ye  to  if,  that  have  this 
day  heard  a  ftiort  pepetition  of  Chrift's  foul's  travel,  and 
fome  of  this  fruits  of  it  ?  what  thiiik  ye  of  it  ?  But,^ala9, 
woes  me,  I  am  afraid  that  all  is  wrong  with  many  of  you : 
I  £ear,  we  may  fay  to  many  in  Scotland,  and  to  many  of 
you,  what  the  apoftlc  faid  unto  the  unbelieving  Jews 
at  Antioch,  A<fts  xiii.  who,  when,  he  had  been  fettbg 
forth  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  fruits  of  them, 
offering  Chrift  unta  them,  and  through  him  the  fof- 
givennefs  of  fin,  he  comes  in  the  40th  verlc,  to  give 
them  this  caveat. — Beware  therefore,  lejl  that  come  upon 
youy  that  is  fpohen  of  in  the  prophets.  Behold,  ye  defpifers, 
a?ui  wonder,  andperijb.  The  Lord  forbid,  that  we  ftiould 
have  thi*  to  apply  unto  you. — Behold  a  crucified  Chrift, 
a  foul-travelling  Redeemer  :  behold  him  bleeding  in  bis 
love-wounds,  and  fcorched  before  the  fire  of  divine  juf- 
ti  je  :  behold  him  bleeding  on  the  crofs  :  behold  him 
dead  and  buried  :  behold  him  in  all  his  foul's  travel  5  and 
wonder  and  perifh.     Why  ? 

\J},  Bdcaufc  they  are  defpifers  of  all  his  fufferings. 
I  charge  many  in  Scotland,  and  fome  of  you  that  arc 
here  this  day,  for  being  defpifers  of  this  precious  foul- 
doctrine.  Who  are  defpifers  of  the  foul-fufferings  .pf 
Chrift  ?  even  unbelievers.  O  defpifers  of  the  foul-fuf- 
ferings of  Chrift,  Behold,  I  work  a  work  ofwondc^r, 
and  a  thing  marvellous  in  your  eyes, /which  tho*  a  man  telly^u^ 
ye  will  not  believe. — Behold  ye,  wonder  and  perijb  :  yc 
lliall  foe  and  hear  Chrift  crucified,  and  make  a  wonder 
of  it  ;  and  ye  ftiall  perilh,  if  ye  believe  not.     And : 

2dly,  They  thit  believe  the  doftriiie  of  it,  tl»t  fach  a 
thing  was  true ,    but  never  fat  down  fetiouft^  vviVeci^  "Ol 
h^kuuto^  tie  foul-fufferinga  o£  C\xt\ft*    'YlNaX^V.  ^^. 
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that  the  four$  futFeringsof  Cbrift  arc  of  no  value,  that 
yc  never  fat  down  fericufly  to  take  a  look  of  all  the  piins 
he  has  been  at>  and  all  he  has  done  and  fuBFcrcd  ? 

3///)p,  They  are  dcfpifcrs  and  wondercrs  that  m.?kc  a 
nock  or  jeft  of  fin.  There  are  fome  that  think  it  a  iprt 
to  do  evil.  How  roany  fnch  fports  are  there  now  a- 
days  ?  Many  when  they  have  finned,  T^hilc  they  arc  sble, 
by  idle  jefting,  blafpheming  God's  name^  piercing  :u:il 
cutting  his  work,  they  will  juft  make  a  gaff  of  laughter 
of  it.  Do  ye  make  a  fport  of  fin,  which  cod  our  Lord 
fo  much  foul-travel  ?  So  ye  defpife,  'wonder  and perifr, 
Thefe  ranters  that  make  a  fport  of  fin,  are  defpilcrs  in- 
deed. 

4/AA^,  They  arcdefp'fcrs  thas  never  felt  the  gricvouf- 
licfs  of  fin  before  Cod  ;  that  were  never  under  ioui's 
!want5  by  fin,  convi6lions  or  challenges  of  confciecce^. 
Thefe  folk  who  never  have  found  the  weight  of  fin,  arc 
defpifers  of  our  Lord's  fuffcrings  ;  for  tht;y  think  tlicm 
all  needlefs.  The  man  that  has  a  filcnt  confcicnce,  thu 
weights  him  not  becaufe  of  fin  ;  that  man  is  adefpifer} 
fot  he  thinks  that  all  which  Chrifl  endured  was  ueeuld*^, 
becaufe  he  has  a  light  biinicn  of  it.     And 

Stkly^  They  are  defpifers,  that  from  the  weight  of  fin 
were  never  urged  to  flee  in  unto  the  blood  of  Jefus 
Chrifl  for  waihing  and  cleanfing  :  they  are  all  defpifers 
that  were  never  thus  urged  to  come  and  clofe  with 
Chrill.  Thou  fayeft  all  this  was  in  vain  thar  he  fiifFered, 
becaufe  thou  wilt  not  make  uie  of  it  all  :  thefe  foul-ful- 
ferings  of  Chrill  are  not  of  thy  foul's  conccrnniect,  while 
in  this  condition.     And 

6ihly^  Afixtli  fort  of  defpifers  in  this  generation,  arc 
the  perfccutors  of  Chiift,  of  lils  gofpel  and  ordinances ; 
to  whom  we  may  fay,  Beheld y  ye  defpifers ^  nxionder  ar'i 
ferijb,  Wc  fear,  that  come  on  them  :  fcr  perfecutors 
are  defpifers  of  the  fufit  rings  of  Chrift  in  thefe  two  rc- 
fpedb  following  : 

I.  They  interdict  anl  forb:i  the  minifiers  of  Chriil 
topublifh  the  dodlrine  of  his  foul's  fufferings  :  thcv  are 
not  difcharged  to  preach  againfl  Popcry  and  Prelacy  on- 
ly ;  but  fimply  difcharged  to  preach  at  all,  that  is  to  fay, 
ye  (hall  make  no  mention  of  Chrift,  or  his  foul's  fuffe- 
rings either. — ^'ITiat  is  a  great  difcharge  of  our  Ixjrd's 
foul-travel  5  yet  they  will  not  fo  much  as  hear  of  it. — 
And 

2.  They 


Bpm  Js  A.-  nil.  tl.  •     "^  '       ^ 

2.  They  are  defpifers  by  obftm^ling,  what  in  them 
lies,  the  gathering  in  of  the  fruit  of  bur  Lord's  foul-tra* 
vel  up  arid  down  the  land  at  this  day. — What  is  ouif 
Lord  doing  by  his  gofpcl  ?  We  have  our  record  in  hea- 
ven this  day,  that  this  is  our  great  errand  amongftyou^ 
to  gather  in  the  travel  of  his  foul  ;  to  fee  where  thei-eis 
any  of  the  loft  fheep  of  the  ^oufe  of  Ifrael,  and  to  get 
a  gripe  of  them  i  to  get  poor  bankrupt  finners  who  are 
bound  captives  to  iin  and. Satan^. and  have  nothing  to 
pay  their  debt,  brought  in  to  the  Saviour,  and  fet  free : 
and  it  is  thie  enemies  defign  this  day  to  obftruft  this^ 
But  it  is  above  their  hand  to  hinder  it,  though  they  are 
defpifers.  So  they  add  more  to  what  they  have  already 
done ;  they  are  adding  more  foul-fufferings  to  Chrift  ; 
for  he  has  a  fympathy  with  his  myfticalbody  the  church  s 
So///,  5<iw/,  nvhy  perfecuteft  thou  me  ?  O  defpifers,  yron- 
der  and  perifli,  ye  that  flight  all  that  Chrift's  fpul  tatlifel 
endured  already ;  and  not  only  foj  but  they  muft  ad4' 
afilidbions  to  the  affli<5led,  and  perfecute  him  in  lii$  mein* : 
bers,'whofe  foul  futterqd  before  :  and  they  will  bear  hiioi 
down  in  the  extent  of  his  merit  alfo.  O  defpifers,  we  . 
arcafraid  ye  bemen  that  ^^A^/^,  wonder  and  perijb. 

USE  2.  And  it  is  a  word  to  you,  believers  in  Chrift, 
that  have  already  clofed  with  him,  and  accepted  of  his 
foul's  fuiferingS.     And  .  •  , 

1.  Have  ftill, this; great  love  of  God  manifeftedin  the 
foul's  fufterings  of  Chrift  in  view,  and  wonder  and  ad-, 
mire  at  it.     Her6  is  a  wonder  !  Behold y  what  manner  of  , 
love  the  Father  hath  .  bejlowed  up07i  us,  that  nvejhould  he 
caUed  the  fons  of  God  !  and  has  laid  all  this  fuffering  ou 
his  own  fon  for  your  fake,  and  he  was  content  to  under- 
go all  this  foul-travd  for  you,  believers,  that  have  fled 
into  him.     The  poor,  bafe,  felf-judged  and  felf-condem- 
ned  finner,  that  had  nothing  to  bring  to  him  ;  but  was 
only  living  j  and  if  he  had  thruft  thee  away,  thou  muft 
'be  yet  upon  him.     Though   he  had   endured  all  this-  ". 
foul's  travel  j  take  a  new  look  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
love  of  God  in  all  thefe  pieces  of  foul-travel  drawn  iQ  ^« 
fuch  great  charafters  that  be  that  runs  may  read  it.    Be- 
hold what  manner  of  love  is 'this,  that  the  foul  of  his. 
beloved  Son  ihbuld  be  fb  preflid  under  your  fins,  O  be*' 
licvm !  .And 

2.  ObelicVer^,  it  is  your  duty  to  hate  .fin,  andaUfip. 
Hafe  illy*  All' ye  that  love  the  Lord  :  hate  your  o^iv  i^^^ 
more  jban  any  fins.     Your  fiin  is  mo&  \i2X^\5\.\xxv\.o  ^^ 
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juftict  of  God,  and  even  beyond  the  Cyns  of  reprobates ' 
for  it  has  this  to  aggravate  it,  that  reprobates  tins  have 
wronged  the  juftice  or  law  of  God  \  but  thou  haft  wrong- 
cd  the  innoc^t  and  harmlefs  Lamb  of  God.  O  how 
lothfdme  fhould  your  fins  be,  that  have  burtbened  hini 
thus.  It  was  thy  fins,  O  believer,  that  made  him  fufier 
all  this  in  thy  foul's  ftcad  :  it  was  your  fins  that  brought 
all  the  temptations,  all  the  heavy  curfes  of  God's  holy 
law,  and  caufed  him  to  be  made  as  it  were  an  excration 
by  his  dear  Father  •,  and  that  not  for  his  own,  but  for 
your  own  fins.  It  was  thy  fins,  O  believer,  that  made 
him  endure  that  intolerable  pain  and  wrath  of  God, 
which  made  him  cry  out,  My  Gcdy  wy  Gody  ivhy  hajt 
thouforfakiii  mt  ?  I  lay,  and  cluirge  it  horoe  upon  thee, 
that  it  was  thy  fins  that  made  him  fuller  all  this  ibre  foul's 
travel. — It  was  thy  fins  that  made  the  Son  of.  God  ta 
travel  under  all  this  foul's  forrov/,^  and  all  the  tenors  thai 
firft  made. thee  to  flee  in  to  him.  Thus  ihovld  you 
inourn  \  for  gofpel-mourning  is  to  look  upon  the  face  of 
your  fins,  and  be  grieved. 

.  3.  If  any  ofyoit  has  a  fore  fit  of  fonl-exercifc,  (alas ! 
that  there  is  To  little  foul-exercile  amongft  you)  think 
not  much  of  that.^  You  have  but  fparks  in  your  way  : 
tliere  is  a  vail  diiference  betwixt  your  Ibul-exercife  and 
the  Ibul-travel  of  Chrift.  His  was  for  fatisfadlion  \  but 
yours  at  the  worft  is  but  a  fatherly  rebuke  to  the  child 
of  God;  but  his  was  a  fevere  rcbuk  ?  of  the  wrath  of 
God,  until  he  fulfilled  the  utmoft  mite  unto  ftrift  juf- 
tice. — ^Thcrefore,  take  it  in  good  part,  you  who  have 
fuch  exercife  -,  for  his  foul  travelled  to  fatliify  for  ail 
thefe.     A 

4.  Word  to  believers,  is,  let  all  tlvk  foul^travcl  draw 
out  your  love  unto  him.  Is  there  one  fpark  of  love  wi- 
thin you  ?  or  is  it  dead  and  cold  for  all  th;it  has  been  faiU 
of  this  foul-travel  of  his  ?  Let  this  draw  out  the  love  of 
your  hearts,  and  not  of  your  words  only  unto  him:  give 
away  your  hearts  unto  him.  Away  with  thefo  harlot* 
lovers  :  he  has  loved  us  with  fuch  love  as  made  him  en- 
dure all  this  foul-traveL  Let  this  curfe  all  your  idols 
to  the  door  with  an  oath  of  abjuration. — What  have  I  ta 
do  any  more  with  idols  ?  Take  a  look  of  CI: rift's  foul'ft 
travel,  and  let  him  have  his  room. — Love  hini  net  Uk,. 
words  only,  but  in  your. hearts  and  pra^f^icc.  ■  Tjhprc  an?!- 
many  profefs  they  love  our  Lord  Jelhs  Chrift  :  tl^ey^ipfe 
his  cauie^'hls\4v^<^«    T^^-^  Iqv^  the  bible  and  a.  good. 
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preaching :  they  prof<?fs  much  love  to  him  with  th<?ir 
inouths  ;  but  their  prafticc  and  Atz^%  fet  forth  the  ha- 
tred of  their  hearts. — It  is  love  in  the  heart  that  mak]es 
one  iuflcr  for  liiih  5  and  the  confideration  of  his  foii)*s 
fuiFering  for  yon  fliould  draw  forth  your  love  to  JutFer 
for  him,  and  to  dIfFcrence  your  fufferings  and  his  foiil- 
travcl. 

(i.)  He  fuffered  for  you  before  ye  had  a  capacity  to 
fuffer  for  him  :  and  all  that  ye  fuffer  is  but  in  gratitude 
to  him  for  what  he  fuffered.  Do  then  what  ye  can  in 
cleaving  to  truth,  to  fuffer  for  him. 

{1^  His  foul's  travel  was  his  humiliation  and  abafe- 
menc  5  but  your  fuffering  for  him  is  your  exaltation  and 
advancement. — His  foul's  fuffering  was  for  thy  foul's  fil- 
thinefs  fake  ;  but  thy  fufferings  for  him  is  for  his  ejcceU 
Jency's  fake. — His  fuffering  was  his  abafement  4  but  t^iy 
fuffering  for  him  is  thy  honour.  O  that  this  generation 
cannot  be  brought  to  fuffer  for  him  who  endured  fuch 
foul  fuffering  for  fin. 

U^E  3.  Let  this  doflrine  encourage  minifters  to 
preach  up  the  foul-fuffcrings  of  Chrift  ;  and  for  the  pep-» 
pie  that  hear. this  do'fVrine,  let  it  encourage  you  to  hear 
upon  all  hazards.  There  is  great  hazard  indeed,  now  to 
publifh  the  foul-fufferings  of  Chrift^j  but  thi>  (liould  a- 
nimate  us  to  go  over  the  belly  of  all  oppoiition  :  he  en- 
dured fouUtravel  in  the  greateft  of  perils  :  but  we  do  i^ 
upon  the  hazard  of  the  wrath  of  man  only. 

The  lad  cafe  (and  I  have  done)  is  unto  thofe  that  arc 
yet  living  in  their  fins.  A  word  unto  you,  finners,  that  - 
are  out  of  Chrift,  and  yet  ilaves  unto  your  lu^ls.  It  is 
aday  of  CImft's  good-will  to  Scotland  :  good  news  to 
you,  poor  ftraEgers,  fmners, — the  beft  news  that  ever 
ye  heard,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  put  to  fuch  fore  foul- 
travel  for  recopciling  finners  unto  Go^. — But  you'll  fay, 
Alas,  minifter,  what  of  that  :  I  know  and  have  heard 
of  that :  bnt  that  is  for. the  faints,  friends  and  followers 
of  God,  or  godly  folk. — But,  gi-acelefs  perfon,  wl^o  art 
yet  lying  in  enmity  againft  Go  J,  what  wilt  thou  fay^  if 
thou  (halt  find  it  in  fcripturc,  that  all  this  his  foul's  tra- 
vel was  for  enemies,  and  them  that  ar^  ungodly  :  and 
wilt  thou  ^dd  a  column  to  it  >  and  we  fhall  prove  that 
thou  muft  do  fo,  if  thou  wcrt  the  moft  debauched  fi^^ 
neif  mail  Scotland,  (and  I  here  are  as  debauched  finners  * 
in  if,'  n5  in  M  tht  world).  Wh'At  woxM^  Xivovi  ^-s^ %  '^^  ~ 
thou  (hdlv  Ihni  thy  name  encraveuupoxv  N)cw<^  fe\iX-K\&^'^- 
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^gs  of  Chrift  ?  read  Rom.  v.^^  For  when  voevten^ 
ihout Jirengthy  Chrtfl  died  for  the  ungodly.     He  dkdM 
for  fiints  or  friends  ;  but  for  ungodly  perfons  like  unto 
theej  and  even  for  enemies,  as  in  the  loth  vcrfc>-wi* 
tve  'were  enemies^  nve  ivere  reconciled  to  God  hj  the  dtaih^ 
his  Son.    Now  enemj  and  finner,  what  faycft  thou  w 
that  ?  Canft  thou  lay  any  claim  to  it  ?    or  haft  thouaoj 
life  fcr  the  foul-fufferings  of  Chrift  ?  for  it  was  for  fcch 
£nncrs  as  thou  art. — But  I  tell  thee  better  news  yet,  if 
better  news  can  be  told  thee  :  there    is  authority  gra 
from  the  great  mafter,  whofe  foul  travelled  all  this  tra- 
vel, unto  his  lawful  and  fent  fervants,  to  treat  with  un- 
godly flnners  upon  the  fatlsfafliou  of  his  foul's  travd: 
to  us  is  committed  the  luord  of  reconciliat ion  : — ^andfaystks 
fame  apoftle,  2  Cor.  i.  20.   JVe  pray^  yon  in  ChrijrsjJealt 
be  ye  reconciled  unto  God.     And  we  have  a  warrant  asi 
Vnqneftionable  foundation  of  aflurance  that  backs  or 
requefl,  that  it  fhall  he  made  out.  For  heJbaUfee  theirt' 
velof  his  fouly  and  hefatisfied  ;  for  he  kath  made  himjf 
for  uSf  who  inew  nojtn^  that  we   might  become  the  nj^ 
tecufnffs  c/Godin  hiwy  2  Cor.  v.   21.      And  what  igA 
thou  to  that?  Come  then,  gracelefs   and  goiUefstoor, 
asd  oRce  more  be  invited  to  corac  to  Chrift,  bcfaiRIc 
hear  that  dreadful  found,r— JD^/>zjr/  from   me^  ye  atjii 
into  everliijtirg fire  prepared  for  the  de^Al  and  b'u  anffU^ 
Come  then,  and  partake  of  the  ibul-foficrings  of  QnS: 
And  we  obtcft  and  charge  you,  before  the  gr^t  Judge fl( 
the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  by  all  the  tonnents  of  hd 
snd  all  the  joys  of  heaven  an4  earth,   ai^d  bv  that  preci' 
ous  immortal  foul  of  yours,  that,  be  what  ^  ye  will,  f 
come  in   now,  and  have  a  fhare   of  the  fbul-travdol 
Chrift.     Is  thy  name,  fin  ?    then  he  was  made  fin,    B 
It  abominable,  defiicute  of  rightcouineis,  yea  fin,  wl 
all  fin  ?  then  he  was  made  fin  in   the  abftra£k  ibr  us, 
that  v/e  night  be  made  the  rightermfnefo  of  Qcd  in  Imw 
Come  then,  and   confefs  your   fins  :    oHly  mciHowUf 
Oine  iniquities,  and  that  thou  halt    walked  comrarr  » 
hhn.     Humble  yourfclves  :    take  with  your  libeli  «" 
d  the  curfes  and  condemnaticn  of  the  law,  and  In; 
ymr  bin.  and  pat  it  mto  Chrift*s  hand,  aiid  tell  him  Jf 
arc  not  able  to  pay  it,  and  fee  what    ye  on  make  cli 
Vrthc  travel  of  his  foul.     He  can  cancel  all  in  tkcli^ 
Q^God  his  Father*,  only  confefs  your-faHhs  .^.jtakcipii 
iifc^th3y^)  and brakoiJ your fin^  by V^QntincoLr.O 


downyour  weapons  of  fin,  and  let,  them  be  no  more? J 
Jet  him  that  is  filthy,  be  filthy  no  more  ;  laydowayoUf 
weapons,  ifyewoiild  {hare  of  the  foul-travel  of  Chrift. 
Come  away,  fays  fhe  Spirit  of  God ^  fury  is  not  in  mej; 
id  kif?i  make  peace  with  me^  and  he  Jhall  have  piace  wifk 
me.     The  l^ord  himfelf  make  a  bargam  of  it,     Am'en^ 


SERMON      VU.  : 

Isaiah  liii,  ii. 
Me  Jball  fi^e  of  the  travel  of  his  Jaul-^  andfkall  he  fatisfi^i^ 

[Afternoon's  Sejimon.  3  '-^ 

THERE  is  two  great  Be*s  that  we  have  read  unto 
you,  and  they  are  peremptory  truths  fpokai  by 
him  who  only  can  fay,  p,all  he^  the  fovereign  God,  who  " 
works,  and  who  can  hipder  ?  He  has  faid,  He  pall  fie 
ef  the  travel  of  his  fbul\  und  he  flmll  he  fatisfed.     Wc 
told  you  in  the  forenoon,  that  Chrift  travelled  for  re- 
deeming loft  fianeirs  :  it  was  not  for  nought ;  but  it  was 
a  i^reat  bufinefs  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  it  fhould  hc.a 
bullnefs  of  great  value  in  yours  alfo.     It  w^s  a  bufmefs 
of  great  price  in  the  fight  of  God,  the  faving  of  fouls. 
It  was  for  this  he  travelled, — We  told  you  lafi:,  that  it 
was  for  ungodly  finners,  debauched  finners,  and  the 
chief  of  finners  :  we  aiked  again  and  again,  if  ye  had  ai^y 
ufe  or  need  of  this  travel ;  and  we  fliall  aik  it  as  long,  as 
there  is  any  ungodly  finner  oiit  of  heU,  when  the  cver- 
lafiing  gofpcl  is  preached.     But  we  know  not  how  Ippg 
our  time  and  yours  fhall  be  together.     We  fpake  alfo  of 
what  improvement  ye  ihould  make  of  this  fouUtravel : 
andOftrangel  ftrangc  !  that  weihouldhavetoputyxii 
>  again  in  mind,  and  that  the  fenfe  of  need  puts  you  ngit 
in  mind  of  it.     In  all  this  it  was  true,  that  for  wlckcad 
'  and  ungodly  finners  he  dic4  ;  for  the  ungodly  to  make 
Hhem  g6dly  >  and  he  died  for  enemies,,  to  make  thevct 
^firi^ndi^     But  it  isa  ce^in  trutlii,  lltiatTa.^  ^At-^lot  x^snko^ 
•  mbik  they  were   CAcmics.      A\iniiaasi>  IS-aa.c^  ^^vt^^ 
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David,  ts^c.  yea,  all  thcchicf  of  the  faints  that  arc  now 
m  heaven,  what  were  they  once  but  ungodly  men  ?— 
Chrift  died  for  thefe,  while  ungodly,  even  as  ungodly 
fome  of  them  as  you  and  I  am. — He  had  not  another 
fort  to  die  for  but  enemies  and  ungodly  tinners :  anJ 
he  had  no  call  to  have  died,  had  the%'  not  becnib.^ 
Therefore  again  and  again,  I  tell  you  thicfe  good  news, 
even  all  you  ungodly  finncrs  that  are  in  the  l.uul  of  the 
living  and  out  of  hell ;  Chriffc's  foul  travelled  for  enc- 
T\v^  and  ungodly  men  fuch  as  you  and  I  am  :  May  yc 
not  then  come,  and  get  a  fliare  of-it.  imputed  unto  you 
for  right eoufnefs  ?  and  yow  JhuUhgarud  finners,  thai 
are  far  from  right  eoufnefs^  what  will  ye  do  ?  will  yc  pro- 
traft  time,  until  the  times  be  changed  ?  it  may  be,  it  wll 
never  be  put  in  the  mouth  of  a  meflenger  of  God,  to 
come  fo  near  hand  with  an  offer  of  peace  unto  you  a* 
pain.  What  fhift  will  yc  make  in  a  little  ?  Ye  will  not 
have  the  opportunity  every  day  to  come  to  a  moor-lidc 
to  hear  the  joyful  found :  O  then,  for  a  touch  ^i  this  foul- 
travel  of  Chrift  to  reconcile  you  unto  God.  Take  it  in 
time,  {o  long  as  ye  may  have  it,  I'll  tell  what  many  a 
foul,  once  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  now  in  hell,  is  cry- 
ing, **  We  once  heard  the  fame  of  the  gofpel,  and  wots 
"  us,  that  we  flighted  the  call  and  cry  of  minifters,  pray- 
•^  ing  us  to  be  reconciled  unto  G;^/."— Then  fhall  anfwcr  the 
reflex  found  in  the  confcience  for  all  the  preaching-da??, 
faft-days,  and  great  communion-days  ;  all  thcfe  lliall 
found  again  in  the  confcience;  thiat  Ihailbc  more  dread- 
ful than  the  flirieks  of  devils.  "  I  heard  o^  the  fame 
<*  of  the  foul-travel  of  Chrift  j  but  I  cared  nothing  fw 
^^  it.  Then  woes  mc,  tliat  I  hated  inft ruction,  and  de- 
•'  fpifed  the  voice  of  my  teachers."  All  thi:^,  and  more 
will  be  yoiu*  cry  then,  believe  it,  if  yc  hearken  not  ui 
time. 

There  is  no  more  ado  now,  but  to  lay  do\^^  your  wea- 
pons of  rebellion,  and  accept  of  the  free  offer  of  Chrifl, 
jind  that  without  money  and  without  price.  Only  be 
feniible  of  want,  miiery  and  unworthinefs  ;  and  be  wil- 
ling, O  debauched  ihiner,  thou  that  haft  been  fo  wil- 
ling to  fln,  wilt  thou  but  be  heartily  willing  to  be  lav- 
ed, and  take  this  foul-travel  of  Chrift,  this  day  ?  Here 
It  is  offered,  and  it  is  like  it  is  for  thy  fake  that  this  teit 
pf  fcripturc  is  preached  this  day.  Wilt  thou  not  be  per- 
fuaded  ?  oy  \s  \^t  ^\e.-\^\M^  vi^  C\w  Co  fweet,  tJfiat  thou 
Vilt  ill  t?a^  *u\N\uUCiX\  •*.  e^\\.^t  dl  -wOckRv^x  \  ^'^^^ 
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t]^t  biutie  may  take  back'his  word,  and  clapa  righteoiis 
ciirfc  of  hardnefs  upon  your  hearts  ^  or  the  devil  fhall 
call  in  fome  impediment  or  other  in:  yoiir  way,  in  the 
^      application  pfthrs   foul-travel  of  Chrift.     We  arc  aim^J 
[      ing  to  have  fome  ungodly  finner  made  godly,  and  fome 
I     f  nemy  reconciled  unto  God  this  day  ;  and  we  wot  not 
p     what  will  become  of  it.     O  that  there  might  be  a  bsnv 
■^     gain  of  it  amongft  you  this  day,  when  Chrift  is  offered 
ji     to  you..     Woily  Sirs,  He ^af/fee  of  rbe  travel  of  his  fau/f 
j-     afjc!  he  fathfed.'^GoQ^  news  as  ever  ye  heard  :  he  tra- 
..     veiled  to  the  full,  and  iiniflied  the  journey,  and  brought 
1^     forth  the  great  birth  of  falvation  to   purpofe,  and  that 
,,     unto  every  ele£l  ilnner  unto  the  end  of  the  world.     Peacef 
with  God,  and  pardon  of  all  tranfgrcflions  are  for  them 
wrou^^ht  out  by  this  foul-travel  of  Chrift. — But  we  have? 
better  news  to  tell  you  yet,  and  that  is,  Chrift  fhail  fee< 
the  travel  of  his  foul  made  out  onto  himfelf  :  he  fliall 
.     be  a  livhig  tvitnefs  to.fee  all  the  travel  of  his  foul,  reconi- 
penced  ;  this  lies  not  on  your,  or  mine,  or  the  churchV 
care.     O  Siis^  if  it  did  fo,  we  would  not   take  meiklc^ 
pains  of  it  in^thering  in  his  foul's  traveL     But  he  him- 
felf fltall  fee  ii  done.— The  fecond  doftrinal  point  is> 

Do  c  T.  a.  That  alt  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  irt»* 
veiled  for ^  Jje  fijall  fee  fully  made  out  unto  him, 

^         In  fpeaking  unto  which,  I  ftiall  endeavour, 

"        J.  To  fliew  what  he  fhall  fee  made  out  by  the  travel 

*  of  his  foul.     And 

'         II.  Givcfome  grounds  of  aflurancc,  that  he  Ihall  fetf 

*  this  travel  of  his  foul  made  out  unto  him. 

■^ .       I.  What  he  ihaH  iee  made  out  unto  him  by  the  tra- 

*  vel  of  his  foul.     And 

I/?,  He  ftiall  fee  the  fruit  of  his  foul's  travel  made  out 

'  with  rerpert  unto  all  and  ever)'  one  of  the  eledl  of  God  ;  -. 

^  and  that  in  rcfpecl  of  their  number  unto  one  lingle  and  " 

•'  individual  perfon,-  even  the  meaneft  and  moft  obfcurp 

f  perfon  of  them  that  ever  was  bom,  of  sU  nations  and 

\  languages.     Every  one  in  Scotland,  England,  Ireland, 

j  Trance,  Spain,  Germany,  i^c.  where  the  will  of  God 

>  WHS   revealed,  fhall  be  made  to  fing  this  fong,  Rev.  v. 

i  9.  through  the  ages  of  eternity  ; — Thnu  tnc^  f.ain^  and 

i  lajl  iukf^.^us  hy  thy  bloody  and  hajl  ^r.iait  ui  VAng^s  and 
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priefts  unto  Gw/.— It  was  his  Father's  will  and  good  plet- 
fure  that  he  fhould  give  his  life  for  them  ;  and  he  {hall 
get  an  account  of  them  from  the  greateft  to  the  leaft ; 
even  of  all  that  he  died  for,  tlnyfiall  he  raifed  up  at  the 
loft  day.     Believers  of  all  fizes  in  graces,  Abraham  who 
was  ftrong  in  faith,  and  ftaggered  not  at  the  promiie, 
and  thefe  who  are  fo  weal:  in  faith,  that  they  have  e- 
nough  ado  to  hang  by  a  hair,  like  the  poor  Publican 
that  flood  afar  off,  or  like  that  man  who   faid,  Lord^  I 
helie^'t^  help  my  unbeliefs     He  (hall  alfo  fee  the   travel  of 
his  foul  made  out  upon  r.ll  iizes  of  age,  old   and  young, 
and  middle  aged  men  and  women,  from  thofe  that  are 
called  early  in  the  morning,  unto  thofc  that  are  called 
in  the  laft  hour  of  the  evening. — He  fhall  fee  the  travel 
of  his  foul  made  out  from  all  quarters,  and   upon  2IJ 
ranks  and  denominations  of  men,  even  fom&  of  the  migh- 
ty, noble  and  wife  according  to  the  flcfli ;  and  though 
not  many  of  thefe  are   called,  thanks  be  to  God,  ths: 
there  are  fome  of  all  ranks  of  men,  that  he  fliall  fee  the 
travel  of  his  foul  made  out  upon  ;  though  not  many  of 
the  nobles,  great  folk,  and  heads  of  wits,  are  faved.— 
y  e  fee  your  callings  brethren^  how  not  many  nvife  menefiir 
the  Jfejb^  not  many  mighty^    not  many  noble  are  cai/ed. — 
Yet  a  few  of  thefe  (hall  not  be  wanting  :  but  Chrift  (hall 
fee  the  travel  of  his  foul  made  out  from  the  greateft  untD 
the  moft  defpicable  and  pooreft  of  mankind. 

2dlyy  He  fhall  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul  made  out  in 
reference  unto  all  that  he  purchafed  for  them.     The 

1.  Thing  he  fhall  fee  made  out  unto  them,  is,  jul- 
tice  fatisfied,  well  content,  and  paid.  Poor  infolvent 
debtor  who  has  nothing  to  pay,  he  has  travelled  and 
paid  thy  debt,  and  fatisfied  for  thee.  Thou  readefl  thy 
ifepu^  and  thou  tbinkeft  they  fhall  never  be  paid  ;  bu: 
he.  has  a  good  while  ago  done  it  for  thee.  It  is  tnif, 
there  is  nojuflified  peribn,  but  he  muft  attain  untotnu 
faving  faith  and  evangelical  repentance  :  but  it  is  long 
Unce  the  price  was  paid  ;  and  many  an  ele<!^  finner  wois 
not  of  this  ;  and  though  they  are  not  abfolutely  bound 
to  know  it,  yet  it  is  laid  down,  and  fhall  be  made  appl^ 
cation  of  in  due  time.     A 

2.  Thing  he  fhall  fee,  is,  the  poor  believer  getting 
his  difcharge  and  acquittance  fubfcribed  by  his  own 
blood. — For  the  blood  of  Jefzu  ckanfeihfrom  alljin^  K 
may  be  thou  haft  been  long  fccklng  an  intrmatioii  cf 

th:iti 
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tlist  \  dtid  It  mny  be  thou  haft  not  yet  got  it  ;  biit  itis 
long  fince  thou  baft  heard  him  fay,  5o/z,  be.  qJ good  cheur  ^ 
thy  fills  are  forgiven  thee.  It  may  be,  fome  of  you  ncvct 
yet  heard  him  fo  ;.  yet  the  intimatjon  of  it  is  very  coiH'- 
for  tabic  :  and  fay  it,  or  not  fey  it,  if  thou  coiticft  in^ 
and  takeft  him  by  faith,  and  believeft  on  his  name,  that 
jfffifietb  the  imgod/y,  he  iliall  fee  thy  acquittance  and 
iiiCcliarge  made  fure,  and  that  is  enough.-^If  thou  can^ 
f^Vy  out  of  pinching  neccffity  I  have  fled  in  apd  caft  my- 
Icifdown  at  a  Saviour^s  feet,  to  be  made  of  what  he  will : 
I  quit  uU  mine  own  things,  and  betake  myfelftohis 
foul's  travel  and  purchafe.  Come  life  or  death,  though 
I  fliould  never  get  this  word  of  pardon  poiitivcly  inti- 
mated unto  me  all  my  days,  yet  I  will  lean  unto  mf 
trufty  cautioner,  that  he  will  make  an  intimation  of  my 
acquittance  in  his  own  time.  He  fhall  fee  the  difcharge 
given  :  therefore  it  is  faid,  whether  thou  know  it  or  not, 
— tlen-  Is  fjo  ccndcmnailon  to  them  that  an  in  Ckrifi  Ji-^ 
-fis  ;  no  charge,  bat  all  is  difchargcd  here.  A 
.  3.  Thing  he  Ihall  fee  his  foul's  travel  for,  is,  the 
bringing  eleft  iinners  into  a  covenant  of  peace  with  the 
Father. —  I  will  make  *w:tb  them  a  covenant  of  p^atc.  ^l 
iv'il  give  him  for  a  covenant y  for  a  reconcrler  :  he  Ihall 
fee  that  made  out  in  the  covenant,  I  *will  make  with  you 
an  everliifitt:^  covenant^  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David ^  or 
the  fori  of  David  5  it  was  Chrift.  This  was  his  foul's 
travel  :,  and  he  will  have  it  fealed  by  a  covenant  in  his 
own  blood  )  and  the  feals  of  this  covenant  ye  have  them, 
B'cipJfm  and  the  Supper.  So  our  Lord  Jcfus  Ghtift Ihall 
fee  his  purcliafe  fealed.     A 

4.  Thing  be  (hall  fee  as  the  travel  of  his.  foul,  is,  the 
gofpol  preached  wherever  he  has  any  elecb  fouls  to  bring 
in.  HeihuU  fee  all  the  means  of  their  edification  ana 
jalvatlon  brought  in  the  way  of  thofe  that  he  has.  tn;- 
\  elled  for  :  and  ere  he  want,  -he  will  make  a  trsivel  o- 
ver  the  fea  to  America  or  Barbadoes  :  he  will  venture  a 
fea  voy/.ge  to  fetch  in  one  foul ;  he  will  travel  through 
fea  and  land ;  he  will  fend  a  minifter  to  travel  f?r  ofly 
ere  he  want  one  elet^V  foul  brought  in  unto  himfelf.  H^ 
will  lend  his  gofpeland  n^ans  of  falvation,  i£men  upbii 
cartli  and  all  the  devils  in  hell  were  ftanding  in  brigswJes 
to  oppofe  it,  Mat.xxiv.  19.  jind  this  go/pel  (f  theikii^ 
dom  fbaU  ie. pre  ached  unto  all  the  world^fora  lulinefs  uhi^ 
I'U  nations.  That  was  a  grtet  part  of  the  travel  ofhTs 
Ibul,  to  h;ive  the  gcfpel-means  of  iilvg.^»T\  Tre^7it\\R.^ — 

■■4     .  M  \-"^^^ 
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faith  eomcth  by  hearing*  They  muft  be  brought  in  to 
bdicTC,  and  they  muft  have  the  ordinary  way  of  bdicv- 
ingi— faith  Cometh  by /:earingf  and  hearing  by  the  nvord  of 
God.  I  fay,  that  he  Ihall  then  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul 
made  out  by  a  preached  gofpeL 

5.  He  fhall  alfo  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and 
what  way  it  proves  fuccefsful,  he  is  the  author  and  fi- 
niiher  of  our  faith  \  and  as  a  prince  he  gi^^ej  repentance 
and  remiffton  of  fin.  And  there  is  not  one  eleft  perfon, 
bat  he  ihaU  fee  thefe  made  out  fmto  him*  This  was 
infured  to  our  Lord  before  he  aftually  did  fufftr,  Tfal. 
ex.  3.  The  people  fhall  be  made .  willing  in  a  daycfthj 
power  :  How  came  ye  to  believe  ?  Was  it  not  by  virtue 
of  the  aiTurance  the  Father  gave  the  Son  as  tlie  purchafc 
of  hisfoul-travely  thy  people /ball  be  mode  willing  ?  I  fhall 
undertake  for  that«  Away  then  with  that  rotten  foun- 
dation of  willingnefs  held  by  Arminians^  of  man's  fit: 
will  in  Satan's  bound  prifoner.  Here  we  get  our  faith, 
/  will  make  them  willing..  I  will  make  tneni  believr. 
He  fhall  then  fee  the  gofpel  made  effe^ual  in  bringing 
all  that  the  Father  hath  given  the  Son  to  repentance.— 
All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me^  fhall  come  unto  nHf  In 
fpite  of  devils  and  men's  backwardnefs  and  unbelief.— 
And 

6.  He  fhall  fee  himfelf  eflabliflied  in  his  kingdom: 
wherefore  did  he  travel  and  witnefs  a  good  confeilion  be- 
fore Pontius  Pilate  ?  Was  it  for  a  kingdom,  and  that  on 
earth  i  Where  has  he  a  kingdom  ?  it  is  not  in  hell,  nor 
in  heaven  properly  yet  j  but  on  earth  j  for  he  travelled 
to  have  a  kingdom  there.  He  is  a  king^  and  for  th'^s 
endhewoj  born,  that  he  might  have  a  kingdom  :  alth^* 
this  be  looked  on  with  difdain  by  the  great  folk.  But  ir 
is  another  kingdom  than  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ; 
for  wherever  Chrift  has  a  church,  there  is  a  kingdom ; 
and  where  there  is  a  kingdom,  there  mufl  be  a  king. 
We  fay,  he  has  a  kingdom  :  fonietimes  one  oJF  the  king- 
doms of  the  world  joins  itfelf  unto  the  church ;  but  he 
clain^  not  one  of  them  as  he  does  the  church,  in  that  2d 
Pfahn  we  fung,  /  havefet  my  king  on  my  hsly  hillcfZisn. 
He  mufl  reign,  and  fee  all  this  made  out  in  his  foul's 
travel.  He  is  a  king  j  and  therefore  a  kingdoqii  he 
mufl  have  ,  for  he  fliall  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul,  afid  tt 
fatisfed.     An4 

Laflly^  He  (h^U  fee  the  redeemed  placed,  and  .put  in 
the  IluYL  (oS^^Qii  oia^  \)cq2l\&  ^x^^s^^'^Wxh^  covenant. 
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that  he  travelled  for,  and  that  they  have  believed  they 
ftiall  be  poffeffed  of.  Nay,  they  ihall  inherit  more  than 
their  faith  could  reach  or  comprehend.  So  he  Ihall  ne- 
ver c^iife  from  his  mediatory  office,  till  he  fee  every  one 
of  his  redeemed  put  in  the  poffeffion  of  ail  that 
hie  travelled  for.  Says  he,  John  ^iv.  In  my  Father^ s 
houfeare  many  manftons  :  if  it  were  not  foy  livould  honfe 
told  yo7i^  1  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  »-r^I  will  come  agcan^ 
and  receive  you  unto  myfelf  that  where  I  am^  ye  may  be 
alfo. — I  travelled  for  that  purpofe,  that  I  might  have 
you  brought,  whcpe  lam.  And  I  can  affure  you,  that 
he  will  fee  all  this  done  and  performed  $  £br  he  will 
make  room  for  you.  He  fpake  very  peremptorily  ta  the 
}^^ather,  aQd  was  made  very  welcome  by  him  in  all  this 
boldnefs  :  for  he  knew  he  was  heard  c  and  it  Is  a  righ- 
teous thing  with  God  the  Father  to  let  him  fee  the  tra- ' 
vel  of  his  foul  made  out.  And  when  taking  his  farewel 
of  the  world,  and  when  as  it  were  making  his  latter  will 
before  men,  he  fays,  John  xvii.  24.  Father y  I  will ^ 
that  they  alfo  whorn  thou  hafl  gi'^ieri  me^  he  with  meitcc. 
I  Ipent  myfelf  for  this  ;  and  my  will  is,  that  thofe  that 
|ny  fpul  travelled  for,  be  with  me  where  I  am^  that  thty 
may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  hafl  given  me  ;  for  thou  lor 
vedfl  me  before  the  foundation  cfthe  wgrldf 

II.  Nov,  would  you  have  any  grounds  of  this  affu- 
rance  that  he  fhall  fee  all  this  made  out  unto  you  ?  And 
it  is  as  fure  as  the  word  can  mal^e  it  ;  and  all  the  trtiths 
therein  are  very  fure.  And,  for  your  further  eftablifh- 
ment  therein,  I  (hall  give  you  fome  grounds  that  this 
afiurance  go^s  upon.     And    '  x 

1.  We  have  affurance  by  his  promife.  Hejhallfie  the 
travel  of  his  foul y{?iys  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  apd  it  13  he,  the 
Mediator  God-man,  Clirift  ;  that  plant  of  renown,  that 
fliall  grow  before  him  as  a  root  in  a  dry  place,  that  has 
no  form  or  comelinefs^  why  we  fhould  dejire  him  ;■  and  yet 
the  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all :  he  ipas  wound-^ 
ijlfor  our  tranfgreJJionSj  and  bruifedfof  our  iniquities  s 
and  he  fhall  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul  in  all  this,  and 
that  is  a  fure  word  ofpFQinifCf 

2.  It  isfure  fron>  the  decreesof  eleftion.  They  Were 
*chofcn  to  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  j  there  is  predeftination  that 
i«  abftrafted'from  all  caufes  in  the  creature  ;  and  pro- 

■    ceeds  according  to  his  fovercign  will  and  good  pleafure,; 
'tjicy  arie  aiW  were  finnersiandrty^  \,oxdi  vjOJiVj^sk^^^^j^ 
M  ^  \^ 
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to  be  fuch  ;  and  therefore  eleftion  looks  unto  Chrift ! 
they  were  chofen  in  him  before  the  world  began,  there- 
fore the  travel  cf  his  foul  muft  be  made  out  unto  them 
by  the  decree  of  God  that  is  without  repentance  or 
change.  EleAion  is  mutable,  as  damnable  heretics  fay.* 
But,  thanks  be  to  God,  *we  have  not  Jo  karnei  Chrifij^ 
but  we  know  that  eleAioq  is  an  iminutabie  thing,  and 
•  that  the  decrees  of  God  are  as  unchangeable  as  him<» 
felf.     A 

3.  Ground  of  aflurancc,  is,  froni  the  covenant  cf  re- 
demption made  betwixt  the  Father  apd  the  Son.  Thcr^ 
I5.  a  difcovery  of  that  fecrct  :  he  has  revealed  that  covc- 
r^ant,  JoJm  vi.  37.  He  tells  them,  there  was  a  number 
jTiven  him  of  the  Father,  not  all.  There  is  a  fure  con-i 
ncftion  :  I  indent  for  that  number.:  there  is  the  bargain 
from  all  eternity  ;  and  by  that  covenant  it  Ihall  be  inaile 
fure.  For  all  that  the  Father  hath  given  mej  Jl^all  come 
unto  me.  They  are  given  ipe  of  the  Father,  and  by  my 
foul-travel,  I  {hall  redeem  them, 

a.  It  Ts  made  fure  from  the  worth,  merit  and  value  of 
the  perfon  whqfe  foul  travelled.  It  was  not  a  mere  m?p 
onlyj  but  th^  foul  of  a  perfon  who  was  God*man.  .So 
the  worth  of  the  perfon  makes  or  enhances  the  merit  of 
his  fufferings.  The  perfon  that  fuffered  is  worth  hea- 
ven and  earth,  nay,  and  unfpeakably  more.  It  is  the 
worth  of  God.  Therefore  he  fhall  furely  fee  his  travel  \ 
ior  it  is  called  the  blood  of  God  f .  And  th^  blood  of  Cknjl 
^leanffthjrcm  allfm.     A 

5.  Ground 

^  This  mDft  be  applied  to  the  fnflovers  of  Jam»  Ar.niniui, 
ilhe  firft  and  lad  articles  of  whofe  gloomy  fabric,  tr,  that  ele^iion 
it  mutable,  and  fometimes  conditional,  as  man  bv  his  own  free 
will  belfevea  or  not  .*  and  that  believers  may  iir.aMy  and  total* 
]y  fall  from  a  ftate  of  grace  ;  and  corfcquently  be  a  f«int  to- 
day, and  a  reprobate  10  morrow  :  which  is  the  native  confe- 
^uence  of  the  preceding  :  for  if  all  dcrend  upon  the  improTC* 
meotof  our  own  free  will,  it  is  but  rtafonable  to  allow,  that  it 
•nay  mifgive  ci ;  which  is  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  fcrip- 
tore,  particularly  this  leX',—i/^yW/>Srtf /i&tf  travel  of  bii  f out 
^ndhejatisfied, 

t  This  dodlrine  reaches  a  reproof  onto  both  the  Arian  and  , 
Sociniao  herefv.    The  Samofateni^tos,  Miotinians,  \Anans,  isc* 
held  that  Chritt  was  muriy  man,  and  had  no  being  tiM  b's  incar'-)    - 
nat'oo.  ^  Tl'e  ancient  Socioi^ns  maintained  that  Chrifl  (>y'h^  ■  -i 
death  did  not  fatisfy  for  us,  but  only  rbiafned  power  for  ^la  - 
]sicisf:|f  foiT  oacijelvet  b^  ou^r  fait)i  ai^d  9b<;Ciccce  ;  thai  heJioiii:- 
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5.  Ground  of  affurancc,  is,  that  the  Father  hath.. 
put  all  power  in  his  hand  :  he  hath  made  fubje^  unto 
him  principalities  and  powers.  And  what  (hall  hinder 
hirii  to  fee  his  foul-trarel  made  out  ?  Go,  poor  defpiied 
men,  and  preach,  and  baptize  every  creature  imder  lieak* 
vcn.  Alas,  .I/>rd,  fhall  we,  illiterate  men,  go  and 
preach  ?  Yes,  fays  he,  go  and  preach  \  for  I  Will  feic 
this  travel  of  my  foul  made  out :  and  why  ?  Becanfe 
all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  is  giveri  unto  fne  :  and 
that  is  ground  of  encouragement,  He  is  his  Father's 
only  deputy  in  the  worM  :  The  Father  judgefk  no  mdn^ 
but  has  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  John  v.  ai. 
And  the  living  Father  quickens  and  raifes  up  the  dead^ 
even  fo,  the  f on  quicJieneth  whom  he  will ;  and  he  has  gi- 
ven him  power  to  make  the  fufferings  of  his  foul  cffefltu* 
al,  and  to  fee  the  fruits  of  them.     A 

6.  Ground,  is,  the  Father's  acceptation  of  him  :  I 
am  f  itisfied  :  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well* 
flcafc'd.  And  it  is  all  reafon,  Ue  fee  this  travel  made  oilt 
unto  him. 

Lajlly,  Hefhall  fee  it  made  out,  becaufe  he  lives  for' 
ever,  as  an  advocate  or  interceffor  with  the  Father,  to 
foe  every  part  and  particular  of  his  foul's  travel  n^ado. 
out  to  believers.  He  was  once  dead,  but  is  now  alive, 
and  Bthold,  he  lives  for  evermore.  Amen  ;  and  hath  the 
keys  of  hell  and  death.  I  muft  tell  you  one  thing  from 
this,  and  you  will  tind  it  a  truth,  and  it  is  this  ;  That .. 
as  it  is  a  moft  wicked  work,  fd  it  is  a  fruitlefs  work  to  ^ 
cflay  to  flop  our  Lord  in  the  gathering  in  of  tlie  travel 
of  his  li)ul.  Such  is  the  work  that  all  the  devils  in  hell 
and  men  upon  earth,  and  all  the  generation  of  malig-p 
nants,  all  erroneous  perfons,  all  flagitious,  wicked,  pro- 
fane perfons,and  all  that  hayenot  believed  the  report  of 
tlie  gofpel  :  tliis  is  the  work  they  arc  about ;  they  have 
rifen  up  in  a  combination  ag^iqft  tl^c  I,ord  and  his  anoin- 
ted, 

jfor  hirnfcF,  i  e,  for  the  mortality  and  inflrmMes  of  huiian  nii 
ture,  which  he  aflbmcd  which  were  fmlcfs.  Our  prcCcnt  (t&t 
Armii^aus  and  Soeiaians  teach,  tha(  be  is  iokrior  to  God  '^^ 
foint  of  eflence  and  iKeg/Tary  felF-e.'ciftence,  and  that  as  th^ 
^ead  and  aaihor  of  the  CbrHdan  religioo,  he  died  only  to  con- 
flim  hiido^rine,  and  leave  bis  folUiwert  a  pattern  of  I»cfoic  . 
virtue,  patien:<,  courage  and  conftancyio  fafFcriof;.  Sec  tlitfe 
errorsmore  fuily.held  out  in  Eufebiot'hiUary,  Simf-bn'set*. 
clefialHcal  hiitoi'y,*  Rofe'sview  of  all  refi^'ons,  at\dtK<:  ^^t?^^- 
dix  to  the  gcoer4i  hl&ory  of  reiig\<in  yubUftvt^  va.  vVv^  V^o.\, 
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ted,  to  hiojder  the  gathering  in  of  the  travel. of  his  foul. 
Why  do  the  heathen  rage^  and  the  people  imagine  vain 
things  ?  Their  great  bufinefs  is,  to  liinder  Chrift  from 
reigning,  when  his  foul  travelled  for  a  kingdom  :  yt 
have  I  Jet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill,  I^t  them  conlult 
and  concjsrt  vhat  they  will  i  it  fhall  be  all  in  vain  to  the 
purpofe  of  hindering  him  from  the  travel  of  his  foul. 
Many  days  and  many  ways  does  the  devil  take  to  hinder 
the  gathering  in  of  the  travel  of  his  foul  :  for, 

Fir/If  He  detains  folk  in  ignorance  ^  and  when  he 
cannot  get  them  kept  there,  he  raifes  furmifes  to  alienate 
their  hearts  from  the  fimplicity  or  ftriflnefs  of  the  gof- 
del,  or  the  crofs  that  ofttin>es  attends  it :  and  by  that 
means  he  labours  to  retard  the  in-bringing  of  the  tri- 
vcl  of  Chrift's  foul :  and  if  that  prevails  not,  he  can  tnn>- 
form  himfclf  into  an  angel  of  light. 

Again,  ere  ever  ye  wot,  he  will  raife  up  fin,  and  cmk 
the  man  to  defpair.  Says  he.  Is  fin  fo  filthy  in  its  a^ 
ture  ?  then  thou  canft  not  prefume  to  come  to  Chrift : 
nay,  thou  canft  not  come  unto  him  without  fomething 
of  thy  own  to  recommend  thee,  55*^.  But  I'll  tcll  you, 
h  is  but  a  wicked  vain  yrprk  ;  hj^  ^all  j^ot  get  it  hinJcr- 
cd. 

Again,  men  take  ways  to  get  this  work  hindered : 
therefore,  they  hamper  or  ftraiten  the  publication  of  thi» 
foul-travel  of  Chrift:  as  to  many  who  publillitUcfe  new<, 
they  muft  banifli  fome  of  them  out  of  the  land,  put 
fome  of  them  in  prifons,  and  fome  of  them  out  of  the 
land  of  the  living. — And  if  there  be  any  part  qf  the  conn- 
try  that  Chrift  is  like  to  get  in  the  travel  of  his  foul  by 
bringing  poor  finners  to  melting  of  heart  and  reformaii? 
on  of  life,  then  they  fend  a  garrifon  unto  that  part  of  the 
country  to  hinder  it.  But  that  will  alfo  prove  a  vain  and 
wicked  work  ;  but  if  this  makes  nothing,  but  ftill  feme 
man  or  other  is  brought  through  the  new  birth,  tbcn  a? 
way  and  perfecute  that  man  or  woman  as  a  fanatic  ;  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  travel.  But  let  them  ilig 
as  deep  as  they  will,  they  fliall  neither  get  their  counfcl, 
nor  themfelvcs  hid  from  the  Lord.  And  I  have  a  worJ 
or  twp  of  good  news  unto  you,  and  difappoiutment  to 
your  enemies.     And  that. by  way  of  application  :  And, 

I.  Do  not  think  it  fhall  be  in  the  pov^er  of  the  worH 
men  or  devils  either,  to  fruftrate  our  Lord's  foul-traTcl; 
for  heTV\?(V\  Iv<:^*L  -w^ax.  oti^  ^Xt-vX  '^^ion,  nor  fhall  one  ^ 
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pel  (hall  be  hindered ;  for  when  "they  get  leave  to  hinder 
this,  he  hath  little  good  to  do  in  that  fJace  at  that  time  ; 
yea,  it  may  be  that  the  hindering  of  thie  preaching  of  tha 
word,  may  make  fom.e  clap  more  clofe  to  the  gofpel-of- 
fer,  when  it  is  to  be  taken  away :  do  not  fay  that  wc  arc 
now  bpafting  j  but  I  fay  it  in  behalf  of  my  glorious  maf- 
ter  Jefus  Chrift;  he,  who  is  able  to  work  ialvation  witli 
his  own  arm,  and  to  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul,  and  be 
fatislied  :  do  what  they  can  to  hinder  it  5  yet  all  their 
oppofition  fhall  work  for  its  furtherance  :  a  (Irange 
thing  !  a  feed  pall  do  fervice  unto  him,  while  fun  andtnoou 
e/idure.^Txys  the  enemy  Pharaoh,  we  Ihall  bear  you  all 
down  ;  wc  fhall  make  you  all  flaves,  and  fo  work  and 
weary  you,  that  ye  fhall  not  multiply  or  increafe ;  but  if 
that  will  not  do,  I  will  take  the  male  children,  and 
drown  them  as  foon  as  born  :  yet  all  that  tended  rather 
to  multiply  them  :  the^ore  they  were  oppreffed^  the  nuyre 
they  grew.  Strange  !  tliat.  he  mould  multiply  them  by 
diminifhing  them  \  like  Paul,  whenpu(  in  prifon  for 
the  preaching  of  the  word.  Now,  there  will  b^  no  more 
lively  preaching  :  Paul  is  in  prifon  :  all  is  gone  :  no  j 
the  fuccefs  of  Chrift'?  kingdom  is  not  reftriftedto  this  or 
that  minifter,  or  generation  of  mihifters  :  no }  himfelf 
who  lives  for  ever,  fhall  fee  the  fruits  of  his  foul's  tra- 
vel. We,  either  minifters  or  people,  fee  little  of  the 
fruit  of  Chrift's  foul-travel ;  but  himfelf  fees  it  all. 

Now,  I  fay,  he  fhall  fee  it  made  out  by 'the  way 
that  enemies  take  to  diminifh  it.  Says  the  apoftle,  ThD. 
i.  13. — My  bonds  in  Chriji  are  made  manifejl  in  thepa^ 
lacey  and  in  all  other  places.  It  came  to  the  emperor's 
court,  when  Paul  was  a  prifoner  for  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl : 
which  argueth,  that  the  gofpel  was  thereby  gaining  fome 
of  the  fruits  of  Chrift's  foul-travel  there.  What  fays 
the  court  ?  Will  the  gofpel  grow,  when  miniflers  are 
imprifoned  and  hanged  for  it  ? — But  let  them  fay  what 
they  will,  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  hinder  it.  There- 
fore, this  is  good  news  this  day,  Sirs.  Indeed,  if  Chrifl 
have  no  more  foul's  travel  to  gather  in  in  Scotland,  then 
they  will  carry  the  day  againft  this  pcrfccuted  party  :  but 
who  will  deny  ?  yea,  he  has  revealed  it  5  that  he  has 
yet  a  feed  therein ;  yea,  a  feed  yet  unborn,  thatjball 
do  feryice  unto  hint.  Well  thenj  ht  Qi2l\  fee  of  tie  travel 
ef  his  foul ^  and  be  fatisfied.     A 

2.  Word  of  good  news  fo  the  poor  believer  in  Chrift^ 
that  fe^s  lit  lie  friik  of  Lis  bclWm^^,  ot  o^  wv^  ^vcv^ 
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Chrift  has  doni!.  Alas,  thou  art  greatly  diicouraged ) 
but  be  comforted  :  he  Ihall  yet  Jie  the  travel  of  hlsfculy 
and  he  fat'isfied  :  and  clofc  with  liim  by  faith  :  and  then 
he  (hall  lee  the  travel  of  his  foul  to  fatisfaiUon,  anddra 
fiball  fatisfy  thee.     A 

3.  Thing   I  have  to  tell  you,  is,  that  as  long  as  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  has  any  poor  linner  to  bring  in  in  Jiri- 
tain  and  Ireland,  there  rtrall  be  a  preached  gofpel  to  ga- 
ther in  that  lours  travel :  and  it  will  not  be  got  barrHlicJ 
away.     We  give  you  a  pleafant  tokc-n  for  good,  wliz- 
ever  be  on  the  back  of  it,  and  blefs  his  name  for  it ;  vi 
hope  it  will  be  engraven  on  the  tables  of  flefli,  and  not  ou 
ftone  only  :  we  hope  that  there  iJiall  be  a  record  on  ma- 
ny a  conlcicnce,  that  not  a   little  fruit  has  apT>eareii  iu 
in  ihcfe  perlecuted  meetings..    Take  notice   therefore, 
of  the  v/ondrous  works  of  the  Lord,  and  thcfe  his  mar- 
vellous doings,  even  thofc  in  the  vild  places  of  Morthun> 
berland,  that  was  a  land  that  one  could  fcarcely  ride 
through,  without  l>eing  fpoilcd  by  thieves  and  robbers; 
now  a  thicvilh  country  is  become  a  civil  countr}-,  and  a 
people  of  no  undcrt^anding  are  made  a  wife  and  prudent 
people  by  the  gofpei  ;  a  people  who  were  without  Gcd 
and   Chrift  in  the  world  appear  now  to  Ixave  tcndcner' 
of  heart  amongft  them.     We  do  not  fay  all  5  but  we  fey 
there  are  many  *,  and  we  hope  that  all   the  devils  in  heli 
TLTid  wicked  men  upon  earth,  Ihall  not  be  able  to  blot  ou: 
this  tdVimony,  even  the  convcrfion  of  finners,  whcrevtr 
thefe  meetings  came  :  which  is  a  teftilication  that  thf 
Lord  has  done  more  good  by  them  than  by  any  other 
meetingi:  in  the  land.     And  wc  befeech  you,   think  it  no 
commendation  to  the  poor,  weak   and  fccklefs  inftru- 
mcnts- — Hut  take  a  look  of  what  God  the  Lord  has  done 
by  a  jxrlccuted  gofpcI  y  and  yet  I   wot  well,   they  th:v. 
plant  are  nothing  in  his  hand  ;  for  I  ara  fure,  that  iIh 
chuixh  of  Scotland  had  never  lefs  reafon  to  boall  oh 
great  miniftry  than  of  the  inftruments  of  this  work.— 
However,  it  is  a  good  token  that  he  is  not  yet  gone  awzy, 
but  is  amcno  ft  us.     Othat  he  might  Ice  much  of  the  tti* 
vel  of  his  fuul  amongft  ns  !    would  ye  have  him  m.iking 
anotlier  villt  f  then  let  him  fee  fomewhat  of  the  travel  c* 
his  foul  amongft  you.     Is  there  any  of  you  that  will  givf 
him  the  great  errand  h(t  came  to  the  world  for  :    th:»t 
was  to   fave  poor  iinntrs.     Have  none  of  you  a  foul  to 
fa'vc  ?  ivvox  \\i  v\\e.  v\\\x^^V*!^.c.^V*..     A.!:t  thou  in  bond>  un- 
der ta<t  Otcvw\'>.    ^.\v  \l\c.>i. -^  Y^-::- \\^^\vj  '^'^^r.-^,^  ^ris^^y\ 
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of  wants  and  hcccffities  ?  And'  haft  thou  any  thing  ado 
for  him  i  then  let  him  thereby  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul, 
and  be  fatiaiied*     The 

■  La  ft  word,  and  I  have  done,  and  he. pall  he  fathfied* 
Thrs  fliall  be  all  fatisfying  :  the  mcaneft  nnd  pooreft  be- 
.  lievcr  amongft  you,  fliall  be  no  better  fatislied  than  he  is,  . 
tvhcn  one  of  the  fruit  of  his  foul's  travel  is  brought  in. 
It  is  long  ftnce  he  faid,  that  his  ddights  ivere  with  the 
fvu  of  men  :  that  was  his  delight  to  get  the  travd  of  hi» 
foul  amongft  tliem.  Luke  x.  21.  There  the  difciples 
come  Viud  tell  him  good  news  :  fay  they,  we  have  been 
out  preaching  ;  but  behold  the  virtue  lay  in  this  ;  and 
through  thy  name^  even  the  devils  are  fubjeH  tinto  us,--^ 
A/id  ke  faid^  I  beheld  Satan  as  lightening  fall  fr9m  heaven^ 
And  it  is  faid,  Behold  in  i hat  hour y  J efus  rejoiced  in fpiritp 
and  faid)  I  thank  ihee^  O  Father ^  JLord  of  heaven  and 
earthy  occ.  He  was  well  fatisfied  ;  he  got  the  travel  of 
his' foul  upc^n  thefe  poor  people  acccmplifhed  :  he  has 
-fiich  plcafurc  in  feeing  the  travel  of  his  foul  brought  in# 
tliar  it  made  him  enter  firft  upon  that  fbul-tiavcl  with 
pTfat  delight.  When  facritices  ?iVi.<\  burnt-offerings 
v^ould  not  do,  then  he  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  be 
confumcd  iu  the  Father's  wrath.  O  ftrange to  think  u-* 
pen  th;;t  fn.-ne  that  he  offers  it  in  !  Lo^  1  come  I  in  th4  - 
'■Jolt! me  cfthy  hook  it  is  written  of  me*  I  delight  to  do  thy 
noillj  0  my  God.  It  is  fatisfaftion  unto  me,  becaufe  I 
iiee  the  travel  of  my  foul  5  and  what  uftakcs  it  fo  ?  TU 
teii  you  what  it  is. 

1.  He  muft  triumph  over  devils,  prim: ipali tics  and 
powers  ;  and  fo  let  them  fee  that  even  thefe  that  made 
him  fiiMcr,  he  iJiall  have  fruit  for  his  pains. 

2.  Bee  lui'c  it  is  his  will,  plcafure  and  complacency 
that  pooj  loft  iuiners  be  brought  in  :  therefore  he  reic!-« 
ces  in  their  falvation.  The  poor  creature  w;is  a  captive 
of  hell  and  in  the  prifon  of  dcatii,  under  the  devil*.*? 
pover.  Wc]l,  they  arc  now  fct  at  freedom,  and  Chrift 
is  well  ^1  ti  viicd  vrith  that.     And 

3.  K/'caiiiC  he  was  once  an  enemy  ;  now  he  is  become 
a  frienJ.  He  was  once  an  outcaft  of  heaven  5  now  he  is 
admictcd  again  uirc  tlic  houfe  of  God.  He  was  before 
outlawed  and  excoir.municated  from  the  prefcnce  of  the 
king  ;  now  he  is  brought  into  favour  again  :  and  why  ? 
As  I  Hieyfnii  h  the  Lird^  I  have  no  plcafurc  in  the  wicked's 
living,  and  ir*ucL  it;:>  in  their  dyiiv^i).!,     't\\^ 
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4.  Ground  of  his  fatis£a£tion,  is,  that  there  is  a  mam- 
feftation  of  the  glorious  riches  of  his  grace  difplayed  in 
and  by  the  fouUfufferings  of  Chrift.  And  that  there  is 
a  vent  and  way  made  out  for  the  difcovering  and  bring- 
ing out  all  the  treafures  of  the  riches  of  free  grace»  ftor- 
ed  up  in  God,  that  the  creature  never  faw  before  :  for 
that  intent  that  his  mighty  power  might  be  na4^ 
known.     Manifold  is  the  riches  of  his  grace.     And 

5.  He  rejoices  that  by  his  foul's  travel,  he  has  fatisfi- 
ed  juftice/  and  made  it  and  mercy  meet  togetheri  and 
kifs  each  other  in  the  falvation  and  glorification  of  the 
finner.  Juftic«  fays,  they  muft  die  :  Then  Mercy  re- 
plies, they  mufl  not  die  :  Some  of  them  muft  be 
the  objefts  of  my  infinite  mercy.  Juflice  cries  out  1- 
gain,  they  muft  die ;  becaufe  they  ftained  my  fpotkfs 
nature  ;  and  as  I  am  God,  I  cannot  fit  with  this  wrong. 
And  fo  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  con t eft  abput  the  objcfi, 
the  eleft  of  God  :  Juftice  fays,  how  fhall  their  falvation 
be  brought  about  ?  Mercy  fays,  by  the  Mediator  God- 
man  it  0)all  be  fatisfied,  and  thereby  the  eledt  reftored, 
redeemed  and  admitted  again  into  the  favour  of  God  aod 
their  glorification  for  ever.  And  herein  juflice  is  ct 
wronged  in  the  leaft,  but  paid  to  the  utmofl  farthing oi 
its  demand- — And  then  this  is  made  out,  Pfal.  Ixxxv. 
I  o .  Mercy  and  truth  have  met  together y  and  righteoufntj: 
end  peace  have  kijfed  each  other,  7ruth  fprings  cut  of  the 
■gar thy  or  from  Jcfus  Chrift  that  plant  of  renown,  a\^ 
righteoufnefs  looks  down  from  heaven  high.  This  fweet  a- 
greement  b  a  part  of  our  Lord's  fatisfa<^on  by  his  Ibul- 
travel. 

No  w,  I  proceed  no  further,  only  for  anotherufc  c:" 
the  do^rine.  If  the  travel  of  Chrift's  ibul,  and  the  ob- 
taining of  the  fruits  of  it,  be  fatisfying  unto  him,  thea 
let  me  tell  you,  and  take  it  with  you,  that  it  rcpro\c> 
thofc  who  are  diffatisfied  that  he  is  doing  good  to  iin- 
ners,  whether  they  be  pretended  friends  or  opoii  ene- 
mies :  for  there  are  many  enviers  ;  many  have  an  cv'i 
eye,  becaufe  our  God  is  good, — Now,  he  is  making  ih? 
pleafureof  the  Lord  profper  in  his  hand,  or  in  the  hanJ 
of  thofe  whom  he  has  given  comniiflion  :  and  I  kuc* 
there  arc  many  now,  that  are  not  wcU-pleafed  the  gofp:i 
tlifwes  fo  vjc\\  \  7v.xvv\.  vcvds.t.d^  there  is  no  reafon  to  tr.w 
it.  Yoor  ^eT^ec\^v^^^^ci^^\v^N^vLTvQ;w^^J5^  v^^.^^  ^^'^ 
tTtLOUgJci  \.\ie^  \\v^^  xvo   «\\^  oi  >i>ci£\x  Occv^S.^^  s^^.— ^'^ 
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there  arc  many  enviers  of  the  gathering  in  of  the  travel 
of  Chrift's  foul,  now  a-days.  But  envy  it  who  will,  they 
arc  ftated  enemies  to  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift  ;  and  ye  may 
tell  them  that  we  faid  fo  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And 
I'tell  you  further,  that  he  is  well  fatisfied  to  fee  his 
foul's  travel,  and  what  art  thou,  O  man  or  woman,  that 
can  be  diiFatisfied  with  what  he  is  fatisfied  with  ?  Is  it 
thy  eye-fore  to  fee  that  he  fees  the  travel  of  his  foul  ?  O 
heavy  work  !  let  him  employ  whom  he  will  to  gather  it 
in,  but  be  thou  fatisfied.-^There  is  a  generation  of  pre- 
lates and  of  their  underlings  amongft  this  fort  now  :  but 
it  is  dreadful  that  they  are  fo  diffatisfiod,  that  any  of  his ' 
fervants  fliould  come  on  purpofe  to  gather  in  the  firuit 
of  his  foul's  travel  about  their  hand  :  for  that  poor  peo- 
ple grow  better,  and  fome  begin  to  feek  more  after  God 
and  his  ways.  All  the  curates  in  the  country  cannot  get 
it  denied.  .  What  fay  they,  they  are  fanatics  and  Iwajn^ 
cracked,  giddy-headed  bodies :  they  will  not  let  it  light 
that  it  is  the  fruits  of  Chrift's  foul*s  travel.  Fy,  go  tell 
the  council  and  bloody  foldiers,  that  fuch  a  fort  of  folk 
are  ftarted  up  in  the  county  fide,  Fy,  go  fetch  a  party 
to  apprehend  them  \  for  they  cannot  get  leave  to  live 
in  peace,  while  fuch  are  ii^  the  parifh :  thefe  are  an  un- 
eafy  generation,  not  like  untp  Mofes,  when  he  heard  of 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy  falling  upon  others.  Says  he, — 
Hvouid  to  God  iimt  all  the  hordes  people  nuere  prophets .  So 
be  not  diflatisfied  that  his  foul-travel  be  brought  in,  fee- 
ing  it  i«»  an  evident  mark  of  ^i>  enemy  unto  Jefus  Chrilt 
to  be  fo. 

Another  thing  from  this  doftrine,  is,  feeing  Clirift's 
foul's  travel  is  fo  well-pleafing  to  him,  then  thou  and  I, 
miniller  and  profefl*or,  fhould  do  all  in  our  power  to  ga- 
ther in  the  travel  of  Chrift's  foul.  It  is  true,  he  has  ho- 
noured minifters  to  b;?,  as  it  were,  co-workers  with  him 
in  this  :  and  ivho  is  fttfficient  for  thefe  things  ?  and  O  who 
would  not  work  in  this  work,  and  encourage  themfelves 
to  go  thro'  both  fire  and  water  to  get  any  thing  brought 
about  to  pleafe  fuch  a  mafter.  Woes  me,  that  men  are 
not  fatisfied  that  Chrift  get  fruit  of  the  travel  of  his  foul. 
We  fhould  be  well  fatisfied,  if  he  gets  fruit ;  and  be  dif- 
pleafed  who  will,  we  may  care  the  lefs. 

Lnftly^  And  I  fhall  fay  no  more  :  I  would  again  afk  at 
you,  what  anfwer  fliall  we  take  back  to  our  Mafter,  that 
may  be  a  iatisfying  report  of  you  that2xe\v.5icc\rcNXc»\vv^1 
Is  there  any  ungodly  finner,  debaudi^  \}xolwve.t«^'^^^'^'% 
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drnnkard,  ranter,  is^c.  or  even  the  back  of  an  oldper* 
fecutor,  or  malignant  ?  Haft  thou  any  fatisfa^cory  i^v; 
for  us  to  take  back  unto  our  Mafter  ?  Wilt  thou  givcua 
thcfe  news  to  carry  back^  «'  This  day  I  fully  t^uourc; 
all  my  former  kind  of  life  and  converfation,  and  reiblvc 
to  ftar.d  to  my  word,  and  from  lienceforth  will  not  ^ 
ta^t,  rr^r  t::rn  jijm  thu  at  cll'^     Or  fliall  we  take  btci 
this  irorii.  That  now  ye  are  content  to  take  himii  al 
the  terms  th.it  ever  he  offered  himfelf  unto  you  ?  AV.U  p 
give  us  thcie  good  news  to  return  to  our  Matter  i  v.Lat 
will  ye  give  or  do  to  fatisfy  him  for  the  travel  of  hts  foal? 
Come  away,  poor  man  and  woman,  that  is  glad  to  dole 
the  bargain  9    thou  that  haft  been,  as  it  were,  puciing 
thy  hand  to  the  pen,  and  yet  dare  not  feal  it  ;  wilt  ihcu 
come  and  put  thy  hand  to  the  covenant  that  thou  hiit 
entered  into  long  lince  ?   He  loves  that  thou  lIxuIJ  !.:t 
thy  fcal  to  it  :  feal  it  with  thy  hearty  coiiient  :  fay  v.::h 
Thomas,  if  thou  can  fay  no  more,  My  Lord  and  my  GA 
Tell  us,  if  we  fliall  lay  this  of  you,  believers  in  Chrlft, 
that  dare  nor,  parhaps,  well  lay  claim  unto  him  as  youi* 
Ood,  that  now  you  can  cuniuiently  fay,  /yfy  l^crd  jnd 
tny  God,     Shall  we  take  back  this  news,  that  we  )xv:t 
thus  muc^  of  his  foul's  travel  ?  Shall  we  tell  him  tli.*(c 
good  news,  that  here  we  have  found  out  a  willing  pccpie 
that  is  willing  to  follow  him  through  the  wildemefs,  ?.'>i<i 
to  bear  his  crofs,  aud  witnefs  for  him  ;  and  that  ye  w'ul 
adhere  unto  liis  truths   clofely,   and  follyiv    the   Lamb 
nvhitherf^evcr  he goeik  ?    Q  if  there  be  a  willing  minJ  a- 
mongft  you  ;  aud  if  ever  ye  did  a  pleafure  or  fatisfaction, 
do  ir  tn  him  that  did  difpleafure  unto  himfelf  to  pleaf'e 
you  :    f^r  the  Lord's  fake  do  fomcthing  fatisfaclory  to 
him,  and  it  (hall  be  your  own  fatisfaiSlion  for  ever. 

Now  to  him  who  is  able  to  wpr}^  this  in  you,  be  all 
fhe  glory  and  praifc. 
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SERMON      Vin- 

I  Samuej-  XXX.  6, 

t4ftd  David  was  greatly  dijlrejjfed  : — r^But  David  encowm 
raged  himfelf  in  the  LQrd  his  God^ 

THE  cafes  of  the  people  of  God  are  various  and 
many  \  and  their  exercifes  and  out-gates  are  as 
many  ;  and  this  compleats  the  life  of  a  Chriftian.  Da- 
vid was  here  an  excellent  man  ;  he  was  a  mirror  of  pie-* 
ty,  holinefs  and  excelleiit  experiences  in  communion 
and  fellowfliip  with  God.— r  He  was  a  n^an  according  to 
God^s  own  heart. — He  was  the  flower  of  the  faithful,  and 
portrait  of  that  little  world  wherein  is  contained  the 
njap  of  the  choiceft  extracts  of  the  enjoyn^ents  of  God  ; 
and  that  through  many  croffes,  tribulations,  duties,  com- 
municatictfis,  influences  of  the  Spirit,  and  much  grace, 
he  behoved  to  enter  into  the  kingdom. — Here  is  one  of 
his  cafes,  and  with  it  one  of  his  exercifes  5  and  therein 
his  cafe  is  very  fad  ;  he  was  diftrefled ;  and  that  is  no 
new  thiz^  to  the  followers  of  Chrifl:  ;  but  he  encouraged 
himfelf  in  the  Lord  his  Gods  that  is  the  prime  of  his  exer- 
cifes, and  tlie  flower  and  fpirit  of  it. — ^There  are  ma^x^ 
folk  that  will  venture  far  upon  God's  \vaiTv^\RV  \>Rfc  ^^x.'cx 
nal  way  ,•  but  in  3  peculiar  way^  aud  tox  x\wc  \^^\xtNsvj,^^ 


\^. 
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it  to  the  foul,  to  venture  foul  and  body^  interefl:  and  ad- 
vantages, heaven  and  all  that  he  enjoys^  that  is  a  great 
and  weighty  bufinefs  ^  however,  fuch  venturous  exploits 
are,  by  the  matching  of  faith. — Though  I  lualk  through 
the  valley  of  the  Jbaddow  of  death,  I  wiJlfear  no  evil  ;  j\a 
thou  art  with  fne  :  thy  rod  and  thyjin^they  comfort  mt. 
^bou  wilt  guide  me  with  thy  counjel,  and  ofterHvards  re* 
ceive  me  unto  glory^  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ? 
and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  Idejire  befides  tbee» — There 
are  many  things  in  this  work  that  might  captivate  the 
fons  of  men  ;  but  Chrift  Jelys  is  altogether  lovely,  he 
extracts  the  beauty,  pleafure,  comfort,  honoiir  and  ad- 
vantage of  all  created  perfections,  and  centers  all  in  him- 
felf,  that  may  prove  the  proper  objeft  of-  our  choice : 
and  it  is  Chrift's  teftimony  of  Mary,  when  he  fays,  Max* 
tha,  Martha^  thou  art  careful  and  troubled  about  manj 
thingr  ;  But  one  thing  is  needful :  and  Mary  hath  chojen 
that  good  party  thatfhall  not  he  taken  wwayfrom  her^  This 
fhall  be  a  durable  portion,  when  the  Son  of  God  ihall 
fliew  that  fweet  countenance  at  the  laft  day,  when  theJe 
elements  fhall  mek  with  a  fervent  heat,  the  ftars  ihall 
drop  down  like  iigs  fully  ripe,  the  world  fhall  be  ^'^' 
ved,  and  the  heavens  fhall  depart  as  afc'roli  rolled  together, 
'•^But  David  encouraged  him/elfin  the  Lord  his  Qod, 

David  had  now  loft  his  wife  and  children  ;  his  fub- 
ftance  was  taken  j  his  houl'e  was  burnt  :  he  had  loft  the 
kindnefs  of  his  men  \  Saul  was  his  enemy  5  and  he  was 
out  of  favour  with  his  friends  and  the  court  :  In  a  word, 
he  had  loft  all  that  was  dear  unto  him  in  the  world  :  wha: 
can  he  do  ?  well,  But  David  encouraged  himfdf  in  the 
Lord  his  God ;  in  communion  with  a  God  in  Chrift  ;  and 
that  is  better  than  the  world,  and  all  things  therein. 

Now,  I  come  to  fpeak  a  few  things  from  the  words, 
and  but  briefly.     And 

I.  Thepeoplft  of  God,  notwithftanding  their  intereft, 
relation  and  enjoyment  of  God,  of  which  they  may  bon^ 
very  much  ;  yet  may  be  tryfted  in  this  world  with  "re^t 
diftrefs.  This  is  very  clear  in  this  paffage  ;  few  couU 
parallel  David  for  intereft  in  God,  intereft  in  hejven, 
intereft  in  duty,  gifts,  graces  and  communications  ;  an:l 
yet  for  all  this,  he  is  greatly  diftreffed  :  fo  the  people  cr 
Ood,  ivo\.\v\t\\^me:vcv^x.tidr  intereft,  and  all  their  eniov- 
m^nts  \nt\i(&  v^oAv^^  loi^v^  ^^^^^'^^^^^^X^^^xj^'!;^^^ 

\ 
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II.  The  gt^ateii  diftreffes  of  the  people  of  God  arc  - 
fometimes  immediately  preparatory  to  their  greateft  mer- 
cies and  enjoyments.  Even  when  the  poor  creature  is 
alrnoft  linking  foi*  fear,  and  faying,  now  all  is  gone  ;  or 
with  David  in  another  cafe,  faying.  One  day  or  another^ 
Ipallfali  by  the  hands  of  Saul, — But  ofttimes  it  falls  out 
that  thefe  are  the  dawnings  of  the  greateft  mercies. — 
And  this  is  clear  in  David's  cafe  :  he  was  greatly  diftret- 
fed  ;  and  what  follows  ?  i .  David  encourages  him(elf 
in  the  Lord.  2.  He  aflembles  his  men,  purfues  and  o- 
vercomes  all  his  enemies,  recovers  all  his  fpoil,  and  re- 
turns with  triumph.  So  then  the  diftrefles  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  when  they  amount  to  the  greateft  height, 
are  preparative  to  the  greateft  mercies. 

III.  Obferve,  that  this  fame  intereft,  fecured  in  God, 
is  the   foundation  of  the  greateft  encouragement  to  the 
people  of  God.     When  a  man  k  brought  fo  low,  that 
he  knows  not  what  hand  to  turn  to  ;  what  fhall  he  do, 
poor  foul  ?  If  he  can  but  caft  up  his  accounts,  and  fee 
how  it  ftands  betwixt  God  and  him  ;  and  upon  this  i& 
iiie,XJod  befriends  him ;  then  let  him  venture.     So  then 
an  intereft  fecured  in  God,  is  the  foundation  of  the  grea- 
teft. enjoyment  and  encouragement  from  God.     This  is 
clear   in  David's   cafp',  /he  turns  about,  and  cafts  up  his 
accounts ;  turns  over  the  volume  of  his  former  enjoy- 
ments and  experiences,  and  runs  through  the  promifes, 
and  looks  to  the  covenant,  and  what  had  formerly  paft 
betwixt  God  and  his  foul  :  I  wot  well  one  day,  fays  he, 
I  was  interefted  in  him.     But  David  encouraged  himfelf 
in  the  Lord :  and  it  is  that  which  refolves  every  word  i 
a  great  word  in  the  original.     It  runs  thus,  he  encou- 
raged himfelf  in  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  made  the  world, 
heaven  and  earth,  ^c.     He  gets  God  on  his  fide  ;  aiid 
then  he  f?.ys.  Though  an  hojl  Jhould  enoamp  againjl  me  : 
my  heart  Jball  not  fear  ^  and  though  ten  thoufandjhdfuld  come 
Mgairijl  hie  ,  why,  the  Lord  is  upon  my  fide  : — the  angel  of 
the  Lord  encamptth  round  about  them  that  fear  him y  andae'* 
lioereth  them.     Then  he  encouraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord 
h'is  God :  that  is  to  fay,  though  there  were  no  more  peo- 
ple in  all  the  world  than  myfelf,  God  who  made  the  uni- 
verie  is  my  God  ;  if  there  wei-e  no  more  promifes  madq, 
he  is   my  God  for  all.     So  let  the  world  do  what  the^ 
will,  if  ye  will  ferve  God,  it  ftia\\\>e xVv€i  d^tcAoxX. oS.  tk^ 
icart ;  but  if  every  one  of  you  ftxouYiii  wsctw  N^>ix\yis^ 
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ttponmy  God,  I  cannot  help  that  :  for  me.and  my  f&mi* 
/*,  nve  ivillferve  tke  Lord.  That  was  a  choice  reroluti- 
on  :  it  would  perhaps  weary  you  to  infift  long  upon  thdr 
truths  :  therefore  we  fhall  only  mention  or  Ipcak  a  few 
words  upon  each  of  them  at  prefent.     And 

I.  Although  one  fhould  be  a  choice  Chriftian  in  re- 
Jpcft  of  ihtereft, -relation  and  enjoyment  in  God,  and 
may  even  have  that  epithet  that  was  once  given  Tituj 
the  Roman  emperor,  the  delight  of  mankind  :  yet  with 
David  here,  they  may  fall  into  great  diftrefs,  that  may 
make  them  go  weeping  and  mourning  witl\  a  hejvy 
beart,  and  even  fometimes  be  fo  dcfpondent,  that  thcr 
can  have  no  comfort  at  all ;  and  yet  at  laft  they  will  go 
to  heaven,  fingingthat  blefled  for.g,  which  is  the  matter 
of  praife  and  admiration  to  both  angels  and  men.— la 
fpeaking  to  this  truth,  I  Ihall  notice  fome  of  theprinci- 

El  difmal-like  providences  that  the  people  of  God  may 
tryftcd  with  in  this  life.     And 

l^.  It  niciy  fall  out  in  providence*,  that  a  child  of  GoJ 
may  be  rent  from  the  very  ncareft  of  his  relations  that 
his  affeftions  are  moft  kt  upon.  Chrillians,  after  ail 
that  they  can  plead  in  this  rcfpcft,  may  be  lb  crulhcd, 
that  they  ihall  not  have  one  of  i  hefe  friends  to  vent 
their  love  and  kindnefs  unto,  cr  it  may  fall  out,  that 
the  greatert  difaftor  may  fall  out  \\\  his  own  houfe  and 
family. — I  think,  fays  t>ke  poor  believer,  I  ani  a  worlJ'.^ 
wonder,  that  all  things  go  thus  wrong  with  mc  :  ior  ail 
the  friends  and  relations  I  have,  1  cannot  find  any  thing 
of  the  favour  of  (Jod  there  :  and  yet  this  may  be  pre- 
vious 10  the  greatdi  mt-rcy  the  poor  creature  meets  with ; 
fiir  u  you  turn  tlic  otlier  iiJe  of  the  leaf,  you  will  fco 
there  is  mercy  in  that  providence.  I  (hall  obfcrve  two 
particular  infbinces  to  prove  the  triith  of  this. 

I.  Jacob    and    Kfau  were  two  brethren,   and   befKiCS 

were  two  twhis  which  liy  in  their  mother's  belly  at  on*: 

time  together  \  '.\\\A  yet  a  ditlercncc   falls    in  betwcca 

them,  when  they   arrived  at  manhood.      Jacob  Hies  ftr 

his  hf'e,  and  Eiau  purlues  for  it.      And  it  falls  out,  thit 

in  flying  from    his  brother,  Jurob  has    nothing    but  hi-; 

cioaths  on  his  back,  and   !\ls  Uali' in  his  hand  :  for  *:vhh 

i^yjjaff^  I pn/^cJ  over  ihis  Jordan,     He   was   in  j^^reat  diN 

trcis  ;  and  ail  this  was  occafioned  by  his  elder  brother, 

that  Ihould  have  been  his  kindeft.  friend  in   the  worle. 

■tio  the  gK>;,\Xcft.  ^vfc^fe  qI  <\vt,^^^»^l<:  of  God  may  fome- 
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fimes  proceed  from  their  neareft  relations  j  and  yet  that 
was  preparatory  unto  the  greateft  mercy. :  for  when  he 
is  gone  into  the  fields,  he  falls  afleep,  and  there  he 
meets  with  God  in  another  manner  than  ever  before.— 
TJic  angels  afcending  and  defcending  on  the  ladder,  and 
and  the  Lord  fpeaking  from  above  it  in  a  wonderful  way, 
and  he  fays,  This  is  furely  none  other  but  the  houfe  of  God. 
— Ami  he  called  the  name  of  that  place  Beth^sL  Jacob  be- 
came an  excellent  man  upon  the  back  of  this  :  his  for- 
mer diftrefs  led  him  to  this  his  mercy.  It  is  faid,  he,  ot 
rather  Abraham  nvent  out^  i^ot  knowing  whither  he  went  i 
for  God  led  him,  and  freed  tim  from  tliat  diftrefs  he  was 
in. — '["he 

2.  Inflance,  is,  of  David  :  he  had  many  crofles,  and 
yet  he  had  as  many  mercies  as  crofles.  But  he  had 
feme  croiTes  extraordinary.  A  fon  was  born  to  him  called 
Abihlom,  who  was  the  braveft  man  peAaps  in  the  world^ 
and  David  had  the  greateft  delight  in  him.  He  was  at 
nj:'n  of  the  greateft  perfcftion  from  the  crown  of  his  head 
uiuo  tliv*  fole  of  bis  foot  :  and  yet  he, .  who  was  the  glo- 
ry of  his  father,  became  his  greateft  heart-break/  Yea, 
he  fbiipjlit  his  father's  life :  and  when  Pavid  fled  from 
him,  he  falls  a-v/eeping  ;.and  goes  up  the  afcent  of  the 
mount  of  Oliyes  bare-footed,  and  the  people  with  him  z 
and  the  reaibn  wis,  his  own  beloved  fon  had  confpired 
to  take  awr.y  his  life.  So  ye  may  fee,  that  it  may  fall  out 
in  folks  own  families,  that  may  occafion.  their  greateft 
diltreli.     But, 

2</.j5  TJiefe  difmai-like  providences  may  flow  from 
fomeuiingin  providence,  thatfeems  fo  intricate  that  the 
people  of  God  are  not  ahle  to  mafler  thefe  difficulties, 
^md  may  c^ccaflorf  fuch  tin  aftoniihing  damp  upon  their 
fpirits,  tlu.t  they  fhall  not  know  wliat  hand  to  turn  to. 
This  v;e  i  lay  fee  to  be  the  tafe  with  Ifrael^  when  they 
were  about  to  enter  the  Red  Sea  : — the  fea  was  before 
them,  and  the  rucks  on  every  liand,  and"  they  knew  not 
how  Lo  eicapc.  That  was  a  great  diirrefs  5  it  was  ar*  in- 
vincibie-like  dijnculty  :  what  do  they?  They  cry  unto 
the  Lord,  and  fay  to  Mofes,  Becauje  there  were  no  graves 
in  Egypt,  thou  hajt  tchen  us  away  to  die  in  the  wilder^ 
ne/s.  Where  was  Aaron,  Caleb,  Jolhua,  isfc.  P  Their* 
fpirits  are  now  drooping,  when  the'  people  are  in  fuch 
invincible-like  diftrefs  and  difficulUes.  But  providence 
orders  a  great  o'.itgale  for  them  here.  Though  thoa 
imayeft  think  that  the  cculnfel  of  men  cannot  invent  an 
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outgate  of  this  kind  ia  the  cafe .  thou  art  in,  O  believa ; 
yet  thou  mayeft  come  through  \  and  the  next  day  fee 
all  thy  epemies  drowned.  There  is  a  poor  man  or  wo- 
man ui  a  great  temptation  from  the  eclipfe  and  over- 
clouding the  views  of  his  former  uitereft  in  God,  and 
enjpyments  of  his  prefence  ;  and  fits  down  and  weeps, 
and  cries,  alas  !  its  a  hell  upon  earth  ;  and  I  fhall  never 
get  out  of  this :  And  there  is  none  in  the  world  that  can 
comfort  me.  Nay,  had  they  all  the  people  of  Ck)d  in 
the  world  about  them,  the  refult  would  be^  mlferahle  com- 
forters are  ye  all  unto  me,  N#  help  below  the  clouds  :— 
former  exnpiences  will  not  do  :  fecret  duty  will  not  do : 
and  Chriftian  prayer  and  conference  in  f ellowfhip  will  not 
do  :  nothing  but  a  caft  from  his  own  hand  from  heaven 
can  do  ;  and  that  only  can  cure  the  diftempered  foul. 
He  with  his  own  arm  cut  the  fea  afunder,  and  made  the 
people  go  through  both  the  Red  Sea  and  Jordanjon  dry 
ground.  The  words  of  Mofes,  the  fong  of  Miriam,  or 
the  courage  of  Jofhua,  in  themfelves,  without  this,  could 
not  have  done  it.     And 

3 J/jr,  It  fometimes  falls  out,  that  the  people  of  God 
may  be  tryfled  with  great  eclipfes  of  Gk)d's  conntenaoce 
by  defertion.  The  child  of  God  may  be  at  that  vichtt, 
— JFill  the  Lord  cqfi  off  for  ever  ?  and  nviU  he  befavwfor 
ble  no  more  ?  Ffal.  luvii.  7.  Or  with  Heman,  Ffalm 
Ixxxviii.  5.  Free  amoHgfi  the  dead^  like  the JIain  whcm  thou 
rememberejl  tio  more.  And  that  alfb  feemed  a  difmal-like 
cafe  with  the  church.  Lam.  iii.  8. — When  I  cry  andjbcut^ 
he  Jbutieth  out  my  prayer.  If  it  were  but  the  fufpending 
of  his  prefence  for  a  little,  it  feems  to  be  for  a  long 
time.  So  eclipfes  of  the  fweet  countenance  of  God 
brings  great  diftrefs  upon  his  people,  Ffal.  xlii.  i.  Ar 
the  heart  panteth  after  the  water  brooi,  Jo  doth  my  foul  after 
the  living  God :  nay,  my  tears  hath  been  my  meat  day  and 
night.  He  fpent  fome  time  in  that  courfe,  wh«n  he  fays. 
When  fhall  I  come  and  appear  before  God.  If  I  knew  the 
time,  it  wouldbe  refreihing  to  me  :  but  it  it  fo  length- 
ned  out,  that  I  doubt  if  ever  I  fhall  fee  the  days  that  I 
have  fcen  before.  Now  this  brings  great  difbrefs  :  My 
foul  is  caft  down  within  mcy  ivhile  they  fay  continually  unto 
me^  Where  is  thy  God  ?  I  am  in  great  defertion^  and 
there  is  fomething  that  occafions  this. 

I .  The  Lord  hides  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and 
the  man  walks  in  darknefs^  as  it  were,  at  midnight,  un* 
der  gofpd-4iC^i\&Ld^\^  -,  he  ^oe^  to  the  preaching  of 

4c 
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the  gofpcl,  but  he  meets  dot  Vith  God  there  :  he  can- 
jiot  go  unto  that  light  thatfonntrly  fhone  upon  his  foul. 
And, 

2.  His  life  is  cclipfed,  when  *'^c  ;;otv'*r  of  the  grace  " 
of  God  is  taken  aw^y  from  h'.  ' .^'-^  Many  tV/ik  hear 
fermon,  yea  many  fcrmoas  ;  b^-..  ucy  aielikc  thofe  poor 
folk  that  died  by  the  dyke  fide  not  longfince,  in  fomc 
of  your  remembrances  :  when  there  was  si  kind  of.fa- 
jiiine,  the  poor  things  died  for  hunger  ;  though  it  was 
iiot  altogether  for  want  of  bread,  but  of  the  1»kffing  of 
God  upon  it :  for  the  more  they  did  eat,  they  grewTikc 
atomies  or  Ikelctons,  and  fo  they  flawed  as'  it  were  for 
hunger,  never  being  fatisfied.  So  a  number  of  people 
under  gofpel-difpenfetions  have  perhaps  preacl^ng  e- 
nough,  but  nothing  of  the  bleffing  with  it.     Perhaps 

'  they  will  tell  yo.u  a  note  of  the  fermon  5  but  look  u«o 
them,  and  you  will  fee  them  dying,  and  the  word  of 
this  bread  in  their  mouth  :  they  are  not  fat  ^nd  flou* 
riihing,  or  growing  up  as  calves  in  the  ftalls,  like  Chril* 
tians,  in  old  age  fat  and  fiourijbtng.  But  they  are  dying 
with  the  bread  of  the  word  of  God  in  their  mouths,  which 
is  a  fad  fymptom  of  the  want  of  the  bleffing  and  light  of 
God's  countenance  upon  it.  It  is  not  enough  to  run  af- 
ter pre^hing  \  for  many  follow  that  way  that  have  little 
or  no  lively  frame  within  them  for  all  th^t, 

3.  There  U  an  e€lipfe#f  the  comfort  ^nd  cqnfolations 
of  the  fpirit,  which  is  align  of  deep  defertion  :  you 
know  it  was  one  of  the  bleffings  of  our  God  by  his  pro*- 
mifc,  when  he  was  takings  his  farewel  of  bis  people  and 
followers  in  this  world,  /  nvill  fend  the  Comforter  unt9 
youy  and  he  pall  teach  you  all  things.  This  is  .the;  com- 
forter  th^t  brings  confolatiqn  unto  the  foul  of  a  believer. 
Now,  when  one  wants  that,  he  wants  God's  kindnefs  ; 
3nd there  are  many  who  go  to  preaching ;  but  their  hearts 
TitQ  not,  as  it  were,  ikipping  within  them  :  there  are  ma-> 
ny  who  go  to  fecret  duty  ;.  but  when  they  come  out  of 
their  clofet,  their  hearts  are  not  wanned  by  tb^  com-^ 
forts  of  the  holy  Spirit  in  (Juty. 

4.  There  is  a  palpable  eclipfe  of  the  peace  ofconfci- 
ence  that  paffes  all  natural  underftanding.-r There  wre 
many,  who,  when  they  eat  their  meat  are  troubled  ; 
and  when  in  fellowfliip  with  others,  they  have  no  peace 
of  co.ifcience.  This  is  a  fign  of  the  want  of  the  light  of 
God^s  counten^ce  )  and  thys  defertion^  and  the  length- 
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ning  out  of  it,  occafions  chie  diftrefs  of  the  people 

/^thlyj  The  people  of  God  may  be  tryftcJ  with  t 
difmal -like  providence;  that  is,  ikd  difappointment 
the  back  of  Threat  experiences.  The  two  difciples  go 
to  Emmaus  wer^  choice  Oiriftians  :  Chrift  joins  h" 
felf  unto  theiT\<  and  afks,  Wkat  manner  of  commun'i' i\t, 
are  thefe  thaty^  A^V^  Ofie  ivitt  another y  as  ye  ivalk  and 
fad?  Mafter,  fay  they,  it  is  bccaufe  we  are  in  dirn 
Says  ChrVt,  what  ails  you  ?  they  give  him  an  acco'.ui 
it,  and  lay,  An  tl^u  a  Jlranger  in  jferufjLwy  and 
rot  hfioi^n  the  things  that  are   ccine   to  piifs  in  thtjc 

cofic-niing  J  ejus  ofKazarclh  ? —  7/"ip  trufed  that  it 

been  he  ivhojhotdd  have  redeemed  Ifrael  :     and  hjiies 

this,  tO'day  is  the  third  da\i  fnce  tkefe  things  ivere  d 

—^>ur  very  hearts  are  like  to  break  becaiife  of  this  d 

/ointment.     So  then  difappointments  upon  the  bac 

great  experiences  bring  the  people  of  God  into  gre?.t 

trefs  :  So  it   is,  lia.   xxvi.  17,  i^c.     S:;ys   the  chii 

vre.have  been  travelling,  and  we  thought  we  Ihould 

brought  forth  a  man  child,  or  fome  great  thing  j 

behold,  we  hTwt  -brought forth  ticthing  but  luird^  «v. 

tiot  Tjrciight   any  deliverance  in    the    earth,      "IIms  ^ 

great  dilappoimment,  when  tlvy  were  expc<S:."r:g  1 

great  delivery.     1  have  no  doubt  but  the  cl^ildrcn  0 

dah,  who   were   carried  to    Bi.byIon,  and  were  no 

quainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  time  of  their  Jcli' 

thought,  that  within  four  or  n\e  years  the  Lord  w 

break  the  bonds  of  their  captivity  ;  but  when  it  can 

twenty,  thirty,  forty,  or  fixty  yiiars,  then  it  is  raid, 

cxxxvii.   \\\\\X  they  ivcr.t  Gitty  L.hd  wept   hj    tl.i'riitrcj 

bylcK'j  and  could  not  fo  much  as  think  upon  iiiulk,  o 

inltrunuTits  of  muflc  :  bccaul'c  their  ex^^xtiiiion  wa^ 

ken.     Thjre  arc  many  gre^t  prouiiicb  i^iade  concei 

the  deliverance  and  rsJitoiiiilon  of  tiic  church  ;   and 

ny  of  the  people  of  God  fruitrate  their  own  mere 

fpiriting  of  their  hope  j  ?ind  when  they  arc  diiUppo 

at  this  time,  many  of  the   people  of  God  begin  to  : 

becaufe  the  Lord  delcys  deliverance  to  his  church. 

they,  Shall  we  all  die  in  this  wiidernefs  ?  Is  there  no 

of  hope  ?  Shall  we  nor  enter  into  our  former  pr-lTef] 

and  enjoy  our  wonted  privileges  iiL;uin  r  Ic  may  be, 

evcT^j  oivfe  of  ihvs  generation  may  die  before  tlic  reci 

of  God' s  "wotV  m  \\\^^t \»\\v^\  ^^^\  'Cstj^.v  ^-j^^^^Ww  It  c 
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clofe^  a  feed  that  Jhall  be  horn  Jhall  do  this, -r-hxA  ktaw 
tejl  you,  that  fomec^you  covets  in  point  of  Ghriftiau 
fellowfliip  to  be  very  cautious  \  and  why  njot  ?  But  let  me 
tell  you  another  thing,  they  may  have  five  or  fix  y^ear^ 
pfhcaringj  of  preaching  and  fporcing  tliemfelves  about 
the  congregation  \  and'  yet  perhaps  one  word  drc^ped 
touching  them  on  the  QUt<^de  at  laft  may  do  the  tum.1-7 
^nd.as  to  the  recoye^/^nd  revival  of  the  work  ^  God, 
when  ye  are  a}l  rotting  in  the  graves,  folemn  aflemblicff 
iliall  be  kept  and  eftecjined^-r-aBLd  perhaps  thofe  yet  unr 
horn,  or  the  poor  childr,en  thajt  .cannot  yet  difccrn  bet- 
t\yeen  t,heir  right  hand  and  their  deft,  ihall  be  the  perr 
fons  marching,  up  with  the  ark  of  God,  and  dancing  for 
Joy  before  it. — Remarkable  is  that  inftance  of  fix  liirn- 
dred  thoufand  (t^fides  the  Leyites,  women  and  cbUr 
dren)'  of  the  cjiildren  of  Ifrael  that  came  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  thexe  was  not  a  foul  of  them,  fave  CakV 
sind  Jofhua,  entered  the  promifed  land  ;  but  their  carc^ 
fep  all  rotted  in  the  wildernefs  :  and  yet  their  offsprin|5 
^\srhen  they  went  over  Jor4an,  had  brave  days  ;  and  they 
■    fixed  their   twelve  pillars  in  the  midftof  the  water,  a« 
monuments  of  God's  great  deliverance  ;  tli^re  being  is^ 
more  to  do  but  to  pierce  their  enemies  with  the  fword, 
and  divide  their  l^nd  by  lot  amongft  them*     We  are 
vary  faint  with  difappointments,  when  it  pleafes  the  Lord 
to. cover  his  table,  and  fet  down  upo^i;  it  .the  glory  of  .If- 
rael.    Then  every  ftranger  will  fay.  Now,  wcexpeft.he 
comes  •,  yea,  he  is  at  the  door  :  and  this  is  the  forerujq* 
n^er  of  the  greateft  mercy  to  the  church  :  yet  thou  nj^ft 
not  depend  too  much  to  fee  that,  left  tliou  be  fruftrate^ 
in  thy  expeft:ition,  and  fo  thy  fpirit  be  ready  to  fink  wi- 
thin thee  for  forrow, 

^thlyy  There  may  be  this  dilmal-like  providence,  th;jt 
may  occaiion  great  diftrefs  by  lofles,  crpfTcs,  afiliclioos 
and  troubles,  both  upon  the  inward  and  outward  ma». 
In  this  cafe  was  Job  :  he  was  a  good  man,  had  mai^y 
experiences,  and  much  communion  with  God ;  yet  it 
fell  out,  that  the  Lord  takes  all  from  him  :  yea,  that  was 
not  all  :  fome  ftrife  falls  in  betwixt  him  aud  ills  wife  : 
after-  all  his  fub (lance  and  children  are  gone,  a  difference 
takes  place  between  him  and  his  natural,  but  Chriftiaii 
iriends.  Thjey  were  the  choiceft  men  perhaps  then  in 
the  world ;  and  yet  they  miftook  his  cafe,  calling  him 
an  hypocritCj  and  he  could  not  endure  that, — Ye.t  V\s. 
was  not  ovci>much  diftrcft  VuU  1!^  \\us^  v^\i&*^^v  -ixwc^- 
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thcr  caft  in  providence,  and  that  was  the  lengthening 
out  of  all  thefc  his  trials,  and  the  hiding  of  God's  coun- 
tenance therein.  If  we  may  fay,  that  fuch  a  man  as  Job 
could  be  broken  5  he  was  a  mirror  for  religion  :  yet  wc 
find  him  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  book,  curfiiig  the 
day  of  his  birth  \  andhefpeaks  many  flrange  things  un- 
to God.  O  he  was  in  great  diftrefs  \  but  in  chap,  xxiii. 
3.  becomes  to  exprefs  the  language  of  his  foul.  0 
that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  all  his  diftrefs  was 
.  nothing  to  that.  He  was  never  preft  at  the  heart,  till 
3ie  finds  a  great  diftance  betwixt  God  and  his  foul.  Af- 
fliftions,  croffes,  and  external  miferies,  and  thefe  all 
lengthned  out  in  defertipn,  occaiions  great  diftrefi.— 
And  ye  muft  not  think  much  of  it>  when  ye  are  tryftcd 
wkh  thefe  things  :  many  of  your  neighbours  have  been 
fo  dealt  with  before  :  it  may  be  thou  art  poor ;  weD, 
thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  many  poor  (at  leaft  who  were 
floor)  folk  in  heaven";  and  many  were  rich,  and  became 
poor,  and  grew  far  richer  again  than  before,  and  yet 
ventured  far.  Job  was  in  diftrefs,  but  he  overcame 
tbat,  ere  he  died,  and  fo  became  a  viAor  in  poioro/' 
trial,  both  refpe£ting  iqternal  and  external  difUcdties. 
But 

6tUyf  There  is  another  difmal  like  difpenfation  of 
providence  :  and  it  fccms  to  be  the  fliarpeft  of  all ;  and 
that  is  when  God  pleafes  to  let  thedeyil  and  the  corruga- 
tions of  his  people  loofe  upon  theinf  even  thof(?  latent 
corruptions,  that  they  thought  had  been  now  chained 
tip  and  hemmed  in  ;  fo  that  the  poor  creature  that  feem- 
cd  one  day  to  be  viftorious  over  a  body  of  fin  and  death, 
b  now  trodden  under  the  feet  of  thefe  enemies ;  and 
that  caufes  great  diftrefs,  and  is  made  to  cry,  O  luretch- 
edman  that  lam,  who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?  Rom.  vii.  24.  There  is  fomething  here,  that 
difcovers  his  mifery.  There  are  feveral  things  difcov- 
crod  in  this  cafe. 

1.  There  are  great  fins  difcoverc4,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  /«- 
numerable  evils  compafs  me  about ;  mine  imquitirs  have  ta- 
ken hold  upon  me :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mint 
head, 

2.  There  is  an  awakened  confcience  ;  and  that  cannot 
be  well  covered;  thenoifeofit  being  become  fo  terrible. 
And 

3.  There  is  \\i^  wrath  of  an  angry  God  :  there  U  no- 
thing  but 'wr^c^Xi^^S^^w^ix     tia^^  fa^s   the   poor  foci. 
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I  thought  God  and  I  fhould  never  have  been  at  variance 
s^gain  \  but  now  to  my  coft  and  fad  experience,  I  ,fin4  if: 
otherways.  ~ 

4.  There  is  fome  kind  of  impenitence  s  and  in  thit 
cafe,  the  poor  creature  cannot  be  broken  hearted  enough 
for  fin. 

5.  There  is  afufpenfion  of  the  Intimations  of  the  Lordfs 
favour  and  wonted  loving  kindneffes  j  fo  that  the  .poor 
believer  cannot  attain  to  the  days  of  old,  and  years  x)f 
antient  times.  Sin  prevailing,  an  angry  God  frowning^ 
an  awakened  confcience  tormenting,  iind  a  hard  heart 
drooping;  O  fad,  fad !  And  ye^  a  child  of  God  may 
be  fometimes  under  fuch  a  cafe  as  tbis^  fee  Pfal.  xxxviii^ 
for  a  proof  of  this  doftrine. 

Now,  a  word  of  ufe  s  and  feeing  the  Lord  has  his  ami 
children  in  this  world,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  thej^. 
are  oftimes  in  fo  great  diftrefs  ?  I  anfwer  firft,  he  docsr 
It  for  trial 'Of  fome  few  particulars,  which  perhaps  are  ut 
thy  cafe. — And 

I/?,  For  the  trial  of  the  graces  of  his  owu  fpirit :  ■  jEbr 
inftance,  when  a  man  is  in  great  diftreis,  the  Lord  ii- 
trying  him,  if  he  can  believe  in  fuch  a  cafe,  or  hope.iai 
fuch  a  diftrefs  :  for  the  people  of  God  are  called  to  thi^ 
Kvely  exeixifes  of  the  graces  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  ef- 
pecially  when  their  fouls  are  in^anguifh  and  diftrefs* 

idly.  He  does  it  to  fee  if  thou  wilt  put  thefe  graces 
in  exercife,  that  when  thou  art  in  great  diftrefs,  -wilt 
thou  take  hold  of  him  by  prayer  :  for  ftill  the  more  thtt 
God's  people  were  afHlAed,  they  prayed  the  more.^^-^jBirr 
David  encouraged  him/elfin  the  Lord  his-  God,  *     *  •• 

3rf/y,  He  does  it  to  try  if  they  will  go  the  whole  round 
of  duties,  to  be  as  Job  was,  when  he  faid,  O  that  I  mights 
know  where  I  would  find  him ;  I  would  venture  ta 
wander  all  the  world  over  to  find  my  God:  It  vns/tL 
noble  refolution  in  Hannibal.  Says  he,  <<  I  {hall  waa- 
*<  der  all  the  world  over  to  find  out  my  enemies."  This 
was  magnanimous  in  a  Pagan :  So  when  a  Chriftian  in 
the  way  of  duty,  is  purfuing  after  God  in  ordinancea,- 
it  is  a  great  matter  for  a  man  under  a  reftraint,  to  walk 
after  the  way  of  a  Chriftian.  I  will  run  the  ways  of  thy 
commandments, — ^when  thou  haft  enlarged  mej  but 
what  if  he  enlarge  thee  not  ?  it  it  that  which  by  thy  difV 
trefs  he  incites  thee  unto. 
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In  the  ftcond  place,  he  tries'  yoti  with  diftrcfs,  to 
complete  you.  The  world  is  not  cdmplcte  by  perfec- 
tion, but  it  is  complete  by  ft^emitig  imperfection.  If 
in  the  cre-atures  in  the  world  had  been  made  of  one  Cze 
and  proportion  as  to  their  pcrfeftion,  it  had  not  been 
complete :  but  it  coniills  of  devils  and  men,  good  and 
bad,  wife  and  prudent,  men  and  fbals  :  besides  all  kind 
of  creatures  •,  nay,  all  forts  of  venomous  bcafts.  0  fay 
ye,  the  world  would  have  been  better  for  the  want  of 
thefc :  but  by  your  favour  it  is  his  work  :  fuch  imper- 
fcft  things  complete  the  work.  If  thou  wert  ftill  weep- 
ing, thou  would  not  be  a  complete  Chriftian.  There- 
fore he  brings  the  under  failings,  and  fuffers  temptations 
to  prevail  over  thee,  and  makes  thy  i  pirit  to  droop ;  ia 
that  thou  art  weeping  and  fighing  one  clay  :  and  gloryiu/ 
the  next  day,  and  triumplxing  in  the  Lord:  and  tk 
intakes  thee  a  cdmpleat  Chriltian,    and  tends    \o  coir- 

J)lete   his  work  upon  thy  foul. ^— Neithei-  would  h 

be  a  compleat  church,  if  it  were  not  lb,  that  fome  c:c 
impril'oned,  fome  deprived  of  their  worldly  fubftanceF, 
ftnd  fome  even  brought  to  the  gibbet  for  the  cauftof 
Chfifl,  and  all  to  make  a  complete  church.  Wemjf 
fay,  in  fome  cafes,  Epifcopacy  was  a  happy  triahot\vc 
ichurch  to  render  it  more  compleat :  for  without  fuch  1 
trial  many  would  have  divined  awny  w^ithout  life  •,  bur 
the  trials,  troubles  and  crolTes  of  the  church  alio  render 
licr  more  compleat.  So  that  thy  fainting,  doubting, 
unbelief,  temptations,  S5*r.  and  thy  vi^jtorv  over  ^;!: 
thefe  makes  thee,  as  it  were,  compleat  !  If  thou  wert 
going  trembling  faintly  to  heaven,  thou  wert  not  com- 
pleat,  and  why  ?  that  is  for  thefe  rather  that  are  abovi 
than  thele  below  ;  but  this  makes  thee  a  man  like  thv- 
felf  in  matter  of  pvofellion, 

Thiriily^  lie  tries  chee  that  the  whole  of  thv  prep:r- 
tion  may  be  running  in  the  riglit  channel,  that  is,  t ' 
all  the  advantages  he  brings  thy  foul  to  hope  for  ;  vet  ir 
brings  thee  under  difcrefs,  that  thy  feed  may  fpringnnvl 
his  burns  may  be  lilled.  'JTliere  13  a  great  diiFcrer.ce  be- 
tween a  fpring  time  and  the  harvefl-.  Spring  time  ;i  i 
plcaf^mt  time  :  but  fummer,  harveft  and  winter  miikev.' 
the  glory  of  the  year.  The  gcod  man  keeps  the  kt^  ?"' 
his  bam,  till  the  fpring  come;  and  then  th.e  weci 
fpfing  up,  and  if  it  were  IHU  fummer,  they  wouIJ  oAt-:- 
grov/  the  good  grain  ;  but  thev\'inter  kills  them  j  fo  t!::: 
*tht7  do  uot  overgrow  the  good  ground.      So  he  v»a:r- 
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the  ridges  of  fouls  by  thefe  troubles  to  make  them 
fruitful :  an4  O  happy  is  the  man  that  goesforth^  hearing 
precious  feed  iveeping^  that  is,  in  grief  and  trouble :  and 
becaufe  of  a  fpring  time,  he  fliall  return  with  hisjheaves 
rejoicing'.  So  Ifa.  Ixvi.  19.  Rejoice  ye  with  Jerufalem^ 
and  be  glad  with  her,  all  ye  that  love  her^  &€•  And  Ezek. 
ix.  4. — Go  through  the  mid/i  of  Jerufalemy  andfet  a  mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  Jtgh  and  cry  for  all  the 
abominations  that  are  done  in  the  midft  thereof  roor,  folk^ 
they  are  like  to  break  their  hearts  5  but  I  am  come  to 
make  them  the  feed  of  the  church  :  fome  folk  arc  not 
content  to  fee  people  mourning,  and  very  angry  to  fee 
them  weeping. — But  when  it  falls  out  on  occount  of 
their  duty,  troubles  are  the  feed  time  of  the  church. 
There  is  a  number  of  profefled  Chriftians  that  remain  as 
unconcerned  at  the  afflictions  of  the  church  and  people 
of  God,  as  if  they  were  living  in  the  wilds  of  America  : 
and  a  number  that  are  living  betwixt  this  and  the  weft" 
feas,  are  as  unconcerned  with  the  fufFerings  of  Cbrift  in. 
his  myftical  members,  as  if  they  were  living  there  j  and 
their  own  confciences  bear  them  witnefs,  if  they  l?c 
bringing  forth  much  fruit  to  God  :  but  perhaps  God  wiU 
fend  a  blafl  that  will  blow  up  that  undermining  thing 
that  tends  to  the  deftru^tion  of  the  church: 

II.  A  fecond  obfervation  that  I  fhould  fpeak  a  little 
to,  is,  '^That  the  greateft  diftreffes  of  the  people  of  God 
are  preparatory  to  their  greateft  mercies  \  and  it  is  very 
clear,  that  jn  many  of  the  people  of  God,  their  greateft 
diftreffes  have  been  previous  to  their  greateft  enjoyments. 
Then  ve  muft  not  caft  at  the  diftrefs  of  the  church  and  ^ 
poor  afflifted  people  of  God  :  but  pafling  this  at  prcfcntj^ 
to  haften  5  there  is  a 

III.  Thing  that  I  fhall  juft  namf ,  and  come  to  a  clofe^ 
and  it  is  this  ;  That  the  fame  iiitereft  in  God  is  the  beft 
foundation  of  encouragement  for  the  people  of.  God  iti 
time  of  diftrefs.  But  David  encouraged  himfelfintb 
Lord  his  God.  It  was  his  intereft  in  God  that  occailoneai 
this.  If  folk  would  be  rightly  fortified  againft  diftrcfles, 
there  is  your  intereft,  Pfal.  xlvi.  i.  God  is  our  refuge  ana 
ftrength ;  a  very  preTent  help  in  the  timif  of  trouble  :  we 

will  not  fear  though  the  earth  be  removed.     I  will  not  be  a- 

fraid>  and  why  ?   Becaufe  the  Lord  is  become  the  fure 

ihelter  of  his  church  and  people.    Nov^j  there  are  a  few 

r  thhigs 
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things  that   pave  the  ^ay  for  a  diftrcft  chikl  of  Codm 
iccuring^syi  intercil  in  him.     And 

Here  the  cafe  may  be  wiih  fomc.  If  I  could  get  my 
intercfb  fccurcii  in  Gcd,  I  would  not  care  ^  hat  \<cmx 
.  of  me^  and  all  that  I  have  this  day  in  the  world.  So 
tliere  sure  fonie  things  requiCtc  in  order  for  the  better 
fecuring  this  intereft  in  Cod  \  which  may  I'crve  as  sn 
application  for  the  Ihutting  up  of  the  fubject  at  prcfent. 
And 

I.  Thou  muft  caft  thine  eye,  O  Chriftian,  upon  thy 
former  and  paft  experiences  \  either  upon  the  con:.niur.i- 
catioiiis  of  the  Lord's  kindiK-ls,  the  out-lcttings  0/  hii 
love,  or  his  power,  exerted  for  thy  furth-coiuiiig  in  ihj 
joiurney  heavenward.  For  inftance,  David  cncouuici^ 
his  cnenues,  and  his  adverfarics  gr^w,  namely  CuUdi, 
he  defies  the  arsiies  of  the  living  God  ;  and  the  arniiis 
of  the  living  God  are  like  to  faiuc  for  fear  of  him.  !>•• 
^id  comes,  and  ventures  on  a  ftrange  attempt,  in  orcicf 
to  damp  the  adverfaries,  and  raifc  up  hisownipirit; 
and  what  does  he  ?  Says  he,  I  will  venture.  U  I'iiys  the 
king  of  Ifrael,  thou  art  but  a  ftripUng  :  what  Ciiuii  tLuii 
do?  Cut  fays  David,  I  will  \cnturc,  O  king-,  J  »as 
feeding  my  fadier's  liock :  ai«d  there  came  a  Lcd  u.u  a 
Lear  \  and  I  ilew  theui  both  ^  and  the  Lord  thai  acU\cr- 
eJ  me  out  of  the  paws  of  the  lion,  and  the  i.icu:b  of 
the  bear,  will  alio  delivci*  me  out  oi'rhe  hands  ortiii^ 
uncircunjcifed  riiililtine.  Iicic  was  an  iiitiiiiaticn  01 
the  Lord's  refpei^C  unio.  hi  in  by  a  loriucr  cx[K:riciiLc  ; 
sind  upon  that,  i»)S  he,  I  wjil  vcntuie  my  bluod  Uiioii 
}>rm  :  and  aiterwartia  he  tulcrcu  the  liits  with  Co«i<.ii. 
He  iaid  Uiiiu  David,  Am  1  a  do{^,  that  tliou  con.cli  to. 
iiie  with  flaves?  ana  lie  curicU  luia  by  his  gods  :  I  h.U 

tive  thy  iiciii  to  be  uieai  to  the  bcaixs  of  the  earthy  C/V. 
ut,  fays  David,  hear  mc  oiic  Huid  :  ii-'ot*  cQtnvji  untb  nte 
nvith  a/nvurd  and  a  ffc^r  ;  hut  1  come  lu  thte  in  the  ftamt  uf 
i/jif  iivi/t^  iicdf  tv/joj¥  arMitrj  thiiu  Litji  UtjicUy  and  iiiat  u» 
pon  an  old  ex|K;ric:nee.  80,  ia  a  diltrciibd  caU*,  when 
the  people  of  Cod  arc  brought  ver)  low  \  yet  liicy  may 
infure  themfclvcs,  and  advciiture  on  dillkultics  by  reca- 
pitulating former  ex|>ericnces. — The  day  was  once  when 
Chrift  tryfted  with  my  \ou\  \  and  once  1  was  obliged  to 
fay.  The  Loru  is  tny  God.  Now  1  will  \eiituve  my  life, 
and  all  I  have  this  day  u^on  that,  it  tiie  Ixttd  call  me  to 
it.     I  was  dl  Vv\cK  and  fueh  a  conun union,  and  there. 
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.that  t  cared  for  nothing.  So  reflect  upon  that  old  ex- 
perience :  look  back  to  him  whom  thoti  avouphedft  to 
be  thy  God  in  former  times ;  and  why  may  he  not  be  th  jf 
God  now  alfo  ? 

2.  The  people  of  God  ought  to  relrcve  their  fpirits  19 
diftrefs  by  cafling  their  eyes  .upon  him  inftead  of  aU  re- 
lations in  thefe  days.  He  is  thy  father^  thy  huiband'^ 
thy  elder  brother,  thy  beft  friend,  and  fympathizer  with 
his  people  in  all  their  afflictions  ;  and  what  a  privilege 
is  this  to  be  thus  related  unto  him  who  is  the  king  of 
iaints,  and  the  glory  of  the  church;  and  not  only  fo^ 
.but  thy  own  God  by  old  experiences  ?  Take  him  thca 
in  all  the  relations  in  which  he  holds  out.  himfelf  untp 
thj^  foul,  for  fccuring  thy  intereft  in  him  againft  alldif^ 
trefs ;  and  this  will.  occaiGon  great  encouragements. 
How  much  did  David  encourage  himfelf  in  a  view  of 
thefe  relations,  when  he  fays,  Pfal.  xviii.  2.  The  Lord 
is  my  rockf  and  tnyfortrefs^  and  my  deliverer :  my  God,  my 

[firength^  in  whom  I  willtruji :  my  buckler  and  the  hofn  if 
my  fahation  in  whom  I  will  trujt.  And  in  this  he  en- 
courages himfelf  to  h\th  and 'magnify  the  Lord.     And 

3.  Take  a  view  of  the  Ijord  in  his  divine  at^ibutes.: 
and  that  may  help  to  hold  up  thy  foul,.  Q  believer  %.  for 
he  is  mighty  to  fave  ;  and  to  fave  thee  in  all  thy  diftref- 
fes  and  intricate  diificulties.     He  is  alfo  infinite  in  coun- 
fel  and  fo  can  fet  thy  foot  on  a  rock,  afjdejtablijk  thy  way 
Before  thee.     Thou  can  ft   not  tell  what  will  become  of 
thy  own  cafe,  nor  the  a£Fairs  of  the  church  of  Chrift : 
wilt  thoa  then  caft  all  thefe  over  upon  the  infinity  of 
God  ?  he  fits  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  and-  fteer«  the  rud- 
iler  ;  and  fo  points  the  ihip  whitherfocver  fhc  is  to  go ; 
and  though  we  fliould  be  overclouded  with  never  fo  ma- 
ny difcouragements  5  y(^t  God  is  the  Lord,  fee  the  xcvii. 
and  xctx.  Pfalm.     The  beginning  of  both  is,  The  Lord 
i'eignethy  and  let  the  earth  rejoice j  and  the  people  tremble  f 
kis  hand  is  lifted  up  :  and  if  ye  look  on  his  attributes  h^ 
yc  will  fee  his  mercy  therein,  Pfal.  ciil.  13.     Lihe  as  o" 
JPather  piiieth  his  children^  fo  the  Lordpitieth  all  th^tfea^ 
him.     Apd  think  ye,  that  he  will  lay  more  upon  them,  • 
than*  they  are  able  to  bear.     He  may  lay  troubles  upon 
them  and  trials :  and  what  the  matter  ?  that  is  his  way 
v^ith  the' church  :  but  what  follows?  he  relieves  his peo^ 
pie,  and  delivers  Jacob  out  of  all  his  troubles.     O  firs,  if 
Itcvrere  rightly  fortified  againftthcdiftrcis  ©f  thefe  timesi. 
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the  children  of  God  might  have  s^  ^ -— »r 

//  is  God  that  jnftijiet^^  and  who  ntiiy J^i^]|m 


€hargi  of  G^s  eUa  F  Let  him  .aieb^gBR!  a-"< 
kindnefs  to  his  people^  stnd  fecuit^  tticir  intereCb  to'the 
it  b  he  f  hat  jufiifieth  me,  may  ji  fey  :-  and  Obct  je 
happjj  O  bclieversi  that  have  an  mtereft  in  uk 
poweritil  and  wife  Cod.  He  is  one- that giddes  Uk  c 
with  his  everlaOing  arms  around  t&em':  as  then 
are  rouod  about  Jerufalemj  fo  the  Lord  enccmipd 
his  church  \  and  he  that  neither  flumbers  nor  fk 
watches  over  her.  Til  tell  you,  that  the  faintnd 
fpirits  proceeds  from  your  want'rf^laith-— O  je  tfi 
jaithf  ho^v  hngpall  I  he  with  pu  ?  ^c,  When.thec 
turlon  came  unto  me,  fajs  the  Savioi£r  aboot  the  ca( 
his  fervant,  I  bade  him  go  honl^  hUf  Icrvant  lirori 
healed :  he  did  fo,  and  found  him  wh^e  a£  the  ftt  li 
But  now,  ye  doubt  of  my  power'and  abiUties :  Hbir^ 
will  ye  be  without  ^ith  ?  If  ye  had  jButh^but  ts^aj 

.  ofmuilard  feed,  ye  might  fay  unto  ibis  tnouftiaifij,  k . 
rrwow^j  aniiBf  thou  cafi  into  thefsa^  and  itjhall  h  i 
Thb  feems  to  be  the  worft  difafVcr,  that  xnanj  CbriA 
meet  with ;  they  will  not  venture  their  fouls  cafe'^ 
him.  0  ye  ofiifthfmfhy  why  do  ye  dndi  ^  Some  Gb 
tians  will  venture  their  fouls  falvation  npon'hiniy 
have  not  confidence  in  bim  conccniing^ii^  church" 

;  totei«l^.^*^e  y^        Butd^i  ye  think,  th^t  he 

iibt^b  e<niia  intereft  in  both  ?  tind  Ksb  he  not  praia 

Jioli^ild  me  walls' of  his  Jerufaledij^  ahd'to^  ^t  op 

top  ilone  thereof  with  fhouting9  7Zrrt;7|r,  j^rate^  g^cjt^ 

t9jtf    Ihere  H  no  ground  to  doubt,*  but  antichnift 

'  all|3s  antichriftian  crew,  fcall  yet   be  brought  ai 

"tiffefecrof  the  living  God;  and  alf  thefe  anttchrii 

'  doffarines  now  taught  and  applauded  by  ipen,  fhJi 
fee  trodden  under  foot,  F^rk^mu/i  not  ra^n^  uM 
have  put  all  enemies  unSinr  its  feet  V  The  laft  eftemj 
^aii  k  defrayed  J  is  deaih^  i  Cor-  xv,  25,  16^  He 
tread  under  his  feet  the  nations,  piercing  unto  \ 
^ry  heart  with  the  foles  of  his  feet^  driving  thes 
pieces,  as  a  pot  Jherd  is  broken  to  ihivers  5  and  if  ye  * 
rightly  acquainted  with  him,  ye  would  have  the  fail 
|liis  :  And  tbo*  we  be  under  a  doud  for  the  time  hj 
prefcnt  diftouragements,  what  the  matter  of  thsrt? 
wc  cannot  miftmft  the  Lord,  that  has  prom'ifed  he  ; 
reign  m  fpitc  of  all  his  enemies* — There  -arc  brafc  ( 
O  Cl£inft,\-wte^-  comiu^^  ¥*cn  what  eoncems  hifl 
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fliall  be  accomplUhed :  The  days  are  comingi  that  thefe 
poor  defpifed  people,  that  are  now  weeping,. figbing, 
ibbbing,  and  defponding,  fhall  be  up. 

Poor  p^vilh  fpirited  folk  that  have  no  faith  in  Gk>d^ 
think  that  religion  wholly  confifts  in  fighing,  and  dfoop- 
.  ing  ;  but  no.fuch  matter  j  it  is  the  part  of  the  people  of 
God^  to  look  up  unto  the  captain  of  their  falvation,  who 
through  Juffering  nuas  made  perfeB.  He  hats  premife4 
to  do  all  things  for  you  that  have  an  intereft  in  him  thuf 
fecured.  David  encouraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord  his 
Gpd :  follow  this  example^  and  all  fhall  be  well.  But 
we  fhall  hj  no  more.-^But  to  his  name  be  the  praife. 

N.  vff.  If  the  Pages  fpecified  could  have  admitted,  I 
intended  to  have'|^.Te,  along  with  this,  publifhed  ano-' 
ther  pretty  large  but  very  faithful  fermon  by  the  fame 
author,  preached  in  the  year  i 68q,  from  thefe  words* 
iiUke  ii.  3 5.     Tea,  a fwordjball pierce  ihrough  thy  9%vn  al^ 
Jby  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  mdy  be  revealed.    * 

In  this  difcourfe,  he  fhews  the  evil  of  the  indulgence, 
cefs  paying,  bonding,  tsfc.    And  when  treating  on  the 

.  word  Iwdrds,  very  elegantly  difcribes  thefe  four  kinds 
of  fwords  fpoken  of  in  fcripture :  v«.  The  fword  of 
jufHce,  the  fword  of  judgment,  the  fword  ofreproach, 
and  the  fword  of  many  forrows#  When  defipribihg  thb 
Tecond  fword,  the  fword  of  judgment,  he  has  the  fol- 
lowing very  remark?iblp  feptences;  "We have  had  a 
*^  bloody  fword  amongfl  us  aheady,  and  who.  knows 
^*  but  the  next  fword  maybe  the  fword  of  his  judgment? 
^*  we  hear  of  fwords  now  in  feveral  places  of  the  coun- 
«*  try  hanging  in  the  air,  as  clear  as  glafs  (or  chriflal) 
^^  and  when  fpme  put  tl\e  queflion,  what  this  can  meaii^ 
«<  Some  put  this  commentary  on  it,  that  there  is  yet 
**  more  blood  tq  be  fhed  j  and  who  knows  but  this  may 
*  be  meant  by  it  alfo,  that  thefwordof  the  Lord's  judg- 
'*  ment  is  bathed  In  heaven,  and  made  ready  to  exe- 
*^  cute  juflice  and  judgment  upon  the  generation,  who 
**  will  not  fear,  feHe  and  obey  him.  And  we  declare 
**  unto  you,  this  night,  that  as  the  Lord  lives,  if  jnclivc 
.  <*  any  number  of  years,  ye  fhall  fee  fltranger  days!  than 
^'  ever  ye  have  yet  feen  \  for  God  is  coming  with  great 
^  *f  wrath  and  indignation  againfl  this  land:^ — And  ncTwon- 

:  .    M.de£  it  be  fo,  for  all  the  unparalelled  wickednefs  that 
«    ...  If  ever.yFas  done  in  a  land,  is  done  in  this  land.    Jn  all 

•:-*(  tke*hiftory  w«  eycv  read,  divine  or  jjiuxnan^  we  never 
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w  read  of  a  worfc  generation  on  the  earth  thm  t#e  ifl 
<<  Britadn  are  at  this  day,  (jTc."  Now,  how  appiic^s 
this  is  to  our  prcfcnt  circumftances,  nuft  be  left  witk 
|he  reader. 
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SERMON      IX. 

Isaiah  It.  6*. 

Seih  js  the  Lfrd  while  he  may  be  found  :   call  upsn  ii\/i 
while  he  is  near. 


MAN  once  flood 
O  bat  man, 
^  ^  y  and  glorious  c] 


flood  in  good  jtcrms  with  God^  Sirs : 
when  he  was  firft  created,  was 
creature  !  He  was  made  but  a  little 
tower  than  the  Angels ;  for  his  glory  and  his  holinefs  was 
fuch,  that  as  the  friend  of  God,  he  might  have  fpoken 
as  familiarly  to  his  Lord  and  creator,  as  a  man  fpeaks  to 
his  friend.  But  O  he  finned  away  that  priviledge,  and 
.the  Lord  chaietl  him  away,  and  excluded  hiia  from  pa- 
radife :  that  was  a  fad  change  on  Adam,  when  the  Lord's 
voice  was  terrible  unto  him  in  the  garden  j-Jaya  Adam, 
I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  garden ;  and  I  was  afrai^l :  wh;it 
fears  thee,  Adam  ?  What  ails  you  at  my  voice  i  It  ufcd 
not  to  be  ^  tcxxQi  vi^o  ^j^m^  >^N^^s^>^%sE&iAt  Adam, 
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1  am*  fure  fomctbing  is  not  right  bert :  vAiat,  have  yd 
€utcn  of  the  forbidden  tree,  and  finned  aguinft  me  ?  no 
ivonder  l!hat  you  are  afraid ;  for  I  am  become  your  c- 
iicmy  for  tliat :  and  now  begone  from  my  fight  and 
jn-efence,  (until  ye  be  reconciled  uuto  me  in  another 

\vay  and  manner  $- and  that  through  the  blood  of 

my  own  Sou.)    There  was  Adam  and  all  his  pofterity 
banilhed  forth  from  the  prcfence  of  God.     Now,  what 
cihte  is  man  then  in  f  He  is  in  a  eftate  that  he  cannot 
look  God  in  the  face^  and  Qod  cannot  look  him  in  the 
face,  but  he  is  a  terror  unto  him. — Now,  till  he  be  recon 
ciled  by  Jefus  Chriil,  he  cries  nothing  but,  hide  us  fiom 
the  face  of  him  thatjff/j-  upon  the  throne^  from  the  Lamb 
bfc.     Hills  and  mountains,  cover  us  from  his  glory* 
for  we   cannot  endure  his  fpotlcfs  holinefs ;  but  tho'  thb 
be  the  Cafe  with  all  mankind,  yet  blefs  the  Lord,  that 
has  found  out  another  way,  whereby  he  reconciVes  him 
again  unto  himfelf;  that  is,  in  and  through  the  blood 
ef  his  own  Son,  his  lent  and  well  beloved  Son,  to  be-* 
come  man  ;  and  in  that  nature  to  fuffer  in  his  merit  ana 
mciliatiou  for  man's  fin  and  tranfgrefiion :  ^and  therebr 
to  be  reconciled  unto  God  again.     There  man  has  acceu 
unto  his  holinefs ',  man  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne 
of  his  grace,  and  none  to  make  him  afraid.     O  the 
Lord  is  got  off  the  throneof  juflice,  and  for  Chrift*s 
lake  is  feated  now  upon  the  throne  of  mercy,  love  and 
grace  :  and  what  fays  ha  now  i  wlut  cries  his  mefieng-' 
cr  here  unto  you  ?  but, — Seek  ye  the  Lord^  while  be  is  t§ 
he  founds  call  ye  upon  bis  name^  while  he  is  near.     Chrift 
has  brought  God  the  FatW  near;— ^-  God  was  in 
Chrift  reconciling  the  world  tinto  him/eh^.     And  therefore 
this  is  the  charge  given  all  his  meffengers,  that  they 
fliould  tell  all  the  world,,  ttat,  if  ever  they  would  come 
near  him^  they  mnft  do  it  m  Chrift.     O  if  ye  would  be 
acquainted  with  him,  it  muft  be  in  and  through  his  pre* 
clous  •ion  Jefus  Chrift  :  if  you  would  have  that  enmity 
taken  away,  and  be  >  made  fiiends  with  him  again,  ye- 
viiiftfeek  the  Lord  while  he  is  tc  be  he  found*     In  the  words 
ye  have. 

1.  The  exhortation  to  this  great  duty  5  and  it  isj  feet 
the  Lord,  There  is  the  duty  of  all  the  piifterity  of  A- 
dam.  Men  and  women,  what  is  your  duty  and  work  in 
tiic  world,  or  bullneis  here  away?  It  is  not  to  eat>- 
drink,  lifcep,  live,  die  and  perifh,  like  the  bcafts:  no, 
your  greatfwork.is  t»  feefcthe  Lord  upon  great  bufincfr- 
to  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.    Seek  the  favour 
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and  friendfhip  of  God  :  feek  neamefs,  union  and  com- 
munion with  him.  Seek  to  glorify  God  here,  and  to 
enjoy  him  hereafter :  this  is  your  great  work  and  bufi« 
Bdfs  in  the  world.     And 

2.  We  have  the  encouragement  given,  that  is,  HulnU 
be  is  to  be  found.  Why,  fay  ye,  need  we  feek  him  ?  he 
will  not  be  found  of  us  now :  we  have  offended  him  by 
breaking  the  covenant  of  works.  Now  he  has  caft  ot 
out  with  our  forefathers,  for  theii:  and  our  (ins  and 
tranfgreffions.  No,  fays  the  fpirit  of  God,  for  all  this, 
there  may  be  peace  made  with  him  yet  \  for  as  far  as  he 
is  gone,  he  may  yet  be  found,  if  we  take  the  right  way 
with  :  it  he  is  yet  nigh  at  hand  :  feek  hun  'wbilehe  u  to  he 
foufid^  call  upon  him  nubile  he  it  neatm  The  obfervatioa 
from  the  words,  is 

That  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  fhut  up  fi^m  poor 
fouls;  but  if  any  have  a  mind  for  him,  they  may  find 
hivn.  James  l.  5.  S'any  man  lack  lyifdomj  lethimajk 
it  of  God  J  which  giveto  liberally  to  cdl  menj  and  upbraidetb 
none. — He  is  not  on  the  referve,  he  is  not  fb  fhut  up 
from  finners,  that  he  is  not  to  be  found. — Indeed,  he  may 
fometimes,  as  it  were,  go  to  his  place^  that  ye  may  feek 
the  more  after  hinf:  and  I  fhall  give  you  the  following 
evidences  that  the  Lord  is  not  fiiut  up,  or  unnacceilaUe 
to  the  children  of  men.    And 

I/?,  Becaufe  he  has  commanded  all  men  and  women 
to  feek  him ;  and  this  fays,  he  is  not  upon  his  keeping 
(fo  to  fpeak)  from  them,  when  he  has  commanded  all 
the  children  of  Adam,*  all  at  leaft  within  the  vifible  churcK 
feek  ye  Lord,  while  he  is  to  be  found,  &c.  He  has  givec 
out  the  royal  commandment  for  it  5  and  indeed  fome- 
times when  this  is  followed  out  it  pafles  into  a  law..  In 
Afa's  days,  who  was  a  good  king  and  that  is  a  great  blef- 
fing  to  a  land  or  people;  it  is  faid  2  Chron.  xv.  12- 
And  they  entered  into  a  covenant  to  feek  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers  with  all  their  hearts,  &c«  And  that  who- 
fotvcr  fought  not  the  Lord,  fhould  be  put  to  death,  whether 
wan  or  woman,  &c. — O  when  fliall  fuch  an  act  come 
from  the  rulers  in  thefe  lands,  that  fuch  as  will  not  feek 
the  Lord  fhall  be  put  to  death  !  Ye  fee  the  Lord  not  on- 
ly commands  it,  but  he  threatens  judgment  for  not  feek- 
ing  of  him,  pour  out  thy  fury  on  the  heathen^  and  thefajni' 
lies  that  call  not  on  thy  name. 

7.dly,  This  fays,  that  the  Lord  is  content  to  be  fought 
unto  ;  and  he  tells  where  they  may   find  him.     After 

Chrifrt 
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Ctix'ift^s  refurrcftion>  wlidt  fays  the  angel  to  ttic  women, 
Chrift  is  not  here  I,  tdiere  is  he  gone  ?  the  world  is  wi<fe 
and  large  t  We  knW  not  where  to  feek  him :  but  fays 
the  angei,  he  is  gw  ^fore  you  unto  GalUlti^  and  there  . 
/ha/i  y^Jee  him — ^Iherc  he  tryfted  with  you  before  he 
fufi^eredf  and  there  ye  (hall  iSnd  him.  Do  not  think 
•then,  that  Chrift  is  keeping  himfelf  up  firom  you. 

'^dlyj  Becaufe  he  has  made  many  prOmifes,  and  givea 
great  encouragi^ments,  that  if  they  tollow  on  to  feek  thU 
1/ord,  they  Ihall  find  him.  He  has  made  many  a  fwedt 
and  endoi^raging  promife,  that  th-.-y  may  feek  him  and 
follow  out  this  great  duty.     And 

4/>6/^/  Me  gives  them  a  bleilcd  Welcome,  that  ieek 
hill].  He  upbraids  none,  but  makes  them  all  wdcom6« 
He  is  eafily  overcome  by  them,  Song  iii.  4. — IfoufiHhufi^ 
n.ohom  myfottlhveth  t  Iheldhim^  anawculdnot  let  htthgop 
&c.  fays  the  fybuCt ;  and  he  is  well  content  t;o  be  holdea 
of  her.  I  fay  the  great  welcome  he  gave  the  ftodipX 
(ouf  when  he  comes  to  himfelf:  Sayaf  he,  I  will  go  back; 
ag;iin  to  my  fathers  houfe,  and  confefs  my  fina,  and  fa 
glorify  God  :  what  doe?  the  father  i  be  goes  out  to  meec 
him,  and  lays,  is  this  my  Son !  He  a($  it  were,  gWet 
Kim  not  ItHve  to  fpeak,  but  flies  into  his  neck,  and  ki& 
f^s  him,  faying.  This  is  my  Son,  that  mjai  dead^  and  if. 
yet  alive  agairt^  that  was  lo/l  and  is  found*  Such  a  mcet«* 
ing  betwixt  Chrift  and  tbe  foul  is,  as  was  between  Jacob 
and  Jofeph :  //  ;/  enough  that  my  Sdn  Jsfepb  is  alive  3 
And  it  13  ihid,  he  wept  on  his  neck  ^  this  fays,  he  is  con« 
tent  to  be  fought,  and  gives  great  welcome  and  eneou- 
rngcmem;  bring  the  faked  calf  and  the  bejl  raiment  to  _ 
put  upon  him,  isfi\ 

Now,  Sirs,  here  is  a  gfcat  whnefs'  againft  you  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord  5  if  ye  will  not  come  and  feek  mercy  in 
time  through  the  blocKi  of  Jefus,  for  cleanfmg  from  yotlf 
fins.  '  I'orfake  your  evil  ways,  and  if  this  were  the  cafe, 
the  fatted  calf  would  be  killed.  If  Scotland  were  on 
the  turning  hand,  we  would  get  another' feaft  yet,  for*  a 
new  marriage  bargain-  Yea,  it  Is  faid,  there  is  jcy  in 
heaven  at  the  converfwn  ofonejinner  i  There  is  much  for- 
tow  in  the  world,  when  a  poor  foul  turns  to  God  5  the 
devil  and  the  world  is  laying,  behave  loft  a  good  com-^ 
erwdz. — Ay,  but  there  is  joy  in  heaven  for  that :  it  is 
iUiJ,  at  the  converfion  or  repentance  of  one  finner, 
there  is  joy  in  heaven.  O  but  that  fays,  that  Chrift  is 
rsai  upon  his  hiding  (fo  to  fppak)  from  bis  peojple. 
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Ufif  Now,  if  it  isfo,  that  the  Lord  is^thus  to  be  found: 
Jeiktbe  Lord^  while  he  is  to  he  found  i  cdfiuponhim^  'while 
ke  is  near.    The  Lord  is  not  Oiut  up  yet,  as  to  Scotland -, 
their  afiemblies  fays,  that  Chrift  is  yet  to  be  fqund  ;  that 
he  keeps  up  a   public  difplayed  banner  in  fpite  of  all 
)iis  enemies,  both  papifts,  prelates,  and  malignants,  and 
all  their  laws  and  arms  :  Chrift  is  covering  a  gofpel  ta- 
ble here  and  there :   and  what  is  he   proclaiming  by 
that  banner,  but  if  any  man  mil  make  peace  mtb  me^ 
lei  him  take  hM  of  my  Jlrengthy  and  he  /hall   make  peac: 
noitb  me  ?    Chrift  is  crying  this  to  Scotland  ^  this  fays 
he  is  not  upon  the  refcrve  with  us  '^  then  feek  him  while 
he  is  to  he  fund  J  and  call  upon  him  while  be  is  near^    And 
I  fhall  notice  fome  of  the  places,  and  alfo  of  the  times, 
.wherein  ye  will  moft  likely  find  him.     And 

tJIj  Ye  willfindhiminfecret.  If  ye  feek  him  aright, 
be  fure  to  feek  him  there*  Says  Chrift^  when  thon 
,prayefl^  fbut  thy  dosrsj  2Xid  pray  to  thy  fatter  whu'A  is  in 
fecret :  and  thy  Father  which  feetb  in  fetret^  fhall  reward 
thee  cpenly.  Alas  !  I  fear^  that  there  be  many  folk  that 
come  to  meetings  and  conventicles,  ^  they  are  called) 
that  are  not  given  to  fecret  prayer  and  feeking  of  God, 
Parents,.  I  exhort  you  to  exhort  your  children,  to  feek 
God  in  fecret  prayer ;  and  matters,  exhort  your  ferrant^s 
.  to  feek  him  thb  way^  There  arc  alfo  places,  yea,  houf- 
es,  wherein  ye  will  more  readily  find  him  than  in  other 
.  places :  fee  Jacob  when  coming  to  his  Father ;  Laban 
brhind  him,  and  faw  before  him:  he  fent  his  wives  and 
.  whole  fubftance  before  him :  what,  will  ye  ftay  alone 
here  all  night  ?  O  fays  Jacob,  I  have  a  friend  to  fpeak 
with  this  night :  and  I  have  fet  this  time  apart  for  it  v 
and  I  have  a  fecret  errand  \  as  Ehud  faid,  when  he  killed 
Eglon,  I  have  a  fecret  meffage  unto  thee  O  ling  :  So  a  fou! 
that  18  right  exercifed  has  ftillfome  fecrets  with  the  Lord, 
that  even  the  neareft  of  its  relations  muft  not  know  of. 
It  may  be  .confefiing  or  mourning  for  fomc  fecret  fin, 
or  traufgreflion,  or  fecret  fuit  for  the  mortification  of 
fome  fecret  fin  or  corruption, — or  fomc  fecret  wreftling 
with  God  that  it  may  have  fome  teftimony  of  its  fmceri" 
ty  before  him.  Therefore  it  is  this  fecret  duty  that  is 
lb  much  commended.  Ja<:ob  w|eftlcd  with  the  angel  of 
the  covenant,  and  there  he  got  a  fair  trial,  and  a  blefiTed 
tryfte,  as  ye  have  it  Hof.  xii.  4.  Tea  he  had  power  ez*er 
the  an^el^  and  prevailed :  He  wept^  and  made  fupplicati\in 
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unto  hsffiy  &c.  Where  found  he  him  ?•  in  Bethel.  O  • 
Sirs,  fecret  feekihg  of  ,God  is  a  great  duty.  If  ye  would  * 
find  him,  ye  muft  be  fecret  fcekeis  of  God,  John  i. 
A  Nathamel  indeed :— but,  how  knoweft  thou  that  ?  faid 
Nathaniel  to  Chrift,  when  he  called  him  an  Ifraelrte  in-: 
deed*  I/mu.  thee  under  the  Jig  tree.  Very  likely,  I  know* 
the  place  where  thou  haft  fellowlhip  with  me  in  fecret."  ' 
There  are  fcMne  folk  at  this  with  it,  that  they  know  not 
where  they  fay  their  fecret  prayers ; — neither  is  there  2r 
fet  form  of  prayers  that  ye  muft  confine  yourfelves  un- 
to J  but  if  thou  be  a  true  feeker  of  God,  thou  wilt  nei- 
ther confine  thyfelf  to  fet  forms, .  nor- ordinary  times, 
but  thou  wilt  fet  fome  times  apart  for  it.  And  fo  if  ye 
would  find  the  Lord,  ye  muft  feek  him  in  fecrct>i 
.  ^dlyy  Ye  will  find  him  not  only  in  fecret  prayer,  in 
reading  of  the  word,  and  confefling  of  your  fins,  but 
alfo  in  Chriftian  fellowfhip,  or  fociety  meetings.  When 
you  cannot  find  him  in  fecret,  there  i%  another  place  to 
go  to,  that  is,  fellowihip  meetings : .  and  to  thefe  will 
I  go,  fays  the  believer;  fays  the  fpoufe.  Cant.  iii.  i,  2, 
By  njght.  If  ought  him  whom  my  foul  lovethy  &c.  it  is  like 
in  fecret.  But  I  found  him  not :  what  ntinX,  \  ,/  went  t§ 
the  broad  ways,  that  is,  where  I  knew  the  people  of  God 
were  in  fellowfliip  meetings  5  and  there  I  fought  him, 
nuhommyfouUoveth.  And  indeed,  ifyou  would  find  him, 
it  woula  be  as  readily  there  as  in  many  other  places. 
Chrift  evidenced  this,  John  xx.  lo.-^Tliere  the  difcip« 
les  went  home,  but  it  is  faid,  Mary  ftood  without,  weep^ 
ing  her  alone.  She  could  not  think  to  leave  Chrift's 
grave  5  and  what  comes  of  it  ?  ihe  gets,  a  manifeftation  ; 
Chrift  fpake  to  her  and  faid,  woman,  why  weepeji  thou? 
She  fuppofed  him  to  be  the  gardener  until  he  revealed 
himfelf  unto  her :  and  then  ihe  ^flayed  to  take  hold  o( 
his  feet :  here  was  a  manifeftation  in  fecret.  Well,  the 
next  manifeftation  was  in  fellowfhip,  ver..  19,  When 
the  doors  were  fbut,  where  the  difcibles  were  affemhledfor 
fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jffus  and  Jtood  in  the  ntidfi^  and  ' 
faid,  peace  be  unto  you. — ^They  durft  not  keep  their  public 
alfemblies :  Therefore  gather  together  unto  private  felr 
lowfhips  5  for  there  it  is  faid,  Chrift  came  and  ftood  in 
the  mids  of  them  ^  and  it  is.  faid  elfewhere,  that,  he  breathe 
ed  upon  them,  and  faid,  your  fins  are  forgivei\  you. — But 
I  cannot  tell  (my  friends)  what  is  become  of  the  weft  of 
Scotland'  now ;  for  he  was  not  counted  much  w<n'th  in 
Religion  ttat  did  not  meet  in  Chriftian  fdlowfhip  to  feek 
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t\t  Lbrd.— M^  could  riot  have  met  on  the  high*  way 

txit  they  would  h^ve  fpckm  of  Qod  sifkd  rtdigion :  but 

now  that  is  gone  both  in  life  9En4'  cOnverf^tion-.    It  is 

fiddy  that  when  it  was  f;aLid  to  ^  certain  man,  that  he 

ibonld  venture  fomcthitig  for  lehgion  :    <*  I  cannot  tdli 

••  (faid  he)  tf  my  religion  be  fo  ftrotig^  as  to  hear  ftiffcr- 

<<  ing.''    So  that  your  religion  is  not  that  ftrong*  as  to 

Inring  you  together  to  feek  God,  is  a  black  OKark  or  t(H 

ken  of  feme  terrible  judgment  coming  on  tha  land :  And 

if  any  thing  wiU  prevent  jndgment  it  U-feeking  the  Lord, 

Biit  it  is  a  fincere  feekiAg  him  with  the  whole  heart ; 

The  king  of  Ninfevch  could  tell  yon  that  prying  mightily 

to  God  did  |>rev6nt  ruin.— But  vc  fear  the  king  of  NiiiCf 

vie  Ihall  arife  in  judgment,  and  condemn  many  profef- 

£>rs  in  this  generation.    It  is  not  the  hearipg  of  preach-* 

ingy  nor  the  hearing  of  prefbyterian  minifter^,  (as  ye  call 

them^)  and  that  ye  vrlU  not  hear  the  curates,  (alas  that 

there  ihould  havQ  been  fo  much  compliance  with  theni) 

^iU  do,  without  fincere  feeking  of  Uod.     fame  in  the 

«poftle^s  days,  faid,  they  were  of  Paul,  and  they  of  Apcl-. 

Ids  ;  tot  is  thVift  divided  ?  will  ye  mike  moyeof  Chrilt, 

and  look  lefs  to  inftrumeilts.  f 

2i^fyf  Another  pkice  where  ye  will  find  him,  is  in  the^ 
iniblic  orditiance^.  Say  the  daughters  c^  Jerufalemi 
Songvi.  f.  Whithir  14  thy  beloved  gone  that  tve  tnayjeck 
iim  with  thee.  Well,  what  fays  the  fpoufe  ?  My  bekni 
is  gone  down  into  the  garden,  that  is,  to  the;  church,  tq 
gather  lillies,  that  is  to  gather  believers.  So  ye. will 
£nd  him  in  his  ordinances,  aud  the  public  aflemblies  of 
his  people,  Says  the  Pftlmift,  Pfal,  Ixiii.  2,  Tofe  tby 
power  and  thy  glory,  as  1  have  fien  thee  in  the  JanSiuarj, 
O  to  be  back  at  his  fanftuary,  fays  the  believer  j  and 
what  would  ye  fee  there  i  Why,  I  flioqld  fee  Chrift, 
f^nd  have  a  manifcftation  of  his  power  thore.  Well,  firs, 
feeing  he  has  told  you  fo  pofitivcly  where  ye  will  find 
him ;  then  ye  will  be  inejwrufable  hi  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  if  ye  feek  him  not,  And  here  wc  take  inftru* 
ments  acainft  yoti,  that  the  Lord  Is  yet  to  be  fcund  m 
Scotland.  And  for  aH  the  force,  aAs,  laws,  and  banifh- 
aients,  (9irift  it  yet  to  be  found  there.  '  We  need  not 
^o  inrer  to  tJoliand,  France  ir  Ofem^ai^y  to  feek  Qi^ft: 

.        ■..      He 

XN*  By  A  ^^^  ^MtiAfu»«f  the  ibote  tvnV^rtieal^.ti 
eiltra€M  \nmi  \>\!t/?3^\\%ft\Vyck^^  ^T^^^^^^VoM^is^^.^toraiiit 
author  oa\\\e  Yit  tu^\^0.  l^wsv  'LjtV^.  tks.»  \*    ^*tV ^4 V^vViVx 
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He  IS  ^t  is  ScoiUukI^  and  to  be  foenb  m  fta«t^  !afeflow« 
ihip,  and  in  the  mpm^t  of  gofj^l  prdinances.  MocI^ 
pains  have  they  tadceo  t^  chafe  him  away,  and  with  lound 
pf  trumpet  and  tuke  of  drum  commanded  him  to  depart^ 
our  co-arts  \  but  we  bkfs  his  name,  and  take  it  for  a 
token  of  good;,  that  for  all  the  ways  and  means  they  ha7« 
taken  to  banifli  him,  he  w31  not  go  away* — And  though 
they  would  iend  off  all  his  houihold-  furniture,  that  lb 
he  ilioukl  not  have  a  minifter  or  j^ofeflbr  there ;  yet  he 
has  commanded  an  arreft  that  they  take  not  all  thefe 
out  df  Scotland,  which  (hews,  that  he  has  no  mind 
yet  to  quit  Scotland,  And  may  not  that  encourage, 
you  to  feek  the  Xiord  ?  And  if.  ye  do  not,  it  will  be  a 
great  difadvaatage  unto  you*  I  will  tell  you,  what  will 
come  of  it :  he  wiU^be  a  witnefs  againft  you. '  Is  he  (eek* 
ing  yoo  ?  And  will  ye  not  feek  him  ?  Is  Chrift  feeking 
thy  foul's  good  and  welfare,  Q  man  smd  woman  ?  and 
wilt  thou  not" feek  him?  O  that  will  be  a  witneft 
dgainftypu.  Chrift  is  feeking  a  church  and  people  tp 
ferve  andglorlfiehim ;  and  will  ye  not  feek  him  i  This  . 
will  be  a  witnefs  againft  you  in  the  day  of  the  Lord ;  what* 
ever  you  may  now  think  of  it. 

Secondly^  I  come,  in  the  next  jdace,  to  tell  you  of  the 
.  (imes,  wherein  ye  will  moft  readily  find  him.  And 
I.  Ye  wiU  And  him  in  the  morning  of  the  day,  after 
the  reft  and  reh'efhmentoffleep  in  the  night  $  and  before  • 
ye  engage  your  hearts  to  the  world,  and  ihe  lufts  thereof 
through  the  day.  Engage  your  heart  to  feek  the  Lord 
then,  There  are  fome  ipuc  no  iboner  awake,  but  thp 
world  awakes  with  them :  the  world  crys,  up  and  ferve 
ine  %  and  (he  Lord  fays  by  his  word  and  fpiriti  rife,  man 
and  woman,  and  ferve  nkc.  Seek  my  face  aiui  favour.^ 
and  eveij  good  thing  from  me« — lodeedi  the  world  get$ 
many  a  hivourable  anfwer,  ^«^le  the  Lord  gets,  ftand 
thou  by,  till  the  world  be  ferved«  O  this  is  not  right  j 
fays  the  Pfalmift,  my  voice  Jh^lt  thou  hear  in  the  nurnittg  s 
O  Z-orJj,  in  the  imrning  will  I  direB  my  prayer  mtP  thee^ 
Pfal.  V.  J,  As  the  &&  wotki  fays  David,  I  will  go  to 
prayer  to  get  the  hlefflng  ofheavjsn,  artd  the  bljaffing  of 
ihy  Father  who  is  there^  I'll  go,  and  ghM^ify  i^^  tA  the 
.    iBorning  of  the.day,    •»  .>,,.•».» 

a.  Time,  wherein  ye  will  find  him  is  in  the  mormng 
of  your  age.  Young  folk,  ye  have  the  advantage  of  old 
Tpcopte  here  t  and*,  how  fo )  ^iht^  Kas^  ^Xltti  ^^\x  ^^sssr.-* 
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bdRm  their  hand  in  the  morning  of  their  age.  Obot  !j 
ye  hfl0^  a  great  advantage,  that  ye  have  the  Lord  to  feck, 
and  your  young  days  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord  and  for  the 
Lord.  Young  Jofiah,  when  his  heart  was  young  and 
tender,  it  is  laid,  Sought  the  Lord  God  of  his  Fathers. 
He  has  that  commendation  1h  the  eight  year  of  his  reim. 
Wherefore  was  it  that  Jphn  was  caUcd  the  beloved  dit 
ciple,  but  (as  ibmc  conjefturc)  becauie  he  was  the 
youngeft,  that  firft  began  to  follow  Chrift  ?  So  in  the 
morning  of  thy  age,  thou  fhouldeft  begin,  to  feek  him. 
Te  fee  how  the  Lord  calls  upon  young  San^ud.  The 
Lord  appeared  again,  again,  and  .the  third  time,  and 
he  had  a  fecret  time  to  feek  the  Lord ;  and  for  that  end 
his  parents  fent  him  there.— There  are  curled  parents  a- 
mongft  you,  who  devote  your  children  to  the  devU 
and  the  world,  but  train  them  not  up  to  feek  and  -ferve 
God.  Hannah  brought  Samuel  unto  the  temple,  and 
there  fhe  left  him  never  to  depart ;  but  to  be  a  feeker  of 
God  and  a  ferver  of  him,  all  the  days  of  his  life ;  and  he 
became  fo  ;  but  even  when  he  was  very  young,  the  Lord 
crys,  Samuel ;  and  the  lad  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
I/Ord.  Arid  he  tells  Eli  the  bvifinefs  :  I  heard  a  voice 
fpeaking,  and  I  wot  not  what  it  m^ans.  At  firft,  Eli  is 
not  well  inftrufted  in  the  thing  neither ;  but  when  he 
calls  again,  fays  Eli,  that  muft  be  the  Lord  making  ac- 
quaintance with  you.  What  fhall  I  do  ?  fays  Samuel. 
Why,  fays  Eli,  fay,  Speah^  Lordy  for  thyfer^ant  heareth: 
If  he  has  any  fervice  for  thee,  tell  him  thou  art  fet  apart 
to  glorifie  him,  and  ferve  his  church  and  people.  Tell 
him  this  and  ye  will  get  much  of  his  mind. — Parents, 
breed  your  children  young,  arid  if  they  fliould  but  hold 
up  their  hands  to  heaven,  teach  them  to  acknowledge 
God.  The  Turks  will  rife  up  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
and  condemn  many  parents  ;  for  the  firft  thing  they 
teach  them,  is,  *  That  there  is  one  God,  and  Mahomet 
'  his  great  prophet.'  I  fay,  that  many  parents  never 
teach  their  children,  that  there  is  one  God. — However, 
ytftmg  folk,  feek  the  Lord  ;  for  ye  have  heard  tell  of 
young  ones  that  have  fought  the  Lord,  and  have  found 
him.     The 

3.  Morning  in  which  you  are  to  feek  him,  is,  the 
morning  of  the  gofpel.  -  We  have  got  a  new  morning  of 
it  now  \  bwv  tYve^tt  Ni^&  ^VAa.ckui^ht  of  it  by  the  Glaf- 
gow  aft.  irv  ?>cox\3eBL^*  "^-mx^  --^-ml^^  ^S.^Ocs!csft^\ss  this 
day  art  Aik.^  x.\t-t\wv^  ol  Xs^\5N>^xv'wv^^'»Jsi&^\  ^^^^^ 


^ .  C^fton  ISA.  Iv*  6.  131 

ly  many  of  thefe  places  in  the  north  of  Scotland  that  are 
fitting  in  darknefs.  Pray  for  them,  I  think  the  High- 
land  l;oft,  that  lately  came  irom  thence  amongft  yotiji 
might  draw  prayers  from  you.  "What  would  they  fay. 
Pity  us  5  we  are  your  mother^s  children  :  we  were  bap- 
tized in  the  fame  church:  ye  minded  your  own  corner ; 
and  ye  fee,  we  are  but  a  parcel  of  favages.  Ye  did  not 
j^ray  for  us,  as  ye  fhould  have  done  j  and  it  is  but  juil 
with  God,  that  we  fhould  be  a  plague  unto  you.  If  yc 
have  the  light  and  .the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  yourfelves, 
ye  care  not  for  others,  and  therefore  God  has  fent  «s  to 
chaftife  you  for  this  fault  amongfl  others.  A  man  will 
perhaps  pray  for  thofe  in  his  own  parifh  ;  but  O  prayer 
fliould  extend  to  all  Scotland,  England  and  Ireland  j 
nay  all  the  habitable  world :  Be  thou  ex^ltid,  O  Lordy  a- 
bove  the  heavens j  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  thy 
glory.  Some  places  have  not  yet  feen  th^  dawning  of  the 
gofpel-day.  O  if  they  would  chafie  the  gofpel  to  the 
north  of  Scotland. — O  for  an  entrance  there  ;  but  while 
ye  have  the  morning  of  the  gofpel,  improve  it  j  we  can- 
not tell  how  long  it  will  h&, :  our  fun  rifes  not  fo  high 
as  at  other  times*  Therefore,  I  pray  you,  while  ye  have 
the  gofpel  and  gofpel^ordinances,  make  ufe  of  them.— 
Seek  the  Lord,  and  clofe  with  him  in  the  offers  of  his 
grace  5  and  fay,  Lord,  thou  offered:  thyfelf  unto  me  for 
ivifdom^  juJlificair^n^fanElification  and  complete  redemptions^ 
io  here  I  am  with  all  my  foul :  I  accept  of  this  oStx.  I 
ivtll  he  your  God^  andyefi)all  be  my  people,  I  take  inffaii«-  ■ 
^nents  that  thou  fhalt  be  my  king,  priefl  and  prophet. 
O  improve  the  offers  of  the  gofpel.  Ye  cannot  tell  how- 
long  this  morning  of  it  fhall  be  continued  with  you. 
Therefore  feek  the  Lord  5  call  on  his  name.  Ye  cannot . 
•ell  how  foon  he  may  go,  and  how  far  he  may  go  away 
from  you.  AVe  fhall  add  no  more.  The  Lord  blefs 
what  ye  have  heard,  and  to  his  name  be  the  praife. 

A'^.  B.  There  is  a  number  of  fermons  in  manufcript« 
preached  by  the  fame  author,  which  at  prefcnt  COUI4. 
not  be  got  here  publifhed. 
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Thi«  Page  happening  to  faH  blank,  the  Publiflier  thought 
it  roight  not  be  improper  to  infcrt  the  following 
.Aft. 


Act  o/ti^  General  Affembly  anrnt  the  Adm'ini/hjtion 
of  tie  Sacraments* 


i 


THE  General  Affembly  confidering^  that  the  two 
fiicraments  that  Chrift  hath  appointed  under  the 
new  Tcflament,  wz.  Baptifm  and   the  Lord's  Suopcr, 
are  his  Iblemn  ordinances^  and  Teals    of  the  Govpmnt  of 
gracei^  which  is  held  forth  in  the  pr6aching  of  the  gol- 
pel  5  and  that  in  .the  ufe  of  them,  the  parties  receiving 
them  are  folatuity  d^y«ted  and  engaged  to  God  before 
augels  and  men,  ^dare  foleninly  received  as  mcmben 
of  thexhurch,  and  do  entertain  cammTuiion  with  her ) 
andthat  by  the  autliority  of  this  church  in  her  former 
sflembliesi  the  private  ui'e  of  them  hath  been  condemn- 
ed; asalfo,  that.by  aUpwing  the  private  ufe  of  the  fame 
in.pfetcndcd  cafes  of  pec^iy,  the  fupcrftitious  opiaion 
ssnouriihed)  that  they  are  neccffary  to  falvation,  noton- 
ly  as  commanded  duties,  but  as  means^  without  which 
falvation  cannot  be  attained.     Therefore  the  aliembiy 
here  difcharges  thc^adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
to£ckperfons  in  their  houfcs,  and  all  other  ufe  gf  tie 
lame,  except  in  the  public  affemblics  of  the  church.— 
And  alfo.do  difcharge  the  adminirtration  of  Baptitinin 
private,  that  is,  in  any  place,  prat  any  time,  when  the 
con^egation  is  not  orderly  called  together,  to  wait  on 
the  dii'penfing  of  the  word  j    afid  appoints  tJxat  this  be 
carcfolly  obferved,  when  and  wherever  thclx)rd  giveth  ^h 
his  people  peace,  liberty  and  opportunity  for  their  pulv  P J  j 
lie  affemblies,  and  ordains  this  prefcnt  aft  to  be  publicly  f  I  j 
intimated  in  all  the  churches. 
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in  by  John  Glen  merthant  William  Fergufon  cooper  there 


AJcxr.  M'Larco  (lioemaker  there 
James  Summers  weaver  there 
James  Filhcr  (hoc  maker  tJjere 
David  Fcrgufoij  weaver  ihcrc 
John  M'K'Dzic  do.  there 
Peter  Fe.^ufoo  do.  there 
AJexr.  M-^Arthur  do.  there 
Alexr.  Graham  do.  there 


t  Glasgow. 

STIRLING. 
HE  Revered  Mr  Joho  M'Mil 
Ian  mioifter  of  the  gofpel  • 
Brown  mercb»Dt  • 

Gourlie  do.  • 

as  Gilchrift  do.  O^ 

las  Galloway  do.        ^^ 
t  Hirvie  cArpet  manufA^urcr;j'_.       .....         _  ^.. 

zar  Brown  /  ^ Given  in  by  Alex,r  DpjEnaD  fmitl^ 

Hendffrfon  weaver  /-  »°  Dailj^  pari(h. 

iVingate  do. .  ^  Arthor  Barclay  grieve  at  Kilkeno' 

Matrhic  in  Abbey  Alexander  Grant  gardner  there 

as  DounJe  farmer  Alex acdcr  Carrie  labooitt  there 

im  Mitcbel  taylor  in  Airth  ^  James  Grier  there 

^  pr. -^  j:a..i__  .i_  j^j^^  Corrle  there 

Gilbert  Gibfon  there 

William  Crawford  ^here 

James  WiUon  coal  cutti»  at  Dre* 

melUa 
Alexander  l^ilpatrkk  miner  there    ~ 
Jobp  EgleiiMDe  weaver  parlfli  of. 

Col  mine]  I 
Robtrt  E^lelhpme  there 
Robert  M'Caw  taylor  there 
JobnM*Fcdui  of  Kirkofwald 


,m  EfVe  dialler  there  «> 

'/.  N"  I  N  I  A  N  S. 
im  Gillcfpic  farmer 
t  Patcffon  taylor 
t  Gi  lief  pie  (hoem^ker 
Gillefpie  farmer  % 
t  Buchanan  ^ 

imGlcn  Weft  Plain. ..^^^ 
forfaf  weaver  p- 
t  iVlartin  fmith 
Jeffrey  (hoemaker 
kViitron  weaver  • 
Cow^n  farmer  • 
w  Thomfon  do,  • 
Waifon  weaver  a 


William  Cunningham  Termentoii'. 

KIrkJaikd  of  Ter^es 
James  Millar  in  Drom  New  Abbey,* 

I  doz. 

0  Jobniion  gardner  Orchyard  John  Wallace  fchoDlnafter  Terglea, 
i  William  M^Caochie  taylor  there 

f  ftetd  weaver  Clackmapan  #  John  Ddgar- weight- in  Gbafauleea-- 

Troquair 

1  in  by  Jsmes  Roberifon  merr  John  Fergufon  BsfDcleugb 

nt  Tbornbill.  Thonr.as  Henderfon  ftudcnt  cf  diyi* 

.  rcrgofoD  Wright  there  city  Clofbarn 

Jpitite  (hoc  maker  there  Jim«  Panm\ot\  'u*v»t.xC>\t.v^u^xw 
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lohB  Cinpbel  io  Eafdale,  x  2  copies 
Ardid.  Campbel  (bip  grieve  there, 

t%  copies 
Alter.  Godiran  wetver  Ghrgow 

Given  in  by  Mary  Campbel 
Walfer  Ure  weaver  dykchcad  of 

Cardrofi 
JobhHewatein  Drummed  parifh 
John  Monach  there 
William  Storie  wright  Walkinfhaw 

Jolm  Stewart  weaver  there 
ames  Renfrew  in  mains  of  Blacic- 
ftowtt 
Andrew  Brown  Incbinnan 
Lewis 'M'Kewen  there 

Chn  Algte  fmitb  there 
•tthew  Whyte  farmer  there 
John  Thorn  weaver  in  Caider  pariAi 
Roliert  Hardie  weaver  in  Gaml>er. 

nauld 
James  Kirkwood 
John  Wilfon  in  Camuflang  pari&, 

MorriQown 
Mary  £aton  ihere 
WilKam  Carmichael  miller  in  New 

Kilpatrick 
William  M'Hatcheon  miller  In  mill 

of  Colboun 
Angui  M'Donald  in  Bet  Retira 
Robert  Connel  at  Mr.  Cairns  field 
Adam  Rufs  fmith  Strabungo 
William  Greenlees  there 
Robert  Cotmiogbam  weaver  Pel* 

lodcfhaws 
William  Deans  printer  there 
James  Anderfon  Both  well 
John  Gonrlie  taylor  Qvertan  Cam- 

bufbctban  parifh 
JobnLJPinlayfon 

William  Paterfon  Lanerk  parifli 
Robert  Forreft  mftfoo  there 
William  Watfon  Lefmabaga 
James  Hodge  there 
James  Young  fmitb  there 
William  Gold  eoai  cutter  Ncwton 

of  Dqu^U(« 
Peter  Go\d  fovutT  \Vw^ 


Given  in  by  James  Boyd  mi 
and  John  Hunter  ujkiDt 
fermiine. 

James  Boyd  weaver 
John  Hunter  taylor 
David  Anderfon 
James  Foord 
David  Wifhart 
John  Smittoo 
Andrew  Roiburgb 
George  Nf  iickarfie 
Robert  Walker  ftabler 
David  Goodale  bleacher 
John  Kerr  manufafimer 
William  Zuiil  compioy  cWik 
William  HarKe  tapper  then 
Charles  Richardfon  weaver  liMK 
John  Smith  there 
George  Donaldfon  there 
John  Martin  there 
Alexander  Crumbie  cooper 
Alexander  Craig  taylor 
Andrew  Ure  mercbant 
John  Campbell  do. 
John  Wright  gardoer 
Mungo  CouDgton  taylor 
Robert  M^Kiozie  do. 
James  Reid  dyer 
Angus  M'Fadyen  flioemaker 
George  Bifhop  ditto 
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John  Gray  weaver  Dalkeith 
William  Brown  dyer  there 
Thomas  Matthew  do.  there 
Williem  Mufhet  weaver  there 
James  Muter  farmer  in  MidcJe)* 
William  Noble  merchant  Laf"* 
Thoroai  Alhin  farmer  Whiidii^ 

Given  in  by  Archibald  M--i 
Weaver  And  Bookieller  CUf^* 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jofeph  Hodgfcta^ 
nifter  of  thegoipol,  CarmuDDOc^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  P^rk  09 
(lerofthegofpel,  OidMoskltBi 

'IVa'^w.Ms.  Ip^o  Kooi,  dm* 


iribtll  dit.to 
jove  ditto 
illan  ditto 
r  Pi)orfon  ditto 
^  Wright 

Mickie  iboemaker 
Miller 

tmfon  potter 
ditlan  workman 
Ider  weaver 
onaldfbn  ditto 
'itfon  (locking  maker 
^<illroy  ditto 
1)1  ton  ditto 
aham  bleaclier 
tobertfon    . 
liiler  weaver 

Air  0  N. 

th  weaver , 
Gray  ditto 
y  ditto 
Laren  finith 
!*^air  weaver 
if  ditto 

Vr  Partjh  of  Ctafgow. 
cbman  weaver  Camlachie 
ler  Gardbrald 
evenfon  Stobcrofa 
b  weaver  Parlcboufe 
ufTel 

lerfon  gardner  WhIthiU 
nitb.Oaimamoci^ 

8  in  Neitberton 

couler  fervant  Carmon- 

ace.  mafbn  Kirkintilloch 
iiloi  weaver  Kilmarnock 
:k  weaver  Neilfton  parish 
yre  ditto  there 

;u8  weaver  Calder  Parifh 
lao  weaver  there 
ly  weaver  there 
fay  ditto  there 
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George  Drew  portioner  BorftlirtQ 
Jamca  Angna  weaver  Cryftown 
David  Strang  ditto  there 
David  Wilfon  miller  Badly  mila    ' 
,  John  Stark  taylor  LeckethiU 
Walter  Thorn  weaver  Gartfarra 
J^met  Craig  farmer  Badlay 
Joreph  Thorn  fervant  tbero 
John  Walker  Mallinbum 
John  Sommervell  in  Little  Hill 

Will.  T«ylor  carpenter  Long  Lone 
Robert  Scott  fawer  there 
Divid  Inglit  mafon  and  wright  in 
Eafter  Glentore,  New.Mooklaod 
James  Walker  weaver  in  Sheila 
Jamea  Allan  New  Monkland 
James  Thorn  portioner  of  Weder 

Gleatore 
Hagh  Neilfbn  there 
John  Clelland  weaver  Wefter  Black 
Tongue  , 

Robert  Shaw  wright  there 
William  Auid  farmer  in  Cameron 
John  Thomfon  ditto  in  Shank 
Jamea  Legat  in  Golloch  Ridge 
James  Boyd  farmer  Dinnavock 
William  M'Lean  Portioner  South, 

Madrox 
Agnefs  Paterfon 
William  Brown  in  Row 
Jane  Waddel 

John  Waddel  of  Brige  end 
Willnra  Lang  workman  Townbead 
Mary  Smith  ofSpringwell 
William  Rankin  ia  Raebog 
J  imei  Gillespie  in  Broomleai  ' 
John  P4ul  there 
John  Mode  r well  of  Loaofoot 
Andrew  Allan  weaver  Blackhill 
George  Rofiel  in  Blackmuir 
John  Shaw  of  Brownrfide 
Robert  Paterfon  in  Cothill 
John  Martin  of  Blairlin 
Robert  Ronald  weaver  thero 
Jamet  Walker  In  Warda 
Jamea  Thomfon  (hoemaker  Tarn* 
pinhead 
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Alesr.  Bell  Griftfide 

Joiia  M*Le»  of  North  Mtdrocki 

Jtmei  Waddel  farmer  Cumbernauld 

raflOi 
Alcxr*  Hon  farmer  there 
Ja«m  Stirling  ditto  there 
John  Pa  too  gardoer  there 
WiUbmBryfon  there 
Mary  Archibald  there 
Jean!  Watfbn  there 
Jamea  Potiock  taylor  there 
Jobo  Watt  farmer  there 
Robert  Brafih  taylor  there 
Janet  FiaUy  there 


John  Cowan  there 
Jamea  CtiUeo  GreencrMg^ 
Patrick  Young  there  \ 

John  Waddel  of  CraigeBdiDSlimai*  *. 
nan  Parilh  | 

William  Scott  of  Jawcraigi 
Jimei  Pender  officer  in  Jawdyb 
John  Ruflel  there 

Janet  Rankin  id  ParkliCid 
reorge  Bwrd.in  Bem'itclid 
Jimea  Mar(haU  in   South  Batikhni 
Jamea  Bogle  weaver  Parks  ok'Su» 

mec 
Henry  Coobrougb  of  Elrg 


Jlobcrt  Stirling  of  Langlands  there  Alexr.  Dickfon  id  Middle  Righ^ad 


Jobe  RnfTe]  of  Garbet  Hill  there 
Jamea  Hcnderfon  in  Curbiftown 
Jobn  Henderfon  wright 
John  Fleming  flax  drefTer 
Janea  Stirling  inS.-nyfton 
WillUun  Stark  weaver  there 
Robert  Crawford  in  Damback 
1|obo  Hay  in  Auchinfterrie 
llobeit  Stark  of  Auchinkill 
JuDct  Craig  tbere 
Joho  Smith  in  Wefter  Auchinkill 
John  Stirling  farmer  there 
Apieb  Ruflel 

VTiiliam  Martin  in  Burnbrae 
Jamea  Brafh  Govan 

Jobn  Stark  Falkirk  Parifh 
l\ndrew  Scot  there 
Jobs  Aitken  (hoemaker  there 
Jamet  Wifis  in  Kilbane 


George  Wilfbn  io  Laigh  Stonrg 
John  Mackie  in  Ocbiers  Djkcs 
George  Boyd  of  Parkhead 
William  Ruflel  farmer  Sionyknowi; 
John  D-ckfon  in  R^fhybill 
John  Waddel  of  Rc(hyhill 
Matthew  Whytlaw  there 
John  Rankin  of  Hillend 
John  Ruflel  wrtgbt  io  North  Ide 
William  Neil  wright  Monktoo  Par. 
William  Lowdon  Dalzh:}  Parilh 
John  Raillie  landlabourer  there 
Mary  Campbel  in  Newtown  of  Al 
William  Heggens  fhoemaker  SboiO 
David  Simpfoo  farmer  in  Muirevar 

Parifh 
Helen  Bryce  there 
J^hn  Smith  in  Hamilton 
David  Gray  of  Dunteblae 
Jamea  Steven  weaver  Kirkintilloefc 
Edward  M-KiDzic  junr.  carter  there  jamcs  Donaldfon  there 
William  Cuthil  io  bhieidhUl  David  Crommcr  taylor  Torficbfl 

Robert  Buchanan  wright  Caltoo 
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PROPOSALS 

For  PRINTING  by  SUiBSCRiPTIONi^ 
In  One  Large  OCTAVO  VOLUME, 


SECOND  EDITION  OF  THE 

SCOTS  BIOGRu^PHT; 

CORRECTED    AND    ENLARGED. 

Or  a  hiftorical  account  of  the  Lives,  memorable  Traa- 
faftions  and  Deaths  of  the  moft  eminent  Scots  Wor- 
thies, Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  Minifters  and  others, 
from  Mr»  Patrick  Hamilton^  who  was  born  about  tbc 
Year  of  our  Lord,  1503.  and  fuffered  martyrdom 
at  St.  Andrews^  to  Mr,  James  Renwicky  who  fuffer- 
ed in  the  Grafs  market  ot Edinburgh^  February  ijti^ 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  i688. 

TO     WHICH    -WILL     BE    ADDED, 

An  Appendix,  containing  a  fhort  hint  of  the  wicked 
lives  and  miserable  deaths  of  fome  of  the  moft  notable 
apoftates  and  wicked  perfecutors  from  the  Refornui- 
tion  to  the  late  Revolution. 

CoUefted  from  the  hiftorical  records,  biographical  ac- 
counts and  other  authenticated  writings,  the  whole. 
including  a  period  of  near  two  hundred  years. 

5^    J  O  H  N    H  0  W  I  E. 
CONDITIONS. 


I.  The  Book  will  be  printed 
00  a  fair  paper  and  new  type, 
the  fame  with  the  addrelt  to 
the  Pablic,  the  whole  to  con* 
fifiof  above  500  pages. 

II.  The  price  to  Sabrcribers 
will  only  be  two  Shiliioss 
and  Sixpence  neatly  boand, 

III.  Tbofe  who  fublcribe  fof 


the  Prefi  as^fooo  as  a  coinpe* 
tent  number  of  (ubfcriptions 
are  obtained,  and  a  lift  of 
Subfcribers  names  will  bie 
printed,  nnlefs  forbid. 

V.  The  pr|ce  to  be  paid  on  tbe 
dehVery  ofthebook. 

VI.  Such  as  intend  to  encourage 
tb\s  ^xvd^i\)L>iltk^^  '^'i^.  V^tA. 


twelve  copies,  (hall  baye  one  \   '^i^  ^V^tvt  iv^x^%  v^  >i5cv^^v>s*w  i 
IV.  The  book  will  bs  put  to\ 


on^  now  propofed  to  be  publifhed,  are 
die  following, 

The   hon.   John  Campbcl, 

Earl   of  Loudon,  fome- 

time  chancellor  of  &-»/- 

land. 

Archibald  Johnfton,  Lord 

Warrifton 
Mefi:  David  DickfoQ 
James  Wood 
William  Guthrie 
Robert  Blair 
Hugh  M«CaU 
John  Navcy 
John  LiTingftoa 
John  Semple 
John  Welwood 
John  Brown 
Richard  Cameron 
David  Hackfton  of  Rath- 

iUct. 
Donald  Cargil 
Walter  Smith 
Robert  M'Ward 
Captain  John  Paton 
Alexander  Peden 
James  Renwick 
Angus  M^Bcan 
Thomas  Hog 
Robert  Fleming 
Alexander  Shields 
Sir    Robert    Hamilton    of 

Prefton 
John  Blackadder 
Kerr  of  Kcrfland 
Gordon  of  Earlitoun 
Robert  Gamock 
William  Vcitch 


.  Patrick  Hamilton 
George  Wifhart 
Wakcr  Mill 

The  honourable  James  Stu 
St  Earl  of  Murray,  fome 
tioe  regent  of  Sathnd, 
[  John  Knox 
_  :  Buchanan 
Mabat  RoQock 
John&axg 
Jhxid  Black 
Jaibn  Davldfon 
"dlUam  Row 
Andrew  Mcl\-il 
ntrick  Simibn 
Andreir  Duncan 
JobaScrimzeor 
Jbfan  Welch 
Robert  Boyd 
Jofiah  Welch 
Jobs  Vifcount  Sxnmuir 
Kabert  Bruce 
Kobert  Cunningham 
iUezander  Henderfon 
George  Gillefpie 
John  M<Lelland 
David  Calderwood 
Hugh  Bhming 
Andreir  Gray 
JasKs  Durham 
Sanuel  Ruther£Drd 
The  honourable  Archibald 
Campbel,  marquis  of  Ar- 
gylc. 
James  Guthrie 
Robert  Baillie 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  are  taken  in  by  John  Brtce, 
Printer  and  Bookleller  in  the  Salt-market,  Gia/gsiv^ 
the  Fubliihcr  ;  and  all  others  entrufted  with  Propo- 
fals. 


^^ 
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T  o    T  H  E      P    U    B    L    I    CL 

IT  is  unneceffary  for  the  Publifliers  either  to : 
logize  for  an  undertaking  of  this  nature,  or  to  pafi<( 
comiums  on  the  fubjeft  itfelf,  feeing  there  are  few  n 
oftafte  and  learning  but  will  be  ncady  to  aikm,  Hiat 
Biography  in  general,  f  •  r.  the  lives,  deaths  and  remadk- 
able  fpeeches  of  eminent  perfons,  is  one  of  the  mdlii 
tertaining  parts  of  hiftory,  and  more  particularly  i 
lives  and  memorable  tranfadions  of  our  Scots  uroitU 
wherein  is  contained  not  only  a  variety  of  things  'cSstf^ 
ingand  entertaining,  but  alfo  a  fhort  iketch  of  the  co- 
venanted teftimony  of  the  church  of  Scotland^  as  k^ 
by  them  maintained  and  handed  down  to  pofterity  i 
different  parts  and  periods,  for  near  the  (pace  of 
hundred  years. 

Excepting  a  few  broken  accounts  intcrfperfed  throiq^ 
different  publications,  nothing  of  confequence  concets- 
ing  our  Scots  worthies  has  been  hitherto  coHeAed  xOm 
one  volume.  It  is  expefted,  that  fuch  as  have  any  ise- 
gard  to  our  reformation  principles,  or  refpeA  for  the 
characters  and  conduft  of  thofe  eminent  and  worthy -alC- 
fertors  of  Chriftian  liberty,  and  friends  of  »  covenastsA 
reformation,  will  encourage  this  publication,  both  bf 
■giving  in  their  own  names  to  the  Publifhers  as  footi  at 
poffible,  and  endeavouring  to  procure  the  iiAsifmpSatm 
of  others,  iince  works  of  this*  nature  cannot  otkcrwilk 
be  made  public  ;  and  the  encouragement  given  to  it  inB 
tend  to  tranfmit  the  names  and  anions  of  thele  worduei 
to  pofferity,  who  made  a  noble  ftand  for  the  caufe  «md 
teftimony  of  Chrift,  and  the  liberties  of  their  nathe 
country  ;  and  who  reckoned  it  their  duty  to  hand  dovtt 
a  teftimony  (which  many  of  them  fealed  with  their 
blood)  againft  Popery,  Prelacy  and  arbitrary  power  :— 
the  confideration  whereof,  and  endeavouring  to  folknr 
the  footftcps  of  thefe  worthies,  may  be  a  mean  to  keep 
that  fpirit  for  religious  liberty  alive,  which  a  prevailuig 
junto  in  the  church  of  Scotland  are  endeavouring  to 
iupprefs  by  their  tyrannical  meafures. 

A  s  only  a  fmall  number  of  copies  were  printed  in  the 
firft  edition  of  this  work,  they  were  all  foon  difpofcd 
of ;  and  many  demands  having  been  made  £w  them  fincet 
another  edition  is  now  jn'opofed,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  ftill  more  acceptable  qn  account  of  the  intended 
improvements.  It  will  be  printed  with  a  new  type;  the 
lives  of  fomc  other  of  our  worthier  will  be  added;  wiili  an 
appendix  containing  fome  account  of  the  wkkedVsnsk 
Mii  wretched  deaths  of  the  ^ec&cvxXAt%  x^^^a^^Sic)^^ 
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BOOKS  juft  Publiihcd  by  JOHN  BR  YCEt 

I.  Mr.  Ralph  Erikinc's  Praftical  Works,  in  ten  large 
volumes,  oftavo.  Price  bound,  one  pound  eight 
{hillings,  fine  copies  two  pounds  fterling. 

n.  Trail's  Sermons,  3  vols  oftavo.  Price  fix  fliillings 
bound. 

•III.  Pike  and  Hayward's  Cafes  of  Confcience,  with  the 
Spiritual  Companion,  in  one  large  o&avo  volume. 
Price  two  ihillings  and  fix-pence. 

At 

IV.  Durham's  Expofition  of  the  Ten  Commandments, 
oftavo.     Price  two  fhillings. 

?  V.  Dickinfon's  Religious  Letters,  in  one  volume  oc- 

['  '  tavo.     Price  two  fhillings. 

VI.  Dr.  Owen's  Expofition  of  the  CXXX  Pfalm, 
odlavo.     Price  two  ihillings  and  fix-pence. 

VII.  Adamfon  on  the  lofs  and  recovery  of  Elect  Sinners. 
Price  one  fliilling. 

Vin.  Mr.  Nicl's  twenty-three  Sermons  on  important 
fubjefts,  ocl;no.     Price  three  fliillings. 

IX.  Watt's  Logick,  a  fine  copy.  Price  two  fliillings 
and  fijc^pcnce. 

X-  Sibb's  Soul's  Conflict,  and  victory  over  it  by 
faiih;  to  which  is  added,  Th«  bruifed  reed  and 
fmoaking  flax.     Price  one  fliilling  and  nine-pence. 
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|.  *  XT.  Durham's  Unfciirchable  Riches  of  Chrift,  in  four- 

teen Comm 
two  pence. 


I  teen  Communion  fcrmuns.     Price  one  fliilling  and 


XII.  Ridglcy's  Body  of  Divinity,  folio.  Price  eleren 
fliillings  aiid  fix-pence. 

XIII.  Schema  Sacrum  by  Mr.  Blackwell,  miniller 
of  Paifley,  afterwanl  Princlp.il  of  the  College  of  A- 
berdeen. 

iV.  B.  Cot\&\A^t^ble  aiUowancc  will  be  given  to 
thof»:.  who  td\LC  c^-4tv\\Vi!^^>  ^v>isNR.\  w  ^'jJi.\i;\'^  or  giv- 
ing away. 
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